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Africa,  medical  graduation  in,  25;  brown 

people  of,  105  ;  fever  in,  409 
Asiassiz,  Professor,  307 
Air  passages,  foreign  bodies  in  the,  389 
Almanac,  American  Medical,  247 
Amalgam,  use  of  in  dentistry,  37,  78 
Amaurosis,  employment  of  glasses  in,  159 
Amenorrhaea,  remarks  on,  231 
American  surgeons,  portraits  of,  106 
American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons,  176, 

204,  219,  27(5,  316 
Amputations,  with  the  use  of  ether,  29, 
218,  275,  346.  354  ;  of  the  breast,  70  ;  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  397;  with  the 
use  of  nitrous  oxide  gas,  498 ;  of  the 
breast,  with  the  use  of  chloroform,  520 
Anatomy,  manuscript  work  on,  144 
Aneurism,  Dr.  Bellingham's  treatise  on, 

83  ;  femoral,  operations  for,  280 
Angustura,  in  dyspepsia,  109 
Antimony,  use  of  in  the  17th  century,  209 
Aphtha?,  peculiar  to  the  puerperal  state,  173 
Arabs,  medical  science  among  the,  206 
Army,  U.  S.  medical  department  of  the  in 
Mexico,  241  ;  gallantry  of  medical  offi- 
cers in  the,  427 
Arsenic,  poisoning  by,  239 
Artificial  limbs,  285,  375,  386 
Asphyxia,  nitrous  oxide  in,  139 
Atmosphere,  effects  on  biliary  derange- 
ment, 40 

Austria,  unhealthy  condition  of,  128 

Barbier  disease,  the,  286 
Beef  tea,  288 

Bellevue  Hospital,  disturbance  at,  126,  304; 
some  account  of,  179,  186,  364,  433;  re- 
port of  cases  at,  234 

Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  426 

Berzelius,  new  honors  for,  167 

Bigelow,  Dr.  H.  J.  New  physical  sign, 
269 

Biliary  derangements,  from  atmospheric 

vicisitudes,  40 
Bleeding  in  the  17th  century,  209 
Blisters,  effects  of  on  young  subjects,  205 
Blood,  stains  of,  how  to  distinguish,  368 
Bond,  Dr.  T.  E.    American  Society  of 


Dental  Surgeons,  219 ;  reply  to  Dr.  Cas- 
tle, 316 

Boot  heels,  construction  of,  386 

Bosjeman,  in  Boston,  366 

Boston,  medical  lectures  in,  183,  307  ;  Dis- 
pensary, 226  ;  Marine  Hospital,  227  ; 
report  of  deaths  in,  weekly  ;  Children's 
Infirmary,  469 

Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  265 

Boylslon  Medical  Society,  406 

Boylston  Medical  Prize  Questions,  68 

Bowels,  obstruction  of  the,  case  of,  19,75; 
complaints  of,  use  of  oil  in,  188 

Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  106 

British  Monthly  Record,  445 

Bronchitis,  Dr.  Green's  work  on,  412,459 

Bronchotomy,  successful,  165 

Bronchus,  bean  in  the,  389  ;  horse-shoe 
nail  in  the,  392 

Brown,  Dr.  Silas.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Huse,  61  ;  typhus  fever  in  1847,  454 

Brunner's  glands,  359 

Buchanan,  Dr.  J.  R.  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute of  Cincinnati,  20 

Buffalo,  Medical  School  at,  65,  185,  346 

Burns,  treatment  of,  468,  528 

Butterfield's  (Dr.  J.)  Introductory  Lecture, 
385 

Cancer,  of  the  breast,  Velpeau's  lectures 
on,  70  ;  of  the  pylorus,  119 

Capron  and  Slack  (Drs.)  Popular  Medi- 
cine, 266 

Castle,  Dr.  A.  C.  A  case  for  the  anti- 
amalgam  martyrs,  37;  pseudo-epileptic 
affection  arising  from  decayed  teeth,  176; 
notes  for  a  memoir  on  the  pathology  of 
the  teeth,  260,  294,  336,  351,  420,  455  ; 
the  D.  D.  S.'s  of  the  Baltimore  College 
of  Dentistry,  276 

Chailly's  Midwifery,  444 

Chandler,  Dr.  J.  L.  Notice  of  Dr.  Strong's 
dissertation,  319 

Chapman,  Dr.  C.  B.  Topography  of  Dane 
Co.  Wisconsin,  181 

Chelius's  (Dr.  J.  M.)  Surgery,  84  ,  224 

Chemistry  in  the  United  States,  65 

Children's  Infirmary,  Boston,  469 
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China,  violations  of  physiological  law  in, 

385 

Chloroform,  a  substitute  for  ether,  442, 
446  ;  experiments  with  it)  Boston,  447; 
in  obstetric  practice,  463,  524  ;  etheriza- 
tion by,  467;  use  of  in  London,  463, 
468;  apparatus  for  use  of,  500,  506; 
Dr.  Flag's  remarks  on,  521 

Chlorosis,  symptoms  and  treatment  of,  53 

Cholera,  progress  of,  227,  285 

Chomel's  Elements  of  I'athrohigy,  425,  460 

Clapp,  Dr.  S.  Pathology  of  diabetes  mel- 
liius,  523 

Cliniques,  origin  of  in  the  United  Slates, 

41  ;  surgical,  at  New  York,  356 
Cod-liver  oil  in  struma.,  208,  268 
Coles's  (Dr.  L.  B.)  Philosophy  of  Health, 
305 

Collamore,  Dr.  A.,  memoir  of,  219 
Concours  in  France,  abolition  of,  145,287 
Connecticut,  Medical  Society  of,  443 
Constipation,  the  treatment  of,  49  ;  obsti- 
nate and  fatal  case  of,  291 
Consumptive   patients,  northern  climate 
for,  283 

Copper,  as  a  remedy,  51  ;    arsenite  of, 

poisoning  by,  107 
Cornell,  Dr.  W.  M.    Hemiplegia  removed 

by  electro-magnetism,  402 
Cornaio.  the  diei  of,  51 
Cotton,  anti-inflammable,  66 
Cough,  connected  with  dyspepsia,  52 
Creosote  in  vomiting,  188,  272 
Crosthwait,  Dr.  G.  D.    Probable  cancer  of 

the  pylorus,  1  19 
Croton  oil,  53;   in  inflammation  of  the 

bowels,  19,  139 
Croup,  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx  in, 

417 

Darrach's  (Dr.  W.)  Introductory  Lecture, 
525 

Deane,  Dr.  J.  Respiration  of  the  ethereal 
vapor,  355 

Dental  surgery,  doctors  of,  204,  276.  316 

Dentistry,  surgical  and  mechanical,  44  ; 
ingenious  practice  of,  185  ;  bad,  poison- 
ing by,  34!) 

Dentition,  third,  144  ;  preparations  illus- 
trating the  anatomy  or,  346 

Dewy's  (Prof.)  Introductory  Lecture,  225 

Diabetes  mellitus,  pathology  of,  523  ;  re- 
marks on,  109 

Diarrhoea,  nature  and  treatment  of,  111; 
of  children,  228 

Dick,  Dr.,  on  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia, 
49,  109,  189 

Dictionary,  medical,  new,  365.  403 

Dieftenbach,  Dr.,  death  of,  406,  508 

Diet,  in  dyspepsia,  113 

Digestion,  remarks  on,  189 

Disinfecting  fluid,  new,  203,  226;  Bur- 
netts, 212 

Doctors,  multiplicity  of,  367 

Dowler's  (Dr.  B.)  criticisms  and  contro- 
versies, 124 


Drake,  Dr.  D.  The  Irish  immigrants'  fe- 
ver, 14!) ;  his  Introductory  Lecture,  525 

Dressing's,  improper  removal  from  a 
wound.  304 

Drugs,  adulteration  of,  408  ;  poisonous, 
sale  of,  424 

Dunglisnn's  Practice  of  Medicine,  484 

Dvs.mtery.  nature  and  treatment  of,  189  J 
"in  New  York  State, 266,  402,404  ;  straw- 
berry leaf  in  the  treatment  of,  342;  ho- 
mceopat  ideally  treated,  47!) 

Dysmenorrhea,  treatment,  of,  102 

Dyspepsia,  subjects  connected  with  tho 
treatment  of,  49,  109,  18!) 

Dwiglijj  Dr.  VV.  Case  of  uterine  dropsy, 
201 

Ear,  foreign  substance  in  the,  358  ;  dis- 
charge of  tooth  from  the,  5i>8 

Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  20 

Electro-magnetism,  to  produce  insensibil- 
ity, 86;  hem;pl"»ia  removed  by,  402 

Ellsworth.  Dr  P.  VV.  Ethereal  inhalation, 
14;  amputation  while  under  \h«  influ- 
ence of  the  nitrons  oxide  gas,  498 

Embryology,  lectures  on,  164 

Emetics  in  dyspepsia,  192 

Enimenagogues,  remarks  on,  195 

Enemas  in  dyspepsia,  195 

Enteritis;  196 

Epilepsy,  treatment  of,  248 
Epileptic,  affection   from   decayed  teeth, 
176,  279 

Ether,  sulphuric,  inhalation  of  —  Mr. 
Wetls's  claims  as  discoverer,  14;  con- 
troversy respecting,  25  ;  successful  cases, 
by  Dr.  H.. sack, 29  ;  in  natural  labor,  48; 
effects  in  pregnancy,  87;  in  laryngis- 
mus stridulus,  88 ;  proper  mode  of,  185; 
practised  in  the  last  century,  202  ;  in 
mania,  90ft;  in  labor,  214,  264  ;  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  218  ;  in  the 
Mass.  General  Hospital,  275  ;  in  dentis- 
try, 302;  in  the  New  York  Hospital, 
346;  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Deane,  354  ; 
in  Philadelphia,  404  ;  Dr  J.  C.  War- 
ren's work  on,  486;  Dr.  Peirson's  re- 
marks on,  499  ;  use  of  in  labor  by  Dr. 
Putnam,  51(5;  remarks  on,  by  Dr.  Flagg, 
521 

Ethics,  medical,  f  »r  practitioners  and  col- 
leges, 23,  236,  296,  371 
Enpatorium  perforatum,  use  of,  135 
Europe,  visit  to,  for  medical  advice,  264 
Eyelids,  inverted,  operation  for,  82 

Females,  attending  medical  lectures,  405, 
506;  diseases  of,  438,  485 

Fever,  typhus,  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.  89  ; 
yellow,  at  Boa  Vista,  104;  ship,  nature 
of,  126;  the  Irish  immigrants',  in  Cana- 
da, 149;  yellow,  in  New  Orleans,  66, 
2o4  ;  typhus,  nature  and  treatment  of, 
24!) ;  malignant,  and  vomito  prielo,  285  ; 
typhus,  case  of,  34);  periodical,  patholo- 
gy and  treatment  of,  377  ;  typhus,  in 
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Europe,  387;  typhus,  proposed  treatise 
on,  407;  typhus,  in  Wilmington,  Ms., 
454  ;  typhus,  or  ship,  nt  Boston  House 
of  Industry  and  Deer  Island  Hospitals, 
48!),  509 
Filter,  diaphragm,  '205 

Flnjfff,  Dr.  J.  F.  Sulphuric  ether  and 
chlorofnin,  521 

Florida,  retreat  for  invalids  in,  22,  145 

Forbes,  Dr.,  and  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  504 

Forceps,  obstetrical,  new,  143 

Fractures,  contractile  power  of  the  mus- 
cles in,  274  :  in  the  vicinity  of  joints, 
4C4 

Furuncles,  chronic,  100 

Galvanism,  in  recovery  from  poison  in  «r,  69 
Gardner's  (Dr.  A.  K  )  Spare  Hours  of  a 

Student,  403 
Gardner's  (Dr.  D.  P.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 460 
Generation,  tracts  on,  346,  444 
Geological  Society,  American,  186 
Gibson's  (Prof.)  Introductory  Lecture,  4G5 
Giessen,  University  of,  26 
Glossitis,  case  of,  maltreated,  308 
Gold,  chloride  of  in  granular  lids,  280 
Gonorrhoea,  treatment  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, 435 

Gray  hair,  change  of,  to  natural  color,  09 
Green's  (Dr.  H.)  work  on  bronchitis,  412, 
459 

Growth,  animal,  extraordinary,  206 

Handy,  Dr  W.  R.  Obstinate  and  fatal 
constipation,  291 

Hare,  Prof,  successor  to,  2S6* 

Harris,  Dr.  C  A.  Chloroform  a  substi- 
tute for  ether,  442  ;  his  Dental  Surgery, 
205 

Harrison's  (Dr.  J.  P  )  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 484 

Health  Insurance  Company.  23,  143 
Heat  on,  Dr.  G.    Case  of  hernia,  121 
Hemiplegia,  removed  by  electro-magnet- 
ism, 462 

Hernia,  formidable  —  operation,  121;  im- 
proved operation  for,  142  ;.  frequency  in 
the  human  race,  288;  common  reduci- 
ble, case  of.  305 
Herrick's,  Prof,  return  form  the  army,  28 
Hiccough,  obstinate,  treatment  of,  348 
HildreUi,  Dr   B.  VV.    Contractile  power 

of  i he  muscles  in  fractures,  274 
Hippocrates,  oath  of,  348 
HiichcocU,  Dr.  A      Retained  placenta, 
400  ;  effects  of  Thomsoiiian  medicines, 
429 

Holmes's  (Dr.  O.  VV.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture. 384,  408 

Holt,  Dr.  D.  Dysentery  homceopathically 
treated,  479 

Hornaeop.-ithy,  American  Institute  of,  80  ; 
for  horses,  100,  100;  death  from  medi- 
cine, 105  ;  treatment  of  dysentery,  479  ; 
domestic.,  486 


Morse?,  epidemic,  among,  56 
Hosack,  Dr.  A.  E.     Cases  of  the  use  of 
ether,  29 

Hospital  officers  in  the  United  States,  445 
Houston,  Dr.  J.  A.    Dr.  Castle's  case  of 

epilepsy,  279 
Hubbard,  Dr.  Geo.    Malformation  of  the 

intestinal  tube,  44 
Huse,  Dr.  Joseph,  memoir  of,  61 
Hydrocyanic  acid,  poisoning  by,  320 
Hydromelra,  or  uterine  dropsy,  201 
Hydropathy ,  increase  of  hospitals,  325 
Hydrophobia,  symptoms  of,  448 

liens  treated  with  cold  water,  229 
Indiana  Medical  College,  240 
Indians,  Sioux,  sickness  among  the,  186, 
445 

In^alls's  (Dr.  VV.)  treatise  on  yellow  fe- 
ver, 284 

Inhalation,  apparatus  for,  407 

Insane,  on  the  treatment  of,  300,  343 

Insanity,  professorship  of,  247 

Invalids,  resort  f  »r,  in  Florida,  22  ;  in 
Northampton,  527 

Iodine,  in  intermittent  fevers,  27 

Ireland,  fever  in,  26 

Johnston,  Dr.  VV.  J.  Singular  case  of 
monstrosity,  77 

Kidney,  analysis  of  in  Bright's  disease, 
^  388 * 

Kimball,  Dr.  G.  The  "  bad  practice  " 
case  in  Lowell,  402 

Kingsbury,  Dr.  G.  H.  Hospitals  on  Black- 
wells  Island,  179,  186,  234,  289;  Prof. 
Parker's  cliniques,  356 

Labor,  premature,  prevention  of,  1 15  ;  pre- 
mature, new  method  of  producing,  328; 
on  rising  too  early  after,  197 
Laporte,  Ind.  medical  school  at,  385 
Larynx,  removal  of  by  musket  ball,  26; 
pin  in  the,  3!'4  ;  nail  in  the,  395;  nitrate 
of  silver  to,  in  croup,  417 
Latham's  (Dr.  P.  M  )  Lectures,  45 
Lawrence,  Dr.  VV.  R.    Children's  Infirma- 
ry, Boston,  4('i9 
Lectures,  medical,  408  ;  in  New  Haven 

and  New  York,  503 
Leonard,  Dr.  J.  P.     Cases  of  fever  in 

Cumberland,  R.  1  ,  8!) 
Lencorrhcea,  remarks  on,  130 
Liberia,  medical  books  for,  324 
Ligature,  of  common  carotid  artery,  47 
Listen,  Mr.,  of  Loudon,  382  ;  death  of, 

4ft7  ;  funeral  ..f,  527 
Liver,  alleged  excision  of  the.  345,  426 
London,  births  and  deaths  in,  308 
Lord.  Dr.  S.  A.    Iodide  of  potassium,  273 
Louisiana,  Univer-i'y  of.  348 
Louisville,  University  of,  407 
Lugenbeel,  Dr.  J   VV.     Acclimating  fever 

in  Western  Africa,  409 
Lunatic  Asylums,  in  Ireland,  227  ;  in  Chi- 
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cago,  private,  228;  in  Vermont,  344; 
in  New  York,  435 
Lungs,  the,  are  they  passive  organs?  263 
Lying-in  women,  temperature  of  the  apart- 
ments of,  66 

Mack,  Dr.  A.  VV.  Creosote  in  vomiting, 
272 

Magnetism,  manual  of,  344 
Malformation  of  the  intestinal  tuhe,  44 
Malpractice  in  surgery,  case  of,  9,  35,  141, 
162 

March,  Dr.  A.    Malpractice  in  surgery,  9 
Marcy,  Dr.  E.  E.    Use  of  the  nitrous  ox- 
ide gas,  97 
Marine  Hospitals  in  the  U.  States,  369 
Martyn,  Dr.  J.  C.    Origin  of  vaccine  vi- 
rus, 500 

Massachusetts,  Medical  Society  of,  music 
proposed  at  the  anniversary  meetings, 
86  — President  of,  1 64— quarterly  meet- 
ing of  the  Counsellors,  222,  263;  Medi- 
cal College  of,  146,  183,  307;  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  in,  403;  paupers 
in,  526 

Mattison,  Dr.  H.  N.    Report  of  cases,  349 
McClintock's  (Dr.  J.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 525 

Medical  men  abroad,  honors  to,  286 
Medical  Miscellany,  27,  47,  67,  87,  107, 

167,  187,  207,  227,  267,  287,  327,  347, 

387,  427,  447,  487,  507,  527 
Medical  science,  present  state  of,  249,  319 
Medicinal  preparations,  rare  and  delicate, 

143 

Meigs's  (Dr.  C.  D.)  letters  to  his  class, 
438,  485 

Menorrhagia,  remarks  on,  231 

Menstruation,  vicarious,  144 

Mercury,  acid  nitrate  of,  327 

Mesmeric  examinations,  85 

Meteorology,  researches  on,  505 

Midwifery,  lectures  on  the  practice  of,  184 

Military  honors  to  medical  officers,  108 

Military  surgery,  199,  360 

Milk,  composition  of,  129 

Miller,  Dr.  YV.  H.  Case  of  obstruction  of 
the  bowels,  19;  influence  of  atmosphe- 
ric vicissitudes  in  producing  biliary  de- 
rangement, 40 

Miner,  Dr.  T.  Connecticut  Medical  So- 
ciety, 443 

Miscarriage,  the  prevention  of,  115 

Missionary  physicians,  384 

Mitchell,  Dr.  A.  Florida  hotel  for  inva- 
lids, 22 

Mitchell's  (Dr.  J.  K.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 524 

Monstrosity,  singular  case  of,  77 

Moore,  Dr.  IN.  J.  McL.  Amputation  of 
neck  of  the  uterus,  397 

Mortality  in  England,  468 

Morton,  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Experiments  with 
chloroform,  447 

Muscular  action,  voluntary  loss  of,  326 


Natural  Sciences,  cabinet  of  the  Academy 

of,  363 

Naturalists,  Venetian  Congress  of,  226 

Neurology,  in  Cincinnati,  20 

New  Haven,  medical  lectures  at,  503 

Newman's  (Dr.  J.  B.)  Philosophy  of 
charming,  125 

New  Orleans,  yellow  fever  in,  66,  245 

Newspapers,  copying  from,  367 

New  York,  University  of,  66;  medical 
schools  in,  147,  308;  The  Annalist,  226  ; 
hospitals  on  Blackwell's  Island,  179, 
186,  234,  289  ;  medical  dinner  in,  304  ; 
Academy  of  Medicine,  365  ;  State  Cen- 
tral Medical  Association,  405  ;  State 
Dental  Society,  407;  charity  institutions 
of  the  city,  433 

Nitrous  oxide  gas,  surgical  operation  while 
under  the  influence  of,  97,498;  in  as- 
phyxia, 139 

Noma,  case  of,  519 

Nurses,  wet,  129 

Ohio,  Medical  College  of,  226,  246 
Ovum,  the  maturation  of  the,  346,  444 
Ox  gall,  for  removing  impacted  fseces,  200 

Paine's  (Dr.  M.)  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics, 485  ;   Introductory  Lecture, 

506 

Palmer,  B.  F.    Artificial  limbs,  375 
Parker,  Dr.  E.  H.    Ether  and  surgery  in 

New  Hampshire,  218 
Peebles,  Dr.  J.  F.    Case  of  noma,  519 
Peirson,  Dr.  A.  L.    Etherization,  499 
Pennsylvania,  University  of,  126,  246,  307 
Peritonitis,    from  accumulation  of  faecal 

matter,  75 
Pharmacy,  American  Journal  of,  106 
Philadelphia,  medical  publications  at,  24; 
College  of  Medicine,  126,306;  College 
of  Physicians,  404,  486 
Phrenological  Journal,  American,  63 ;  So- 
ciety, of  Edinburgh,  286 
Physicians,  importance  of  bodily  health  to, 
488 

Physiology  for  schools  and  families,  123, 
345 

Pills,  magnetized  gold  and  tonic,  325  ; 
bomb-shell,  525 

Placenta,  retained,  cases  of,  309,  400 

Pneumatophora,  Hayden's,  526 

Poetry,  medico-botanical,  186 

Poisoning,  attempted,  case  of,  69;  by  vine- 
gar, 134;  by  arsenic,  239;  from  bad 
dentistry,  349 

Poisons,  fines  for  selling  in  France,  388; 
sold  without  restriciions  in  the  United 
States,  424  ;  in  relation  to  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence, 525 

Population,  theory  of,  463 
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CASE  OF  ALLEGED  MAL  PRACTICE  IN  SURGERY". 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

A  resident  of  Argyle,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  December, 
1844,  had  his  limb  caught  by  a  falling  tree,  so  as  to  produce  a  commi- 
nuted fracture  of  the  tibia,  and  a  simple  fracture  of  the  fibula,  at  a  point 
about  midway  between  the  knee  and  anklejoints.  How  soon  the  physi- 
cian who  took  charge  of  it,  and  against  whom  legal  proceedings  were 
commenced  for  alleged  mal-practice,  saw  it,  after  the  accident,  1  did  not 
learn  ;  but  was  informed  by  the  physician  himself,  that  he  reduced  the 
fracture,  and  dressed  the  limb  with  compresses,  four  splints,  and  bandage. 
The  two  lateral  extended  from  the  knee  to  the  foot,  and  the  anterior 
and  posterior  were  somewhat  shorter.  That  which  rested  upon  the  con- 
tused soft  parts,  and  the  comminuted,  or  detached  fragment  of  the  tibia, 
was  removed  the  next  day,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  a  high 
degree  of  inflammation,  which  it  seemed  to  produce,  or  at  least  tended 
to  keep  up.  The  posterior  and  two  lateral  splints  were  used  during  the 
whole  treatment  while  under  the  care  of  the  attending  physician,  which 
was  twelve  weeks,  as  I  was  informed. 

At  the  end  of  this  period,  the  limb  appeared  to  be  doing  so  well,  that 
the  patient  considered  the  services  of  the  doctor  no  longer  necessary  ; 
who,  of  course,  took  his  leave  of  the  case,  though  the  patient  had  on  the 
same  splints  and  dressings  which  had  been  used  in  the  treatment  of  the 
case,  from  the  second  day  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury.  I  was  also  in- 
formed that  the  patient,  pretty  soon  after  discharging  the  physician,  be- 
gan to  use  the  limb,  and  that,  in  planting  time,  he  was  hobbling  about  in 
the  fields,  trying  to  work.  From  this  time,  up  to  about  the  middle  of 
August,  or  perhaps  later,  nothing  definite,  either  with  respect  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  limb,  or  the  use  to  which  the  patient  subjected  it,  could  be 
learned.  'At  all  events,  it  was  clear  that  the  limb  was  not  gaining  strength 
and  usefulness  as  fast  as  was  desirable,  or  as  usual ;  whereupon  he  submit- 
ted it  to  an  examination  of  three  or  four  of  the  neighboring  physicians, 
who  discovered  that  the  fracture  was  not  consolidated  in  the  tibia.  In 
short,  preternatural  motion  was  distinct  and  quite  perceptible.  I  was 
also  informed  (but  whether  true  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  at  least  I  should 
hope  that  no  such  declaration  was  made),  that  one  of  the  physicians 
who  examined  the  case',  remarked,  in  the  presence  of  the  patient,  that 
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"  the  attending  physician  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  it  ;  and  that  he  ought  to 
pay  him  for  a  year's  work." 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1815,  the  patient  came  to  Albany,  and 
put  himself  under  my  professional  care  from  that  date  to  the  29th  of 
October.  At  that  time  the  general  shape  and  condition  of  the  limb  was 
as  good  as  the  average  of  cases  in  comminuted  fracture,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  yielding  of  the  tibia  at  the  lower  point  of  the  detached  frag- 
ment. In  short,  there  was  a  tardy  and  fibrous  re-union  ;  nothing,  how- 
ever, like  an  artificial  joint. 

I  treated  the  case  by  blisters,  iodine,  compression,  and  firm  and  un- 
yielding splints.  While  the  patient  was  under  my  care,  consolidation 
with  bony  deposit  was  evidently,  though  slowly,  taking  place,  and 
I  had  no  doubt,  when  the  patient  left  me,  but  that,  in  time,  a  perfect 
bony  union  could  be  effected.  The  patient  was  either  unable  or  unwill- 
ing longer  to  remain  under  my  care. 

In  the  spring  of  1846,  the  doctor  was  sued  for  mal-practice  ;  but  upon 
what  testimony,  or  grounds  of  complaint,  the  plain  tiff  or  his  attorney 
rested  for  damages,  I  have  never  learned.  The  cause  was  to  have  been 
tried  at  the  last  October  circuit  court  of  Washington  county  ;  and,  on 
the  part  of  the  defence,  I  was  subpoenaed  to  attend  court  at  that  time. 
It  was  the  week  of  the  commencement  of  lectures  in  our  College  ;  and 
as  I  had  just  returned  from  attending  court,  for  nearly  a  week,  at  Dela- 
ware County,  on  similar  business,  I  peremptorily  refused  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons. The  consequence  was,  that  the  physician  deemed  it  prudent  and 
expedient  to  swear  the  cause  off,  till  the  next  term,  which  commenced  its 
session  on  the  14th  ultimo,  at  which  time,  on  examining  the  limb  of  the 
patient,  the  bone  was  found  perfectly  consolidated,  firm  and  strong,  with 
but  little  thickening,  or  bulging,  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture,  and  not  more 
than  a  finger's  breadth  shorter  than  the  other  limb. 

After  some  of  the  medical  witnesses  had  expressed  a  decided  opinion 
to  the  plaintiff  and  his  counsel,  that  he  could  not  obtain  a  verdict  against 
the  physician,  on  the  advice  of  the  counsel  the  suit  was  discontinued,  by 
agreement  that  each  party  should  pay  their  own  costs.  The  defendant 
was  induced  to  accept  such  a  proposition,  even  though  he  was  morally  cer- 
tain, that  if  the  cause  had  been  carried  to  trial,  the  verdict  would  have 
been  in  his  favor,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  costs,  as  he 
would  have  been,  because  the  plaintiff  was  not  in  possession  of  a  dollar's 
worth  of  property,  beyond  that  exempted  by  statute. 

The  doctor  was  prepared  to  show  by  witnesses  and  good  authority, 
that  the  tardy  union,  in  this  instance,  could  be  attributed  to  other  causes 
than  ignorance  or  negligence  on  his  part.  One  of  the  best  'authorities, 
to  which  reference  was  had,  was  a  paper  written  by  Dr.  George  W. 
Norris,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  published 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  New  Series,  Vol.  111. 
Dr.  Norris,  in  the  introduction  to  his  article,  remarks,  "  Few  subjects  in 
surgery  possess  so  much  interest  and  importance,  or  have  more  justly 
exercised  the  pens  of  writers,  than  injuries  to  the  bones,  with  their  con- 
sequences ;  and  yet  we  find,  at  this  day,  many  points  in  relation  to  them 
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demanding  farther  investigation.  Of  this  kind  is  that  state  of  the  parts 
following  upon  a  solution  of  continuity  in  the  bony  structure,  termed  un- 
united fracture;  the  causes,  pathology,  treatment,  &tc,  of  which,  are  all 
matters  upon  which  indefinite  ideas  are  held  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
practitiont-'rs." 

Dr.  Norris's  paper  is  concise  and  clear  ;  and  yet  sufficiently  full,  upon 
all  important  points,  for  all  practical  purposes.  Tables  of  cases  of  frac- 
ture, from  quite  a  number  of  authorities,  and  an  analysis  of  them,  are 
furnished,  to  show  that  non-union  of  fractured  bones  does  not  often  occur ; 
and  yet  oftener  than  one  would  infer,  if  he  were  to  judge  merely  from 
a  limited  personal  observation,  or  from  the  reported  cases.  In  relation 
to  this  point,  Dr.  Norris  remarks,  "  In  surgery,  unhappily,  we  are  all  too 
prone  to  silence  in  regard  to  our  unfortunate  cases,  while  it  is  rare  that 
success  after  an  operation  at  all  out  of  the  common  course,  is  not  made 
known."  According  to  references  introduced  by  Dr.  Norris,  one  au- 
thority asserts,  that  non-union  of  fractures  does  not  occur  oftener  than  six 
or  eight  times  in  a  thousand  ;  and  another  says  that  it  happens  only  five 
or  six  times  in  nearly  four  thousand  cases. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  my  field  and  opportunities  for  observation  are 
anything  like  those  of  surgeons  who  have,  for  many  years,  been  connected 
with  large  hospitals ;  and  yet  1  think  I  can  recall  to  mind  some  ten  or 
twelve  cases  of  fracture,  where  either  a  tardy  union,  or  a  fibro-ligamentous 
union,  or  a  false  joint,  was  the  result.  The  first,  fracture  and  non-union 
of  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm,  came  under  my  observation  about  thirty 
years  ago,  while  I  was  a  pupil.  The  second  was  a  perfectly-formed  ar- 
tificial joint,  which  existed  in  the  humerus  of  a  man,  who  had  been  a 
soldier  in  the  army  of  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  the  third 
case,  there  was  fracture  of  the  bones  of  both  le^s  below  the  knee.  In 
one,  bony  union  took  place  readily  ;  but  in  the  other,  the  tibia  remained 
moveable  for  many  months,  and  whether  it  ever  became  firm  and  con- 
solidated, I  never  learned.  The  fourth  case  fell  under  my  observation 
while  I  was  connected  with  a  medical  school  in  Vermont.  It  was  a  frac- 
ture of  the  femur,  just  above  the  patella,  which  had  been,  for  many 
months,  treated  for  a  dislocation.  An  attempt  was  made  to  effect  bony 
union  by  pressure  and  splints  ;  but  whether  successful  or  not,  Icannot  say. 
Thefifth  case  happened  toa  laboringman,  u  aclay  digger,"  whowascaught 
under  a  mass  of  earth,  and  received  a  severe  contusion  of  his  shoulder, 
and  fracture  of  the  ulna  near  its  middle.  The  pain  and  swelling  seemed 
to  be  altogether  confined  to  the  humerus  and  shoulder-joint.  In  that 
situation  no  discoloration,  or  fracture,  could  be  detected.  In  a  short 
time  the  patient  again  resumed  the  use  of  his  spade.  After  he  had  been 
engaged  in  this  way  for  some  time,  he  complained  of  weakness  of  the 
fore-arm,  and  on  examination,  a  fracture  of  the  ulna,  and  non-union,  were 
discovered.  Whether  any  treatment  was  adopted  to  effect  union,  and 
with  what  result,  I  know  not.  The  sixth  case  was  one  in  which  there 
was  a  fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna  in  two  places — one  united,  and  the 
other  did  not.  The  seventh  case  might  be  called  one  of  tardy  union  of 
the  thigh.    At  the  end  of  twelve  or  fourteen  weeks,  the  bone  yielded  in 
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the  seat  of  the  fracture  very  freely.  A  starch  bandage  was  applied,  and 
I  was  informed  that  a  cure  was  effected.  Something  over  a  year  since 
I  saw  another  case  of  what  would  be  called  tardy  union  of  fracture  of 
the  tibia.  At  the  end  of  three  or  four  months  no  bony  callus  had  formed. 
In  about  a  year  the  fracture  became  firm.  In  the  ninth  case  there  was 
perfect  pseudarthrosis  of  the  femur,  within  two  inches  of  the  knee-joint, 
which  had  existed  two  or  three  years.  Without  the  aid  of  something  to 
stiffen  the  limb,  the  patient  was  unable  to  walk. 

The  tenth  case  occurred  in  my  own  practice,  about  a  year  and  a  half 
ago.  The  subject  of  it,  in  a  drunken  frolic,  was  thrown  into  deep  snow, 
with  one  or  two  persons  upon  him,  by  which  an  oblique  fracture  of  the 
tibia  and  fibula  was  produced.  A  sharp  point  of  the  tibia  perforated  the 
skin.  The  small  wound,  thus  produced,  healed  by  the  first  intention  ; 
though  some  ten  days  after,  a  moderate  degree  of  suppuration  took  place 
over  the  extreme  point  of  the  bone  ;  not,  however,  at  the  point  where 
the  skin  was  punctured.  At  the  end  of  two  months  no  bony  callus  had 
formed,  though  the  patient  had  been  kept  quiet  in  bed.  Blisters,  iodine, 
compression,  and  firm  dressings,  constituted  the  subsequent  mode  of  treat- 
ment for  five  or  six  months.  At  this  time  the  patient  again  returned  to 
his  old  habit  of  intoxication  ;  and,  of  course,  took  himself  out  of  my 
hands,  with  a  fibro-ligamentous  union  of  the  tibia.  I  have  not  seen  the 
patient  for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  so  that  I  cannot  now  speak  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  limb.* 

The  eleventh  case  is  the  subject  of  this  report,  whose  history  and  result 
have  already  been  given. 

The  twelfth  and  last  case  that  I  can  now  bring  to  mind,  is  a  fracture 
of  the  femur,  within  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  patella,  which  occurred 
in  the  first  week  in  May  last,  in  my  absence  in  attendance  at  the  late 
National  Medical  Convention.  It  has  been  in  charge  of  one  of  our 
best  physicians  and  surgeons  ;  and  I  have  aided  twice  or  three  times  in 
dressing  it.  The  straight  position,  permanent  extension,  long  splint, 
compresses  and  roller,  constituted  the  plan  of  treatment ;  and  yet,  up  to 
this  date,  no  bony  union  has  taken  place. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  the  fourth,  ninth  and  twelfth  cases,  there  is 
a  great  similarity — all  fractures  of  the  lower  part  of  the  femur  ;  and,  in 
all  probability,  extending  into  the  bursa,  just  above  the  patella,  or  into 
the  cavity  of  the  joint,  which  may  have  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of 
non-union. 

I  might  have  mentioned,  in  connection  with  an  account  of  the  elbow 
mal-practice  suit  (the  subject  of  my  former  communication),  a  curious 
coincidence.  On  returning  from  Delaware  County,  last  September,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Tabor,  the  counsellor  for  the  plaintiff,  with  mutual 
regrets  that  the  suit  could  not  have  been  tried,  and  on  my  part  with 
almost  a  determination  not  to  go  again,  a  lad,  about  twelve  years  of  age, 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  met  with  the  patient  upon  the  side  walk,  with  one  crutch,  which 
seemed  to  be  quite  as  necessary  to  preserve  his  equilibrium,  as  respected  his  body,  as  to  supply 
the  place  of  a  defective  limb.  However,  to  show  me  that  he  could  progress  with  his  organs  of 
locomotion,  he  lifted  it,  and  hobbled  off  tolerably  well. 
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came  lo  my  office  within  half  an  hour  after  my  arrival,  with  what  I  con- 
sidered to  be  a  case  of  injury  of  the  elbow-joint,  of  precisely  the  same  kind 
as  that  of  the  "  possee  man."  The  boy  was  sliding  down  the  banister 
of  a  long  flight  of  stairs  in  our  Exchange  building,  and,  in  some  way. 
his  arm  passed  between  the  rounds,  while  the  weight  of  his  body  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  joint,  so  as  to  produce  a  fracture  of  the  external 
condyle  of  the  humerus,  and  a  posterior  dislocation  of  the  ulna.  The 
nature  of  the  injury  was  so  susceptible  of  being  demonstrated,  and  so  in- 
teresting, as  it  related  to  the  case  under  legal  investigation — and  with  a 
view  to  furnish  testimony  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of 
my  making  another  tedious  journey  to  attend  court  again  in  Delaware 
county,  I  immediately  sent  for  Mr.  Tabor,  before  reducing  and  dressing  the 
dislocation  and  fracture.  After  pointing  out  the  several  points  of  distor- 
tion to  Mr.  T.,  and  the  students  in  my  office,  I  proceeded  to  reduce  it, 
by  grasping  the  fore-arm  with  one  hand,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  hu- 
merus with  the  other.  Forcible  flexion,  conjoined  with  extension  and 
counter-extension,  readily  brought  the  displaced  parts  into  their  proper 
position.  A  compress  was  applied  to  the  fractured  condyle  and  secured 
by  a  roller,  and  the  limb  kept,  by  a  sling,  in  a  position  somewhat  more 
than  at  a  right  angle.  It  has  resulted  in  a  very  good  cure.  Flexion 
is  perfect,  and  extension  nearly  so. 

I  know  of  no  text-book  in  surgery,  which  mentions  injuries  of  the  de- 
scription of  these  two  cases  ;  and  yet  the  general  principle  is  inculcated 
in  all  standard  surgical  works,  of  reducing  the  dislocation  first,  when  dis- 
location and  fracture  co-exist. 

Legal  prosecutions  for  mal-practice  in  surgery  occur  so  often,  that  even 
a  respectable  surgeon  may  well  fear  for  the  results  of  his  surgical  practice. 
We  must  confess,  however,  that  too  many  ignorant  and  careless  men  get 
into  the  ranks  of  our  profession,  who  are  liable  to  commit  errors,  for  the 
consequences  of  which,  the  law  holds  them  responsible.  This  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  necessity  of  higher  attainments  in  our  profession. 

In  several  instances  I  have  known  suits  to  be  sustained  against  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  for  not  reducing  a  dislocated  joint ;  but  very  seldom 
for  the  mal-treatment  of  fractures.  In  the  treatment  of  fractures  more 
or  less  change  from  the  normal  condition  is  a  natural  consequence,  whether 
treated  in  the  most  approved  and  successful  mode  or  not.  No  such 
doubt  or  uncertainty  need  be  the  consequence  of  a  dislocation.  If  a  dis- 
location be  overlooked,  or  not  reduced,  the  charge  of  negligence  or  igno- 
rance is  much  more  likely  to  be  sustained.  As  the  people,  or,  at  least, 
that  class  of  persons  who  are  most  exposed  to  accidents,  and  the  least 
responsible,  either  for  the  surgeon's  bill  for  professional  attendance,  or  for 
the  costs  of  a  suit  for  mal-practice,  seem  to  require  high  surgical  attain- 
ments, would  it  not  be  well,  in  obscure  and  doubtful  cases,  to  divide  the 
responsibility,  by  having  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  best  surgeon 
that  could  be  obtained.  At  all  events,  I  would  advise,  that  a  physician 
or  two,  or  one  or  two  medical  students,  be  invited  to  be  present  at  the 
examination  of  the  case  ;  to  bear  the  nature  of  it  explained,  and  the 
probable  prognosis  ;  and  to  observe  the  course  of  treatment,  as  much  as 
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practicable.  The  profession  must  respect  and  protect  themselves,  exer- 
cise a  spirit  of  liberality  towards  each  other,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not 
deprive  the  most  humble  and  unfortunate  sufferer  of  his  rightful  claims 
for  justice  at  their  hands.  Alden  March. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  July,  1847. 


ETHEREAL  INHALATION— MR..  WELLS'S   CLAIMS  AS  DISCOVERER. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Every  few  days  we  have  information,  through  your  paper,  of  a 
new  pamphlet,  from  one  or  the  other  of  the  claimants  for  ethereal  noto- 
riety in  Boston,  which  is  followed  up  by  congratulatory  notices  from 
friends,  who  at  last  begin  to  draw  their  breath  and  thank  their  stars  that 
the  thing  is  settled  in  their  favor.  This  is  very  pleasant  for  them — very. 
But  we  must  beg  leave  to  inform  these  gentlemen,  that  although  Boston 
is  quite  a  village,  it  is  not  the  whole  world  ;  that  some  other  places  are 
entitled  to  consideration  ;  and  that  so  far  from  the  claims  of  the  gentle- 
men down  East  being  conceded,  there  are  few  or  none  in  Connecticut, 
who  have  studied  the  merits  of  the  case,  who  do  not  give  Mr.  Wells  all 
lie  demands.  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Morton  have  each  written,  or  allow- 
ed to  be  written,  a  long  pamphlet — you  might  almost  say  a  volume — be- 
ginning with  their  infancy  and  ascending  to  the  period  of  their  immortal 
discovery.  No  doubt  this  will  tend  much  to  increase  their  reputation, 
when  everything  rests  on  facts,  but  would  be  peculiarly  mortifying  if  the 
succeeding  facts  should  prove  no  facts,  or  not  strong  enough  to  establish 
their  claim  to  immortality.  It  would  seem  as  if  they  had  counted  upon 
this  before  proving  their  title  to  it.  The  length  of  the  pamphlets  and 
labored  arguments  are  no  great  evidence  of  right  now-a-days.  Wells  is  a 
little  more  modest  ;  he  leaves  to  posterity  to  inquire  where  he  was  born  ; 
but  his  pamphlet  is  brief,  explicit,  comes  exactly  to  the  point,  and  de- 
molishes his  antagonists  with  the  blows  of  a  trip  hammer.  Messrs.  J. 
and  M.  have  done  one  good  thing  :  like  the  Kilkenny  cats,  they  have 
swallowed  each  other,  and  nothing  remains  but  their  tales.  Dr.  Jackson 
has  shown  conclusively  that  Mr.  Morton  got  all  his  information  from  him, 
and  that  he  (J.)  took  all  the  responsibility,  he.  ;  while  Mr.  Morton  has 
proved,  in  an  equally  clear  manner,  that  in  1846,  while  he  (M.)  was  ex- 
perimenting with  ether,  Dr.  Jackson  knew  nothing  about  its  specific 
effect,  and  that  he  considered  ether  in  his  (M.'s)  hands  as  much  a  hum- 
bug, as  he  had  two  years  before  nitrous  oxide  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wells. 
As  they  have  pretty  effectually  silenced  each  other,  there  is  a  little  oppor- 
tunity for  Mr.  Wells,  who  has  been  very  quietly  waiting,  to  be  heard  again, 
knowing  that  truth  would  at  last  come  to  light.  The  two  champions 
have  killed  each  other,  and  he  will  now  strip  off  their  spoils.  Mr.  Mor- 
ton seems  to  have  been  badly  used  by  his  antagonist ;  but  has  behaved, 
on  the  whole,  pretty  well.  There  is  no  shirk  about  him,  and  he  boldly 
stands  up  to  his  dates.  He  does  not  pretend  to  claim  earlier  than  1846, 
and  this  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  his  honesty.    But  the  evidence 
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is  irresistible  that  he  was  anticipated,  not  so  much  as  respects  the  use  of 
ether  (though  that  is  true),  but  in  the  use  of  gas  in  surgical  operations, 
which  is  the  real  point. 

The  questions  to  settle,  then,  are  these.  Did  Dr.  Jackson  discover 
this  use  of  ether  before  Wells  discovered  the  value  of  nitric  oxide  gas  ? 
Again,  is  the  discoverer  of  the  use  of  nitrous  oxide  entitled  to  the  honors 
claimed?  Did,  then,  Dr.  Jackson  discover  the  use  of  ether  for  the  relief 
of  pain  in  surgical  operations  as  early  as  1842?  I  answer,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  he  did ;  it  is  evident,  to  my  mind,  that  the  whole  thing 
was  an  after-thought.  It  is  not  improbable  that  after  breathing  chlorine 
gas,  he  inhaled  that  of  ether,  just  as  a  man  would  thrust  a  burnt  hand 
into  the  nearest  water,  muddy  or  not.  He  states  that  he  inhaled  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  a  chemical  change.  Finding  relief,  how  did  he  not 
know  but  that  his  supposition  was  right,  and  that  the  relief  ivas  owing 
to  chemical  action  on  the  chlorine  ?  Would  this  be  likely  to  suggest  its 
use  to  relieve  the  pain  of  a  cutting  instrument  ?  Is  any  chemical  ac- 
tion to  take  place  upon  the  knife  ?  Dr.  Jackson  evidently  looked  for  re- 
lief from  chemical  action,  if  he  had  time  to  think  at  all.  If  it  came,  why 
would  he  not  be  satisfied  with  his  explanation  ;  that  he  was,  is  evident 
from  what  afterwards  occurred  in  a  similar  case  with  Mr.  Channing.  Dr. 
Jackson  may  have  conversed  upon  the  anodyne  properties  of  ether,  just 
as  every  physician  has  done  ;  may  have  made  crude  suggestions,  to  which 
he  attached  no  importance  himself,  nor  any  one  else,  for  ether  has  been 
used  internally  by  vapor  and  in  the  liquid  form,  for  many  years,  to  allay 
pain  or  calm  the  system  ;  but  this  gives  him,  no  more  than  any  other 
one,  the  right  of  claiming  the  peculiar  effects  of  ether,  now  under  con- 
sideration, as  a  discovery  of  his  own.  It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Jackson 
knew  nothing  of  this  specific  application  earlier  than  1846,  else  why  does 
he  pronounce  it  "  a  humbug,  and  it  is  reckless  in  Morton  Jo  use  it  as  he 
does."  Again,  he  tells  Wells,  in  1841,  that  he  considered  the  use  of 
nitrous  oxide  "  a  humbug ;"  why  so,  if  he  had  found  ether  so  useful  two 
years  before,  and  had  not  tried  the  former  ?  Does  this  bespeak  the  phi- 
losopher? It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  sur- 
gical application  of  either  of  these  before  the  conversation  with  Wells  in 
1844.  We  must,  therefore,  look  upon  Mr.  Bemis's  statement  as  proba- 
bly an  error,  and  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  import  of  Dr.  Jackson's 
language.  This  easily  might  be,  as  a  long  time  had  elapsed,  and  Dr. 
Jackson  had  no  cases  by  which  to  substantiate  the  value  of  his  sugges- 
tion, or  impress  it  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Bemis.  Is  it  not  surprising, 
that  having  hit  upon  the  idea,  he  communicated  it  only  to  Mr.  Bemis, 
and  that,  too,  in  a  very  obscure  manner?  The  advice  to  Mr.  Channing 
to  use  ether,  was  undoubtedly  with  the  expectation  of  chemical  change, 
as  stated  above,  as  Mr.  C.  had  just  inhaled  chlorine  gas.  That  Dr.  J. 
suggested  the  use  of  ether  for  relief  of  pain  in  surgical  cases  to  him, 
rests  on  evidence  too  weak  to  be  entitled  to  any  consideration,  especially 
as  it  is  opposed,  point  blank,  by  Dr.  Jackson's  declarations  afterwards. 

Why  were  the  Boston  gentlemen  so  careful  to  say  nothing  about  Mr. 
Wells  in  their  first  articles  ?    The  truth  is  now  manifest,  and  admitted  in 
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Boston,  that  the  first  application  of  any  gas  or  vapor  successfully  for  the 
relief  of  pain  in  operations,  was  by  Mr.  Wells.  Dr.  Jackson  has  never 
denied  this,  and  such  silence  is  a  strong  evidence  of  endeavoring  to  con- 
ceal him  from  the  public,  trusting  to  great  names  as  a  defence.  This 
subject  of  nitrous  oxide  is  evidently  a  very  ticklish  one,  and  Morton  and 
Jackson  both  keep  as  far  from  it  as  possible.  Dr.  J.  condescends  to 
turn  up  his  nose  at  it  in  his  pamphlet,  and  considers  it  of  little  value  ; 
but  that  statement  remains  to  be  proved.  When  anything  is  said  on  the 
subject,  Dr.  Jackson  is  careful  always  to  put  in  the  word  ether  ;  when 
Wells  cites  his  conversation  with  Dr.  J.,  the  doctor  replies,  "  I  wish  you 
to  state,  in  my  behalf,  to  Mr.  Dixon,  that  Mr.  Wells  never  said  a  word 
to  me  about  the  use  of  sulphuric  or  other  ether  vapor,  nor  ever  mentioned 
the  word  1  ether '  in  my  presence."  Dr.  Jackson  here  in  a  manner 
admits  the  conversation,  but  quibbles,  as  it  appears  to  me,  about  the  word 
u  ether,"  which  is  of  little  importance.  He  does  not  deny  that  Mr. 
Wells  spoke  about  nitric  oxide  gas,  the  real  point  in  dispute  ;  for  here 
was  where  the  idea  was  communicated,  and  here  where  the  doctor 
thought  the  use  of  any  such  thing  a  "  humbug  ;"  an  opinion  he  evidently 
held  long  after,  until  Mr.  Morton  had  demonstrated  the  value  of  ether, 
as  Mr.  Warren  has  conclusively  shown  in  his  very  pithy  pamphlet.  Has 
there  not  been  a  little  disingenuousness,  on  the  part  of  Dr.  J.,  in  thus 
withholding  a  part  of  the  truth  ? 

Dr.  J.  again  endeavors  to  establish  his  claim,  by  showing  that 
Wells's  discovery  was  valueless.  Even  if  he  had  proved  this,  which 
he  has  not,  he  cannot  show  but  that  the  use  of  the  one  suggested  the 
other ;  but  he  is  entirely  mistaken  in  the  premises.  My  own  belief  is, 
that  too  favorable  an  opinion  has  been  formed  respecting  the  use  of  ether. 
I  have  seen  and  known  of  its  failing  or  proving  dangerous  so  often,  that 
it  appears  to  me  warrantable  to  use  it  only  exceptionally,  and  in  very  bad 
cases.  This  remark  may  also  apply  to  the  nitrous  oxide,  but  so  far  as 
experiments  have  been  made  with  a  well-prepared  gas,  it  has  operated 
equally  well  with  ether,  and  is,  I  think,  the'  least  dangerous  of  the  two. 
As  to  its  causing  dangerous  excitement,  irregular  action,  and  being  un- 
manageable, it  is  no  more  true  of  this  than  of  ether,  and  patients  sit  quite 
as  tranquil  under  its  operation.  An  error  in  the  minds  of  surgeons  con- 
sists in  their  supposing  a  sedative  effect  desirable,  and  ether  appears  to 
produce  this  more  so  than  the  nitrous  oxide.  So  far  from  this  being  the 
physiological  condition  desired,  we  wish  to  exalt  the  nervous  system 
above  the  depressing  effect  of  pain,  and  thus  counteract  the  specific  ac- 
tion of  the  system,  called  pain.  This  is  the  reason  why  I  referred  to  it 
in  1845,  in  the  following  sentence,  speaking  of  the  physiological  state 
of  the  system  referred  to.  ';  The  nitrous  oxide  gas  has  been  used  in 
quite  a  number  of  cases  by  our  dentists,  during  the  extraction  of  teeth, 
and  has  been  found,  by  its  excitement,  perfectly  to  destroy  pain,  the  pa- 
tients appearing  very  merry  during  the  operation,  and  no  unpleasant 
effects  follow."  This  was  in  June,  1845.  The  article  is  head- 
ed, "  On  the  Modus  Operandi  of  Medicines,"  and  appeared  in  the  Bos- 
ton Journal.    Why,  upon  the  publication  of  this,  does  not  Dr.  Jackson 
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lay  claim  to  a  more  important  discovery  ?  Had  he  made  it  at  this  time  ? 
I  rather  think  not.  In  all  the  experiments  at  Hartford,  the  nitrous  oxide 
has  been  quite  as  successful  as  ether,  if  not  more  so,  though  it  has  not 
been  tried  in  any  capital  cases.  I  had  thought  of  applying  it  to  larger 
operations  than  those  of  dentistry,  soon  after  Mr.  Wells  made  the  dis- 
covery, but  having  no  opportunities  for  hospital  experiments,  did  not ; 
and  it  was  for  this  reason  Mr.  Wells  visited  Boston,  where  there  was  a 
better  field  for  a  fair  trial.  The  thing  did  not  meet  with  favor  in  Boston, 
though  clearly  presented.  It  would  probably  have  been  otherwise  had 
Mr.  Wells  laid  his  case  before  the  faculty  in  New  York. 

The  following  gives  us  a  concise  summing  up  of  all  the  testimony. 
It  is  conceded  that  Mr.  Wells  used  nitrous  oxide  as  early  as  1844.  Mr. 
Morton  uses  ether  in  1846  ;  but  why  does  he  ?  Because  he  went  to 
^Dr.  Jackson  for  the  prot.  ox.  nitrogen,  and  the  doctor  gave  him  ether. 
Why  does  a  dentist  in  Boston  try  to  get  this  gas  ?  Because  a  brother 
dentist  in  Hartford  had  told  him,  two  years  before,  that  it.  would  prevent 
pain  in  extracting  teeth.  Why  does  Dr.  Jackson  substitute  something 
else  ?  Because  he  thought  neither  worth  a  pin,  but  that  being  similar, 
ether  was  just  as  likely  to  be  useful  as  the  other,  and  much  less  trouble- 
some to  prepare.  Morton  goes  off  and  tries  this,  thinks  he  has  made  a 
discovery,  and  neither  Jackson  nor  Morton  know  which  of  the  two  most 
entitled  to  it,  while  both  must  refer  to  Wells  as  the  true  suggester  of  the 
idea  which  Morton  carried  out.  Wells's  experiment  with  ether  proved  it 
not  more  successful  than  the  gas,  and  much  more  disagreeable  in  its  effects  : 
therefore  he  preferred  the  latter.  This  does  not  militate  against  his  title, 
even  though  the  ether  should  prove  best.  All  discoveries  have  been  im- 
proved upon,  and  it  would  be  surprising  that  one  person  should  discover 
and  perfect  a  thing  like  this.  Mr.  W.  establishes  fully  his  claims  respect- 
ing the  gas  ;  he  could  easily  afford  to  give  the  ether  to  the  Boston  gentle- 
men, without  weakening  his  claims  to  the  honor  belonging  to  the  true 
discoverer  of  the  destroyer  of  pain,  since  the  two  agents  are  so  perfectly 
alike  in  their  effects  that  one  would  necessarily  suggest  the  other,  as  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  Wells  himself.  Thus  Mr.  Wells's  claims  stand  out  clear  and 
explicit,  depending  not  on  the  feeble  memory  of  any  man,  but  fully  established 
by  a  printed  document  as  early  as  1845.  He  relies  not  on  dreams  and 
visions  of  the  past,  or  disjointed  suggestions  of  fancy,  but  on  solid  facts 
and  demonstration,  experiments  first  begun  on  himself  and  faithfully  car- 
ried out  by  others  in  this  city. 

Against  these  we  have  arrayed  Mr.  Morton's  statement  that  he  used 
ether  in  1846,  two  years  after,  and  this  proved  to  be  done  in  carrying 
out  Wells's  idea,  which  he  did  successfully  with  an  agent  Wells  had 
tried  but  pronounced  inferior.  Dr.  Jackson  goes  back  to  1842,  but  in  so 
obscure  a  manner  that  it  is  evident  he  is  groping  in  the  dark,  and  bis  last 
hope  is  completely  destroyed  by  the  testimony  of  others,  who  prove  him 
ignorant  of  this  very  thing  at  a  much  later  date.  Morton's  pamphlet  ex- 
tinguishes him. 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  testimony  of  the  Boston  claimants  leads  to 
the  following  conclusion  ;  and  as  it  is  just  what  Mr.  Wells  first  supposed 
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was  the  case,  it  is  undoubtedly  true.  A  lady  calls  on  Mr.  Morton  to 
have  a  tooth  extracted,  and  a  complete  set  of  teeth  inserted,  but  has  not 
the  courage  to  submit  to  the  preliminary  step.  This  being  too  good  a 
job  to  lose,  Mr.  M.  refers  her  to  Mr.  Wells's  discovery,  and  she  consents 
to  have  the  tooth  out  under  the  influence  of  the  gas.  Mr.  Morton  then 
calls  on  Dr.  J.  and  requests  the  loan  of  a  bag,  that  he  may  make  the  pa- 
tient inhale  common  air  under  the  belief  that  it  is  the  nitrous  oxide,  ope- 
rating on  her  imagination  at  least  long  enough  to  allow  him  to  get  a  good 
hold.  Dr.  J.  dissuades  him  from  deceiving  the  patient.  Mr.  M.  then 
requests  some  of  the  gas  that  Mr.  Wells  used.  Dr.  J.  says  it  is  too  trou- 
blesome to  prepare,  and  that  ether  is  just  as  good.  This  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  Boston  witnesses  ;  and  out  of  such  materials  has  this 
case  been  built  up.  I  leave  it  with  any  candid  man,  without  fear,  to 
pronounce  a  decision. 

It  may  be  well  enough,  in  closing,  tosay  a  word  or  two  respecting  theletter 
addressed  to  Mr.  M.  by  Mr.  W.,  which  the  Boston  folks  think  so  much  of. 
It  seems  that  Mr.  Morton  wrote  Wells  that  he  had  made  a  discovery  of  a 
compound,  perfectly  manageable,  never  failing,  and  that  the  patient  remain- 
ed quiet  as  long  as  the  operator  desired,  and  inviting  Wells  to  come  on  and 
help  get  the  thing  going.  Wells  wrote  back  that  if  the  compound  produced 
these  effects,  then  it  was  invaluable,  not  claiming  that  his  own  discovery 
was  infallible.  Wells  went  on,  and  found  Morton  using  no  compound,  but 
the  very  tiling  he  had  himself  tried  and  found  of  less  value,  and  proving  un- 
successful much  oftener  in  Morton's  hands  than  the  nitrous  oxide  had  in 
his  own,  three  out  of  four  cases  failing.  He  left  Mr.  Morton,  being  fully 
satisfied  that  he  had  no  claim  either  to  priority  or  as  introducing  a  better 
agent.  This  is  the  plain  statement  as  respects  the  letter,  which,  when 
understood,  strengthens  Wells's  cause,  for  Morton  would  not  have  written 
to  him  had  he  not  been  connected  with  the  business  in  some  shape  be- 
fore. This  letter  was  written  to  Wells  two  years  after  it  is  proved  that 
Wells  went,  to  Boston  and  announced  his  discovery.  Moreover,  what 
are  we  to  think  of  Morton's  statement  of  a  compound?  Would  it  not 
at  once  indicate  that  some  simple  agent  had  been  successful  with  'Wells 
before,  and  would  it  not  also  prove  a  desire  to  conceal  something  which, 
if  known,  would  have  invalidated  his  whole  claim?  This  appears  almost 
self-evident.  Had  something  not  been  revealed  to  Morton,  he  never 
would  have  written  about  his  compound,  for  it  was  not  true,  nor  other- 
wise necessary  ;  he  would  have  simply  stated  his  discovery  of  a  peculiar 
agent. 

I  have  not  intended  to  say  anything  respecting  the  motives  of  the 
Boston  gentlemen  ;  they  may  be  perfectly  honest,  but  are  most  certainly 
self-deceived,  to  say  the  least,  and  I  have  felt  it  a  duty  due  Mr.  Wells 
and  all  whom  it  may  concern,  as  far  as  possible,  to  point  out  where  the 
mistake  has  originated,  or  at  least  where  has  been  the  departure  from  the 
truth,  which  1  have  done  in  as  forbearing  a  spirit  as  possible,  being  willing 
rather  to  consider  the  gentlemen  self-deceived  than  wishing  to  deceive 
others.  P.  W.  Ellsworth. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  July  20,  1847. 
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CASE  OF  INFLAMMATION,  WITH.  OBSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BOWELS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  Isaac  S.,  of  Poultney,  Vt.,  aged  50,  was  taken  on  the  9th  ult., 
with  pain  in  the  bowels.    I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  10th.    Found  the  pulse  90,  full  and  strong.    The  tongue  covered 
with  a  white  fur ;  abdomen  slightly  tympanitic,  with  obscure  tenderness 
about  the  umbilicus,  extending  to  the  right  side.    The  history  of  the  case 
discovered  that  there  had  been  colic  pains,  with  great  difficulty  of  pro- 
ducing free  discharges  from  the  bowels,  for  some  months  previous.  Bled 
the  patient  one  and  a  half  pounds,  and  prescribed  ten  grains  calomel  with 
fifteen  grains  jalap,  to  be  followed  by  enema  ol.  pirn.,  ol.  ricini  and  milk, 
if  necessary.  Saw  the  patient  the  next  morning.    Cathartic  and  enema  had 
produced  no  effect.    Tympanitis  and  tenderness  increased.    Pulse  100, 
but  less  strength.    Pain  severe  and  constant.    Prescribed  twenty  grains 
calomel  and  two  grains  opium,  to  be  followed  in  two  hours  by  cathartic 
•    of  ol.  pirn.,  5  ij. ;  ol.  ricini.  §  ij. ;  molasses,  §  ij.    Visited  the  patient 
again  in  the  afternoon.    Cathartic  had  not  taken  effect.    All  the  symp- 
toms aggravated.    As  the  pulse  was  again  strong,  the  patient  was  bled 
one  pound.    The  tympanitis  was  the  greatest  I  ever  saw  :  not  the  slight- 
est perceptible  yielding  could  be  produced  by  any  amount  of  pressure. 
The  parietes  of  the  abdomen  were  as  firm  as  the  cranium,  and  the  volume 
from  two  to  three  times  the  natural  size.    Considering  the  case  hopeless 
unless  an  evacuation  could  be  procured,  I  sent  for  croton  oil,  and  in  the 
meantime  placed  the  patient  in  a  warm  bath,  and  administered  another 
injection,  but  without  the  desired  effect.    No  evacuation  from  the  bowels 
was  obtained,  though  the  enema  was  repeated,  and  stimulating  liniment 
rubbed  upon  the  abdomen.    But  the  system  was  relaxed  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree.    The  pulse  sunk,  a  clammy  sweat  broke  out,  stupor,  insen- 
sibility to  pain,  fee,  so  that  stimulus  was  immediately  and  indispensably 
necessary  to  revive  the  flagging  powers  of  the  system.    When  re-action 
had  taken  place,  six  drops  of  croton  oil  were  given  by  the  mouth,  and  the 
rectum  kept  distended  by  warm-water  enemata.    After  waiting  two 
hours,  five  drops  more  of  croton  oil  were  administered,  and  the  warm- 
water  enemata  continued.     During  this   time  the    patient  remained 
in  a  comatose  state,  with  a  constant  tendency  to  collapse.    An  hour 
after  the  last  dose  of  croton  oil,  a  slight  fecal  discharge  was  obtained, 
mixed  with  corn  hulls  which  had  been  eaten  five  days  previously.  No 
more  passages  taking  place,  five  drops  croton  oil  were  given,  and  the 
warm-water  injections  repeated  and  continued  till  morning,  when  several 
evacuations  were  obtained,  with  alleviation  of  the  tympanitis  and  other 
urgent  symptoms. 

The  subsequent  treatment  consisted  in  alterative  doses  of  calomel,  fol- 
lowed at  proper  intervals  by  laxatives  and  small  doses  of  oil  of  pirn. 
This,  with  blistering,  removed  the  tympanitis  and  inflammation,  so  that 
the  patient  was  restored  to  a  healthier  state  than  previous  to  the  attack. 

I  consider  croton  oil  the  effectual  remedy  in  the  case  which  has  been 
detailed  ;  and  had  I  a  similar  case  to  treat  again,  I  would  resort  earlier  to 
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the  use  of  this  remedy,  aiding  it  by  large  enemata  of  warm  water.  So 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  croton  oil  is  by  far  the  safest  and  most 
effectual  remedy  within  our  reach  in  this  and  similar  cases,  and  its  use 
should  not  be  delayed  till  the  case  is  beyond  hope. 

West  Foultney,  Vt.,  July  16th,  1847.  Wm.  H.  Miller. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE  OF  CINCINNATI— NEUROLOGY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  allusions  which  you  have  occasionally  made  to  :c  Dr.  Bu- 
chanan," and  to  the  "  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,"  of  Cincinnati,  ren- 
der it  my  duty  to  send  you  a  few  lines  for  publication,  with  the  view 
of  imparting  correct  information  upon  these  subjects  to  your  readers. 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  of  Cincinnati,  is  a  new  medical  col- 
lege, of  seven  professorships,  which  are  filled  by  gentlemen  who  have 
sufficient  reputation  as  medical  teachers  (especially  among  those  who 
have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  their  lectures),  to  insure  the  prosperity 
of  the  Institute.  The  friends  of  this  College  believe  and  assert  that,  in 
various  important  points,  its  merits  as  a  school  of  practical  and  philo- 
sophical medicine  are  not  surpassed  in  America  or  Europe.  Its  oppo- 
nents, who  are  unacquainted  with  its  characteristics,  except  from  rumor, 
and  who  have  rival  interests  at  state,  not  only  deny  its  claims,  but  mis- 
represent its  principles  and  practice.  A  professor  in  the  Ohio  Medical 
College  even  intimated,  in  a  public  lecture,  that  anatomy  was  neglected 
or  but  partially  taught  in  the  Institute.  The  truth,  however,  is,,  that  the 
study  of  anatomy  has  been  prosecuted  with  remarkable  zeal — the  sup- 
ply of  materiel  has  been  abundant,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  class  was 
a  matter  of  honorable  pride  to  the  professor  of  anatomy,  who  frequently 
expressed  a  desire  that  medical  visiters  might  be  present  at  his  regular 
examinations. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  the  Institute  to  lower  the  standard  of  medical 
education.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  the  wish  of  the  Faculty  to  do 
something  for  its  elevation,  and  especially  to  establish  annual  prizes  or 
medals  (as  a  reward  of  accurate  and  extensive  attainments)  open  to  a  free 
competition  to  all  under-graduates  in  medicine,  of  any  school  whatever. 
They  are  confident  that  their  own  students  will  not  shrink  from  this  test, 
nor  fail  in  trial  to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  their  teachers.  The  trial 
by  public  concours  is  the  best  method  of  elevating  the  standard  of  attain- 
ments, both  with  students  and  professors.  In  this  matter  we  are  ready 
either  to  co-operate  with  others,  or  to  establish  the  prizes  at  our  own 
expense. 

If  among  our  immediate  neighbors  and  interested  opponents  a  jealous 
and  illiberal  spirit  should  be  shown  as  above  mentioned,  we  are  not  sur- 
prised, as  we  Jcnow  the  men,  but  we  are  too  well  satisfied  with  the  strength 
of  our  position,  and  the  certainty  of  our  success,  to  be  much  annoyed,  even 
by  the  most  virulent  and  ungenerous  opposition.    Envy,  malice  and  mis- 
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representation,  so  often  follow  an  independent  and  successful  career,  that 
we  expect  them  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  building  which  we  have  erected  is  a  very  respectable  edifice  at  pre- 
sent, and  when  completed,  according  to  our  plan,  will  be  one  of  the 
most  imposing  edifices  of  the  Queen  city.  As  this  has  all  been  accom- 
plished in  a  short  time  by  the  Faculty,  who,  without  endowment  or 
governmental  assistance,  have  provided  everything  necessary  to  efficient 
instruction  in  a  medical  college,  it  need  not  be  doubted  that  the  same 
devoted  energy  will  sustain  them  through  the  enterprise,  in  establishing 
an  institution  of  the  highest  order. 

Our  practical  and  philosophical  doctrines  are  materially  different  from 
those  of  the  old  school  in  medicine,  but  we  believe  that  we  differ  mainly 
by  being  in  advance,  and  occupying  that  ground  at  present  which  the 
whole  profession  must  shortly  occupy,  and  to  which  indeed  they  are  at 
present  approaching.  We  feel  no  doubt  that  we  are  in  the  right ;  we 
have  no  difficulty  in  convincing  those  who  hear  us,  and  we  should  be 
extremely  gratified  to  have  our  improvements  critically  tested  in  a  public 
and  authentic  manner,  in  hospital  practice.  The  public  are  becoming 
well  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  improvements  (not  by  noise  and 
puffing,  but  by  witnessing  their  effects),  and  have  consequently  kept  the 
Faculty  too  laboriously  engaged  in  professional  duties  to  admit  of  their 
doing  themselves  justice  by  systematic  works,  or  even  medical  essays. 

One  of  the  Faculty  you  mention  as  an  "  indomitable  lecturer  upon 
the  shadow  of  a  shadow."  Your  description  may  be  true,  if  his  subjects, 
"  Physiology  and  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,"  are  to  be  classed  among 
the  shadows  of  medical  science.  But  if  your  allusion  aims  at  his  lec- 
tures upon  neurology,  let  me  remark  that  unless  phrenology  be  a  mere 
shadow,  your  description  cannot  be  appropriate.  The  science  of  neurology 
includes  the  most  extensive  and  practical  system  of  phrenology,  which  has 
ever  been  presented  to  the  world — one  by  which  we  may  learn  the 
mental  character  of  an  individual  with  far  greater  precision  than  was  ever 
before  practicable,  and  by  which  we  may  ascertain,  from  the  craniological 
development,  the  physiological  peculiarities  of  the  whole  man  ;  the 
relative  power  and  activity  of  the  lungs,  brain,  stomach,  liver,  heart, 
muscles,  &c,  and  their  natural  pathological  tendencies.  How  intensely 
interesting  does  this  render  the  study  of  craniology,  in  connection  with 
pathology.  The  cerebral  conformation  of  every  patient  throws  a  re- 
markable light  upon  the  history  of  his  diseases,  and  gives  one  a  knowledge 
of  his  constitution  which  in  many  cases  might  be  otherwise  unattainable. 
When  I  have  been  able,  in  a  class  of  eighty  gentlemen,  to  point  out  and 
describe,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  peculiar  development  and  func- 
tional action  of  the  lungs  of  each  by  a  hasty  examination  of  the  head, 
such  knowledge  does  not  appear  to  me  very  shadowy.  The  new 
system  of  phrenology,  moreover,  removes  many  rational  objections  which 
were  made  by  anatomists  and  metaphysicians  to  the  Gallian  system,  and 
has  proved  extremely  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  heretofore  regarded 
phrenology  with  an  impartial  and  critical  eye. 

When  you  are  so  careless  as  to  say  that  an  accurate  and  elaborate 
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craniological  and  physiological  science  is  "  the  same  old  sixpence  "  as 
mesmerism,  I  can  devise  no  better  excuse  for  the  remark  than  to  sup- 
pose that  you  aimed,  by  this  idle  bagatelle,  not  to  assert,  but  to  elicit  the 
truth  in  the  form  of  a  reply.  If  you  have  never  learned  that  neurology 
is  a  systematic  anthropology,  and  the  only  anthropology  before  the 
world,  which  even  professes  to  develope  the  whole  constitution  of  man 
— that  it  gives  the  only  explanation  which  has  ever  been  made  of  the 
physiological  relations  of  the  different  portions  of  the  brain  to  the  various 
organs  of  the  body — if  you  were  not  aware  of  this,  it  certainly  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  author.  Perhaps,  when  he  brings  forth  a  work  now  in 
preparation,  you  will  be  able  to  give  a  more  faithful  account  of  the 
science.  Very  respectfully  yours,    J.  R.  Buchanan. 

Cincinnati,  July  14,  1S47. 


FLORIDA  HOTEL  FOR  INVALIDS. 

[Gen.  Dearborn,  the  Mayor  of  Roxbury,  having  received  the  following 
note  from  his  friend  at  Portland,  has  kindly  placed  it  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Journal.  The  subject  of  which  it  treats  is  one  of  special  interest, 
and  merits  the  consideration  of  medical  men  and  others.  We  published 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Wurdemann,  a  few  weeks  since,  on  the  same  subject.] 

Sir, — As  regards  the  matter  of  establishing  a  Hotel,  or  winter  Saratoga, 
at  Lake  Munroe,  in  Florida,  for  the  accommodation  and  benefit  of  inva- 
lids, or  others  that  may  be  equally  attracted  there,  to  escape  the  rigors  of 
our  winters,  we  may  safely  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  has  rarely  been  a 
discovery  so  replete  with  good,  and  so  beneficial  to  our  communities  of 
the  North,  as  the  discovery  of  this  sanatory  retreat  in  Florida.  Reason- 
ing from  the  best  of  authority,  a  winter  climate  has  been  found  in  that 
region  to  surpass  that  of  Italy  or  Cuba.  And  when  we  take  into  con- 
sideration that  it  is  within  the  limits  of  our  Union,  with  all  the  facilities 
and  ready  modes  of  conveyance  to  those  parts,  its  value  is  greatly 
enhanced. 

Without  descanting  upon  the  causes  why,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  that 
we  are  a  dyspeptic  nation.  And  as  dyspepsia  induces  scrofula,  so  scro- 
fula generates  consumption  ;  and  thus  we  so  often  see  lingering  on  the 
verge  of  our  northern  winters,  the  pallid  features  and  sunken  eye  of  the 
invalid.  Others  of  predisposed  and  delicate  constitutions  shrink  from  the 
cold  blast,  and  retire,  with  depression  of  spirits  and  obtuseness  of  intellect, 
to  their  closed  apartments,  with  pensive  feelings,  to  brood  over  their 
miseries.  The  expensive,  long  and  tedious  voyages  to  Italy,  Madeira 
and  Cuba,  so  often  made  by  our  countrymen,  give  rise  to  the  observa- 
tion, that  there  is  probably  no  people,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  has 
felt  the  want  of  a  contiguous  sanatory  retreat,  so  much  as  our  pulmonary 
patients.  Here  the  ties  of  consanguinity  can  be  gratified  ;  and  the  anxious 
friend  and  near  relative  can  be  conveyed,  by  the  rapidity  of  steam,  in 
the  short  space  of  six  or  seven  days,  from  almost  any  part  of  our  country, 
to  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  should  fortuitous  circumstances  demand 
this  gratification. 
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It  is  well  known  to  every  scientific  physician  that  there  is  no  greater 
agent  in  the  cure  and  relief  of  tubercular  consumption  and  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  than  that  of  a  mild,  temperate  and  appropriate 
climate  in  the  Tropics.  In  fact,  I  have  witnessed  cases  of  pulmonary 
disease,  with  caverns  in  the  lung  from  tuberculous  softening,  where,  in 
concurrent  opinion  with  some  of  the  most  intelligent  physicians  of  our 
country,  we  could  not  suppose  the  patient  would  exist  three  weeks,  cured 
by  a  nine  months'  residence  in  the  Tropics. 

Through  the  efficient  instrumentality  of  your  enterprising  citizens,  a 
house,  with  suitable  accommodations,  could  be  erected  that  would  pay  a 
handsome  profit,  besides  benefiting  our  community,  and  the  various  in- 
valids who  would  flock  to  it  from  every  part  of  our  widely-extended 
country.  1  trust  that  this  enterprise  will  arrest  the  attention  of  our  medi- 
cal profession,  whose  zeal  and  interest  in  support  of  this  desirable  object 
would  greatly  accelerate  the  enterprise  and  consummate  the  wishes  of 
many.  Three  institutions,  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  are  needed  for 
our  national  benefit ;  viz.,  a  botanical  garden,  an  agricultural  college,  and 
a  hotel  for  invalids.    With  great  esteem,  I  am  very  respectfully  yours, 

Portland,  July  27,  1847.  Augustus  Mitchell,  M.D. 
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Assurance  against  Sickness. — With  the  multiplication  of  hospitals,  dis- 
pensaries and  charities  of  all  descriptions,  and  the  onward  and  upward 
march  of  pure  medical  science,  all  of  which  contemplate  the  alleviation  of 
human  sufferings,  there  have  grown  into  notice,  and  favor,  too,  institutions 
for  providing  families  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  when  the  strong  arm  on 
which  a  wife  and  children  placed  their  whole  dependence  for  daily  bread, 
is  weakened,  and  the  willing  heart  is  overcome  with  the  assaults  of  disease. 
No  associations  are  of  more  real  importance  to  mankind,  than  those  which, 
regarding  society  in  health,  make  provision  for  sustaining  it  in  that 
state  ;  or,  when  health  is  taken  away  from  individuals,  secure  to  them 
the  quiet  possession  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  whilst  unable  to  procure 
them  by  personal  exertion.  It  is  a  true  system  of  philanthropy  that  seeks 
the  happiness  of  the  members  of  a  community  by  pointing  out  the  method 
through  which  each  one  can  be  the  architect  of  his  own  independence,  as 
well  as  bis  own  worldly  happiness.  This  desideratum  has  been  accom- 
plished, in  a  good  degree,  by  the  organization  of  health  insurance  com- 
panies. They  are  new  with  us,  in  this  section  of  the  union  ;  but  being 
held  in  high  estimation  in  England,  where  their  working  has  met  the  cor- 
dial approval  of  men  of  profound  skill  in  the  science  of  domestic  economy, 
their  establishment  here  involves  no  uncertainties.  The  laws  upon  which 
they  are  founded,  are  reduced  to  a  degree  of  certainty,  in  regard  to  the 
statistics  of  liability  to  sickness.  The  tables  by  which  the  rates  of  pay- 
ment are  made  to  the  insured,  according  to  the  age  of  the  applicant,  arQ 
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exceedingly  curious,  and  gain  upon  our  confidence  in  proportion  to  the  care 
bestowed  while  investigating  the  principles  upon  which  they  are  construct- 
ed. Without  descending  into  fatiguing  particulars,  we  feel  bound  to  call 
the  attention  of  medical  gentlemen  throughout  the  country  to  the  immense 
importance  of  the  subject.  There  is  an  office  in  Tremont  street,  whereby 
the  payment  of  from  four  dollars  seventy-five  cents  to  nine  dollars  fifty 
cents,  a  man,  from  25  to  52  years  of  age,  may  draw  weekly  from  four  to 
six  dollars,  when  an  invalid.  Besides  the  great  benefit  to  the  insured, 
there  would  be  no  complaint  by  the  physician  of  poor  practice  by  loss  of 
bills,  were  the  custom  a  general  one,  as  it  should  be,  of  being  fully  insured. 

A  scheme  so  admirable  as  this,  and,  withal,  so  strictly  economical,  ad- 
dresses itself  at  once  to  the  understanding ;  and  we  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  benefits  of  that  excellent  institution,  the  Massachusetts  Health  Insur- 
ance Company,  may  be  appreciated  by  the  intelligent  people  of  New 
England. 

Sydenham  Society. — A  report  of  the  fifth  general  meeting  of  the  Syden- 
ham Society,  in  London,  May,  1847,  brings  to  recollection  the  claims  of 
the  association.  Something  more  should  be  done  in  the  United  States,  in 
aid  of  the  commendable  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Society  to 
revive  and  circulate  standard  works  of  great  authors  on  medicine  in  by- 
gone a^es.  This  is  really  its  principal  object,  and  hence  the  volumes  which 
have  thus  far  appeared  under  their  auspices,  were  exceeding  rare,  and 
hardly  to  be  found  except  in  public  libraries — not  always  accessible  to  those 
who  would  be  most  desirous  of  consulting  them.  From  the  catalogue  of 
subscribers,  it  seems  that  the  patronage  from  this  country  has  by  no  means 
equalled  a  just  expectation.  The  subscription  is  about  five  dollars  a  year, 
for  which  a  return  is  made  in  choice  re-publications,  not  to  be  procured  in  any 
other  way.  By  the  following  schedule  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been 
a  commendable  activity  manifested  by  the  directors.  The  value  of  this 
select  library  will  be  continually  increasing,  as  the  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety progress.  Dr.  Salter,  Staniford  street,  Boston,  is  the  local  Secretary 
of  New  England,  to  whom  the  profession  is  referred  with  confidence  for 
full  explanations  and  for  specimens  of  the  Society's  publications.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  works  already  issued  by  the  Society. 

For  the  first  year,  1S43-4. — "  Hecker's  Epidemics  of  the  Middle  Ages," 
one  Vol.,  8vo,  pp.  3S0  ;  "Louis  on  Phthisis,"  one  Vol.,  8vo,  pp.  571; 
"  Th.  Sydenham  Opera  Omnia,"  one  Vol.,  Svo,  pp.  668. 

For  the  second  year,  1844-5. — "  The  Seven  Books  of  Paulus  iEgineta, 
Vol.  I.,"  pp.  6S3  ;  "  Observations  on  Aneurism, 'r  one  Vol.,  Svo,  pp.  524; 
"  Simon's  Animal  Chemistry,  Vol.  I.,"  Svo,  pp.  360,  plate. 

For  the  third  year,  1815-6.—"  Simon's  Animal  Chemistry,  Vol.  II.," 
8vo,  pp.  560,  2  plates;  "  Paulus  iEgineta,  Vol.  II.,"  Svo,  pp.  511  ;  "  Hasse's 
Pathology,"  8vo,  pp.  400. 

For  the  fourth  year,  1846-7. — "  The  Works  of  W.  Hewson,"  complete 
in  one  vol.,  8vo,  pp.  360 — 56,  portrait,  and  8  plates;  "Dupuytren's  Lec- 
tures on  Diseases  and  Injuries  of  the  Bones,"  one  Vol.,  8vo,  pp.  459  ; 
"  The  Works  of  W.  Harvey,  M.D.,"  complete  in  one  Vol,,  8vo,  pp.  624 
—98. 


Medical  Publications  in  Philadelphia. — Every  one  familiar  with  the 
operations  of  the  medical  press  knows  very  well  that  Philadelphia  bears 
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away  the  palm  from  every  other  place  in  the  United  States,  with  respect  to 
activity  and  extent  in  the  publishing  of  medical  works.  The  discrimination 
of  the  o-reat  publishers  there,  in  selecting  works  that  rarely  fail  of  being 
well  received,  has  very  much  contributed  to  increase  the  importance  of  their 
trade.  Although  excellent  editions  of  standard  medical  books  are  sent  forth 
from  New  York  and  Boston,  Philadelphia  has  monopolized  the  business,  a 
fact  that  is  tacitly  acknowledged  by  the  profession,  since  it  is  the  place  from 
whence  most  of  the  new,  and  certainly  a  majority  of  the  voluminous,  costly 
American  publications  on  medicine  and  surgery  have  their  typographi- 
cal origin.  With  increasing  patronage,  and  the  favorable  disposition  of 
medical  authors  to  bring  out  their  productions  at  a  point  highly  favorable  to 
a  speedy  circulation  over  the  reading  world,  it  is  probable  that  medical 
printing  is  still  in  its  infancy  there,  though  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that,  in 
the  hands  of  enterprising  publishers  in  other  cities,  the  business  in  them 
will  proportionally  increase.  These  reflections  were  called  up  while  look- 
ing over  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Grigg,  Elliot  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
by  a  recollection,  also,  of  the  vast  number  of  medical  title  pages,  bearing 
the  imprint  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Barrington  &  Haswell,  &c,  names 
intimately  associated  with  the  progress  of  all  the  sciences  in  this  country. 


Medical  Graduation  in  Africa. — From  the  "  Spirit  of  Missions,"  the 
following  account  is  extracted,  of  the  process  of  manufacturing  a  native 
medicine,  or  doctor,  at  the  Taboo  Station.  The  individual  who  is  a  candi- 
date for  this  distinction,  "  is  first  seized  with  a  violent  shaking,  or  ague,  all 
over.  In  this  condition  he  continues  at  intervals  for  several  months.  In 
the  mean  time  he  becomes  solitary  and  abstracted — communing  with  him- 
self in  an  unintelligible  jargon.  His  friends,  after  some  difficulty,  extract 
from  him  the  secret  of  his  malady.  He  declares  that  the  devil  has  called 
him  to  be  a  doctor,  and  has  threatened  heavy  calamities  to  himself  and  his 
people,  should  he  refuse  the  office.  He  is  then  recommended  to  study  the 
art.  With  this  view  he  places  himself  under  the  tuition  of  the  most  cele- 
brated of  the  craft.  During  his  novitiate,  which  he  continues  five  or  six 
months,  he  is  never  permitted  to  wash  the  filth  from  his  body.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  period,  he  returns  to  his  friends,  accompanied  by  his  pre- 
ceptor. The  grand  test  is  now  to  be  made  of  his  proficiency  in  the  sublime 
mysteries  of  the  craft.  The  head  of  a  dog  is  cut  off,  secreted  in  the  jungle, 
and  he  is  commanded  to  find  it.  This  great  achievement  is,  however, 
ushered  in  by  its  appropriate  solemnities.  The  instructer  and  his  pupil 
place  themselves  in  the  centre  of  a  circle,  formed  by  a  large  number 
of  spectators.  The  devil  is*  invoked,  and  all  the  resources  of  the  magic  art 
are  employed.  On  a  sudden,  the  candidate  shakes  violently,  leaps  up  and 
down,  and  is  driven  by  a  supernatural  impulse  to  the  spot  wThere  the  dog's 
head  was  concealed.  He  returns  in  triumph  with  the  trophy,  and  becomes 
licensed  to  trade  in  all  the  lying  wonders  of  his  profession." 


Letkeon  Controversy. — From  the  beginning,  it  has  been  our  determina- 
tion not  to  be  identified  with  either  side  in  the  letheon  controversy,  nor  to 
publish  any  thing  which  might  tend  unnecessarily  to  prolong  it,  from  a 
feeling  of  personal  friendship  towards  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
warmly  engaged  in  it.  But  to  our  extreme  regret,  we  find  that  an  article 
last  week,  by  Mr,  Edward  Warren,  has  given  offence.    It  is  no  fault  of 
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ours,  however,  as  a  reluctant  consent  was  given  to  its  publication,  solely  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  some  error,  or  misap- 
prehension of  facts.    We  never  read  a  word  of  it  till  it  was  in  type. 


Fever  in  Ireland,. — By  the  last  steamer,  the  following  melancholy  intel- 
ligence was  received  In  regard  to  the  increase  of  fever  in  that  stricken  land  : 

It  is  with  great  pain,  says  the  Belfast  Vindicator,  we  feel  it  necessary  to 
announce,  in  every  publication,  the  rapid  progress  of  typhus  fever  in  this 
town.  It  has  spread  its  deadly  influence  through  every  ramification  of  so- 
ciety. The  rich  and  the  poor  have  alike  fallen  victims  to  its  contagious 
poison.  It  is  consolatory  to  know  that  no  exertions  are  being  spared  to 
arrest  its  onward  course.  The  hospital  accommodation  is  at  present  so 
extensive  that  all  the  applications  for  admission  can  be  entertained.  Poor 
creatures  will  no  longer  have  to  subject  themselves  to  the  hardship  of  lying 
at  the  hospital  gates  for  hours  before  they  can  be  received.  The  number 
on  Friday  night,  in  the  hospital  and  camp  tents,  was  about  1,840.  The 
camp  tents  are  exclusively  occupied  by  convalescent  patients.  Those  who 
are. infected  with  fever  in  their  own  abodes  are  still  very  numerous. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  guardians  of  the  Kilkenny  Work-house,  held  on 
the  24th  ult.,  it  was  stated  that  there  were  686  fever  patients  in  the  hos- 
pital connected  with  the  work-house. 


Incident  of  the  Mexican  War. — A  stout,  athletic  Mexican  soldier  pre- 
sented himself  for  admission,  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  York,  by  reason  of 
destitution.  lie  was  recently  from  the  theatre  of  war,  and  on  examination 
was  found  to  have  lost  his  larynx  by  a  musket  ball,  received,  as  we  gather- 
ed from  himself,  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  The  larynx  and  upper  por- 
tion of  the  trachea  appeared  to  have  been  shot  away,  without  wounding 
the  oesophagus  or  pharynx,  his  powers  of  deglutition  being  extraordinary, 
judging  by  the  quantity  of  food  he  ate,  and  the  rapidity  of  his  indulgence 
of  his  appetite.  He  was  speechless,  of  course,  and  permanently  so.  his 
respiration  being  performed  exclusively  through  a  tube  of  silver,  resembling 
a  can ula,  inserted  into  the  trachea,  below  the  cicatrix  left  by  the  wound,  which 
had  entirely  healed.  He  carried  in  his  pocket  a  duplicate  tube,  and  his 
own  account  of  his  case  given  by  signs,  indicated  that  he  had  fallen  into 
good  hands,  the  case  being  highly  creditable  to  Mexican  surgery.  An 
amateur  in  the  war  might  see  in  this  case  an  example  of  sharp-shooting,  no 
less  creditable  to  American  arms.  The  larynx  was  removed  "  scientifi- 
cally," and  by  an  operation  of  a  Yankee  rifle,  which  must  have  been 
skilfully  handled,  and  would  be  very  difficult  of  repetition.  E. 


Hospitals  of  Vera  Cruz. — There  are  only  two  hospitals  (San  Sebastian 
and  Loreto)  belonging  to  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  There  was  formerly  an- 
other, denominated  the  "  Military  Hospital  " — of  which  now  there  is  no 
further  use,  the  balance  of  . the  sick  and  wounded  Mexicans  having  been 
removed  by  order  of  our  Committee  to  the  San  Sebastian  (to  save  expense). 
These  hospitals  are  properly  charity  hospitals,  and  have  endowments 
doing  credit  to  the  city.  The  Loreto  is  intended  for  women,  and  the  San 
Sebastian  for  men — the  first  has  been  continued  in  its  former  establishment, 
the  second,  from  the  injury  received  during  the  bombardment,  had  to  seek 
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other  and  private  quarters,  and  at  an  expense  of  $300  monthly.  The  Com- 
mittee (with  the  consent  of  the  Council)  has  ordered  this  hospital  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  ancient  military  hospital  of  San  Carlos,  where  there  is  much 
more  room  and  many  conveniences,  in  comparison  with  the  present  con- 
fined, crowded  and  badly-ventilated  quarters;  this  increased  space  and  more 
comfortable  accommodation  is  daily  more  in  demand  from  the  advancing 
season  of  sickness,  and  an  increased  population.  The  support  of  these 
establishments  is  derived  from  two  sources — first,  real  estates,  whose  reve- 
nues are  $1300  monthly  :  and  secondly,  the  duty  imposed  on  each  package 
of  merchandize  introduced  into  the  port,  or  as  much  of  it  as  the  Council  may 
deem  advisable  so  to  appropriate. 


Tincture  of  Iodine  in  Obstinate  Intermittent  Fevers. — Dr.  Seguin,  of 
Alby,  in  a  short  paper,  in  the  Journal  des  Connaissances  Medicales  pra- 
tiques, December,  1846,  states  that  he  has  found  the  tincture  of  iodine  a 
very  valuable  and  effectual  remedy  in  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  which  have 
resisted  quinine  and  other  antiperiodics.  It  is  not  equally  effectual,  he  says, 
in  recent  cases.  He  gives  it  in  doses  of  30  drops  in  a  little  sweetened  wa- 
ter, in  three  doses  during  the  apyrexia,  and  gradually  increases  the  dose  to 
40,  50,  and  even  60  drops. — American  Journal  of  Med.  Sciences. 


Medical  Miscellany. — There  are  at  present  1,278  prisoners  in  the  county 
Cork  (Ireland)  jail,  crowded  together,  several  of  them  being  in  fever — 223 
of  whom  are  to  be  removed  to  Kanturk  sessions  for  trial. — No  less  than 
eighteen  gallons  of  whiskey  and  twelve  dozen  of  wine  were  required  for 
the  Kilkenny  hospital  for  one  week. — Two  million  nine  hundred  thousand 
persons  are  said  to  be  receiving  rations,  at  the  public  expense,  under  the 
out-door  relief  system,  now  in  operation  in  Ireland. — Dr.  Pendergrast,  the 
alleged  murderer  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  an  instructer  in  Kentucky,  had  not  been 
arrested  at  the  latest  advices. — A  Dr.  Draper,  lecturing  on  temperance,  was 
arrested  at  Washington,  as  a  deserter  from  the  army.  On  examination  by 
an  army  surgeon,  he  received  a  free  discharge,  on  account  of  physical  ina- 
bility.— A  gentleman  has  given  $1000  towards  the  hospital  fund  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Penn. — The  father  of  a  bastard  child,  in  Ohio  Co.,  Virg.,  brought 
before  a  court  of  justice,  was  110  years  of  age! — It  is  intimated  in  the 
London  Lancet  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  is  about  to 
be  discontinued. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Hosack's  report  of  cases.  Dr.  Castle's  paper  on  the  use  of 
Amalgams,  and  Justice's  remarks  on  Dislocations,  will  receive  early  attention. 


Died, — At  Dover,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Ezra  Green,  aged  101  years  and  28  days,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
University  in  1765.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  revolution,  being  on  board  of  the  Ranger  of 
13  guns. — In  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Thomas  Scott  Avery.  A  correspondent  writes: — "  On  Wed- 
nesday, 14th,  he  drank,  during  the  day,  fifteen  tumblers  of  ice  water — was  taken  sick  in  the  night 
following,  and  died  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  19th. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  July  31st,  79. — Males,  50 — females,  29. — 
Stillborn,  8.  Of  consumption,  10 — typhus  fever,  9 — scarlet  fever,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  4 — 
disease  of  the  bowels,  16 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — teething,  3 — infantile,  9 — dropsy.  4 — smallpox, 
1 — croup,  2 — marasmus,  4 — apoplexy,  1 — debility,  2 — convulsions,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — 
dysentery,  1 — cramp,  1 — tumor,  1 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — bilious  colic,  1 — accidental,  1 — 
canker,  j. 

Under  5  years,  42— between  5  and  20  years,  9— between  20  and  40  years ,  16— between  40  and 
60  years,  7 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Professor  Herrick. — Our  colleague,  who,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  has 
been,  during  the  past  year,  serving  as  surgeon  in  the  army  in  Mexico,  has 
returned  to  his  post  at  home,  and  will  hereafter  devote  himself  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Chicago,  to  his  labors  as  co-editor  of  the  Journal, 
and  to  his  duties  as  professor  of  anatomy  in  Rush  Medical  College.  As  he 
has  seen  much  service  in  his  department  while  absent,  having  been  princi- 
pal acting  surgeon  at  the  bloody  conflict  of  Buena  Vista,  our  readers  have 
a  right  to  expect,  and  we  doubt  not  will  shortly  receive,  a  full  account  of  all 
that  is  of  interest  pertaining  to  the  profession,  that  came  under  his  observa- 
tion.— 111.  and  hid.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


University  of  Giessen. — The  University  of  Giessen  has  promulgated 
some  new  regulations  concerning  the  conferring  of  degrees  in  medicine, 
and  the  education  required  for  them,  and  which  are  very  liberal  in  their 
character.  Among  other  peculiar  points,  candidates  for  medical  degrees 
may  study  wherever  they  please  and  may  think  best.  The  only  guarantee 
of  a  proper  education,  reserved  to  itself  by  the  government,  exists  in  the 
examinations  which  candidates  are  required  to  pass  in  order  to  be  qualified 
to  practise,  and  these  examinations  are  to  be  public.  The  first  examination 
is  to  be  in  the  natural  sciences,  and  to  consist  of  two  parts,  oral  and  written. 
The  second  examination  is  in  medicine,  theoretical  and  practical,  and  is  di- 
vided into  five  parts.  A  thesis  is  to  be  written  in  German,  and  also  defended 
in  that  language.  At  all  the  examinations  the  chancellor  of  the  university 
and  a  royal  commissioner  are  required  to  assist. — London  Lancet. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  (5th)  of  August  next,  and  con- 
tinue fourteen  weeks. 

FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE. 
Henry  H.  Childs,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Obstetrics. 
Alonzo  Clark,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Pathology. 
Gilman  Kimball,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Chester  Dewey,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry,  Botany  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
Benj.  R.  Palmer,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Abner  H.  BnowN,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Ti moth v  Childs,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
The  advantages  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  for  imparting  a  full  and  thorough  medical 
education,  are  certainly  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  Medical  Colleges  of  the  country. 
The  Institution  possesses  ample  facilities  for  the  illustration  of  the  Lectures  in  the  several  branches. 
The  last  Class  exceeded  in  number  that  of  any  previous  session.  The  number  of  Students  in  atten* 
dance  was  150,  and  the  number  of  Graduates  at  the  close  of  the  session  33. 

Students  who  propose  attending  the  course  of  Lectures,  will  find  it  advantageous  to  spend  a  few 
weeks  in  the  Reading  Term,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Session,  to  which  they  will  be  admitted 
gratuitously. 

Fees  — Fee  for  all  the  courses  of  Lectures,  $50;  fee  for  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full 
courses  at  Incorporated  Medical  Schools,  $10;  Matriculation  ticket,  $3;  Students  who  have  attended 
two  courses  at  this  Institution,  will  be  required  to  pay  only  the  Matriculation  fee ;  Graduation  fee, 
$18  ;  Library  fee.  $1.  June  16— Step    *  H.  H.  CHILDS,  President. 


RHODE  ISLAND  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  me- 
dical science — viz.  : 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  Joseph  Mauran,  M.D. 

Clinical  Surgery,  Lewis  L.  Milaer.M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Henry  W.  Rivers,  M.D. 

Chemistrv  and  Toxicology,  Thomas  P.  Shepard,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  George  L.  Collins,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  George  Thurber. 
Lectures  or  examinations  will  be  had  daily. 

Students  will  have  access  to  a  good  medical  library,  a  cabinet  of  anatomical  preparations  and  plates, 
and  will  have  abundant  opportunities  of  seeing  practice. 

Ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  pursuing  practically  the  study  of  anatomy. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  will  be  taught  practically,  and  Materia  Medica  illustrated  by  specimens. 
For  further  informationvapplication  can  be  made  personally,  or  by  letter,  to 

July28— eop  G.  L.  COLLINS,  Secretary, 

Providence,  July  12,  1817.  No.  48  South  Main  Street, 
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CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  BENEFICIAL  EFFECTS  OF  ETHER. 
B7  Alexander  E.  Hosack,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

As  the  administration  of  sulphuric  ether  as  a  preventive  of  pain  in  surgi- 
cal operations  has  not  yet  obtained  the  entire  sanction  of  the  profession, 
1  trust  I  shall  be  excused  in  offering  the  following  cases,  which,  while 
they  add  numerically  to  the  weight  of  testimony  already  in  its  favor, 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  peculiar  effect  of  this  wonderful  discovery  in 
some  of  the  more  severe  operations  of  surgery. 

Case  I. — December  20,  1846.  I  amputated  a  thigh,  at  the  upper 
third,  of  an  athletic  young  man,  about  30  years  of  age,  for  a  disease 
of  the  thigh  bone  involving  the  knee-joint ;  in  other  respects  he  was  per- 
fectly healthy.  He  breathed  the  ether  for  five  minutes  before  he  appear- 
ed to  be  fully  under  its  influence.  The  operation  was  then  performed, 
without  the  patient  experiencing  the  least  pain.  He  complained  of  a 
slight  smarting,  upon  securing  one  of  the  smaller  arteries  (the  principal 
arteries  being  tied),  but  not  until  the  ethereal  influence  had  passed  off. 
The  wound  being  dressed,  he  was  placed  in  bed,  where  he  slept  com- 
fortably the  whole  night.  The  following  morning  I  found  him  cheerful 
and  doing  well.  I  then  for  the  first  time  questioned  him  as  to  his  sensa- 
tion during  the  operation  ;  whereupon  he  informed  me  that  he  had  not 
experienced  the  slightest  pain,  but  he  was  sufficiently  conscious  of  all 
that  was  going  on  at  the  time.  He  knew  when  the  thigh  was  trans- 
fixed by  the  knife,  and  when  the  bone  was  being  sawed  through,  but 
had  no  disagreeable  sensation  from  either.  He  has  since  perfectly  recover- 
ed, after  suffering  from  an  attack  of  erysipelas  of  the  stump  during  the 
healing  process,  but  which  circumstance  may  be  regarded  as  purely 
incidental. 

Case  II. — January  17th,  1847.  This  was  a  fungoid  disease  of  the 
testicle,  in  a  young  man  about  26  years  of  age.  The  disease  was  con- 
sequent upon  injury  received  nine  years  previous.  His  constitutional 
health  was  not  in  the  least  impaired.  He  breathed  the  ether  for  five  or 
six  minutes,  when  etherization  was  complete,  which  while  being  pro- 
duced was  attended  with  the  usual  symptoms,  such  as  flushed  face,  quick- 
ened pulse,  accompanied  with  rigidity  of  the  entire  muscular  system,  ap- 
parently threatening  convulsions — which,  however,  soon  subsided,  fol- 
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lowed  by  a  relaxed  state.  The  operation  was  then  begun,  when  the 
patient  became  very  restless,  and  insisted  upon  getting  up,  and  indeed 
acted  like  a  drunken  man  trying  to  extricate  himself  from  a  scuffle.  The 
operation  soon  being  completed,  and  the  wound  dressed,  the  patient  was 
placed  in  bed.  He  soon  after  assured  me  that  he  had  not  been  aware 
of  the  least  suffering.  He  was  extremely  cheerful,  and  quite  delighted 
that  the  operation  was  over.  In  due  time  he  perfectly  recovered,  with- 
out any  untoward  symptom,  and  with  very  little  soreness  or  fever. 

Case  III. — March  9th,  1847.  I  removed  the  breast  of  a  healthy 
female  about  40  years  of  age.  She  had  been  troubled  with  fibrous  tu- 
mors for  a  year  and  upwards,  attended  with  sharp  and  lancinating  pains, 
and  apparently  involving  the  mammary  glands.  Fearing  their  con- 
tamination sooner  or  later,  and  it  being  also  the  wish  of  the  patient,  I  de- 
termined upon  the  operation,  which  was  accordingly  performed  imme- 
diately after  etherization  had  been  produced,  which  was  fully  effected 
after  three  minutes  inhalation.  The  operation  was  completed  without  a 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  who,  while  having  the  wound  dressed, 
observed  a  sprinkling  of  blood  on  my  face,  which  seemed  to  engage  her 
especial  care,  and  she  would  not  be  satisfied  until  water  was  brought  and 
the  blood  washed  off.  She  was  very  loquacious  and  cheerful,  telling  of 
her  delightful  dream  which  had  carried  her  back  to  her  youthful  pleasures. 
The  dressing  of  the  wound  being  completed,  I  suffered  her  to  walk  (as  she 
insisted  upon  it)  to  her  bed  in  the  adjoining  room,  but  after  arriving  there 
she  refused  to  lie  down,  saying  that  she  was  perfectly  well,  and  that 
nothing  was  the  matter  with  her.  Her  attendant,  in  reasoning  with  her 
about  being  kept  quiet,  remarked,  "  you  know  you  have  had  your  breast 
removed,"  whereupon  she  was  very  much  surprised,  saying  it  was  not  so, 
as  she  had  felt  no  pain  and  had  known  nothing  about  it,  therefore  it  could 
not  be  ;  and  besides,  it  was  to-morrow  that  the  operation  was  to  be  per- 
formed. The  nurse,  however,  failed  to  convince  her,  and  not  until  my 
visit  and  assurance  of  the  fact  was  she  willing  to  credit  it  at  all.  The 
wound  healed  entirely  by  the  first  intention,  without  the  slightest  exuda- 
tion of  matter,  not  even  at  the  exit  of  the  ligatures,  which  came  away  in 
due  time,  amounting  to  nine  in  all.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  this 
patient  dressed  herself  every  morning  after  the  third  day,  and  without 
permission  walked  upon  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation.  I  record  these 
details  to  show  the  remarkable  influence  of  the  ether  upon  the  healing 
process,  for  the  breast  removed  was  considerably  larger  than  the  usual 
size,  and  so  slight  was  the  inflammation  after  the  operation,  that  the  edges 
of  the  wound  and  the  opening  made  by  the  passing  of  the  sutures  were 
scarcely  reddened,  nor  was  any  part  painful  to  pressure.  The  beneficial 
influence  of  ether  in  favoring  the  healing  process,  has  frequently  been 
observed  and  made  mention  of  by  others,  but  in  no  instance  have  I  met 
with  so  flattering  a  result. 

Case  IV. — March,  1847.  I  removed  the  breast  of  a  lady  for  in- 
cipient carcinoma.  In  this  case  etherization  was  imperfectly  produced, 
in  consequence  of  a  defect  in  the  inhaler.    She  however  informed  me 
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that  she  had  imperfect  sensations  of  pain,  and  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
her  sufferings  had  been  much  less  from  her  having  taken  the  ether. 

Case  V. — June,  1847.  I  performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy  in  a  boy, 
about  12  years  of  age.  He  had  suffered  from  the  irritation  of  stone  for 
about  three  years.  The  ether  in  this  case  was  inhaled  between  four  and  five 
minutes  before  a  full  effect  was  produced.  The  operation  was  then  per- 
formed, the  little  patient  the  while  continuing  to  talk  incoherently,  as 
of  boys  taking  his  marbles  from  him,  and  his  throwing  stones  at  them, 
at  the  same  time  making  a  noise  and  struggling  to  get  loose,  and  indeed 
was  so  restless  as  to  interfere  with  and  protract  the  operation.  After  it 
was  completed,  the  patient  was  placed  in  bed.  He  never  complained  of 
pain,  slept  comfortably  at  nights,  and  has  perfectly  recovered  in  the  usual 
time,  without  experiencing  the  least  fever. 

Case  VI. — July  9th,  1847.  This  was  a  case  of  strangulated  femo- 
ral hernia,  in  a  lady  about  43  years  of  age.  After  trying  the  ordinary 
means  of  reducing  the  tumor,  I  determined  to  make  an  attempt,  before 
resorting  to  the  operation,  of  the  relaxing  influence  of  etherization,  which 
being  effected,  the  hernial  tumor  was  replaced  without  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. From  this  single  instance  of  success,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend the  inhaling  of  ether  as  an  additional  means  to  the  taxis  in  cases 
of  irreducible  or  strangulated  hernia. 

By  accurate  observation  of  the  effect  of  ether  in  the  foregoing  cases, 
as  well  as  in  other  operations  of  less  importance,  I  am  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  the  same  in  all  instances  as  to  the  destroying  of 
sensibility  to  pain,  but  the  apparent  effect  upon  the  mind  is  very  different. 
In  the  instance  of  amputation  of  the  thigh,  in  case  first,  the  patient  stated 
that  he  had  most  pleasing  sensations  and  was  perfectly  happy,  and  he  re- 
mained perfectly  quiet.  He  knew  all  that  was  going  on  about  him,  heard 
the  remarks  made  at  the  time  by  those  present,  knew  when  the  knife  was 
introduced  to  make  the  flaps,  knew  when  the  bone  was  being  sawed 
through,  and  when  the  vessels  were  taken  up  ;  still,  as  he  remarked 
to  me,  he  had  yet  to  feel  the  first  smart. 

In  the  second  case  the  patient  was  extremely  restless,  and  acted  with 
the  pertinacious  obstinacy  of  a  drunken  man,  insisting  upon  getting  up. 
He  was  nevertheless  unconscious  of  the  operation  having  been  performed, 
and  suffered  no  pain,  as  he  assured  me  he  had  not  realized  any.# 

In  the  third  case  the  patient  was  perfectly  quiet  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  operation,  indulging  in  delightful  reveries,  fancying  herself  (as  she 
afterwards  told  me)  at  home  with  her  friends,  and  struggling  to  get 
through  a  gate  which  she  could  not  open  wide  enough  to  pass  through. 
With  her  it  was  a  complete  delusion  ;  for,  some  time  after  her  conscious- 


*  A  similar  instance,  and  under  similar  circumstances,  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  J.  K. 
Rodgers,  in  which  the  patient  supposed  himself  fighting-  with  "  ten  thousand  devils,"  as  he  after- 
wards expressed  himself,  in  speaking  of  its  effect,  but  he  was  not  conscious  of  pain.  In  another 
instance,  when  Dr.  Rodgers  amputated  the  thigh,  the  patient  made  no  expression  of  any  kind 
until  the  bone  was  being  sawed  through,  when  he  screamed  to  the  height  of  his  voice  ;  and  upon 
being  interrogated  after  the  operation,  as  to  his  sensations,  he  said  he  had  not  experienced  the  least 
pain,  but  imagined  himself  seized  by  some  butchers,  who  were  cutting  off  his  arm,  which  I  think 
was  a  dream  arising  from  the  last  impression  upon  his  mind  previous  to  the  operation. 
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ness  had  returned,  she  was  entirely  incredulous  of  the  operation  having 
been  performed,  and  not  until  assured  by  me  of  the  fact  was  she  willing 
to  admit  it.  I  have  recurred  to  these  instances  to  show  how  different 
the  effect  of  etherization  is  upon  the  minds  of  different  persons,  inde- 
pendently of  its  benumbing  influence  upon  the  sentient  part  of  nerves. 

The  great  and  important  questions  the  profession  have  to  determine,  are 
— first,  when  is  etherization  fully  established  ?  Secondly,  by  what  means 
are  we  to  guard  against  its  fatal  effects  ?  Thirdly,  is  the  danger  of  se- 
rious consequences  common  to  all  who  inhale  it  ?  or  do  those  only  incur 
danger  who  inhale  more  than  is  necessary  to  produce  insensibility  to  pain? 
If  these  questions  cannot,  in  the  process  of  time,  be  satisfactorily  de- 
termined,the  fatal  effects  must  then  be  set  down  to  chance,  or  as  acting  dif- 
ferently upon  different  constitutions,  making  a  rare  exception  compara- 
tively to  the  general  rule  ;  in  which  event  we  have  to  enter  into  a  cal- 
culation of  the  good  to  be  derived  by  the  inhaling  of  ether,  in  the  saving 
of  human  life  by  preventing  the  shock  to  the  system  in  the  severer  ope- 
rations performed,  when  called  for  from  accident  or  injury  ;  or  when  the 
operation  is  itself  of  a  magnitude  to  make  so  serious  an  impression  upon 
the  mind.  Every  surgeon  who  has  witnessed  the  effect  of  the  ether  in 
preventing  pain  in  a  severe  operation,  must  admit  that  the  patient  has 
escaped  the  severity  of  the  shock.  This  benefit  is  evinced  by  the  com- 
parative slight  fever  that  follows,  by  the  diminished  suffering  from  the 
wound,  and,  above  all,  by  the  moderation  of  inflammation  during  the 
healing  process.  This  lessening  of  the  shock,  then,  being  not  the  least 
of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  inhaling  of  ether,  should  be  properly 
estimated,  and  the  lives  thus  saved  should  be  placed  as  an  offset  against 
the  comparatively  few  instances  of  death  ensuing  from  the  inhaling 
of  ether. 

It  therefore  behooves  us  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  we  can  administer, 
with  safety,  the  ether,  before  producing  that  precise  state  of  insensibility 
to  pain  beyond  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  go.  According  to  my  obser- 
vation, the  inhaling  of  ether  should  be  discontinued  the  moment  the  pa- 
tient shall  have  passed  through  the  only  symptoms  as  yet  known  to  us  by 
which  we  are  to  judge  that  etherization  has  been  fully  effected  ;  and 
these  symptoms  I  deem  to  be  essential  for  its  complete  effect.  It  may 
be  accomplished  in  three  minutes,  or  it  may  require  seven  or  eight ;  be- 
yond that  period  1  should  be  unwilling  to  continue  the  effort,  unless  by 
allowing  the  patient  to  repose  a  few  minutes,  when  the  attempt  might  be 
renewed.  These  essential  symptoms  are  as  follows  : — flushed  face,  di- 
lated pupils,  increased  action  of  the  pulse,  relaxation  of  the  entire  mus- 
cular system.  The  latter  may  or  may  not  be  preceded  by  rigidity,  but  it 
is  frequently  the  case.  When  relaxation  of  the  muscles  throughout  is 
established,  the  saliva  will  flow  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  which  cir- 
cumstance I  am  inclined  to  regard  as  the  best  evidence,  when  it  follows 
the  other  signs,  that  etherization  is  fully  and  completely  established.  At 
that  moment  farther  inhalation  should  be  discontinued ;  at  all  events  until 
the  first  step,  or  the  severer  part  of  the  operation,  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, when  upon  the  re-animation  of  the  patient,  an  occasional  whiff  or 
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two  may  be  taken,  and  which  I  have  always  found  quite  sufficient  to  re- 
establish the  insentient  state.  By  some  recent  experiments  made  by  my 
friend,  M.  Amussat,  of  Paris,  upon  the  inhalation  of  ether  by  animals 
and  man,  be  establishes  the  fact  that  animals  die  from  the  continuance  to 
inhale  ether  after  the  insentient  state  has  been  fully  effected.  Upon  the 
examination  of  an  animal  killed  by  breathing  the  ether,  he  discovers  that 
•death  has  been  caused  by  asphyxia,  the  different  viscera  presenting  the 
same  appearance  as  when  death  follows  from  breathing  the  carbonic  acid 
gas.  In  both  instances  the  blood  is  deprived  of  oxygen,  and  presents  a 
dark  tar-like  appearance. 
New  York,  July,  1847. 


MEDICAL  ETHICS,  FOR  PRACTITIONERS  AND  FOR  COLLEGES,  OR 
"  WHAT  MAKES  THE  DIFFERENCE  ?" 

[Communicated  far  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  admirable  code  of  medical  ethics  reported  to  the  recent  National 
Medical  Convention,  by  the  committee  appointed  for  tbat  purpose,  and 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  that  body,  as  shadowing  forth  the 
leading  principles  which  should  regulate  the  conduct  of  medical  men, 
not  only  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  but  in  all  their  varying  re- 
lations towards  the  public,  notwithstanding  the  marked  ability  with- which 
it  was  drawn,  contains  some  things  which  to  the  writer  appear  not  only 
superfluous,  but  actually  manifesting  a  squeamishness,  which,  if  carried 
out  in  practice,  cannot  but  retard  individual  advancement,  and  conse- 
quently individual  usefulness. 

Without  designing  to  enter  into  an  extended  analysis  of  so  important 
and  able  a  document,  the  writer  hopes  that  it  will  not  be  considered  pre- 
sumptuous in  him  to  say,  that  too  much  of  it  appears  to  be  borrowed  ; 
that  many  of  its  dogmas,  though  perhaps  suited  to  other  countries,  and  to 
former  times,  are  but  imperfectly  adapted  to  the  present  age,  and  more 
especially  to  our  own  country,  where  restraint  of  any  kind  is  impatiently 
borne,  unless  some  good  reason  for  its  exercise  can  be  given.  True,  the 
more  important  principles  governing  professional  intercourse  and  conduct, 
are,  and  must  of  necessity  ever  and  everywhere  be,  the  same,  and  might 
with  propriety  be  stereotyped  into  all  the  languages  of  the  earth  ;  yet 
there  should  in  every  code  be  much  which  may  be  considered  but  as  the 
filling  up — -the  material  of  adaptation,  which,  apparently  only  serving  to 
give  a  properly-moulded  exterior,  often  becomes,  like  the  cement  of  an- 
cient masonry,  more  solid  than  the  substance  of  which  the  structure  is 
composed  ;  and  consequently  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  order  to 
shape  these  minor  and  less  fixed  principles  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  those  to  whom  they  are  to  be  adapted. 

Against  these  views,  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  urged  that  our  profes- 
sion is  separate  from  the  ordinary  callings  of  life ;  that  its  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities embrace  the  most  valuable  interests  of  life — yea,  life  itself; 
are  imperative,  abstract ;  do  not  run  parallel  with,  and  are  incapable  of 
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being  compared  to,  any  other  occupation,  and  hence  manners,  customs, 
institutions  and  laws  can  exert  no  influence  over  it ;  that  the  duty  of  the 
patient  is  to  submit  implicitly  to  the  advice  of  the  physician,  and  of  the 
physician  to  exert  himself  faithfully  for  his  patient's  benefit,  and  to  bring 
to  the  aid  of  his  own  experience  all  the  light  that  science  affords.  Were 
this  all  that  medical  ethics  sought  to  regulate,  the  code  would  indeed  be 
extremely  simple.  This,  however,  is  not  the  point  at  issue,  or  rather  not 
the  subject  of  question.  That  the  patient  should  be  confiding,  the  physi- 
cian attentive  and  capable,  and  that  the  intercourse  of  members  of  the 
same  profession  should  be  gentlemanly,  are  axioms  as  completely  demon- 
strable as  those  of  Euclid.  Yet  these  truths  are  only  applicable  to  a 
small  part  of  professional  labor,  after  the  individual  has  reached  the  goal 
of  his  aim,  and  afford  no  light  to  solve  the  more  difficult  questions  that 
so  frequently  beset  the  path  of  him  who  may  be  desirous  of  conducting 
himself  on  principles  founded  on  the  basis  of  religion  and  morality,  while 
engaged  in  the  preliminary  and  direct  studies  of  his  profession. 

Indeed,  the  laws  intended  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  medical  men  can- 
not, by  any  parity  of  reasoning,  be  confined  exclusively  to  the  period  and 
persons  devoted  to  the  practical  application  of  the  art,  but  should  commence 
(at  least  a  premonitory  influence)  with  the  preliminary  education  ;  should 
be  rigidly  enforced,  by  precept  and  example,  by  teachers  during  the  time 
of  professional  study,  and  should  be  observed  and  practised  with  the  most 
scrupulous  exactness  by  professors  teaching  in  our  colleges  ;  and  then,  by 
early  acquired  habit,  they  would  become  the  friendly  Mentors  of  life's 
voyage,  rather  than  the  despotic  rules  of  the  practical  period  of  the  pro- 
fession, to  which  a  grudging  obedience  must  be  yielded.  Nor  can  the 
writer  discover  any  good  reason  why  professors  teaching  in  their  various 
departments  in  the  colleges- — the  assumed  magnates  of  the  profession — 
those  to  whom  is  committed  the  trust  of  teaching  the  youthful  medical 
"idea  how  to  shoot  "—should  be  absolved  from  a  code,  the  basis  of 
which  is  religion  and  morality  ;  and  yet  in  this  code,  neither  chapter  nor 
article,  nor  even  a  paragraph,  is  devoted  to  the  duties  of  this  important 
branch  of  the  profession.  Indeed,  while  we  the  laity  are  sometimes  pro- 
perly, and,  as  the  writer  thinks,  sometimes  improperly,  restricted  to 
"  straight  gates  "  and  "  narrow  ways,"  our  teachers — -those  from  whom 
we  have  imbibed,  and  the  rising  generation  of  the  profession  are  now  im- 
bibing, precepts,  the  influences  of  which  are  to  be  shed  over  the  whole 
area  of  life — are  allowed,  in  the  pursuit  of  what  they  esteem  their  in- 
terest, to  rauge  with  unrestrained  license  wherever  opportunity  or  dispo- 
sition may  direct  them. 

The  code  professes  to  "  rest  on  the  basis  of  religion  and  morality," 
and  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  discover,  in  its  whole  length  and 
breadth,  anything  inconsistent  with  the  exalted  standards  thus  assumed  ; 
indeed,  the  character  of  the  committee  was  a  sufficient  guaranty  that 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  purity,  dignity  and  honor  of  the  profession 
would  be  found  among  its  precepts.  But  it  is  a  principle  so  generally 
recognized,  as  to  fall  little  short  of  an  axiom,  that  the  teacher  of  any  sci- 
ence or  doctrine  is  in  no  wise  exempt  from  the  influence  of  those  laws3 
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which  should  regulate  the  conduct  of  his  pupils,  when  they  shall  have 
assumed  the  station  for  which  it  is  his  object  to  qualify  them.  We  should 
truly  be  surprised  to  hear,  the  divine  openly  disavow  his  obedience  to  the 
tenets  he  dispenses  from  the  pulpit,  or  the  legislator  refuse  allegiance  to 
the  laws  he  has  assisted  to  make ;  and  equally  inconsistent  it  certainly  is, 
for  those  whose  province  it  is  to  teach  the  various  departments  of  medical 
science,  whose  duty  places  them  at  the  gate  of  entrance  to  the  profession, 
to  refuse  obedience  to  its  ethics,  to  disregard  its  duties  and  courtesies,  and 
the  maintenance  of  a  dignified  personal  character.  Indeed,  how  can  we 
expect  the  young  medical  practitioner,  when  he  shall  have  attained  the 
honors  of  his  alma  mater ,  and  finds  himself  licensed  to  go  forth  and  deal 
out  pill  and  drop  over  the  whole  world,  at  once  to  assume  that  high 
standard,  that  noble  basis  of  character,  so  ably  urged  upon  the  great 
body  of  the  medical  profession  by  the  committee  on  ethics,  unless  he  has 
already,  not  only  by  precept  but  by  example,  been  well  schooled  in  such 
a  path  by  his  public  teachers.  If  among  those,  whom  his  young  and  inex- 
perienced mind  has  been  led  to  consider  as  the  great  ones  of  the  earth — the 
magnates  of  his  favorite  science — he  has  witnessed  the  bickerings  of  jealousy, 
or  the  vain  boastings  with  regard  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  one  institu- 
tion over  others,  equalled  only  by  the  empty  fanfaronade  of  the  count- 
less nostrum  mongers ;  if  he  has  witnessed  a  laxity  of  discipline,  the  stu- 
dent, as  patron,  holding  supremacy  over  the  teacher,  the  latter  obse- 
quiously bowing  before  the  former ;  if  he  has  seen  a  general  disregard  as 
to  whether  the  candidate  for  graduation  has  complied  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  college  curriculum  or  not;  in  a  word,  if  he  feels  that  the  diploma  he 
has  obtained  has  been  purchased  by  money  instead  of  merit,  how  can  he 
be  expected  to  take  a  high  standard  of  rectitude,  or  establish  a  character 
"  based  on  religion  and  morality,"  in  a  profession  thus  reached  through 
the  avenues  of  corruption  and  bribery  ?  Paracelsus. 


THE  LATE  SUIT  FOR  MAL-PRACTICE  IN  DELAWARE  CO.,  N.  Y. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir,— The  old  saying,  that  "  doctors  will  differ,"  is  still  ap- 
plicable in  full  force  to  the  members  of  our  profession.  A  difference 
of  opinion  between  two  or  more  physicians,  where  the  spirit  of  kindness 
and  courtesy  controls  the  intemperate  expressions  of  vanity  and  malevo- 
lence, may  often  lead  to  the  best  results.  But  when  a  number  of  doc- 
tors are  brought  into  the  presence  of  a  Court,  to  express  their  opinions 
upon  a  particular  subject,  how  well  it  is  understood,  especially  by  the 
lawyers,  that  so  far  from  throwing  light  upon  the  obscure  point,  and 
satisfying  the  minds  of  a  bewildered  jury,  their  conflicting  opinions, 
theoretical  fancies,  and  baseless  dogmatism,  render  "  confusion  worse 
confounded."  Happy  the  criminal  whose  sentence  is  made  to  depend, 
by  the  artful  tactics  of  his  counsel,  upon  the  settlement  of  some  doubtful 
question  in  legal  medicine,  or  the  concurrent  opinions  of  three  or  four 
doctors. 
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The  "  glorious  uncertainty  "  of  legal  justice,  and  of  medical  testi- 
mony, is  illustrated  with  melancholy  force  in  the  history  of  a  4i  prose- 
cution for  mal-practice "  published  in  the  24th  No.  of  your  Journal. 
The  author  of  the  article  alluded  to,  professedly  makes  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  public,  for  the  praiseworthy  purpose  of  guarding  the  junior 
members  of  the  profession  against  similar  misfortunes  ;  and  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  inquire  whether  the  medical  witnesses  who  testified  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  the  trial,  have  not  contributed  in  a  culpable  degree  to  the  dis- 
grace and  pecuniary  injury  of  a  young,  and,  most  probably,  friendless 
physician.  I  ask  of  every  surgeon  of  experience,  who  has  perused  the 
account  of  this  case  and  the  trial,  whether,  from  all  the  facts  relative  to 
the  nature  of  the  primitive  injury  to  be  collected  in  Dr.  March's  publica- 
tion, he  is  prepared  to  pronounce  it  to  have  been  a  dislocation  of  the  elbow- 
joint  ?  All  authorities,  and  every-day  experience,  prove  that  the  fore- 
arm is  considerably  and  immovably  flexed  upon  the  arm,  when  such  a 
dislocation  as  that  alleged  to  exist  in  this  case,  occurs.  Druitt  speaks 
of  this  injury  to  the  following  effect.  64  When  both  radius  and  ulna  are 
dislocated  backwards,  the  elbow  is  bent  at  a  right  angle,  and  is  immova- 
ble ;"  and  again,  "in  dislocation  of  the  ulna  solely,  backwards,  the  ole- 
cranon is  much  projected  backwards ;  the  elbow  is  immovably  bent  at 
right  angles,"  he.  he.  Does  it  appear  in  the  testimony  that  such  was 
the  position  of  the  limb  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  young  physician  found 
it  impossible  to  flex  the  arm ;  applied  his  "  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion," as  Dr.  March  informs  us,  "  while  the  limb  was  in  the  straight  or 
extended  position,"  and  that  whenever  he  attempted  to  flex  it,  there  was 
a  "  chuck  backwards."  The  dislocation  was  not  reduced,  and  yet  "  the 
degree  of  flexion  can  be  pretty  accurately  estimated  "  by  the  length  of 
the  sling  in  which  it  was  suspended. 

Again,  "  at  the  end  of  seven  or  eight  weeks,"  says  the  writer,  "  the  pa- 
tient called  upon  me  at  the  Albany  Medical  College  with  his  elbow 
swollen  and  stiff,  and  in  nearly  the  straight  position."  If  this  was  the 
position  of  the  limb  at  that  time,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  something  else 
had  occurred  to  produce  the  departure  from  the  ordinary  position  of  the 
limb  after  such  an  injury. 

The  question  of  the  prosecution,  "  What  is  the  present  condition 
of  the  elbow-joint  of  the  plaintiff ;  and  what  was  the  original  nature 
of  the  injury  ?  "  was  promptly  answered  by  the  medical  witnesses,  all 
of  whom  agreed  that  there  was  a  fracture  of  the  external  condyle  of  the 
os  humeri,  and  a  backward  dislocation  of  the  ulna.  This,  too,  was  at  a 
time  nearly  twelve  months  removed  from  the  period  of  the  injury,  and 
after  efforts,  sufficiently  vigorous  to  tear  off  the  olecranon,  had  been  made 
to  reduce  the  supposed  dislocation  at  the  Albany  College.  The  position 
of  the  limb  was  not  such  as  we  are  taught  to  expect  where  a  backward 
dislocation  of  the  joint  has  occurred.  Some  of  the  witnesses  thought  that 
the  coronoid  process  was  fractured,  a  circumstance  of  exceeding  conse- 
quence in  estimating  the  degree  of  responsibility  of  a  physician  having 
charge  of  such  a  case.  The  following  sentence  may  be  found  in  S. 
Cooper's  Surgery.    "  When  the  coronoid  process  is  broken,  and  the  arm 
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extended,  the  olecranon  projects  back  in  such  a  degree  as  to  create  the 
appearance  of  a  dislocation."  This  was  precisely  the  position  of  the 
olecranon  in  this  case,  while  the  arm  was  in  the  extended  position.  From 
all  that  we  can  gather  from  this  imperfect  narrative,  it  seems  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  coronoid  process  was,  in  fact,  broken,  and  that  a  New 
York  jury  has  awarded  damages  to  the  amount  of  $450  against  a  re- 
putable young  physician,  whose  misfortune  it  has  been  to  have  devoted 
his  skill  and  attention  to  an  ungrateful  patient  afflicted  with  an  injury 
which  the  great  Sir  Astley  says  "  does  not  admit  of  the  bone  being  af- 
terwards preserved  in  its  natural  position.^ 

Another  singular  perversion  of  testimony  occurs  when  the  witnesses 
are  asked,  "  What  is  the  evidence  of  the  reduction  of  a  dislocation  ?" 
All  replied,  "  restoration  of  the  form  and  shape  of  the  joint,  and  free- 
dom of  motion."  Was  the  jury  permitted  to  rest  under  the  impression 
that,  because  the  "  form  and  shape  of  the  joint  "  were  not  restored,  the 
persecuted  young  physician  had  been  culpably  remiss  in  his  duty,  or 
disgracefully  ignorant  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  his  profession,  when  these 
same  witnesses  had  just  testified  that  the  external  condyle  was  fractured, 
and  some  of  them  thought  the  coronoid  process  in  addition  ?  If  so, 
justice  is  well  represented  blind,  and  has  been  shamefully  prostituted  to 
the  cause  of  injustice  and  oppression.  There  is  ground  for  stern  censure 
in  the  conduct  of  those  who  acted  in  this  trial,  if  Dr.  March  has  given 
a  faithful  and  full  sketch  of  the  proceedings,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  society 
to  inquire  whether  a  friendless  young  man,  who  has  staked  his  hopes 
upon  success  in  the  walks  of  a  liberal  profession,  has  not  been  wronged 
most  deeply  by  the  jury  and  his  colleagues.  Justice. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  July  23,  1847. 


A  CASE  FOR  THE  ANTI- AMALGAM  MARTYRS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  perceive,  from  an  article  in  your  Journal  of  the  21st  inst.,  that 
Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg,  of  your  city,  has  added  his  name  to  the  list  of  martyrs 
"  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  humanity,"  who  have,  with  Dr.  Parmlv, 
announced  their  readiness  to  sacrifice  everything  in  order  to  put  down 
that  abominable  "  amalgam,"  which  is  so  generally  used  by  dental  prac- 
titioners. Dr.  Flagg  will  not,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  disposed  to  regard  me 
as  irreclaimably  profane,  when  I  make  the  candid  confession  that  I  did 
share  largely  in  the  amusement  which  his  communication  created  on  its 
appearance  in  this  neighborhood.  But,  then,  the  temptation  was  so  irre- 
sistible !  The  fact  is,  Mr.  Editor,  the  solemnity,  pertinacity  and  naivete 
with  which  a  few  practitioners  of  the  sublime  art  of  "  dentistry,"  as  they 
call  it,  insist,  through  thick  and  thin,  on  the  awfully  destructive  and 
deadly  effects  ,of  "  amalgam,"  would  relax  the  severity  of  the  longest 
lace  in  Christendom. 

No  matter  how  plain  anW  direct  the  statements  and  arguments  of  the 
most  distinguished  physicians  and  chemists  who  have  presented  their 
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views  on  this  subject,  and  established  the  innocence  of  "  amalgam/' 
these  half  dozen  dentists  will  still  have  it  that  it  is  the  deadliest  "  pi- 
son  "  in  the  world.  The  evidence  obtained  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Ames 
produced  in  the  minds  of  all,  save  those  individuals,  the  same  impres- 
sion which  you,  Sir,  stated  with  characteristic  frankness  in  the  Journal 
of  the  7th  inst.  But  these  gentlemen  are  not  to  be  so  easily  overcome. 
They  are  made  of  "  sterner  stuff."  Every  fresh  piece  of  evidence  to 
the  contrary  only  renders  them  still  more  obstinate  than  ever  in  the  be- 
lief that  Mr.  Ames  was  killed  by  "  amalgam."  The  strongest  light 
fails  to  penetrate  the  solid  darkness  of  their  prejudice.  Nay, 

"  As  Heaven's  blest  beam  turns  vinegar  more  sour," 

the  fresh  proof  only  augments  their  blind  perversity  I 

Yet,  after  all,  I  have  some  hope  for  these  gentlemen.  J  do  not  believe 
they  are  wholly  incorrigible.  I  am  disposed  to  give  them  a  few  addi- 
tional lessons  ;  and  with  your  permission  will  now  introduce  them  to  a 
case  in  which  twenty  ounces  of  this  awful  "  amalgam  "  were  swallowed 
with  perfect  impunity  ! 

[From     The  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences/-'  Edited  by  E.  Chap- 
man, M.D.    Vol.  I.,  Art.  vhi.,  p.  135.] 

"  A  Singular  Case  of  T&nia  or  Tape  Worm.  Communicated  by 
Charles  Caldwell,  M.D.,  Profess,  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &lc,  in 
the  University  of  Transylvania. — Mr.  J.  P.,  formerly  a  respectable  mer- 
chant of  New  Orleans,  now  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  had  been  subject 
to  taenia  for  three  or  four  years.  The  affection  having  been  troublesome, 
obstinate  and  debilitating,  several  physicians  had  been  consulted,  and  a 
cure  attempted  by  the  use  of  the  customary  remedies.  But  though  some 
relief  had  been  obtained,  nothing  had  proved  sufficient  to  eradicate  the 
offending  cause.  By  steady  perseverance  in  the  means  adopted,  thirty 
feet  of  the  worm  had  been  discharged  in  the  space  of  about  three  years. 

"  At  length,  in  the  month  of  January  (18*20),  the  following  prescrip- 
tion, derived  most  probably  from  Darwin's  Zoonomia,  was  given  by  a 
physician.  R.  Hydrargyi,  stanni,  aa  §  xij.  F.  amalgam.  This  me- 
tallic paste  was  directed  to  be  divided  into  twenty-four  doses,  each,  of 
course,  weighing  one  ounce  ;  and  the  doses  swallowed  at  regular  intervals 
of  one  hour.  In  this  only  did  the  prescribing  physician  deviate,  in  his 
practice,  from  that  of  Dr.  Darwin,  who  orders  the  article  to  be  taken 
every  two  hours.  The  process  was  to  be  terminated  by  a  saline  purga- 
tive. Although  the  remedy  prescribed  appeared  somewhat  formidable, 
yet  Mr.  P.  being  a  man  of  Brmness,  and  having  sustained  from  his  com- 
plaint great  inconvenience,  and  no  small  degree  of  distress,  determined  to 
pursue  the  course  directed.  Accordingly,  having  procured  from  Dr. 
Wilson  (of  Louisville)  the  requisite  amount  of  1  amalgam'  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  and  divided  into  ounce  doses,  be  commenced  the  process, 
and  faithfully  persevered  in  it  until  he  had  swallowed  fifteen  ounces,  in 
the  same  number  of  hours.  Experiencing,  by  this  time,  a  disagreeable 
sensation  of  ■  weight '  in  his  bowels,  he  resolved  to  proceed,  for  the  pre- 
sent, no  further.    On  the  following  day  he  took  the  saline  purgative,  and 


A  Case  for  the  Anti-amalgam  Martyrs.  39 


expelled  a  portion  of  the  worm,  measuring  forty  feet.  Along  with  this 
portion,  confined  chiefly  within  the  folds,  was  discharged  a  small  quan- 
tity of  amalgam.  Several  minute  parcels  of  it  were  afterwards  evacuated, 
but  the  main  bulk  remained  in  the  bowels.  This  Mr.  P.  repeatedly 
stated  to  his  physician,  confidently  assuring  him  that  he  felt  distinctly  the 
metal  in  his  intestines.  Incredulous  of  the  fact,  the  physician  declined 
an  examination,  and  ceased,  at  length,  to  regard  the  case  as  an  objec 
of  attention. 

"  Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  P.  was  called  by  business  to  New  Orleans. 
In  the  course  of  his  voyage,  he  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the 
whole  of  the  taenia  was  not  expelled — the  state  of  his  health  being  in  no 
degree  meliorated. 

"  On  his  return  to  Louisville,  determined  to  finish  the  experiment  he 
had  begun,  he  swallowed  four  ounces  more  of  the  amalgam,  which, 
added  to  what  he  had  antecedently  taken,  amounted  to  nineteen  ounces. 
From  this  second  effort  no  salutary  effect  resulted.  Saline  purgatives 
were  again  resorted  to,  without  any  further  discharges  of  the  worm. 

"  Of  the  whole  metallic  mass  swallowed,  Mr.  P.  does  not  believe  he 
has  evacuated  more  than  two  ounces ;  consequently  the  remaining  seven- 
teen are  still  in  his  bowels. 

"  Such,  substantially,  are  the  details  of  the  case,  communicated  to  me 
by  Dr.  Wilson,  as  well  as  by  the  gentleman  himself,  who  is  the  subject 
of  the  disease.  Of  the  truth  of  that  part  of  the  narrative,  which  alone 
appears  extraordinary,  there  is  ample  testimony.  The  metallic  mass, 
of  a  roundish  figure,  and  in  an  impacted  and  firmly-contracted  and  re- 
sisting condition,  is  plainly  and  distinctly  perceptible  to  the  touch.  Its 
size  is  about  that  of  a  pound  bullet ;  and  its  weight,  for  it  can  be  easily 
made  to  rest  on  the  fingers,  denotes  at  least  an  equal  amount  of  matter. 
This  substance  is  firmly  fixed  in  the  intestines,  attached  to  one  spot ;  but 
the  intestine  itself  is  perfectly  movable.  When,  by  leaning  forward, 
the  patient  places  his  trunk  in  a  horizontal  position,  it  falls  near  to  the 
umbilicus,  and  throws  its  entire  weight  on  the  hand  when  applied  be- 
neath it.    It  can  also  be  readily  grasped  between  the  thumb  and  fingers. 

"  On  the  general  health  of  Mr.  P.  this  large  extraneous  body,  though 
it  has  lain  nearly  eight  months  in  his  intestines,  has  produced  as  yet  no 
obviously  deleterious  effect.  His  appetite  and  digestion  are  as  good  as 
they  have  been  for  many  years,  and  his  alvine  evacuations  are  regular 
and  natural ;  once  or  twice,  of  late,  he  has  had  slight  sensations  of  colic, 
but  thinks  them  referable  to  irregularity  in  diet. 

"  It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  from  this  part  of  our  statement, 
that  the  ball  is  productive  of  no  inconvenience.  The  reverse  is  true  in 
an  eminent  degree.  On  horseback  our  patient  cannot  travel  without  real 
suffering,  occasionally  producing  priapism,  nor  is  the  motion  of  a  carriage 
much  less  troublesome  to  him  ;  even  walking  hastily  down  stairs,  or  step- 
ping incautiously,  proves  painful." 

With  the  physician's  speculations  upon  the  case,  and  its  probable 
results,  ends  this  interesting  report. 

I  have  transcribed  this  remarkable  case  rather  on  account  of  its  rare 


40        Biliary  Derangements  from  Atmospheric  Vicissitudes. 


interest  to  the  medical  profession,  than  from  any  idea  of  the  necessity 
of  adding  further  demonstration  of  the  innocuousness  of  "  amalgam." 
However,  it  may  surely  be  deemed  a  pertinent  inquiry — "  Is  it  possible 
that  after  this  we  shall  hear  any  more  about  the  death  of  Mr.  Ames  from 
swallowing  amalgam  ?"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

381  Broadway,  N.  York,  July  21,  1847.         A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 


INFLUENCE  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  VICISSITUDES  IN  PRODUCING  BILIARY 

DERANGEMENT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Throughout  the  animal  kingdom,  the  liver  and  lungs  bear  an  inverse 
ratio  to  each  other  in  their  degree  of  development ;  and  the  less  hydro- 
carbon is  separated  from  the  blood  by  respiration,  the  more  there  is  elimi- 
nated by  the  liver.  In  the  human  foetus,  also,  the  liver,  proportionally 
to  the  lungs,  is  much  larger  than  after  birth,  when  the  latter  organs  have 
assumed  their  office  in  the  animal  economy.  These,  with  numerous 
other-anatomical  and  physiological  facts,  prove  that  respiration  and  the 
biliary  secretion  are  vicarious  functions ;  and  hence,  in  proportion  as  the 
one  is  increased,  the  other  is  diminished. 

Experiment  proves  that  a  much  larger  amount  of  carbonic  acid  is 
given  off  by  respiration  in  a  cold  than  in  a  warm  atmosphere.  At  96° 
a  guinea  pig  exhaled,  in  a  given  time,  two  grains  of  carbonic  acid,  while 
at  63°,  four  grains  were  given  off,  and  at  32°  five  grains.  Nearly  the 
same  ratio  holds  good  with  the  respiration  of  man.  It  must  be  obvious, 
then,  that  if  the  temperature  suddenly  rise  from  32°  to  96°,  the  lungs 
will  eliminate  much  less  carbon  from  the  blood  than  before,  and  also 
much  less  hydrogen,  which  escapes  by  uniting  with  oxygen  and  forming 
watery  vapor.  Now  as  one  office  of  the  liver  is  to  separate  from  the 
blood  that  hydrogen  and  carbon  not  removed  by  other  means,  it  must 
have,  from  this  diminished  action  of  the  lungs,  a  much  larger  amount  of 
labor  thrown  upon  it,  and  that  before  it  can  adapt  itself  to  this  change. 
This  sudden  and  undue  excitement  of  the  liver  either  induces  inflamma- 
tion of  this  organ,  or  an  abundant  secretion  of  bile.  If  there  be  co-existent 
bronchitis  produced  by  the  atmospheric  change,  it  will  only  increase  the 
excitement  of  the  liver  by  rendering  the  lungs  still  more  incapable  of 
vigorous  respiration. 

Now  let  us  suppose  that  the  temperature  suddenly  falls  from  96°  to  32°, 
and  what  follows  ?  From  the  principles  already  laid  down,  the  answer  is 
obvious.  Vigorous  respiration  is  re-established,  the  lungs  exhale  carbon 
and  hydrogen  freely,  and  the  necessity  of  augmented  biliary  secretion  is  su- 
perseded, the  liver  falling  as  much  below  the  healthy  degree  of  activity, 
as  it  had  been  raised  above.  Then  succeeds  torpor  of  the  liver,  and  di- 
minished and  deranged  secretion,  which  renders  more  active  respiration 
necessary  in  order  to  rid  the  blood  of  the  superfluous  carbon  and  hydro- 
gen ;  and  this,  acting  in  connection  with  the  excitement  of  the  lungs 
produced  by  the  sudden  re-establishment  of  vigorous  respiration,  may  in 
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its  turn  produce  inflammation  of  some  of  the  pulmonary  structures. 
Hence,  we  frequently  find,  in  the  commencement  of  biliary  diseases, 
hoarseness,  cough,  and  other  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  pulmonary 
mucous  membrane.  I  conceive  that  to  these  sudden  actions  and  re-ac- 
tions between  the  pulmonary  and  biliary  organs,  may  be  traced  the  origin 
of  bilious  fevers,  bilous  pneumonias,  and  many  diseases  of  this  class  so 
common  in  some  seasons. 

I  have  been  led  to  think  upon  this  subject,  from  observation  during 
the  past  winter  and  spring.  The  season  in  this  locality  has  been  exceed- 
ingly variable,  and  changes  have  occurred  almost  as  striking  as  those  in- 
stanced, and  within  a  few  hours.  For  some  three  months,  including  the 
last  of  winter  and  first  of  spring,  there  was  an  important  change  in  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere  on  an  average  every  twenty-four  hours, 
and  nearly  every  case  of  disease  that  fell  under  my  treatment,  was  cha- 
racterized by  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  biliary  derangement.  In  the 
outset  many  of  the  cases  appeared  to  be  no  more  than  a  common  catarrh, 
attended  with  hoarseness,  cough,  and  headache.  After  a  few  days  this 
commonly  gave  way,  and  bilious  fever  supervened,  continuing  from  seven 
to  fourteen  days  ;  or  if  the  biliary  derangement  were  slight  and  readily 
removed,  health  was  restored  sooner.  It  may  also  be  remarked  of  pneu- 
monia occurring  at  this  time,  that  it  was  of  the  congestive  character,  the 
co-existent  hepatic  derangement  aggravating  the  pulmonary. 

We  usually  attribute  hepatic  diseases  to  elevated  temperature  ;  and 
hence  their  frequency  in  warm  climates  and  the  hot  season  ;  and  this 
may  be  true,  to  some  extent,  but  I  think  that  changes  in  the  weather 
have  been  considered  as  effecting  the  pulmonary  organs  too  exclusively, 
and  their  due  share  of  influence  in  the  production  of  hepatic  disease 
has  not  been  considered.  The  present  season,  which  is  the  hottest  in  the 
year  with  us,  is  not  characterized  by  as  many  cases  of  biliary  derange- 
ment as  was  the  changeable  weather  of  last  winter  and  spring.  In  ac- 
cordance with  my  experience  and  observation,  I  would  lay  it  down  as  a 
principle,  that  in  any  given  locality  the  amount  of  hepatic  disease  is  pro- 
portioned  to  the  extent  and  frequency  of  atmospheric  vicissitudes,  other 
things  being  equal.  Am  I  not  sustained  by  anatomical  and  physiological 
considerations,  as  well  as  by  the  experience  of  the  majority  of  physicians  ? 

West  Poultney,  Vt.,  July  19th,  1847.  Yours  truly, 

Wm.  H.  Miller. 


"  HONOR  TO   WHOM  HONOR  IS  DUE." 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  justice  to  Dr.  March,  of  Albany,  I  herewith  furnish 
you  with  the  data  upon  which  the  claims  of  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege rest  for  the  honor  of  establishing  the  first  medical  and  surgical  clinique} 
specially  and  directly  connected  with  a  medical  college,  in  this  country. 

Neither  the  writer,  nor  any  other  friend  of  the  institution,  would  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  come  before  the  medical  public  with  such 
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a  claim  for  the  Albany  Medical  College,  had  not  the  translator  of  Vel- 
peau's  valuable  work  on  operative  surgery  claimed  the  honor  for  our  able 
and  distinguished  countryman,  Dr.  Mott.  From  what  we  all  know  of  the 
generosity  and  goodness  of  heart  of  our  old  friend  Mott,  we  cannot  be- 
lieve that  he  would  willingly  permit  even  a  devoted  friend  to  award  to 
himself  honor,  or  credit,  to  which  he  was  not  legitimately  entitled.  We 
presume  to  say,  therefore,  that  if  the  facts  we  are  about  to  state,  had  been 
known,  either  to  the  translator  of  the  work  above  mentioned,  or  to  Prof. 
Mott,  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  establish  a  medical  and  surgical 
clinique  in  America  would  not  have  been  claimed  by,  or  for,  Dr.  Mott. 

In  a  note,  by  the  translator  of  Velpeau,  under  the  head  of  "  Tenotomy, 
Myotomy  and  Anaplasty  in  America,"  at  page  517,  Vol.  I.,  will  be 
found  the  following  remarks,  not  only  as  respects  the  claims  of  Dr.  Mott 
to  the  honor  of  establishing  the  first  clinique  in  the  United  States,  but 
as  claiming  the  credit  of  being  "  most  instrumental  in  domiciliating  in 
our  own  country  this  most  important  branch  of  surgery."  We  quote 
from  about  the  middle  of  the  page  referred  to.  "  Dr.  Mott,  during  his 
residence  at  Paris,  and  his  visit  to  Berlin,  Dresden,  &c,  had  carefully 
studied  the  rapid  and  almost  magic  progress  of  this  department  of  sur- 
gery, to  whose  very  birth,  as  it  were,  and  almost  masculine  (if  not 
too  precocious)  maturity,  it  may  be  said  he  was  an  eye-witness,  at  the 
great  orthopedic  establishments  of  Guerin,  Bouvin,  and  others.  And  to 
him  belongs,  in  great  part,  the  credit  of  having  immediately,  on  his  re- 
turn to  America,  in  1841,  by  his  publicly-expressed  approbation  of  their 
utility  at  the  clinique  established  by  him  at  the  University  of  New  York 
(the  first  in  the  United  States),  infused  among  our  practitioners  a  general 
knowledge  and  desire  not  to  lag  behind  their  brethren  of  Europe  ;  and 
thus,  in  fact,  may  be  said  to  have  been  most  instrumental  in  domiciliat- 
ing in  our  own  country  this  most  important  branch  of  surgery." 

Upon  this  subject  we  will  now  give  the  facts,  and  permit  the  medical 
public  to  decide  to  whom  the  honor  belongs.  The  first  course  of  medi- 
cal lectures  given  in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  commenced  the  first 
week  in  January,  1839,  and  on  the  first  Saturday  following,  a  large 
number  of  patients  presented  themselves  before  the  entire  medical  class, 
physicians  and  citizens,  in  the  anatomical  theatre,  for  medical  and  sur- 
gical aid ;  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  whom,  a  number  of  operations  were 
performed.  The  second  course  of  lectures  given  in  the  institution  com- 
menced on  the  first  week  in  October,  1839 ;  and  the  third  course  in  Oc- 
tober, 1840,  at  each  of  which  the  regular  public  clinique  was  kept  up  with 
increased  number  of  patients,  and  with  increased  interest.  So  that  three 
regular  courses  of  public  clinical  instruction  were  given  at  the  Albany 
Med.  College  before  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  N.  York 
was  established,  and,  of  course,  before  Dr.  Mott  had  returned  to  America. 
In  the  course  of  the  third  lecture  term,  in  the  latter  part  of  December, 
1840,  Dr.  March's  first  operation  for  strabismus  was  done  in  the  College, 
at  one  of  the  public  cliniques ;  and  at  the  time  he  sailed  for  Europe, 
May  1st,  1841,  he  had  operated  nineteen  times  for  strabismus,  and  two 
or  three  times  for  talipes,  or  club-foot,  by  dividing  the  tendo-Achilles. 
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Of  most  of  the  above  facts  the  writer  has  a  personal  knowledge,  having 
had  the  honor  of  being  associated  in  the  Faculty  of  that  institution  dur- 
ing all  the  time  named. 

Dr.  March  does  not  claim  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  operate  for 
strabismus  and  club-foot  in  this  country  ;  though  but  very  few  were  in 
advance  of  him  in  this  respect.  But  he  may  justly  claim  the  honor  of 
having  established  the  first  medical  and  surgical  clinique,  intimately  and 
directly  connected  with  a  medical  college,  in  this  country. 

If  Dr.  Mott,  or  his  special  friend,  thinks  that  all  the  credit  and  honor 
is  due  to  him  for  having  "  infused  among  our  practitioners  a  general 
knowledge  and  desire  not  to  lag  behind  their  brethren  in  Europe ;"  and  that 
he  was  "  instrumental  in  domiciliating  in  our  own  country  this  most  im- 
portant branch  of  surgery,"  because  he  lent  his  aid  to  the  cause,  some 
six  months  after  a  large  number  of  American  surgeons  had  been  exten- 
sively and  successfully  engaged  in  operating,  and  in  treating  these  de- 
formities, perhaps  it  would  not  be  kind  or  generous  to  deprive  them  of 
the  enjoyment  of  the  honor  they  claim.  However,  this  point  may  be 
safely  left  to  the  decision  of  the  medical  public. 

The  translator  of  Mott's  Velpeau  having  learned  that  he  had  done  Dr. 
March  injustice  in  claiming,  in  the  first  volume,  the  credit  for  Dr.  Mott 
of  establishing  the  first  clinique  in  this  country,  makes  what  he  supposes, 
no  doubt,  the  amende  honorable  in  the  preface  to  the  third  volume,  in 
the  following  language  : — "  We  will  remark,  that  we  have  in  our  notes 
to  Vol.  I.,  taken  occasion  to  bestow  some  laudation  upon  Dr.  Mott,  as 
the  first  person  who,  upon  his  last  return  from  Europe,  took  an  early 
opportunity  to  establish  at  the  University  of  this  city,  and  upon  a  sure 
basis,  the  valuable  course  of  public  instruction  and  gratuitous  surgical 
services  to  the  poor,  known  for  the  first  time  in  our  country,  but  for  seve- 
ral years  since  in  Europe,  as  a  medical  and  surgical  clinique." 

"  Dr.  March,  an  esteemed  professor  in  the  Medical  College  of  Albany, 
claims  priority  on  this  subject^by  a  year  or  two  in  advance  of  Dr.  Mott, 
But,  we  will  observe,  so  far  as  public  attendance  on  surgical  operations, 
and  medical  prescriptions  for  the  out-door  poor,  soliciting  advice  at  hos- 
pitals, dispensaries,  &c,  goes,  the  matter  of  cliniques  (applied  in  an  in- 
verse sense  to  the  truth,  so  far  as  the  etiology  of  the  word,  or  bed-side 
practice,  is  concerned)  is  quite  an  old  affair  all  over  the  world,  having 
been  in  common  vogue  for  a  century,  or  for  half  a  century  at  least." 

While  the  undisputed  right  to  the  honor  was  claimed  for  Dr,  Mott,  the 
first  to  establish  a  surgical  clinique  in  this  country,  it  was  a  new  and  im- 
portant  era  in  surgical  instruction.  But  now,  {<  it  is  an  old  affair,"  and 
of  no  sort  of  consequence,  since  some  one  else  is  entitled  to  the  credit 
of  originating  and  conveying  into  practical  operation,  such  important 
means  of  public  instruction  as  directly  connected  with  our  medical  coU 
leges.  Perhaps  Dr.  March  will  hardly  thank  the  translator  for  the 
above-quoted  explanation, 

August  5,  1847, 
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CONGENITAL  MALFORMATION  OF  THE  INTESTINAL  TUBE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Mexlical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  J.  S.,  aged  26,  was  delivered  at  full  time,  Wednesday,  July  28th, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  her  first  child  (a  male),  weighing  eight  pounds. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  about  the  labor,  only  that  it  was  protracted, 
and  from  inefficiency  of  action  ergot  was  successfully  used.  The  child 
was  well  formed,  and  there  was  at  its  birth  every  appearance  of  its  doing 
well.  It,  however,  soon  commenced  vomiting,  which  continued  frequently 
for  two  days,  and  everything  given  was  soon  ejected  from  the  stomach. 
On  the  second  and  third  days,  at  two  different  times,  a  very  little,  say  a 
drachm,  of  green  and  slimy  matter  was  discharged  from  the  bowels.  The 
tube  of  a  two-ounce  syringe  readily  passed  into  the  rectum,  but  the  in- 
jection returned.  All  means  of  relief  failed,  and  the  child  began  to 
falter  the  second  day,  and  continued,  to  fail,  till  it  expired  at  3.J  o'clock, 
Saturday,  July  31st,  being  a  little  more  than  three  days  from  birth. 

Examination. — The  body  was  examined  five  hours  after  death,  the 
dissection  being  made  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  of  this  city.  The  sto- 
mach, duodenum,  jejunum,  and  to  about  the  middle  of  the  ileum,  were 
of  the  usual  size  and  appearance.  About  the  middle  of  the  ileum,  the 
bowel  abruptly  contracted  to  less  than  the  size  of  a  common  quill,  and  thus 
continued  through  the  colon  and  rectum  to  its  termination.  The  con- 
tracted parts  were  of  a  light  color,  and  their  convolutions  had  the  appear- 
ance of  masses  of  lumbrici  coiled  together.  No  fluid  could  be  made  to 
pass  from  the  uncontracted  into  the  contracted  bowel  below.  The  exa- 
mination most  satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  death  of  the  child.  The 
heart,  lungs,  liver,  kidneys,  he,  were  natural  in  their  appearance. 

Boston,  August  2d,  1847.  Geo.  Hubbard. 
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Surgical  and  Mechanical  Dentistry. — An  increased  attention  to  the 
subject  of  dentistry  is  indicated  of  late  by  the  multiplication  of  treatises ; 
and  there  is  need  enough  of  them.  With  all  the  science  and  mechanical 
skill  of  those  who  have  raised  and  are  continually  elevating  their  profession, 
the  country  swarms  with  a  set  of  reckless  men,  who  are  doing  an  amount 
of  mischief  which  all  the  properly  taught  dental  operators  in  America  can 
hardly  repair.  New  and  useful  publications  appear  none  too  frequently. 
If  they  influence  the  people  to  encourage  those  only  who  are  actually  mas- 
ters of  their  business,  an  important  point  will  be  gained.  This  is  a  country 
of  bad  teeth  and  bad  dentists  ;  but  with  the  efforts  now  making  by  compe- 
tent writers,  the  dental  colleges,  and  the  co-operation  of  an  enlightened 
public  sentiment,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  of  ultimately  having  the  very 
best  operators  in  the  world,  wherever  the  demand  for  the  services  of  the 
craft  exists. 


Medical  Intelligence. 
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A  practical  treatise  on  the  operations  of  surgical  and  mechanical  dentist- 
ry, by  Samuel  C.  Harbert,  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Barrett  &  Jones,  of 
Philadelphia,  containing  216  pages  and  illustrated  by  lithographic  plates, 
has  been  placed  on  sale  within  a  few  weeks.  The  author's  name  is  new  to 
us.  He  has,  however,  given  convincing  testimony  of  his  ability  to  teach 
others  whatever  is  known  to  himself.  Part  I.,  arranged  in  five  chapters,  is 
confined  to  the  anatomy  of  the  teeth,  the  process  of  dentition,  diseases, 
treatment,  instruments,  &c.  &c,  together  with  judicious  remarks  upon  pre- 
paring the  mouth  for  the  insertion  of  artificial  teeth.  Part  II.  is  the  gem  of 
the  book — mechanical  dentistry,  in  nine  chapters.  They  are  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  artificial  teeth  manufactured  from  those  of  animals,  color- 
ing principle,  formulas,  moulding  porcelain  teeth,  plates  for  mounting,  sol- 
dering, plaster  models  of  the  jaws,  tools,  and,  finally,  the  value  of  the 
letheon  is  discussed,  the  reproduction  of  osseous  matter  considered,  and  the 
famous  ligamentum  dentium  disposed  of  as  a  sensible  man  should  deal  with 
such  a  glaring  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  ignorant.  This  is,  on  the  whole, 
a  familiarly  constructed  table  book  for  the  dentist,  more  useful  to  him  than 
to  the  general  reader;  and  from  the  fact  that  it  gives  minute  instructions  in 
regard  to  manufacturing,  all  dentists  ought  to  have  it. 


Latham  on  Auscultation  and  Semeiology. — A  second  edition  of  Lectures 
on  subjects  connected  with  Clinical  Medicine,  by  P.  M.  Latham,  M.D.,  &c, 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Barrington  & 
Haswell,  Philadelphia,  may  be  had  at  the  principal  bookstores.  Dr.  La- 
tham has  a  good  reputation,  wherever  his  writings  have  been  circulated. 
He  appears  to  be  a  man  earnestly  devoted  to  his  profession,  who  omits  no 
opportunity  of  advancing  the  great  interests  of  a  science  that  contemplates 
an  increased  value  of  life  and  alleviation  of  the  sufferings  of  disease. 
"  The  Lectures,"  says  Dr.  Latham,  "  now  published,  embrace  one  part  only 
of  Semeiology.  The  inquiry,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  has  been  occupied  with 
the  evidence,  which  each  organ  is  capable  of  furnishing,  of  its  own  dis- 
eases, by  symptoms  directly  referable  to  itself,  and  involved  in  the  actual 
state  of  its  sensations,  functions  and  structure.  This  is  the  simplest  and 
easiest  part  of  semeiology." 

There  are  fifteen  lectures  in  the  series  comprising  the  volume,  written  in 
a  plain,  familiar  manner,  and  so  arranged  that  there  is  a  regular  ascent  from 
elemetary  principles,  to  the  exact  and  highest  knowledge  on  the  various 
subjects  brought  under  notice.  Lecture  I.  treats  of  the  education  of  medi- 
cal men.  Lecture  II.,  the  ample  materials  afforded  by  hospitals  for  the 
clinical  study  of  medicine,  &c.  Lceture  III.,  remarks  upon  taking  cases. 
IV.,  pathology.  V.,  on  the  proper  objects  of  medical  investigation.  VI., 
on  the  doctrine  of  symptoms.  VII.,  the  same  subject  continued.  VIII.,  the 
same,  further  elaborated  ;  and,  finally,  all  the  remaining  lectures  are  a  con- 
tinuation of  that  very  fertile  matter,  the  doctrine  of  symptoms,  detailing,  step 
by  step,  all  the  shades  of  appearance  externally,  and  the  variations  from  a 
standard  of  health  in  different  organs,  and  the  sensations  of  the  patient,  in 
passing  from  one  stage  of  disease  to  another.  We  consider  this 
publication  well  deserving  of  that  patronage  which  men  of  enlarged 
professional  views  should  bestow  upon  works  of  the  first  character  on  prac- 
tical medicine. 
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Analysis  of  Physiology. — A  pleasant,  profitable  treatise  was  very  recently 
published  at  Philadelphia,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Auner,  entitled,  "  Analysis  of  Phy- 
siology, being-  a  condensed  view  of  the  most  important  facts  and  doctrines. 
Designed  for  the  use  of  students.  By  John  G.  Reese,  M.D.  &c."  It  is  but 
an  act  of  justice  to  say  that  the  treatise  is  an  excellent  one.  It  is  better  cal- 
culated, however,  for  individuals  somewhat  advanced  in  physiological  in- 
quiries, than  those  just  commencing  the  study.  There  is  a  kind  of  hard 
technicality  running  through  the  text,  that  might  have  been  avoided,  since 
the  English  language  is  happily  constructed  in  a  manner  that  enables  us  to 
express  every  shade  of  thought  with  simplicity  and  effect.  One  of  the 
prominent  objections  usually  brought  against  elementary  treatises  on  anato- 
my, physiology  and  philosophy,  is  that  they  are  made  obscure  to  the  young 
by  the  too  free  use  of  long  and  technical  terms  peculiar  to  the  science. 
But  although  this  objection  may  apply  with  some  truth  to  Dr.  Reese's  trea- 
tise, we  must  confess  that  on  the  whole  we  like  it  very  well — as  it  contains 
the  essence  of  the  long  list  of  physiological  researches,  which  are  scattered 
through  our  libraries,  in  all  the  languages  of  ancient  and  modern  times. 


Imitation  Spa  Water. —Having  inspected  a  specimen  of  chalybeate 
effervescing  powders,  manufactured  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Teulon,  Jr.,  of  Boston, 
it  is  due  to  his  ingenuity,  as  a  practical  chemist,  to  say  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded well.  Physicians  will  be  very  likely  to  prescribe  the  draught,  since 
the  effect,  in  certain  cases,  must  be  very  satisfactory.  A  specimen  of  the 
pure  sulphate  of  iron,  also  made  by  Mr.  Teulon,  meets  the  entire  approval 
of  an  experienced  druggist,  to  whom  it  has  been  shown,  which  has  strength- 
ened us  in  the  hope  that  the  public  may  sustain  the  young  chemist  in  his 
scientific  efforts.  The  following  is  the  mode  in  which  it  is  prepared  : — 
"  The  yellow  paper  contains  ferri  sulph.,  grs.  v.  ;  acid  tart.,  grs.  xxv.  The 
blue  paper  contains  soda  bi-carb.,  grs.  xl.  When  mixed  in  solution,  double 
decomposition  takes  place,  and  ferri  bi-carb.  and  soda  tartratis  in  solution 
with  free  carbonic  acid  is  the  result.  Their  utility  will  at  once  be 
perceived." 


Rival  Claims  in  Science. — Mr.  Editor.  The  following  is  from  a  work 
by  Sir  David  Brewster.  It  was  written  about  sixteen  years  ago,  but  I 
suppose  it  is  not  so  old  as  to  be  without  some  truth  now. 

"  In  the  history  of  science  it  has  always  been  a  difficult  task  to  adjust 
the  rival  claims  of  competitors,  when  the  one  ivas  allowed  to  have  completed 
ivhat  the  other  was  acknowledged  to  have  begun.  He  who  commences  an 
inquiry,  and  publishes  his  results,  often  goes  much  further  than  he  has  an- 
nounced to  the  world,  and  pushing  his  speculations  into  the  very  heart  of 
his  subject,  frequently  submits  them  to  the  ear  of  friendship.  From  the 
pedestal  of  his  published  labors  his  rival  begins  his  researches,  and  brings 
them  to  a  successful  issue ;  while  he  has  in  reality  done  nothing  more 
than  complete  and  demonstrate  the  imperfect  speculations  of  his  predeces- 
sor. To  the  world  and  to  himself,  he  is  no  doubt  in  the  position  of  the 
principal  discoverer ;  but  there  is  still  some  apology  for  his  rival  when  he 
brings  forward  his  unpublished  labors  ;  and  some  excuse  for  the  exercise  of 
personal  feeling,  when  he  measures  the  speed  of  his  rival  by  his  own 
proximity  to  the  goal." 
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Case  of  Ligature  of  common  Carotid,  for  removal  of  Parotid  Gland. — 
By  A.  B.  Shipman,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Indiana  Medical  Col- 
lege.   (Communicated  by  Dr.  Norris.)    Mr.   ,  set.  70,  spare  habit,  but 

good  general  health,  had  a  tumor  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  of  four  years' 
standing.  She  resided  in  Tully,  Onondaga  Co.,  N  .York.  The  tumor  was 
about  the  size  of  an  orange,  very  hard,  with  lancinating  pains  through  it. 
Diagnosis,  scirrhus  of  the  parotid  gland.  It  was  determined  to  extirpate  it. 
Previous  to  extirpation  it  was  decided  to  tie  the  carotid,  which  was  done 
by  myself  and  Dr.  Norman  Van  Dusen,of  Tully.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  operation,  considerable  hemorrhage  attended,  but  the  operation  was 
fmished,  and  the  patient  recovered,  the  wound  healed,  and  the  ligature 
came  away  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  operation.  The  patient  was 
well  one  year  from  the  operation,  but  I  understood  the  tumor  returned 
again  in  the  course  of  two  years,  and  she  finally  sunk  under  it.  But  she 
recovered  perfectly  from  the  operation  of  tying  the  carotid.  This  was  in 
May,  1844,  and  has  never  been  reported  before. — American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  New  York  Annalist  states  the  deaths  in .  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  during  the  week  from  July  17  to  July  23, 
to  have  been  528 — including  88  from  cholera  infantum. — The  July  No. 
of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal  is  referred  to  by  the  Annalist.  It  has 
not  reached  us,  and  in  general  the  Nos.  are  very  irregular  in  their  appear- 
ance here. — Dr.  W.  H.  Donne,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  appointed 
professor  of  anatomy,  in  the  new  medical  college  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in 
the  place  of  Dr.  Bybee,  resigned. — A  Mrs.  Horn,  of  Burlington,  N.  Y., 
gave  birth  recently  to  three  sons,  who  are  all  doing  well. — Among  the  no- 
tices of  recent  American  patents  in  Newton's  London  Journal  of  Arts  for 
June,  is  one  to  John  Alien,  -of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  "  for  a  method  of  re- 
storing the  fulness  or  roundness  of  the  cheeks."  This  he  proposes  to  ac- 
complish by  means  of  metallic  bulbs,  formed,  fitted  to,  and  secured  in  the 
mouth  by  any  suitable  attachment  between  the  jaw-bones  and  the  cheeks. — 
The  Viceroy  of  Egypt  has  just  decided  that,  in  future,  the  inhabitants  of 
each  village  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  every  month,  to  the  collector  of  taxes, 
an  account  of  all  the  births  since  his  last  visit.  This  is  the  first  attempt  to 
establish  a  census  in  that  country.  The  wife  of  a  supervisor  of  Bridge- 
north,  England,  has  lately  presented  her  husband  with  three  children.  He 
is  now  the  happy  father  of  twenty-six. — The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal  commences  its  fifth  volume  with  enlarged  dimensions  and  im- 
proved appearance.    The  editors  are  Drs.  Linton  and  McPheeters. 


To  Correspondents. — Papers  on  the  following  subjects  have  been  received — viz.,  Mineral 
Paste  for  Teeth,  Operative  Surgery,  Epidemic  among-  Horses,  the  American  Institute  of  Ho- 
moeopathy. 


Died,— At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Robert  Harris,  70. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  7th.  103.— Males,  58— females,  45. — 
Stillborn,  8.  Of  consumption.  17 — typhus  fever,  23 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — scrofula. 
1— jaundice,  1 — dropsy,  2 — dysentery,  8 — disease  of  the  bowels,  27 — infantile,  7 — cramp,  1 — 
canker.  1 — hernia,  1 — marasmus,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — convulsions,  3 — teething,  1 — in- 
flammation on  the  brain,  3 — measles,  1 — old  age,  1. 

Under  5  years,  48— between  5  and  20  years,  1 1— between  20  and  40  years ,  27— between  40  and 
60  years.  13— over  60  years,  4. 
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Use  of  Ether  in  Natural  Labor. — J.  G.  Langsdown,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.E., 
and  surgeon  to  the  Bristol  General  Hospital,  reports  in  the  London  Lancet, 
two  cases  of  natural  labor  in  which  the  ether  was  successfully  employed. 
At  the  close  of  the  reports,  he  remarks  as  follows. 

"  These  cases  fully  show  that  the  ether  may  be  given  in  natural  labors 
with  impunity,  and  also  that  the  suffering  may  be  entirely  removed  ;  this 
alone  is  quite  sufficient  to  remove  that  depression  under  which  the  pregnant 
female  frequently  labors  for  months  previous  to  her  delivery,  and  which 
often  produces  a  great  shock  to  the  system  generally,  quite  unfitting  her  for 
any  exercise,  which  is  so  beneficial  to  her  when  in  that  condition.  I  am 
better  pleased  with  its  application  to  natural  labors  than  to  any  of  the  cases 
in  which  I  have  used  it,  which  have  now,  for  different  purposes,  amounted 
to  fifty  ;  and  in  none  have  I  seen  a  bad  sympton  following  its  use." 


The  late  Dr.  Ramsbotham. — This  eminent  physician,  John  Ramsbotham, 
M.D.,  has  bequeathed  the  receipts  which  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  his 
medical  publications  to  his  wife  during  her  life,  and  has  directed  that  an 
annuity  of  1501.  shall  be  purchased  for  her,  and  that  she  receive  the  interest 
of  the  residue  of  his  property.  And  at  her  decease  he  leaves  to  his  son 
Francis  Henry  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  who  is  the  acting  executor  of  his  will, 
the  copyright  of  all  his  medical  works  and  all  other  medical  books,  and  his 
manuscript  cases ;  and  then,  after  making  one  or  two  bequests,  he  divides 
between  his  sons,  Francis  and  Charles,  the  ultimate  residue  of  his  property. 
He  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty,  and  had  purchased,  only  a  year  before 
his  death,  an  annuity  of  <£1S0  for  his  life,  which  was  insured  in  the  Equi- 
table and  London  Life  Assurance  Offices. — London  Lancet. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  and  w,ill  con- 
tinue 16  weeks. 

Alden  March,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

T.  Rom ey n  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 

James  McNaughton,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ebenezer  Emmons,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
James  H.  Armsby,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  Lectures  are  $70.    The  Matriculation  fee  is  $5  ;  Graduation  fee,  $20. 
During  the  month  of  September,  the  Faculty  will  deliver  two  lectures  daily,  to  which  students  who 
have  matriculated  will  he  admitted  without  additional  charge.    As  these  lectures  do  not  make  part  of 
the  regular  annual  course,  attendance  on  them  will  not  be  exacted  for  graduation. 

Those  who  wish  for  further  information,  or  for  circulars,  will  address  a  letter  (post  paid)  to  the 
Registrar.  June  30— eptOcll  THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Session  of  1847-48. 
The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  first  of  November. 
Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &c. 
Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  find  General  Therapeutics. 
Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
John  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  Medicine 
Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Franklin  Bache,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 
Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical cases  are  investigated,  prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.    During  the  past  year, 
eight  hundred  cases  were  treated,  and  two  hundred  operated  upon.    The  Clinical  Lectures  are  so 
arranged  as  to  permit  the  student,  should  he  desire  it,  to  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgical  practice  and 
Lectures  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.    After  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting  rooms  of  the  College 
will  be  open  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator. 
The  number  of  students  during  the  last  Session  was  493;  and  of  graduates  181. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Philadelphia,  July  1,  1847.  July28-eptNovl  No.  1  Girard  Street. 
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DR.  DICK'S  ALPHABETICAL  NOTICES  OF  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED 
WITH   THE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued  from  page  459.] 

Constipation. — There  is  a  form  of  constipation  which  occurs  in  the 
young  of  both  sexes,  from  the  14th  to  the  20th  or  22d  year,  which 
rather  indicates  health  than  disease,  and  is  the  result  of  active  assimilation 
and  absorption  in  the  small  intestines.  Hence,  a  too  great  dryness  and 
solidification  of  the  faecal  matters,  which,  besides  being  thoroughly  drained 
of  assimilative  matter,  are  reduced  to  so  small  a  volume,  as  not  sufficiently 
to  excite  peristaltic  action.  This  form  of  constipation  usually  disappears 
spontaneously  at  that  time  of  life  when, less  exercise  being  taken,  and  the 
development  of  the  body  being  completed,  absorption  goes  on  less 
actively  in  the  bowels,  the  mucous  surface  of  which  is  again  plentifully 
lubricated  with  mucus,  as  in  the  first  years.  As,  however,  from  neglect, 
or  mismanagement  of  the  constipation  of  youth,  chronic  disorders  often 
result,  a  few  observations  on  it  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

The  first  means  is,  attention  to  diet,  by  which  alone,  in  the  outset,  we 
ought  to  seek  the  cure  of  the  disorder.  The  food  should  be  pultaceous 
and  herbaceous.  A  porridge,  morning  and  evening,  or  at  least  once  a-, 
day,  of  barley  and  oatmeal,  will  often  be  sufficient  to  regulate  the  bowels. 
Turnips,  greens,  potatoes,  should  be  freely  used  at  dinner,  as  well  as 
salad,  celery,  &c.  Bread  should  be  sparingly  used,  and  what  is  taken 
of  it  should  be  brown  or  rye.  Apples,  pears,  prunes,  grapes,  raisins, 
strawberries,  gooseberries,  raspberries,  cherries,  should  be  used  with  little 
restraint,  and  lemonade  or  cider  may  be  drank. 

Such  a  system  of  diet  failing  to  remove  the  affection,  the  next  thing 
to  be  tried  (in  addition  to  the  above  diet,  which  should  be  persevered  in) 
is  injections.  A  simple  one,  of  tepid  water,  of  considerable  volume, 
should  be  first  employed,  every  morning  or  alternate  morning,  after  break- 
fast. If  this  is  insufficient,  then  a  medicated  one  should  be  had  recourse 
to,  consisting  of  gruel,  with  olive  or  castor  oil,  or  turpentine  ;  or  infu- 
sion of  senna,  he.  As  a  too  great  spissitude  of  the  faecal  mass  is  the 
evil  to  be  contended  with,  and  as  the  colon  is  the  part  where  the  accu- 
mulation principally  occurs,  so  ought  the  remedy  to  be  as  local  as  possi- 
ble. The  giving  of  aperients  by  the  mouth  for  a  simple  and  very  local 
affection,  confined  to  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  intestinal  tube,  besides 


50 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


being  a  circuitous  measure,  is,  moreover,  attended  with  inconveniences 
and  disadvantages.  In  order  to  relieve  the  colon,  the  secretions  of  the 
whole  upper  part  of  the  intestinal  tube  are,  by  the  method  referred  to, 
artificially  augmented,  and  the  liver,  jejunum,  ileum,  &c,  are  thus  insi- 
diously trained  not  to  act  efficiently,  unless  under  the  influence  of  purga- 
tives. Young  persons  are  thus  unwittingly  ensnared  into  a  permanent 
dependence  on  medicines  during  life. 

If,  however,  neither  a  chosen  diet  nor  enemata  are  sufficient,  and  some 
aperient  appears  to  be  indispensable,  we  ought  to  select  one,  which,  leav- 
ing the  upper  bowels  unaffected,  acts  only  or  chiefly  on  the  colon,  the 
seat  of  derangement.  Aloes,  combined  with  myrrh  or  with  galbanum, 
sulphur,  &c,  fulfil  this  object.  Castor  or  olive  oil  are,  perhaps,  the  next 
best  resource. 

The  constipation  of  youth,  if  not  mismanaged,  generally  ceases  spon- 
taneously at  from  the  20th  to  the  26th  year.  It  is,  however,  often  mis- 
managed by  young  persons  themselves,  the  friends  or  medical  attendants. 
Chronic  costiveness  is  established,  with  all  the  disturbances  to  cbymifica- 
tion  and  chylification  occasioned  by  the  use  of  purgatives,  even  when 
most  judiciously  selected  and  most  moderately  used  ;  and  with  those  al- 
ternations, now  of  what  we  might  name  vascular  collapse,  now  of  ple- 
thora, according  as  purgatives  are  employed  too  energetically,  or,  on  the 
other  band,  not  with  sufficient  freedom  and  frequency,  after  their  use 
has  been  unfortunately  established. 

We  have  met  with  remarkable  idiosyncrasies  in  patients  suffering  from 
costiveness,  and  requiring  purgatives.  It  is,  also,  singular  and  important 
to  observe  with  what  rapidity  some  persons  are  debilitated  by  purgatives  ; 
how  well  others  bear  them  ;  what  a  slight  dose  suits  one  individual  ;  how 
large  a  dose  is  required  by  another.  This  patient  is  freely  purged  by  a 
teaspoonful  of  castor  oil  ;  that  one  is  only  sent  to  stool  by  mercury,  gam- 
boge, or  croton  oil.  Of  those  by  whom  the  writer  is  at  present  consulted, 
there  are  five  or  six,  whose  only  laxative  is  a  cigar. 

Sulphuro-saline  waters,  as  those  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  of  Vichy,  and 
saline  waters,  as  those  of  Pullna  and  Seidlitz,  are  useful  in  costiveness, 
and  involve  fewer  risks  of  future  ill  consequences  than  most  other  means. 

The  time  or  times  of  the  day  at  which  purgative  medicine  should  be 
taken  is  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  to  those  seeking  not  to  fall  into 
a  habit  of  using  such  medicine,  and  to  confine  the  quantity  of  laxative  as 
rigorously  as  possible  to  that  merely  which  is  required.  We  should 
therefore  aim  at  imitating  as  nearly  as  possible  the  action  of  nature.  Now 
it  is  during  meals,  and  probably  for  from  one  to  two  hours  subsequent  to 
these,  that  the  biliary,  pancreatic  and  mucous  secretions,  as  well  as  the 
secretion  or  formation  of  hydrochloric  acid,  specially  take  place.  Pur- 
gatives, then,  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  given,  not  once,  but  several  times  in 
the  twenty-four  hours — namely,  immediately  before,  or  during,  or  soon 
after,  the  principal  meals.  They  would  thus  co-operate  in  time  and  ac- 
tion with  the  natural  secretions,  and  with  the  more  active  periods  of  the 
peristaltic  movements.  And  this  leads  me  to  notice  one  laxative,  which 
may  be  used  conveniently  as  a  condiment  in  soup,  he,  in  place  of  com- 
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mon  salt.  I  refer  to  the  phosphate  of  soda,  by  which  children  may  be 
unconsciously  beguiled  into  the  taking  of  purgatives,  on  the  principle 
referred  to  by  Tasso  : — 

Cosi  all'  egro  fanciul  porgiamo  aspersi 
Di  soavi  licor  gli  orli  del  vaso  ; 
Sucrlii  amari,  ingannato,  intanto  ei  bcve; 
E  dall'  inganno  suo,  vita  rcceve. 

Which  we  may  translate  thus: — 

When  the  sick  child  requires  ihe  bitter  draught, 
We  smear  with  sweet  the  cup  from  which  'tis  quaff'd. 
The  infant's  sense  the  hohey'd  drug  deceives; 
He  drinks,  and  from  the  error  life  receives. 

Gkrusalemma  Liberata,  Book  i. 

Copper. — Copper  may  be  employed  as  a  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic  ; 
but  it  has  this  disadvantage,  that  its  toxical  effects  are  apt  to  be  de- 
veloped before  any  considerable  therapeutical  benefit  is  derived.  Conse- 
quently it  is  not  to  be  compared,  in  conveniency  and  efficiency,  with  iron, 
zinc,  bismuth  or  silver;  but,  like  them,  may  be  employed,  united  with 
vegetable  sedatives,  in  gastrodynia  consisting  purely  of  morbid  innerva- 
tion, and  where  the  mucous  membrane  is  healthy.  We  have  used  it, 
also,  with  evident  advantage,  as  part  in  a  series  of  treatment  for  paralysis, 
local  and  general.  But,  for  the  reason  stated  above,  the  range  and  de- 
cree of  its  utility  are  limited. 

Coriandrum,. — A  carminative  which  requires  no  remark.  It  may, 
however,  be  worth  while  just  to  observe,  that,  in  Cullen's  opinion,  cori- 
ander seeds  correct,  better  than  any  other  carminative,  the  griping  effect 
of  senna. 

Cornaro. — Though  not  a  proper  subject  for  a  "  Notice,"  yet,  in  this 
series  of  papers,  a  slight  reference  to  Cornaro  can  scarcely  be  called  out 
of  place.  Our  only  object,  however,  in  here  naming  him,  is  to  direct 
attention,  in  the  briefest  manner,  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  that  diet, 
and  to  the  hygienic  means  by  which,  after  a  lifeof  intemperance  up  to  his 
41st  or  42d  year,  he  both  recovered  entire  health,  and  deferred  death  till 
his  98th  year. 

Between  his  35th  and  40th  years,  he  became,  as  he  tells  us,  subject 
"  to  pains  in  the  stomach,  colic,  gout,  attended  by  what  was  still  worse,  an 
almost  continual  slow  fever,  a  stomach  generally  out  of  order,  and  a  per- 
petual thirst."  He  had  been  a  free-living  man,  but  now  determined  on  a  re- 
form equally  thorough  and  abrupt.  He  suddenly  reduced  his  hitherto  large 
allowance  of  food  to  twelve  ounces  of  solid,  and  fourteen  of  liquid,  daily. 
His  solid  food  consisted,  as  he  tells  us,  "  of  bread,  panada,  with  an  egg, 
or  such  other  spoonmeat.  Of  flesh  I  eat  veal,  kid,  mutton,  poultry  of 
every  sort,  partridges,  thrushes  ;"  he  also  ate  fish.  Of  the  fourteen 
ounces  of  liquid  food,  Tuscan  wine  appears  to  have  formed  a  principal 
part.  We  presume  the  wine  then  drank  in  Tuscany  was  probably  of 
much  the  same  strength  and  quality  with  what  is  now  used,  and  this  con- 
tains about  three  per  cent,  less  alcohol  than  sherry,  and  five  or  six  less 
than  port.  In  the  writer's  opinion,  the  wines  of  Tuscany  are  pleasant 
and  sound,  suit  well  the  diet  and  the  climale,  and,  used  as  Conaro  used 
them  (and  considering  his  formerly  stimulant,  and  now  reduced,  diet), 
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would  answer  well.  The  flesh  of  the  kid  and  thrushes  is  still  used  in 
Tuscany  and  in  Italy  generally ;  and  hearty  and  savory  meals  we  have 
made  of  both. 

Cornaro  makes  little  or  no  mention  of  vegetables  or  fruits.  These, 
and  particularly  salads,  are  much  used  in  Italy,  and,  from  our  own  obser- 
vation, we  should  pronounce  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  greater  devourers 
of  salads  than  even  the  Parisians. 

In  addition  to  the  above  dietetic  restrictions,  Cornaro  was  careful  to 
avoid  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  fatigue,  mental  toil,  moral  excitement, 
and  sexual  excess. 

How  was  his  reformation  rewarded  ?  In  a  few  days  he  began  to  re- 
ceive benefit  and  improvement  from  his  new  system  ;  within  a  year  his 
health  was  entirely  restored.  Of  medicines  he  makes  no  mention.  He 
died,  sitting  in  his  chair,  at  98  (other  accounts  say  at  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred), jn  a  manner  which  quite  realized  the  euthanasia  of  Grecian  sages  ; 
his  breath  exhaling  from  his  body  as  gently  as,  at  the  first  cold  of  au- 
tumn, the  leaf,  detaching  itself  from  the  tree,  rustles  down  in  the  forest's 
stillness. 

What  is  valuable  in  Cornaro's  case,  is  the  illustration  it  affords  of  how 
much  can  be  effected  by  temperance  and  hygienic  means,  and  on  how 
small  an  amount  of  food  life  and  health  may  be  maintained. 

Cough. — We  are  sometimes  consulted  for  what  patients  call  astomach- 
cough,  a  liver-cough,  he.  These  phrases,  though  perhaps  not  quite  ac- 
curate, yet  express  nosological  truths.  There  are  coughs  primarily  due 
to  the  state  of  the  stomach  and  liver  respectively. 

Cough,  from  peculiar  states  of  the  stomach  and  liver,  may  be  caused  in 
various  ways.  Great  flatulent  distention  of  the  stomach  may  provoke 
expulsive  efforts  in  the  respiratory  muscles.  An  inordinately  large  meal 
may  produce  a  similar  effect ;  so  may  also  a  hypertrophied  liver.  Thecon- 
nections  of  the  par  vagum  with  the  hepatic  plexus,  and  with  the  sto- 
mach, on  the  one  hand,  with  the  anterior  and  posterior  pulmonic 
plexuses,  on  the  other,  sufficiently  explain  the  cough  and  dyspnoea 
which  occasionally  result  from  irritated  or  inflamed  liver,  and  from  mor- 
bid conditions  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane.  "  The  connection," 
observe  John  and  Charles  Bell,  "  between  the  stomach  and  bronchiae, 
through  the  medium  of  the  par  vagum  and  pulmonic  plexus,  is  evident 
from  those  asthmatic  attacks  which  depend  upon  foulness  of  the  stomach." 

Again,  there  are  certain  aphthous  and  other  morbid  states  of  the  gas- 
tric mucous  membrane,  which  are  evidently  gradually  propagated  up  the 
oesophagus  and  down  the  trachea,  and  causing,  in  this  way,  reflex  actions 
in  the  respiratory  muscles. 

The  treatment  of  such  sympathetic  coughs  is,  of  course,  entirely  subor- 
dinate to  that  of  the  stomach  or  hepatic  lesion  which  causes  them. 
Sometimes,  however,  in  phthisical  and  strumous  subjects,  the  pulmonary 
irritation,  though  at  first,  merely  sympathetic,  becomes  independent,  refuses 
to  yield,  even  after  the  disappearance  of  its  first  cause,  and  issues  fatally. 
Hence  the  justice  of  AndraPs  advice,  to  watch  with  jealousy  dyspepsia 
in  strumous  persons. 


Chlorosis. 


53 


Croton  Cascarilla,  and  Croton  Tiglium. — Is  is  to  be  regretted  that 
two  substances  so  unconnected,  and  of  proportions  so  opposed,  should 
have  a  name  in  common.  We  do  not  see  the  smallest  reason  why  the 
unmeaning  expletive  croton  should  be  retained,  but  should  consider  it 
much  more  simple  and  convenient  that,  henceforth,  cascarilla  and  tiglium 
should  alone  be  employed. 

Cascarilla  is  an  excellent  aromatic  tonic,  which  agrees  with  most  sto- 
machs. It  may  either  be  given  by  itself  or  else  conjoined  to  stronger 
tonics,  or  to  purgatives.  Thus  it  corrects  the  cold  and  griping  tendency 
of  senna  and  neutral  salts.  In  a  course  of  tonics  we  may  often  advantage- 
ously commence  with  cascarilla,  and  go  on  to  gentian  and  quinine. 

For  the  circumstances  in  which  croton  oil  is  to  be  used,  we  refer  to  the 
notice  of  cathartics  (p.  271,  vol.  xxxvi.,  of  this  Journal).  It  is  there 
noticed,  that  in  congested  states  of  the  vena  portae,  in  cerebral  congestion, 
in  some  forms  of  cephalalgia,  and  of  tic  douloureux,  croton  oil  is  a  power- 
ful and  prompt,  though  almost  always  a  harsh  and  debilitating  remedy. 
It  is  indispensable  to  its  being  administered  safely,  that  there  be  no  ten- 
dency to  inflammatory  congestion  of  the  gastro-enteric  mucous  membrane. 
It  suits  best  leuco-phlegmatic  subjects,  and  persons  whose  congestions 
are  venous,  not  arterial  ;  passive,  not  active  ;  and  the  torpor  of  whose 
portal  circulation  is  due  to  no  organic  cause  in  the  liver  or  heart.  In  such 
cases,  croton  oil  is  sometimes  singularly  serviceable. 


CHLOROSIS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Chlorosis,  or  the  "  green  sickness,"  has  its  name  from  the  green,  pale 
and  yellowish  look  of  those  who  are  affected  with  it ;  "a  genus  of  dis- 
ease in  the  class  Cachexia?,  and  order  Impetigines,  of  Cullen,"  belonging 
to  the  fifth  class  (Genetica),  and  the  order  Orgastica,  of  Good.  It  is  a 
very  frequent  disorder,  and  hence  a  very  important  one.  Every  physi- 
cian is  acquainted  with  its  usual  phenomena,  progress  and  terminations  ; 
but  I  am  aware  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  prevails,  both  as  it  regards  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  the  complaint. 

It  cannot  be  expected,  in  a  paper  like  this,  that  everything  pertaining 
to  the  subject  can  be  treated  of,  nor  is  this  the  object  in  view  ;  it  is  only 
intended  to  glance  at  the  general  features  of  the  disease,  at  the  same 
time  applying  the  treatment  which  has  been  found  most  useful  in  a  great 
variety  of  cases,  which  is  based  upon  correct  pathological  understanding, 
being  in  harmony  with  the  opinions  of  the  most  distinguished  writers 
of  the  day. 

I  have  adopted  those  opinions  respecting  the  nature  of  the  disease  that 
have  appeared  to  me  most  rational  ;  or  rather  those  that  correspond  with 
the  pathology  of  it,  which  are  the  results  of  close  investigation  ;  they  are 
associated  with  the  names  of  Burnes,  Hall,  Roche,  Sanson,  Gendrin 
and  others. 

Symptoms. — There  is  weariness,  lassitude  and  debility.    The  appetite 
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is  depraved  or  there  is  complete  loss  of  it,  and  at  the  same  time  emacia- 
tion takes  place.  There  is  a  pale,  sallow  complexion,  a  blue  tinge  around 
the  eyes  and  lips,  the  patient  becomes  gloomy,  restless  and  peevish  ;  he 
will  seldom  look  his  physician  in  the  face,  but  wears  a  kind  of  retired  and 
pusillanimous  expression  of  the  countenance — an  expression  peculiar  to 
this  class  of  patients.  I  have  seen  them  eat  coal,  chalk,  ashes  and  com- 
mon earth — such  is  their  unnatural  longing  for  indigestible  matter.  Cold 
feet  is  a  pretty  constant  symptom  ;  headache  and  palpitation  of  the  heart 
are  very  frequent  ones.  There  is  so  much  disturbance  about  the  heart 
that  we  are  often  led  to  inquire  if  there  is  not  some  organic  disease  of 
that  organ  ;  some  have  heard  the  bellows  sound  distinctly,  but  when 
their  patient  became  strong  there  was  no  palpitation,  nor  dyspnoea,  and 
the  action  of  the  heart  was  perfectly  healthy,  proving  that  the  disturb- 
ance was  purely  functional.  Dropsical  effusions  take  place  both  in  the 
extremities  and  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Anomalous  symptoms 
occur,  hysteria  in  all  its  forms,  as  well  as  more  serious  affections  ;  for 
there  is  not  an  organ  in  the  body  that  does  not  occasionally  suffer. 
Chlorosis  has  a  marked  tendency  to  terminate  in  phthisis  pulmonalis.  Dys- 
pepsia generally  afflicts  this  class  of  patients.  The  disease  is  not  so  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  female  as  is  generally  imagined  ;  there  are  many 
cases  in  the  other  sex.  Boys  about  the  age  of  puberty,  are  not  unfre- 
quently  its  victims,  as  I  have  observed,  and  "  several  exquisite  cases  " 
are  mentioned  by  authors. 

Nature  of  the  Disease. — Tn  all  cases  of  chlorosis  there  is  more  or  less 
functional  derangement,  but  the  essence  of  the  disease  consists  in  the  im- 
pairment of  the  blood.  Amenorrhcea,  a  disordered  state  of  the  liver,  bowels, 
and  of  the  secretions  generally,  may,  and  often  do,  exist,  but  the  great 
pathological  change  is  found  in  the  elements  of  the  blood,  and  particu- 
larly the  deficiency  of  the  red  globules  and  the  fibrin,  which  are  said  to 
be  almost  altogether  wanting ;  constituting  anemia,  a  condition  of  the 
system  where  the  vital  properties  of  the  blood  are  nearly  absent.  This 
deficient  formation  of  the  vital  fluid  accounts  well  for  the  excess  of  se- 
rum in  serous  membranes,  and  the  cedematous  state  of  the  face  and  legs. 

This  impoverished  state  of  the  blood  is  proved  from  analysis  and  by 
the  fact  that  bloodletting  and  mercury  are  destructive  to  chlorotic 
patients,  while  iron  and  deobstruents  speedily  improve  them.  Chlorosis 
may  therefore  be  said  to  be  a  reversed  condition  from  inflammation  ;  the 
illustration  is  good  in  theory,  and  is  excellent  in  practice.  Elliotson, 
Hall  and  others  remarked  that  hemorrhages  which  arise  from  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  capillary  system  in  chlorotic  patients,  are  remarkable  for 
the  aqueous  character  of  the  discharges.  Blood  of  this  kind  will  scarcely 
tinge  linen,  and  it  soon  yields  all  the  characteristics  of  serum. 

During  inflammation  the  blood  itself  becomes  changed,  but  the  red 
particles  are  not  lost,  they  are  only  separated  from  the  fibrin,  which  latter 
principle  remains  also,  sometimes  wanting  its  natural  color,  but  its  con- 
stituent parts  are  present,  which  is  not  true  in  anaemia.  As  I  have  said 
before,  this  opinion  applies  well  in  practice  ;  bloodletting  and  the  anti- 


Chlorosis. 


55 


phlogistic  regimen  will  cure  inflammation,  it  being  equally  well  estab- 
lished that  iron  and  stimulants  will  overcome  the  opposite  affection. 

This  degeneration  and  alteration  of  the  blood,  then,  constitute  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  the  train  of  symptoms  that  follows  is  the  result 
of  this  depravity  and  change  ;  the  symptoms  vary  according  to  the  habit, 
constitution  and  circumstances  of  the  patient. 

Causes. — The  causes  of  the  disorder  are  various.  It  may  arise  from 
a  bad  condition  of  the  secretions,  inducing  such  a  state  of  the  blood  as 
we  have  spoken  of.  Thus,  a  disordered  liver  will  cause  other  derange- 
ments, which  often  bring  on  chlorosis  ;  or  the  disease  is  idiopathic,  and 
functional  disturbance  is  the  consequence.  The  same  is  true  of  deranged 
uterine  function ;  it  may  induce  the  complaint,  or  it  may  come  on  after 
chlorosis  is  already  established.  So  with  the  stomach  and  bowels,  when 
they  are  embarrassed.  In  some  diseases  of  the  heart  and  spleen  the 
patient  becomes  bloodless.  Anything  that  debilitates  him  may  cause  the 
complaint.  Masturbation  is  more  frequently  the  inducing  agent,  than 
suppression  of  the  menstrual  discharge.  This  vice  often  accounts  for 
pallid  lips,  cadaverous  countenances  and  trembling  limbs  ;  it  steals  the 
beauty  and  strength  of  youth.  The  habit  is  not  restricted  to  any  grade 
of  society  ;  it  makes  its  fearful  ravages  amidst  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men  ;  and  to  it  we  may  in  many  instances  trace  all  the  melancholy 
effects  of  the  disease  under  consideration.  In  treating  the  disorder  in 
such  cases,  this  habit  must  be  corrected,  or  a  cure  may  at  once  be  despair- 
ed of.  Great  loss  of  blood,  or  an  imperforate  state  of  the  os  uteri  or  of 
the  hymen,  would,  and  does,  occasionally  induce  the  complaint.  I  have 
seen  patients  after  a  severe  fever  suffer  from  all  the  signs  of  anaemia,  the 
fever  having  induced  the  same  pathological  changes  that  occur  in  chloro- 
sis, whether  the  latter  has  arisen  as  an  idiopathic  or  symptomatic  affection. 
Shakspeare  had  allusion  to  this  exsanguinous  condition,  when  he  makes 
Cassius  say  of  Caesar  : — 

"  He  had  a  fever  when  he  was  in  Spain. 

#  *  *  +  +  # 

His  coward  lips  did  from  their  color  fly  ; 

And  that  same  eye,  whose  bend  doth  awe  the  world, 

Did  lose  his  lustre  :  I  did  hear  him  groan  : 

Ay,  and  that  tongue  of  his.  that  bade  the  Romans 

Mark  him,  and  write  his  speeches  in  their  books, 

Alas  !  it  cried  give  me  some  drink,  Tilinius, 

As  a  sick  girl." 

Cassius  shows  how  weak  and  puny  the  great  Caesar  had  been  in  former 
times,  and  contrasts  that  with  his  present  strength  and  popularity  ;  and  the 
poet,  to  give  deep  coloring  to  the  subject,  and  widen  the  dissimilarity, 
makes  him  a  monarch,  and  then  a  bloodless  invalid,  like  "  a  sick  girl." 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  chlorosis  is  of  two  kinds — viz.,  first, 
that  which  is  proper  when  it  occurs  as  an  idiopathic  disorder ;  and 
secondly,  that  which  is  suitable  when  it  is  symptomatic. 

In  the  first  instance  a  free  exhibition  of  iron  and  cantharides  will  be 
almost  certain  to  afford  relief.  The  iron  will  make  up  for  the  deficiency 
of  the  red  particles  of  the  blood,  and  will  in  a  measure  repair  the  de- 
pravity of  the  vital  fluid — the  cantharides  will  increase  the  fibrin,  for  this 
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drug  contains  a  principle  analogous  to  fibrin,  according  to  Robiquet,  and 
its  stimulant  and  irritant  properties  will  arouse  the  whole  system  into 
energy  and  vigor.  These  means,  with  attention  to  regimen,  gentle  exer- 
cise, the  use  of  the  shower  bath,  and  shampooing,  will  commonly  perform 
a  cure. 

I  prefer  giving  cantharides  in  the  form  of  the  tincture.  I  give  from 
ten  to  eighty  drops  three  times  daily,  immediately  before  eating,  in  a  little 
sugar  and  water,  commencing  with  the  minimum  dose,  and  gradually  in- 
creasing it  till  it  excites  some  irritation  in  the  urinary  passages,  then  re- 
turn to  the  small  quantity,  and  proceed  as  before,  diminishing  and  in- 
creasing the  medicine  until  its  action  is  no  longer  necessary. 

I  like  the  precipitated  carbonate  of  iron,  and  the  tincture  of  chloride 
of  iron.  J  have  employed  the  sulphate  of  the  same  metal  in  chlorosis 
with  much  benefit,  but  I  think  the  two  first  mentioned  preparations  the 
best.  They  are  all  good,  and  can  be  selected  or  changed  to  suit  different 
cases.  R.  Tinct.  ferri.  chlorid.,  tinct.  cantharidis,  aa  §  j.  M.  Dose, 
Irom  twenty  drops  to  two  teaspoonfuls,  three  times  a-day,  in  sugar  and 
water — to  be  taken  just  before  eating.  R.  Ferri  subcarb.,  §  ss.  ;  pulv. 
cantharidis,  grs.  xviij.  M.  Divide  into  twelve  powders,  one  to  be  taken 
in  syrup  or  molasses  three  times  a  day.  The  sulphate  of  iron  may  be 
employed  in  simple  solution  (in  water),  or  in  pill,  rubbed  up  with  the 
extract  of  gentian,  but  the  mistura  ferri  composita  is  its  most  eligible 
form. 

When  chlorosis  is  sympathetic  of  other  diseases,  the  treatment  de- 
manded will  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  If  the  chylo- 
poietic  viscera  are  deranged,  measures  should  be  taken  to  remove  the 
diseased  action.  Diseases  of  the  lungs,  heart  and  spleen  should  have 
their  appropriate  management  ;  the  same  of  uterine  affections,  and  so  on. 
When  harmony  of  function  is  restored,  then  iron  and  cantharides  should 
be  resorted  to  in  doses  suited  to  the  individual.  An  imperforate  os  uteri, 
or  hymen,  should  have  their  surgical  treatment,  and  all  pernicious  habits 
into  which  the  patient  has  fallen  must  be  corrected.  Everything  relating 
to  the  general  health  should  have  early  and  prompt  attention.  A  nou- 
rishing diet,  old  wine,  porter  and  moderate  exercise,  are  important  reme- 
dies. The  patient's  mind  should  be  kept  cheerful.  Often  the  greatest 
good  results  from  a  change  of  climate  ;  sometimes  a  change  of  situation 
from  one  town  to  another,  even  a  change  of  residence  in  the  same  village 
or  city,  has  been  productive  of  benefit.  Claudian. 

July,  1847. 


EPIDEMIC  AMONG  HORSES. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  this  section  (the  western  part  of  Ontario  and  eastern  part  of  Livings- 
ton counties,  N.  Y.,)  there  is  at  present  prevailing  an  epidemic  among 
horses  ;  an  account  of  which  1  have  thought  might  be  of  interest  to  some 
of  the  readers  of  your  valuable  Journal. 
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During  the  past  winter  and  spring  an  epidemic  erysipelas  has  been 
prevailing,  and  still  prevails,  among  the  human  species  ;  and  some  time  in 
March  it  was  first  observed,  by  the  writer  of  this  article,  that  many  of  the 
horses  he  met  on  the  road  were  frequently  snorting  and  oftentimes  coughing; 
and  this,  too,  when  the  condition  of  the  animal  would  not  lead  one  to 
infer  it  was  diseased  with  the  glanders,  colt  distemper,  or  even  a  com- 
mon cold.  The  latter  part  of  April,  my, own  favorite  horse  commenced 
snortino- — a  short,  rough,  spiteful,  irritated  snort — as  if  some  insect,  or 
offensive  particle  of  dust,  was  highly  irritating  the  nares,  and  he  was  en- 
deavoring, partly  in  anger,  to  dislodge  it  from  the  mucous  membrane,  it 
increased,  and  in  a  few  days  I  was  led  to  make  a  careful  examination 
of  his  morbid  mucous  membranes,  and  compare  his  case  with  some  eighty 
or  a  hundred  others. 

Diagnosis. — The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares  bright  red,  like 
scarlet,  with  numerous  minute,  dark-red  points.  The  bloodvessels  highly 
injected.  In  slight  cases,  a  thin  ichorous  matter  covered  the  whole  mem- 
brane, and  in  snorting  was  blown  out,  in  a  shower  of  fine  mist,  perhaps 
full  in  the  face  of  the  examiner.  In  bad  cases,  patches  of  aphthae,  or  ul- 
cerations, could  be  seen,  with  pus  trickling  down  from  the  higher  por- 
tions of  the  nares.  At  the  angles  of  the  jaws,  the  cervical  glands  swollen 
and  enlarged,  and  sometimes  indurated.  The  tongue  pale,  cold  and 
smooth.  Appetite  poor,  or  very  variable.  Pulse  60  to  95,  hard,  wiry, 
and  demanding  venesection.  Ears  cold,  also  heels  and  ankles.  Eves 
heavy  and  sunken.  In  bad  cases,  the  pulse  would  be  full  and  hard,  the 
hair  rough  and  staring,  and  the  mane  and  tail  easily  starting  from  the 
root.  The  glands  of  the  neck  very  much  enlarged.  A  short,  frequent, 
and  uneasy  cough,  with  scanty  expectoration,  or  discharge  from  the  nose. 
In  almost  all  of  these  cases,  death  was  the  finale  ;  oftentimes  very  speedy, 
from  exposure  to  damp  atmosphere  or  a  change  of  temperature.  I  pre- 
sume, within  the  circle  of  a  few  towns,  I  have  heard  of  more  than 
thirty  deaths.  Ten  were  out  of  one  lot  of  western  horses.  There  were 
no  symptoms  of  its  being  contagious — at  least  I  know  of  none. 

Treatment. — "  Horse  doctoring,"  as  usually  practised,  is  so  much  like 
quackery,  if  not  essential  quackery,  that  one  is  hardly  free  to  speak  of  it. 
I  shall  only  refer  to  a  few  cases,  under  my  own  care.  In  one  very  bad 
case,  where  I  judged  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs  was  affect- 
ed, I  bled  very  freely,  and  the  blood  drawn  was  in  a  highly  inflammatory 
condition,  as  indicated  by  the  buff  coat.  Gave  saline  cathartics,  with 
antimony.  The  latter  was  continued  for  a  number  of  days  in  small  doses. 
This  treatment  was  successful.  In  another,  where  there  was  a  conges- 
tion  of  the  liver,  calomel  with  antimony  was  exhibited,  and  the  latter 
continued  until  the  highly  injected  state  of  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  nares 
had  subsided.  In  very  mild  cases,  a  warm  stable,  short  diet,  and  nitre 
and  antimony  in  the  water  drank,  were  sufficient.  In  cases  of  swollen 
glands,  a  liniment  of  sweet  oil,  six  ounces  ;  oil  vitriol,  two  ounces  ;  spirits 
turpentine,  eight  ounces ;  was  used  for  discussing  the  tumors.  The 
heroic  remedy,  as  in  all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  horse,  was  bleeding. 
Not  one  horse  has  died  where  this  was  used  promptly  and  decidedly. 
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It  is  a  point  of  interest  to  the  philosophical  pathologist,  how  far  the 
epidemics  of  the  ;i  lords  of  creation  "  extend  to  the  inferior  orders  of 
animals.  In  the  epidemic  just  described,  no  one  who  has  seen  the  epi- 
demic prevailing  among  the  human  species,  will  at  all  doubt  that  there 
is  an  '*  identity  of  unity  "  in  the  two.  I  have  in  remembrance  an  epi- 
demic bilious  pneumonia,  which  prevailed  in  my  ride  in  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1813,  which  extended  to  horses,  and  destroyed  twelve  in  my 
own  neighborhood.  My  beautiful  horse  died  of  gangrene.  In  the  epidemic 
fevers  of  1338,  of  the  western  country,  hogs  and  dogs,  as  well  as  horned 
cattle  and  horses,  were  affected,  not  only  with  the  fevers,  but  the  sequela? 
of  them,  in  diseased  livers,  enlarged  spleens,  dropsies,  marasmus  and 
broken-down  constitutions.  Eques. 

E.  BloomfieM,  y.  Y.,  July,  1847. 


OPERATIVE  SURGERY. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Operative  surgery  is  a  valuable  art,  and  as  such  it  is  appreciated  by  the 
public  in  general.  Within  the  last  fifty  years,  as  an  art,  it  has  been  very 
much  improved — and  medical  students,  within  the  same  period,  graduate 
with  a  better  knowledge  of  anatomy,  as  a  class,  than  formerly,  in  order 
to  be  qualified  in  this  branch  of  practice.  The  diagnostic  and  therapeu- 
tical dogmas,  of  other  days,  have  had  serious  inroads  made  upon  their 
fields,  by  the  hydropath,  homoeopath,  and  other  single-idea  theorists  and 
their  disciples,  wiih  what  actual  benefit  to  practitioner  or  patient,  it  might 
be  difficult  to  decide.  But  the  standard  truths  and  manipulations  of  sur- 
gery remain,  with  the  addition  of  undoubted  improvements  in  the  art. 

Still  there  are  few  good  operating  surgeons,  and  the  complaint  is  loud 
against  the  surgeons  of  the  army  for  their  inefficiency,  at  a  time  when 
their  services  are  most  needed. 

In  private  practice  operations  are  less  frequent  now  than  formerly  ; 
parti v  from  the  fact  that  a  better  surgery  now  saves,  where  a  less  expe- 
rienced or  less  careful  judgment  formerly  destroyed — and  also  from  the 
absorbing  power  a  large  hospital  exercises,  with  its  active  organs,  collect- 
ing all  "  cases,"  and  shutting  out  from  general  practice  the  frequent  op- 
portunities for  operations. 

It  is  a  well-established  rule,  that  in  cases  of  emergency,  that  surgeon, 
is  better  qualified  to  conduct  a  case  with  judgment,  and  to  a  successful 
termination,  who  is  always  ready  at  any  moment  to  do  the  operation  re- 
quired as  a  last  resource,  '['his  rule  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  strangu- 
lated hernia.  So  is  the  student  informed  in  the  lecture  room,  and  in  his 
visits  to  the  hospital  wards.  And  the  demonstrator  assists  him  in  this  idea, 
as  his  scalpel  reflects  the  "'super-imposed"  tissues  upon  the  cadaver  in 
the  room  devoted  to  practical  anatomy. 

But  instruction  should  not  stop  here.  The  young  surgeon  should  be 
further  aided  in  a  first  case  upon  the  actual  living  disease.  And  how 
is  this  to  be  done?    Surely  in  no  better  way  than  by  allowing  the  hos- 
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pital  to  be  the  school  for  the  surgeon  who  wishes  it,  in  the  practical  part 
of  his  duties,  as  it  was  the  elementary  school  of  the  pupil,  while  prose- 
cuting his  studies  previous  to  the  examination  for  his  degree. 

The  public  may  not  always  judge  of  surgeons  by  their  abilities,  as  the 
public  may  not  always  be  acquainted  with  them.  As  the  matter  now 
stands,  there  is  no  standard  of  reference,  even  for  the  young  surgeon. 
The  surgeons  attached  to  a  public  hospital  should  be  undoubtedly  of  the 
highest  order,  as  the  most  difficult  cases  will  be  likely  to  come  under  their 
care. 

Cases  pass,  many  times,  from  the  direction  of  those  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  and  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  patient,  to  the  operating  table  of  the  hospital,  where  indi- 
vidual responsibility  ceases,  and  combined  wisdom  directs,  "  for  the  pub- 
lic good,"  which  is,  and  should  be,  the  motto  and  rule  of  practice  in  all 
public  institutions.  The  hospital  and  its  directors  might  do  more  than 
at  present. 

It  is  certainly  advisable  that  every  individual  professing  legally  to  deal 
with  human  health  and  life,  should  be  competent  to  the  task.  In  medi- 
cine, the  fact  is  not  so  easily  made  apparent.  In  surgery,  excellence  is 
more  easily  comprehended. 

The  hospital  of  a  great  city  should  be,  and  is  supposed  to  be,  the 
centre  of  medical  science,  and  contributes  much  to  the  education  of 
medical  students — when  they  become  physicians  and  surgeons,  they  are 
not  deprived  of  the  privilege.  We  believe  there  is  no  right  in  the  mat- 
ter, of  visiting  the  operating  theatre  with  the  students,  and,  at  a  distance, 
witnessing  the  operations  upon  their  own  or  upon  other  patients.  But 
they  may  take  no  part  in  any  operation,  even  if  the  patient,  or  victim,  as 
the  case  may  be,  desires  it  ever  so  much. 

There  is  some  danger  that  a  "  young  and  enthusiastic  physician  " 
might  administer  a  new  and  favorite  remedy,  at  some  hazard  to  life,  if 
uncontrolled  by  the  well-trained  judgment  and  cautious  practice  of  a  se- 
nior, whose  age  forbids  his  making  a  mistake  in  diagnosis,  or  a  positive 
blunder  in  the  exhibition  of  an  agent  of  power.  There  is,  however, 
but  little  danger  that  a  "  young  and  enthusiastic  surgeon  "  will  under- 
take an  operation  without  the  requisite  qualifications,  and  more  particularly 
if  he  is  to  operate  under  the  eye  of  those  who  are  among  the  distinguish- 
ed professors  of  the  art. 

The  "  Banner  of  Medical  Reform,"  so  much  talked  of.  has  lain 
in  its  ample  folds  a  long  time.  It  should  float  in  the  breeze,  and  the 
true  "  reformer  "  do  all  in  his  power  to  rally  the  true  sons  of  the  healing 
art.  The  "  medical  pirate  "  would  not  then  be  so  successful  in  his 
cruises,  with  his  boldly-blazoned  charlatan  flag. 

Unfortunately,  in  "reforms,"  the  heads  of  the  "old  rule"  give  but 
little  aid.  Still,  in  the  practice  of  an  art  which  is  to  benefit  the  human 
race,  and  aid  the  cause  of  benevolence,  the  distinguished  leaders  might 
depart  from  the  general  rule. 

All  great  men,  acknowledged  heads  of  their  profession,  dispense  with 
jealousy  and  seek  to  elevate  the  whole  profession,  and  not  a  few  only  of 
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its  members.  A  generous,  open  rivalry  stimulates  all  to  excellence. 
The  tendency  of  the  proposition  to  be  submitted  would  be,  perhaps,  to 
increase  in  cities,  not  the  number  of  nominal  surgeons,  but  of  good 
operators. 

A  hospital,  directly  and  indirectly,  nearly  monopolizes  surgical  prac- 
tice. Many  patients  resoft  to  it,  against  their  wishes,  from  the  idea  that 
relief  is  nowhere  else  to  be  found  ;  and  patients  slide  from  "  private  prac- 
tice n  into  the  hospital,  and  vice  versa,  sometimes  so  curiously,  that  the 
conviction  is  forced  upon  them,  that  the  connection  is  very  near,  and 
almost  one  concern,  No  one  supposes  that  hospital  rules  are  made  with 
the  intention  of  producing  any  result  unfavorable  to  public  or  professional 
good,  or  that  the  directing  members  of  the  different  medical  departments 
should  ever  consider  that  their  positions  entitled  them  to  depreciate  the 
talents  of  their  contemporaries,  for  the  gain,  in  dollars  or  reputation,  to 
the  establishment  in  which  they  are  associated. 

It  will  be  admitted  by  many,  that  an  appointment  as  an  operating 
surgeon  to  a  large  hospital,  is  evidence  of  some  acquirements  and  a  pass- 
port to  the  confidence  of  the  public  ;  with  others,  it  would  not  avail 
so  much. 

W  here  shall  a  patient  go  to  know  the  ability  of  any  individual  into 
whose  hands,  by  casualty  or  otherwise,  he  might  fall  ?  Not  to  the  chief 
surgeon  of  a  hospital,  who,  perhaps,  as  he  should  be,  is  the  most  distin- 
guished surgeon  of  the  place.  He  will  be  unable  to  answer  from  actual 
knowledge,  as  he  may  not  have  witnessed  any  operation  done  by  the  indi- 
vidual in  a  practice  of  twenty  years. 

We  want  good  operating  surgeons.  The  hospital  should  be  open  to 
all  surgeons  of  regular  standing,  young  or  old,  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
such  operations  as  might  be  necessary  in  the  treatment  of  cases  introduced 
by  mem  to  the  hospital,  subject,  of  course,  to  all  the  rules  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  to  the  superintendence  of  the  surgeons  attached  to  it,  and  to 
their  decision  upon  the  propriety  of  the  measures  proposed.  And  for  the 
consideration  of  the  directors  of  the  hospital,  it  is  to  be  wished  that  some 
one  in  authority  will  propose  "  that  all  surgeons  of  regular  standing  may 
have  the  privilege  of  operating  upon  their  patients  in  the  hospital — the 
patient  having  entered  in  compliance  with  the  usual  rules  and  regulations.'' 
And  it  is  also  to  be  wished  that  such  proposition  may  receive  the  sanc- 
tion and  support  of  the  profession  themselves,  who  undoubtedly  do  regret 
that  any  of  the  medical  profession  should  not  be  up  to  the  standard  ex- 
cellence of  the  age.  No  one  will  infer  that  any  exception  should  be 
taken  to  the  operations  at  the  hospital,  or  that  any  one,  qualified  to  judge, 
should  suppose  that  operations  could  be  any  better  performed  than  by 
those  who  are  the  regular  officers  of  the  institution. 

A  medical  gentleman  of  another  city  was  heard  to  say,  the  other  day, 
that,  according  to  report,  Boston  was  badly  oft'  for  good  surgeons — that 
there  were  but  six  in  it,  and  they  were  those  of  the  hospital  of  course, 
and  some  of  those  were  quite  young  men.  That  he  might  have  been 
so  informed,  may  be  true.  But  that  the  facts  are  so,  is  not  true.  And 
for  the  professional  credit  of  Boston,  the  facts  should  be  known. 
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That  the  "  six  "  at  the  Hospital  are  all  good,  among  the  best,  may  be 
admitted,  without  detriment  to  the  others,  and  the  youth  of  any  of  them 
should  not  detract  from  their  acknowledged  merit.  Their  positions  are 
mostly  u  posts  "  of  honor,  as  far  as  the  institution  is  concerned  ;  and  as 
there  is  no  "  profits  or  loss  "  to  be  considered,  the  proposition  to  admit 
the  "  outside  barbarians  "  cannot  do  injury  to  any  one,  if  adopted. 

There  are  many  surgeons  not  attached  to  the  Hospital  capable  of 
performing  any  professional  services  that  may  be  required  in  the  city, 
and  constantly  engaged  in  practice,  notwithstanding  the  bulletins  of  head 
quarters  give  them  little  opportunity  to  become  known.  More  than 
"  six  "  might  be  named,  who  perforin  "  first-class  operations,"  unosten- 
tatiously, with  or  without  ether,  though  a  few  stolid  lights  of  the  profession 
repeat  in  unison  that  it  is  "  impossible  to  do  them  out  of  the  Hospital." 

Perhaps,  Mr.  Editor,  you,  or  some  of  your  contributors,  will  suggest 
a  method  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  those  who  can  aid  in  the 
cause.  And  the  officers  of  the  Hospital,  with  their  well-known  desires 
for  the  u  public  good  "  and  "  professional  elevation,"  will,  beyond  a  doubt, 
meet  the  suggestion  in  the  true  spirit,  and  by  their  means  the  "  profes- 
sion "  and  the  public  may  soon  find  out  the  oblivious  truth,  that  there 
are  more  than  "  six  "  operating  surgeons  in  practice  in  Boston  and  its 

August  1th,  1847.  Vicinity. 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  JOSEPH  HUSE. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.] 

It  is  a  consoling  reflection  to  a  good  man,  in  his  last  hours,  that  his 
efforts  have  been  directed,  in  an  unabating  course,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  greatest  good  to  his  fellow  mortals.  The  benevolent  physi- 
cian who  has  labored  for  half  a  century,  endeavoring  to  mitigate  the 
miseries  of  his  species,  by  administering  relief  to  both  rich  and  poor, 
through  the  rip-ors  of  northern  winters  and  the  scorching  heat  of  sultry 
summers,  suffering  sleepless  nights,  irregularities  in  diet,  and  other  pri- 
vations, with  the  addition  of  heavy  responsibilities  to  his  suffering  patients, 
resting  on  his  mind  to  render  his  excited  feelings  still  more  severe,  cer- 
tainly has  some  claim  on  the  community,  where  his  life  and  labors 
have  been  spent,  for  their  gratitude,  and  to  be  held  in  remembrance  by 
them  as  a  philanthropist.  The  greatest  source  of  regret  to  the  good 
physician  arises  from  the  imperfection  of  his  art,  in  his  inability  often  to 
administer  desired  relief  to  his  suffering  patients  ;  but  still,  if  his  efforts 
are  well  directed,  and  his  want  of  success  is  the  consequence  of  uncon- 
trollable disease,  he  ought  not  to  receive  less  esteem  than  when  he  has 
the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  being  instrumental  in  accomplishing  the  desired 
object. 

Dr.  Joseph  Huse  was  born  in  Methuen  (that  part  which  is  now  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  Lawrence),  February  21,  1774.  His  pa- 
rentage was  highly  respectable,  his  father  and  grandfather  having  been 
educated  physicians.    He  was  pupil  to  the  late  Dr.  George  Osgood, 
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of  North  Andover,  Mass.  After  pursuing  his  medical  studies  during  the 
time  prescribed  in  those  days,  in  the  spring  of  1796  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Camden,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  then  Dis- 
trict of  Maine.  He  was  an  ancient  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  continued  a  member  till  Maine  was  incorporated  into 
the  Union. 

I  thought  it  due  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Huse  to  insert  a  short  memoir 
of  his  life  and  professional  labors  in  your  Journal,  thinking  that  it  might 
be  interesting  to  young  physicians  to  know  how  it  fared  with  some  of  the 
older  practitioners  at  the  commencement  of  their  professional  career.  In 
order  to  render  this  memoir  more  complete,  1  will  here  insert  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Huse,  of  Warren,  brother  to  the  deceased, 
who  lives  in  the  adjoining  town,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  his  repu- 
tation and  success  as  a  practitioner. 

"  There  was  one  physician  in  the  town  of  Camden,  but  he  soon  retired 
and  left  Dr.  Huse  a  large  field,  wholly  unoccupied  by  any  but  himself. 
He  was  therefore  immediately  called  into  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Being  accessible  and  successful,  he  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
community,  and  an  extensive  business  in  physic  and  surgery.  His  labor 
was  very  arduous,  as  the  roads  in  several  directions  were  almost  impassa- 
ble, and  the  people  unable  to  improve  them.  He  sometimes  visited  pa- 
tients at  the  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  often  submitted  to 
many  inconveniences  and  deprivations,  being  obliged  to  travel  in  cold, 
dark  and  stormy  nights,  over  hills  and  dales,  among  rocks,  stumps 
and  bushes,  through  sloughs  and  inundations,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life.  He  frequently  visited  the  islands  in  Penobscot  Bay,  and  then 
travelled  to  the  houses  of  the  sick  on  foot  upon  them.  Once,  when  re- 
turning in  a  boat  from  an  island  nine  or  ten  miles  distant,  with  only  one 
inexperienced  man,  he  was  enveloped  in  fog,  and  lost ;  and  having  no 
compass  as  a  guide,  the  boat  deviated  from  its  proper  course,  and  passed 
nigh  several  shoals  and  ledges,  to  the  utmost  danger  to  life  ;  but  at  last 
the  boat  landed  in  safety  several  miles  from  the  place  of  destination. 
Many  other  narrow  escapes  has  he  experienced  while  passing  upon  the 
ice,  upon  the  water,  over  precipices,  and  through  dangerous  roads,  which 
escapes  should  be  imputed  to  Providential  interposition.  He  was  what 
might  be  called  a  popular  physician,  and  many,  very  many,  sincerely 
deplore  his  death.    He  was  their  '  beloved  physician.'  " 

Dr.  Huse  was  a  benevolent  and  hospitable  man.  Having  no  children 
of  his  own,  he  exercised  his  benevolence  in  educating  the  children  of 
others  for  usefulness,  and  to  become  valuable  members  of  society,  and 
who  will  have  reason  to  remember  him  with  gratitude  ;  and  his  distant 
friends  will  not  suddenly  forget  his  hospitality.  Dr.  Huse's  knowledge 
was  acquired  more  by  experience  and  observation  among  the  sick,  than 
by  extensively  reading  the  theories  and  opinions  of  others,  considering 
those  theories  valueless  which  were  not  productive  of  practical  utility.  His 
success  as  a  practitioner  resulted  more  from  his  discriminating  eye  and 
rapid  discernment  of  his  patient's  malady,  than  from  a  prolonged  course 
of  theorizing  investigation.  He  was  one  of  the  senior  consulting  physicians 
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in  the  county  of  Waldo,  and  had  been  for  a  long  time  before  his  decease. 
About  six  months  previous  to  his  death,  on  returning  from  a  visit  to  a 
patient,  he  was  precipitated  from  his  carriage,  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles  from  his  residence,  and  received  an  injury  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered. He  lingered  along  till  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  and  died  in 
the  74th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  52d  of  his  practice. 

Wilmington,  August  7,  1847.  Silas  Brown. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   AUGUST    1  8,  1847. 


American  Phrenological  Journal. — An  occasional  reference  to  this 
Journal  is  made,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  to  it  the  attention  of  those 
who  are  curious  in  the  study  of  anthropology.  Mr.  0.  S.  Fowler,  the 
editor,  makes  no  apologies  to  the  world  for  advancing  his  opinions,  but 
fearlessly  deduces  what  he  believes  to  be  the  laws  of  nature  in  regard  to 
the  mental,  moral  and  physical  indications  of  man,  as  he  finds  them  regis- 
tered on  the  cranium.  His  arguments  are  always  ingenious,  and  more 
frequently  than  otherwise  convincing.  On  whatever  branch  of  knowledge 
he  happens  to  engage  for  the  time,  a  characteristic  energy  is  always 
recognized,  and  a  perseverance  exhibited  that  never  tires.  On  most  physio- 
logical topics,  this  phrenological  messenger  agrees  with  the  latest  and  best 
authorities,  although  there  are  frequent  episodes  to  vary  the  construction  of 
a  scientific  argument.  Nothing  comes  in  with  a  better  grace,  by  way  of 
relief,  while  managing  a  difficult  subject,  upon  the  nature  of  which  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion,  than  the  frequent  introduction  of  pertinent  illus- 
trations. Mr.  Fowler's  experience  in  the  imperfectly  explored  domain  of 
phrenology,  furnishes  him  with  an  exhaustless  store  of  anecdotes,  remarks 
and  important  facts,  which  give  a  charm  to  many  a  page  that  might  other- 
wise have  gone  down  unread  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets.  Having  listened 
to  Spurzheim  and  Combe,  besides  a  host  of  native  expositors  of  the  functions 
of  the  brain,  it  is  due  Mr.  Fowler's  reputation  to  say  that  we  consider  him 
as  happy  on  this  subject  as  any  one  in  the  category  of  lecturers. 

While  referring  to  the  periodical  literature  of  phrenology,  it  is  appropriate 
to  observe,  in  connection  with  the  topic,  our  regret  that  the  enthusiasm  once 
exhibited  in  regard  to  popular  lectures  on  the  science,  has  so  completely 
subsided.  While  the  fever  was  raging,  cabinets  were  collected,  libraries 
were  commenced,  all  the  accessible  o-olgothas  on  the  globe  were  ransacked 
for  extraordinary  skulls,  and,  in  short,  knowledge  was  vastly  increased. 

Physiology  is  certainly  under  obligations  to  phrenological  inquirers;  and 
even  philologists  ought  to  thank  them  for  new  words,  expressive  of  ideas 
which  their  nomenclature  alone  provides  for  conversational  purposes.  On 
the  whole,  a  reaction  in  favor  of  the  claims  of  phrenology  to  the  considera- 
tion of  scholars,  and  of  all  who  belong  to  the  household  of  universal  knowl- 
edge seekers,  is  to  be  desired,  because  it  is  one  of  the  recognized  means,  in 
the  use  of  which  nature  has  already  revealed  many  of  her  extraordinary 
secrets,  and  she  doubtless  still  has  many  more  to  be  laid  open  through  the 
exercise  of  the  same  agency. 


64 


Medical  Intelligence, 


Teeth — their  Structure,  Diseases  and  Treatment.— Perhaps  the  influx  of 
dental  treatises,  just  at  this  juncture,  may  be  accidental;  yet  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  a  bibliomaniacal  epidemic  particularly  active  among-  dentists 
north  of  Mason  &  Dixon's  line.  Mr.  John  Burdell,  of  New  York,  has 
prepared  a  pocket  affair  that  sells  for  a  York  shilling,  which  contains  a  col- 
lection of  miscellaneous  information  on  the  teeth  and  some  other  parts  of 
the  living  system.  The  plates,  of  which  there  are  not  far  from  forty,  are 
in  general  well  executed,  and  are  actually  worth,  to  a  student  of  anatomy, 
or  any  one  else  studying  matters  and  things  in  general,  more  than  the  price 
asked  for  the  pamphlet.  Mr.  Burdell  resorts  to  comparative  anatomy,  very 
happily,  to  our  apprehension,  to  prove  that  some  of  his  assertions  are  true. 
He  thinks,  however,  that  teeth  were  not  made  to  brush— an  idea,  doubtless, 
that  originated  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paley,  who  says  that  teeth  were  not  made 
to  ache  ;  but  they  both  ache  and  require  brushing  in  these  degenerate  times, 
when  acorns  and  raw  meat  have  been  abandoned  for  roast  beef  and  plum 
pudding.  Yet  Mr.  Burdell  ought  to  thank  his  stars  for  living  at  this  period 
of  the  world's  age :  had  he  been  on  hand  in  those  primeval  days  when  skins 
were  in  fashion  and  broadcloth  unknown,  he  might  have  been  a  hunter  of 
wild  animals,  instead  of  a  Broadway  dentist  in  profitable  practice.  Nos.  41 
and  42,  of  the  engravings,  are  certainly  out  of  place  in  a  practical  dental 
guide.  What  on  earth  has  a  drawing  of  the  "  first  female,  as  she  came 
from  the  hand  of  God,  as  a  specimen,  and  given  to  man  for  a  mate,"  to  do 
with  the  teeth  ?  Besides,  we  give  the  artist  no  credit  for  accuracy  in  the 
drawing,  because  it  is  not  probable  that  the  first  woman  resembled  a  sack 
of  meal,  corded  in  the  middle.  Mr.  Burdell  succeeds  better  with  subjects 
professionally  familiar  to  him,  than  with  the  forms  of  ladies  of  an  antedilu- 
vian  epoch. 


Ranking's  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences.-^-A  fifth  number  of  this 
half-yearly  abstract,  embracing  the  period  from  January  to  July  of  the 
present  year,  has  promptly  appeared  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  and  appears  to  equal,  in  the  character  of  its 
papers,  any  that  have  preceded  it.  An  opinion  is  abroad,  that  an  abstract, 
constructed  as  this  work  is,  by  selecting  articles  here  and  there,  and,  in  fact, 
from  all  sources  which  happen  to  please  the  compiler,  involves  no  higher 
order  of  talent  than  is  displayed  by  the  nursery  maid  who  makes  volumes 
with  her  scissors  out  of  old  newspapers.  The  one,  it  is  said,  is  as  much  a 
book  of  scraps  as  the  other.  There  is  no  parallelism,  however,  in  the  cases. 
The  one  contemplates  a  collection  of  sentiments  illustrative  of  human  life, 
for  example,  and  depending  on  individual  taste  ;  while  the  other  embraces 
great  scientific  principles  and  facts,  which  have  in  view  the  relief  of  those 
who  are  prostrated  by  disease  and  the  breaks  and  maims  to  which  men  are 
incident.  To  do  this,  implies  the  possession  of  no  ordinary  powers  of  dis- 
crimination ;  and  then  to  classify,  as  well  as  cull  the  best  out  of  a  world  of 
materials,  requires  something  more  than  every  day  qualifications. 

A  report  on  the  progress  of  Forensic  Medicine,  in  this  number,  by  Mr. 
Guy,  is  instructive,  and  should  be  carefully  studied,  because  points  are 
illustrated  by  the  nicest  tests  imaginable.  Perhaps  some  might  place  a 
higher  value  on  the  report  of  the  present  state  of  knowledge  respecting  the 
surgical,  medicinal  and  obstetrical  application  of  the  vapor  of  ether,  We, 
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who  reside  on  the  spot  where  the  great  discovery  was  made,  have  had  so 
much  to  do  with  it,  that  foreign  writers  on  the  subject  cannot  claim  so 
much  of  our  attention  as  they  otherwise  would. 

Chemistry  at  Home. — Having  referred,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  the  ele- 
gant chemical  preparations  of  Mr.  Teulon,  of  this  city,  it  is  gratifying  to 
add  that  he  is  very  successful  in  his  efforts  to  produce  those  delicate  arti- 
cles for  which  the  French  have  been  so  long  in  the  ascendant.  His  syr. 
ferri  iodid.  is  called  beautiful,  by  one  of  the  scientific  druggists  of  Boston. 
A  very  little  home  encouragement  would  soon  enable  our  own  chemists  to 
compete  with  the  old  houses  of  Europe.  It  is  certain  that  Messrs  Farr 
6c  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  already  equal  the  best  manufacturing  chemists  of 
England  or  France.  Their  morphine,  quinine,  and  different  forms  of 
iodine,  mercury,  &c,  cannot  be  excelled  anywhere.  Why  does  not  some 
enterprising  person  commence  the  manufacture  of  iodine  on  a  large  scale 
here  in  Boston  ?  The  demand  for  it  in  calico  printing  and  potogra'phy  is 
immense — at  a  cost  of  from  one  dollar  to  one  and  a  quarter  the  ounce.  It 
is  easily  made  from  sea  weed,  particularly  kelp,  and  there  is  enough  of  it 
always  floating  about  the  island  beaches  in  the  lower  harbor,  to  supply  all 
nations  with  it  in  its  best  and  purest  state. 


First  Commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo. — The  first  commencement  of  the  above  institution  was  held  on  the 
16th  ult.,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo. 

The  exercises  commenced  with  a  fervent  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  followed  by 
music,  by  the  choir  of  the  Church.  Hon.  Mr.  Fillmore,  Chancellor  of  the 
University,  then  delivered  an  address,  giving  an  historical  account  of  the 
educational  enterprises  heretofore  undertaken  here — the  rise  and  progress 
of  this  institution,  and  urging,  in  an  emphatic,  forcible  manner,  its  claims 
upon  the  liberality  of  our  citizens,  in  order  that  its  character  and  perma- 
nency may  be  secured. 

Next  followed  music  by  the  choir,  when  the  Chancellor  conferred  the  de- 
gree of  M.D.  upon  seventeen  gentlemen. 

After  the  diplomas  were  conferred,  Professor  Hamilton  delivered  an  im- 
pressive and  eloquent  charge  to  the  graduates. 

The  exercises^concluded  by  music  by  the  choir,  and  benediction  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Schuyler,  of  St.  John's  Church. 

We  have  thus  chronicled  not  only  the  first  commencement  of  the  Medi- 
cal College,  but  the  first  event  of  the  kind  which  has  ever  transpirerd  in 
our  flourishing  city.  The  occasion  was  one  of  much  enthusiasm,  and  wras 
justly  characterized  by  the  Chancellor,  in  his  address,  as  marking  an  era 
in  the  history  of  Buffalo.  The  general  interest  manifested,  from  the  first, 
in  our  youthful  institution,  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  encouraging 
success  which  has  thus  far  crowned  the  enterprise.  So  far  as  we  know,  no 
Medical  Institution  in  our  country,  with  a  single  exception,  ever  commenced 
with  so  large  a  class  as  attended  the  first  session  of  this  school.  Efforts 
will  be  at  once  made  to  secure,  by  the  time  the  lease  of  the  present  building 
expires,  the  erection  of  a  commodious  edifice  ;  and  we  feel  that  we  are 
justified  in  anticipating  for  the  institution,  the  speedy  and  full  realization 
of  the  most  sanguine  expectations  both  of  the  public  and  profession — Buf* 
falo  Medical  Journal. 
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Medical  Appointment  in  the  University  of  New  York. — Samuel  H. 
Dickson,  M.D.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  gentleman  distinguished  for  his 
high  medical  attainments,  and  particularly  known  as  the  author  of  a  work 
on  the  practice  of  physic,  under  the  title  of  Essays  on  Pathology  and  The- 
rapeutics, has  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice, in  the  University  of  New  York,  in  the  Chair  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Revere. 


Yellow  Fever  in  New  Orleans. — By  the  following  notice,  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  New  Orleans,  under  date  of  August  2d,  it  will  appear 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  of  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  in  that 
city  : — 

"  It  having  been  well  established  by  the  observation  of  the  physicians 
of  the  city,  that  the  yellow  fever  is  now  prevailing  in  nearly  every  part 
of  it,  and  further  appearing  by  the  reports  of  the  medical  men  of  the  public 
and  private  hospitals,  and  of  the  cemeteries,  that  the  cases  of  this  disease 
have  been  numerous  during  the  past  week,  and  forty-seven  thereof  fatal — it 
becomes  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  apprise  the  public,  and  particularly  the 
unacclimated,  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  an  epidemic,  that  the  latter  ma}' 
prepare  to  absent  themselves  in  time,  and  avoid  such  exposure  and  impru- 
dence as  may  increase  their  susceptibility  to  the  disease. 

"  A.  Hester,  Secy.  Warren  Stone,  Chairman." 


Temperature  of  the  Apartment  of  Lying-inWomen. — Females,  accord- 
ing to  my  observation,  suffer  more  from  over-heated  and  improperly  venti- 
lated apartments  than  from  any,  and  perhaps,  all  other  causes  combined. 
At  an  early  period  of  my  professional  life,  I  was  led  to  notice  the  injuri- 
ous effects  of  too  much  heat  and  confined  air  in  the  lying-in  apartment, 
while  resident  surgeon  of  the  New  York  Hospital.  At  that  time,  there 
was  a  ward  appropriated  to  this  class  of  patients,  and  in  cold  weather 
it  was  heated  by  a  metal  stove,  and  it  so  happened,  that  almost  every  pa- 
tient, whose  bed  was  near  it,  was  affected  with  febrile  paroxysms,  inflam- 
mation of  the  mammas,  bronchitis,  or  some  other  difficulty,  which  made 
recovery  slow  and  uncertain,  while  those  who  were  placed  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  ward,  rarely  suffered  from  any  of  these  affections,  and  got  up 
much  sooner  from  their  confinement.  Since  that  time,  I  may  remark,  that 
I  have  hardly  known  an  instance  where  the  bed  of  the  patient  was  near 
the  fire  place,  or  where  the  apartment  was  kept  too  much  heated  and  ill- 
ventilated,  that  the  patient  has  had  a  good  recovery,  and  I  now-regard  it 
almost  a  matter  of  certainty,  that  if  I  cannot  have  the  control  in  these  mat- 
ters, my  patient  will,  as  a  consequence,  suffer  more  or  less  seriously.  My 
experience  has  been  so  uniform  on  this  subject,  that  ventilation  and  a  pro- 
per regulation  of  the  temperature  of  the  lying-in  room  claim  my  earliest 
and  constant  attention.— Dr.  Jas.  C.  Bliss,' in  X  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Anti-inflammahle  Cotton. — A  physician  in  Georgia,  in  recently  attempt- 
ing to  prepare  gun  cotton  from  a  receipt  sent  him  by  a  brother  physician, 
was  unsuccessful,  and  found  to  his  astonishment  that  his  cotton  would 
neither  explode  nor  ignite,  being  anti-inflnmmable.  On  investigating,  to 
find  out  the  cause,  he  found  that  he  had  not  used  the  right  acid,  muriatic 
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acid  we  suppose.  He  repeated  the  process,  and  the  result  was  the  same  ; 
so  that  he  claims  to  have  discovered  a  method  of  rendering  cotton  incom- 
bustible. He  says  that  this  cotton  can  be  prepared  with  little  expense,  as 
he  has  tested  the  matter  sufficient  to  know  that  it  can  be  manufactured  into 
cloth,  the  lint  and  texture  of  the  cotton  being  not  in  the  least  injured,  but 
capable  of  being  made  into  clothing  with  as  much  ease  as  from  the  common 
material. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  eighth  annual  announcement  of  the  Balti- 
more College  of  Dental  Surgeons  is  circulating.  Good  preparations  are 
made  for  the  ensuing  lecture  term. — A  catalogue  and  annual  announce- 
ment of  the  Willoughby  Medical  College,  Ohio,  is  also  abroad.  It  should 
be  recollected  that  the  institution  was  removed,  last  season,  to  Columbus, 
the  capital  of  the  State. — A  popular  address  by  Dr.  Evans,  before  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  East  Tennessee,  together  with  rules  relating  to  medical  eti- 
quette, has  been  published  by  the  Society. — Mr.  L.  N.  Fowler,  the  enterpris- 
ing phrenologist,  has  brought  out  his  phrenological  and  physiological  Alma- 
nac, for  1848,  abounding  in  curious  matter  on  his  favorite  science. — M.  Kor- 
blewicz.  an  exiled  Pole,  is  the  Surgeon  of  the  French  steamer,  Le  Philadel- 
phie,  just  arrived  at  New  York. — Dr.  Edward  R.  Squibb  has  gone  out 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Perry,  for  the  Brazilian  station. — Dr. 
L.  J.  Williams,  Assistant  Surgeon,  has  sailed  in  the  U.  S.  Brig  Washing- 
ton, on  a  surveying  cruise,  in  the  Gulf  Stream. — The  Boston  Traveller 
says,  that  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  was  fined  eight  dollars  and  costs  for  an  assault 
upon  Dr.  Robert  White.  It  seems  that  through  some  mistake  they  were 
both  called  to  visit  a  sick  woman.  Dr.  White  arrived  first,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  ,  high  words  ensued,  which  ended  in  a  physical 
assault  upon  Dr.  White  by  his  enraged  medical  brother. — The  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review  is  to  be  discontinued  after  October,  says  report. — 
In  Great  Britain  there  are  1585  deaf  and  dumb,  and  1000  blind. — Late 
news  from  the  Quebec  quarantine,  reports  the  ship  fever  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease, to  a  frightful  extent. 


To  Correspondents  and  Subscribers. — Dr.  Johnston's  report  of  a  Singular  Case  of 
Monstrosity,  and  Dr.  Wallace's  remarks  on  Inverted  Eyelids,  are  received. — The  Title-page  and 
Index  of  vol.  xxxvi.  will  be  sent  to  subscribers  with  the  "next  No. 


Married, — At  Andover,  Sidney  Drinkwater,  M.D.,  of  Westford,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cummings, 
of  A.— In  New  York  city,  Dr.  E.  II.  Kimback  to  Miss  P.  W.  Travis. 


Died.— At  Taunton,  Mass.,  Dr.  Alfred  Sargent  Baylies,  32.— At  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Gurdon 
Huntington,  74-. — In  Durham.  N.  H.,  1st  inst.,  Dr.  Jedediah  Ingalls,79.  He  was  born  in  Andover, 
Mass.,  17G8,  graduated  at  Cambridge  College  1793,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Kittredge, 
of  Andover,  attended  medical  lectures  under  the  superintendence  of  the  elder  Dr.  Warren,  com- 
menced the  practice  of  physic  in  Durham  in  1796. — At  Augusta,  Me.,  Enoch  S.  Tappan,  M.D., 
65. — At  Newbury,  Mass.,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hale,  Jr.,  38. — At  Lawrenceville,  N.  J.,  Dr.  Joseph  Phil- 
lips, 84,  formerly  a  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army. — At  Manchester,  Eng.,  John  Walker,  Esq.,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manchester  Eye  Hospital,  and  author  of  the  Oculist's  Vade  Mecum,  44. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  14th.  119.— Males,  59 — females,  60. — 
Stillborn,  7.  Of  consumption,  10 — typhus  fever,  32 — dropsv  on  the  brain,  5 — inflammation  of 
the  bowels,  4 — disease  of  the  bowels,  31 — dysentery,  4 — teething.  4 — disease  of  kidneys,  1 — 
lung  lever,  1— scarlet  fever,  1— brain  fever,  2— old  age,  1 — canker.  4— disease  of  heart,  2— can- 
cer, 1 — marasmus,  4 — infantile,  7 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — tumor,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1 — 
measles,  1 . 

Under  5  years,  65— between  5  and  20  years,  14— between  20  and  40  years  ,  28— between  40  and 
60  years.  10— over  60  years,  2. 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 
The  Bpyiston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University 
consists  of  the  following  Fhvsiciaus  : 


John  C.  Warren,  M.O. 
George  C.  Shattvck,  M.D. 
Walter  <  Banning.  .M.D. 


John  Jeffries,  M.D. 
J.  B. S. J  ackson,  M.D. 
Oliver  \Y.  Holmes.  M.D. 


Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 
Solomon  D.  Townsend.  M.D. 
Edward  Reynolds,  M.D. 
At  the  Annua]  Meeting  Of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday.  August  4th.  1847,  a  premium  of  sixtv  dol- 
lars or  a  gold  medal  of  tbal  value  was  awarded  to  Henry  Bryant,  M.D.'.  of  Boston,  for  the  best 
dissertation  on  the  following  question  :— Is  there  any  sale  and  certain  operations  for  accomplishing 
the  cure  of  common  reducible  inguinal  hernia  ?*' 
The  Questions  for  1848  are — 

1st.  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  that  affection  of  the  eves  commonlv  called 
Morbid  Sensibility  of  the  Retina  ? 

2d.    The  value  of  the  Microscope  in  elucidating  pathological  chanses  in  the  human  bodv. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to'john  C.  Warren,  M.'D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1848. 

The  following  Questions  are  proposed  for  J849  : 

1st.  The  history  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  throat  affecting  the  voice,  especially  those  to 
which  public  speakers  are  liable. 

2d.  What  is  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  disease  called  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  and  what  is  the 
best  method  of  treating  it  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April.  1849. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  questions  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium  of 
sixty  dollars  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The  same  device  or  sen- 
tence is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
with  the  sealed  packet  unopened,  if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  1S26,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following  votes 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
Dissertations  to  which  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  Dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  OLIVER  W.HOLMES,  Secretary. 

Boston,  August  11,  1847.  AuglS— 4t 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA — MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. — Session  of  1847-8- 
The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  18th  of  October,  and  be  continued  under  the 
following  arrangement,  to  the  end  of  March  ensuing. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,       ....      -       by  Nathaniel  Chapman,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  -      -      -      -  - 

Surgery,        -   William  Gibson,  M.D. 

Anatomy.  William  E.  Horner,  M.D. 

Institutes  of  Medicine,        ........    Samuel  Jackson,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,       ......        George  B.  Wood,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,       -      -     High  L.  Hodge,  M.D. 
Clinical  Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  by  G.  B.  Wood,  M.D.,  on  Medicine  ;  and  by 
Jacob  Randolph,  M.D.,  on  Surgery. 

Demonstrative  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  twice  a  week,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Medi- 
cal Faculty,  assisted  by  W.  W.  Gerh\rd.  M.D.,  and  H.  H.  Smith,  M.D. 

The  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  open  from  October  1st  to  the  end  of  March  ensuing.— 
John  Neill,  M.D..  Demonstrator. 

Preliminary  Lectures  by  the  several  members  of  the  Faculty,  will  be  delivered  daily  from  the  4th 
to  the  16th  of  October,  inclusive. 

Fee*  —Amount  of  Fees  lor  Lectures  in  the  University.  $105.    Matriculating  Fee  (paid  once  only), 
$5.    Hospital  Fee.  1 10.    Practical  Anatomy,  §10.    Graduating  Fee,  $30. 
The  Commencement  will  take  place  at  the  usual  period,  early  in  April. 
The  vacancv  in  the  Chair  of  Chemistrv  will  be  tilled  in  lime  for  the  olenitis  of  the  Session. 

W.  E.  HORN  ER,  M.D..  Dean  of  the  Medical  Facntty. 

3S6  Chemul  St.,  above  Thirteenth,  opposite  the  U.S.  Mint. 
Philadelphia.  Au?.  2.  1847.  A  in?.  1  L—eptOct. 16 


GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
ue\t,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Avstin  Flint,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  Webster.  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Medical  jurisprudence,  by  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  James  Hadlly.  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

General  Fatholosv  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
The  fees  for  the  Course,  $fi2.    Matriculation  fee,  $3.    Boarding,  including  the  expenses  of  room, 
fuel  and  light,  from  $1.50  to  $2.25  per  week. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Cliniqoe  is  held  daily  through  the  course,  at  which  a  srent  variety  of  cases 
and  operations  are  presented.  The  cahinet  of  Materia  Medica  is  complete :  and  the  Pathological  de- 
partment has  been  enriched  by  recent  purchases  at  home  and  abroad.  The  most  ample  material  for 
dissection  will  be  supplied  at  all  times  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

Htm  York,  July  12,  1547.  July21-ept021  CHARLES  A.  LEE,  Dean. 
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CASE  OF  ATTEMPTED  POISONING— RESUSCITATION  BY  GALVANISM. 
Reported  by  Thomas  Peregrin  James.  Assistant  Apothecary. 

A  female,  aged  29,  was  brought  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  a  few- 
minutes  after  12  at  noon,  May  24th,  reported  to  have  swallowed,  about 
an  hour  before,  three  twopenny  worths  of  laudanum  (one  ounce).  She 
was  immediately  taken  to  a  surgeon,  who  applied  the  stomach  pump  ; 
but  as  no  person  accompanied  her  from  whom  satisfactory  information 
could  be  obtained,  Mr.  Corfe  deemed  it  advisable  again  to  have  recourse 
to  it,  as  the  usual  symptoms  of  loss  of  consciousness,  contracted  pupil, 
and  placid,  though  ghastly,  countenance,  were  unusually  manifest.  Seve- 
ral pints  of  water  were  injected ;  but  during  this  operation,  as  is  usually 
the  case  in  such  instances  of  extreme  narcotism,  the  large  quantity  of 
tough,  ropy  mucus  which  collected  around  the  pharynx  and  glottis,  ren- 
dered it  doubtful  whether  she  would  not  die  of  asphyxia  before  we  had 
emptied  the  stomach,  and  the  tube  was  of  necessity  withdrawn  before 
the  whole  of  the  contents  were  removed.  The  ejected  fluid  was  only 
slightly  discolored,  and  tainted  with  scarcely  any  perceptible  smell  of  the 
poison.  During  and  after  this  operation,  pinching,  slapping  the  face  and  chest 
sharply  with  the  corner  of  a  damp  towel,  &c,  produced  but  momentary 
and  imperfect  consciousness ;  indeed,  so  transient,  as  scarcely  to  draw 
forth  the  monosyllable  "  don't."  She  was  now  put  on  her  legs,  but  fell 
down  like  a  lifeless  carcass.  The  galvanic  battery  was  then  got  in  order, 
and  whilst  the  wires  were  being  adapted,  she  fell  off  into  a  still  deeper 
state  of  unconsciousness  than  she  was  previously  in.  When  the  sponge- 
directors  were  applied,  for  a  few  minutes  no  sensible  effect  was  produced, 
but  soon  afterwards  the  muscles  of  the  neck  began  to  quiver,  when  sen- 
sibility appeared  gradually  to  return,  and  after  twenty  or  thirty  minutes 
the  stimulus  produced  undoubted  discomfort,  evidenced  by  shrugging 
of  the  shoulders,  and  attempts  to  avoid  contact  with  the  sponges  ;  but 
the  first  marked  influence  of  its  effect  was  the  ejection  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fluid  from  the  stomach.  In  another  hour  she  appeared  quite 
lively,  answered  questions  distinctly,  and  in  a  moderately  loud  tone,  though 
in  a  somewhat  peevish  manner.  The  galvanism  was  occasionally  inter- 
mitted for  a  few  moments,  when  she  relapsed  almost  instantaneously,  and 
"dropped  off"  in  the  midst  of  a  sentence  which  she  had  commenced 
during  the  application  of  the  stimulus.    The  pupils  remained  unaffected 
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till  about  two  hours  had  elapsed,  when  they  became  somewhat  more  di- 
lated, and  sensible  to  a  strong  light.  All  the  symptoms  gradually  di- 
minished, but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  re-apply  it  at  longer  intervals 
until  half-past  5,  P.  M.,  when  she  seemed  so  far  recovered  as  to  allow 
of  her  removal  to  the  ward.  From  the  easy  diffusibilitv  and  quick  pro- 
pagation of  the  galvanic  fluid  over  the  whole  system,  irritation,  capable 
of  exciting  action  almost  ad  libitum,  can  be  applied  to  any  part,  or  even 
the  whole,  of  the  body  at  one  time,  and  that  of  a  nature  void  of  all  the 
unpleasant  results  which  necessarily  follow  bastinadoing,  cold  alibsion, 
searing,  the  dolichos  pruriens,  and  a  whole  catalogue  of  equally  brutal 
resources,  which,  for  the  safety  of  the  patient,  have  necessarily  been  had 
recourse  to  before  galvanism  was  adopted.  Dipping  the  sponges  of  the 
directors,  on  this  occasion,  in  moistened  salt,  assisted  the  passage  of  the 
current,  and  increased  the  conducting  power  to  a  striking  degree.  In 
ordinary  cases,  where  galvanism  is  used,  the  application,  if  strong,  red- 
dens the  skin,  and  even  produces  some  tumefaction,  which  remains  often  for 
hours  ;  but  in  this  instance,  although  the  power  was  probably  three  or 
four  times  as  strong  as  is  generally  used,  not  the  slightest  discoloration 
was  observable.  It  should  be  noticed  that  as  soon  as  she  was  allowed 
to  fall  off  into  a  deep  sleep,  which  she  was  occasionally  permitted  to  do, 
after  the  extraordinary  influence  of  the  battery  was  fully  proved  in  rous- 
ing her  instantly  from  the  deepest  narcotism  to  a  fretful  impatience,  the 
pulse  gradually  lowered  in  its  power,  became  slower  in  its  action,  and 
irregular  in  its  movements  ;  but  no  sooner  was  this  remarkable  stimulus 
laid  on  again,  than  the  pulse  rallied,  was  regular,  fuller  and  quicker; 
and  the  respirations,  previously  labored,  slow  and  unequal,  became  more 
frequent  and  deeper.  The  countenance,  also,  evinced,  in  a  striking  man- 
ner, the  singular  influence  of  this  agent.  When  she  was  admitted,  the 
cheeks  were  of  a  leaden  hue,  and  the  lips  of  a  taw  ny  color  ;  but  after  the 
expiration  of  one  hour,  with  the  use  of  the  battery,  they  resumed  a  some- 
what natural  tint. — London  Lancet. 


CANCER.  OF  THE  BREAST. 

[The  following  interesting  remarks  on  the  important  subject  of  cancer 
of  the  breast,  are  from  recent  Lectures  by  Ml  Velpeau,  of  Paris. 
They  are  reported  by  D.  IV.  Yandell,  M.D.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  who 
has  been  for  some  time  in  France,  and  whose  voluminous  correspondence 
in  the  Western  Medical  Journal  shows  that  he  has  made  good  use  of  the 
advantages  for  medical  improvement  to  be  found  in  that  country.] 

A  peasant,  about  50  years  old,  has  returned  to  our  service  for  a  can- 
cer of  the  breast.  I  say  returned,  for  she  had  presented  herself  to  us 
when  the  tumor  was  circumscribed,  its  limits  clearly  definable,  its  mo- 
bility evident — in  a  word,  when  it  offered  conditions  favorable  to  the  ope- 
ration. But  the  tumor  was  the  seat  of  no  pain  ;  the  patient  could  not 
comprehend  how  a  tumor  which  gave  her  no  trouble  was  a  fit  subject  for 
the  knife,  and,  refusing  the  only  efficacious  remedy  that  we  could  pro- 
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pose,  returned  to  the  country.  To-day  she  asks  for  what  at  that  time 
she  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  ;  to-day  the  tumor  is  ulce- 
rated, adherent,  and  extends,  perhaps,  to  the  ribs.  This  is  a  trouble  that 
you  will  often  meet  with  in  practice.  You  will  see  the  operation  rejected  at 
the  moment  when  it  is  opportune,  and  solicited  at  a  later  period,  when 
the  progress  of  the  disease  has  rendered  it  almost  impossible,  or  at  best 
of  doubtful  success.  And  this  is  particularly  the  case  when  the  cancer 
causes  no  pain,  especially  as  women  find  physicians  who  give  them 
counsel  more  in  accordance  with  their  taste  in  altogether  discountenancing 
the  operation  or  in  postponing  its  application.  This  order  of  physicians 
may  be  subdivided  into  numerous  genera.  The  first  are  charlatans,  whose 
only  end  is  to  inspire  the  patients  with  a  false  security,  the  consequence 
of  which  it  is  needless  to  allude  to.  There  are  others,  and  these  may, 
perhaps,  be  conscientious,  who  believe  in  the  medical  cure  of  cancer,  at 
least  in  certain  cases  ;  these  essay  internal  medication  before  resorting, 
if  it  is  necessary,  to  the  removal  of  the  tumor.  It  is  not  true  that  medi- 
cine ever  made  the  smallest  cancer  disappear,  and  these  pretended  cures 
arise  from  an  error  in  diagnosis.  In  good  practice,  he  alone  attacks 
cancer  by  internal  remedies  who  is  assured  that  the  nature  of  the  disease 
is  not  malignant.  And  should  he  have  to  deal  with  confirmed  cancer,  he 
is  in  a  dangerous  path  ;  he  loses  precious  time  in  dissipating  or  diminish- 
ing the  engorgement  of  the  tissues  which  surround  the  tumor,  while  he 
exercises  not  the  slightest  influence  on  the  final  result.  This  method,  then, 
possesses  not  a  single  advantage,  while  it  has  many  attendant  evils. 

In  the  first  place,  that  cancer  is  often  primitively  a  local  affection  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  although  this  is  a  point  which,  as  you  know, 
has  been  warmly  contested.  In  temporizing,  then,  or  leaving  the  dis- 
ease to  become  general,  the  cancerous  cellule,  if  it  really  exist,  is  trans- 
ported first  into  the  circulation,  afterwards  into  the  other  organs,  and  infec- 
tion is  the  result.  Granting,  even,  that  the  cancerous  principle  pre- 
existed in  the  economy,  and  that  the  tumor  is  but  a  manifestation  of  it, 
in  removing  this  tumor,  if  you  do  not  destroy  the  principle,  you  at  least 
de-troy  one  of  its  effects,  without  increasing  in  any  degree  the  activity 
of  the  cancerous  diathesis. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  wound  the  operation  offers  no  danger  if  it  be 
made  in  time,  a  little  while  after  the  appearance  of  the  morbid  product 
— when,  for  example,  its  volume  does  not  exceed  that  of  a  filbert.  In 
this  case  you  relieve  the  patient  by  a  small  incision  scarcely  followed  by 
re-action.  I  should  advise  you,  and  this  is  my  practice,  to  operate  as 
soon  as  the  cancerous  character  is  evident.  To  wait  till  the  tumor  ulce- 
rates and  extends,  or  even  until  the  ganglia  become  affected,  is  to  com- 
promise the  life  of  the  patient  as  well  as  the  character  of  surgery.  When 
the  ganglia  are  only  engorged,  the  result  is  already  uncertain,  and  if  you 
would  operate  under  such  circumstances  now,  you  will  not  do  it  when 
you  become  old.  Young  practitioners  attribute  this  to  the  coldness  of  age, 
and,  full  of  confidence  in  the  powers  of  the  art  the  duties  of  which  they 
are  just  entering  upon,  they  mistake  for  timidity  what  is  but  the  fruit 
of  experience.    And  after  a  first  and  even  a  second  failure,  they  still  re- 
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peat  their  efforts  ;  but  finally  correcting  themselves,  they  in  their  turn 
become  old,  and  no  more  subject  their  patients  to  useless  torture. 

In  the  case  which  occupies  us,  the  tumor  is  ulcerated,  adherent,  com- 
prehending, perhaps,  the  ribs,  and  the  ganglia  in  the  axilla  are  enlarged. 
This  lymphatic  engorgement,  which  is  nearly  always  cancerous,  would 
deter  me  from  any  operation,  if  the  patient,  seeing  but  too  clearly  the 
fate  that  awaits  her,  had  not  persuaded  me,  by  her  repeated  and  anxious 
entreaties,  to  give  her,  uncertain  as  it  is,  the  sole  chance  that  remains. 
The  condition  of  the  part,  and  especially  its  size  and  depth,  forbid  re- 
moval by  the  bistoury  ;  caustics  are  scarcely  of  easier  application,  but 
they  disturb  the  economy  less,  occasion  no  fever,  and  although  more 
painful,  are  less  alarming  to  the  patient.  To  what  caustic  should  we 
give  the  preference — to  the  paste  of  chloride  of  zinc,  or  that  of  Vienna > 
or  that  of  frere  Come  ?  The  latter  possesses  a  particular  danger,  be- 
longing to  the  poisonous  nature  of  arsenic,  which  constitutes  its  base ; 
and  although  these  dangers  have  been  exaggerated,  still  they  are  not  the 
less  real,  as  there  are  instances  to  prove.  And  here  the  size  of  the  ab- 
sorbing surface  augments  it  in  a  fearful  degree.  Besides,  this  paste  pro- 
duces great  pain  and  high  inflammation.  That  of  Vienna  produces  a 
sanguineous  discharge  which  fuses  it,  and  its  action  is  too  superficial. 
That  of  the  chloride  of  zinc  attacks  only  fungous  tissues  or  those  de- 
prived of  their  epidermis ;  you  may  hold  it  a  year  in  your  hand  without 
feeling  it,  but  the  moment  you  remove  the  epidermis  by  a  blister,  it  will 
take  effect  and  burn  you  violently — a  property  as  true  as  it  is  strange. 
It  would  be  necessary  here  to  denude  a  part  of  the  tumor,  and  this  ini- 
tial step  is  very  embarrassing  ;  and  let  me  add  that  this  paste  causes 
cruel  suffering  during  the  whole  time  of  its  application. 

The  blade  caustic,  composed  of  sulphuric  acid  and  saffron,  without  any 
precise  formula,  but  so  as  to  form  a  homogeneous  paste,  appears  to  me 
to  possess  incontestable  superiority  over  all  the  others.  It  destroys  every 
surface  with  which  it  comes  in  contact  ;  it  occasions  no  sanguineous  dis- 
charge, even  when  the  skin  is  ulcerated  and  fungous  ;  it  occasions  very 
little  pain  ;  the  tissues  attacked  become  dry,  and  suppuration  arrives  only 
with  the  eliminatory  inflammation  at  the  end  of  fifteen  days ;  and  during 
this  time,  without  any  dressing,  without  any  care,  the  patient  may  forget 
his  eschar.  Added  to  all  the  rest,  the  retraction  of  the  eschar  limits  the 
extent  of  the  cicatrix.  It  is  true  that  its  application  is  somewhat  difficult; 
it  adheres  more  to  the  spatula  than  to  the  tissues.  As  it  burns  all,  the 
diachylon  cannot  circumscribe  it  ;  it  is  not  well  applied  except  on  a  hori- 
zontal surface,  and  it  is,  moreover,  liable  to  become  fused.  But  these 
defects,  which  I  am  far  from  endeavoring  to  conceal,  by  no  means  coun- 
terbalance its  good  qualities,  and  I  repeat  that  the  black  caustic  is,  in  my 
opinion,  preferable  to  all  the  others.  I  proceed  to  attack  successively  the 
various  points  of  the  tumor  by  partial  applications. 

[In  the  latter  part  of  March  Prof.  Velpeau  delivered  another  lecture 
on  the  subject  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  which  consisted  in  substance 
of  the  following.] 

The  patient  on  whom  we  are  about  to  operate  is  a  woman  40  years 
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of  age,  of  a  dry  and  nervous  temperament.  She  is  affected  with  a  tu- 
mor of  the  right  breast,  which  dates,  according  to  her  account,  only 
about  four  months  back,  and  was  caused  by  a  blow  with  a  key.  I  saw 
the  patient  a  month  after  the  accident  to  which  she  attributes  the  de- 
velopment of  the  tumor,  and  it  was  apparently  about  the  same  volume 
then  as  it  is  now.  The  nature  of  this  morbid  production  does  not  allow 
of  our  believing  in  so  rapid  a  growth.  And  here  I  may  remark  that  this 
is  a  shoal  with  which  you  will  often  meet  in  the  world,  and  which  you 
must  learn  to  avoid.  Persons  will  tell  you  that  a  considerable  tumor 
has  appeared  within  a  few  months,  and  in  some  cases  even  within  a 
few  days,  when  in  reality  it  has  existed  for  years.  A  great  many  tumors 
commence  and  attain  considerable  size  without  having,  by  any  pain,  by 
any  embarrassment,  awakened  the  attention  of  the  patient.  It  is  espe- 
cially in  the  breast,  and  in  those  that  are  voluminous,  that  this  latent 
state  may  be  developed.  The  tumor  there  is  lost  in  the  tissue  which  en- 
velopes it,  and  if  it  does  not  deform  the  organ  it  escapes  the  attention 
of  the  patient  who  does  not  examine  the  part.  And  when  from  a  blow, 
or  violence,  or  any  suffering  whatever,  this  examination  is  made  and  the 
tumor  is  discovered,  by  an  innate  tendency  to  search  for  the  causes  of 
things,  the  woman  sees  in  the  blow  of  a  key,  in  the  pressure  of  the 
whalebone  of  her  corset,  little  mishaps  that  are  so  slight  as  scarcely  to 
be  remembered,  the  cause  of  her  malady.  At  other  times  it  is  by  chance 
that  the  disease  is  perceived.  In  the  present  case  the  breast  was  neither 
voluminous  nor  deformed,  but  the  deception  had  another  source.  Instead 
of  a  circumscribed  tumor  in  the  mamma,  it  is  the  entire  gland  that  is  in- 
vaded. The  breast  has  not  changed  either  in  form  or  size,  but  in  its 
consistence  and  nature  ;  it  has  hardened  and  degenerated,  and  as  this 
transformation  has  been  accomplished  without  pain,  it  remained  for  a  long 
time  unknown.  We  cannot  accept  the  testimony  of  the  patient,  for  it  is 
scarcely  possible  that  a  sanguineous  tumor  could  so  promptly  have  ac- 
quired such  volume  and  hardness  ;  and  it  is  evidently  of  a  scirrhous  or 
encephaloid  character,  the  uniform  manner  in  which  the  entire  gland  is 
affected,  the  inequalities  and  the  consistence  of  the  tumor,  removing  all 
doubt  in  this  respect.  And  what  unfortunately  still  further  confirms  our 
diagnosis  is  the  engorgement  of  the  axillary  ganglia  of  the  corresponding 
side,  and  the  history  of  the  family  of  the  patient,  her  mother  having  died 
from  cancer  of  the  uterus,  and  her  sister  from  cancer  of  the  breast. 

Whether  scirrhus  or  crude  encephaloid,  we  undoubtedly  have  to  do  with 
a  cancer,  which  we  may  safely  say  commenced  not  less  than  eighteen 
months  ago.  This  cancer,  of  hereditary  origin,  and  complicated  with 
engorgement  in  the  ganglia  of  the  axilla,  does  not  afford  sufficient  pros- 
pect of  success  to  propose  an  operation  to  the  patient.  So  far  from  it, 
indeed,  I  have  only  consented  to  attempt  an  operation  after  much  en- 
treaty. But  this  woman  having  seen  her  sister  die  from  a  mammary 
cancer  which  was  not  operated  upon,  she  has  returned  so  many  times 
to  the  charge  that  I  am  at  length  overcome.  I  have  been  overcome  not 
only  by  her  entreaties,  but  by  a  prospect  of  the  danger  which  I  feel 
menaces  her,  left  to  herself — the  inflammation  of  the  cancer,  the  excres- 
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cences  which  are  reproduced,  the  repeated  hemorrhages,  the  incessant 
sufferings,  and,  at  the  end  of  all  that,  a  cruel  death — this  more  than  all 
else  has  made  me  yield.  Besides,  a  relapse  does  not  always  occur,  and 
may  be  very  distant. 

The  disease  comprehending  all  the  breast,  it  is  necessary  to  amputate 
the  whole  of  the  organ.  As  the  tumefaction  of  the  ganglia  may  be  ow- 
ing to  a  simple  inflammation,  we  will  preserve  them  for  the  present,  ex- 
tirpating them  at  a  future  period  if  the  engorgement  of  which  they  are 
the  seat  shows  a  malignant  character.  The  patient  strongly  wishes  to  be 
etherized,  and  as  there  is  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be,  we  will  ad- 
minister the  ether. 

The  patient  at  first  did  not  breathe  the  ether  well,  but  she  soon  com- 
menced inspiring  more  fully,  and  at  the  end  of  five  minutes  became  in- 
sensible. During  the  operation,  which  lasted  a  minute  and  a  half,  there 
was  no  sign  of  pain.  There  did  not,  in  fact,  seem  to  be  any  suffering, 
nor  even  a  dream  of  it — nothing  but  insensibility  attended  by  a  perfect 
calm. 

[Eight  days  after  the  operation,  Prof.  Velpeau  returned  to  the  case 
thus  : — ] 

The  day  after  the  operation,  very  severe  pains,  though  without  fever, 
declared  themselves  about  the  left  breast,  on  the  side  opposite  to  the  one 
which  had  been  removed.  The  woman  was  not  alarmed,  because,  she 
said,  she  was  subject  to  these  nervous  attacks.  The  third  day  this  pain 
had  changed  its  seat  to  the  epigastrium,  and  had  become  violent  and 
distressing.  There  was  nothing  noticeable  on  the  part  of  the  wound  or 
elsewhere,  except  an  insignificant  erysipelas  on  the  shoulder.  I  pre- 
scribed calmants. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  pains  redoubled  themselves,  extending  throughout 
the  abdomen  and  reaching  the  base  of  the  chest ;  smallness  of  the  pulse, 
attended  with  violet  hue  of  the  face,  and  threatened  asphyxia  ;  followed 
on  the  fifth  day  by  death.  This  event,  which  was  as  unexpected  and 
sudden  as  it  was  violent,  seemed  to  have  its  origin  in  what  the  ancients 
called  phrenitis,  that  is  to  say,  inflammation  of  the  serous  surfaces  of  the 
diaphragm  ;  and  we  shall  without  doubt  find,  to-morrow,  a  peritonitis, 
perhaps  a  pleurisy,  and  posssibly,  also,  a  pericarditis. 

[The  day  after  the  autopsy,  the  Professor  expressed  himself  in  these 
terms  : — ] 

The  idea,  the  fear,  that  etherization  plays  some  part  in  the  development 
of  such  accidents,  made  it  our  duty  toexamine  most  scrupulously  the  kings, 
although  there  was  scarcely  any  embarrassment  in  their  functions,  and  then 
only  in  the  last  moments  of  life.  But  the  state  of  the  bronchii  and  of 
the  pulmonary  tissue  offers,  as  you  see,  nothing  abnormal.  There  is  only 
at  the  base  of  the  two  viscera  a  very  ordinary  alteration,  and,  so  to 
speak,  of  hypostatic  engorgement,  an  engorgement  which  is  not  very  de- 
cided and  without  induration.  You  will  remark  the  traces  of  violent  in- 
flammation upon  the  two  diaphragmatic  surfaces — of  pus  and  false 
membranes  in  the  pleura  and  in  the  peritoneum.  The  plastic  layers 
are  very  thick,  particularly  on  the  spleen  and  liver.    This  is  a  result 
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that  I  have  witnessed  more  than  once  before  the  ether  was  heard  of.  It 
is  not  very  rare  to  see  intercurrent  phlegmasias,  especially  pleurisy,  mani- 
fest themselves  after  amputation  of  the  breast ;  and  1  saw  a  fatal  peri- 
tonitis follow  the  same  operation  in  bed  i\o.  31  of  the  same  ward,  seven 
years  ago.    The  patient  died  the  third  day,  of  the  peritonitis. 

Men  are  no  more  exempt  from  these  complications  than  women  ;  and 
what  is  remarkable,  these  accidents,  instead  of  waiting  until  the  day  after 
the  operation,  sometimes  appear  in  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  it  Ls 
performed.  I  shall  always  remember  a  vigorous  young  man  who  came 
to  La  Pitie  to  be  operated  upon  for  a  lachrymal  fistula,  and  was  carried 
off  by  an  acute  peritonitis.  Here  we  have  had  a  delicate,  nervous  and 
susceptible  woman  operated  upon  in  a  badly-heated  room,  having  had  to 
traverse  cold  passages  both  coming  to  and  going  from  the  amphitheatre. 
These  are  the  facts  ;  I  leave  you  to  judge  respecting  matters  of  which 
you  were  eye-witnesses. — The  tumor  was  of  a  fatty  texture  and  ex- 
tremely hard. 


PERITONITIS  FROM  FECAL  MATTER  IN  THE  APPENDIX  VERMIFORM  IS 

(.Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  history  of  the  case  is  briefly  as  follows : — For  a  fortnight  previous 
to  the  attack,  Mr.  L.  M.  S.  had  been  troubled  with  uncomfortable  feel- 
ings in  his  bowels,  slight  pains,  and  frequent  nausea.  These  feelings  he 
attributed  to  some  cucumbers  he  ate  about  the  time  he  began  to  feel  more 
unwell.  For  three  days  previous  to  the  attack,  he  had  ealen  sparingly 
of  light  diet,  except  on  Wednesday,  the  day  before  he  was  taken  sick, 
when  he  took  for  his  dinner  what  is  usually  called  a  ^  boiled  dish,"  eat- 
ing sparingly  of  meat,  but  rather  freely  of  vegetables.  On  the  following 
day,  Thursday,  July  22,  while  engaged  in  his  usual  avocations,  at  which 
he  had  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  seizure,  he  was  attacked  with  se- 
vere pains  in  his  bowels,  and  nausea,  at  noon.  He  was  obliged  to  leave 
his  business  and  return  home.  The  pain  was  in  the  right  hypogastric 
region — not  constant,  but  intermitting,  like  colic  pain.  There  was  no 
tenderness  of  the  bowels  on  pressure,  and  the  pulse  was  nearly  natural. 
He  had  not  had  a  movement  of  the  bowels  for  forty-eight  hours.  He  took 
a  cathartic,  which  was  retained  on  the  stomach  three  hours  and  a  half, 
and  was  then  vomited,  without  having  any  effect  on  the  bowels.  An 
enema  was  then  ordered,  which  moved  the  bowels  freely,  with  much  re- 
lief. In  two  or  three  hours  after  the  enema,  the  spasmodic  pain  returned 
in  the  same  spot  on  the  right  side,  shooting  through  to  the  back.  As 
the  bowels  had  been  very  thoroughly  evacuated  by  senna  and  salts  on 
Tuesday  morning  previous,  and  the  enema  having  operated  so  effectually, 
resort  was  had  to  opiates  and  external  applications  to  the  bowels.  These 
relieved  him  till  Friday  morning.  We  were  obliged  to  resort  to  opiates 
every  few  hours  during  the  day  on  Friday,  to  relieve  pain — the  pain 
continuing  in  the  same  spot.  Through  the  whole  day  there  was  no 
tenderness  of  the  bowels,  except  at  the  seat  of  pain,  in  the  right  iliac 
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region.  Bowels  but  little  swollen  ;  pulse  100,  compressible,  mode- 
rately full. 

Saturday  morning.  Pulse  more  frequent  (120)  and  smaller.  Skin 
moist,  not  clammy — temperature  a  little  diminished  ;  countenance  bad  ; 
bowels  some  swollen  ;  pain  and  tenderness  confined  to  the  right  side,  as 
before.  He  continued  very  much  in  this  state  during  the  day,  requiring 
but  few  remedies  to  keep  him  free  from  pain.  A  consultation  was  had 
with  Dr.  J.  Ware.    He  had  more  injections,  but  with  no  material  benefit. 

Sunday  morning.  His  pains  during  the  night  had  not  been  very  ex- 
cruciating, yet  he  slept  but  little,  except  short  naps.  He  cannot  turn 
upon  his  right  side  without  bringing  on  severe  cutting  pain  in  that  side, 
in  the  spot  to  which  all  his  pain  has  been  referred.  It  has  been  so  with 
him  since  Thursday  afternoon.  He  vomited  frequently,  towards  morning, 
dark  mucus  and  such  drinks  as  he  bad  taken  during  the  night,  colored  by 
particles  of  dark  blood.  Pulse  more  rapid  and  less  distinct.  Skin  more 
moist  and  cool.  About  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  some  re-action  came  on. 
Bowels  less  swollen  than  yesterday — appeared  more  comfortable.  This 
continued  through  the  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon  he  fell  off  again,  com- 
plained of  pain  in  other  parts  of  his  bowels,  and  continued  to  fail,  with 
much  suffering,  till  11  o'clock,  Sunday  night,  when  he  calmly  breathed 
his  last. 

On  Monday  an  autopsy  was  made  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  of  Boston, 
Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor  and  myself.  We  found  extensive  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion ;  effusion  of  lymph  and  serum.  The  most  severe  inflammation  was 
in  the  region  to  which  the  pain  was  chiefly  confined.  The  caecum  and 
ileum  were  highly  inflamed,  but  the  cause  of  the  inflammation  was  not 
discovered  till  the  caecum  was  dissected  from  its  bed  in  the  iliac  fossa. 
We  searched  in  vain  for  the  appendix  vermiformis  till  the  caecum  was 
raised.  We  then  found  the  appendix  closely  adherent  to  the  caecum,  in 
an  ulcerated  and  gangrenous  condition.  It  was  turned  under  the  caecum, 
and  extended  upwards  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  caecum,  making  a  bed 
for  itself  on  the  psoas  muscle.  Within  the  appendix  we  found  two  small 
masses  of  fecal  matter,  in  a  hardened  condition.  One  was  about  half  an 
inch  in  length,  the  size  of  a  large  pipe  stem  ;  the  other  the  size  of  a  large 
pea.  These  had  passed  some  distance  into  the  appendix,  and  the  largest 
of  which  had  gone  in  the  greatest  distance,  and  had  ulcerated  completely 
through  the  coats  of  the  appendix ;  one  extremity  of  it  projecting 
through  the  peritoneal  covering — but  had  not  yet  escaped  entirely  from 
the  appendix.  The  canal  between  the  fecal  matter  and  the  opening 
from  the  caecum  into  the  appendix  was  closed  by  inflammation,  so  that  a 
probe  could  not  be  passed  from  the  caecum  up  to  the  fecal  matter  in  the 
appendix  without  some  force. 

How  long  the  appendix  had  been  in  this  unnatural  condition,  it  is  im- 
possible to  say.  It  was  probably  of  long  standing,  but  not  congenital. 
He  had  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  complained  of  pain  and  lameness 
in  that  region  when  more  than  usually  fatigued.  And  of  the  length  of 
time  the  fecal  matter  had  been  retained,  no  definite  opinion  can  be  given. 

East  Cambridge,  August,  1 847.  A.  H, 
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SINGULAR  CASE  OF  MONSTROSITY. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  13th  of  July  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  ,  aet.  24,  a 

ship-carpenter's  wife,  in  labor  with  her  first  child.  I  found  the  vertex 
presenting,  and  at  first  considered  I  had  only  a  natural  case  to  manage. 
After  nine  hours'  labor,  she  was  given  an  infusion  of  half  a  drachm  of 
sec'ale  cornutum,  which  was  repeated  in  an  hour,  and  in  two  hours  after 
the  last  dose  the  head  was  born  without  manual  assistance.  After  the 
delivery  of  the  head,  I  anticipated  difficulty,  and  called  my  friend  Dr. 
John  Polhemus  in  consultation.  A  double  foot  and  one  arm  presented. 
The  hand  we  returned,  but  we  made  no  attempt  to  return  the  foot.  As, 
notwithstanding  severe  pains,  the  labor  made  no  further  progress,  and  as 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  child  was  dead,  we  drew  the  head 
with  very  considerable  force,  acting  with  it  as  a  lever  simultaneously  with 
the  contractions  of  the  uterus,  and  by  gradual  management  and  perse- 
verance we  delivered  the  foetus.  In  fifteen  minutes  the  placenta  came 
away,  and  the  patient,  though  much  exhausted,  soon  recovered,  and  is 
now  able  to  attend  to  the  domestic  concerns  of  her  family. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  foetus  are  the  object  of  this  communication. 
It  had  two  perfect  heads  and  other  parts  of  the  upper  half  of  the  body, 
united,  base  to  base,  at  the  umbilicus.  From  one  side  of  the  bodies  thus 
joined,  one  thigh  and  leg,  with  a  double  foot,  projected  ;  and  from  the 
other,  two  thighs,  legs  and  feet.  There  was  an  anus  at  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  junction  of  the  bodies,  but  there  were  no  appearances  of 
urethra  or  organs  of  generation.  Its  weight  was  eleven  pounds  ;  and  its 
length,  from  one  vertex  to  the  other,  was  twenty-two  inches. 


The  accompanying  figure  will  convey  a  better  idea  of  the  form  of  the 
monstrosity,  than  words.  As  I  have  not  heard  of  a  similar  case,  I  for- 
ward this  communication  for  insertion,  if  you  think  proper,  in  your  valua- 
ble Journal.  W.  J.  JoHxNston,  M.D. 

Nyack,  A7.  Y.,  August  15,  1847. 
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MINERAL  PASTE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  an  article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Flagg,  in  your 
Journal  of  the  21st  ult.,  in  defence  of  the  position  Dr.  Parmly  has  as- 
sumed on  the  mineral  paste  question  ;  also  a  little  criticism  on  your  opinion, 
and  doubting  the  correctness  or  truth  of  the  evidence  upon  which  you 
based  it,  and  promising  to  correct  you  by  "presenting  the  matter  under 
a  different  aspect"  I  have  examined  Dr.  F.'s  article  with  much  care. 
He  lias  not  even  attempted  to  prove  that  the  report  in  the  Dental  Re- 
corder is  not  true — nor  produced  a  single  witness  to  prove  the  correctness 
of  Dr.  Parmly's  assumed  position.  The  article  is  a  well-written  puff 
for  Dr.  P.,  and  an  attempt  to  decide  a  scientific  question  by  ridicule — 
but  the  day  is  past  when  such  a  course  can  succeed. 

That  Dr.  Flagg  should  compliment  Dr.  Parmly,  is  a  thing  not  so  very 
strange  ;  for  Dr.  P.  has,  in  the  course  of  this  controversy,  paid  Dr.  F.  a 
very  high  compliment — and  courtesy  to  Dr.  P.  requires  that  something 
should  be  said  by  Dr.  F.  to  relieve  him  from  the  unpleasant  position  in 
which  he  is  placed.  All  are  willing  to  award  to  both  Drs.  Flagg  and 
Parmly  much  credit  for  their  long  and  persevering  efforts  to  elevate  the 
dental  profession,  and  they  justly  deserve  the  honorable  position  which 
they  hold  among  their  brethren  and  before  the  public.  But  when  such 
men  commit  an  error,  either  from  prejudice,  or  the  want  of  time  or  in- 
clination to  examine  the  subject,  the  necessity  and  importance  of  cor- 
recting it  are  increased.  Therefore  the  friends  of  progressive  improve- 
ment, in  all  things  that  pertain  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  afflict- 
ed, will  not  accept  the  mere  say-so  of  any  man,  that  mineral  paste  is 
injurious  either  to  the  teeth  or  constitution,  but  they  require  undeniable 
proofs  ;  and  such  proofs  have  not  been  produced.  And  when  a  card  is 
published  over  the  signature  of  an  eminent  dentist,  that  the  death  of  a 
gentleman  was  caused  by  the  swallowing  of  mineral  paste  in  the  night  a 
couple  of  years  before  his  death,  the  dentist  must  be  held  responsible  for 
its  truth.  In  Dr.  Parmly's  article  of  May  26,  1847,  he  says,  '*  I  have 
written  to  a  professional  friend  of  Mr.  Ames  for  a  full  statement  of  the 
case,  and  if  I  obtain  it  1  will  lay  it  before  the  public."  Since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  above  I  have  been  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  Dr. 
P.  has  visited  the  attending  physician  (Dr.  Bemis)  of  the  late  Mr.  Ames 
(who  was  said  to  have  been  killed  by  bad  dentistry),  and  to  have  spent 
the  night  with  him,  and  yet  Dr.  P.  has  not  laid  before  the  public  a  full 
statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case"  as  he  promised  to  do  ;  neither 
lias  he  contradicted  the  report  of  Dr.  Houston  in  reference  to  the  cause 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Ames,  as  given  by  Dr.  Bemis,  who  says  "  that  it 
was  to>)  ridiculous  to  be  entertained  for  a  moment"  that  Mr.  Ames's  ill- 
ness and  death  were  caused  by  swallowing  mineral  paste.  I  am  well 
aware  that  professional  men  of  advanced  years  are  more  liable  to  adhere 
to  old  opinions  and  practices,  than  those  of  middle  age;  therefore  it  is 
not  expected  that  the  aged  will  as  readily  leave  any  of  their  old  customs 
to  embrace  new  doctrines.    But  it  is  not  charitable  in  them  to  denounce 
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every  one  of  tbeir  professional  brethren  as  professionally  "  dishonest" 
who  may  honestly  differ  with  them,  until  they  can  positively  prove  that 
the  new  remedy  is  mal-practice.  But  on  the  mineral  paste  question  the 
opponents  have  not  produced  a  single  reliable  witness  that  it  is  the  least 
injurious ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  admit  that  it  is  a  valuable  material 
for  the  preservation  of  diseased  teeth.    The  following  is  their  testimony. 

Dr.  E.  Parmly  says : — -;  I  would  here  own  the  merit  of  F.  H. 
Clark,  Esq.,  in  stopping  teeth  with  it  [mineral  paste],  which  I  had  failed  to 
secure  with  gold."  There  are  many  such.  Dated  May  31,  IS  17,  at 
No.  1  Bond  street.  New  York. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Foster,  of  No.  14  Warren  street,  New  York,  says: — 
"  What  opponent  of  amalgam  doubts  that  it  has,  and  will  often  remain 
in  teeth  for  many  years,  and  the  teeth  continue  healthy."  Gold  cannot 
accomplish  more.    Dated  July  9th,  1847. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg  says  : — "  All  amalgams,  under  whatever  name  that  I 
have  known  to  .be  employed  for  filling  teeth,  I  hold  to  be  injurious  in 
their  effects  ;  and  though  in  some  instances  they  remain  for  a  long 
time,  and  appear  to  be  harmless,  they  do  in  all  such  fall  far  short  of  gold 
in  effecting  the  preservation  of  the  teeth."    June  H,  1847. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  that  the  use  of  amalgam  has  been 
confined  almost  exclusively,  by  the  skilful  in  the  profession,  to  a  class  of 
diseased  teeth,  which  have  been  abandoned  as  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
golden  remedy,  Dr.  Flagg's  testimony  is  important,  as  it  declares  that 
amalgam  "  in  some  instances  remains  for  a  long  time,  and  appears  to  be 
harmless." 

Dr.  Flagg  again  says  : — "  I  have  seen  so  much  of  the  pernicious 
consequences  of  filling  teeth  with  mineral  compounds,  that  although  cases 
do  occur  in  which  1  am  led  to  judge  that  1  might  do  some  temporary 
service  with  but  little  if  any  risk  of  injury  by  making  use  of  them,  I  have 
always  been  unwilling,  and  am  still  determined,  not  to  have  my  name 
connected  with  such  an  operation."  Therefore  the  doctor  would  have 
us  understand  that  the  use  of  the  mineral  paste  is  a  matter  of  expe- 
diency rather  than  o  f  danger.  [  would  now  ask  the  question  how  a 
"  pernicious  "  material,  according  to  Dr.  Flagg,  and  a  <;  deadly  poison," 
according  to  Dr.  E.  Parmly,  can,  under  any  circumstances,  be  free  from 
danger,  and  harmless?  See  Dr.  Parmly's  certificate  above,  that  "  mine- 
ral paste  in  many  cases  is  better  than  gold."  "  Let  him  that  readeth 
understand"  Now  it  certainly  is  of  more  importance  to  those  who 
use  mineral  paste  to  know  if  it  is  injurious,  either  to  the  teeth  or  consti- 
tution, than  those  who  do  not,  for  they  are  the  only  ones  who  would  be 
injured  in  their  practice  and  reputation  ;  therefore  they  will  be  obliged 
to  their  opponents  if  they  will  produce  a  single  well-authenticated  case, 
where  unfavorable  consequences  have  followed  its  use — in  which  the 
same  results  would  not  have  occurred  if  gold  had  been  substituted. 
This  I  conceive  puts  the  whole  question  in  a  u  nut  shell."  And  I  am 
willing  to  join  issue  with  all  of  the  opponents  to  the  use  of  mineral  paste 
as  a  preservative  of  diseased  teeth,  upon  the  above  question,  to  be  de- 
cided after  the  most  rigid  and  careful  examination  of  cases.    I  hope, 
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therefore,  we  shall  hear  no  more  the  cry  of  danger,  danger,  and  "  dis- 
honesty" until  the  opponents  are  willing  to  meet  the  question  upon  fair 
and  honorable  grounds. 

I  will  now  close,  by  calling  the  attention  of  your  numerous  readers  to 
the  fact  that  this  cry  of  danger,  "  pernicious  "  material,  "  deadly  poi- 
son," and  "  dishonesty,"  does  not  come  from  those  persons  who  have 
had  their  teeth  faithfully  filled  with  a  good  article  of  mineral  paste — but 
from  a  few  interested  professional  gentlemen.         Respectfully  yours. 

29  Bond  st.,  N.  York,  July  22,  1847.  J.  S.  Ware. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  twentieth  No.,  you  gave  a  notice  of  the  fourth  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  The  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homoeopathy  of  July  3d,  has  an  extended  notice  of  the 
whole  proceedings.  On  the  whole,  it  was  a  very  interesting  time.  We 
are  informed  that  "  the  greatest  good  feeling  prevailed."  One  spirit 
dictated  its  doings  (which  is  quite  easy  to  believe)  ;  "  the  controlling 
motive  was  to  advance  and  perfect  the  medical  art."  (Mark  you  that. 
Heaven  save  the  divine  art  from  falling  into  such  hands.)  "  The  account 
given  of  the  spread  of  the  blessed  science,  was  truly  satisfactory,"  and 
"  it  was  evidently  the  sense  of  the  convention,"  that  it  was  a  practical 
and  sure  guide,  with  its  infinitesimal  doses,  for  the  cure  of  all  "  the  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to." 

Hahnemann  was  lauded  ad,  nauseam.  Hands  were  rubbed,  eyes 
glistened,  congratulations  offered,  accepted  and  returned  ;  hearts  throbbed 
with  hope,  and  the  afflatus  of  prophecy  was  nigh  unto  a  "  solution  of 
contrnyity ,"  of  the  soft  part  of  many  members,  that  when  the  ides  of 
June  again  should  come,  and  the  numerous  committees  should  be  safely 
delivered  of  their  reports,  allopathy  would  receive  its  death  wound,  and 
the  hydra-headed  monster  expire  amid  the  groans  and  hisses  of  the  vic- 
tims of  its  "  scourges."    Requiescat  in  pace. 

The  address  of  its  general  secretary  was  most  happily  got  rid  of  "  to  a 
very  large  and  respectable  audience,"  as  we  are  informed  in  divers  places. 
It  is  this  address  that  we  intend  more  directly  to  treat  with  our  "  kali 
purum."  When  you  meet  with  a  fungous  growth  of  bombast  and  farrago, 
the  caustic  is  your  only  remedy.    Let  it  be  applied  freely  and  generously. 

The  learned  Secretary  carries  us,  in  a  hop  and  skip  dance,  through  the 
history  of  medicine,  in  such  a  scientific  manner,  as  would  lead  none  to 
doubt  that  he  had  been  a  diligent  student  of  the  illustrious  founder  of 
the  sect,  or  else  that  his  works  might  have  laid  open  upon  his  desk,  while 
his  address  was  undergoing  the  pangs  of  birth.  He  enters  upon  his  work 
like  a  second  Don  of  heroic  memory,  and  with  one  sweep  of  his  good 
broad-sword  severs  "  anatomy,  physiology  and  chemistry,  from  the  phy- 
sician as  physician,"  and  leaves  them  "scattered  limbs  of  a  lifeless  body, 
without  a  head,"  as  sad  but  pleasing  mementoes  of  his  prowess  and  skill. 
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Pathology,  that  sore  troubler  of  their  fancies,  their  dynamic  theory,  re- 
ceives a  terrible  thrust,  and  is  left  to  perish  of  its  wounds.  He  walks 
through  the  history  of  medicine,  dealing  his  strokes  right  and  left,  now  a 
furious  lunge  at  one  defunct  system,  anon  a  back-handed  blow  at  some 
exploded  theory,  which  good  Harry  of  the  Wynd  well  might  envy. 
The  tactus  eruditus  calls  for  repeated  blows,  and  he  falls  to,  with  a  right 
good  will  ;  but  either  courage  fails,  or  pity  (gentle  maid)  assumes  her 
place  in  the  "  man's  obdurate  heart,"  and  he  finally  leaves  in  the  field 
"  ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  judgment  and  discrimination."  I  well 
remember,  that,  a  few  years  since,  I  received  some  fifty  homoeopathic 
remedies,  to  be  tested  by  the  rules  of  Hahnemann's  Organon  (Paris  edi- 
tion), and  backed  up  by  Jahr,  and  on  the  use  of  which  the  truth  of  the 
science  was  to  be  staked.  All  were  used,  on  self  and  some  hundred  indi- 
viduals (iEsculapius,  pardon  thy  child  this  his  folly),  and  on  detailing 
to  the  learned  Sec'y  the  result  of  my  experiments — the  failure — he  ex- 
claimed, "  My  dear  sir,  you  lacked  the  tactus  eruditus."  O  Hercules, 
how  thou  didst  c;  put  thy  shoulder  to  the  wheel  when  the  natural  strength 
of  a  feeble  theory  proved  unavailing,"  and  manfully  thou  didst  thy  labor. 

The  clinique,  both  as  to  its  teachings  and  results,  receives  broadsides, 
big  shots  and  small.  "  It  is  empiricism  of  the  grossest  character,"  and 
"  the  world's  clinical  experience  is  but  a  mixture  of  system  and  expe- 
rience." One  cannot  but  think  that  the  noble  cliniques  in  Broadway  and 
Crosby  streets  must  stink  in  homoeopathic  nostrils,  as  they  pass  by  on  the 
side-walk. 

Materia  medica  and  therapeutics  are  next  handled  without  mittens  ; 
and  had  it  not  been  that  a  "  merciful  Providence  raised  up  Hahnemann," 
the  world  would  have  been  ignorant  of  herbs  and  roots,  despite  the 
labors  of  Mussey  and  Pereira,  of  Barton,  Wood  and  Bache,  and  a  host 
of  others ;  all  noble  names,  that  the  world  delights  to  honor. 

But  "  there's  a  good  time  coming,  boys,"  not  only,  as  the  song  goes, 
for  the  political  and  social  evils  of  earth's  sons,  but  for  their  diseases  also. 
Ye  afflicted  ones,  Hahnemann  has  lived,  and  the  Homoeopathic  Institute 
is  founded  for  the  grand  object  of  enriching  the  materia  medica.  Hold 
on,  a  little  longer,  with  patience  and  hope.  "  All  diseases  in  their  early 
stages  are  to  be  cured  ;  a  time  will  arise  when  all  diseases,  save  old  age, 
can  be  prevented  or  cured  ;"  the  earth  has  antidotes  for  all  the  diseases 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  here  are  the  chaps  to  find  them.  Hope  on,  hope 
ever,  and  ye  shall  be  cured. 

The  mixed  practice,  half  homoeopaihic,  half  allopathic,  our  orator 
thunders  away  at  in  noble  style.  Hahnemann  is  lauded  rhapsodically 
again.  All  milk  and  water  ones  learn  of  him,  for  "  he  was  born,  edu- 
cated and  directed  for  the  great  work  he  was  to  perform."  This  is  sage 
advice.  Ho  ye !  who  carry  the  lancet  and  cathartics  for  one  class  of 
the  great  public,  and  the  sugar  pills  for  the  other,  heed  the  warning  and 
advisory  counsels  of  our  Sec'y.  The  medicine  shall  be  good  for  your 
heads  and  hearts,  albeit  not  for  the  day-book  and  ledger.  Why,  ye 
simple  ones !  "  in  extreme  cases,"  when  your  patient  is  about  to  suc- 
cumb, and  something  must  be  done,  or  when  the  patient  calls  for  help, 
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why  "  plunge  into  the  impure  sources  of  allopathia  ?"  "  It  is  a  perilous 
undertaking."  Jt  will,  if  you  persist  in  it,  show  your  weakness — that 
you  have  not  the  "intellectual  grasp  of  your  master  ;"  and,  more  than 
all,  poor  gullible  man  at  last  finds  out  that  he  has  been  deluded — cheat- 
ed ;  that  while  disease  has  been  fastening  upon  his  vitals,  and  deatli 
searching  for  the  portals  of  life,  the  "  sugar  of  milk  and  high  degrees 
of  potentizations,"  the  diluted  dreams  of  German  foggy  transcenden- 
talists,  have  cheated  him  of  life,  or  life's  sweetest  boon,  health.  O  ye 
"  reclaimed  savages,"  turn  not  back  to  your  "  bows  and  arrows  " — to 
your  wallowing  in  the  mire.  No,  though  the  "  hero  of  his  art"  is  dead, 
his  mantle  has  fallen  on  the  "  distinguished  person  of  Lacheris,"  and  go 
ye  and  learn  of  him.  Like  ye  not  his  teachings?  Young  Physic  is 
abroad.  It  is  the  newest  vamped.  The  feathers  of  its  nest  may  be 
softer  and  richer  than  even  similia  similibus  curantur,  and  far  more  facile. 
August,  1847.  Kali  Purum. 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  THE  OPERATION  FOR  INVERTED  EYELIDS. 
By  W.  Clay  Wallace,  M.D.,  New  York. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Instead  of  cutting  through  the  entire  eyelid  as  in  Crampton's  operation, 
I  have  for  some  years  past  made  an  incision  through  the  entire  length 
of  the  tarsus,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  from,  and  parallel  to,  its  mar- 
gin. From  this  incision  to  the  margin  I  cut  through  the  tarsus  again,  at 
each  canthus,  and  at  the  middle,  making  the  letter  or,  if  the  curvature 
is  very  great,  I  make  more  perpendicular  incisions.  Threads  are  then  drawn 
through  the  integuments  and  fastened  to  the  forehead  as  in  Crampton's 
operation.  As  the  curved  tarsus  only  is  divided,  the  deformity  occasioned 
by  cutting  through  the  integuments  in  Ware's  and  Crampton's  operations 
is  avoided. 

From  the  lifeless,  relaxed  state  of  the  eyelids  after  the  application  of 
the  vapor  of  prussic  acid  for  opacities  of  the  cornea,  I  would  be  inclined 
to  try  its  effects  in  diminishing  the  irritability  of  the  eyelids  previous  to 
an  operation. 
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Porcelain  Teeth. — Being  much  interested  in  the  following  article,  which 
is  taken  from  one  of  the  papers  of  this  city,  it  was  thought  that  it  would  be 
interesting  to  others.  If  there  has  been  any  scientific  mystery  in  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacturing  artificial  teeth,  it  is  here  made  sufficiently  plain  to  be 
understood  without  any  misapprehension. 


Treatment  of  Aneurism, 
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"  Porcelain  or  mineral  teeth,  with  the  exception  of  the  materials  with 
which  they  are  colored,  are  composed  entirely  of  silex  (the  generic  name 
of  which  is  quartz),  and  feldspar,  or  pe-tun-tse.  Quartz,  a  clear  white 
stone,  is  found  abundant  in  our  own  State,  generally  isolated.  Feld-spar 
is  not  found  sufficiently  pure  in  Massachusetts  for  this  purpose,  being  gene- 
rally combined  with  quartz  and  mica,  as  in  granite.  The  ield-spar  is  chief- 
ly obtained  from  the  State  of  Maine.  Very  fine  specimens  have  been 
brought  from  the  town  of  Topsham,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Bowdoin 
College  ;  crystals  of  pure  spar  (which  are  seldom  found)  can  be  obtained 
in  this  place,  weighing  about  fifty  pounds.  Quartz  and  spar  are  both  very 
firm  and  durable,  so  hard  as  even  to  scratch  glass  and  blunt  the  edge  of  the 
hardest  file. 

"  These  two  stones  are  first  calcined  by  being  exposed  to  a  red  heat,  then 
suddenly  immersed  in  cold  water,  which  renders  them  brittle  and  easy  to 
pulverize  ;  then  every  impurity  is  rejected,  and  they  are  ground  separately 
in  a  quartz  or  feld-spar  mortar  to  an  impalpable  powder,  after  which  they 
are  mixed  together  in  proportion  of  about  five  parts  feld-spar  to  one  of 
quartz.  The  coloring  matter  is  then  added  and  thoroughly  ground,  which 
may  be  so  varied  in  quantity  as  to  give  an  endless  variety  of  tints  and 
shades. 

"  A  great  number  of  materials  have  been  used  for  coloring,  but  at  present 
there  is  little  used  besides  platina.  tetanium,  cobalt  and  uranium.  Platina 
gives  the  teeth  a  dark  blue  tinge  ;  tetanium,  yellow ;  uranium,  orange  yel- 
low ;  cobalt,  a  delicate  sky  blue,  and  watery  transparency.  Gold  is  used 
for  coloring  artificial  gums,  which  color  is  easily  varied  from  a  pale  to  a 
deep  red. 

"  These  materials,  when  thoroughly  ground,  mixed  and  colored,  make  a 
mass  much  resembling  very  fine  clay.  When  in  this  state  it  is  moistened 
and  moulded  in  single  teeth,  or  carved  in  blocks,  in  which  state  they  are 
very  brittle,  and  must  be  handled  with  great  care  or  they  are  easily  broken. 
After  this  they  are  placed  in  a  furnace  with  a  fire  draught  of  at  least  forty 
feet ;  a  fire  is  then  made  of  the  hardest  anthracite  coal,  and  a  heat  raised 
to  about  twenty-one  thousand  degrees  Fahr.  This  heat  melts  the  spar, 
which  flows  over  the  teeth  and  gives  them  a  beautiful  polished  and  smooth 
finish.  Quartz  melts  at  a  much  higher  degree  of  heat  than  spar,  and 
serves  to  hold  the  teeth  in  form,  without  which  they  would  melt  into  glo- 
bules. After  they  are  properly  fused,  they  are  annealed  and  made  very 
tough  by  a  slow  process  of  cooling  ofT,  which  lasts  from  six  to  ten  hours. 
Teeth  made  by  this  process  are  beautiful,  strong  and  durable.  And  from 
the  hardness  of  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  and  the  intense 
heat  to  which  they  are  subjected  for  fusion,  they  are  fully  fortified  against 
the  action  of  any  agent  in  the  mouth,  to  which  they  can  be  exposed." 


Treatment  of  Aneurism. — A  small  twelvemo  treatise  on  the  best  method 
of  managing  aneurism,  with  the  following  title,  was  received  from  England 
last  week.  "  Observations  on  Aneurism,  and  its  Treatment  by  Compres- 
sion. By  O'Brien  Bellingham,  M.D.,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Ireland,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  St.  Vincent's 'Hospital,  &c."  A  prime 
object  of  the  author  seems  to  be,  after  giving  a  general  history  of  the  diffe- 
rent methods  adopted  by  surgeons  to  stay  the  progress  of  aneurism,  to  pre- 
sent the  successful  results  of  compression.    Dr.  Bellingham  endeavors  to 
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show  the  superiority  of  this  practice  over  the  ligature,  and  finally,  dwelling 
upon  the  theory  of  a  radical  cure  by  his  plan,  frankly  acknowledges  that 
there  is  nothing  new  in  the  suggestion,  as  he  communicated  the  ideas,  ad- 
vanced in  his  publication,  some  years  ago  to  the  Surgical  Society  of  Ire- 
land. He  insists  upon  one  thing,  which,  perhaps,  no  one  will  think  it 
worth  while  to  contend  with  him  about,  viz.,  that  his  views  respecting  the 
pathology  of  aneurism  are  quite  unlike  those  taught  by  many  distinguished 
gentlemen  of  the  schools.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  preface,  Dr.  Belling- 
ham  is  down  upon  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medicine,  with  marked  manifes- 
tations of  dudgeon.  That  being  an  affair,  however,  between  himself  and 
the  "  mere  nominee  of  a  bookseller''1  as  he  calls  the  editor,  we  must  neces- 
sarily leave  it  to  the  interested  friends  of  both  gentlemen. 

Chap.  I.  of  the  Treatise  contains  a  history  of  the  treatment  of  aneurism 
by  compression,  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  II.  History  continued,  to  the  period  of  the  first  performance  of  the 
Hunterian  operation.  III.  Compression  subsequent  to  the  Hunterian  ope- 
ration. Pressure  first  applied  between  the  aneurism  and  the  heart.  IV. 
Same  topic  continued.  V.  Cases  of  popliteal  and  femoral  aneurism  suc- 
cessfully treated  by  compression.  VI.  Description  of  instruments  employed 
in  making  pressure  above  the  sac.  VII.  Employment  of  chemical  agents 
to  coagulate  the  blood  contained  in  the  sac.  VIII.  Theory  upon  which 
compression  was  formerly  supposed  to  effect  a  cure.  IX.  Description  of 
the  appearances  found  in  subjects  who  had  been  submitted  to  the  treatment 
of  compression.    X.  Mode  in  which  nature  effects  a  cure  of  aneurism. 

XI.  Circumstances  which  may  render  the  cure  tedious,  or  the  contrary. 

XII.  Advantages  of  compression  over  ligature,  &c. 

It  strikes  us  that  the  information  given  in  this  little  modest  treatise  is  of 
a  high  order.  The  facts  which  it  presents  are  certainly  of  the  first  im- 
portance, and  are  addressed  so  directly  to  the  understanding,  that  there  is 
no  way  of  blotting  out  or  otherwise  getting  rid  of  them,  were  it  an  object 
to  do  so.  But  there  are  formidable  cases  where  the  method  of  compression 
would  be  of  no  avail  whatever.  As  in  the  treatment  of  other  diseases,  it  is 
quite  certain  that  there  are  various  ways  of  bringing  about  the  desirable 
result.  Compression  cannot,  and  certainly  has  not,  made  a  radical  cure  in 
every  instance,  nor,  indeed,  have  other  favorite  schemes  been  always  suc- 
cessful. The  conscientious  surgeon,  who  has  at  heart  the  honor  of  the 
profession  and  the  best  good  of  his  patient,  is  not  only  at  liberty  to  try  all 
and  everv  method  known  to  the  craft,  but  he  is  bound  to  proceed,  if  ne- 
cessary, from  one  to  the  other,  without  reference  to  his  own  predilections 
for  any  particular  system  of  practice,  to  save  both  limb  and  life,  when  con- 
fided to  his  care. 


American  Edition  of  Chelius's  Surgery. — From  a  cover  advertisement, 
it  appears  that  a  work  of  standard  importance  has  been  passing  very  gra- 
dually through  the  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  <k  Blanchard,  called  "  A  System 
of  Surgery,  by  J.  M.  Chelius,"  of  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  translated 
from  the  German,  &c,  by  Mr.  South,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London, 
and  edited,  with  reference  to  American  authors,  by  Geo.  W.  Norris  M.D., 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Parts  XVI.  and 
XVII.  came  to  our  address  not  long  ago,  which  has  led  us  to  speak  of  the 
publication  at  this  late  period,    These  two  specimen  Nos.,  however,  afford 
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us  no  clear  idea  of  the  character  of  the  undertaking — although  we  are  pre- 
possessed in  favor  of  it.  There  were  to  be  seventeen  parts.  Whenever 
the  whole — intended  to  be  equal  to  three  large  octavo  volumes — is  received, 
we  shall  gladly  render  such  assistance  in  making  known  its  merits  and 
claims  as  our  facilities  for  circulating  medical  intelligence  enables  us  to 
accomplish. 


Mesmeric  Examinations. — Before  the  discovery  of  the  new  use  of  ether, 
the  country  swarmed  with  travelling  mesmerizers,  who  lectured  in  every 
town  and  hamlet  in  New  England — and  made  such  high  pretensions,  that 
gentlemen  who  presumed  to  question  the  honesty  of  the  vagabonds,  made 
themselves  quite  unpopular  with  the  vulgar  multitude.  It  was  one  of  the 
great  boasts  of  the  magnetizers  that  they  could  prepare  the  system,  by  their 
extraordinary  manipulations,  or  by  an  active  mental  influence,  so  that  the 
body  would  be  insensible  to  pain.  Whole  scores  of  silly  girls  were  ex- 
hibited in  public,  on  platforms,  pricked  with  needles,  had  their  toes  crushed 
and  teeth  extracted,  of  all  which  they  were  represented  to  be  wholly  un- 
conscious. The  farce  has  been  played  off  at  the  Tremont  Temple,  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  repeatedly.  Of  late,  however,  the  mighty  boasters  have 
disappeared.  Neither  teeth  are  drawn,  limbs  amputated,  or  tumors  taken 
out,  as  they  were,  either  here  or  in  the  state  of  Maine,  where  some  extra- 
ordinary operations  were  certified  to,  as  the  triumphs  of  mesmerism,  which 
was  represented  as  "  the  hand-maid  to  surgery,  and  destined  to  revolu- 
tionize the  whole  science  of  medicine."  How  can  this  falling  off  be  explain- 
ed by  those  noisy  men  and  women  who  were  offensively  busy  in  propagat- 
ing the  marvels  of  mesmerism  one  year  ago  ?  A  few  remnant  signs  are 
observable  about  our  city,  like  these: — "mesmeric  examinations  here" 
"  all  Mads  of  diseases  investigated  by  an  experienced  clairvoyant"  &c. 
which  are  a  reproach  to  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  to  the  good  city  in 
which  they  are  to  be  seen,  and  a  mortifying  evidence  of  the  ignorance  that 
passes  for  wisdom.  A  few  doughty  champions  of  animal  magnetism  are 
struggling  for  professional  existence  at  Cincinnati,  under  the  less  objec- 
tionable term  of  neurologists,  but  we  consider  it  as  the  same  thing  under  a 
new  name. 


Poisonous  Properties  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine. — From  Dr.  W.  O. 
Baldwin's  observations  on  this  subject,  first  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  and  since  issued  in  a  pamphlet,  we  take  the 
following  paragraphs,  which  succeed  the  recital  of  cases  in  the  human  sub- 
ject, and  experiments  upon  dogs. 

"  Thus  it  seems  clear  that  quinine  is  a  poison,  and  one  which  may  be 
made  directly  fatal  to  life,  and  if  these  experiments  upon  the  dog  in 
themselves  are  not  conclusive  of  that  fact,  which  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  toxicologists  would  justify  us  in  believing,  they  at  least  become  so 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  symptoms  which  its  exhibition  gave  rise 
to,  are  not  only  strongly  corroborated  by,  but  were  almost  identically  the 
same  with  those  observed  in  the  human  subject,  in  the  few  instances 
where  poisoning  from  this  substance  is  known  to  have  been  produced. 
There  is  not  a  symptom  noticed  in  these  experiments  which  has  not,  at 
one  time  or  other,  been  observed  in  its  operation  upon  the  human  sub- 
ject, and  the  two  cases  of  poisoning  in  the  human  subject  reported  in 
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the  commencement  of  this  article,  where  the  striking  and  peculiar  assem-  • 
blage  of  symptoms  which  followed  its  administration  was  so  completely 
identical  with  those  observed  in  the  dog,  most  clearly  establish  the  fact 
that  the  manifestations  of  its  poisonous  operation,  at  least  upon  the  dog, 
are  identical  with  those  observed  in  the  human  subject,  or  at  any  rate  do 
not  differ  more  than  they  do  in  different  instances  on  '  man  and  man.5 

"Its  operation  as  a  poison,  as  well  as  a  remedy,  is  certainly  peculiar, 
and  it  seems  difficult  to  assign  it  to  any  particular  class  of  poisons,  differ- 
ing in  some  respects  from  all  of  them.  It  appears  to  resemble  in  its  action, 
more  closely  than  any  other,  those  of  the  'second  class''  of  Orfila,  or  the 
class  of  '  narcotic  poisons.'  It  does  not  seem  to  possess  any  hypnotic  pro- 
perties ;  in  this  it  differs  from  most  of  the  substances  included  under  this 
head.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  the  much  agitated  question  of  the  mode  of 
its  remedial  operation,  but  desire  to  speak  of  its  poisonous  action  only ; 
and,  on  this  head  will  only  add,  farther,  that  its  operation  seems  to  be  prin- 
cipally upon  the  nervous  system,  as  is  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  derange- 
ment of  the  senses  of  vision  and  hearing,  and  respiratory  functions,  as  also 
in  the  general  muscular  agitation,  convulsions,  &c." 


Medicine  and  Music. — Correspondents  will  doubtless  recollect  that  a  va- 
riety of  comments  appeared  in  this  Journal  on  the  dinner  served  up  for  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  1S46.  At  the  last  anniversary  it  is  be- 
lieved the  dinner  proved  quite  satisfactory.  It  seems,  however,  that  some- 
thing more  is  wanted  to  give  a  gusto  to  the  festivities  of  the  occasion.  A 
gentleman  declares  that  a  band  of  music  is  the  one  thing  needful  to  give 
life  to  a  very  dull  meeting.  The  mere  act  of  eating  oyster  pie  and  fried 
cabbage  is  not  sufficiently  animating  to  stir  up  the  enthusiasm  of  four  hun- 
dred physicians.    So  next  year  he  votes  for  music. 


New  Method  of  procuring  Insensibility  under  Operations. — The  last 
arrivals  from  England  bring  the  following  information  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  destroying  pain  during  surgical  operations  :  — 

"  Our  inventive  neighbors,  the  French,  have  contrived  a  new  plan  of 
procuring  insensibility.  M.  Ducros  is  the  surgeon  who  practises  the  me- 
thod alluded  to,  and  has  communicated  the  results  of  his  experiments,  in 
several  letters  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  The  agent  employed  is  the 
electro-magnetic  current.  Individuals  who  have  been  subjected  to  the  cur- 
rent have  been  quite  insensible  to  pricking  or  pinching  at  all  parts  of  the 
body  ;  and  teeth  have  been  extracted  without  their  knowledge." 


Veterinary  Medicine. — Dr.  Brooks,  of  Boston,  is  preparing,  in  Paris,  a 
work  on  veterinary  medicine,  which  he  expects  to  issue  during  the  present 
year.  Our  correspondent  there  says  Dr.  B.  has  favored  him  with  an  in- 
spection of  the  manuscript,  from  which  he  feels  authorized  to  promise  that 
the  performance  will  be  a  creditable  one.  In  France  and  England  this 
subject  commands  the  attention  and  respect  of  the  profession  ;  with  us  it 
has  hitherto  been  neglected,  but  the  forthcoming  work  of  Dr.  B.  will  pro- 
bably induce  us  to  bestow  upon  it  some  share  of  regard. —  Western  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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Ether  in  Pregnancy. — M.  Cardan  sent  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences an  account  of  a  case  of  pregnancy  in  which  the  vapor  of  ether  was 
inhaled.  A  young  woman  in  the  sixth  or  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  was 
submitted  to  the  respiration  of  ether.  Intoxication  was  long  in  being  es- 
tablished ;  the  pulse  was  hard,  but  the  number  of  pulsations  was  not  sensi- 
bly augmented.  She  was  seized  with  a  disorderly  hilarity,  as  is  often  ob- 
served. After  ten  or  twelve  respirations,  the  infant  made  some  struggles 
and  convulsive  movements,  very  painful  to  the  mother;  these  movements 
became  more  violent,  and  succeeded  each  other  with  greater  rapidity,  in 
proportion  as  the  ether  became  absorbed  ;  but  as  the  mother  grew  insensi- 
ble at  the  same  time,  she  evinced  only  a  vague  kind  of  consciousness. 
When  the  mother  recovered  herself  from  the  effects  of  the  ether,  she  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  uterine  region,  such  as  might  arise  from  blows  and 
bruises.  The  heart  of  the  foetus  beat  with  extreme  rapidity,  so  that  the  in- 
dividual pulsations  could  scarcely  be  distinguished  ;  it  might  be  said,  indeed, 
to  be  in  a  constant  tremor.  The  rapidity  of  the  pulsations  appeared  to  be 
in  pretty  direct  relation  to  the  motions  or  struggles  of  the  child.  The  pla- 
cental bruit  lost  its  simple  continuous  character,  and  took  place  in  fits,  which 
varied  according  as  the  stragglings  of  the  fcetus  were  more  or  less  rapid. — 
London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Of  60,000  pilgrims  to  Mecca,  last  season,  20,000 
are  said  to  have  died  of  the  cholera.  —  Molly  Ogden  died  lately  at  the  age 
of  102,  at  Greenfield,  Mass.  ;  and  Mrs.  Lyclia  Gustin,  at  the  age  of  101 
years  and  25  days,  at  Marlow,  N.  H. — The  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  in 
New  York  has  been  indicted  for  manslaughter,  because  his  apprentice  sold 
a  quantity  of  laudanum  for  tincture  of  rhubarb,  which  caused  the  death 
of  a  young  lady. — Dr.  Cross,  of  Madison,  Inch,  has  had  an  arm  wounded 
in  a  duel. — Two  physicians  have  died  at  the  quarantine  hospital,  Quebec, 
the  present  season,  of  the  ship-fever.  Twelve,  out  of  fourteen  physicians 
at  that  station,  have  been  taken  sick  since  June. — Dr.  A.  Hooker,  of  East 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  a  practice  of  twenty  years,  has  been  at  the  birth  of 
eight  acephalous  children. — A  story  is  circulating  in  the  New  York  papers 
about  a  singular  disturbance  at  Bellevue,  between  about  a  dozen  physicians, 
who  met  for  the  purpose  of  dining  together.  An  explanation  of  such  offen- 
sive doings,  by  gentlemen  carrying  gold-headed  canes,  is  vociferously  de- 
manded.— The  cholera  has  broken  out  in  the  Caucasus,  and  rages  terribly. 
— Bowel  complaints  are  exceedingly  common  throughout  New  England 
— and  dysentery  has  frequently  proved  fatal  on  the  sea-board. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Leonard's  Report  to  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  respect- 
ing the  Fever  Cases  in  Cumberland,  has  been  received. 

Married,— B.  M.  Cummings,  M.D.,  of  Rockville,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  B.  M.  Righter. — John  F. 
Evans.  M.D.,  of  Pottstown,  Penn.,  to  Miss  J.  F.  Clay. 

Died.— At  Abington,  Mass..  Dr.  John  S.  Champnev,  55.— At  Temple,  Me.,  Dr.  Nathaniel  K. 
Whittcmore.  71).— At  Montreal,  Frederick  Cusbiriff.  M.D.,  of  Durham,  ti'.  H.— At  Bellville,  111., 
Dr.  G.  W.  Goforth. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aue.  21st.  108. — Males.  60 — females,  48. — 
Of  consumption,  8 — typhus  fever.  22 — disease  of  the  bowels,  35 — disease  of  die  hear*,  2 — 
dysentery,  13 — dropsy,  2— dropsy  on   the  brain.  2— accidental,  2— teething,  3— inflammation  of 
the  brain,  1— canker,  2— croup,  1— infantile,  G— convulsions,  1— jaundice,  1— suicide,  1— cholera 
infantum,  1 — bilious  fever.  1— lung  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1— asthma,  1— hernia,  1. 

Under  5  years,  56— between  5  and  20  years,  9— between  20  and  -iO  years ,  33— between  40  and 
60  years,  9 — over  60  years,  1. 
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Vaccination  in  Turkey  .—The  Sultan  has  recently  issued,  at  Constanti- 
nople, a  decree,  to  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  empire,  that  all  children  bom 
are  to  be  vaccinated.  Considering  the  various  prejudices  of  the  Mahom- 
medans,  this  may  be  looked  on  as  a  long  step  in  the  advance  of  the  Turkish 
nation  towards  that  degree  of  civilization  existing  in  other  European  states. 
— London  Lancet. 


Laryngismus  Stridulus — Inhalation  of  Ether. — M.  linage  records,  iu 
the  Provincial  Journal,  a  case  in  which  the  application  of  ether,  by  means 
of  a  sponge,  to  the  nose  and  mouth,  arrested  the  progress  of  fits  of  this 
disease,  on  each  occasion  of  their  access,  until  they  ceased  altogether. — lb. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK.— DEPARTMENT  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  wilJ  commence  on  the  Jast  Monday  ol  October,  and  continue  four 
months.  » 

Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  w  ith  Surgical  and 

Pathological  Anatomy. 
Samuel  H.  Dickson,  M.D.,  Prof.  o(  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
Martvn  Paine,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John  William  Draper,  M.  I).,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.D.,  Prosector  to  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Wm.  Darling,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
The  fees  lor  a  full  Course  of  Lectures  amount  to  $105.    The  Student  can  attend  one  or  more  of  the 
Lectures  as  he  may  be  disposed,  and  pay  only  for  those  which  he  attends.    The  fee  lor  the  Diploma 
is  $30.    The  Matriculation  fee  is  $5.    The  lee  for  admission  to  the  Dissecting  Rooms  and  Demon- 
strations is  $5. 

The  most  ample  opportunities  for  Clinical  Instruction  will  be  afforded  to  the  Students  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  the  facilities  for  dissection  will  be  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  materiel  is  abundant  and 
cheap.  The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  on  1st  of  October.  The  New  York  Hospital,  15  minutes 
walk  from  the  College  Building,  is  visited  daily  ;  and  the  students  have  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  various  Medical  and  Surgical  diseases  of  that  Institution.  The  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  in  which 
more  than  1,400  patients  are  prescribed  for  annually,  is  open  to  the  students.  The  University  Sur- 
gical Clinique  is  attended  every  Saturday  at  the  College  Buildings  by  Prof.  Mott,  and  the  University 
students  witness  the  various  operations  performed  by  the  Professor.  More  than  600  patients,  affect- 
ed with  every  variety  of  malady,  are  brought  before  the  Class  during  the  session.  The  University 
Lying-in  Charity,  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Bedford,  is  ample  in  its  arrangements.  During  the 
past  five  sessions,  more  than  1,200  cases  of  Midwifery  have  been  attended  by  the  Students  of  the 
Uuiversity. 

In  addition  to  these  facilities  for  Clinical  oberservation,  there  are  the  various  Dispensaries  and 
Charities  of  the  city,  containing  not  less  than  40,000  patients,  presenting  every  possible  aspect  and 
character  of  disease. 

Excellent  Board  and  Lodging  can  be  had  in  the  vicinity  of  the  College  for  $2,50  to  $3  per  week. 

The  number  of  students  in  attendance  the  last  session  was  413;  and  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine was  conferred  on  123. 

N.  B.  — Students  on  arriving  in  the  city,  by  calling  at  the  College  Building,  659  Broadway,  and  ask- 
ing for  the  Janitor,  will  be  conducted  to  Boarding-houses. 

Any  farther  information  respecting  the  institution  can  be  had  by  addressing  the  Secretary,  Prof. 
Draper,  659  Broadway.  By  order,  JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  Sec'ry. 

P.  S. — The  Faculty  have  resolved  in  future  to  deliver  a  Preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  during  the 
month  of  October,  commencing  the  first  of  the  month.  Lectures  will,  therefore,  be  given  daily  dur- 
ing the  entire  month  of  October,  without  extra  charge.  The  Lectures  will,  in  no  way,  interfere 
with  the  integrity  of  the  regular  Winter -session.  The  October  course,  together  with  the  opening 
of  the  Dissecting  Rooms  on  the  1st  of  the  month,  will,  therefore,  present  additional  facilities  to 
those  students,  who  may  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 

New  York,  June  28,  1347.  July  7.— tNov.  1. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  and  will  con- 
tinue 16  weeks. 

Alden  March,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

T.  Rom ey n  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 

James  McNaughton,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.D.,Prof.  of  Chemistry. 

Edenezer  Emmons,  M.D.,  Prof,  ol  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
James  H.  Armsby,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomv. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Dean,  Esq..  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
The  fees  for  a  full  course  of  Lectures  are  $70.    The  Matriculation  fee  is  $5 ;  Graduation  fee,  $20. 
During  the  month  of  September,  the  Faculty  will  deliver  two  lectures  daily,  to  which  students  who 
have  matriculated  will  be  admitted  without  additional  charge.    As  these  lectures  do  not  make  pnrt  of 
the  regular  annual  course,  attendance  on  them  will  not  be  exacted  for  graduation. 

Those  who  wish  for  funher  information,  or  for  circulars,  will  address  a  letter  (post  paid)  to  the 
Registrar.  June  30— eptOctl  THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 
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THE  CASES  OF  FEVER  LATELY  OBSERVED  IN  CUMBERLAND,  R.  I. 
—THEIR  SYMPTOMS,  NATURE,  TREATMENT,  &c. 

By  John  P.  Leonard,  M.D. 

[Communicated  by  the  Committee  of  Publication  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.]* 

I  consider  the  disease  to  be  continued  fever,  a  disease  of  typhoid 
type,  characterized  by  adynamy,  local  inflammations  and  congestions — the 
inflammatory  stage  being  brief,  debility  and  nervous  depression  coming 
on  at  an  early  period. 

During  this  epidemic,  I  have  seen  some  very  mild  cases,  presenting 
the  phenomena  of  the  synochus  of  the  British  authors.  I  have  witness- 
ed others  where  typhus  was  the  predominant  feature,  which  answered  well 
to  the  typhus  gravior,  or  putrid  and  malignant  fever  of  authors,  which  has 
sometimes  been  called  camp  fever,  jail  fever,  and  by  us  now  ship  fever, 
because  it  has  occurred  in  camps  and  jails,  and  because  we  think  it  had 
its  origin  in  persons  who  have  contracted  it  on  board  ships,  or  conveyed 
it  to  us  from  beyond  the  Atlantic. 

The  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  notice  have  been  attended  with 
the  usual  precursors  of  continued  fever,  such  as  loathing  of  food,  chills, 
pains  in  the  head  and  limbs,  weariness,  depression,  vertigo,  frequent 
pulse  and  a  loose  state  of  the  bowels,  in  the  majority  of  instances. 

When  the  disease  is  fully  established,  the  pulse  rises,  the  breathing  be- 
comes laborious,  the  tongue  is  dry  (in  no  case  has  it  been  black),  the 
urine  high  colored,  the  surface  of  the  body  very  hot,  and  in  the  severer 
cases  there  is  delirium.  Jf  there  is  no  amendment,  as  soon  as  the  ninth 
day,  in  the  milder  form  of  the  fever,  the  above  symptoms  are  vastly  ag- 
gravated;  the  pulse  is  from  100  to  120  a  minute,  the  strength  fails 
rapidly,  the  lips  and  teeth  are  glued  over  with  a  tenacious  sordes,  there 
are  frequent  dark  stools,  urine  copious  and  pale.  In  a  day  or  two  this 
class  of  patients  begin  to  improve,  the  fur  cleans  from  the  lips  and 
tongue,  the  bowels  retain  their  contents,  the  patient  becomes  conscious, 
and  though  the  tongue  and  skin  remain  dry  for  some  days,  the  violence 
of  the  fever  subsides,  and  general  improvement  takes  place.    But  in  the 

*  This  communication  was  addressed,  as  a  private  leiter,  to  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  So- 
ciety. It  was  thought  by  him  sufficiently  valuable  to  be  read  before  the  Society  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing ;  and  has  since  been,  with  the  writer's  consent,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  of 
f  ublication,  those  slight  alterations  being  made  which  were  necessary  to  prepare  it  for  the  pub- 
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more  extreme  cases  all  the  bad  symptoms  are  aggravated,  petechia  appear, 
the  pulse  is  from  120  to  140,  sometimes  it  intermits,  the  diarrhoea  is 
worse,  the  breath  is  offensive,  subsultus  tendinum,  picking  of  the  bed- 
clothes, strabismus,  sighing,  muttering,  insensible  evacuations,  oppressed 
breathing  and  cold  extremities,  follow  in  train,  and  the  patient  sinks  in- 
sensibly. In  very  bad  cases,  I  think,  if  there  is  a  continual  aggravation 
of  the  symptoms  from  the  onset  to  the  seventh  day,  the  system  has  be- 
come so  exhausted  that  there  is  little  hope  under  any  circumstances.  If 
there  is  no  amelioration  by  the  ninth  or  tenth  day,  the  prospect  is  very 
dubious,  for  the  disease  has  made  such  inroads,  and  the  prostration  is  so 
great,  that  the  chance  of  recovery  is  almost  entirely  cut  off.  The  fatal 
cases  generally  die  during  the  first  nine  or  ten  days.  When  I  speak  of 
the  number  of  days.  I  refer  to  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
lever  has  been  fixed,  which  does  not  include  the  premonitory  stage. 

The  mode  of  attack  is  variable,  and  its  progress  irregular,  sometimes 
coming  on  suddenly,  and  attaining  its  height  in  a  short  time  ;  or  it  may  be 
more  insidious  in  its  nature,  slower  in  its  march,  and  less  violent  in  its  cha- 
racter. We  are  to  be  governed,  in  making  out  the  prognosis  (in  some 
degree)  by  the  manner  of  the  first  invasion.  So  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  the  most  severe  cases  are  ushered  in  by  violent  and  serious  symptoms  ; 
and,  vice  versa,  the  milder  cases  are  introduced  with  signs  less  violent 
and  alarming.  The  strongly-marked  character  of  this  fever  renders  our 
diagnosis  comparatively  easy,  especially  in  the  severer  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  but  in  those  of  an  opposite  type  we  shall  often  be  somewhat  per- 
plexed in  determining  the  precise  nature  of  it,  and  more  so  when  it  is  com- 
plicated, as  it  may  be,  with  phrenitis,  pneumonia,  gastritis,  &c. 

When  I  say  this  disease  is  continued  fever,  of  typhoid  type,  I  am  well 
aware  that  I  am  taking  ground  adverse  to  very  respectable  authority,  for 
very  many  term  it  typhus  fever.  A  late  journal  states  that  the  medical 
faculty  of  Maryland,  at  a  recent  meeting,  appointed  a  special  committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  nature  of  this  fever.  The  results  of  their 
deliberations  are  that  the  nature  and  character  of  the  fever  are  identical 
with  the  typhus  fever  of  the  British  islands,  and  that  it  is  unlike  the  dis- 
order which  prevails  in  the  United  States  and  in  Continental  Europe, 
generally  styled  typhoid  fever. 

Now  I  must  doubt  even  the  high  authority  of  the  faculty  of  any  State, 
when  they  come  to  such  direct  conclusions  in  so  short  a  time,  particularly 
in  giving  these  opinions  on  such  a  "  new  "  subject  (for  they  say  that  the 
disease  has  been  hitherto  unknown  in  America,  that  it  is  new  here,  he.)  ; 
and  these  opinions,  or  their  "  report,"  clashing  as  they  do  with  the  ex- 
tensive researches  of  Bancroft,  Louis,  Chomel,and  those  whose  elaborate 
investigations  in  pathology  entitle  them  to  great  credit,  are  not  to  be  too 
hastily  received. 

The  typhus  of  camps  is  termed  typhoid  fever  by  MM.  Louis  and  Cho- 
mel.  They  consider  them  one  and  the  same  disease.  The  pathological 
changes  of  character,  the  nature  and  progress  of  the  fever,  are  the  same, 
and  only  vary  with  the  intensity  of  the  fever,  as  they  have  shown.    "  The 
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term  typhoid  fever  is  preferred  by  both  these  authors,  as  being  most  ap- 
plicable to  the  Protean  shapes  of  the  disease,  and  as  reconciling  the 
conflicting  names  under  which  it  has  hitherto  been  described." 

o  ... 

Another  reason  why  we  may  doubt  these  crude  opinions,  is  that  there 
do  occur  in  this  State  fevers  so  closely  resembling  those  I  have  seen  at 
the  Alms-house,  in  their  external  appearance,  that  they  would  be  con- 
sidered the  same  if  found  in  the  same  establishment.  But  these  cases  are 
not  ship  fever.  I  have  treated  such  cases.  Last  March  I  was  called  to 
see  Mrs.  S.,  aged  about  30.  She  had  been  suddenly  seized  with  fever 
about  twelve  hours  previous  to  my  first  visit.  She  complained  of  general 
pain,  rigors  and  intense  headache.  Prescribed  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  cold 
to  the  head,  and  sinapisms  to  the  feet.  The  next  morning  I  found  her 
suffering  from  extreme  prostration,  lying  almost  insensible,  pulse  120. 
Prescribed  stimulants,  renewed  the  sinapisms,  applied  the  same  to  the 
ankles,  recommended  sponging  the  body  with  cold  water,  to  cut  the  hair 
and  keep  the  head  cool.  She  gradually  grew  worse  ;  about  the  ninth 
day  diarrhoea  set  in,  and  my  friend  Dr.  Clapp,  of  Pawtucket,  was  called 
in  consultation.  He  found  her  very  feeble,  pulse  140,  tongue  dry,  a  dark 
sordes  about  the  teeth,  and  petechia?  (the  typhoid  eruption  of  MM.  Louis 
and  Choinel)  had  appeared.  This  patient  recovered  ;  her  fever  con- 
tinuing about  two  weeks.  Had  she  been  an  emigrant,  her  disease  might 
with  much  propriety  have  been  christened  ship  fever ;  but  she  was  a 
New-England  woman,  she  had  not  been  exposed  to  contagion,  and  there- 
fore her  fever  was  typhoid. 

About  a  year  ago,  I  had  a  case  of  fever  with  decidedly  putrid  symp- 
toms— Miss  E.,  of  Sinking  Fund  Village.  My  much-esteemed  friend, 
Dr.  Usher  Parson*,  of  Providence,  saw  the  patient  three  times.  I  know 
he  will  concur  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  her  fever  was  of  a  more  pu- 
trid character  than  any  that  he  saw  at  the  Asylum  in  Cumberland,  ex- 
cept the  case  of  Mr.  Vallet,  the  Superintendent  of  that  institution,  who 
has  since  died  ;  and  he  saw  five  or  six  fever  patients  during  his  visit  to 
Cumberland.  In  the  case  of  Miss  E.  the  nervous  prostration  was  great, 
the  typhoid  eruption  distinct.  If  this  had  occurred  in  the  town's  poor 
house,  and  had  the  patient  lately  crossed  the  Atlantic  ( this  year),  we 
might  have  styled  it  malignant  fever;  but  it  was  an  American  girl,  who 
had  heen  well  fed,  &c,  and  she  had  the  disorder  before  ship  fever  was 
known  in  this  country  ! 

With  regard  to  the  contagious  character  of  this  fever,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  the  disease  may  be  contracted 
by  exposure.  Persons  who  go  into  crowded  and  ill-ventilated  apart- 
ments, where  the  beds  and  clothing  of  the  patients  are  filthy,  will  be  in 
danger  of  taking  the  fever.  Under  the  same  circumstances  they  would 
contract  erysipelas,  dysentery,  he.  The  infectious  quality  of  this  fever, 
in  my  opinion,  resides  in  the  room,  the  beds,  the  clothing,  and  the  patient. 
If  the  room  is  thoroughly  cleaned  and  ventilated,  the  clothing  frequently 
changed,  and  the  body  of  the  patient  well  washed  with  cool  or  tepid 
water  daily,  I  think  there  will  be  very  little  if  any  danger  in  visiting 
those  patients  in  the  capacities  of  physicians,  nurses  or  neighbors.  But 
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if  the  rooms  are  crowded  and  dirty,  the  beds  foul,  and  the  patients  neg- 
lected, there  will  be  a  strong  liability  of  taking  the  fever  in  those  persons 
who  are  daily  exposed  to  the  influence  of  such  a  vitiated  atmosphere.  I 
do  not  believe  this  fever  to  be  one,  sui  generis,  "  derived  exclusively 
from  its  own  specific  cause,  or  contagion." 

\  suppose  that  many  physicians  term  this  typhus  fever,  without  re- 
flecting a  moment  on  the  subject.  They  seem  to  be  governed  by  im- 
pulse, and  so'  they  pronounce  it  contagious.  If  fifty  persons  are  ex- 
posed to  a  disease,  and  five  of  them  take  it  and  forty-five  escape,  the 
evidence  from  suc  h  an  instance  would  be  very  strong  against  its  being 
contagious  ;  yet  some  would  say  that  the  five  were  infected  during  this 
exposure,  though  a  mountain  of  evidence  stood  out  to  the  contrary.  In 
the  supposed  case,  the  evidence  would  be  on.  one  side  forty-five,  on  the 
other  five.  Now  if  fifty  unprotected  individuals  are  exposed  to  small- 
pox, the  probability  is  forty-five  would  have  variola,  and  five  might 
escape;  ihen  the  proof  of  its  contagiousness  would  be  reversed.  This 
numerical  mode  of  establishing  facts  is  the  only  correct  way  to  ascertain 
the  truth — 'it  is  a  sur?  and  direct  way  when  applied  on  a  large  scale. 
Where  our  materials  are  limited,  we  are  not  so  certain  of  obtaining  cor- 
rect results,  but  we  shall  approximate  the  truth  with  somewhat  deficient 
materials. 

Upon  such  reasoning  do  I  base  my  opinion  of  the  non-contagious  cha- 
racter of  the  fever  at  the  Cumberland  poor  house.  At  least  fifty  persons 
have  been  exposed  to  the  fever.  Of  that  number,  but  three  have  con- 
tracted the  complaint.  (These  three  might  not  have  been  infected  ;  the 
circumstance  of  their  having  the  fever  may  be  merely  a  coincidence.) 
So  at  the  present  writing  the  evidence  of  its  being  non-contagious  is 
as  forty-seven  to  three — greatly  against  its  being  a  contagious  disease. 

All  I  can  say  more  respecting  the  question  of  its  being  pure  typhus, 
is,  to  quote  the  names  of  Hunter,  Trotter,  Blane,  Lind,  Bancroft  and 
Dewees,  who  all  declare  that  typhus  fever  is  a  disease  of  winter,  or  pre- 
valent during  the  cold  seasons,  and  "  is  as  certainly  arrested  by  hot,  or 
even  by  warm  meather,  as  yellow  fever  is  by  cold  weather,  or  frost," 
&c.  &ic.  These  opinions  at  once  destroy  the  idea  that  the  fever  here  is 
typhus,  also  that  it  is  contagious,  for  no  one  claims  the  character  of  con- 
tagion for  any  fever  but  typhus. 

The  first  case  of  fever  that  occurred  at  the  Asylum  was  that  of  an 
Irish  girl,  who  landed  at  New  York  about  the  first  of  May  last.  She 
came  to  Valley  Falls,  where  she  was  taken  sick  soon  after  her  arrival. 
She  informs  me  that  she  had  a  physician,  who  bled  her  for  "  lung  fever." 
After  being  sick  about  ten  or  twelve  days,  she  was  brought,  to  the  poor 
house,  and  was  attended  by  the  lamented  Dr.  A.  Knight,  who  has  since 
died  of  the  fever,  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  contracted  during  his  visits 
there.  All  1  can  tell  you  further  of  this  case  is,  I  am  told  she  was  very 
sick  with  the  "  spotted  fever."  She  has  been  here  about  six  weeks, 
and  is  now  slowly  recovering. 

An  Irishman,  aged  about  40,  was  seized  with  a  fever  about  the  first 
of  May.    In  a  week  or  so  after  the  attack,  he  was  brought  to  the  Asy- 
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lum.  He  was  also  attended  by  Dr.  Knight,  and  I  understand  his  case 
was  considered  of  the  same  nature  as  the  girl  mentioned  above.  This 
man  had  been  in  America  three  years.  He  lodged  with  one  of  his  coun- 
trymen, who  I  understand  has  since  died.  He  is  very  feeble,  and  will 
probably  die  at  the  poor  house  of  phthisis. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  June,  1847,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  Vallet 
(whose  husband  had  the  charge  of  the  farm  and  of  the  poor  house). 
Mrs.  V.  was  a  slender  woman,  subject  to  pain  in  the  stomach  and  vomit- 
irif.  She  was  afflicted  with  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  chronic  diar- 
rhoea. When  I  first  saw  her,  she  complained  of  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  stomach,  in  which  was  tenderness  on  pressure.  She  was  vomiting 
continually.  Pulse  100,  skin  dry.  She  had  not  been  well  for  three  or 
four  davs,  and  she  attributed  her  indisposition  to  care  and  unusual  exer- 
tion. The  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  were  better  about  the  sixth  day  after 
the  attack ;  no  tenderness  over  the  epigastrium  ;  the  tongue  looked  very 
well ;  she  was  thirsty  at  times  ;  pulse  intermittent,  and  she  complained  of 
general  distress.  She  died  the  eighth  day.  Her  mint!  was  perfectly 
clear  to  the  last.  I  did  not  consider  her  disease  ship  fever,  though  the 
public  have  got  the  impression  that  she  died  of  typhus. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  Dr.  Knight  was  expected  to  visit  his  patients  at 
the  poor  house.  As  he  did  not  come,  the  next  day  inquiry  was  made, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  sick.  Dr.  A.  Ballou  and  Dr.  U.  Par- 
sons saw  him.  I  did  not  see  him,  neither  do  I  know  anything  about  the 
treatment  in  his  case,  though  I  was  informed  that  he  bled  himself  largely 
at  the  onset.  He  died  on  the  16th  of  June,  the  eighth  day  from  the 
attack. 

During  my  first  visit  to  Mrs.  V.  I  was  requested  to  see  Ann,  the  maid, 
who  was  said  not  to  be  very  well.  I  found  her  case  to  be  fever,  pulse 
100,  skin  dry,  tongue  coated  and  inclined  to  dryness.  She  complained 
of  headache,  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  and  had  not  been  well  for  two 
days.  As  it  was  night,  she  being  in  pain  and  restless,  I  prescribed  a  full 
dose  of  pulv.  Doveri.  In  the  morning,  found  her  in  less  distress,  although 
she  was  sure  she  should  die.  She  had  a  tolerable  night.  Prescribed  a 
cathartic,  and  after  its  operation  she  was  to  take  a  weak  solution  of  tart, 
antim.  and  sul.  morph.  once  in  three  hours.  Next  day  her  tongue  was 
very  dry  and  coated  ;  pulse  120;  no  delirium.  Prescribed  a  solution  of 
nit.  potass,  in  gum  water,  so  that  she  took  about  five  grains  of  the  salt 
every  four  hours.  Her  drinks  consisted  of  as  much  cold  water  as  she  de- 
sired, weak  tea,  bread  wrater,  gruel,  he.  About  the  seventh  day  she  was 
much  debilitated.  She  took  the  gum  water  with  less  nitre.  On  this  day 
Dr.  U.  Parsons  and  Dr.  A.  Ballou  saw  her.  It  was  suggested  that  she  take 
small  doses  of  protoch.  hyd.  and  camphor  water.  The  calomel  purged 
her,  and  was  discontinued  next  morning.  Prescribed  nourishing  drinks, 
camphor,  sal.  nitre,  small  doses  of  ipecac,  and  weak  rum  sling.  Her 
fever  continued  to  rage ;  pulse  was  small  and  frequent ;  her  mouth 
filled  w  ith  a  thick  sordes,  but  her  mind  clear,  except  she  was  very  stupid. 
On  the  evening  of  the  tenth  day  I  found  her  covered  from  head  to  foot 
with  a  scarlet  rash,  her  skin  rough  and  dry,  pulse  small.    She  was  now 
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delirious.  Recommended  her  to  drink  freely  of  gum  and  camphor  water, 
and  take  a  little  wine.  Ann  was  decidedly  better  the  next  morning,  and 
has  been  rapidly  improving  ever  since. 

I  have  given  you  the  principal  treatment  in  her  case,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  cold  ablutions,  which  were  employed  in  all  cases  at  least 
twice  daily,  and  in  the  more  severe  cases  much  more  frequently.  When 
the  head  was  hot,  cold  was  applied  to  that  part,  and  sinapisms  to  the 
extremities. 

Mr.  Vallet  was  indisposed,  but  on  the  7th  of  June  he  attended  to  his 
ordinary  duties.  The  next  day,  his  wife  being  sick,  he  was  obliged  to 
look  for  help.  He  rode  all  day,  and  came  home  at  night  much  fatigued ; 
had  no  inclination  for  food  ;  complained  of  pain  in  the  bowels  and  diar- 
rhoea. The  next  day  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  continue  his  exer- 
tions. I  was  at  the  house  in  the  evening,  and  being  apprehensive  that 
he  would  have  a  fever,  I  urged  him  to  take  medicine,  and  not  expose 
himself  further.  He  took  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  that  night,  also  a  Dover's 
powder  alter  its  operation.  In  the  morning  I  found  him  much  prostrated, 
laboring  under  all  the  symptoms  of  severe  typhoid  fever.  The  diarrhoea 
was  no  better.  Prescribed  lime  water,  boiled  flour,  gum  water,  he,  for 
drinks,  and  he  was  to  take  the  following  powder  once  in  two  or  three 
hours: — Pol  v.  Doveri,  grs.  xij.  ;  acet.  plumbi,  grs.  vj.  M.  Div.  into 
six  powders.  Next  day  his  symptoms  were  about  as  they  have  been 
described,  except  the  diarrhoea  was  not  so  bad. 

June  10th. — Pulse  small  (130) ;  surface  of  the  body  hot ;  the  tongue, 
which  had  been  moist  and  white,  was  now  dry  and  brown.  He  was 
delirious.  Prescribed  a  teaspoonful  of  spts.  nitre  every  three  hours,  cold  to 
the  head,  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  and  recommended  his  nurse  to  wash  him 
all  over  in  cold  water  twice  daily.  He  grew  worse.  The  seventh  day 
of  his  sickness  Dr.  U.  Parsons  saw  him.  F rom  that  time  the  plan  of 
treatment  was  of  a  decidedly  stimulating  character.  It  consisted  in  the 
free  administration  of  wine  whey,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  capsicum,  qui- 
nine, &,c.    He  died  on  the  17th  of  June. 

Without  doubt  the  exposure  that  this  patient  suffered  rendered  his  fever 
more  violent.  He  "  took  a  sweat,"  his  sister  says,  and  was  out  the 
next  day  in  the  rain.  Mrs.  Vallet,  mother  of  the  patient,  says  she  lost 
a  son  last  fall  of  the  same  disease.  She  says  their  symptoms  were  alike. 
The  attending  physician  called  the  fever  typhus,  and  Dr.  Smith,  of  Sut- 
ton, who  was  called  in  consultation,  said  it  was  the  "  English  typhus  fe- 
ver." She  also  informs  me  that  the  "  spots "  on  them  were  alike. 
Now  this  son  was  a  farmer  in  Burrilville ;  it  was  nearly  a  year  ago  ; 
his  case,  therefore,  could  not  have  been  ship  fever. 

Besides  those  already  mentioned,  I  have  had  three  other  cases  at  the 
Asylum.  The  fever  was  of  the  same  character,  but  of  milder  type. 
The  treatment  in  those  cases  has  been  an  occasional  cathartic,  small 
doses  of  calomel  and  antimony,  sal.  nitre,  ipecac,  he. 

I  have  seen  several  of  these  mild  cases  at  Manville  during  the  last 
spring  months.    Emigrants,  who  have  friends  here,  have  come  to  this 
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village  soon  after  landing.  The  disease  has  not  spread  in  those  families 
where  these  emigrants  have  remained  during  their  sickness. 

The  treatment  of  this  fever  must  depend  altogether  on  the  peculiarities 
of  the  case.  The  type  of  the  disease,  the  constitution  and  age  of  the 
patient,  all  have  a  modifying  influence.  I  have  not  seen  a  case  that  re- 
quired the  lancet  or  even  local  bleeding.  The  most  dangerous  cases 
would  be  aggravated  by  the  abstraction  of  blood  in  any  way. 

Emetics  I  should  think  were  highly  useful  at  the  onset.  If  there  was 
a  strong  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  three  or  four  leeches  might 
be  applied  with  safety,  and  perhaps  advantage,  before  the  emetic  is  given. 
I  should  employ  ipecac,  in  most  cases. 

Cathartic  medicines  are  proper  remedies  during  the  first  stage  of  the 
fever,  but  they  should  be  used  sparingly.  I  have  found  one  or  two  doses 
of  laxative  medicine  sufficient  for  most  persons  in  this  disorder,  unless  the 
bowels  were  unusually  costive. 

Diaphoretics  are  of  great  service ;  when  there  was  not  much  prostra- 
tion, when  the  febrile  symptoms  were  considerable,  I  employed  antimony 
in  small  doses,  either  alone  or  combined  with  nitre  or  opium.  Or  I  ad- 
ministered ipecac,  with  sal.  nitre.  I  often  gave  the  nit.  pot.,  per  se.  I 
used  it  in  the  bad  cases  with  a  view  to  its  antiseptic  properties.  I  have 
made  extensive  use  of  the  nitrate  of  potash  in  typhoid  fever,  and  I  esteem 
it  one  of  our  most  important  remedies.  Under  its  influence,  the  skin  and 
tongue  keep  moist,  the  kidneys  are  stimulated  into  action,  the  pulse  is 
softened,  and  the  burning  heat  of  the  body  relieved.  Nitre  is  a  power- 
ful antiseptic.  The  medicines  mentioned  above  all  have  a  tendency  to 
loosen  the  bowels.  While  using  them  I  have  not  often  found  it  necessary 
to  give  cathartics  ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  frequently  been  obliged  to 
give  opium  when  it  could  be  borne,  or  some  astringent,  to  prevent  too 
loose  a  state  of  the  bowels.  When  the  diarrhoea  was  very  troublesome, 
I  used  minute  doses  of  opium  and  lead,  alternated  with  a  teaspoonful  of 
spts.  nit.  dulc. 

Blisters  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  apply.  Sinapisms  to  the  feet 
and  ankles  were  kept  on  in  most  instances. 

In  the  early  stage  of  fever  there  is  much  good  to  be  derived  from  affu- 
sions or  ablutions.  I  think  many  bad  cases  need  no  other  treatment,  after 
an  emetic  or  cathartic  has  been  ofiven,  until  the  sinking  sta^e  comes  on, 
when  stimulants  will  be  required,  such  as  wine,  quinine,  capsicum,  am- 
monia, he. 

The  external  use  of  cold  water  should  not  be  continued  too  long,  nor 
should  the  use  of  stimulants  be  too  early ;  but  as  soon  as  the  general 
febrile  heat  begins  to  subside,  water  should  be  applied  with  more  caution, 
and  the  treatment  be  a  little  stimulating.  As  the  surface  of  the  body 
gets  cooler,  we  should  substitute  tepid  for  cold  water,  and  resort  to  wine 
whey,  ammonia,  he. 

The  clothing  of  the  patient  should  be  often  changed,  the  bed-clothes 
aired,  the  room  ventilated,  the  floor  sprinkled  frequently  with  warm  vine- 
gar, and  the  patient  should  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible. 

The  chief  prophylactic  measures  are  cleanliness,  free  ventilation,  absti- 
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nence  from  bad  food  and  stimulating  drinks,  avoiding  close  rooms  and 
night  watchings,  having  a  nourishing  diet,  and  the  frequent  ablutions 
of  the  body  in  cold  water.  Cold  ablutions  are  spoken  of  by  various 
writers  as  being  an  important  agent  of  this  class.  So  are  fumigations 
of  nitric  acid,  vinegar,  he.  We  have  had  no  new  cases  at  the  poor 
house  since  the  house  was  cleansed,  whitewashed,  he. 

The  poor  house  is  situated  on  high  ground,  commanding  a  view,  east 
and  west,  of  at  least  a  mile  each  way.  The  road  runs  north  and  south 
(or  nearly  in  that  direction),  and  descends  gradually  for  the  first  mile  to 
the  south.  I  know  of  no  pond  near  it,  nor  any  receptacle  of  filth. 
There  is  no  wood-land  near.  The  house  is  ventilated  by  means  of  nu- 
merous windows  and  outside  doors,  which  have  been  kept  open  for  the 
last  two  weeks  in  most  of  the  rooms.  It  was  not  thoroughly  cleansed  till 
after  I  had  charge  of  the  patients. 

The  Selectmen  have  taken  no  action  on  the  subject ;  but  the  overseer 
of  the  poor  has  provided  a  hospital  at  Woonsocket  for  fever  patients 
(emigrants),  and  I  understand  there  are  two  cases  of  the  disease  at  this 
hospital. 

[Dr.  Leonard  adds,  June  28th,  1847—] 

There  have  no  new  cases  occurred  at  the  poor  house,  nor  on  Cumber- 
land Hill,  since  I  wrote,  though  many  have  been  exposed  to  the  infection. 

A  ship-load  of  emigrants  was  landed  at  New  York  last  week,  and 
six  of  the  passengers,  who  had  friends  at  Albion  Village,  found  their 
way  there  last  Saturday.  Two  are  now  sick  with  what  I  suppose  to  be 
the  fever.  There  are  three  cases  of  ship  fever  at  Woonsocket,  in  the 
hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Dickinson,  of  that  place.  I  understand 
that  there  are  about  fifteen  cases  in  all  at  Woonsocket. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  ship  fever  at  the  poor  house,  except 
in  the  instance  of  Mr.  Vallet  ;  the  other  patients  are  doing  well. 

If  this  fever  is  the  typhus  of  British  authors,  why  is  it  not  more  con- 
tagious ?  Dr.  Marsh,  Physician  to  St.  Stephens's  Hospital,  he.,  in  his 
"  Observations  upon  the  Origin  and  Latent  Period  of  Fever,"  gives 
several  cases  in  proof  of  the  contagiousness  of  typhus.  In  the  majority 
of  his  cases,  the  patients  had  the  disease  immediately  after  exposure.  "  The 
heavy  disagreeable  odor  arising  from  a.  person,  affected  with  the  disorder," 
&c,  in  some  instances  instantly  caused  headache  and  rigors,  followed  by 
fever  ;  others  were  seized  during  the  flrst  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours 
after  exposure.  Twelve  cases  are  reported.  In  all  these  the  exposed 
persons  were  aware  that  they  had  caught  the  infection  the  moment  they 
inhaled  it ;  most  of  them  fell  sick  as  soon  as  the  next  day. 

Now,  this  does  not  correspond  with  the  appearances  and  results  of  the 
present  fever.  Those  who  had  the  care  of  Dr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Vallet, 
realized  offensive  "  odors,"  he. ;  but  as  yet  no  one  has  taken  the  fever, 
and  the  long  period  of  three  or  four  weeks  has  elapsed  since  a  hundred 
(at  least),  of  both  sexes,  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  were  exposed  to  ^he 
infection. 
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REMOVAL  OF  A  LARGE  SCIRRHOUS  TESTICLE  FROM  A  MAN  WHILE 
UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS. 

^Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  the  operation  was  a  young  man,  24  years  of  age.  He 
bad  been  afflicted  with  an  enlargement  of  the  testicle  for  about  a  year 
past.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  the  disease  progressed  so  rapidly  that 
the  lower  portion  of  the  gland  and  scrotum  became  gangrenous  and 
sloughed.  The  case  was  highly  unfavorable  in  every  respect,  yet  be- 
lieving extirpation  to  be  the  only  means  which  could  save  the  man's  life, 
the  operation  was  performed  on  the  I7th  of  August,  the  protoxide  of 
nitrogen  having  been  previously  administered  by  Dr.  Wells,  the  discoverer. 
The  patient  commenced  inhaling  the  gas  at  half  past  1  o'clock,  P.  M.„ 
and  after  about,  one  minute  from  this  time  the  operation  was  commenced. 
At  the  first  incision  there  was  a  slight  manifestation  of  pain  (the  full 
effect  of  the  gas  not  having  yet  been  received),  but  from  this  instant 
until  the  diseased  mass  was  removed,  and  all  the  bloodvessels  secured 
(there  being  quite  a  number  which  required  ligatures),  there  was  not  the 
slightest  consciousness  of  pain  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  We  were  satisfied 
that  this  was  the  fact  during  the  operation,  from  the  placid  and  happy  ex- 
pression of  his  countenance,  from  the  entire  absence  of  all  muscular  ef- 
forts, and  from  the  natural  and  Unexcited  state  of  the  pulse  (this  having 
remained  without  any  apparent  variation  during  the  whole  period).  The 
operation  was  necessarily  tedious  and  protracted  on  account  of  the  great 
size  of  the  gland,  the  extensive  and  firm  adhesions  of  the  integuments 
to  the  diseased  structure,  and  the  unnatural  enlargement  of  several  arte- 
ries which  required  ligature.  The  whole  period  consumed,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  operation  until  the  vessels  were  secured,  was  not 
far  from  fifteen  minutes.  On  questioning  the  patient  afterwards,  he  as- 
serted that  be  experienced  a  slightly  painful  sensation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  incision,  but  from  that  time  until  the  dressings  were  ap- 
plied he  was  entirely  unconscious  of  any  pain  ! 

After  the  operation,  he  expressed  himself  as  feeling  perfectly  well.  ex> 
cept  some  smarting  in  the  wound  ;  no  pain  or  other  unpleasant  feeling 
in  the  head  or  any  other  part  of  the  body  ;  pulse  regular  and  natural)  as 
before  the  operation. 

August  18th. — Since  the  operation,  the  patient  has  suffered  no  pain  or 
other  unpleasant  symptoms.  Pulse  82,  and  moderately  firm.  Expresses  a 
strong  affection  for  the  gas-bag,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  retain  it  in  his 
possession  as  the  grand  balm  for  the  pains  and  troubles  of  this  life. 

The  above  case  affords  additional  testimony  (if  this  was  required)  that 
the  nitrous  oxide  is  capable  of  banishing  sensibility  in  the  most  severe 
operations,  and  that,  too,  without  exposing  the  patient  to  any  of  the  un- 
toward effects  which  result  from  the  use  of  ether.  The  latter  article 
exerts  a  more  deleterious  effect  upon  the  nervous  system  than  the  former, 
as  is  indicated  by  the  pain  in  the  head,  lassitude,  &c,  which  follow  its 
use.  Another  still  more  important  objection  to  the  Use  of  ether,  arises 
from  its  injurious  effect  upon  the  blood.    It  has  been  found  by  expeti- 
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merit  that  the  arterial  blood  becomes  highly  charged  with  carbon  after  the 
inhalation.  The  effect  of  this  upon  the  system  must  be  very  injurious  ; 
for  unless  the  due  proportion  of  oxygen  be  retained  in  the  arterial  blood, 
diminished  nervous  force  and  vital  energy,  with  other  states  which  at  least 
predispose  to  disease,  must  be  induced. 

The  above  objections  will  not  hold  good  in  relation  to  the  nitrous 
oxide,  as  its  constituents  are  the  same  as  common  air  with  an  increased 
proportion  of  oxygen  ;  while  the  ether  bears  no  analogy  to  the  air,  and 
will  therefore  be  more  prone  to  give  rise  to  injurious  consequences.  The 
effect  of  ether  upon  the  circulatory  vessels  is  in  the  first  instance  ex- 
tremely violent,  succeeded  by  an  alarming  state  of  depression  in  their  ac- 
tion. The  effect  of  the  gas  is  much  milder  upon  these  vessels,  and 
never  need  be  carried  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  followed  by  any 
depression. 

When  Dr.  Wells  made  the  great  discovery,  in  1841,  that  the  inhala- 
tion of  nitrous  oxide  gas  would  render  the  body  entirely  insensible  to  the 
pain  of  surgical  operations,  the  question  suggested  itself  to  me,  as  well 
as  some  others,  of  this  city,  whether  sulphuric  ether  might  not  answer  as 
good  a  purpose  as  the  gas.  This  subject  was  fully  discussed  at  that 
time  by  a  number  of  professional  men  here,  and  a  trial  made  with  the 
ether ;  but  the  general  opinion  was  then  formed,  that  the  nitrous  oxide 
was  on  many  accounts  preferable.  Numerous  trials  with  both  these  sub- 
stances, from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  have  demonstrated  conclu- 
sively that  this  opinion  was  correct. 

1  am  informed  by  Dr.  J.  JVJ.  Riggs,  of  this  city,  that  he  has  used 
the  gas  constantly  since  Nov.,  1814,  and  with  uniform  success.  He  has 
performed  more  than  one  hundred  dental  operations  on  patients  while  un- 
der its  influence,  and  with  more  uniform  success  than  has  resulted  from 
the  use  of  the  ether. 

Dr.  Wells  has  used  the  gas  in  only  about  fifty  instances,  on  account  of 
his  relinquishing  his  professional  business  for  a  time.  We  are  assured  by 
both  these  gentlemen,  that  in  no  instance  have  they  been  troubled  by 
muscular  efforts  on  the  part  of  their  patients.  Indeed,  it  may  be  assert- 
ed with  safety,  that  so  far  as  muscular  action  is  concerned,  it  possesses  a 
decided  advantage  over  the  ether.  We  are  aware  that  it  has  been  impu- 
dently asserted  by  certain  interested  persons,  who  have  never  given  the 
protoxide  a  trial  in  an  operation,  that  the  patient  will  become  "dancing 
mad,"  &lc.  he.  But  facts  prove  this  to  be  far  from  the  truth.  So  far, 
then,  the  gas  is  preferable  to  the  ether. 

Another  superiority  which  it  possesses  over  the  ether,  is  that  its  after- 
effects are  far  less  unpleasant — less  headache,  less  lassitude,  and  less  de- 
pression of  the  nervous  system,  always  resulting  from  its  use.  Ether 
generally  causes  troublesome  choking  and  cough  ;  the  gas  scarcely  ever. 
Ether  is  objectionable  on  account  of  the  unpleasant  smell  which  it  com- 
municates to  the  room  ;  the  gas  possesses  no  disagreeable  odor.  Ether 
abstracts  largely  from  the  oxygen  of  the  arterial  blood,  thus  becoming  a 
direct  source  of  disease;  the  gas  has  no  such  effect.  Ether  gives  rise  to 
pains  in  the  head,  lassitude,  impaired  vital  energy,  and  other  symptoms indi- 
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eating  serious  depression  of  the  nervous  system  ;  the  gas  rarely  produces  any 
of  these  effects,  end  if  ever,  only  in  a  slight  degree,  in  order  to  produce 
the  full  effect  of  the  ether,  it  is  customary  to  reduce  the  patient  to  a  state 
of  stupor ;  the  gas  is  capable  of  rendering  the  body  entirely  insensible  to 
the  pain  of  the  most  severe  surgical  operation,  without  putting  the  pa- 
tient to  sleep,  or  earning  any  stupor  !  We  have  often  observed  patients 
watch  the  progress  of  severe  operations  upon  their  own  persons,  with 
countenances  as  smiling  and  happy  as  if  they  were  enjoying  a  delightful 
treat. 

We  firmly  believe  that  the  gas  would  have  long  since  entirely  su- 
perseded the  use  of  the  ether,  had  it  not  been  for  the  trouble  attending  its 
preparation.  We  trust,  however,  that  in  future  this  slight  inconvenience 
will  not  prevent  the  surgeon,  who  has  the  welfare  of  his  patient  at  heart, 
from  making  use  of  the  agent  so  manifestly  superior  in  its  effects. 

The  State  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  which  has  just  closed  its  session, 
has,  after  a  due  consideration  of  the  evidences,  fully  recognized  Dr. 
Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford,  as  the  sole  discoverer,  and  have  passed  him 
a  vote  of  thanks  for  this  great  discovery,  which  consists,  as  the  vote  ex- 
presses it,  in  the  use  of  "  nitrous  oxide  gas  or  ether  in  surgical  opera* 
tions"  Thus  the  question  of  priority  is  finally  settled  by  legislative  en- 
actment. E.  E.  Marcy,  M.D. 

Hartford,  August  21,  1847. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  GREY  HAIR  REGAINED  ITS  NATURAL  COLOR. 

By  Robeit  J.  Graves,  M.D.,  Dublin. 

A  field  officer  in  a  distinguished  regiment  bad  served  for  many  years  in 
tropical  climates  ;  had  undergone  the  fatigues  of  the  Burmese  and  other 
subsequent  campaigns  in  the  East  Indies,  during  which  he  contracted 
dysentery  and  fever,  and  various  maladies  peculiar  to  hot  countries;  and 
finally,  after  many  years'  service,  was  obliged  to  return  to  Ireland  for  the 
purpose  of  regaining  his  health.  When  he  consulted  me  he  was  worn 
and  emaciated,  and  complained  much  of  dyspeptic  and  nervous  symp- 
toms, with  a  constant  tendency  to  bowel  complaint.  He  was  then  48 
years  of  age,  and  his  hair  had,  during  a  few  years  preceding,  become 
quite  white  ;  while  his  forehead,  parts  of  his  cheeks,  and  back  of  the 
neck  and  shoulders,  presented  many  large  maculae  of  a  brown  color, 
nearly  as  deep  as  the  areola  around  the  nipple  of  a  pregnant  woman.  In 
the  course  of  four  years  he  visited  me  again,  having  during  the  interval 
remained  with  the  depot  of  his  regiment  in  England,  and  gradually  re- 
gained his  health  under  the  influence  of  regimen  and  his  native  air.  On 
his  second  visit  I  scarcely  recognized  my  former  patient.  He  had  be- 
come robust  and  healthy-looking,  and  the  maculae  had  altogether  disap- 
peared, while  his  hair  had  regained  its  original  brown  color;  not  a  single 
grey  hair  remained.  The  hair  is  now  soft  and  silky,  and  has  continued 
of  its  natural  color  during  the  last  two  years ;  but  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  whiskers  have  remained  white. 
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In  the  year  1837  I  was  called  by  Dr.  Beauchamp  to  see  a  gentleman, 
aged  67,  laboring  under  the  then  prevalent  influenza.  He  was  a  strong, 
hirsute  man,  and  his  chest  was  covered  with  long  white  hair,  which  had 
been  black  in  his  youth.  We  blistered  him  on  ihe  chest,  and  when  he 
recovered  from  the  disease  the  hair  on  the  part  that  had  been  blistered 
grew  again,  but  was  now  quite  black,  and  has  continued  so  since.  I 
need  scarcely  add,  that  he  is  very  proud  of  this  unexpected  symptom  of 
returning  youth,  and  readily  exhibits  to  the  curious  this  portion  of  his 
chest. 

In  the  year  1845,  Mr.  Daly,  of  Henry  street,  consulted  me  in  the 
case  of  a  robust  shopkeeper,  aged  about  35,  who  had  a  slight  attack 
of  apoplexy,  followed  by  incomplete  hemiplegia.  As  the  disease  exhibit- 
ed a  tendency  to  relapse,  we  judged  it  necessary  to  establish  a  perma- 
nent drain  from  the  vertex,  to  which  a  blister  the  size  of  a  crown-piece 
was  applied,  and  the  surface  was  made  to  discharge  for  several  months 
by  means  of  Albespgyre's  plaster.  When  his  recovery  was  complete, 
the  blistered  part  was  allowed  to  heal.  I  should  have  remarked  that 
this  gentleman  was  perfectly  bald  on  his  forehead,  vertex  and  templesj 
and  the  skin  of  the  scalp  was  smooth  and  shining.  A  few  weeks  after 
the  blister  was  healed,  a  growth  of  hair  took  place,  in  the  form  of  a  ring, 
encircling  the  blistered  surface  at  the  distance  of  two  lines* 

Miss  M.,  affected  for  many  years  with  tinea  capitis  and  psorophthal- 
mia.  The  hair  on  the  vertex  had  become  quite  grey,  and  there  were 
several  bald  spots  in  the  neighborhood.  She  was  recommended  by  Mr» 
Wilde  to  use  the  common  gas-water  as  a  lotion  to  her  head.  After  a 
long-continued  use  of  the  remedy  >  the  hair  grew  on  the  bald  spots,  and 
both  it  and  that  orl  all  the  affected  parts  recovered  the  natural  color. 
This  was  the  more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  the  parts  of  the  head  to 
which  the  remedy  was  not  applied  are  still  covered  with  grey  hair.  Mr» 
Wilde  observed  a  similar  restoration  of  the  color  of  the  hair  from  the 
Use  of  Donovan's  brown  citrine  ointment. 

Mr.  B.,  aged  about  35,  when  first  seen,  six  years  ago,  had  hair  of  a 
greyish  color,  from  the  intermixture  of  black  and  white  hairs,  the  latter  in 
comparatively  very  small  number.  He  complained  that  his  hair  had  been 
getting  grey  and  falling  out  for  some  time  previous,  which  he  ascribed  to 
bad  health,  consequent  on  impaired  digestion.  Twelve  months  after- 
Wards  the  grey  hairs  had  entirely  disappeared,  his  health  and  strength 
having,  in  the  meantime,  much  improved,  chiefly  by  travelling. 

Mrs.  aged  35,  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  fever,  after  re- 
covery from  which  her  hair  turned  quite  grey,  and  began  to  fall  out. 
The  head  was  then  shaved,  and  the  shaving  was  repeated  several 
times,  after  which  there  was  an  abundant  growth  of  hair  of  the  original 
auburn  color. 

Dr.  Stokes  has  communicated  to  me  the  following  fact  relative  to  the 
hair,  and  which  forms  a  singular  exception  to  what  is  Usually  observed  in 
phthisis*  A  young  lady,  of  fair  complexion  and  dark  hair,  became  con- 
sumptive^  anJ  her  luxuriant  hair  rapidly  fell  and  deteriorated,  being  re- 
placed by  a  thin,  woolly,  coarse  crop.    The  tubercular  disease  proceeded 
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slowly,  lasting  about  fourteen  months.  About  six  weeks  before  her 
death,  a  new  crop  of  hair  appeared,  if  possible  more  beautiful  than  her 
original  hair,  and  grew  with  such  unexampled  rapidity,  that  at  the  period 
of  her  death  she  had  a  splendid  head  of  hair.  Physiologically  it  is  de- 
serving of  remark,  that  though  this  young  lady  had  considerably  emaciat- 
ed in  her  body  and  limbs,  her  face  and  features  preserved  all  the  rotundity 
and  plumpness  of  beauty  ;  the  scalp,  therefore,  was,  in  all  probability, 
by  no  means  deficient  in  nourishment.  The  unexpected  appearance  of 
hair  excited  vain  hopes  in  the  breast  of  the  poor  patient  and  her  friends, 
who  could  not  be  persuaded  that  this  new  product  of  life  was  but  the 
forerunner  of  death. 

A  friend  of  mine,  a  practitioner  of  great  experience,  now  residing  in 
Athy,  came  to  Dublin  to  consult  me  while  this  paper  was  in  the  press. 
He  is  70  years  old,  and  labors  under  various  nervous  symptoms,  which 
commenced  about  two  years  ago,  with  hemicrania  of  the  right  side 
of  the  head,  attended  with  a  singular  and  exquisitely  painful  aflection 
of  the  right  half  of  the  scalp,  which  was  as  sore  as  possible  to  the 
touch,  and  each  hair  in  it  felt,  as  my  friend  expressed  it,  like  a  minute 
poniard  implanted  in  the  skin.  Nothing  could  exceed  his  agony  for  four 
days  and  nights,  during  which  he  never  closed  an  eye  ;  at  last  a  minute 
pustule,  that  soon  desiccated,  appeared  round  each  hair,  and  in  a  few 
days  his  scalp  got  well.  During  the  height  of  the  disease  the  engaged 
half  of  the  scalp  was  red,  but  not  erysipelatous.  As  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand this  remarkable  and  rare  case,  it  must  be  considered  as  an  acute 
inflammation  of  the  bulbs  of  the  hair : — strange  enough,  it  was  not  fol- 
lowed by  a  falling  out  of  the  hair. 

Whatever  opinion  the  reader  may  have  formed  as  to  the  relative  value 
of  the  various  theories  formed  to  account  for  the  growth  and  color  of  the 
hair,  it  seems  clear  that  some  practical  deductions  follow  from  the  fore- 
going facts.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  evident  that  the  growth  and  color 
of  the  hair  may  be  most  beneficially  influenced  by  the  application  of 
stimulants  to  the  skin  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  numerous  cases 
of  baldness  and  want  of  color  would  yield  to  such  an  application  of 
stimulants,  if  we  only  knew  how  to  proportion  the  quantity  of  stimulants 
to  the  exigencies  of  each  individual  case.  There  is  here  a  difficulty, 
probably  insuperable,  but  which  still  we  should  try  to  surmount.  Cer-. 
tain  it  is  that  many  popular  remedies  which  enjoy  a  great  reputation v 
contain  a  combination  of  oily  and  stimulating  substances,  such  as  castor 
oil,  goose-grease  and  tincture  of  cantharides.  This  composition,  with  the 
addition  of  a  little  sweet-smelling  essential  oil,  often  exerts,  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  decidedly  beneficial  effect  when  rubbed  into  the  roots  of  the  hair 
by  means  of  a  piece  of  flannel.  The  quantity  of  the  tincture  of  can-* 
tharides  should  not  exceed  3j.  to  §  j.,  and  our  object  should  be  by  each 
application  to  produce  a  slight  evanescent  redness  while  the  skin  remains 
anointed  with  oil.  When  it  is  believed  to  be  essential  to  produce  a  rapid 
desquamation  of  the  epidermis,  short  of  vesication,  I  know  no  better- 
means  than  painting  over  the  surface  with  the  tincture  of  iodine  every 
third  or  fourth,  (Jay,    A  good  pomade  for  the  hair  consists  of  equal  parts 
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of  castor  oil  and  lard,  with  the  addition  of  attar  of  roses,  about  eight 
drops  to  four  ounces. 

To  many  it  may  appear  trifling  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  practi- 
cal physician  to  dwell  so  much  on  this  topic  ;  but  in  truth  mankind  have 
always  attached  much  importance  to  this  ornament  of  the  human  body  ; 
and  grey  hairs  and  baldness  are  to  many  quite  as  appalling  as  real  disease, 
or  even  death.  This  feeling  is  not  confined  to  the  moderns,  for  we  find 
the  poets  and  the  moralists  of  antiquity  abound  in  passages  to  the  same 
effect.  The  physician  who  has  witnessed  the  strange  degradation  of  ap- 
pearance which  follows  the  shaving  of  the  female  head  in  fever,  must 
acknowledge  that  the  grief  of  the  ancient  widow  who  laid  her  tresses  on 
the  tomb  of  her  deceased  husband,  had  at  least  a  greater  show  of  poig- 
nancy than  is  exhibited  by  our  modern  ladies,  who  on  these  occasions 
partially  conceal,  but  never  destroy,  this  cherished  ornament.  And  they 
are  probably  right,  for  the  operation  of  natural  causes  renders  the  growth 
of  hair  slower  than  the  decrease  of  sorrow.  1  was  not  aware  of  the 
great  degree  of  beauty  which  the  hair  imparts,  until  Mr.  Clibborn  showed 
me,  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  a  skull  of  a  Peruvian  female,  in  which 
the  bones  of  the  face  and  forehead  were  as  usual  exposed,  but  the  desic- 
cated scalp  still  bore  a  luxuriant  crop  of  flowing  ringlets,  which  imparted 
no  small  degree  of  beauty  even  to  this  death's  head.  I  may  here  men- 
tion, that  I  once  attended  a  lady  upwards  of  80  years  of  age,  who  ex- 
hibited all  the  usual  appearances  of  withered  senility,  but  who  had  a 
magnificent  head  of  coal-black  hair.  Contrary  to  what  might  be  expect- 
ed, she  bitterly  deplored  the  circumstance,  for  this  emblem  of  youth  was 
but  ill  assorted  with  every  other  external  sign  of  old  age.  "  Two  years 
ago,"  said  my  patient,  "  my  maid,  in  combing  me,  discovered  a  grey 
hair.  I  was  overjoyed,  and  hoped  that  others  would  speedily  follow,  but 
none  have  appeared  since."  She  was  the  only  person  who  ever  asked 
me  for  a  receipt  to  turn  the  hair  grey. 

We  are  aware  that  the  least  highly-organized  tissues  are  capable  of 
being  reproduced  after  being  destroyed  ;  now  many  facts  have  come  un- 
der my  notice  which  seem  to  authorize  the  conclusion,  that  when  the 
original  stock  of  bulbs  has  been  destroyed  in  the  scalp,  a  new  stock  is 
frequently  manufactured  by  the  powers  of  nature,  and  thus  an  entirely 
new  crop  of  hair  arises.  It  is  well  known  that  cases  have  occurred 
where  supernumerary  teeth  have  been  produced  ;  and,  in  the  celebrated 
Countess  of  Desmond,  it  was  asserted  that  when  the  adult  set  of  teeth 
failed  from  old  age,  a  rejuvenescence  took  place,  and  a  third  set  of  teeth 
appeared.  I  was  always  inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  until 
my  friend  Dr.  Curran  related  to  me  the  following  particulars  respecting  his 
great-grandmother,  Mrs.  VVaterworth.  She  had  always  been  a  remarka- 
bly healthy  woman,  was  extremely  active  in  her  habits,  and  died,  appa- 
rently, of  mere  senility,  aged  95.  When  about  80,  her  sight,  which  for 
fifteen  years  previously  had  been  so  weak  as  to  prevent  her  reading, 
became  so  completely  restored,  that  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  could, 
without  spectacles,  thread  the  finest  needle,  and  read  without  fatigue  or 
difficulty  the  very  smallest  print ;  she  about  the  same  time  got  a  com- 
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pletely  new  set  of  teeth.  The  exact  number  of  teeth  that  grew  at  this 
unusual  period  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  but  of  the  fact,  as 
stated  above,  there  can  be  no  doubt  .  This  rejuvenescence  was  not 
consequent  on  any  change  of  place  or  habits,  but  it  was  accompanied  by 
a  very  considerable  increase  of  strength,  which  continued  to  the  last. 
Dr.  Curran  has  a  very  curious  copy  of  Mr.  Easton's  valuable  work  on 
Longevity,  in  which  the  author  has  added  in  manuscript  notes  many  in- 
teresting particulars  respecting  Mary  How,  of  Mapleton,  Derbyshire, 
who  at  the  age  of  110,  got  several  new  teeth,  whilst  her  hair  resumed  its 
former  color  ;  Peter  Bryan,  of  Tynan,  County  Tyrone,  who  cut  several 
teeth  at  the  age  of  1 17 ;  Lady  Angelique  Domengieux  de  Sempe, 
of  Nouiliac,  in  France,  who  got  teeth  at  90,  and  lived  thirteen  years 
afterwards;  Margaret  Melville,  of  Kelle,  Fifeshire,  who  lived  to  117, 
and  got  teeth  at  100;  John  Minniken,  of  Maryport,  Cumberland,  whose 
hair  grew  so  abundantly  in  his  old  age,  that  twenty  wigs  were  made  of 
it  between  his  80th  and  1 1 2th  year  ;  and  many  similar  instances,  of  many 
of  which  Mr.  Easton  was  himself  cognizant.  These  cases  are,  perhaps, 
not  more  extraordinary  than  that  the  costal  cartilages  should  not  have 
been  ossified  in  the  case  of  Old  Parr,  who  lived  to  152,  a  fact  for  which 
we  have  the  authority  of  a  committee  of  the  Royal  Society  (among 
whom  was  the  great  Harvey)  appointed  to  make  the  post-mortem  exa- 
mination. As  an  example  of  somewhat  similar  exception  to  general 
rules,  Dr.  Curran  permits  me  to  mention  the  case  of  his  friend,  Dr.  Har- 
rison, now  a  practising  physician  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  who  grew  one  inch 
in  stature  between  his  30th  and  32d  year.— Dublin  Med.  Jour. 
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Complaints  of  the  Season. — Dysenteric  affections  ore  very  general  at  the 
North,  as  they  always  are  at  the  season  of  the  coining  in  of  new  fruits; 
yet  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  comparatively  small,  which  gives  reason 
to  suppose  that  physicians,  when  seasonably  consulted,  have  been  success- 
ful in  their  prescriptions. 

Ship  fever,  which  in  the  month  of  June  excited  much  alarm,  has  lost 
most  of  its  terrors,  since  experience  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  so  very 
formidable  as  was  at  first  apprehended,  and  that  judicious  medication,  ac- 
companied by  appropriate  nursing,  rarely  fails  of  beinc  successful.  It  is 
when  patients  have  undergone  a  long  course  of  suffering  at  sea,  sustained 
upon  miserable  food,  and  wedged  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  for  weeks  together, 
breathing  and  re-breathing  the  contaminated  atmosphere  of  a  kind  of  raa« 
rine  prison,  that  the  system  gives  way  to  the  attacks  of  ship  fever.  The 
paper  by  Dr.  Leonard,  on  this  subject,  in  to-day's  Journal,  will  be  read  with 
interest  and  advantage, 
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Report  on  Fever  at  Boa  Vista. — Boa  Vista  is  a  small  island  of  the  Cape  de 
Verds,  of  some  importance  to  England.  During  the  latter  part  of  1845 
and  beginning  of  1846,  a  fever  appeared  there,  attended  with  a  singular 
fatality,  which  was  believed  to  have  been  introduced  by  H.  M.  Steam  Ship 
Eclair.  Such  was  the  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and  the  terror  of  the  inha- 
bitants, that  the  subject  reached  the  ears  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
who  at  once  made  proper  inquiries,  and  instituted  a  commission  to  make  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  facts  in  the  case.  I.  0.  McWilliam,  M.D., 
a  surgeon  of  the  Royal  Navy,  was  selected  to  visit  the  Island,  to  gather 
such  information  as  would  be  essential,  and  report  the  same  on  his  return. 
On  examination  of  the  document  forwarded  by  Dr.  McWilliam,  and  by  the 
admiralty  transmitted  to  parliament,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  be  printed, 
ample  evidence  is  found  of  the  confidence  so  worthily  reposed  in  the  author 
by  that  body ;  and,  while  reading  the  details  of  the  report,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly minute,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  but  few  men  would  have  the 
patience,  even  had  they  the  scientific  ability,  to  collect  such  materials,  and 
arrange  them  with  the  scrupulous  care  and  tact  observable  in  every  page  of 
this  work. 

In  form,  the  report  is  a  folio,  containing  112  pages,  accompanied  by  two 
maps,  illustrative  of  the  position  of  Boa  Vista,  in  the  group  to  which  it  be- 
longs, together  with  other  points  memorable  in  the  progress  of  the  fever. 
There  is  also  added  a  letter  by  Sir  William  Pyrn,  relative  to  the  report,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lords  of  the  Council.  He  gives  a  synopsis  of  Dr.  Mc Wil- 
liam's views,  and  at  the  same  time  presents  his  own  on  the  character  of 
the  two  distinct  fevers  known  to  exist  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  viz.,  the  yel- 
low, or  Bulam  fever,  known  to  the  Spaniards  as  the  Vomito  Prieto ;  and 
the  Welcheren  fever,  or  remittent,  from  which  seamen  suffer  in  ascending- 
rivers.  The  latter  is  the  malaria  of  the  Levant,  the  jungle  fever  of  India, 
and  is  developed  in  all  warm  climates,  in  moist,  uncultivated  lands.  Had 
Sir  William  been  familiar  with  the  diseases  of  sailors  and  boatmen  on  the 
rivers  of  our  Southern  States,  and  on  the  Mississippi,  even  high  up,  when 
the  water  is  low,  he  would  doubtless  have  also  referred  to  this  country  for 
a  locality  in  which  that  wasting  disease  reigns  with  almost  uncontrolled 
activity  in  the  summer  months. 

Boa  Vista  lies  in  lat.  16  deg.  5  rn.  N.,  and  long.  22  deg.  55  m.'W.  When 
the  steamer  Eclair  arrived,  Aug.  21,  1845,  the  crew  were  suffering  from  a 
fever  that  appeared  on  board  in  June,  while  the  vessel  was  stationed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Shebar  river.  On  arriving  at  Sierre  Leone,  they  were  em- 
ployed in  cleaning  the  hold  of  the  steam  ship  Albert,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  famous  Niger  expedition.  The  seamen  went  on  shore  during 
the  rains — some  remained  over  nio;ht,  and  others  were  brought  back  by  the 
police.  Next,  the  Eclair  visited  Gambia,  Aujr.  10,  towing  the  Albert.  On 
the  way  to  Boa  Vista,  she  called  at  Goree  to  deliver  despatches,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  on  board,  free  intercourse  with  the  shore  was  interdicted. 
"  Meanwhile,"  says  the  report,  "  the  fever  was  gaining  ground.  Three  of 
the  men,  who  slept  on  shore,  died.  A  merchant  passenger  from  Sierra 
Leone  also  died,  and,  Aug.  21st,  the  day  of  arrival  in  port,  fifteen  new  cases 
appeared — seven  proving  fatal."  After  some  little  formalities,  free  inter- 
course with  the  shore  was  established,  and  from  that  time  the  disease  was 
rapidly  and  extensively  propagated  to  Porto  Sal  Ray,  the  town  of  Rabil, 
Estacia,  Provocao,  Velha  and  the  villages  of  Joao  Gallego,  Fundo  das  Fi- 
gueiras  and  Cabeca  das  Tharafes.    Without  tracing  the  progress  of  the 
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disease  from  one^station  to  another,  in  the  order  of  the  report,  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  it  was  fully  recognized  to  be  highly  infectious,  a  point  placed 
beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  The  symptoms  were  those  of  a  formida- 
ble type  of  fever,  which  Dr.  McWilliam  has  left  without  a  name.  There 
is  one  fact  not  readily  understood,  however  flexible  and  yielding  it  may  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  theorist,  viz.,  the  gradual  alteration  in  the  type  of  the 
fever,  from  mild  to  severe; — from  a  simply  disturbing  sickness,  to  a  fatal, 
uncontrolled  malady. 

According  to  Dr.  Mc  William's  conclusions,  the  fever  on  board  the  Eclair 
was,  primarily,  the  remittent  of  the  African  coast,  which  is  not  a  contagious 
disorder;  but  it  acquired  contagious  qualities  in  virtue  of  a  series  of  causes. 

Here  in  America,  there  is  a  school  of  physicians  who  would  be  slow  to 
believe  that  the  laws  of  disease  are  as  flexible  as  this  view  of  the  Eclair 
pestilence  represents.  They  certainly  do  not  often  run  from  one  form  to 
another,  but  maintain  their  original  identity.  Thousands  may  die  of  a  pre- 
vailing epidemic,  yet  the  character  of  the  complaint  remains  the  same.  Its 
fatality  by  no  means  indicates  that  its  essential  elements  are  altered — but 
simply  an  unusually  extensive  prevalence.  Sir  William  Pym,  more  bold 
and  confident  than  Dr.  McWilliam,  calls  the  Boa  Vista  sickness,  yellow 
fever,  without  apology,  and  gives  an  unshackled  opinion  that  the  steamer 
carried  to  that  place  two  diseases,  the  marsh  or  river,  and  the  genuine  yel- 
low fever.  Whereas  the  medical  commissioner,  being  non-committal,  as 
we  gather  from  the  narrative,  twists  the  remittent  of  the  coast  into  a  terribly 
frightful  engine  of  death  ;  and  by  a  process  quite  new  to  the  expounders  of 
the  laws  of  disease,  alters  a  non-contagious  disease  into  an  actively  conta- 
gious one. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  inquiries  at  Boa  Vista,  the 
methodical  preparation  of  the  report,  and  the  earnestness  with  which  Dr. 
McWilliam  prosecuted  the  business  of  the  medical  mission,  he  is  deserv- 
ing of  a  full  measure  of  praise.  No  man  in  England  could  have  done  it 
more  acceptably,  in  all  respects  save  one,  already  mentioned,  viz.,  the  theo- 
retical metamorphosis  of  a  governable  disease  into  an  ungovernable  one. 
Leaving  the  subject  here,  our  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  author  for  his 
politeness  in  sending  a  copy  of  the  report  to  our  address. 


Poisonous  Properties  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine.-**- A  pamphlet,  referred  to 
last  week,  embracing  a  paper  that  appeared  in  the  April  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  by  William  O.  Baldwin,  M.D.,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.> 
will  considerably  disturb  those  who  rely  with  over-fondness  on  the  curative 
properties  of  quinine.  "  From  all  that  I  can  gather,"  says  Dr.  Baldwin, 
"  I  am  disposed  to  think,  that  from  fifty  to  eighty  grains  of  a  pure  article 
of  quinine,  given  in  solution  at  one  dose,  will  produce  death  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  in  healthy  adults,  and  occasionally  even  smaller  quantities.'* 
This  is  worth  remembering  by  those  practitioners  who  prescribe  their 
twenty  grains  an  hour,  twenty  hours  in  succession. 


Brown  People  of  Africa. — A  recent  communication  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson,  a  missionary  now  residing  in  Western  Africa,  Avhose  correspon- 
dence appears  in  the  Missionary  Herald,  brings  to  light  an  anomaly  in  re- 
gard to  the  color  of  the  human  skin  in  that  land  of  many  wonders.  Mr. 
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Wilson  visited  the  Batanga  country,  lying-  on  the  seacoast,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  north  of  the  Gaboon  river,  nearly  half  way  to  the 
Cameroon  mountains,  where  he  found  a  race  of  men,  vastly  more  promising' 
than  any  people  he  had  before  visited,  The  Batangas  appear  to  be  hardly 
known  to  white  men.  They  are  therefore  in  happy  ignorance  of  the  vices 
of  civilization.  Their  features  differ  from  the  tribes  along  the  coast,  and 
evidently  approximate  those  of  the  CaflVe  race,  their  complexion  being  dark 
brown,  and  not  the  deep  jet  black,  characteristic  of  pure  African  blood. 
Their  language  belongs,  says  Mr.  Wilson,  to  the  one  great  family,  prevail- 
ing all  over  that  continent,  although  differing  from  the  Mponwe  dinlect. 
Notwithstanding  many  cruel  and  horribly  savaee  customs  of  the  Batangas, 
which  are  national  rights,  they  are  mild  and  civil  to  strangers,  and  would 
be  glad  to  have  a  missionary  permanently  established  in  their  country.  Hon- 
esty, too.  a  virtue  almost  without  a  locality  in  Africa,  is  a  bright  trait  in 
their  character.  Who  can  explain  the  origin  of  a  brown  race?  Black  is  the 
universal  color  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  globe,  with  this, 
apparently,  single  exception. 


America?!  Journal  of  Pharmacy. — Repeated  notices  have  been  given 
of  the  character  of  this  modest  Journal,  which  is  always  rich  in  matters 
that  intimatelv  concern  those  who  manufacture  or  dispense  drugs.  Some 
of  the  papers  in  the  August  No.  are  excellent — especially  those  treating 
of  articles  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  of  common  use  in  practice.  Drug- 
gists, of  all  persons,  will  find  this  an  important  assistant  in  their  various 
manipulations.  To  keep  pace  with  improvements  and  discoveries  in  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry,  this  vehicle  of  knowledge  is  essential. 


Braithicaite's  Retrospect. — Without  repeating  a  sentiment  very  fre- 
quently advanced,  in  regard  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  this  desirable  publica- 
tion, it  is  due  to  the  profession  to  apprise  them  of  the  prompt  issue  of  Part 
XV.  of  Mr.  Adee's  uniform  edition.  The  series  of  Nos.  thus  far  completed, 
constitutes  a  digest  of  all  the  periodical  medical  literature  of  the  day,  in 
every  country  where  science  is  recognized.  The  work  should  be  liberally 
patronized,  that  publishers  may  not  be  discouraged  in  their  efforts  to  give 
us  good  books  at  fair  prices.  Daniel  Adee,  107  Fulton  street,  New  York, 
is  the  publisher.  Messrs.  Jordan  6c  Wiley,  20  State  street,  Boston,  are 
agents,  to  whom  new  subscribers  are  to  apply  for  any  or  all  the  finished 
Parts. 


Portraits  of  Eminent  American  Surgeons. — Beautifully-executed  like- 
nesses of  Dr.  March  of  Albany,  and  Dr.  M assay  of  Cincinnati,  have  been 
received.  Artists  have  a  fine  field  before  them,  by  continuing  the  series. 
A  large  collection  of  the  portraits  of  living  medical  men  of  eminence  in 
the  United  States,  would  be  sought  with  avidity.  Philadelphia,  New  York 
and  Boston,  will  afford  some  heads  of  extraordinary  interest  to  their  co- 
temporaries,  but  especially  to  their  successors  in  a  coming  age. 


Homeopathy  for  Horses.— Otis  Clapp,  of  Boston,  has  in  press  a  "  New 
Manual  of  Homoeopathic  Veterinary  Medicine,  or  the  Homoeopathic  Treat- 
ment of  the  Horse,  the  Ox,  the  Sheep  and  the  Dog,  and  other  Domestic 
Animals,"  by  F.  A.  Gunther.    Translated  from  the  third  German  edition, 
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with  considerable  additions.    The  publisher  will  soon  have  the  work  on 

sale  a  proof  sheet  having  been  shown  to  us  last  week.    Surely  this  is  an 

exhibition  of  folly,  remarkable  even  in  an  imaginary  science. 


Successful  Surgical  Operation. — A  paper  in  New  Hampshire  states  that 
an  eminent  physician  of  Manchester  recently  opened  the  stomach  of  a  pa- 
tient, and  removed  several  hard  substances  which  had  completely  obstruct- 
ed the  passage  from  it.  The  patient  is  doing  well,  and  will  undoubtedly 
recover.  The  operation  was  performed  in  the  presence  of  several  gentle- 
men, and  occupied  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  A  more  full  report  will 
doubtless  be  made  of  this  operation,  if,  indeed,  it  turns  out  that  there  was 
anything  remarkable  in  it. 

Poisoning  by  the  Arsenite  of  Copper.— A  child  of  Mr.  Andrew  Howe, 
of  Townsend,  Mass.,  was  poisoned  recently  with  a  green  card,  which  was 
given  to  it  for  a  plaything.  The  fluids  of  the  child's  mouth  dissolved  the 
green  pigment,  which  it  swallowed,  producing  the  most  alarming  symp- 
toms. Antidotes  and  remedies  were  promptly  and  perseveringly  applied 
by  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Ashby.  The  child  is  now 
well.  Dr.  Hitchcock  ascertained  that  the  green  paint  which  ornamented 
the  card,  was  composed  of  Scheele's  green  (arsenite  of  copper)  and  car- 
bonate of  lead,  two  most  virulent  poisons. 

Medical  Miscellany. — A  fearful  mortality  marks  the  progress  of  a  vio- 
lent fever  that  is  sweeping  over  Galicia  and  Austrian  Silicia.  The  first 
six  months  of  1846,  the  deaths  were  1234 — but  in  the  corresponding  period 
this  season,  they  were  3188. — John  Van  Hcezer,  of  Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn., 
aged  114,  walked,  recently,  half  a  mile  to  vote  !  He  has  voted  at  every 
presidential  election  that  has  been,  held  in  the  United  States. — Dr.  Robert 
T.  Spence,  of  Maryland,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  9th 
U.  S.  Regiment. — An  eminent  physician  of  New  Orleans  was  called  re- 
cently, it  is  said,  to  Madame  Adnet,  ill  of  a  slight  fever.  He  wrote  a  pre- 
scription, the  directions  of  which  were  followed  strictly,  and  a  short  time 
only  after  the  medicine  for  Madame  A.  was  taken,  she  expired.  It  subse- 
quently appeared  that  he  had  ordered  morphine  instead  of  quinine.  The 
error,  which  is  only  explained  by  the  distraction  arising  from  the  pressure 
of  professional  engagements,  is  irreparable. 


To  Correspondents. — Claudian's  remarks  on  Leucorrhoea,  and  Dr.  Crosthwait's  report 
of  a  case,  have  been  received. 


Married, — At  Framingham,  Dr.  G,  A.  Warren,  of  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Lavinia 
Rice,  of  the  former  place. — At  Cabolville,  Mass.,  Dr.  Daniel  K.  Pearsons  to  Miss  Marietta  Chapin. 


Died.— At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  G.  M.  Taft,  of  Dcdham.  Mass.,  29.— Dr.  Samuel  Fitch,  of  North 
Guilford.  Conn.,  71 — At  New  York,  Dr.  Horatio  N.  Glenthworth,  a  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Navy — 
At  Tampico,  of  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Hawkins,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  28th.  134. — Males,  71 — females,  63. — 
stillborn.  1.  Of  consumption,  12 — typhus  fever.  15 — disease  of  the  bowels,  56 — dysentery,  15 — old 
age,  5 — colic,  1 — canker.  2 — asthma,  I — scrofula,  1 — convulsions,  2 — hooping  cough,  3 — infantile, 
3 — apoplexy,  1 — debility,  3 — mortification,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — intemperance,  1 — scarlet 
fever,  2— lung  fever,  1— cholera  infantum,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — unknown,  2. 

Under  5  years,  75— between  5  and  20  years,  12— between  20  and  40  years ,  23— between  40  and 
60  years,  14— over  60  years,  10. 
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Military  Honors.^ Considerable  excitement  exists  in  the  French  army 
respecting  an  order  from  the  Minister  of  War,  forbidding  the  burial  of  the 
medical  officers  with  the  ordinary  military  honors.  One  reason  given  for 
this  order  was,  the  need  of  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  epaulette.  But 
as  the  journals  remark,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  a  few  rounds  of  mus- 
ketry can  detract  from  this  honor  ;  and  it  is  deemed  very  hard  that  the 
same  military  funeral  honors  should  not  be  paid  to  medical  as  well  as  to 
other  officers,  since  they  share  with  them  equally  in  the  dangers  of  the 
fight.  During  the  existence  of  the  republic  and  of  the  empire,  these  honors 
were  constantly  rendered  to  the  deceased  medical  officers  of  the  army. 


Rupture  of  the  Sclerotica  and  Iris. — Mr.  Wollaston,  of  Bishop's  Castle, 
was  called  to  see  a  boy  13  years  of  age,  who  had  met  with  an  accident  to 
the  eye,  caused  by  breaking  a  glass  bottle  against  a  stone,  a  piece  of  the 
bottle  rebounding  and  striking  against  the  eye.  On  examining  the  organ, 
the  sclerotica  was  found  to  be  ruptured  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch, 
and  the  iris  completely  divided  ;  the  pupil  was  triangular  in  shape,  and 
much  contracted,  and  vision  very  indistinct ;  the  conjunctiva  was  not  cut; 
there  was  a  slight  effusion  of  blood  in  the  anterior  chamber.  The  treat- 
ment adopted  consisted  in  the  application  of  leeches,  the  exhibition  of  calo- 
mel, and  a  black  draught,  followed  by  salines,  and  rest  in  bed,  the  eye  being 
covered  with  a  shade  during  the  day-time.  In  the  course  of  a  month  the 
fissures  in  the  sclerotica  and  iris  were  perfectly  united,  the  pupil  was  oblong 
in  shape,  and  vision  nearly  restored. — Londo?i  Lancet. 


RHODE  ISLAND  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  the  various  branches  of  me-, 
dical  science — viz.  : 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Ohstetrics,  by  Joseph  Mauran,  M.D. 

Clinical  Surgery,  Lewis  L.  Miller,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Henry  W.  Rivers,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Toxicology,  Thomas  P.  Shepard,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  George  L.  Collins,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  George  Thurber. 
Lectures  or  examinations  will  be  had  daily. 

Students  will  have  access  to  a  good  medical  library,  a  cabinet  of  anatomical  preparations  and  plates, 
and  will  have  abundant  opportunities  of  seeing  practice. 
Ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  pursuing  practically  the  study  of  anatomy. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  will  be  taught  practically,  and  Materia  Medica  illustrated  by  specimens. 
For  further  information,  application  can  be  made  personally,  or  by  letter,  to 

July2d— eop  G.  L.  COLLINS,  Secretary, 

Providence,  July  12,  1847.  No.  48  South  Main  Street, 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. — Session  of  1847-48. 
The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  first  of  November. 
Robley  Dunglison,  M.U.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &.<:. 
Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  t  nd  General  Therapeutics, 
Joseph  Pancoast,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
John  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  Medicine 
Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Franklin  Hache,  M-D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 
Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  Octoher,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and  Stir-. 
gical  cases  are  investigated,  prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.    During  the  past  >ear, 
eight  hundred  cases  were  treated,  and  two  hundred  operated  upon.    The  Clinical  Lectures  are  so 
arranged  as  to  permit  the  student,  should  he  desire  it,  to  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgical  practice  and 
Lectures  at.  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.    After  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting  rooms  of  the  College 
will  be  open  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator. 
The  number  of  students  during  the  last  Session  was  493;  and  of  graduates  181. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.D.,  J)ean  of  the  Faculty. 
Philadelphia,  July  },  1847.  July28— eptNovl  No.  1  Girard  Street. 


PANCOAST'S  SURGERY. 
A  second-hand  copy  of  this  valuable  work  m»y  be  obtained  at  this  office,  at  a  liberal  discount  from 
the  subscription  price,  Aug2J5-» 
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DR.  DICK'S  ALPHABETICAL   NOTICES  OF  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED 
WITH   THE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued  from  page  53.] 

Cusparia,  or  Angustura. — This  is  a  warm  tonic,  extremely  useful  in 
cases  exactly  fitted  for  it,  but  sometimes  producing  much  febrile  excite- 
ment. In  France,  it  is  regarded  as  a  tonic  of  about  equal  power  with 
calumba,  quassia  and  simarouba  ;  but  it  differs  considerably  from  these, 
and  is  more  stimulating.  If  we  might  borrow  from  the  vocabulary  of 
Giacomini,  we  should  describe  cusparia  as  a  very  pure  gastro-enteric  hy- 
persthenic ;  in  other  words,  a  tonic,  approaching,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to 
a  stimulant  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  It  is 
peculiarly  indicated  in  atony  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  accompanied 
with  an  ex-sanguine  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane.  But  in  de- 
bility of  the  digestive  organs  from  an  active  cause — that  is,  depending  on, 
or  accompanied  by,  the  slightest  degree  of  pyrexia  and  capillary  conges- 
tion, it  is  contra-indicated.  In  mucous  diarrhoea  of  a  passive  character,  it 
is  useful ;  also  in  cases  of  simple  flatus,  as  of  that  of  a  gentleman  who 
now  consults  me.  The  colon  becomes  distended  with  large  quantities 
of  gas,  entirely  devoid  of  smell,  but  the  presence  of  which  proves  ex- 
tremely irksome  to  him — a  young  man  of  nervous  temperament,  and 
exercising  a  profession  which  requires  him  to  speak  in  public. 

Diabetes. — I  do  not  make  any  apology  or  explanation  for  introducing 
here  the  subject  of  this  notice ;  since  diabetes,  thougli  proximately  a 
renal  disease,  is  undoubtedly  the  result  originally  of  derangements  in  pri- 
mary or  secondary  assimilation,  by  the  removal  of  which,  moreover,  its 
cure  is  chiefly  to  be  looked  for.  Into  the  treatment  of  saccharine  dia- 
betes, diuretics  he.  hardly  enter  ;  but  almost  all  our  measures  are  ad- 
dressed to  the  organs  and  the  states  of  digestion,  to  the  condition  and 
function  of  the  skin,  he. 

The  subject  of  diabetes,  including  its  etiology,  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics, is  so  extensive,  as  entirely  to  preclude  me  from  doing  even  the 
barest  justice  to  it  here.  My  notice  of  it  will  accordingly  be  as  concise 
as  possible,  and  restricted  to  practical  details. 

Saccharine  diabetes,  as  its  name  intimates,  implies  both  an  increase  in 
the  quantity  and  a  sweet  taste  of  the  urine.    Dr.  Prout  has  seen  the 
range  of  specific  gravity  of  diabetic  urine  extend  from  1.010  to  1.050, 
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its  healthy  average  gravity  being  1.020.  The  quantity  of  urea  is  usually 
lessened ;  sometimes,  though  rarely,  increased.  That  of  uric  acid  is  va- 
riable, being  sometimes  above,  but  perhaps  more  commonly  under,  the 
natural  standard.  The  relative  proportions  of  the  salts  of  the  urine  are 
nearly  those  of  health  ;  but  owing  to  the  increased  quantity  of  urine 
voided,  the  absolute  proportions  are  less.  Diabetic  urine  is  usually  trans- 
parent ;  pale-yellow,  or  with  a  slight  shade  of  green.  Its  smell  has  been 
compared  to  that  of  new  hay.  The  quantity  of  diabetic  urine  is  some- 
times almost  incredibly  large.  Dr.  Prout  has  known  it  reach  thirty  pints 
in  the  twenty-four  hours — this  quantity  continuing  to  be  voided  during 
weeks  and  even  months  !  Thirst,  dryness  of  skin,  a  preternaturally  red 
tongue,  heat  of  stomach,  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  are  the  invariable, 
or  almost  invariable,  symptoms  of  saccharine  diabetes.  In  Dr.  Prout's 
opinion,  the  disposition  to  diabetes  is  much  more  frequently  hereditary 
than  acquired.  Its  causes  are  very  obscure  and  uncertain.  "  If  I  were 
permitted,"  writes  the  experienced  physician  just  quoted,  "  to  draw  at 
general  inference  from  my  observation,  I  should  say  diabetes  usually  fol- 
low cutaneous  affections,  and  accompanies  (perhaps  precedes)  affections 
of  the  cellular  tissue." 

The  source  of  sugar  in  the  urine  may  be  either  derangements  in 
chymification,  chylification  or  sanguification,  or  else  may  arise  from  mor- 
bid disorganization  of  the  gelatinous  tissues.  The  cure  of  saccharine 
diabetes  of  this  latter  origin  is  far  more  hopeless  than  the  other ;  for  be- 
sides our  almost  total  ignorance  of  the  physiology  or  pathology  of  what 
Dr.  Prout  names  formative  and  destructive  secondary  assimilation,  it  is 
evident  we  have  no  means  of  treating  derangements  of  secondary  as- 
similation, except  by  attention  to  those  of  the  first. 

When  saccharine  diabetes  is  due  to  derangements  of  primary  assimila- 
tion, it  is  supposed  to  occur  in  the  following  manner : — The  stomach 
and  duodenum  having,  from  some  cause,  failed  to  convert  the  amylaceous 
part  of  our  food  into  albumen,  saccharine  fermentation  occurs ;  sugar  is 
absorbed  by  the  lacteals,  and  mixing  with  the  blood,  causes  saccharine- 
diuresis  ;  in  other  words,  diabetes. 

For  ascertaining  the  presence  of  sugar  in  urine,  Mr.  Moore's  test  gene- 
rally answers  sufficiently.  Pour  into  a  test-tube  any  quantity  of  suspect- 
ed urine,  and  add  half  as  much  of  liquor  potassae ;  heat  to  ebullition, 
and  the  fluid  will  change  to  a  hue  more  or  less  deeply  orange-brown,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  of  sugar  present. 

Treatment  of  Diabetes. — The  use  of  bread  and  vegetables  should  be 
reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  The  diet  should  consist  of  flesh, 
fish,  oysters,  eggs.  Salted  and  smoked  meat  should  be  given.  Poster, 
as  free  from  acid  as  it  can  possibly  be  procured,  and  made  from  highly 
torrified  malt,  or,  perhaps  better  still,  strong  and  dry  sherry,  should  form 
part  of  the  daily  beverage.  Moderate  exercise  should  be  taken  ;  vapor 
baths  used,  and  the  body  covered  with  flannel.  Appetite,  if  excessive, 
should  be  mitigated  by  the  use  of  opium,  which,  if  given  in  the  form 
of  Dover's  powder,  will  answer  a  double  purpose,  by  also  acting  as  a 
diaphoretic,  a  therapeutic  indicated  in  the  disease.    The  bowels  must  be 
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kept  just  regular,  by  castor  oil,  or,  better  still,  by  bitter  extracts.  Mer- 
cury should  only  be  had  recourse  to  under  unequivocal  indications  for 
its  use. 

Thirst  is  best  allayed  with  lime  or  chalk  water,  or  with  such  mineral 
water  as  the  Bristol  Hotwell  (containing  carbonate  of  lime),  Vichy,  he. 

Astringents  have  also  been  recommended  to  restrain  the  diuresis  ;  but 
it  is  evident  their  action  can  only  be  palliative,  and  the  propriety  of  using 
them  at  all  seems  to  me  extremely  questionable.  But  in  a  disease  which, 
when  at  all  established,  baffles  art,  a  medical  man  is  to  be  excused,  when 
driven  to  the  use  of  many  agents  on  which  he  himself  founds  but  slender 
hopes. 

Diarrhoea. — Diarrhoea  has  been,  by  some  writers,  divided  into  a  va- 
riety of  species,  which,  whether  nosologically  correct  or  not,  is  not  neces- 
sary practically,  and  as  regards  treatment.  The  simplest  general  division 
of  diarrhoea  would,  it  appears  to  the  writer,  be  into  subjective  and  ob- 
jective :  that  which  arises  from  states  of  the  stomach,  liver,  pan- 
creas or  intestines  ;  or  else  from  certain  qualities  in  the  ingesta  which 
are  brought  into  contact  with  these  parts  or  organs.  Strictly  speaking, 
however,  all  kinds  of  diarrhoea  are  subjective,  primarily  or  ultimately. 

The  first  and  simplest  kind  of  diarrhoea,  named  usually  crapulosa,  is 
that  which  merely  results  from  an  inordinate  meal — it  may  be  of  articles 
of  food  unobjectionable  in  themselves,  or  else  of  aliment  injudiciously 
or  unseasonably  used,  such  as  unripe  fruit,  stale  fish,  he.  Here  the  diar- 
rhoea is  not  to  be  considered  the  disease,  but  rather  the  cause  or  causes 
producing  it,  of  which  it  is  at  once  the  effect  and  the  remedy.  Diar- 
rhoea of  this  species  and  origin  is  to  be  permitted,  if  not  even  encouraged  ; 
certainly  not  to  be  checked,  unlessitends  in  tenesmus,  with  stools  purely  mu- 
cous, and  devoid  both  of  faeculent  matter  and  undigested  aliment.  Then, 
and  then  only,  we  must  step  in  with  chalk  mixture,  or  with  opiate  pills, 
powders,  draughts,  or  suppositories. 

The  second  and  next  most  usual  form  of  diarrhoea  is  what  is  called 
bilious.  Some  writers  have  been  guilty  of  what  appears  to  the  writer  to 
be  the  paradox  of  denying,  or  at  least  doubting,  the  existence  of  such  a 
species,  and  even  the  late  Dr.  Abercrombie  abets  this  view.  A  greater 
authority,  however,  than  even  he — namely,  Andral  (besides  others) 
adopts  a  directly  contrary  opinion,  and  regards  bilious  diarrhoea  as  not 
only  possible  but  frequent.  Dr.  Prout  alleges,  that  in  some  diseases 
the  biliary  secretion  is  strongly  acid.  In  other  cases  it  is  equally  acrid  ; 
and  not  rarely  this  chemical  change  in  the  secretion  is  accompanied  with 
a  notable  augmentation  of  its  quantity,  so  that  two  causes — namely, 
morbid  quality  and  quantity,  co-operate  in  producing  preternatural  peris- 
talsis of  the  bowels  and  bilious  discharges,  accompanied  with  what  may 
be  called  ardor  fcecium. 

Diarrhoea  of  this  kind  is  also  scarcely,  if  at  all,  to  be  interfered  with. 
Astringents  would  be  madness  ;  purgatives  are  unnecessary.  Diluents, 
however,  to  protect  the  mucous  membrane  and  dilute  the  acrid  bile ;  ano- 
dynes, such  as  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  to  relieve  spasm  or  griping  ;  warm 
fomentations  and  opiate  epithems  to  the  abdomen  ;  these,  and  some  other 
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like  means,  will  ease  the  sufferer,  and  ward  off  fever.  If,  however,  there  is 
much  tumefaction  and  growing  tenderness  in  the  hepatic  region,  no  time 
must  be  lost;  but  cupping,  leeches,  even  blisters  and  phlebotomy,  must, 
singly  or  successively,  be  employed.  If  febrile  excitement  succeeds  the 
diarrhoea,  we  must  give  liquor  ammoniae  acetatis,  ipecacuan.  wine,  or  even 
the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony. 

Pancreatic  diarrhoea  naturally  follows  bilious.  In  the  few  cases  of  it 
which  have  been  noted,  and  were  reported,  and  verified  by  a  post-mortem 
examination,  there  was  deep-seated  pain,  during  life,  behind  the  pylorus, 
with  mucous  vomitings  and  "  spumous  stools."  The  treatment  is  similar 
with  that  for  bilious  diarrhoea.  In  both,  if  there  be  griping  or  spasm  in 
the  abdomen,  copious  imbibition  of  a  decoction  of  rice,  or  a  tisane  of 
gum  Arabic,  or  an  ad  libitum  use  of  the  almond  or  acacia  mixture,  is  to 
be  permitted  or  enjoined  the  patient. 

What  may  be  called  catarrhal  diarrhoea  is  the  next  form  ;  or  we  may 
name  it  gastro-enteric  influenza.  It  is,  in  short,  an  insidious  kind  of  sub- 
inflammation  of  the  small  intestines,  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  de- 
bility, fever,  and,  for  some  time  at  least,  with  a  pretty  copious  muco-se- 
rous  discharge.  By  this  discharge,  the  fascal  contents  of  the  bowels  are 
loosened  and  come  away,  in  diarrhoea,  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease ; 
this  in  no  long  time  ceases,  but  the  debility  and  fever  rather  increase, 
and  some  tenderness  and  fulness  begin  to  be  experienced  in  the  abdo- 
men, especially  on  pressure  being  applied. 

In  this  form  we  must  have  recourse  to  camphor-mixture,  musk-mix- 
ture, liquor  ammoniae  acetatis,  liquor  ammoniae  sesquicarbonatis,  with 
vinum  ipecacuanha?,  ammoniacum-mixture,  &lc.  To  each  of  these  wo 
may  add,  infusion  or  tincture  of  hop,  or  the  wine  of  opium,  or  half  of  a 
grain  or  quarter  of  a  grain  doses  of  the  hydrochlorate  of  morphia.  Warm 
diluents,  such  as  tea,  are  also  to  be  freely  used  ;  and  in  the  aged  or 
feeble,  wine  and  tonics  must  be  prescribed  so  soon  as  the  pulse  and  the 
dryness  and  heat  of  skin  subside. 

Diarrhoea  of  a  purulent  character,  and  accompanied  or  caused  by  ul- 
ceration of  the  glands  and  follicles  of  the  small  intestines,  must  be  treated 
as  dysentery.  In  France  and  Germany,  ipecacuanha  is  much  used  and 
much  praised  in  such  circumstances.  The  following  formula  of  Spiel- 
mann  is  reported  as  highly  successful  : — Ipecacuanhae,  two  drachms ; 
aquae,  fourteen  ounces.  This  is  boiled,  and  two  ounces  of  a  gum  syrup 
is  added  to  it.  This,  then,  forms,  as  I  understand,  three  quantities,  each 
of  which  is  to  be  administered  in  three  doses,  at  three  hours  of  interval 
between  each  dose.  In  France  they  use  a  "julep,"  made  up  somewhat 
similarly,  and  flavored  with  the  syrup  of  lemons. 

Helvetius,  in  giving  a  formula  for  an  ipecacuanha  decoction,  very  justly 
directs,  that  on  the  first  day  it  should  be  given  in  such  doses  as  to  cause 
vomiting.  Many  cases,  both  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  are  caused  by 
interruption  (from  chill,  he.)  of  the  transpiratory  function  of  the  skin. 
Almost  all  cases,  whether  of  this  origin  or  not,  are  accompanied  with  a 
remiss  action  and  dry  and  heated  state  of  that  integument ;  and  all  of 
them  are  greatly  relieved  by  that  dry  and  heated  state  being  removed, 
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and  by  the  insensible  perspiration  being  even  stimulated  till  it  becomes 
sensible ;  for  thereby  increased  action  is  transferred  from  the  mucous 
to  the  cutaneous  membrane — from  an  internal  to  an  external  part — from 
a  part  in  a  state  of  irritation  to  one  healthy — from  a  part  whose  derange- 
ments are  more  critical  to  one  whose  derangements  are  less  so. 

When  diarrhoea  is  from  the  first  of  a  purely  passive  character  (without 
febrile  excitement,  quickened  pulse,  dry  skin,  thirst,  he),  or  when  it  be- 
comes so  (having  reached  its  chronic  stage),  we  may,  after  a  little  time, 
and  if  it  does  not  tend  spontaneously  to  disappear,  check  it  by  astrin- 
gents. For  this  purpose,  tannin,  rhatany,  catechu,  kino,  alum,  tormentil, 
pomegranate,  may  be  severally  employed.  If  there  are  acid  eructations, 
lime  water  and  the  chalk  mixture  may  be  used,  separately  or  combined 
with  any  of  the  above.  If  there  is  passive  diarrhoea,  with  abdominal 
pain  (depending  on  tenesmus,  not  only  in  the  rectum,  but  along  the  in- 
testines), but  without  acceleration  of  pulse,  &c,  then  a  dose  of  morphia 
may  be  prudently  hazarded,  by  which  the  disease  will  sometimes  be  at 
once  removed. 

Diet. — It  is  obvious  that  this  is  a  matter  far  too  general  and  generic 
to  form  the  subject  of  a  single  "  notice."  It  would  itself  furnish  mate- 
rials for  a  series  of  alphabetical  notices  as  long  as  those  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in.  I  propose,  under  the  present  head,  to  give  (as  entertaining, 
and  not  devoid  of  useful  information)  some  details  of  the  diet  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  collated  from  materials  collected  by  me  more  than 
ten  years  ago.  I  mention  this  circumstance,  because  a  year  or  two  ago 
another  medical  gentleman  of  London  published  a  work,  in  which  he 
touches,  to  some  extent,  on  the  same  subject. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  used  no  alco- 
holic liquor,  nor  yet  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  or  sugar.  It  is  extraordinary, 
also,  that  even  butter  seems  to  have  been  most  uncommon  among  them, 
Galen  informing  us  that  he  had  but  once  in  his  life  seen  it.  They  were 
ignorant  also  of  the  greater  number  of  our  tropical  spices — cloves,  nut- 
megs, ginger,  Jamaica  and  Cayenne  pepper,  mace,  pimento,  he.  They 
knew  nothing  of  spinach,  sago,  tapioca,  arrow-root,  or  of  the  potato  ; 
nor,  among  fruits,  of  the  orange.  When  we  add  that  they  were  also 
unacquainted  with  tobacco,  we  perceive  that  several  articles,  staple  among 
us,  were  unknown  to  them. 

Beef  was  the  ordinary  principal  article  of  food  with  the  early  Greeks  and 
Romans.  This,  if  not  eaten  raw,  was  hastily  broiled  or  roasted,  and,  in 
later  times,  at  least,  strongly  spiced.  The  flesh  of  the  sow  and  the  wild 
boar,  as  being  supposed  most  nearly  to  resemble  human,  was  considered 
peculiarly  nourishing  ;  athletes,  when  training  for  the  amphitheatre,  con- 
sequently preferred  this  species  of  flesh.  The  ancients  made  use  of  seve- 
ral kinds  both  of  vegetables  and  animal  food  which  we  do  not  employ. 
Thus  they  ate  mallows,  acorns  and  lupins,  while  radish,  lettuce  and  sorrel 
they  used  more  than  we  do.  As  regards  kinds  of  animal  food  not  in 
use  among  us,  but  employed  by  them,  may  be  enumerated  the  flesh  of  the 
wild  ass,  young  dogs,  dormice,  foxes,  bears,  parroquets,  lizards.  The 
dormouse  was  eaten  before  its  winter  sleep ;  when  fat,  was  esteemed  a 
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great  luxury,  and  was  served  up  with  honey  and  grains  of  poppy.  Dogs 
intended  to  be  eaten  were  previously  castrated,  with  the  view  at  once-  of 
causing  them  to  grow  fat,  and  to  prevent  their  having  a  strong  odor. 

The  Romans  also  maintained  large  aviaries.  The  peacock  was  much 
esteemed  as  an  article  of  food  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  The 
ostrich,  though  forming  tough  eating,  was  prized,  but  its  wing  and  brain 
were  reckoned  the  select  parts.  For  one  dish  of  ostrich  brains,  three 
hundred  in  number,  the  emperor  Heliogabalus  was  at  an  expense  equal 
to  £30,000  sterling.  The  crane  and  the  swan  made  fashionable  dishes 
at  Rome  till  Augustus's  time  ;  then  the  stork  succeeded.  Young  cocks 
which  had  been  drowned  in  Falernian  wine  (the  most  esteemed  wine  of 
that  time),  and  afterwards  macerated  in  it,  were  reckoned  a  luxury  ;  the 
liver  of  the  goose,  made  into  a  paste  with  milk  and  figs,  was  an  invention 
of  the  Consul  Metellus,  and  obtained  repute  ;  the  thrush  and  the  black- 
bird were,  by  the  ancient  Romans,  as  by  the  modern  Italians,  particu- 
larly prized ;  in  the  bills  of  fare  in  the  Roman  eating-houses,  they  still 
appear,  and  the  writer  can  bear  testimony  to  the  excellency  of  the  dish  ; 
the  Romans  kept  them  in  large  aviaries,  and  fed  them  with  wheat  in  ear, 
figs  and  flour.  The  lark  and  the  becafigo,  a  small  bird,  still  used  in 
Italy,  were  anciently  much  employed.  They  did  not  use  frogs,  though, 
as  we  have  said,  they  ate  li2ards. 

In  the  earlier  ages  of  Greece  and  Rome,  fish  were  considered  an 
effeminate  sort  of  food  ;  but  at  a  later  period,  they  became  a  principal  part 
of  the  diet  of  fashionable  Romans,  and  immense  expense  was  lavished  in 
procuring  and  maintaining  them.  Sometimes  single  fishes  were  sold  at  a 
greater  price  than  the  cost  of  a  slave.  The  herring,  cod,  and,  I  rather 
think,  the  salmon,  were  unknown  or  unused  by  the  ancient  Romans ; 
but  the  fresh-water  lamprey  brought  immense  sums  ;  the  sturgeon  was 
thought  worthy  of  the  tables  of  the  emperors  and  noblest  Romans,  and 
was  always  served  up  with  great  pomp.  The  eel  called  murcma  helena, 
and  the  conger  eel,  were  greatly  used  ;  the  liver  of  the  whiting  was  greatly 
prized,  and  its  flesh  thought  next  in  rank  after  that  of  the  sturgeon  ;  the 
turbot,  flounder,  plaice,  sole,  and  what  is  called  the  sea-sparrow,  were 
thought  excellent  dishes.  Freedmen  only  were  allowed  to  eat  the  flounder, 
and  it  and  the  sole  were  regarded  as  the  fishes  most  easy  of  digestion. 
The  mackerel  and  tunny  were  much  sought  after,  and  were  eaten  with 
rue  and  assafoetida.  But  the  roach  or  mullet  would  appear  to  have  been 
regarded  as  the  facile  princeps — the  ne  plus  ultra  of  Roman  luxury. 
As  they  did  not  succeed  in  rearing  it  in  their  reservoirs,  it  sold  at  an  ex» 
travagant  price.  Three  cost  about  £25.  The  liver  and  head  were 
esteemed  the  most.  It  was  from  this  fish  that  Apicius  compounded  his 
celebrated  sauce.  I  do  not  find  what  was  the  fish  for  which  the  epicure 
just  named  made  his  voyage  to  Africa,  and  am  not  aware  if  it  has  been 
ascertained.*  The  anchovy  was  used,  as  it  now  is  in  Italy,  pickled  in 
vinegar.    It  was  then  considered  a  delicacy— an  opinion  which  any  one 


*  I  need  not  inform  the  reader  that  this  was  the  man  who  committed  suicide  from  a  fear  of  wantv 
ing  means  of  gastronomic  indulgence.  When  he  did  so,  he  had  stUl  a  fortune  of  j£80,Q00,  but  i\ 
was  originally  much  greater. 
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who  has  eaten  it  in  Leghorn  or  Genoa,  along  with  a  flask  of  good 
wine,  will  not  be  slow  to  believe. 

Pottages  or  soups  were  used  little  by  the  Romans. 

Finally,  as  regards  condiments  and  wines.  In  general,  their  dishes 
were  greatly  spiced.  Almost  every  dish  was  impregnated  with  rue,  cori- 
ander, cumin,  myrtle,  privet-berries,  fennel,  smallage,  spikenard,  leaves  of 
the  laurel,  cassia,  and  of  asarabacca,  sumach,  elder,  mastic,  fenugreek, 
onion,  leeks,  cresses,  rochet,  the  Egyptian  plant  called  seseli.  To  com- 
mon salt  they  often  added  nitre  and  sal.  ammoniac,  and  to  their  sugar 
confections  they  added  pepper. 

The  wines  of  Scio,  Lisbon,  Tarentum  and  Falernia,  were  most  es- 
teemed. They  were  often  drunk  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  mixed 
with  warm  water,  as  this  was  thought  to  develop  better  their  flavor. 
They  also  impregnated  their  wines  with  absinthia,  roses,  pennyroyal, 
myrrh,  rosin.  They  also  added  honey  to  wine,  and  had  wines  diluted 
with  barley  and  white  of  egg.  To  prepared  wine  they  occasionally 
added  raisins,  or  the  juice  of  the  fresh  grape.  They  had  also  an  acidi- 
fied milk  as  a  drink.  Iced  and  hot  water  for  mixing  with  wine  were 
sold  in  shops  corresponding  to  our  ale-shops. 

What  were  called  voleries  were  extremely  numerous  (as  we  are  inform- 
ed by  Varro  and  Columella)  in  the  vicinity  of  Rome.  In  these  were 
reared  and  fattened,  thrushes,  blackbirds,  ortolans,  quails,  he.  What  is 
singular,  oxen  and  hogs  were  fed  on  the  excrements  of  these  birds. 
Each  fat  thrush  cost  about  two  shillings — a  large  sum.  They  were  fat- 
tened on  millet  and  on  a  paste  formed  from  flour,  mixed  with  bruised 
figs;  and  the  flavor  of  their  flesh  was  raised  by  supplying  them  with  the 
berries  of  the  ivy,  myrtle  and  lentiscus.  As  may  be  seen  in  some  of  the 
bird  enclosures  in  the  Zoological  Gardens,  Regent's-Park,  they  were 
supplied  with  water  by  means  of  a  little  stream  running  through  in  a 
stone  gutter.  Although  light  was  admitted  to  these  voleries,  yet  a  pro- 
spect of  the  fields,  &lc,  was  prevented,  in  order  that  the  feather  prisoners 
might  not  be  agitated  by  a  view  of  their  familiar  and  natural  haunts,  but 
fatten  in  lazy  content. — Lancet. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  MISCARRIAGE  AND  PREMATURE  LABOR. 
By  William  Griffin,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  County  of  Limerick  Infirmary. 

When  miscarriage  or  premature  labor  lakes  place  at  fixed  periods,  from 
the  influence  of  acquired  habit,  may  not  the  periodical  movements  be  pre- 
vented by  such  remedies  as  prevent  the  recurrence  of  an  epileptic  fit  or  a 
paroxysm  of  ague  ? 

I  was  called  on  some  years  since  to  attend  Mrs.  C,  a  lady  who  was 
ill  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  miscarriage  at  the  third  month.  She  in- 
formed me  that  she  had  had  a  miscarriage  at  the  end  of  the  third  month 
of  her  first  pregnancy.  She  reached  nearly  to  her  full  time  on  the  second 
occasion,  fell  into  puerperal  convulsions  in  her  labor,  and  was  delivered 
of  a  dead  child.    In  her  next  pregnancy  she  had  a  miscarriage  at  three 
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months  ;  in  her  fourth  at  three  months  :  and  now  in  her  fifth  she  was 
again  threatened  exactly  at  the  same  period.  She  informed  me  that 
everything  had  been  done  to  prevent  it.  She  had  been  bled  repeatedly, 
kept  for  weeks  upon  low  diet,  and  was  confined  during  the  time  entirely 
to  the  horizontal  position.  She  lived,  in  fact,  between  the  bed  and  the 
sofa.  In  this  new  attack  some  friends  recommended  her  to  send  for  me, 
with  the  hope  of  having  some  plan  of  treatment  devised  by  which  she 
might  be  enabled  to  go  on  to  her  full  time.  The  amount  of  the  hcemor- 
rhage  was,  however,  so  considerable,  and  the  uterine  pains  so  general 
and  regular,  I  told  her  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  miscarriage,  but 
if  I  was  informed  of  her  condition  on  any  future  occasion,  when  six  weeks 
or  two  months  should  elapse,  I  might,  perhaps,  succeed.  Miscarriage,  I 
believe,  took  place  on  that  night  or  on  the  next  morning. 

In  three  or  four  months  afterwards  I  received  an  intimation  from  this 
lady  that  she  was  two  months  pregnant.  On  considering  the  probable 
causes  of  the  previous  miscarriages,  I  could  not  detect  any  very  obvious 
one.  Her  health  was  excellent,  her  habits  regular,  her  diet  moderate. 
The  extreme  regularity  with  which  the  miscarriage  always  occurred  at 
the  end  of  the  twelfth  week  rather  confirmed  the  only  conjecture  I 
could  form,  that  it  depended  wholly  on  the  influence  of  an  acquired 
habit ;  and  the  question  necessarily  arose,  how  was  this  acquired  habit 
to  be  interrupted  or  controlled  ?  All  the  ordinary  measures  had  already 
been  adopted,  and  the  poor  lady  had  been  subjected  for  weeks  to  the 
most  irksome  and  tantalizing  restrictions,  without  the  slightest  advantage. 
In  this  difficulty  it  occurred  to  me,  that  as  periodical  attacks  of  epilepsy 
may  often  be  prevented  by  a  long  course  of  any  of  the  metallic  tonics, 
the  periodical  movements  connected  with  the  action  of  the  uterus  might  be 
also  under  their  control.  I  therefore  directed  my  patient  to  take  two  and 
a  half  grains  of  the  oxide  of  zinc,  with  two  grains  of  extract  of  hops, 
three  times  a-day,  and  after  each  pill,  two  tablespoonfuls  of  a  mixture 
of  valerian,  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  and  infusion  of  snake-root. 
She  was  also  ordered  a  box  of  pills,  containing  a  grain  of  opium  in  each, 
one  of  which  she  was  to  take  when  pain  came  on,  and  to  repeat  the 
dose  every  hour  until  relief  was  obtained.  As  she  was  of  a  nervous 
habit,  I  thought,  if  my  view  of  the  case  was  a  correct  one,  that  both 
bloodletting  and  confinement  to  the  sofa  would  rather  tend  to  increase 
than  lessen  the  danger,  by  weakening  the  general  tone  of  the  system,  and 
rendering  her  more  susceptible  of  slight  impressions.  I  therefore  advised 
her,  instead  of  lying  all  day  upon  the  sofa,  to  keep  out  in  the  open  air 
on  fine  days  as  much  as  possible,  without,  however,  fatiguing  herself,  and 
to  live  in  the  manner  she  usually  found  to  agree  best  with  her.  Under  this 
plan  of  treatment  she  passed  the  twelfth  week  without  the  slightest 
threatening,  to  her  very  great  joy  and  the  gratification  of  her  friends. 
Happening,  however,  in  about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  to  visit  a  sister  who 
was  very  ill,  she  was  so  shocked  at  her  appearance  that  she  was  imme- 
diately seized  with  the  usual  symptoms  premonitory  of  miscarriage.  She 
had  a  discolored  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  which,  in  a  few  hours,  was  fol- 
lowed by  uterine  pains,  being  exactly  the  symptoms  which  had  ushered 
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in  all  her  former  attacks.  She  took  the  opium  pills  as  I  had  directed 
her,  and  before  morning  the  pains  and  discharge  had  all  subsided,  and  in 
a  day  or  two  she  was  as  well  as  she  had  been  before.  She  then  resumed 
the  zinc  and  valerian  for  three  or  four  weeks,  after  which  period  I  did 
not  consider  it  necessary  to  continue  them.  She  went  on  to  her  full 
time  without  the  slightest  uneasiness,  and  was  finally  delivered  of  a  fine 
child,  which  is  now  well  and  thriving. 

Very  soon  after  this  lady  had  applied  to  me,  and  when  I  had  just  ob- 
tained strong  presumptive  evidence  of  the  success  of  the  treatment 
adopted,  Mrs.  H.  consulted  me  with  a  view  of  obtaining  advice  as  to 
the  best  means  of  preventing  premature  labor,  which,  she  feared,  was 
about  to  come  on.  It  had  already  occurred  to  her  four  times  succes- 
sively ;  the  infant  dying  in  the  middle  of  the  sixth  month,  and  her  de- 
livery of  a  dead  child  taking  place  at  the  end  of  it.  She  had  now  com- 
pleted the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  On  making  some  inquiries 
to  ascertain  whether  she  had  had  at  any  time  a  syphilitic  affection,  I 
could  only  glean,  that  she  had  suffered  with  soreness  in  the  vagina  for 
three  or  four  months  after  her  marriage,  for  which  mercurials  had  been 
prescribed.  This  was  obviously  a  very  different  case  from  the  one 
already  related.  In  the  latter,  haemorrhage  and  pain  came  on  first,  and 
the  child  died  as  a  consequence.  In  the  former,  the  child  died  in  the 
first  instance,  and  premature  labor  followed.  In  Mrs.  C.'s  case  the  mere 
influence  of  habit,  the  tendency  in  the  constitution  to  be  influenced 
periodically,  brought  on  labor.  In  Mrs.  H.'s  case  the  infant  died  through 
some  unknown  cause,  and  labor  came  on  because  of  its  death.  There 
did  not  appear,  therefore,  to  be  any  analogy  which  could  suggest  a  treat- 
ment precisely  similar.  Taking  into  consideration  the  probability  of  the 
child's  death  being  occasioned  by  some  syphilitic  taint  in  the  habit,  I 
therefore  decided  on  giving  calomel  and  opium  in  small  doses,  so  as  to 
affect  the  gums  slightly  ;  and  subsequently,  with  a  view  of  preventing 
the  accession  of  labor  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  month,  from  the  influence 
of  habit,  to  adopt  the  same  plan  which  had  been  pursued  so  successfully 
in  the  case  of  Mrs.  C.  After  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  sums  be- 
came  sore,  upon  which  the  calomel  was  suspended,  and  pills  of  oxide 
of  zinc,  with  the  valerian  mixture  prescribed  for  Mrs.  C,  were  substituted. 
Under  this  treatment  Mrs.  H.  passed  the  usual  period  at  which  labor  came 
on,  and  continued  in  good  health  to  the  7th  of  July,  when  she  was  at- 
tacked with  griping  pains  and  slight  flooding.  These  symptoms  sub- 
sided by  keeping  perfectly  at  rest,  and  taking  a  few  anodyne  pills.  On 
the  17th  of  the  same  month,  when  she  had  reached  within  four  weeks 
of  her  full  time,  she  was  seized  with  threatenings  of  labor,  and  on  the 
19th  was  delivered  of  a  living  child,  which  died  after  some  hours.  This 
lady  resided  in  the  country,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  me,  and 
could  not  receive  that  immediate  attention  and  advice,  which,  if  she  had 
been  in  town,  would  probably  have  enabled  her  to  go  to  her  full  time. 

About  the  same  time  these  cases  wexe  under  my  care,  I  was  consulted 
by  Mrs.  A.,  who  had  also  been  seized  with  premature  labor,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  infant  dying  in  the  seventh  month,  for  three  successive 
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years.  In  her  last  labor  she  was  seized  with  violent  puerperal  convul- 
sions, during  which  she  was  delivered  of  an  infant,  which  had  evidently 
been  dead  for  many  days. 

I  had  not  had  the  medical  management  in  the  earlier  labors,  and  was 
merely  called  in  a  little  before  the  lady's  confinement ;  in  the  last  I  had, 
therefore,  no  opportunity  of  adopting  any  preventive  treatment.  When 
she  was  again  pregnant,  however,  and  approached  the  seventh  month,  I 
adopted  the  same  treatment  as  I  had  done  in  the  former  cases,  partly  to 
counteract,  if  possible,  any  tendency  to  labor  arising  from  acquired  habit, 
and  partly  that  I  thought  it  not  impossible  the  same  influence  which  was 
capable  of  controlling  a  periodical  movement  in  the  system  comprehend- 
ing months,  might  also  control  causes  tending  to  the  death  of  the  child. 
The  lady  took  the  oxide  of  zinc  pills  and  valerian  mixture,  three  times 
a-day,  for  some  weeks  before  the  period  when  labor  might  be  expected  ; 
and  she  had  opium  pills  by  her,  one  of  which  she  was  directed  to  take 
whenever  she  was  seized  with  uterine  pains.  These  last  she  had  no  oc- 
casion to  take,  having  gone  on  remarkably  well  to  her  full  time,  when 
she  fell  into  a  natural  labor,  and  was  delivered  of  a  living  child  :  it  ex- 
pired, however,  almost  immediately  after.  It  was  obvious  here,  that  the 
treatment  had  actually  accomplished  both  the  objects  I  had  in  view  ;  it 
had  broken  up  the  morbid  habit,  and  it  had  so  interfered  with  the  poi- 
sonous influence  which  had  heretofore  so  invariably,  in  the  seventh 
month,  caused  the  death  of  the  child,  that  the  latter  was  born  alive.  Its 
death  so  soon  after  birth,  without  any  obvious  cause,  suggested  the  possi- 
bility of  some  syphilitic  taints  in  the  parents,  which  led  to  very  particu- 
lar inquiries.  The  father,  it  appeared,  had  not  had  a  syphilitic  affection 
for  ten  years  before  his  marriage,  and  never  had  one  since.  Acting, 
however,  on  the  possibility  that,  even  after  that  long  period,  some  dele- 
terious influence  might  have  been  communicated  to  the  mother,  and  thus 
evinced  itself  in  the  feeble  vitality  of  the  offspring,  I  placed  the  lady, 
as  soon  as  she  was  out  of  her  confinement,  under  a  mild  course  of  calo- 
mel (one  grain  every  night,  until  her  gums  became  tender),  and  again, 
when  she  readied  the  dangerous  period,  resorted  to  the  zinc  and  valerian. 
1  had  now  the  happiness  of  finding  all  my  hopes  realized;  she  went  to 
her  full  time,  and  had  a  fine  living  infant,  which  has  since  been  going 
on  well. 

In  the  first  of  the  cases  I  have  given,  in  which  abortion  occurred  ap- 
parently from  the  acquired  habit,  the  treatment  was  quite  successful. 
The  diposition  to  premature  action  in  the  womb  was  controlled  exactly 
as  the  movements  to  a  fit  of  epilepsy  or  of  ague  might  have  been  arrest- 
ed by  some  similar  means.  Quinine,  carbonate  of  iron,  or  nitrate  of 
silver,  might  have  accomplished  the  object  probably  as  well  as  the  oxide 
of  zinc  and  valerian.  The  latter  were  preferred  chiefly  because  I  be- 
lieved they  would  be  less  likely  to  injure  the  fcetus,  but  also  because  I 
had  considerable  confidence  in  the  influence  which  both,  and  especially 
which  large  doses  of  valerian,  possesss  over  the  nervous  movements. 
In  the  second  case,  the  lady,  who  had  fallen  into  labor  on  four  succes- 
sive occasions  at  the  sixth  month,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the 
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child,  carried  her  child  to  the  eighth  month,  and  it  was  born  alive.  This 
instance,  however,  can  hardly  be  adduced  as  evidence  of  the  influence 
of  the  zinc  and  valerian,  as  it  seems  probable  the  death  of  the  child, 
and  consequent  premature  labor,  were  owing  to  some  syphilitic  taint, 
which  was  removed  by  the  mercurial  treatment.  In  the  third  case — 
that  of  Mrs.  A.  Z. — the  inference  as  to  the  truth  of  the  principle  as- 
sumed may  be  considered  more  satisfactory,  as  she  reached  her  full  time, 
and  had  even  a  living  child  before  the  mercurial  treatment  was  adopted. 

These  cases  are  so  few  in  number  that  I  offer  them  to  the  profession, 
as  evidence  of  the  novel  application  of  a  principle  long  recognized  in 
the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  ague,  and  other  periodical  diseases,  with  some 
diffidence.  The  legitimate  manner,  however,  in  which  the  analogy  was 
inferred,  and  the  remarkable  success  attending  the  remedial  measures  it 
suggested,  were  too  striking  not  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  my  own 
mind. 

The  extreme  difficulty,  too,  which  practitioners  so  often  find  in  the 
prevention  of  abortion  and  premature  labor,  as  well  as  the  deep  interest 
which  married  people  naturally  attach  to  successful  treatment  in  such 
cases,  invest  suggestions  supported  by  even  a  very  limited  experience 
with  some  importance.  The  valerianate  of  zinc,  which  was  not  in  use 
at  the  time  these  cases  were  under  treatment,  would  have  been  a  far  more 
desirable  preparation,  and  probably  quite  as  effective.  Where  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  continue  medicines  of  this  class  for  a  long  period,  it  is  a  great 
object  to  be  in  possession  of  such  an  elegant  substitute  for  so  disagreeable 
a  mixture  as  the  valerian. — Dublin  Med.  Journal. 


CASE  OF  PROBABLE  CANCER  OF  THE  PYLORUS. 
^Communicated  for  tne  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

July  20,  1847. — Mrs.  T.,  aged  about  50,  some  four  months  since  had 
what  appeared  to  be  an  attack  of  dyspepsia,  with  occasional  vomiting  of 
a  small  quantity  of  blood,  considered  at  the  time  haemoptysis.  Gradual 
emaciation  took  place  from  the  attack.  She  vomited  the  contents  of  her 
stomach  more  and  more  frequently,  until  this  took  place  at  least  after 
every  meal,  her  food  being  retained  long  enough  to  ferment.  Habitual 
and  obstinate  costiveness  ;  pulse  75,  soft  and  rather  weak  :  complained 
of  but  little  pain,  but  a  very  disagreeable  sensation,  to  use  her  own  lan- 
guage, of  "  drawing  at  the  bottom  of  her  belly."  She  had  some 
years  previously  had  a  polypus  (very  large  and  of  long  standing,  and 
which  had  greatly  impaired  her  general  health)  removed  from  her  uterus. 
After  its  removal,  however,  her  health  improved,  and  she  became  slightly 
corpulent  until  her  present  attack.  Supposing  that  the  sensation  com- 
plained of  might  have  some  connection  with  that  organ,  it  was  exa- 
mined, and  found  healthy.  The  urine  was  scanty,  turbid,  and  offensive 
in  odor,  but  no  analysis  was  made  of  it.  The  case  was  concluded  to 
be  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  she  was  put  upon  the  use  of  pil.  hyd.  and  ext. 
coiocynth  comp.,  to  be  assisted,  if  necessary,  with  senna  and  enemata. 
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Visited  her  again  on  the  28th,  and  to  my  surprise  found  that  her  bowels 
had  not  acted  since  my  first  visit,  notwithstanding  she  had  taken  half  a 
dozen  of  the  pills,  and  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  of  strong  infusion  of  sen- 
na, with  several  enemata  each  day.  These  last  had,  however,  been  im- 
perfectly administered  with  a  bladder.  As  she  was  complaining  of  the 
drawing  at  the  time,  her  naked  abdomen  was  inspected.  At  the 
moment  that  her  abdomen  was  exposed,  there  was  a  considerable  ful- 
ness of  the  lower  portion  of  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  extending 
downwards  through  the  left  lumbar.  This  fulness  was  evidently  pro- 
duced by  fluid,  which  could  be  readily  thrown  into  agitation,  and  its  fluc- 
tuation perceived.  During  the  moment  of  ascertaining  its  character,  the 
fluid  mass  commenced  moving  towards  the  right  side,  and  undulated  for- 
cibly from  side  to  side  many  times,  describing,  in  its  course,  a  semicircle 
below  the  umbilicus,  that  being  the  centre  of  the  semicircle  described. 
Had  the  fluid  mass  stopped  in  the  middle  of  its  course,  it  might  readily 
have  been  supposed  to  be  an  over-distended  bladder.  It  did  not  rise  so 
high  as  the  umbilicus  at  its  place,  nor  on  the  right  side ;  but  on  the  left 
side  rose  above  a  level  with  that  part.  It  was  large  enough  to  be  the 
colon  greatly  distended,  and  such  it  was  at  the  moment  suspected  to  be, 
and  that  there  was  some  serious  obstruction  below  or  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  sigmoid  flexure.  I  now  procured  a  large  and  excellent  syringe, 
and  placing  the  patient,  with  her  hips  elevated  as  high  as  possible,  and 
her  face  down,  threw  into  the  rectum  more  than  half  a  gallon  of  warm 
soap  suds,  which  was  retained  a  minute  or  two,  and  passed  off,  bringing 
a  few  scybalous  lumps  of  faxal  matter.  I  was  convinced  that  it  could 
not  be  the  colon  which  contained  the  fluid.  Suspicion  now  fell  upon  the 
ilio-csecal  valve,  and  the  small  intestines  or  some  part  of  them  had  been 
supposed  immensely  distended.  Not  having  seen  any  of  the  matter 
ejected  in  vomiting,  I  could  not.  be  satisfied  whether  it  was  stercoraceous. 
The  attendants  said  it  had  no  peculiarity  about  it,  except  that  it  was 
very  sour.  It  appeared  to  be  the  food  or  medicine  which  she  had  taken 
recently,  in  a  fermented  condition.  A  consultation  with  Dr.  W.,  an 
eminent  physician  of  Murfreesboro',  was  had  on  the  3d  of  August ;  the 
plan  above  detailed  having  been  pursued  in  the  mean  time,  accompanied 
with  anodynes,  antispasmodics,  &c. 

We  found  her  much  as  at  first  described,  except  considerably  weaker. 
Fluid  mass,  occupying  left  side,  much  larger.  A  little  manipulation  put 
it  into  motion,  and  it  went  through  the  same  turbulent  undulations,  resem- 
bling somewhat  aggravated  peristaltic  action.  Handling  it  somewhat 
pertinaciously  produced  pretty  free  vomiting,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction 
of  ascertaining  for  ourselves  that  it  was  not  stercoraceous.  The  matter 
ejected  consisted  of  the  water,  tea,  and  small  quantity  of  diet  which  she 
occasionally  took,  of  an  acid  smell,  and  blackened,  as  if  slightly  tinged 
with  ink.  The  fulness  of  the  tumor  greatly  diminished,  but  no  differ- 
ence in  fulness  was  at  any  time  perceived  at  the  scrobiculis  cordis.  We 
were  now  satisfied  that  the  fluid  could  not  come  from  the  small  bowel, 
and  consequently  that  the  obstruction  must  be  at  the  pyloric  orifice  of  the 
stomach,  that  organ  being  displaced  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  give  rise 
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to  the  appearances  above  detailed.  The  actual  point  of  obstruction  was 
not  detected  at  that  visit  ;  but  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  when  her  abdo- 
men was  more  flaccid,  it  was  found  so  readily,  that  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  same  careful  manipulation  which  at  last  found  it,  would - 
have  done  so  at  any  time.  There  was  below  and  to  the  right  of  the 
umbilicus  a  tumor,  as  large  as  a  pullet's  egg,  though  not  of  that  shape. 
It  was  distinctly  cylindrical,  gave  some  little  pain  on  being  grasped  or 
pressed  upon,  and  was  entirely  moveable.  The  disease  was  pronounced 
scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  and  incurable.  I  continued  to  visit  her  up  to 
August  9th.  During  all  that  time  her  symptoms  varied  scarcely  at  all, 
except  a  gradual  loss  of  strength.  On  the  7th,  she  vomited  some  grains 
of  green  corn  which  she  had  swallowed  some  three  or  four  weeks  pre- 
viously. Some  of  them  were  but  little  altered,  and  some  were  almost 
entirely  black  ;  these  were  the  last.  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  black- 
ened ones  were  impacted  within  the  scirrhous  ring  (if  that  was  the  affec- 
tion) ?  She  lingered  until  the  13th,  when  she  expired.  Her  bowels 
acted  once,  if  not  oftener,  spontaneously,  after  she  ceased  vomiting, 
which  was  on  the  8th  or  9th. 

Autopsy  was  not  permitted.  Geo.  D.  Crosthwait. 

Murfrecsborough,  Tenn.,  Aug.  19,  1847. 


FORMIDABLE  HERNIA — SUCCESSFUL  OPERATION. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I  herewith  communicate  a 
brief  statement  of  the  case  of  Mrs.  H.,  before  and  since  her  arrival  in 
this  country,  and  also  the  result  of  my  recent  operation  and  treatment  for 
the  radical  cure  of  her  long-continued  infirmity,  which  has  at  times 
given  her  inexpressible  agony,  and  kept  her  in  almost  constant  fear  of 
sudden  death. 

Mrs.  H.  was  born  in  Scotland  ;  age,  37  years ;  has  naturally  a  deli- 
cate constitution  ;  was  married  at  20,  and  has  given  birth  to  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  When  about  four  months  preg- 
nant with  her  first  child,  she  ruptured  herself  on  the  left  side  (as  she 
supposed)  by  vomiting  from  sea  sickness  while  crossing  the  Irish  chan- 
nel to  Liverpool.  She  resided  in  London  eleven  years,  immediately  after 
the  accident  happened  to  her.  Six  of  her  children  were  born  while  she 
lived  in  London.  In  consequence  of  her  peculiar  situation  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  which  she  spent  in  that  city,  the  hernia  had 
gradually  increased  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  bid  defiance  to  every  at- 
tempt to  retain  it  by  trusses,  bandages,  supporters,  &c,  and  frequently 
became  so  much  incarcerated  as  to  require  from  her  attending  physicians, 
Drs.  Babington  and  Palmer,  eight  to  ten  hours'  manipulation,  before 
reduction  and  relief  could  be  afforded.  These  gentlemen  were  more  than 
once  under  the  necessity  of  calling  in  consultation  and  assistance,  Drs. 
Russell,  Taunton  and  Cutter,  each  concurring  in  the  opinion  that  the 
case  in  question  was  far  the  most  formidable  and  difficult  that  had  ever 
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come  within  their  professional  observation.  In  the  year  1841  Mrs.  H, 
and  her  family  came  to  Boston,  where  she  has  since  lived  (her  husband 
having  died  about  two  years  after),  and  in  consequence  of  her  obscure 
and  dependent  condition,  her  sufferings  from  disease,  Sic,  has  excited  the 
sympathy  and  aid  of  many  kind  friends,  whose  benevolence  she  is  ever 
ready  to  acknowledge.  Among  her  medical  friends  of  Boston,  to  whom 
she  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  on  account  of  services  rendered  when  most 
needed,  and  advice  given  from  time  to  time,  are  Drs.  Gregerson,  Clarke, 
Fisher,  and  J.  Mason  Warren,  who  have  recommended  and  applied 
trusses  of  different  kinds,  but  with  no  essential  relief,  so  accustomed  had 
the  fallen  viscera  or  abdominal  contents  become  to  their  abnormal  posi- 
tion. It  was  at  last  deemed  necessary  to  consult  further,  and  especially 
in  reference  to  her  removal  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and 
the  performance  of  an  operation  in  the  hope  of  giving  some  relief ;  but 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  case,  I  understand  it  was  judged  to 
be  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  to  have  her  taken  to  that  institution,  in 
consequence  of  the  long  standing  of  her  complaint  (seventeen  years), 
and  the  morbid  state  of  some  of  the  parts  implicated,  the  size  of  the 
hernia  or  fallen  viscera,  callous  openings,  he. 

About  two  years  had  now  elapsed,  during  a  part  of  which  time  the 
disease  had  made  such  rapid  progress  as  to  interrupt  and  weaken  the 
natural  and  healthy  functions  of  the  bowels,  kidneys  and  bladder,  and 
had  produced  great  pain  and  distress  in  those  regions  of  the  body,  de- 
stroying her  usefulness  to  her  family,  and  rendering  life  a  burden.  By 
your  urgent  appeal  to  my  sympathy  in  her  behalf  (note  of  March  20th), 
that  something  might  be  done  to  benefit  her  condition,  if  possible,  I  was 
induced  to  see  and  examine  carefully  the  case  at  her  residence,  about  the 
first  of  April,  preparatory  to  an  operation  for  a  radical  cure,  if  such  an 
attempt  should  be  deemed  practicable.  In  the  erect  posture,  1  found 
situated  upon  the  left  side  a  tumor  or  protrusion  of  great  weight,  project- 
ing (especially  when  I  directed  her  to  cough)  down  the  thigh  to  within 
five  or  six  inches  of  the  knee.  It  was,  as  I  judged  from  the  feel  and 
symptoms,  made  up  of  a  portion  of  the  left  descending  colon,  small  in- 
testines, bladder,  omentum,  he,  and  of  the  size  and  shape  of  a  child's 
head  and  neck  (using  her  own  words,  "that  of  a  large  child"),  the 
neck  occupying  the  left  inguinal  region.  On  the  right  side  was  also 
situated  in  the  inguinal  space  a  smaller  protrusion  or  hernia  of  ten  years' 
duration,  the  size  and  shape  of  a  large  pear.  When  in  the  recumbent 
posture,  both  hernias  were  reducible  by  the  taxis,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  omental  mass  on  the  left  side,  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  which  the 
patient  said  could  not  be  returned  into  the  abdomen,  as  it  had  not  been 
reduced  for  twelve  years.  The  opening  through  the  external  oblique 
muscles  of  left  side  would  admit  freely  the  introduction  of  four  fingers, 
and  allow  them  to  pass  down  behind  the  viscera  upon  the  psoas  muscles, 
and  I  could  feel  distinctly  the  pulsations  of  the  external  iliac  artery. 
The  opening  on  the  right  side,  through  which  the  smaller  hernia  descend- 
ed, would  admit  two  fingers  with  the  loose  everted  skin.  The  operation 
which  I  usually  perform  in  such  cases,  was  now  proposed,  with  some  en- 
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couragement  of  success,  provided  other  rooms  could  be  obtained  better 
suited  to  her  condition  and  safety,  and  for  the  convenience  of  a  nurse, 
he.  The  result  of  my  examination  and  conclusion  in  the  case  was  at 
once  made  known  to  those  who,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  ever  ready  to 
render  prompt  assistance  to  the  suffering  and  afflicted  of  our  city.  After 
a  few  days  I  was  informed  that  everything  necessary  for  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  patient  had  been  provided  and  made 
ready  for  my  attention.  After  a  brief  preparatory  treatment,  1  succeed- 
ed in  reducing,  and  in  part  retaining  within  the  abdominal  cavity,  the 
hernial  protrusions,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  irreducible  portion  or 
omental  process  of  the  left  side. 

On  the  I  Oth  of  April,  1847,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Homans,  Gre« 
gerson,  Francis  and  others,  by  the  subcutaneous  introduction  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly delicate  knife,  constructed  and  used  by  me  for  this  kind  of 
operation,  I  divided  freely  but  cautiously  the  adhesions  existing  between 
the  irreducible  omental  portion  or  process  and  the  thickened  walls  and 
edges  of  the  oblique  muscles,  and  thereby  succeeded  in  separating  and 
reducing  the  tumor.  The  remaining  steps  of  the  operation  consisted  in 
introducing  a  very  small  instrument,  which  I  have  invented  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  irritating  the  tendinous  edges  and  parietes  of  the  hernial  open- 
ing, drawing  them  together,  and  leaving  them  to  heal. 

May  3d.— I  operated  on  the  right  side  or  smaller  hernia.  The  opera- 
tion gave  but  little  pain  to  the  patient.  The  entire  closure  of  the  broken 
inguinal  regions  and  subsequent  restoration  to  health  in  this  case,  was 
unusually  slow,  obviously  owing  to  hereditary  scrofulous  tendency  in  the 
system,  and  also  extreme  thinness  and  flabby  state  of  the  skin,  subcu* 
taneous  cellular  tissue,  oblique  muscles,  &c.  Since  the  cure  the  various 
textures  appear  thickened  and  firm.  The  natural  functions  of  the  bowels-, 
bladder,  uterus  and  kidneys  are  restored. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  I  removed,  assisted  by  Dr.  Storer,  from  the  left 
groin  and  inner  face  of  the  thigh,  a  large  fold  of  integument  or  thickened 
skin,  which  lay  puckered  up  and  loose,  giving  an  unnatural  appearance 
to  the  left  labia  and  adjacent  parts,  and  which,  if  allowed  to  remain,  must 
have  produced  much  inconvenient  irritation,  &c,  in  walking.  She  con- 
tinues entirely  well  of  her  hernia,  and  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks 
has  been  gradually  gaining  flesh  and  strength.  For  two  weeks  past 
she  has  been  absent  on  a  visit  to  a  neighboring  city. 

9  Winter  st.,  Boston,  Sept,  4th,  1847.     "  G,  Heaton,  M.D, 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 
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Physiology  for  Schools  and  Families. — A  series  of  School  Books  has 
been  commenced  by  Mrs.  L,  N,  Fowler,  of  New  York,  which  legitimately 
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falls  within  the  circle  of  our  observation,  because  the  books  relate,  largely,  to 
physiological  subjects.  Without  claiming  to  have  any  particular  right  to 
speak  of  educational  efforts,  yet,  feeling  an  interest  in  them,  in  common 
with  all  who  have  at  heart  the  comfort  and  best  physical  training  of  chil- 
dren, we  could  not  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass,  of  commenting  upon  one 
of  the  two  books  of  this  series  already  published.  What  have  families  to 
do  with  physiology  ?  might  be  asked.  The  family  is  the  place,  we  answer,  of 
all  others,  where  it  should  be  taught ;  but  unfortunately  for  the  age,  very  few 
persons  think  so.  In  schools,  however,  it  is  tacitly  acknowledged  that  the 
first  principles  can  be  admirably  taught — and  hence  authors  are  continually 
appearing  who  "write  for  little  minds,  or  rather,  undeveloped  capacities,  with 
a  view  to  preparing  them  for  a  more  elevated  system  of  mental  discipline 
when  they  are  old  enough  to  profit  by  it.  Ladies  have  rarely  attempted 
physiological  authorship,  and  perhaps  for  the  good  reason,  that  those  who 
have  adventured,  have  not  succeeded  well.  Polite  literature  is  considered 
their  natural  province,  and  hence  the  public  offers  no  strongly  marked  en- 
couragement towards  female  philosophers.  Mrs.  Fowler  seems  to  have 
been  influenced  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  therefore,  without  reference  to  the 
world's  notions  of  what  is  proper  or  improper  for  a  woman  to  do  in  the 
matter  of  education,  has  prepared  an  admirable  elementary  treatise  on  phy- 
siology, which  may  prove  an  interesting  remembrancer  to  those  who  have 
forgotten  much  that  others  have  yet  to  learn.  Although  there  are  but  six 
chapters,  they  contain  the  essence  of  the  larger  and  more  costly  productions. 
Had  a  few  more  plates  been  introduced,  they  would  have  made  her  efforts 
better  understood  by  children,  who  are,  it  is  presumed,  to  be  the  principal 
patrons.  Perhaps  the  next  edition  will  be  improved  in  this  respect.  We 
shall  hereafter  speak  of  another  scientific  tome,  from  the  same  gifted  source. 


Criticisms  and  Controversies  on  the  Nervous  and  Muscular  Systems. — ■ 
Our  learned  friend  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Bennet  Dowler,  M.D.,  has  appeared  in  a  new  character  in  the  number  of 
that  work  for  September.  He  has  a  long  article  under  the  title  of  "  Criti- 
cisms and  Controversies  relating  to  the  Nervous  and  Muscular  Systems," 
in  which  there  is  an  exhibition  of  intellectual  force  and  thoroughness,  cre- 
ditable to  any  man  who  engages  with  subjects  so  difficult  to  approach  as 
those  with  which  he  has  so  fearlessly  grappled.  It  is  one  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  this  gentleman  to  sweep  the  board,  when  he  bows  himself,  Sampson 
like,  to  exert  his  whole  power;  hence,  in  this  instance,  there  is  nothing  left 
for  those  who  may  come  after  him,  however  desirous  they  may  be  of  com- 
bat with  physiological  giants.  Dr.  Dowler  must  have  the  organ  of  caution 
prominently  developed,  as  he  blocks  all  the  wheels  of  the  great  engine 
which  he  rolls  over  the  highway  of  controversial  science,  by  the  latest  and 
best  authorities,  so  that,  while  taking  breath  for  another  exertion,  the  car- 
riage never  runs  back  in  the  old  ruts. 

Medical  science  abounds  so  much  in  sober  realities,  that  he  who  can  find 
any  thing  for  merriment  in  its  labyrinths,  has  a  great  advantage  in  writing 
upon  it.  In  the  midst  of  one  of  the  closest  of  the  arguments  adduced  in 
the  pages  before  us,  in  regard  to  the  independent  motory  force  of  the  mus- 
cles, Dr.  Dowler,  without  an  apparent  effort,  and  certainly  in  good  humor, 
makes  the  Croonian  lectures  on  muscular  motion,  already  continued  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  years,  appear  exceedingly  ridiculous.    *'  It  is  easy 
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to  swim,  when  held  up  by  the  chin,"  says  the  doctor,  in  allusion  to  the  an- 
nual prize  for  a  lecture  on  muscular  motion.  On  the  13th  page  there  is  a 
fair  specimen  of  this  gentleman's  tact,  which  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
extracting  : — 

"  How  brainless  infants  contrive  to  cry,  suck,  and  excrete,  I  will  not  tell 
the  Reviewer,  because  I  do  not  know.  But  this  I  know,  that  if  Reflexians 
fix  as  the  point  of  departure,  the  morphological  type,  unmeaning  experi- 
ments upon  the  spinal  marrow  of  the  inferior  animals,  under  denaturalizing 
processes,  and  thence  proceed  by  analogizing  speculations,  to  appropriate  to 
their  theory  the  encyclopaedia  of  medical  science,  not  excepting  '  all  the  emo- 
tions, appetites,  and  passions,'  surely,  experiments  upon  the  human  subject 
must  be  far  more  conclusive  and  comprehensive,  and  were  they  applied  in 
the  same  latitudinarian  manner,  nothing  would  be  left  for  future  discovery; 
muscular  motion  would  be  to  the  organic,  what  gravitation  is  to  the  inor- 
ganic world,  and  the  physiological  mechanism  would  be  like  the  celestial, 
but  a  matter  of  calculation,  an  estimate  of  simple  and  compound  forces  and 
velocities.  Until  then  a  mystery  will  hang  over  the  physiology  of  the 
!  anencephalus  infant,'  which  in  the  mean  time,  will  deserve  all  the  com- 
passion expressed  by  an  old  poet, — 

'  111  fated  youth  !  what  stars  malignant  shed 
Their  baleful  influence  o'er  thy  brainless  head.'  " 


Philosophy  of  Charming. — There  is  some  perplexity  in  ascertaining  for 
what  particular  class  of  students  a  work  is  designed  which  is  constructed 
like  the  one  before  us,  with  the  title  "Fascination,  or  the  Philosophy  of 
Charming;  illustrating  the  Principles  of  Life  in  connection  with  Spirit  and 
Matter;  by  John  B.  Newman,  M.D.,"  &c.  To  make  it  very  clear  to  the 
person  into  whose  hands  a  copy  may  fall,  that  the  book  is  having  an  im- 
mense  run,  in  the  language  of  the  trade,  these  words  appear  just  below  the 
author's  name,  "  second  thousand."  Now  this  may  be  a  mere  trick  of  a 
publisher,  of  which  Dr.  Newman  is  wholly  ignorant; — and  it  is  possible 
the  edition  does  really  sell  uncommonly  well.  Nevertheless,  "good  wine 
needs  no  bush,"  said  one  who  was  familiar  with  the  intricacies  of  the  hu- 
man heart. 

Without  admitting  this  to  be  a  learned  production,  or  even  very  surpris- 
ing in  its  character,  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  it  was  not  an  interesting 
compilation  of  stories,  gleaned  from  ancient  and  modern  sources,  illustrative 
of  the  force  of  imagination.  There  is  scarcely  a  new  idea  in  it, — and  the 
facts,  some  of  which  are  venerable  with  age,  although  ingeniously  intro- 
duced to  prop  up  a  theory,  would  not  have  much  weight  with  men  of  pro- 
found physiological  attainments.  An  examination  of  the  contents  of  the 
second  chapter  would  lead  one  to  suspect  that  there  was  an  addled  brain  at 
the  bottom.  It  reads  thus  : — "  Adam  acquainted  with  fascination— The  town 
of  Mansoul,  built  by  King  Shaddai  in  the  country  of  the  Universe — Its 
privileges  and  their  forfeiture- — Locality  of  heaven — Material  world  con- 
tained in  the  spiritual — Encampment  of  angels— -Stephen— Elisha  and  his 
servant — Idolatry — Discovery  of  fascination  after  the  deluge— Worship 
of  Satan— Heathen  Magi  the  first  fascinators,  and  their  apotheosis,"  &c.  &c. 
Besides  ten  chapters,  there  is  an  appendix — the  whole  making  an  uncom- 
monly inviting  volume  in  its  mechanical  appearances.  The  author  has  in- 
dustry—otherwise he  never  could  have  collected  this  farrago  of  scraps — and 
that  his  organ  of  constructiveness  is  active,  is  inferred  from  the  circum- 
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stance  that  he  has  built  up  a  treatise — yet  much  after  the  manner  a  child 
would  erect  a  house  of  wooden  blocks,  without  symmetry,  without  strength, 
and  therefore  of  little  utility. 

A  conversational  style  is  a  miserable  one  for  the  inculcation  of  philo- 
sophical instruction.  It  was  fashionable  some  fifteen  years  ago  to  produce 
familiar  manuals  on  chemistry,  botany,  conchology,  &c,  for  popular  in- 
struction ;  but  they  all  fell  through,  simply  because  they  were  written  down 
to  minds,  instead  of  up  to  them.  If  this  "  second-thousand  "  book  falls 
into  neglect  at  last,  as  we  fearlessly  predict  that  it  will,  Dr.  Newman  may 
charge  the  pecuniary  misfortune,  should  it  prove  to  be  one,  partly  to  this 
style  of  writing. 


Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. — A  report  of 
the  celebrated  University  school  of  medicine,  for  the  year  1847,  came  too 
late  for  an  extended  examination  the  present  week.  The  prospects  of  the 
school  are  flattering,  and  its  strength  increases  with  its  years.  Dr.  Jacob 
Randolph  is  the  newly-appointed  professor  of  clinical  surgery,  but  the  chair 
of  chemistry  has  not  yet  been  filled. 


Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine.— At  a  meeting  of  the  class,  some 
hearty  resolutions  were  adopted,  expressive  of  the  confidence  reposed  in 
the  College.  Thus:— 

"  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  congratulate  its  founders  and  supporters 
upon  the  unprecedented  patronage  which  has  attended  its  first  session, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  the  Faculty  have 
filled  their  respective  chairs,  certainly  entitle  this  College  to  a  rank  among 
the  best  in  our  land,  and,  in  our  opinion,  cannot  fail  to  place  it  in  that 
position. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  unwearied  attention  and  faithfulness  of  the  profes- 
sors in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  their  uniformly  kind  and  gentle- 
manly bearing  towards  us,  command  our  lasting  esteem  and  gratitude. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  this  College  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  all  gentlemen  visiting  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending medical  lectures." 


2Ccto  srortt  <&Qtztnponiitntt. 


Ship  Fever.— The  needless  panic  in  which  city  and  country  have  in- 
dulged in  relation  to  ship  fever,  has  now  nearly  subsided,  the  disease  called 
by  this  name  having  almost  been  banished  from  our  hospitals  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  this  city.  Still,  its  prevalence  and  fatality  among  the  immi- 
grants landing  by  cargoes  at  Quebec  and  other  ports  in  Canada,  are  topics 
of  melancholy  interest  to  the  profession,  and  of  sad  reflection  to  every  phi- 
lanthropist. Famine  and  pestilence  would  seem  to  be  inseparable,  as  seen 
in  the  history  of  all  the  past.  But  they  are  not  necessarily  so,  for  though 
starvation  may,  per  se,  generate  disease,  yet  unless  other  morbid  agencies 
be  superadded,  pestilential  fever  would  not  be  thus  engendered.  Unhap- 
pily, however,  in  time  of  famine  in  any  country,  the  sufferings  of  the  poor 
consist  not  merely  in  the  scarcity  of  food,  but  of  nearly  every  variety  of 
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privation.  Hence  multitudes  of  such,  by  the  crowded  apartments  they  are 
compelled  to  occupy,  while  they  linger  at  home,  and  still  worse  by  the 
throngs  which  are  found  on  ship  board  when  driven  to  emigration,  are  de- 
prived of  that  vital  element  air,  which  is  more  essential  to  life  than  even 
food  itself.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  sufferers  find  themselves  in  an 
atmosphere,  not  only  confined  by  reason  of  the  lack  of  ventilation,  but  con- 
taminated and  polluted  by  the  filth  which  invariably  accumulates  within 
crowded  apartments,  despite  of  any  effort  at  cleanliness.  Such  is  doubtless 
the  rationale  of  the  etiology  of  ship  fever. 

Disturbance  at  Bellevue  Hospital. — Allusion  was  made  in  the  last  No. 
of  the  Journal  to  the  late  disturbance  at  Bellevue,  and  "  an  explanation 
vociferously  demanded."  The  facts  lie  in  a  nutshell,  and  are  as  follows: 
The  Eesident  Physician  refused  to  appoint  one  of  the  applicants  for  the 
post  of  Assistant  Physician.  Two  or  three  of  the  Assistants  were  dis- 
pleased, and  undertook  to  coerce  his  appointment  by  manifold  acts  of  in- 
subordination, and  among  others  by  keeping  him  in  the  Hospital,  and  en- 
couraging his  repeated  intrusion  at  the  table  of  the  Alms  House,  under 
cover  of  alternate  introductions.  After  repeated  admonitions,  the  intruder 
was  forcibly  ejected  from  the  dining  room  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Alms  House,  in  doing  which  he  was  resisted  by  the  faction,  who  had  been 
for  weeks  plotting  mischief,  and  one  of  the  Assistants  was  knocked  down, 
in  return  for  his  blows  inflicted  upon  the  Superintendent.  The  next  dayy. 
all  the  Assistants  who  took  part  in  the  row,  were  dismissed  from  office  by 
the  Resident  Physician,  because  of  their  numerous  acts  of  insubordination, 
consummated  by  their  breeding  this  riot.  The  remaining  Assistants,  who 
were  all  familiar  with  the  facts,  soon  after  came  out  with  the  following  card, 
which  plainly  tells  the  whole  story. 

"  The  undersigned,  Assistant  Physicians  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  under 
the  appointment  of  the  Resident  Physician,  feel  themselves  called  upon 
thus  publicly  to  express  their  concurrence  with  the  recent  act  of  discipline 
by  which  their  former  associates  have  been  removed  from  the  service  of  the 
Hospital  by  dismission.  While  we  regret  the  necessity  of  such  an  occur- 
rence, yet  with  our  knowledge  of  the  circumstances,  we  believe  the  course 
pursued  by  Dr.  Reese  was  imperatively  called  for,  and  he  is  sustained  by 
our  united  convictions  of  his  duty  to  the  public  interest. 

B.  F.  Wendel,  C.  B.  Dayton, 
0.  H.  Mott,  E.  C.  O'Neil, 

N.  R.  Davis,  Wm.  Kelly, 

G.  H.  Kingsbury,     Henry  G.  Cox." 


To  Correspondents. — A  communication  on  Mineral  Paste,  in  reply  to  the  one  by  Dr.  J.  S. 
Ware  in  No.  4  of  this  Journal,  could  not  have  been  written  in  the  place  and  at  the  time  indicated 
by  its  date  ;  its  signature  is,  also,  one  entirely  unknown  to  us.  We  must  therefore  decline  inserting 
it,  until  better  assured  of  its  origin. 


Died, — At  Bloomingdale,  N.  Y.,  Stephen  C.  Brewster,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Buxton,  Me. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  4th.  126.— Males.  66— females,  60. — 
Of  consumption,  11-— typhus  fever,  7— disease  of  the  bowels,  45— dysentery.  12— lung  fever,  4 — 
disease  of  the  heart,  5 — smallpox.  1 — debility,  1 — infantile,  13 — tumor.  1 — old  age,  2 — paralysis, 
1 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  3 — hooping  cough,  1 — convulsions,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — accidental,  2 
— cholera  morbus,  1— teething,  2— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3— diarrhoea,  8— canker,  1. 

Under  o  years,  62— between  5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years ,  27— between  40  ansl 
60  years,  15 — over  60  years,  14. 
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Temperature  of  the  Kenhavja  Salt  Wells. — It  has  been  frequently  stated, 
that  the  salt  wells  of  Kenhawa  do  not  conform  to  the  law  of  increasing 
temperature  with  descent  towards  the  interior  of  the  earth.  A  correspondent 
made  a  series  of  observations  on  this  point  a  few  months  since,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  water  of  those  wells  is  several  degrees  warmer  than  that 
of  the  springs  in  the  neighborhood.  For  example,  he  found  the  tempera- 
ture of  some  of  the  deepest  wells  63  degrees,  while  the  mean  temperature 
of  several  springs  around  was  48.  The  depth  of  the  deepest  well  is  nine 
hundred  feet. —  West.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Sur. 


Unhealthy  Condition  of  Austria. — The  Cologne  Gazette  announces  that 
the  sanitary  state  of  Austria  is  very  unsatisfactory  at  the  present  time.  The 
hospitals  of  Vienna  are  so  crowded  with  patients  that  no  more  can  be  ad- 
mitted, and  the  authorities  of  the  city  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  hiring 
several  houses  to  serve  as  temporary  hospitals.  The  prevailing  disease  is 
scurvy,  and  it  is  the  military  who  are  the  principal  sufferers.  This  sug- 
gests that  there  must  be  something  wrong  in  their  dietary,  and  in  the  gene- 
ral sanitary  regulations  under  which  they  are  placed. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA— MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. — Session  of  1847-8. 
The  Medical  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  October,  and  be  continued  under  (he 
following  arrangement,  to  the  end  of  March  ensuing. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,       .....       by  Nathaniel  Chapman,  M.D. 

Chemistry, 

Surgery,   William  Gibson,  M.D. 

Anatomy,  -       William  E.  Horner,  M.D. 

Institutes  of  Medicine,        ........    Samuel  Jackson,  M.D. 

Maieria  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  George  B.  Wood,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,       -      -    Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.D. 
Clinical  Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  by  G.  B.  Wood,  M.D.,  on  Medicine-,  and  by 
Jacob  Randolph,  M.D.,  on  Surgery. 

Demonstrative  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  twice  a  week,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Medi- 
cal Faculty,  assisted  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.D.,  and  H.  H.  Smith,  M.D. 

The  rooms  for  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  open  from  October  1st  to  the  end  of  March  ensuing. — 
John  Neill,  M.D.,  Demonstrator. 

Preliminary  Lectures  by  the  several  members  of  the  Faculty,  will  be  delivered  daily  from  the  4th 
to  the  16th  of  October,  inclusive. 

Fees.— Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University,  $105.    Matriculating  Fee  (paid  once  only), 
$5.    Hospital  Fee,  $10.    Practical  Anatomy,  $10.    Graduating  Fee,  $.30. 
The  Commencement  will  take  place  at  the  usual  period,  early  in  April. 
The  vacancy  in  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  will  be  filled  in  lime  lor  the  opening  of  the  Session. 

W.  E.  HORNER,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 

386  Chesnut  St.,  above  Thirteenth,  opposite  the  U.  S.  Mint. 
Philadelphia,  Aug.  2,  1847.  Aug.  J 1. — eptOct.18 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Austin  Flint,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  Webster,  M.D. 
Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  James  Hadley,  M.D. 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 
General  Pathology  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
The  fees  for  the  Course,  $62.    Matriculation  fee,  $3.    Boarding,  including  the  expenses  of  room, 
fuel  and  light,  from  $1,50  to  $2,25  per  week. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  daily  through  the  course,  at  which  a  great  variety  of  cases 
and  operations  are  presented.  The  cabinet  of  Materia  Medica  is  complete;  and  the  Pathological  de- 
partment has  been  enriched  by  recent  purchases  at  home  and  abroad.  The  most  ample  material  for 
dissection  will  be  supplied  at  all  times  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

New  York,  July  12,  1847.  July21— ept021  CHARLES  A.  LEE,  Dean. 

SURGICAL  SPLINTS. 
Goodwis's  Improved  Splints,  in  sets  or  parts  of  sets,  for  sale  by 

JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Aus4— 6t  No.  33  Tremonl  Roiv. 

PANCOAST'S  SURGERY. 
A  second-hand  copy  of  this  valuable  work  may  be  obtained  at  this  office,  at  a  liberal  discount  from 
the  subscription  price.  Au»25— 
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WET  NURSES— COMPOSITION  OF  MILK. 

[M.  Donne,  well  known  as  an  excellent  French  writer  on  medicine,  has 
lately  issued  a  second  edition  of  his  work  on  the  management  of  infants. 
From  a  review  of  it  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  we  take  the  fol- 
lowing remarks.] 

Wet-nursing  is  the  general  rule  in  France,  the  exception  in  England. 
Not  only  is  there  a  vastly  greater  proportion  of  destitute  and  orphan  in- 
fants in  the  former  country,  but  even  in  the  middle  and  comparatively  easy 
classes  great  numbers  of  women  put  their  children  out  to  nurse  (fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  are  annually  sent  from  Paris)  in  order  that  they  may 
have  leisure  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  life,  which  with  us  devolve  on  the 
husband.  The  procuring  and  negotiating  for  nurses  is  a  separate  and 
profitable  occupation.  Not  only  has  the  government  a  central  depot  for 
such  women  to  resort  to  be  hired,  but  numbers  of  offices  are  opened 
by  private  speculators,  and  nurse-brokers  scour  the  country  for  leagues 
around  the  great  towns  in  search  of  women  who  can  (and  those  who 
cannot)  give  suck.  M.  Donne  gives  a  sad  account  of  the  impositions  that 
are  practised  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  supervision,  and 
the  consequent  frightful  amount  of  infantile  mortality.  Into  this  we  need 
not  follow  him,  as  happily  his  remarks  do  not  apply  to  our  own  country. 
It  may  be  useful,  however,  to  glance  at  his  directions  for  the  selection  of  a 
wet-nurse ;  and  the  most  important  of  these  is  the  ascertaining  the  con- 
dition of  her  milk. 

"  Milk  is  composed  of  several  distinct  parts,  some  of  which  are  dis- 
solved, and  others  swim  in  the  liquid  in  the  form  of  very  fine  particles. 
The  parts  in  a  state  of  solution  are  chiefly  the  caseum,  which  forms  the 
basis  of  cheese,  the  sugar  of  milk,  and  a  great  number  of  saline  substances, 
required  in  the  formation  of  animal  bodies.  The  solid  parts  in  a  state 
of  suspension  are  only  of  one  kind,  viz.,  the  fatty  or  butyraceous  portion 
of  the  milk.  So  that  we  may  form  a  just  idea  of  this  fluid  if  we  con- 
sider it  as  an  emulsion  in  which  the  caseum,  sugar,  &c,  are  dissolved, 
and  the  fatty  or  oily  substance  is  divided  into  little  rounded  particles. 
These  different  parts,  mixed  together,  are  not  distinguishable  by  the 
naked  eye :  but  if  we  place  a  drop  on  a  watch-glass,  and  examine  it  with 
a  microscope  magnifying  three  hundred  times,  we  perceive  a  multitude 
of  transparent,  rounded  granules,  resembling  small  pearls,  swimming  in  a 
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limpid  liquid.  These  little  balls,  of  which  frequently  more  than  a  hundred 
ranged  side  by  side  are  required  to  form  the  length  of  a  line,  are  what  are 
called  milk-globules,  composed,  as  chemical  agents  show  us,  of  fatty  or 
butyraceous  matter,  which,  by  their  union  through  the  means  of  churning, 
form  butter.  In  pure  and  unmixed  milk  we  absolutely  discover  no  other 
matter  than  these  globules,  perfectly  distinct,  brilliant,  freely  swimming 
in  the  liquid,  and  of  various  sizes,  from  the  smallest  point  to  a  certain 
dimension.  If  this  was  the  only  fact  we  had  to  examine,  its  proof  would 
be  of  importance ;  since  pure  milk,  collected  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances,  and  from  the  best  nurses,  never  presents  a  mixture  of  any 
other  substances.  It  is  therefore  an  unfavorable  indication,  of  which  we 
must  take  account,  when  we  meet  with  other  particles  than  the  milk-glo- 
bules properly  so  called,  as  happens  under  certain  circumstances  to  which 
we  shall  presently  advert. 

"  The  composition  of  milk,  like  that  of  all  fluid  intended  for  the  nutri- 
ment of  new-born  animals,  is  very  remarkable.  We  find  in  it,  as  in 
the  egg,  all  the  elements  necessary  for  the  nutrition  of  the  young,  every- 
thing which  enters  into  the  structure  of  the  various  organs  of  the  body. 
I  shall  hereafter  point  to  another  very  important  analogy  obtaining  be- 
tween the  milk  and  the  blood  itself,  which  it  so  approaches  as  to  repre- 
sent its  different  parts,  so  that  it  may  be  considered  as  a  first  state  of  that 
fluid — as  a  sort  of  blood  as  yet  imperfect,  which  only  wants,  so  to  speak, 
one  degree  more  of  organization  to  become  true  blood.  1  shall  quote 
some  curious  experiments,  during  which  we  have  seen  milk  injected  into 
the  veins,  circulate  with  the  blood,  supply  its  place  to  a  certain  point, 
and  become  rapidly  transformed  into  the  sanguineous  mass." — P.  77. 

The  richness  or  nutritious  properties  of  the  milk  is  pretty  exactly  re- 
presented by  the  proportion  of  globules  it  contains — the  sugar  and  caseuni 
being  usually  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  these.  The  utility  of  the 
microscope  in  deciding  upon  the  quality  of  milk  is  therefore  obvious.  The 
results  obtained  by  it  and  those  procured  by  the  more  elaborate  and  diffi- 
cult means  of  chemical  analysis  are  in  perfect  accordance.  The  amount  of 
cream  furnished  by  milk  affords  a  good  approximative  means  of  measuring 
the  richness  of  the  fluid — the  globules  rising,  like  all  other  oily  substances 
in  denser  fluids,  to  the  surface  in  the  form  of  cream.  The  proportion  of 
cream  may  be  exactly  ascertained  by  means  of  the  lactoscope,  or  by  small 
graduated  tubes.  M.  Donne  found  that  100  parts  of  good  human  milk 
admitted  into  one  of  these  tubes,  furnishes  three  parts  of  cream,  the  milk 
of  the  ass  but  one  or  two  parts,  and  that  of  the  cow  from  15  to  20  parts. 
A  too  poor  milk  is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  want  of  success  in 
suckling.  The  infant  dwindles  away,  while  the  cause  is  frequently  over- 
looked in  consequence  of  the  milk,  though  poor  in  the  amount  of  globules, 
being  abundant  in  quantity.  Poverty  of  milk  is  also  often  found  when  it 
is  small  in  quantity  ;  but  the  two  circumstances  are  in  no  wise  connected, 
for  there  may  be  short  supply  of  rich  milk.  This  is  only  injurious  because 
the  alimentation  is  incomplete  ;  but  an  abundance  of  poor  milk  may  oc- 
casion great  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs.  "  On  many  an  occa- 
sion I  have  shown  the  coincidence  of  diarrhoea,  or  even  muguet,  with  im- 
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poverished  milk."  But  M.  Donne  has  also  frequently  observed  the  ill 
effects  resulting  from  a  too  rich  milk.  Children  living  in  towns,  and  pos- 
sessed of  only  a  medium  digestive  power,  may  sometimes  in  this  way  be 
injured  by  the  too  nutritious  milk  of  a  strong  country  nurse.  Most  escape 
the  consequence  by  means  of  the  facility  with  which  they  vomit,  but  this 
is  not  the  case  with  all.  In  meeting  this  difficulty  we  must  bear  in  mind 
the  experiments  of  M.  Peligot,  from  which  it  results  that  the  longer  the 
milk  remains  in  the  breasts  the  more  aqueous  it  becomes  ;  and,  likewise,  if 
we  divide  the  result  of  one  milking  of  a  cow  into  three  portions,  we  shall 
find  that  the  first  ( or  that  longest  secreted )  is  the  most  watery,  the  second 
richer,  and  the  third  richest  of  all.  So  that,  when  the  milk  given  to  a 
child  is  too  rich  for  it,  we  should  elongate  the  periods  of  suckling ;  in  this 
way  giving  the  comparative  feeble  digestion  time  to  digest  each  meal, 
while  the  consistence  and  richness  of  the  milk  become  diminished  during 
its  sojourn  in  its  reservoirs. 

The  milk  may  be  subjected  to  changes,  either  from  the  admixture  of  mor- 
bid matters  foreign  to  its  composition,  or  from  an  incomplete  development 
of  its  proper  elements,  whereby  an  imperfect  formation  becomes  persistent. 
"  The  colostrum  contains  more  or  less  perfect  milk  globules,  united  in 
little  masses  by  means  of  a  mucous  substance,  and  corpuscles  of  a  peculiar 
character,  to  which  the  name  of  granular  bodies  may  be  given.  The  colos- 
trum is  not  converted  into  milk,  properly  so  called,  immediately  after  con- 
finement ;  and  even  when  the  viscous  yellow  color  of  the  fluid  has  become 
changed  into  the  dead  white  of  milk,  the  microscope  may  discover  in  the 
best  nurses,  for  two  or  three  weeks,  some  of  the  granular  bodies  swimming 
in  the  fluid."  This  is  of  no  consequence  ;  but  in  some  women  this  colos- 
tral  element  persists  for  weeks  and  months  ;  and  in  persons,  where  milk 
had  hitherto  been  normal  in  composition,  the  granular  bodies  become  de- 
veloped under  the  influence  of  general  disease  or  any  local  affection  of 
the  breasts.  Milk  of  this  description  acts  injuriously  on  the  digestive  or- 
gans of  the  child,  and  produces  various  symptoms  which  disappear  as  soon 
as  a  pure  milk  is  substituted. 

A  more  serious  change  is  produced  in  the  composition  of  milk  by  the 
presence  of  pus.  An  abscess  of  the  breast  will  give  rise  to  this  when 
situated  in  the  midst  of  the  mammary  gland,  and  in  communication  with 
the  lactiferous  tubes.  When  not  so  situated,  it  will  only  produce  the 
vitiation  in  the  condition  of  the  milk  before  alluded  to.  But  there  may 
be  suppuration  in  some  deep-seated  portions  of  the  gland,  without  any 
external  symptom;  and  M.  Donne  alludes  to  instances  in  which  he  has 
detected  the  existence  of  such,  solely  by  the  examination  of  the  milk  by 
the  microscope.  This  is  indeed  the  only  means  of  detecting  a  small  pro- 
portion of  pus  intimately  blended  with  the  milk,  and  is  quite  satisfactory  ; 
for,  although  there  are  both  pus  and  milk  globules,  these  differ  much  from 
each  other. 

"  The  milk  globules,  as  I  have  said,  are  little  spheres  of  various  sizes, 
perfectly  distinct  in  their  contour,  transparent  in  their  centres,  and  soluble 
in  sether  like  fatty  matters.  The  others,  on  the  contrary,  are  all  nearly 
the  same  size,  having  a  diameter  of  about  1-100  of  a  millimetre ;  they  are 
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fringed,  granular,  slightly  opaque,  insoluble  in  aether,  but  dissolve  in  am- 
monia, which  does  not  affect  the  milk  globules.  Moreover,  the  pus  glo- 
bules, like  all  azotic  matters,  are  changed  to  a  yellow  color  by  a  solution 
of  iodine,  which  exerts  no  effect  on  the  color  of  the  milk  globules." 
— P.  102. 

Even  supposing  we  had  no  positive  proof  of  milk  so  contaminated  acting 
injuriously  upon  the  child,  prudence  would  lead  us  to  remove  it  from  such 
a  breast.  But,  in  fact,  such  experience  does  exist ;  "  and  so  frequently  has 
M.  P.  Dubois  observed  mischief  result  from  the  suckling  children  under 
these  circumstances,  that  he  always  orders  an  immediate  cessation  of  suck- 
ling on  the  part  of  any  woman  in  whose  breast  the  formation  of  an  abscess 
is  menaced.  In  fact,  this  is  the  best  practice  for  both  mother  and  child  ; 
for,  so  far  from  diminishing  the  engorgement  of  the  organ,  suction  increases 
the  inflammatory  action,  and  makes  the  case  worse.  The  breast  should  be 
left  entirely  at  rest,  and  covered  with  an  emollient  poultice."  M.  Donne 
has  nearly  constantly  observed  that  women  troubled  with  cracked  nipples 
have  a  spare  quantity  only  of  impoverished  milk,  very  unfit  for  the  nou- 
rishment of  an  infant. 


PSORIASIS,  SYCOSIS,  TINEA. 
By  Robert  J.  Graves,  M.D. 

Early  in  the  year  1846,  my  friend  Mr.  Pakenham,  of  Henry  street, 
consulted  me  respecting  a  young  clergyman  who  was  annoyed  by  a  red- 
ness occupying  the  skin  of  the  upper  lip.  This  redness  was  permanent, 
but  liable  to  certain  remissions  and  exacerbations,  dependent  on  the  state 
of  the  weather  or  the  effects  of  diet.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  slightly 
elevated  state  of  the  engaged  portion  of  the  skin  ;  but  it  had  not  the 
elevated  pimples  of  acne,  or  the  suppurating  tubercles  of  sycosis.  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  termed  psoriasis  labialis,  and,  when  much  inflamed, 
secreted  an  increased  quantity  of  epidermis.  It  annoyed  him  much,  and 
prevented  him  from  using  his  razor  with  comfort.  He  was  very  anxious 
to  have  this  disfigurement  removed,  and  had  made  use  of  many  remedies, 
both  general  and  topical,  without  benefit.  As  the  disease  had  lasted 
several  years,  and  had  resisted  all  the  remedies  which  had  been  tried, 
both  by  London  physicians  and  myself,  I  advised  him  to  go  to  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  sulphureous  waters.  The  German 
physician  whom  he  consulted  there  considered  that  the  disease  depended 
upon  a  strumous  origin,  and  directed  him  not  to  use  the  waters,  but  to 
try  a  course  of  cod-liver  oil.  This  remedy  agreed  well  with  his  constitu- 
tion, and  after  some  time  he  was  able  to  consume  two  ounces  of  it  daily, 
which,  in  about  two  months,  effected  a  complete  cure.  That  the  Ger- 
man physician  took  a  correct  view  of  its  nature  I  have  no  doubt,  as  seve- 
ral members  of  my  patient's  family  have  suffered  from  scrofulous  diseases. 
It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  cod-liver  oil  was  made  into  an  emul- 
sion with  syrup,  mucilage  and  orange-flower  water,  in  which  shape  it  is 
comparatively  palatable. 


Psoriasis,  Sycosis,  Tinea. 


133 


Since  this  occurrence  I  have  often  had  success  in  the  treatment  of  lo- 
cal diseases  of  the  skin  which  I  suspected  to  depend  on  a  scrofulous 
taint,  and  have  thus  cured  obstinate  cases  of  sycosis,  impetigo  and  pso- 
riasis. I  may  add  that  in  all  such  patients  I  have  combined  with  the 
internal  remedy  the  insertion  of  one  or  more  issues  at  a  distance  from  the 
part  of  the  skin  affected  ;  and  in  sycosis  I  follow  Alibert's  plan  of  main- 
taining an  eruption  on  the  arm  with  tartar  emetic. 

In  certain  diseases  of  the  skin,  particularly  those  allied  to  psoriasis,  I 
have  found  the  use  of  gelatine  baths  of  the  greatest  possible  service. 
Two  gallons  of  size  may  be  added  to  each  warm  bath  for  an  adult,  or, 
if  the  odor  of  even  fresh  size  is  objectionable,  a  similar  quantity  of  isin- 
glass, or  calfs-foot  jelly,  may  be  used.  A  course  of  such  baths,  par- 
ticularly in  summer,  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  in  curing  dry 
and  scaly  diseases  of  the  skin. 

A  patient  of  mine  was  affected  with  psoriasis  of  the  scalp  for  several 
years.  It  was  extensive  but  not  severe,  and  did  not  interfere  with  the 
growth  of  the  hair.  He  sought  no  remedy  until  it  encroached  on  the 
forehead  and  thus  disfigured  him.  He  was  cured  by  using  hot-air  sul- 
phur baths  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  daily  for  a  month,  and  applying 
the  following  ointment  to  the  roots  of  the  hair  every  night  at  bed  time  : 
Biniodide  of  mercury,  one  scruple;  prepared  lard,  one  ounce;  oil  of 
lemon,  five  drops.  An  oil-silk  bathing  cap  was  worn  at  night,  and  the 
ointment  was  not  washed  out  in  the  morning. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  have  spoken  of  the  utility  of  lotions  of  nitrate 
of  silver  applied  to  the  scalp  in  tinea  capitis,  and  I  think  it  now  right  to 
add,  as  a  caution,  that  a  solution  of  ten  grains  to  the  ounce,  rubbed  over 
the  affected  spots  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  produced  in  one  little  girl  a 
sudden  inflammation  of  the  whole  scalp,  causing  many  sloughing  boils 
and  such  a  morbid  process  as,  it  is  true,  perfectly  cured  the  original  dis- 
ease, but,  for  the  time,  totally  destroyed  the  hair  on  many  part  of  the 
head.  After  two  years,  however,  the  hair  again  grew  partially  upon 
these  spots,  and  at  the  present  moment  the  new  crop  appears  so  much 
on  the  increase,  that  I  am  in  hopes  the  deformity  will  be  but  partial. 
Since  this  untoward  occurrence,  I  always  commence  the  treatment  with  a 
much  weaker  solution. 

In  cases  of  psoriasis  of  the  scalp  and  ears,  back  of  the  neck  and 
forehead,  cases  which  are  often  of  an  extremely  obstinate  and  trouble- 
some character,  and  occur  frequently  in  young  females,  I  have  seen  Sir 
P.  Crampton  adopt  with  success  the  following  treatment : — A  sixteenth 
of  a  grain  of  corrosive  sublimate,  dissolved  in  half  a  drachm  of  spirit 
of  wine,  is  to  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  in  four  ounces  of  a  mixture, 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  infusion  of  yellow  bark  and  decoction  of  sar- 
saparilla,  together  with  Donovan's  liquor  cinchonae,  and  the  fluid  extract 
of  sarsaparilla.  Along  with  this  internal  treatment,  he  advises  the  ap- 
plication to  the  parts  of  dilute  citrine  ointment,  with  the  addition  of  about 
one  third  of  the  unguent,  cerse  albae.  The  above  internal  remedies  are 
often  useful  in  scrofulous  ophthalmia.    The  late  Dr.  Colles  likewise  used 
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the  corrosive  sublimate  in  this  affection,  both  internally,  and  as  a  lotion 
externally,  dissolved  in  spirits  of  wine.— The  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal" 
of  Medical  Science. 


CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  VINEGAR. 
By  A.  H.  David,  M.D.,.  Montreal. 

Poisoning  by  acetic  acid  is  so  uncommon  an  occurrence,  1  have  to  re- 
quest a  small  portion  of  your  valuable  columns  for  the  details  of  a  case 
I  met  with  a  few  days  ago ;  in  which  the  patient — a  widow  woman> 
with  four  children— took,  as  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  a  quart  bowlful  of 
common  vinegar..  It  appears  that  she  had  been  dull  and  low  spirited 
for  two  or  three  days  previous,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  (as  her 
friends  suppose)  of  a  person  from  whom  she  had  received  the  most  mark- 
ed attention,  and  to  whom  she  had  been  attached  prior  to.  her  marriage 
with  her  late  husband.  When  I  saw  her,  about  three  hours  after  she 
had  taken  the  vinegar,  she  was  in  bed,  covered  with  a  cold  perspiration , 
and  trembling  from  head  to  foot,  and  apparently  alarmed  at  everybody 
and  everything  about  her.  Her  breathing  was  very  laborious  and  hur- 
ried ;  her  countenance  perfectly  wild,  and  the  pupils  dilated  ;  the  tongue 
was  dry  and  cold  ;  pulse  96  and  full ;  the  abdomen  much  distended, 
with  extremely  acute  pain  at  the  scrobiculis  cordis,  so  much  so,  that  the 
slightest  pressure  there  caused  her  to  shriek  out.  She  did  not  know  any 
one  about  her,  not  even  her  own  children,  nor  had  she  any  recollection 
of  anything  that  had  happened  from  the  time  of  taking  the  vinegar,, 
which  was  about  1 1  at  night,  not  even  of  her  having  gone  to  bed,  which 
she  was  the  last  in  the  house  to  do*  About  1  o'clock  the  inmates  were 
all  awakened  by  her  shrieking  for  cold  water,  of  which  she  had  drunk 
an  enormous  quantity  before  I  was  called  to  see  her.  There  was  not 
any  pain,  heat,  or  constriction  of  the  throat  or  fauces,  but  there  were 
slight  efforts  to  vomit.  Having  procured  some  sulphate  of  zinc,  I  gave 
her  two  scruples  in  a  cup  of  water,  which  soon  produced  full  vomiting,, 
with  great  straining,  I  had  then  to  leave  her,  but  ordered  full  and  re- 
peated doses  of  carb.  magnesia,  till  I  could  see  her  again,  which  I  did 
about  six  hours  after,  and  found  her  much  relieved,  and  only  complaining 
of  headache,  which  left  her  after  the  operation  of  a  dose  of  castor  oik 
Two  days  after,  she  was  taken  ill  with  a  slight  attack  of  continued  fever, 
but  is  doing  well. 

I  should  mention  that  the  quantity  she  threw  up  from  the  effects  of 
the  zinc  was  very  great,  and  smelt  strongly  of  vinegar,  which  she  still 
perseveres  in  saying  she  did  not  take,  although  she  was  seen  with  the 
bowl  filled  with  it  in  her  hands  by  some  of  the  family,  when  they  were 
retiring  to  rest,  she  maintaining  that  she  used  the  whole  of  the  vinegar  in 
bathing  her  head.  However,  I  think  we  have  strong  presumptive  evi- 
dence against  her  having  so  used  it,  and  are  justified  in  concluding  that 
she  took  the  whole  of  it. 

The  only  case  of  poisoning  by  acetic  acid  that  I  have  been  able  to 
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find,  is  the  one  related  by  Orfila  in  the  Annales  D'Hygiene,  and  quoted 
by  both  Beck  and  Christison.  The  experiments  instituted  by  Orfila 
prove  that  common  vinegar,  in  large  quantities,  was  found  destructive  to 
dogs  when  vomiting  was  prevented. 

Taylor,  in  his  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  says,  "  Acetic,  citric 
and  tartaric  acids  are  not  commonly  considered  to  have  any  poisonous 
action  on  the  body.  At  least,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  case  reported 
of  their  having  acted  injuriously  on  the  human  subject ;"  and  he  is  the 
only  modern  writer  on  medical  jurisprudence  who  takes  any  notice  or 
makes  mention  of  acetic  acid. — British  American  Journal  of  Medical 
and  Physical  Science. 


ON  THE  USE   OF  EUPATORIUM   PERFOLIATUM,  THOROUGHWORT, 

BONESET. 

B7,  T.  T.  Lockwood,  M.D. 

Eupatorium  is  a  tonic,  diaphoretic,  expectorant,  emetic  and  aperient. 
The  herb  derived  its  domestic  name  of  boneset  from  its  prompt  manner 
of  relieving  pains  in  the  limbs  and  muscular  system. 

In  the  following  diseases  I  have  found  the  boneset  peculiarly  valuable : 
Influenza,  catarrh,  bronchitis,  chronic  hepatitis,  dyspepsia,  chlorosis,  in- 
termittent fever,  anorexia  consequent  on  drunkenness,  sub-acute  and 
chronic  rheumatic  affections. 

Influenza. — In  this  disease  we  generally  have  to  encounter  pain  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  head,  sometimes  extending  down  to  the  cheek  bone, 
pain  in  the  back  and  limbs,  with  feelings  of  lassitude  and  universal  pros- 
tration, harassing  cough,  dyspepsia,  pulse  feeble  and  vacillating.  One 
peculiarity  of  influenza  is,  that  the  cutaneous  surface  generally  exhales 
a  morbid  perspiration,  resulting  apparently  from  a  passive  state  of 
the  skin. 

When  the  attack  of  influenza  is  unusually  severe,  accompanied  with  a 
bilious  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  it  is  generally  best  to 
precede  its  employment  by  a  mercurial  cathartic.  The  boneset  is  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease  as  it  occurs  in  old  people. 

In  the  treatment  of  chronic  hepatitis  with  the  thoroughwort,  the  mode 
of  administering  it  should  be  varied.  Every  third  or  fourth  day,  the 
warm  infusion  should  be  given  to  the  extent  of  inducing  slight  emesis, 
and  during  the  intermediate  days  a  moderate  use  should  be  made  of  the 
cold  and  warm  infusions  alternately. 

In  intermittent  fever  it  will  not  do  to  rely  upon  the  eupatorium  alone. 
My  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the  latter  complaint  with  this  remedy 
has  been  pretty  extensive,  and  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  it  has  no  specific 
influence  over  the  paroxysms,  and  should  only  be  looked  upon  in  the  light 
of  an  auxiliary. 

In  anorexia  consequent  on  drunkenness,  the  boneset,  from  its  combina- 
tion of  properties,  is  a  useful  remedy.    It  restores  the  tone  and  action 
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of  the  stomach,  and  acts  as  a  slight  stimulant  to  the  biliary  organs.  In 
ihe  last  complaint,  the  cold  infusion  is  generally  indicated. 

It  does  not  seem  to  increase  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  but  holds  a  middle  rank  between  the  relaxing  and  stimulat- 
ing diaphoretics. 

A  small  quantity  of  the  cold  infusion  of  boneset  can  be  used  in  the 
latter  stages  of  typhoid  or  typhus  fevers  with  marked  good  effect.  It  pre- 
serves the  action  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Manner  of  administration  : 
When  we  give  the  boneset  with  a  view  to  its  diaphoretic  or  emetic  effect, 
the  patient,  after  being  covered  in  bed,  should  be  induced  to  drink  a  wine- 
glassful  of  the  warm  infusion  every  half  hour.  After  the  fourth  or  fifth 
dose,  considerable  nausea,  with  free  diaphoresis,  ensues ;  should  vomiting 
be  desired,  give  the  patient  one  or  two  doses  more. 

Preparation. — One  and  a  half  ounce  of  the  dried  leaves  in  one  pint 
of  boiling  water. 

In  most  of  the  diseases  in  which  I  have  recommended  the  boneset, 
bloodletting  is  of  little  avail.  The  latter  seems  to  have  scarcely  any 
control  over  bronchitis,  influenza  or  catarrh.  It  weakens  the  patient 
without  making  a  decided  impression  upon  the  disease,  and,  to  say  the 
least,  it  is  of  doubtful  propriety. 

I  do  not  recommend  the  boneset  as  a  panacea,  but  consider  it  as  a 
valuable  indigenous  herb,  one  that  is  too  much  neglected  by  the  regular 
profession.  It  should  be  collected  about  the  tenth  of  August. — Buffa- 
lo Medical  Journal. 


LEUCORRHCEA. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Letjcorrhcea  (or  fluor  albus,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  discharge  of  a  thin  white  or  milky  secretion  from  the  vagina 
of  women  not  infected  with  a  venereal  virus)  is  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence, and  hence  a  correct  understanding  of  it  is  important.  For  to  at- 
tempt a  cure  in  any  case  without  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
origin,  causes  and  pathology  of  the  complaint,  is  preposterous.  In  the 
treatment  of  disease,  we  must  be  guided  chiefly  by  the  actual  condition  of 
the  whole  system, aswell  asthatof  the  diseased  parts.  This  being  granted, 
I  can  show  that  the  mass  of  practitioners  in  this  country  are  constantly 
treating  leucorrhoea  erroneously.  They  have  one  plan,  they  pursue 
that ;  and  when  it  is  adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  patient,  benefit  is 
derived  ;  if  it  fails,  the  case  is  put  down  amongst  the  "  incurables."  One 
has  this  method,  another  has  that ;  they  all  sometimes  cure,  but  often- 
times they  fail  of  their  end,  because  not  applied  upon  correct  patho- 
logical principles. 

Now  there  is  no  one  mode  of  treatment  for  leucorrhcea  ;  at  all  times 
the  malady  is  to  be  managed  in  accordance  with  the  general  principles 
of  medical  science — and  to  be  skilful  in  the  application  of  these  princi- 
ples, it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  pathology  and  causes  of  the  dis- 
ease constantly  in  view. 
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This  disease  consists  of  a  peculiar  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  vagina,  or  uterus,  or  both,  and  sometimes  of  ulceration  of 
these  parts,  which  latter  appears  to  me  to  be  caused  by  the  inflammation. 
It  is  characterized  by  a  more  or  less  copious  discharge  of  white  matter 
from  the  vagina ;  in  bad  cases  the  secretions  are  yellowish  or  greenish, 
with  an  offensive  odor,  resembling  that  issuing  from  the  vagina  of  one 
affected  with  gonorrhoea  virulenta.  It  so  closely  mimics  the  latter,  that 
it  is  often  difficult  to  decide  whether  the  case  be  not  really  gonorrhoea. 
Men  who  have  intercourse  with  a  patient  of  this  class,  are  liable  to  suf- 
fer from  the  infection.  Physicians  are  at  times  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  the  case  be  one  of  leucorrhoea  or  gonorrhoea.  Every  practi- 
tioner has  been  tried  in  instances  of  this  kind,  and  his  judgment  been 
given  more  upon  the  good  or  bad  character  of  the  woman,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  than  upon  his  own  real  knowledge  of  the 
matter;  and  I  believe  often,  after  strict  inquiry,  he  has  failed  in  the  end 
of  a  true  diagnosis.  But  leucorrhoea  in  its  worst  forms  requires  nearly 
the  same  management  as  gonorrhoea ;  therefore  an  error  is  not  dangerous, 
in  a  practical  point  of  view. 

After  the  discharge  is  established,  and  has  for  some  time  been  kept  up, 
the  patient  complains  of  debility,  loss  of  appetite,  great  fatigue  in  the 
erect  posture,  pain  and  dragging  sensation  in  the  back  and  loins ;  she 
likens  the  pain  sometimes,  in  severe  instances,  to  the  gnawing  of  a  dog 
at  the  spine.  Headache  is  a  constant  symptom.  She  becomes  nervous 
and  irritable.  Painful  micturition  is  mostly  present  during  the  complaint. 
A  well-known  train  of  horrid  and  sometimes  fatal  symptoms  follows,  if 
the  disease  is  suffered  to  go  on  unchecked,  the  patient  dragging  out  a 
miserable  existence  or  finding  a  premature  grave. 

Leucorrhoea  may  come  on  without  any  apparent  cause,  as  it  does  fre- 
quently in  juvenile  females  and  infants  ;  but  more  commonly  it  is  the  re- 
sult of  some  kind  of  irritation,  as  masturbation,  too  frequent  intercourse 
with  men,  miscarriages,  prolapsus  uteri,  &c.  Prolapsus  may  induce  the 
whites  by  exposing  the  mucous  membrane  to  the  air,  to  friction,  &ic. ; 
the  latter  may  bring  on  the  other  complaint,  by  producing  a  relaxed 
condition  of  the  muscles  of  the  uterus,  he. ;  so  that  one  of  these  affec- 
tions is  not  unfrequently  the  causing  agent  of  the  other,  and  they  often 
co-exist. 

If  our  attention  was  early  directed  to  these  patients,  we  should  in 
general  be  able  to  perform  a  permanent  and  speedy  cure.  But  the  con- 
trary is  most  commonly  the  case  ;  we  are  not  consulted  till  the  disease 
has  become  established,  and  the  patient  exhausted  by  the  constant  drain 
and  irritation  which  has  been  so  long  kept  up.  But  we  shall  always  be 
able  to  promise  relief  in  due  time,  often  a  permanent  cure. 

When  leucorrhoea  attacks  a  person  otherwise  healthy,  we  should  pre- 
scribe aperient  doses  of  Epsom  salts  (general  or  local  bloodletting  will 
scarcely  ever  be  required),  and  apply  a  strong  solution  of  argent,  nit. 
to  the  parts  affected,  two  or  three  times  a-day.  The  diet  should  be  ab- 
stemious. The  patient  should  take  only  gentle  exercise  for  eight  or  ten 
days,  in  the  course  of  which  time  a  cure  will  most  likely  be  accom- 
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plisbed.  This  is  the  general  plan  of  treatment  best  adapted  to  acute 
leucorrhoea. 

In  cases  of  long  standing,  we  have  a  different  course  to  pursue.  The 
patient  should  avoid  stimulating  food  and  drinks,  but  a  nourishing  diet 
is  mostly  beneficial.  Good  porter  and  old  wine  are  often  useful  in  pro- 
moting strength  and  appetite.  Gentle  exercise,  in  and  out  of  doors,  if 
the  patient  endure  it  well,  is  very  proper.  At  first  the  warm  hip  bath, 
and  afterwards  the  cold  shower  bath,  are  remedies  that  I  think  much  of. 
We  are  to  prepare  the  patient  for  the  cure  of  leucorrhoea  before  we  treat 
ber  for  any  particular  complaint ;  i.  e.,  we  must  endeavor  to  restore 
the  functional  harmony,  and  then  strike  at  the  root  of  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion. It  is  useless  to  attempt  a  cure,  without  relieving  the  patient  of  the 
numerous  difficulties  which  often  attend  the  complaint  before  we  apply 
our  remedies  for  the  local  disorder.  This  part  of  our  duties  will  vary 
with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  age  and  habit,  and  the  other  circum- 
stances of  the  cases,  as  we  before  stated. 

If  ulceration  has  not  taken  place,  we  may  next  administer  the  tincture 
of  cantharides  and  steel,  for  such  length  of  time,  and  in  such  doses,  as 
are  required.  R.  Tine,  ferri  chlorid.,  tine,  cantharidi,  aa  §  j.  M.  Dose, 
from  twenty  drops  to  two  teaspoon fuls  three  times  a-day.  Or,  a  mixture 
of  the  carbonate  of  iron  with  the  cantharides  (and  sometimes  a  little  of 
the  tincture  of  opium  should  be  added  to  quiet  the  irritation)  is  a  conve- 
nient form  for  this  use.  Or,  R.  Ferri  sulph.,  3  j.  ;  pulv.  cantharid., 
grs.  xx.  ;  syrupi,  q.  s.  M.  et  ft.  massa  in  pil.  no,  xxx.,  dividenda.  Dose, 
from  one  to  three  pills  thrice  a-day.  The  smaller  doses  should  first  be 
used,  and  the  quantity  increased  until  the  flies  produce  their  accustomed 
effect  upon  the  urinary  apparatus,  when  we  should  return  to  the  smaller 
quantity,  and  in  this  way  employ  the  remedies  for  a  suitable  length  of 
time,  when  we  may  use  the  iron  per  se,  or  substitute  other  tonics  for  it,, 
as  bark,  quinine,  the  vegetable  bitters,  he.  At  the  same  time  the  va- 
gfina  and  uterus,  if  implicated,  should  be  injected  with  the  caustic  solution 
thrice  daily. 

But  if  there  is  ulceration  (which  rarely  happens),  the  iodide  of  potash 
and  the  compound  syrup  of  sarsaparilla  may  be  advantageously  given,  at 
the  same  time  we  may  stimulate  the  ulcerated  surface  with  lunar  caustic  ; 
then  we  can  bring  in  the  flies  and  iron  with  the  happiest  effects  as  se- 
condary agents. 

Women  who  have  the  whites  are  very  liable  to  white  specks,  or  vesicles, 
over  the  whole  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina,  strongly  resembling  those 
seen  in  the  mouth  and  on  the  fauces  of  those  who  have  stomatitis. 
Though  this  is  not  so  alarming  as  ulceration  of  the  parts,  nearly  the  same 
remedies  are  required  for  its  cure. 

It  is  highly  important  to  know  the  true  nature  of  our  patient's  case. 
Though  we  can  form  some  idea  from  symptoms,  the  character  of  the  dis- 
charges, &c,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  parts  ;  and  if  we  are  appre- 
hensive of  much  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  correct  diagnosis,  we  must 
employ  the  speculum.  When  the  disease  is  within  the  uterus,  the  best 
way  to  apply  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  to  inject  the  caustic  solution,  of 
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suitable  strength,  through  a  male  silver  catheter,  previously  inserted  into 
the  os  uteri,  while  the  patient  lies  on  her  back.  This  operation  should 
be  resorted  to  daily,  till  marked  benefit  has  resulted  from  the  use  of  the 
remedy  ;  after  which,  every  other  day  or  so  will  do  very  well. 

The  patient  should  early  be  instructed  that  cleanliness  is  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  treatment.  I  recommend  daily  ablutions  of  the 
whole  body,  and  a  thorough  washing  of  the  vagina  night  and  morning, 
with  tepid  water,  thrown  in  by  means  of  a  common  uterine  syringe.  The 
patient  should  abstain  from  sexual  intercourse  during  the  time  she  is  sub- 
ject to  the  disorder,  as  such  indulgence  very  much  retards  the  curative 
process. 

Women  who  suffer  from  this  complaint  should  avoid  violent  exercise, 
all  kinds  of  exposure,  attend  scrupulously  to  their  diet  and  clothing  ;  and 
after  they  have  discontinued  remedies,  they  should  continue  the  shower 
bath,  and  wash  the  vagina  with  a  solution  of  borax  or  the  sulphate  of 
zinc  twice  a-day.  Claudian. 

August  26,  1847. 


CROTON  OIL  IN  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  BOWELS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — -Your  Journal  of  the  5th  inst.  contains  an  interesting  report  of  a 
case  of  ';  inflammation  of  the  bowels,"  by  Dr.  Miller ;  and  although  I 
am  not  disposed  to  criticize  the  report  unjustly,  or  to  call  in  question  the 
propriety  of  the  treatment  adopted  by  Dr.  M.,  it  does  appear  to  me  that 
the  inferences  drawn,  and  the  decided  opinion  expressed  by  the  writer? 
that  the  croton  oil  was  the  principal  and  effective  agent  in  the  case,  may 
lead  young  and  inexperienced  practitioners  to  prescribe  that  potent  and 
highly  valuable  article  injudiciously.  It  has  been  very  justly  remarked, 
that  "  it  suits  best  leuco-phlegmatic  subjects,  and  persons  whose  conges- 
tions are  venous,  not  arterial ;  passive,  not  active"  What  was  the  condi- 
tion of  Dr.  M.'s  patient,  when  he  adopted  the  heroic  practice  of  bleed- 
ing to  the  amount  of  two  and  a  half  pounds,  of  giving  3ss.  of  chlorid. 
of  mercury,  with  opium  and  castor  oil  ?  To  me  it  appears  unquestiona- 
ble that  there  was  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  intestine, 
and  that  the  course  pursued  by  Dr.  M.  admirably  prepared  the  way  for 
the  successful  administration  of  croton  oil,  and  that  the  use  of  it  prior  to 
venesection,  calomel  and  opium,  would  not  have  been  followed  with  the 
results  with  which  Dr.  M.  and  his  patient  have  now  so  much  reason  to 
be  gratified.  W. 
August  23,  1847. 


NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS  IN  ASPHYXIA. 

[Mr.  G.  W.  F.  Mellen,  a  chemist  of  this  city,  in  a  long  communi- 
cation recommends  the  employment  of  the  nitrous  oxide  gas  as  a  means 
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of  re-animating  persons  apparently  drowned,  or  those  asphyxiated  by  the 
fumes  of  burning  charcoal.  After  stating  the  reasons  why  he  supposes 
death  to  be  produced  in  the  same  way  in  both  these  cases,  and  referring 
to  some  experiments,  he  proceeds  to  the  mode  of  preparing  and  adminis- 
tering the  remedy.  As  this  gas  has  of  late  acquired  some  little  notoriety 
in  another  field  of  humane  experiment — that  of  producing  unconscious- 
ness— perhaps  it  may  be  thought  a  matter  of  importance,  or  at  least  of 
curiosity,  to  try  its  effects,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  M.,  in  restoring  life 
and  consciousness  in  the  cases  mentioned.   He  says — ] 

I  would  recommend  that  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  a  person  has  been 
taken  from  the  water,  or  from  a  room  where  charcoal  has  been  burning, 
nitrous  oxide  gas  should  be  made,  and  applied  to  the  nostrils,  after  hav- 
ing the  mouth  closed,  so  that  the  gas  might  be  forced  into  the  lungs, 
until  life  is  restored,  or  it  is  found  evident  that  the  case  is  too  far  gone 
for  recovery.  A  common  bladder  filled  with  the  gas  might  answer  the 
purpose. 

The  following  is  the  way  to  prepare  it.  Although  the  nitrate  of  am- 
monia may  not  now  be  found,  very  often,  on  the  shelves  of  apothecaries, 
yet,  no  doubt,  if  it  should  finally  answer  the  purpose,  no  humane 
man  of  their  number  would  be  willingly  without  it,  that  he  might  at  all 
times  be  prepared  for  any  exigency.  "  The  best  way  is  to  expose  the  salt 
called  nitrate  of  ammonia  to  the  flame  of  an  argand  lamp  "  (if  that 
is  not  handy,  a  spirit  or  a  common  lamp  may  be  used),  "  in  a  glass  re- 
tort. When  the  temperature  reaches  400°  F.  a  whitish  cloud  will  pro- 
ject into  the  neck  of  the  retort,  accompanied  with  a  copious  evolution 
of  gas,  which  must  be  collected  over  mercury  for  accurate  researches,  but 
for  common  experiments  may  be  received  over  water."  Or  it  may  be 
made  to  pass  directly  into  a  bladder,  with  a  stop-cock  attached  to  it, 
first  having  the  common  air  expelled. 

The  theory  of  its  operation,  would  be  this.  The  superabundant  oxy- 
gen (there  being  about  twice  as  much  oxygen  in  the  nitrous  oxide  as 
there  is  in  common  air)  would  combine  with  the  charcoal,  that  has  accu- 
mulated in  the  blood,  and  come  off  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
and  the  nitrogen  would  combine  with  the  blood,  and  thereby  render  it  fit 
for  circulation. 

If  nitrous  oxide  could  not  be  obtained,  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  blow  common  air  into  the  lungs,  as  has  before  been  recommend- 
ed, by  a  pair  of  bellows,  through  the  nose,  stopping  the  mouth,  and  then 
forcing  it  from  them  by  compressing  the  ribs.  A  constant  repetition  of 
this  might,  in  some  cases,  prove  effectual — pure  air  being  better  than 
that  blown  in  by  the  mouth  of  an  individual,  as  is  sometimes  done.  If 
possible,  however,  I  should  obtain  the  nitrous  oxide,  and  should  adminis- 
ter it  even  if  the  person  was  not  apparently  dead,  using  judgment  in  the 
amount  that  might  be  required  in  any  case.  A  quarter  of  a  pound  of 
the  nitrate  of  ammonia  might  be  enough  to  be  used  in  any  given  case. 
An  ounce  or  less  might  answer,  but  allowance  should  be  made  for  waste. 
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Trial  for  Mal-practice  in  Pennsylvania. — A  case  was  recently  tried  in 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  papers,  the  essential  points 
of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

"  It  was  a  suit  brought  by  Nicholo.s  Coleman,  a  colored  man,  against 
Dr.  Henry  Munholland,  a  physician  of  considerable  standing  and  practice, 
in  Waynesburg,  Chester  County,  to  recover  damages  for  alleged  want  of 
skill.  The  damages  were  laid  at  $3000.  Coleman  based  his  case  upon 
the  fact  that  his  shoulder  was  put  out  of  joint  by  being  thrown  from  a 
horse  in  December,  1844,  which  he  says  Dr.  Munholland  was  sent  for  to 
reduce  to  its  place — that  he  (Dr.  M.)  regularly  attended  him  for  three 
weeks,  applying  bandages  and  other  remedies  for  the  injury — that  another 
physician  (Dr.  Pennington)  was  called  in  subsequently,  who  pronounced  the 
shoulder  still  out  of  joint,  and,  assisted  by  another  physician,  attempted  to 
reduce  the  dislocation,  but  failed.  Some  time  afterwards  Dr.  Pennington  call- 
ed and  pronounced  the  shoulder  still  out  of  joint,  and  took  him  to  Dr.  Atlee, 
at  Lancaster,  who  operated  upon  him.  The  defendant  took  the  ground  that 
Coleman  was  doing  well  under  his  treatment  till  he  went  to  the  fox  chase, 
about  three  weeks  after  the  accident — that  prior  to  going  to  said  fox  chase, 
he  was  able  to  raise  his  arm  to  the  top  of  his  door,  and  bear  some  weight 
upon  it. 

"  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  testified  clearly  as  to  the  operation  per- 
formed by  him  when  Coleman  was  brought  to  Lancaster ;  that  the  disloca- 
tion was  then  and  there  perfectly  reduced;  and  that  it  so  continued  when 
C.  again  visited  him  about  two  weeks  thereafter.  Professor  Atlee,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  was  present  at  the  operation,  also  testified  to  the  same  effect. 
These  gentlemen  also  testified  that  the  means  used  by  Dr.  M.,  when  he 
first  visited  C,  were  the  usual  and  proper  ones — that  the  bandaging  of  the 
arm  to  the  body  was  not  necessary  in  all  cases. 

"  Drs.  Davis,  Coates  and  Hartman,  also  testified  that  they  seldom  deem 
it  necessary  to  bandage  the  arm  to  the  body  in  case  of  dislocation  of  the 
shoulder.  The  Drs.  Atlee  testified  that  in  cases  of  dislocation,  attended 
by  much  swelling  (as  in  this  case),  physicians  were  liable  to  be  deceived 
(although  they  never  had  been),  and  would  sometimes  pronounce  no  dislo- 
cation, when  dislocation  existed.  Dr.  J.  L.  A.  had  known  instances  of  this 
in  physicians  of  respectable  standing  and  long  practice. 

"  According  to  Coleman's  statement,  made  when  taken  to  Lancaster,  as 
given  by  Dr.  Atlee  and  according  to  a  witness  who  was  present,  the  opera- 
tion by  Dr.  P.  was  very  violent,  the  force  applied  powerful  and  long  con- 
tinued— the  extension  downwards  and  backwards — and  the  pain  consequent 
thereon  was  said  by  C.  to  have  been  greater  than  any  experienced  since 
the  accident. 

"  The  physicians  examined  by  the  defendant  concurred  in  expressing 
the  opinion,  that  it  was  regarded  as  a  breach  of  professional  etiquette  to  in- 
terfere with  a  patient  in  charge  of  a  physician,  without  previous  consulta- 
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tion  or  communication  with  that  physician.  The  defendant  proposed  to 
offer  in  evidence  his  diploma,  as  a  physician,  dated  in  1832,  and  also  to 
examine  witnesses  as  to  his  reputation  and  standing  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon ;  but  being  objected  to  by  plaintiff  as  inadmissible,  it  was  ruled  out 
by  the  Court. 

"  The  jury,  after  an  able  argument  on  both  sides,  rendered  a  verdict  of 
$30  damages." 


Improved  Operation  for  Hernia. — A  communication  appeared  in  this 
Journal  last  week,  from  Dr.  Heaton,  of  Boston,  which  we  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  surgeons.  Without  reference  to  the  various  schemes 
proposed,  in  by-gone  times,  or  those  which  stand  well  with  the  profession 
at  the  present  moment,  either  for  ameliorating  or  radically  curing  hernia, 
it  will  be  generally  admitted  that  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  on 
the  ordinary  methods  of  giving  the  patient  permanent  relief.  Because 
the  resources  of  operative  surgery  are  uncertain,  ingenious  mechanical 
contrivances  have  been  devised  to  ameliorate,  what  experience  and  skill, 
with  the  assistance  of  nature  herself,  could  not  cure.  Truss-making  and 
truss-selling,  therefore,  are  prominent  kinds  of  business,  as  they  probably 
always  will  be  in  a  country  where  all  the  people  labor.  Although  these 
instruments  are  useful,  and  not  to  be  dispensed  with  while  the  opening  into 
the  abdominal  cavity  allows  the  bowel  to  gravitate  through  the  ring,  they 
are  an  incumbrance,  interfering  with  the  perfect  freedom  of  the  body. 
Within  a  few  years,  an  alleged  method  of  accomplishing  a  radical  cure 
has  been  extensively  practised  both  here  and  at  the  West,  but  which  has 
not  received  that  notice  which  we  think  its  real  importance  demands, 
because  the  inference  among  the  faculty  has  been  that  it  is  shackled  with 
a  patent.  Hence  the  profession  appear  not  to  have  encouraged  it,  and 
the  people  consequently  have  known  but  little  or  nothing  of  it,  as  those 
who  would  be  most  likely  to  announce  and  sustain  a  marked  discovery  in 
their  own  calling,  have  neither  recommended,  practised  or  given  counte- 
nance to  it.  This  is  a  misfortune  that  embarrasses  the  success  of  this 
new  and  most  successful  operation  for  the  radical  cure  of  hernia.  If  we 
are  mistaken  in  our  estimate  of  its  importance,  or  it  should  prove  in  the 
sequel  that  there  is  a  mystery  connected  with  it,  we  shall  readily  acknow- 
ledge the  error.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  very  worst  kinds  of  hernia 
known  to  us  have  been  mastered  by  the  new  operation — which  seems  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  subcutaneous  fretting  of  the  edges  of  the  muscles, 
at  short  intervals,  with  a  needle,  and  thus  producing  inflammation  which 
closes  the  unnatural  aperture.  Perhaps  the  injection  of  fluids,  tending  to 
the  same  result,  may  be  a  part  of  the  practice.  Those  of  our  surgeons 
who  have  watched  the  progress  of  Dr.  Heaton's  success,  would  cheerfully, 
we  doubt  not,  admit  that  he  has  overcome  difficulties  that  were  not  con- 
templated, and  healed  cases  that  were  never  permanently  cured  by  any 
measures  taught  in  the  books  or  by  the  schools. 

In  common  with  many  gentlemen,  we  examined  the  enormous  hernial 
tumor  that  presented  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  H.,  whose  case  appeared  in 
the  Journal  last  week,  which  at  first  seemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  boldest 
efforts  of  the  surgeon.  But  it  has  yielded,  and  the  woman  is  now  well. 
He  hesitated  over  the  appalling  tumor,  but,  encouraged  by  the  possibility 
of  saving  a  valuable  life,  since  death  was  inevitable  from  the  hernia,  if 
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not  relieved,  he  undertook  the  operation,  and  success  crowned  the  hazard- 
ous undertaking. 

INow  the  question  arises — shall  an  inquiry  be  instituted,  under  the 
sruidance  of  some  of  the  associations,  and  a  report  made  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  new  practice  ?  If  anything  in  surgery  is  truly  ridiculous,  and 
lays  the  profession  open  to  animadversion,  it  is  in  persisting,  with  an  ob- 
stinate spirit,  against  improvements,  just  because  they  are  novel. 

Since  commencing  these  observations  we  have  been  informed  that  there 
are  no  patented  restrictions  in  the  matter;  and  further,  that  eminent  opera- 
tors are  beginning  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  as  though  the  possibility  of 
there  being  a  new  principle  at  stake  might  pass  as  an  apology  for  think- 
ing about  it. 

Believing  that  the  new  method  of  inguinal  exploration  in  hernia,  with 
a  needle,  in  the  hands  of  Dr,  Heaton,  followed  by  results  so  encouraging^ 
deserves  the  candid  examination  of  those  most  competent  to  decide  upon 
its  merits,  we  have  called  their  attention  to  the  matter  without  hesitation. 


New  Obstetrical  Forceps. — That  indefatigable  inventor  and  improver  of 
surgical  apparatus,  Dr.  Smiley,  has  brought  out  a  modification  of  the  mid- 
wifery forceps  in  ordinary  use.  Instead  of  the  lock-joint,  the  shank  of 
one  blade  has  a  mortice  in  it,  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  long,  allowing 
it  to  slide  to  and  fro — kept  in  a  right  line,  however,  with  the  other  half, 
by  a  tenon,  projecting  from  the  fixed  half  of  the  instrument.  A  thumb 
screw,  by  simply  turning  the  head  half  round,  will  permit  the  blades  to  be 
separated.  Of  the  advantages  of  this  movement  and  connection,  those 
practising  midwifery  extensively  will  be  most  competent  to  decide.  Mr, 
Hunt,  corner  of  Washington  and  Water  streets,  is  the  manufacturer,  and 
no  one  succeeds  better  in  producing  highly-finished  surgical  apparatus  and 
cutlery.  A  specimen  of  these  forceps  will  be  on  exhibition  at  the  coming 
Faneuil  Hall  Fair, 


Rare  and  Delicate  Medicinal  Preparations.-*M.x.  Burnett,  Tremont  st.» 
has  recently  received  from  Paris  a  costly  variety  of  rare  pharmaceutical 
preparations,  in  which  the  French  chemists  are  so  well  known  to  excel. 
He  has  iodide  of  quinine ;  do.  of  arsenic  ;  do.  zinc,  &c.  ;  valerianate  of 
iron  ;  do.  zinci ;  aconite,  &c,  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  grain  !  Also 
pure  sulphuric  ether,  concentrated.  The  new  and  important  use  of  this 
last  article  requires  that  it  should  be  as  pure  as  possible,  and  that  sold  by 
Mr.  Burnett  may  be  depended  upon,  as  he  allows  nothing  inferior  to  be 
sold  on  his  premises. 


Essex  Co.  Health  Insurance  C&, — A  correspondent  calls  our  attention  to 
this  institution,  recently  organized  and  now  in  active  operation.  The  ob- 
servations in  the  Journal  recently  in  regard  to  the  Massachusetts  Health 
Office,  may  be  applied  to  this,  with  equal  force,  as  far  as  we  understand 
its  objects  and  intentions.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  policies  had  been 
issued  up  to  the  first  of  last  week,  and  yet  the  office  was  not  created  till 
April  last,  which  shows  that  the  public  repose  confidence  in  the  managers, 

"  The  stock  of  the  Company  is  divided  into  two  thousand  shares,  of  $25 
each,  one  fifth  of  which  is  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  the  other  four  fifths  by  3 
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secure  note,  thus  furnishing  ample  guaranty  to  the  insured,  and  at  the  same 
time  enabling  persons  of  the  most  moderate  means  to  hold  the  stock  of 
the  Company,  as  well  as  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of  the  insurance. 

"  All  male  persons  between  the  ages  of  15  and  65  years,  insured  by  this 
Company,  are  entitled  to  a  weekly  benefit  whenever  incapacitated,  by  acci- 
dent or  disease,  for  pursuing  their  ordinary  avocations." 

Those  paying  $3,00  per  year,  to  draw  $2,00  per  week  ; 
4,00         m         «  3,00 
5,00        »        "  4,00 
7,00        h        «  5,00 
"       m        9,00        «        «  6,00 
11,00        «        "  7,00 
Physicians  have  it  in  their  power  to  aid  both  the  patient  and  these 
beneficial  associations,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  sick,  by  explaining  the 
principles  upon  which  the  institutions  are  established.    The  premium  is 
so  small,  and  the  return  in  case  of  inability  to  labor  so  certain,  that  the  ad- 
vantages from  them  are  very  great  to  the  larger  part  of  the  community. 
This  company  has  an  agency  at  No.  4  State  street,  Boston. 


Loss  to  Science. — A  gentleman  informs  us  that  a  system  of  anatomy,  the 
labor  of  some  years,  was  nearly  ready  for  publication,  by  the  late  Dr.  T. 
G.  Upham,  of  this  city,  which  by  his  sudden  and  lamented  death  was  left 
in  that  peculiar  condition  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  other  per- 
son to  finish  the  manuscript  according  to  the  author's  design.  A  new  fea- 
ture in  the  classification  is  spoken  of  as  a  point  that  would  have  given  the 
work  general  eclat ;  and  for  students,  whose  special  wants  in  the  lecture  and 
dissecting  rooms  were  contemplated,  an  impression  exists  that  Dr.  Upham's 
book  would  have  held  the  highest  place  in  the  schools. 


Third  Dentition — Vicarious  Menstruation. — The  following  case,  similar 
in  kind  to  those  reported  lately  by  Dr.  Graves,  and  copied  into  this  Journal 
week  before  last,  is  from  the  last  number  of  the  Southern  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  Pharmacy,  and  is  related  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Bailey. 

"  Mary  Ann  (property  of  Mrs.  Maybank),  supposed  to  be  between 
seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age  ;  very  active  for  that  period  of  life  ;  attends 
women  in  labor  and  frequently  engaged  as  a  nurse  ;  can  recollect  events  in 
the  revolutionary  war ;  the  book  having  been  lost  which  contained  the 
record  of  her  birth,  does  not  know  her  exact  age.  She  is  somewhat  tall  in 
stature,  of  a  kind  and  benevolent  disposition,  and  remarkably  fond  of  chil- 
dren ;  has  had  offspring,  but  none  of  her  children  now  living  ;  upwards  of 
three  years  ago  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  pleurisy,  which  left  her  very 
feeble,  and  last  winter  was  affected  with  dysentery,  attended  with  considera- 
ble pain;  her  health,  however,  became  gradually  established,  and  she 
appears  to  have  acquired  additional  strength  and  vigor.  The  catamenia 
disappeared  early  in  life.  Two  months  ago  an  incisor  tooth  made  its 
appearance  in  the  inferior  maxilla,  and  a  month  afterwards,  having  pre- 
viously experienced  pains  about  the  back  and  loins,  a  sanguineous,  dark- 
colored  fluid  was  discharged  from  each  nipple.  It  varied  in  quantity,  but 
was  generally  more  during  the  night  than  in  the  day.  There  was  no  en- 
largement of  the  mammre,  nor  w?ls  tne  discharge  attended  with  pain,  but 
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she  complained  of  weakness.  The  only  medicine  she  took  was  a  little 
magnesia.  It  has  now  ceased.  I  have  heard  agriculturists  remark  that 
when  old  trees  put  out  blossoms  it  prolongs  their  lives,  and  such  is  the 
analogy  between  the  vegetable  and  animal  creation,  that  what  occurs  in  the 
former  may  possibly  be  indicative  of  longevity  in  the  latter.", 


Abolition  of  the  Concours  in  France. — It  would  appear  that  there  are 
objections  to  the  election  of  professors  by  concours,  which  we,  who  have 
advocated  the  plan,  have  not  been  made  acquainted  with.  Some  of  the 
advantages  conferred  by  this  method,  we  still  think,  cannot  be  obtained 
from  any  other,  though  it  is  possible  that  these  are  outweighed  by  its  dis- 
advantages. The  following  paragraph  from  the  London  Med.  Gazette  is 
all  we  have  yet  learned  on  the  subject  of  its  abolition  in  France. 

"  The  Chamber  of  Peers  has  come  to  a  vote  by  which  the  system  of 
election  by  Concours  in  France  is  abolished.  Some  of  the  noisy  advocates 
of  this  electioneering  practice  are  about  to  present  a  protest  to  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  against  this  vote,  and  to  require  a  restoration  of  their  favorite 
panacea  for  bringing  out  professional  talent !  But  the  feeling  of  the  most 
eminent  and  experienced  men  in  the  profession  is  decidedly  against  the  re- 
establishment  of  this  system." 


Lake  Monroe,  in  Florida. — Several  articles  have  lately  appeared  in  this 
Journal  respecting  a  new  retreat  for  consumptive  invalids  in  Florida,  at  a 
place  called  Enterprise,  on  Lake  Munroe.  Dr.  Wurdemann  has  some  fur- 
ther particulars  respecting  it  in  the  last  number  of  the  Southern  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy.  This  is  a  matter  of  much  interest  to  the  profes- 
sion and  to  many  others  in  the  Northern  States,  and  we  shall  be  anxious  to 
hear  the  opinions  of  other  competent,  disinterested  persons,  who  may  have 
visited  the  place.  Dr.  W.  says  "  the  temperature  of  Lake  Monroe  is  just 
sufficiently  cool  and  bracing  during  the  winter  to  entice  the  invalid  to  take 
out-door  exercise.  Situated  in  latitude  28J,  about  100  miles  south  of  St. 
Augustine  and  thirty  miles  from  the  sea,  it  possesses  a  dry  atmosphere, 
with  breezes  as  soft  as  those  which  in  the  tropics  lull  into  quiet  repose  the 
irritable  nerves  of  the  invalid,  while  the  climate  is  free  from  the  oppres- 
sive heats  of  the  latter.  North  winds,  somewhat  like  the  tropical  north- 
ers, generally  succeed  a  south  wind,  but  the  latter  only  is  accompanied  by 
a  short  shower  of  rain  ;  and  although  the  mercury  falls  lower  than  in  Cuba, 
the  cold  is  bracing,  is  devoid  of  dampness  and  does  not  chill.  The  gulf 
stream,  too,  running  close  to  the  corresponding  sea  coast,  deprives  the 
north-east  winds  of  their  keenness ;  while  the  sandy,  pine  forests,  through 
which  they  pass  before  they  reach  Enterprise,  absorb  all  their  superabun- 
dant moisture,  and  leave  them  as  soft  as  the  tropical  trades  ;  neither  hair 
nor  burnt  powder,  two  most  delicate  tests  of  humidity,  ever  showing  its 
presence,  except  during  a  shower  or  an  occasional  morning  fog.  The 
winter,  also,  is  the  dry  season  ;  and  fogs,  so  prevalent  in  Cuba,  are  rare, 
and  rain  falls  very  seldom.  Comparing  the  climate  of  Enterprise  with 
that  of  the  West  Indies,  we  would  liken  that  of  the  latter  to  our  hot  sum- 
mers, requiring  the  invalid  to  be  clothed  in  thin  linens  to  bear  the  heat ; 
while  a  genial,  spring-like  temperature  prevails  in  the  former,  like  that 
of  our  May  or  a  northern  June.  The  sun  in  the  mornings  and  after- 
noons is  seldom  too  warm  to  render  an  exposure  to  it  unpleasant,  and  the 
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cold,  on  the  few  days  when  frost  is  formed,  is  not  sufficient  to  kill  such 
tender  vegetables  as  peas  or  potatoes,  which  yield  abundantly  throughout  the 
winter.  Indeed,  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and 
March,  the  invalids  who  wintered  there  with  us,  some  of  whom  were  far 
advanced  in  consumption,  lived  almost  entirely  out  of  doors  during  the  day, 
amusing  themselves  by  sailing  and  fishing  on  the  lake,  or  by  exploring  ex- 
peditions through  the  woods,  on  foot  and  on  horseback.  A  remarkably 
diminished  susceptibility  to  "  taking  cold  "  was  felt  by  all;  and  those  who 
at  home  had  carefully  avoided  the  open  air,  often  remained  after  night  in 
the  piazzas  with  impunity." 

A  thermometrical  table  is  here  given  for  the  months  of  January,  Feb- 
ruary and  March.  The  range  of  the  thermometer  during  January  appears 
to  have  been  from  32  to  82  ;  during  February,  from  37  to  S4  ;  during 
March,  from  44  to  87.  With  regard  to  the  manner  and  expense  of  reach- 
ing Enterprise,  Dr.  W.  says  : — 

"  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  here  to  devote  a  few  lines  of  advice  to  in- 
valids, especially  those  of  the  more  northern  States,  on  the  time  to  come 
South.  The  first  cold  spells  of  winter  should  be  avoided,  by  reaching 
Charleston  in  the  beginning  of  October,  which  month  spend  in  Aiken,  a 
village  on  the  Hamburg  railroad,  possessing  a  delightful  fall  and  spring 
climate  ;  early  in  November  take  the  daily  steamer  for  Savannah,  passage 
inland,  price  $5 — thence  the  semi-weekly  steamer  for  Jacksonville,  passage 
inland,  price  $9— thence  the  weekly  steamer  for  Enterprise,  passage  in- 
land, price  $6.  Boarding  in  Florida  varies  from  $5  to  $6  a  week,  and  at 
Enterprise  the  table  is  abundantly  furnished  with  venison  and  other  game." 

Harvard  "University — Massachusetts  Medical  College.* — In  the  academic 
year  ending  August,  1847,  the  following  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Medicine  have  received  that  degree.  At  the  semi-annual  examination 
in  March  : — 

Thomas  Andrews,  Jr.,  Tubercle. 

George  Man  ton  Angel  1,  A.B.,  Chlorosis. 

Washington  Ayer,  Hemoptysis. 

William  Brown  Bugbee,  Infantile  Remittent  Fever. 

Augustus  Hannibal  Burbank,  A.M.,  Mental  and  Moral  Causes 
of  Disease. 

Milan  Galusha  Carey,  Pneumonitis. 

Rowse  Reynolds  Clarke,  Dysentery. 

Roswell  Cutler,  Dental  Caries. 

Robert  Thompson  Davis,  Phlebitis. 

Ebenezer  Wade  Drake,  Intermittent  Fever. 

Samuel  Smith  Drury,  Scarlatina. 

John  Favill,  Jr.,  Pericarditis. 

Daniel  Francis,  Pleurisy. 

Daniel  Lewis  Gibbens,  Tetanus. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Gilman,  Cholera  Infantum. 

Jacob  Frederick  Harlow,  Scrofula. 

John  Wesley  Hinckley,  Skin. 

Thomas  Holyoke,  Cholera  Morbus. 

Luther  Ambrose  Martin,  Epilepsy. 

Dennis  McGowan,  Delirium  Tremens. 

John  Joseph  M'Gowan,  Asthma. 
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Marcus  Aurelius  Moore,  Fractures. 
Henry  Preston  Pratt,  Hysteria. 
Robert  Cleghorn  Kees,  Intermittent  Fever. 
John  Gallison  Sewall,  A.B.,  Acute  Rheumatism. 
John  Taylor,  Pneumonia. 
Gustavus  Taylor,  Inflammation. 
Ira  Wadleigh  Tobie,  Dysentery. 
Joseph  Underwood,  Pleurisy. 
Jabez  Baxter  Upham,  A.B.,  Croup. 
John  Burgin  Wadleigh,  Acute  Pleurisy. 
Thomas  Beale  Wales,  A.B.,  Cancer. 
Joseph  Brown  Walker,  Puerperal  Peritonitis. 
Lewis  Edwards  Whiting,  Diagnosis. 
At  the  examination  in  August  : — 

Charles  Henry  Crane,  A.B.,  Intermittent  Fever. 

John  Call  Dalton,  A.B.,  Urine. 

David  Dana,  Pneumonia. 

Jerome  Dwelley,  Sulphuric  Ether. 

George  Faulkner,  A.B.,  Apoplexy. 

Tappan  Eustis  Francis,  Nephritis. 

John  Henry  Jennings,  Peritonitis. 

Ralph  Kneeland  Jones,  Cytogenesi. 

Henry  Addison  Searle  Nichols,  Hepatitis. 

John  Merrill,  Pneumonia. 

James  Winchell  Stone,  A.B.,  Hygiene. 

Luther  Parks,  A.M.,  Typhoid  and  Typhus  Fever. 

Charles  Wadsworth  Whitcomb,  Absorbents. 

Medical  Colleges. — The  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or  rather 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  by  their  Trustees  and  Faculty, 
have  strengthened  their  corps  of  professors,  and  their  curriculum  of  stu- 
dies has  also  been  increased  by  the  appointment  of  Professor  Clark,  of 
Pittsfield,to  the  new  Chair  of  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Microscopy.  Their 
term  of  lectures  is  extended  to  five  months,  with  a  preliminary  course  on 
important  subjects,  commencing  in  September. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York 
adhere  to  their  old  term  of  four  months  for  their  regular  course,  and  give  a 
month's  preliminary  course  without  extra  charge.  In  filling  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Professor  Revere,  they  have  made  a  happy  se- 
lection. Their  new  professor,  Dr.  Dickson,  is  an  able  and  accomplished 
teacher,  who  will  do  honor  to  the  College,  and  strengthen  the  professional 
talent  of  the  city. 

To  Correspondents. — An  interesting  letter  from  Prof.  Drake,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  now  tra- 
velling in  Canada,  respecting  the  ship  fever  as  it  has  prevailed  at  Gros  Isle,  near  Quebec,  has  been 
received,  and  will  appear  next  week. — A  paper  on  aphthae  has  also  been  received. 

Married, — J.  A.  Preston,  M.D.,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.,  to  Miss  Emily  Richmond,  of  West- 
ford,  Conn. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  11th,  115.— Males.  63— females,  52. — 
Stillborn,  3.  Of  consumption,  11 — typhus  fever,  10 — disease  of  the  bowels,  36 — dysentery,  15 — 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2— infantile,  12— debility,  2— marasmus,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  5 
— quinsy,  1 — brain  fever,  4 — teething,  1 — hemorrhage.  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — drowned,  1 — 
convulsions,  1 — rheumatic  fever,  1— jaundice,  1 — dyspepsia,  1 — diarrhoea,  6 — cholera  infantum,  2 
— dropsy,  1 — scrofula,  1. 

Under  5  years,  71— between  5  and  20  years,  11— between  20  and  40  years,  23— between  40  and 
60  years,  8— over  60  years,  2. 
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Scrofula. — "  It  may  truly  be  asserted,"  says  Dr.  Cumin,  "  that  no  ori- 
ginal temperament  or  frame  of  body  confers  immunity  from  scrofulous 
diseases,  for  it  is  observed  to  originate  in  the  healthy  offspring  of  healthy 
parents,  under  circumstances,  the  principal  of  which  are,  habitual  exposure 
to  cold  and  damp,  with  insufficient  food,  privation  of  pure  air,  and  want  of 
healthful  exercise.  Instances  are  recorded  where  persons  in  good  health 
have  been  affected  with  scrofulous  diseases  after  being  confined  in  dungeons 
or  prisons,  and  there  scantily  fed.  The  influence  of  such  causes  in  pro- 
ducing scrofulous  diseases  in  the  inferior  animals,  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  experiment  by  Dr.  Jenner,  Dr.  Baron,  and  others,  and  the  results 
have  satisfactorily  proved,  both  the  great  extent  of  that  influence,  and  the 
power  we  possess  of  removing  the  factitious  disease  by  replacing  the  animals 
in  healthy  situations,  and  supplying  them  with  wholesome  food." 


Oxide  and  Nitrate  of  Silver. — Dr.  Barrow,  of  Sussex  House,  Hammer- 
smith, states,  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit,  for  the  last  three  years,  of 
prescribing  the  oxide  of  silver,  and  the  nitrate  for  the  last  twenty  years,  in 
cases  of  morbid  conditions  of  the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal,  with  the 
happiest  effects,  but  always  in  solution.  He  has  found  the  nitrate  an  in- 
valuable remedy  in  the  convulsions  of  children.  He  directs  half  a  grain 
of  either  salt  to  be  dissolved  in  a  drachm  of  distilled  water,  and  mixed, 
when  about  to  be  taken,  with  half  an  ounce  of  thick  syrup,  the  latter  serv- 
ing to  cover  the  brassy  taste  of  the  salt. — Lancet. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. -UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Forty-First  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  18th  October,  1847,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  second  Thursday  in  March,  1848. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  President  of  the  College  and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 
Joseph  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
John  Torrey,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Prof,  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 
Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 
Chandler  R.  Gilman,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
Alonzo  Clark,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Pathology  (including  Microscopy). 
Gcstavus  A.  Sabine,  M.U.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees— Matriculation  Fee,  $5;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures,  $108;  Demonstrator's  Ticket, 
$5;  Graduation  Fee,  $25  ;  Board,  average  $3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New  York  Hospital  daily,  by  the  Medical  Officers,  (Prof.  Smith 
being  one  of  them,)  fee  $8  per  annum  ;  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  without  fee  ;  and  upwards  of 
1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  Class  in  the  College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub- 
jects for  Dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  on  the  second  Thursday  in  March  ;  there  is  also  a  semi-annual 
Examination  in  September.  The  requisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  of  study, 
including  two  full  courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have  been  attended  in  this  College,  and 
the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some  subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course  of  Lectures  will  be  com- 
menced on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continued  until  18th  October,  viz. — 
Hygeine,  by  Dr.  Smith. 
Medical  Botany,  by  Dr.  Torrey. 
Hernia,  by  Dr.  Watts. 

Treatment  of  Infantile  Diseases,  by  Dr.  Gilman. 
Physiology  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr.  Clark. 
This  Course  will  be  free  to  the  Matriculated  Students  of  the  College. 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  ?  R.  WATTS,  M.D.,  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 

67  Crosby  street,  New  York.        >  Aug4— 5tep.4teop 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  September  29,  1847,  and  continue 
sixteen  weeks. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Eli  Ives,  M.L).,  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic. 

Jonathan  Knight,  M.D.,  on  "the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D.,  on  Obstetrics. 

Charles  Hooker,  M.D.,  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
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THE   IRISH  IMMIGRANTS'  FEVER. 

Gros  Isle,  33  miles  below  Quebec,  August  27,  1847. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Through  the  politeness  of  Mr.  W.  Stevenson,  of  Quebec, 
who  runs  a  small  steamboat  for  the  government,  I  have  been  able  to  make  a 
short  visit  to  this  quarantine  station,  and  am  now  on  my  return  to  Quebec  ; 
or  shall  be,  as  soon  as  our  little  steamer  takes  on  board  the  last  of  the 
convalescents  from  the  fever  hospitals,  which  1  see  waiting  on  the  dock. 
Presuming  that  our  brethren  generally,  throughout  the  United  States, 
feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  disease  which  is  prevailing  here  and  up  the 
St.  Lawrence,  even  to  our  own  country,  I  propose  to  give  you  a  rapid  and 
superficial  sketch  of  what  I  have  seen,  and  what  I  may  hereafter  see; 
although,  as  I  have  been  travelling  for  more  than  two  months,  and  seen 
but  few  medical  journals,  I  do  not  know  but  others  have  already  done 
for  you  what  I  am  about  to  attempt.  If  so,  please  send  on  my  letter 
to  my  colleagues  of  the  Western  Journal,  at  Louisville. 

Gros  Isle  is  one  of  the  endless  succession  of  beautiful  islands  which 
adorn  this  noble  river,  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Many  of  them  consist  of  ancient  drift,  and  have  level  surfaces  which 
rise  but  a  few  feet  above  the  water;  but  this  is  rocky  and  rugged,  with 
heights  of  80  or  100  feet,  in  its  centre,  and  hence  the  name  given  it  by 
the  early  French  voyageurs.  Its  breadth  is  less  than  a  mile,  with  a 
length  of  nearly  two.  The  black  birch,  white  cedar,  and  various  kinds 
of  pine,  overshadow  and  partly  obscure  its  stony  surface. 

The  quarantine  station  is  on  the  south  east  or  right  hand  side,  which, 
in  the  approach,  presents  three  distinct  groups  of  one  story  board  sheds, 
some  of  which  are  mere  cottages,  but  others  from  two  to  four  hundred 
feet  long.  The  lowest,  or  eastern  group,  is  for  the  reception  and  tempo- 
rary accommodation  of  immigrants  in  health  ;  the  next  up  the  island,  for 
the  quarantine  physician,  and  a  small  detachment  of  troops  from  the 
garrison  at  Quebec  ;  the  third,  or  western,  more  extensive  than  both  the 
others,  for  the  sick  and  their  physicians,  nurses,  and  a  numerous  body  of 
carpenters,  engaged  in  the  erection  of  additional  houses  to  receive  the 
hundreds  who  are  still  lodged  in  tents  and  marquees.  The  buildings  of 
each  group  are  white-washed,  and  appear  in  pleasant  contrast  with  the 
green  slopes  and  tuberosities  of  the  island,  in  their  rear.    The  harbor  in 
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front  presents  several  ships  at  anchor,  and  two  or  three  steamboats,  with 
a  neat  and  nearly  finished  dock,  projecting  to  a  distance  into  the  stream. 
When  we  were  near  the  harbor,  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Patten,  who  resides 
in  its  neighborhood,  and  who  had  kindly  directed  my  attention  to  diffe- 
rent objects  on  our  little  voyage,  called  my  eye  to  an  Irish  immigrant  ship, 
then  passing  us.  On  inspecting  the  group  of  passengers  with  a  glass,  I 
was  surprised  to  find  them  so  healthy  in  appearance  ;  and  when  about  to 
express  myself  to  that  effect,  he  discovered  and  announced  that  it  was 
a  ship  from  Bremen.  Such  is  the  difference  between  the  German  and 
Irish  immigrants,  in  health  and  personal  condition. 

A  distant  view  of  Gros  Isle  suggests  a  new  and  busy  colony,  on  a 
romantic  shore;  but  a  walk  up  the  dock  which  leads  directly  to  the 
hospital  sheds,  most  painfully  dispels  the  pleasing  illusion.  As  I  ap- 
proached them,  the  emaciated  forms  and  haggard  faces  of  convalescents, 
sauntering  about,  or  crouched  on  the  ground  and  rocks,  or  sitting  under- 
neath the  eaves,  and  on  the  piles  of  boards  to  be  used  for  coffins,  im- 
pressively told  what  might  be  expected  within.  Conducted  by  Mr. 
Patten,  I  passed  through  them  without  stopping,  till  we  reached  the 
quarters  of  Dr.  George  M.  Douglas,  the  health  officer,  who  received  me 
with  much  hospitality.  I  found  him  lame,  from  a  kind  of  hospital  gan- 
grene or  slough,  which  had  attacked  one  of  his  feet,  but,  intent  on  his 
duties,  he  was  bravely  hopping  about,  and  answering  a  hundred  questions, 
or  giving  as  many  orders. 

Taking  me  in  his  buggy,  he  drove  to  his  office  in  the  midst  of  the 
sick,  where  I  was  introduced  to  several  of  his  assistants.  They  are 
chiefly  young  physicians  of  Quebec  and  other  towns  of  Canada,  em- 
ployed by  the  government.  One  to  whom  I  was  introduced,  although 
walking  about,  labored  under  fever  ;  and  yesterday  I  saw  another  at 
Quebec,  who  had  returned  in  the  same  condition.  The  number  of  as- 
sistants to-day  is  nine.  Since  the  first  of  June,  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
two  have  been  employed.  All,  except  Dr.  Douglas,  have  experienced 
attacks  of  the  fever,  and  three  have  died — one  of  whom  was  Dr.  Frede- 
rick Cushing,  formerly  of  the  State  of  Maine.  The  exemption  of  Dr. 
Douglas  is  to  be  ascribed  to  his  having  already  had  the  disease.  After 
conversing  a  while  on  its  symptoms  and  treatment,  Dr.  Watt  and  Dr. 
Fenwick  conducted  me  to  their  respective  hospitals,  embracing  six  or 
eight  hundred  patients,  where  I  took  such  a  coup  tfceil  of  the  sick  as  my 
limited  time  would  permit,  examining,  with  some  attention,  a  considera- 
ble number  in  every  stage  of  the  disease.  From  a  necessity  which  the 
Canadian  government,  up  to  this  time,  has  been  unable  to  avert,  all  the 
sheds  and  tents  are  crowded  to  such  a  degree,  that  one  can  scarcely 
turn  round  among  the  sick.  Men,  women  and  children,  in  all  stages 
of  the  disease  up  to  dissolution,  are  huddled  together,  and  lying  in  the 
same  foul  and  infectious  clothes  with  which  they  started  from  Ireland  ; 
and  which,  no  doubt,  they  had  worn,  without  change,  for  weeks  or 
months  before.  The  quarantine  officers  must  not  be  blamed  for  this,  since 
the  means  of  classification  and  personal  cleanliness  are  not  within  their 
reach.    As  to  nursing,  it  is  evidently  in  the  lowest  degree.    Nearly  all 
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the  nurses  from  Quebec  have  sickened,  and  the  immigrants  furnish  but 
few  from  their  own  body.  .Their  sympathies  for  each  other  are  mani- 
festly small  either  never  had  an  existence,  or  have  perished  under  the 

combined  influence  of  famine  and  filth.  Examples  of  the  well  mem- 
bers of  a  family  refusing  to  wait  on  the  sick,  are  familiar  to  all  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  ;  and  a  total  indifference  to  the  death  of  nearest  relatives, 
is  witnessed  every  day.  Following  their  remains  to  the  grave,  or  in  any 
manner  assisting  in  their  interment,  is  not  thought  of.  But  one  idea 
seems  to  be  present  with  them,  that  of  getting  up  the  river.  A  man 
who  had  recovered,  on  being  asked  by  some  one,  whether  he  was  going 
to  Montreal  in  the  next  steamboat,  replied  that  he  wished  to  do  so,  but 
was  afraid  his  wife  would  not  die  in  time.  The  family  of  a  young  wo- 
man who  was  ill,  sent  to  know  how  she  was  before  they  started.  On 
being  expostulated  with,  they  said  it  was  not  worth  while  to  stay  any 
longer,  as  she  would  no  doubt  die.  Mr.  Barter,  the  apothecary  of  the 
hospital,  who  is  now  by  my  side,  going  to  Quebec  on  official  business, 
confirms  all  that  has  been  told  me  by  others,  and  adds,  as  the  result  of 
his  own  observation  throughout  the  summer,  that  the  living  seem  more 
pleased  than  grieved  by  the  death  of  their  friends.  My  own  limited 
opportunities  suggest  the  same  unwelcome  conclusion  ;  for  I  saw  no 
aspect  of  sorrow  ;  but  a  stolid  indifference,  or  inquisitive  gazing,  at  what 
might  be  passing  around,  both  in  the  crowds  of  convalescents,  and  in 
patients  not  very  ill,  who  lay  in  the  midst  of  the  dying.  It  is  painful  to 
record  this  testimony  against  human  nature  ;  but  we  ought  to  know  to 
what  depths  of  degradation  large  masses  of  people  may  be  sunk  by  su- 
perstition, ignorance,  bad  legislation,  famine  and  fever.  The  interests 
of  political  economy,  religion  and  medicine,  are  equally  involved  in  the 
contemplation  of  such  revolting  facts. 

Quebec,  August  28th. 

Before  and  since  my  trip  to  Gros  Isle,  I  have  visited  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital of  this  city  (under  the  care  of  several  of  its  most  respectable  phy- 
sicians), where  a  great  number  of  seamen  are  down  with  the  fever,  and 
near  which  there  are  extensive  sheds,  filled  with  sick  immigrants.  I 
have  also  been  at  the  House  of  Correction,  and  in  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
where  I  saw  cases ;  and  at  the  private  hospital  of  Dr.  James  Douglas 
and  Dr.  Racey,  in  Beauport,  a  village  three  miles  from  the  city,  where 
1  saw  still  more.  Many  of  the  cases  I  examined  with  care,  and  held 
conversations,  more  or  less  protracted,  with  a  number  of  the  medical  at- 
tendants, among  whom  I  may  mention  Dr.  Morrin,  Dr.  Racey,  Dr.  J. 
Douglas,  Dr.  Clark  and  Dr.  Fremont,  whom  I  may  unite  with  the  phy- 
sicians of  Gros  Isle,  as  the  authors  of  what  I  am  about  to  say  on  the 
history  and  treatment  of  the  fever. 

1.  The  pauper  immigrants  from  Ireland,  are  its  chief  victims;  but  it 
also  affects  the  Irish  pensioners,  whose  means  must  have  kept  them  above 
the  minimum  of  diet  to  which  the  former  had  been  reduced  by  the  fa- 
mine ;  finally,  it  invades  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  ships  which  bring 
them  over,  and  the  physicians  and  nurses  who  wait  upon  them  after 
their  arrival.    A  great  number  die  on  the  voyages,  and  many  arrive  ill  ;  but 
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it  has  been  observed  at  Gros  Isle,  that  a  large  number  are  attacked 
soon  after  being  landed.  Others  remain  well  and  are  sent  on  to  Que- 
bec, where  a  portion  of  them  are  taken  down,  while  others  escape  till 
they  reach  Montreal,  or  the  towns  above.  When  at  Oswego,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  my  way  out,  I  saw  a  number  of  cases. 

It  affects  men  rather  more  than  women,  and  adults  more  than  child- 
ren ;  hence  it  has  multiplied  the  number  of  infants  on  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  to  an  unprecedented  extent.  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  mortality  of  the  physicians  at  Gros  Isle,  a  seventh  of  whom  have 
died.  In  the  Marine  Hospital  of  Quebec,  nine  or  ten  of  the  old  nurses 
have  perished,  and  others  are  disabled,  so  that  there  is  not  one  now  on 
duty  who  was  there  before  the  fever  was  introduced.  In  the  sheds,  both 
there  and  here,  but  especially  there,  the  crowd  of  patients  is  so  great, 
that  one,  as  I  have  said,  can  barely  turn  round  among  them,  and  in 
several  of  them  men,  women  and  children,  are  indiscriminately  huddled 
together.  As  the  government  has  not  undertaken  to  furnish  them  with 
clothing,  most  of  them  lie  in  the  foul  and  tattered  garments  which  they 
wore  during  the  voyage,  and  perhaps  long  before.  Now  whether  the 
disease  is  propagated  by  a  gas  developed  chemically,  from  the  organic 
matter  which  surrounds  them,  or  by  a  morbid,  aeriform  secretion,  from 
their  bodies,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  account  for  the  sickness  of  physicians 
and  nurses.  On  the  question  of  its  spread  beyond  the  sheds  and  hos- 
pitals, I  have  sought  for  information.  The  medical  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  conversed,  without  a  single  exception,  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  can  be  communicated  by  fomites,  and  cite  instances  of  its  ap^ 
pearing  in  families  which  had  never  communicated  with  any  of  the  wards, 
but  had  employed  those  who  had  recovered  from  attacks.  In  the  pri- 
vate hospital  of  Drs.  Douglas  and  Racey,  where  there  is  cleanliness, 
free  ventilation  and  ample  space,  very  few  of  the  attendants  are  attacked. 
On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me  that  its  mode  of  propagation  should  still 
be  kept  sub  judicc. 

2.  After  seeing  patients  in  every  stage  of  the  fever,  and  conversing 
with  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  named,  I  may  venture  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing desultory  account  of  its  symptoms  and  progress. 

Most  of  thecases  are  not  seen  in  the  beginning  by  physicians,  and  no  re- 
liable accounts  can  be  gotten  of  them  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  majority 
seem  to  sicken  gradually ;  and  in  reference  to  those  who  had  been 
greatly  reduced  by  famine,  this  is  perhaps  always  the  case.  There  are, 
however,  many  examples  of  sudden  and  violent  invasion,  followed  by  a 
malignant  development,  and  death  in  a  few  days.  In  no  instance  does 
the  chill  become  very  intense,  though  it  may  be  protracted  ;  nor  is  the 
arterial  re-action  high.  In  some  cases  the  latter,  in  fact,  never  mani- 
fests itself — the  vital  forces  being  inadequate  to  a  rally.  The  pulse  is 
never  tense,  and  in  the  highest  re-action  always  easily  compressible; 
its  frequency  is  increased,  but  not  to  a  remarkable  degree ;  it  often  be- 
comes almost  imperceptible,  in  those  who  ultimately  recover.  From  the 
beginning  the  primag  viae  are  more  or  less,  but  variously,  disordered.  In 
some  there  is  nausea  and  vomiting ;  in  all,  loss  of  appetite,  with  thirst. 
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Some  are  costive  in  the  forming-  stage,  and  even  throughout  the  fever  : 
in  others,  there  is  a.  precursory  diarrhoea  ;  in  the  majority  a  supervening 
diarrhoea,  or  actual  dysentery.  I  could  not  ascertain  that  there  is  gene- 
rally a  superabundant  excretion  of  bile.  The  tongue,  at  the  onset,  is 
always  covered  with  white  fur,  through  which  the  red  papillae  sometimes 
show  themselves  ;  in  part  the  edges  and  tip  of  the  organ  show  some 
unnatural  redness,  but  in  the  greater  number  the  natural  color  is  not 
exalted,  but  even  reduced,  so  that  the  white  fur  seems  to  shoot  out  of  a 
pallid  membrane.  At  the  same  time  the  organ  becomes  broader  and 
flatter,  loses  its  elasticity,  and  receives  indentations  from  the  teeth,  on 
which  I  seldom  saw  any  sordes.  Its  moisture  continues  in  a  remarkable 
degree;  it  may  be  reduced,  but  not  to  the  point  of  dryness;  and  the 
whiteness  of  the  fur  endures  to  a  period  equally  late.  The  dry,  con- 
tracted, mahogany  tongue,  of  genuine  typhus,  often  appears,  it  is  true  ; 
but  in  numerous  instances  the  moist  and  pale  state  of  the  organ  con- 
tinues up  to  the  time  of  dissolution.  The  usual  inequality  of  heat,  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  body,  is  common.  I  saw 
many  patients  in  which  the  latter  were  cold,  and  some  in  which  the 
former  were  decidedly  hot,  but  great  development  of  caloric  is  not,  I 
think,  a  constant  phenomenon.  Delirium  is  more  prevalent  than  coma. 
Many  patients,  during  the  night,  when  it  is  greatest,  are  restless,  and 
even  locomotive — becoming,  the  next  day,  composed  and  of  sound  mind. 
Somnolency  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a  conspicuous  symptom.  Head- 
ache is  often  present.  Of  the  dull  and  red  eye  I  saw  much  less  than  I 
had  expected.  A  circumscribed  flflsh  of  the  cheek  is  frequent,  but  not 
universal.  A  bilious  tinge  of  the  visage  occasionally  shows  itself.  Sub- 
sultus  tendinum  is  comparatively  rare.  I  saw  many  who  seemed  to  be 
almost  in  ctrticulo  mortis,  and  yet  showed  little  or  none  of  that  symptom. 

The  skin  shows  various  kinds  of  macula?.  In  a  few,  genuine  rose- 
colored  spots  show  themselves,  but  very  soon  assume  a  darker  color.  In 
the  majority,  the  spots  are  purple  from  their  first  appearance,  and  of 
every  size,  from  ordinary  petechia?  up  to  diffused  ecchymoses — often  bear- 
ing a  close  resemblance  to  post-mortem  hyperemias.  In  some  cases  the 
spots  are  hard,  like  whelks,  and  the  seat  of  a  sensation  which  leads  the 
patient  to  scratch  them,  whereupon  ulcers  follow,  which  occasionally  as- 
sume a  sloughing  character.  Haemorrhages  from  the  nose  are  some- 
what common,  from  the  bowels  and  skin  not  quite  so  frequent;  neverthe- 
less, all  the  medical  gentlemen  have  had  cases  of  well-marked  purpura 
haemorrhagica,  mixed  up  with  the  fever  cases  ;  and  it  may  be  safely  affirm- 
ed, that  in  these  immigrants,  the  blood,  under  the  influence  of  a  reduced 
or  unhealthy  diet,  has  become  signally  deteriorated. 

When  the  fever  assumes  a  protracted  form,  anasarcous  infiltrations 
into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  lower  extremities  or  the  face,  frequently 
take  place.  Suppurations,  in  addition  to  those  of  the  skin  just  mention- 
ed, are  common.  Those  about  the  back  and  hips,  may  be  ascribed  to 
pressure ;  but  others,  occurring  in  glands,  must  be  referred  to  the  fever. 
Of  these  organs,  the  parotids  suffer  oftener  than  all  the  rest,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  pus,  when  they  suppurate,  is  copious  ;  such  cases  generally 
end  well. 
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A  supervening  bronchial  or  pulmonary  affection,  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
ominous,  and,  as  it  frequently  occurs,  may  be  considered  one  of  the 
modes  in  which  the  fever  comes  to  a  fatal  termination. 

But  of  all  the  secondary  affections,  that  of  the  bowels  is  most  frequent 
and  fatal  ;  though  death  may  not  occur  for  a  considerable  time  after  the 
febrile  period  has  expired.  This  intestinal  disorder  seems  to  be  a  sort 
of  mixed  up  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  under  which  the  patient  loses  the 
original  febrile  symptoms,  and,  becoming  extremely  emaciated,  gradually 
sinks.  In  some  instances,  this  affection  sets  in  during  the  fever — io 
others  it  is  excited,  in  the  period  of  convalescence,  by  irregularities  of 
diet:  in  all,  it  is  an  ugly,  obstinate,  and  unmanageable  addendum.  In 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  it  was  much  less  frequent  than  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  when  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  patients  labor  under  it,  as 
almost  to  constitute  it  a  new  act  in  the  melancholy  drama. 

I  have  mentioned  the  nocturnal  delirium  of  some  patients,  indicating 
an  exacerbation  at  night  ;  and  may  add  to  this  evidence  of  periodicity, 
that  in  a  few  cases  there  has  been  a  diurnal  recurrence  of  the  initial 
chilliness  ;  the  general  character  of  the  fever,  however,  is  continued.  I 
have  spoken  of  cases  which  prove  fatal  in  three  or  four  days.  They  are 
few  in  number ;  and  the  common  duration  is  from  two  to  three  weeks, 
always  excepting  those  which  merge  in  diarrhoea  or  dysentery,  when  the 
end  is  quite  indefinite. 

When  death  is  the  consequence  of  cerebral,  pulmonary,  hepatic  or  in- 
testinal concentration,  the  reason  of  its  occurrence  is  intelligible  enough  ; 
but  the  majority  do  not  seem  to  die  from  these  lesions  ;  and  the  cause  of 
their  dissolution  is, prima  facie,  rather  obscure.  In  every  ward  that  I  visited, 
I  was  surprised  at  the  small  amount  of  visible  manifestation  of  dangerous 
disease  ;  and,  more  than  once,  was  prompted  to  say  to  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen, "  I  can't  see  why  so  many  of  your  patients  die."  In  wards  from 
which  many  corpses  were  daily  carried  out,  there  would  be  but  few  who 
did  not  look  at  and  after  us  ;  put  out  their  moist  tongues  with  facility,  and 
make  known  their  wants  ;  yet  many  such  patients  die  soon  afterwards. 
Others  die,  when  the  physician  has  pronounced  them  convalescent — 
others  after  they  have  risen  and  dressed  themselves,  and  crawled  into  the 
open  air.  Such  deaths  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  effect  of  any  particu- 
lar organic  lesion,  but  of  a  stage  of  exhaustion  or  collapse,  bearing  some 
resemblance  to  the  third  stage  of  yellow  fever,  or  the  recurring  chill  of 
a  malignant  intermittent  in  the  South  West ;  but  more,  perhaps,  to  the 
fatal  stage  of  epidemic  cholera. 

After  this  imperfect,  but,  L  believe,  not  unfaithful  sketch  of  the  history 
of  this  fever,  I  must  proceed  to  its  cure. 

3.  It  is  a  maxim  with  the  physicians  of  Gros  Isle  and  Quebec,  that  a 
great  amount  of  medication  is  inadmissible  in  this  malady.  Scarcely  a 
patient  is  ever  brought  to  them  while  the  fever  is  still  in  its  forming  stage, 
so  that  there  are  but  few  opportunities  of  knowing  whether  art  could  ar- 
rest it  in  that  stage.  Once  established  in  the  system,  the  general  opi- 
nion is  that  it  cannot  be  cut  short.  The  treatment,  then,  is  merely  pal- 
liative and  corroborative. 
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By  all  the  physicians,  in  almost  every  case,  the  lancet  is  repudiated, 
even  when  the  patients  are  commanders  of  ships,  and  seamen,  in  whom 
famine  had  not  preceded  the  attack.  Local  bleeding  is  almost  as  little 
employed,  the  majority  of  the  physicians  preferring  counter-irritants,  when 
the  brain  or  the  lungs  are  affected. 

Emetics  are  prescribed  by  some,  who  speak  well  of  their  effects  ;  but 
others  think  they  predispose  to  congestions  of  the  brain.  It  has  not  been 
observed  by  any  that  they  break  up  the  disease. 

All  employ  cathartics  ;  but  the  kinds,  and  the  degrees  of  their  ad- 
ministration, present  considerable  variety  ;  into  which,  however,  I  shall 
not  enter,  as  drastic  or  long-continued  purging  is  condemned  by  the 
whole. 

Of  sweating  I  can  say  nothing,  for  the  patients,  generally,  are  placed 
under  such  circumstances  as  preclude  a  resort  to  it. 

A  standard,  or  standing,  febrifuge  mixture,  at  Gros  Isle,  as  given  me 
by  the  apothecary,  Mr.  Barter,  is  the  following: — R.  Sod.  et  pot.  tart., 
§  ij. ;  liq.  amnion,  acet.,  §  jss.  ;  spt.  ether,  nitr.,  §  ss. ;  aquee  commun., 
§  xij.  Misce.  Another  is  composed  of  the  camphorated  mixture,  tinc- 
ture of  hyoscyamus  and  tartar  emetic. 

Some  of  the  medical  gentlemen  attach  but  little  value  to  this  class  of 
medicines,  and  rely,  during  the  more  acute  stages  of  the  fever,  chiefly 
on  free  dilution  ;  but  advise  against  the  addition  of  acids,  as  likely  to  irri- 
tate the  bowels  into  diarrhoea. 

Opium  is  not  in  much  favor  in  any  stage  of  the  fever.  At  a  com- 
paratively early  period,  some  physicians  commence  the  administration  of 
wine  and  aliment,  a  practice  condemned  by  others,  as  dangerous  to  the 
brain ;  but  all  concur  in  this,  that,  sooner  or  later,  and  sometimes  quite 
early,  there  comes  a  pathological  condition  which  demands  prompt  and 
energetic  stimulation.  In  this  resort  a  choice  of  means  is  not  to  be  neg- 
lected. Of  the  whole  materia  medica,  camphor  is  the  most  reliable.  It 
is  given  in  doses  of  ten,  twenty  or  even  thirty  grains,  and  often  arrests 
the  sudden  sinking  of  the  powers  of  life,  and  determines  a  speedy  re- 
covery. At  the  same  time  alcoholic  stimulants,  sulphate  of  quinia, 
food  and  sinapisms  are  employed. 

For  the  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  the  cretaceous  mixture,  hydrargy. 
cum  creta,  astringents,  and  diluted  nitric  acid,  with  laudanum,  are  the 
usual  prescriptions. 

Montreal,  September  3d. 

A  large  number  are  sick  in  the  sheds  at  this  place;  attacked,  of 
course,  after  they  had  left  the  quarantine  ground.  A  great  proportion  of 
them  are  said  to  have  dysentery.  The  deaths  are  numerous.  The  fever, 
here,  is  by  no  means  confined  to  immigrants,  but  has  invaded  the  city, 
and  added  greatly  to  its  ordinary  summer  mortality.  Its  victims,  how- 
over,  are  largely  of  that  class  which,  living  near  the  wharves,  received 
and  mingled  with  the  immigrants,  before  sheds  were  provided  for  their 
reception.  In  conversing  with  several  of  the  most  intelligent  physicians 
here,  I  find  the  treatment  to  be  substantially  the  same  as  at  Gros  Isle  and 
Quebec ;  but  latterly,  as  Dr.  Badgely  informed  me,  increasing  reliance 
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is  placed  on  nitric  acid.  He  uses  the  following  formula  : — R.  Acid, 
nitr.  3j.  ;  alcohol,  §  iv. ;  aquae,  §  i v.  Misce.  An  ounce  is  to  be  given 
every  hour,  beginning  early  in  the  disease,  and  without  much  preparation 
of  the  system.  Under  its  administration,  he  and  other  gentlemen  have, 
as  he  assured  me,  seen  the  pulse  rapidly  reduced  in  frequency,  with  a 
corresponding  abatement  of  all  the  febrile  symptoms. 

When  at  Gros  Isle  I  inquired  as  to  post-mortem  inspections,  and  could 
hear  of  only  two.  They  were  made  by  Dr.  Watt,  who  found  the  liver  en- 
gorged, and,  as  he  believed,  fatty.  The  state  of  the  organs  convinced 
him  that  the  one  mentioned  suffered  more  than  any  other,  which  led  him 
to  prescribe  purges  of  calomel  and  gamboge.  In  Quebec  I  could  not 
learn  that  any  dissections  had  been  made.  In  this  city  Dr.  Fraser  has 
published,  in  the  July  No.  of  Dr.  Hall's  valuable  "  British  American 
Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,"  a  short  paper,  in  which  he 
says  : — 

"  The  morbid  appearances  found  on  dissection,  are  venous  congestion, 
with  effusion  of  serum  on  the  surface,  in  the  ventricles,  and  base  of  the 
brain,  but  no  trace  of  active  inflammation.  When  the  case  has  been 
complicated  with  bronchitis,  I  have  found  the  bronchial  mucous  mem- 
brane throughout  tumid,  swollen,  highly  vascular,  and  containing  much 
mucus  ;  the  vascularity  extending  to  the  submucous  tissue,  with  conges- 
tion and  partial  hepatization  of  portions  of  the  lungs.  When  diarrhoea 
has  existed,  the  small  intestines,  especially  the  lower  portion  of  the  ileum, 
has  presented  the  appearance  of  active  congestion  of  its  mucous  coat, 
which  was  slightly  thickened,  without  being  softened  ;  some  patches 
had  the  appearance  of  sanguineous  extravasation,  not  unlike  the  maculae 
observed  on  the  skin.  When  the  patient  had  a  jaundiced  appearance, 
a  common  occurrence  in  this  epidemic,  I  have  found  the  liver  enlarged 
from  congestion,  presenting  a  bloody  and  bilious  appearance  when  cut 
into,  and  the  gall-bladder  distended  with  inspissated  bile,  thick  enough 
to  maintain  its  form  when  deprived  of  its  covering.  When  there  has 
been  only  a  slight  bilious  tinge  of  the  skin  and  conjunctivae,  the  liver 
presented  the  same  appearance  in  a  less  degree,  the  bile  in  the  gall-blad- 
der being  about  the  consistence  of  treacle." 

Dr.  Fraser  does  not  tell  us  how  many  autopsies  he  had  made  ;  and  we 
cannot  but  regret  that  so  little  has  been  done,  where  the  opportunities  are 
so  great.  It  may  be  given  in  extenuation,  however,  that  the  physicians, 
in  attendance,  are  over-worked,  and  that  many  of  them  have  been  ill  with 
the  fever. 

I  have  no  time  to  give  you  the  statistics  of  this  disease,  had  1  been 
able  to  collect  full  data.  The  number  of  deaths,  in  proportion  to  that 
of  the  cases,  never  will  be  known,  as  nearly  every  form  of  disease  in  the 
immigrants  goes  very  much  under  one  name.  I  may  say,  in  general 
terms,  that  the  mortality  has  been,  and  still  continues,  very  great.  Take 
the  following  as  specimens.  At  Gros  Isle,  for  the  week  preceding  the  24th 
of  August,  the  number  of  patients  averaged  more  than  2000,  and  the 
deaths  amounted  to  283.  In  the  Marine  and  Emigrant  Hospital  of  Que- 
bec, the  average  for  the  week  ending  the  21st  of  August  was  about  850, 
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the  deaths  166 ;  to  which  might  be  added  34  said  to  have  died  of  dys- 
entery, a  sequel  of  the  fever.  The  Montreal  returns  would  be  about 
the  same  ;  and  present,  in  the  aggregate,  about  100  deaths  a-day  at  the 
three  places.  At  Gros  Isle  alone,  up  to  the  20th  of  August,  the  deaths 
had  amounted  to  2116.  The  disease  had  then  prevailed  about  three 
months.  A  portion  of  them,  however,  have  resulted  from  smallpox, 
which  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  island,  and  more  or 
less,  I  believe,  in  Quebec  and  Montreal,  certainly  in  the  latter,  where  I 
saw  it  in  the  General  Hospital. 

The  British  government  have  lately  made  an  effort  to  arrest  the  fever 
by  disinfecting  agents.  Dr.  Stratton,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  but  sojourning 
in  Upper  Canada,  has  been  commissioned  to  this  enterprise,  and  arrived 
in  Quebec  while  I  was  there.  He  was  advised  that  two  agents  would 
be  forwarded  to  him.  One  proved,  on  opening  the  package,  to  be  Sir 
William  Burnett's  patent  disinfecting  fluid  ;  the  other,  a  small  bale  of 
dresses  for  a  lady  !  which  had  been  forwarded  from  Halifax  (by  mistake) 
instead  of  Ledoyen's  disinfecting  fluid.  The  former  (of  which  Dr.  Strat- 
ton kindly  presented  me  with  a  small  vial,  which  1  carry  in  my  trunk  as 
an  amulet)  is  said,  by  the  medical  gentlemen  of  this  quarter,  to  be  a  so- 
lution of  the  chloride  of  zinc.  The  latter,  according  to  Dr.  Hall,  is  a 
liquor  of  nitrate  of  lead.  When  I  left  Quebec,  arrangements  were  mak- 
ing for  experiments  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  but  its  physicians  seemed  to 
think  lightly  of  the  practical  value  of  such  measures.  When  I  was  at 
Gros  Isle,  Dr.  Douglas,  the  Quarantine  Physician,  sagaciously  remarked, 
that  the  proper  place  for  such  experiments  is  an  emigrant  ship  on  her 
voyage. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  correct  at  least  the  grosser  blunders 
of  style,  which  are  unavoidable  in  the  circumstances  under  which  I  have 
written  this  most  hurried  epistle.  With  all  its  imperfections,  it  may, 
however,  be  of  some  interest  to  such  of  your  readers  as  may  not  have 
seen  much  of  what  may  have  been  written  by  others  on  the  Irish  epi- 
demic ;  and  in  that  conviction  I  dismiss  it,  by  subscribing  myself,  very 
respectfully,  Your  ob't  serv't,  Dan.  Drake. 


CASE  OF  INTERSTITIAL  UTERINE  PREGNANCY. 

The  Revue  Medicale  contains  an  original  communication  of  a  case  of  inter- 
stitial uterine  pregnancy,  terminating  fatally,  by  Dr.  Payanr  Surgeon  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu  d'Aix.  There  was  this  point,  in  addition  to  the  rarity  of  it, 
interesting  in  the  case,  viz.,  that  from  the  sudden  death  of  the  woman, 
without  any  obvious  cause,  a  judicial  inquiry  was  made,  and  a.  post-mor- 
tem examination,  which  revealed  the  true  nature  of  the  case. 

A  woman,  unmarried,  aged  32,  strong  and  robust,  mother  of  one  child, 
and  one  used  to  active  exercise  in  carrying  messages,  &tc,  for  different 
people  of  the  town,  had  now  gone  three  months  in  pregnancy.  After 
having  been  partaking  of  a  feast  with  a  paramour  during  the  day,  she 
felt  unwell  in  the  evening,  and  was  seized  with  violent  pains  in  the  hypo- 
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gastric  region,  with  excessive  thirst  and  great  prostration.  She  retired  to 
bed,  hoping  to  gain  ease  ;  but  this  failing,  she  sent  for  a  practitioner, 
who  applied  leeches  over  the  pubic  region.  But  this  was  without  effect  5 
her  state  became  worse;  she  grew  more  and  more  pale  ;  her  pulse  be* 
came  gradually  feebler,  and  her  vision  obscured.  Frequent  syncope, 
moreover,  occurred,  and  two  hours  after  the  onset  of  the  attack  she 
expired. 

Her  death  being  looked  upon  with  some  suspicion,  three  physicians 
were  commissioned  to  make  an  examination  of  the  body.  Nothing  ap- 
peared on  the  surface  of  the  body.  The  abdomen  being  opened,  a  large 
quantity  of  blood,  mixed  with  the  serum  of  the  cavity,  was  found  in  the 
peritoneal  sac  ;  and  towards  the  hypogastric  region,  the  blood  occurred 
in  large  clots,  entirely  covering  the  uterus.  These  clots  being  removed, 
the  uterus  was  ascertained  to  be  increased  in  size  ;  but  what  was  most  re- 
markable, was  a  prominence  situated  at  its  upper  part,  representing,  in 
the  greater  part  of  its  extent,  a  diaphanous  wall,  through  which  an  em- 
bryo could  be  perceived,  and  which  was  constantly  out  of  its  normal  po- 
sition. The  suspicion  excited  among  those  present  was,  that  an  attempt 
at  procuring  abortion  had  been  made,  which  had  thrust  the  embryo 
from  its  natural  situation.  With  this  idea  in  their  mind,  the  examination 
was  proceeded  with,  by  the  removal  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  pelvis, 
along  with  the  internal  and  external  organs  of  generation,  and  the  blad- 
der and  rectum.  An  incision  was  then  made  through  the  symphysis 
pubis,  and  then  traversing  the  wall  of  the  urethra  and  bladder ;  but  no 
traces  of  injury  could  be  found.  The  vagina  was  opened,  with  no  other 
result.  The  os  and  cervix  uteri  were  so  far  dilated,  or  extensible,  as  to 
admit  the  little  ringer.  The  neck  and  body  of  the  uterus  being  opened, 
some  reddish-brown  patches,  of  little  extent,  were  noticed  ;  but  no  solu- 
tion of  continuity.  The  uterus  was  developed  to  the  degree  met  with 
in  the  third  month  of  gestation,  but  its  cavity  contained  no  foetus.  It 
was  lined  throughout  by  a  kind  of  false  membrane,  incompletely  or- 
ganized, in  the  form  of  a  concrete  matter  of  considerable  thickness,  as  a 
sort  of  soft,  mucous,  grey  coat ;  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  discovered  in 
the  uterus.  Connected  with  the  uterine  cavity,  near  its  fundus,  on  the 
left  side,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  uterine  opening  of  the  Fallo- 
pian tubes,  wras  another  sac,  formed  in  the  substance  of  the  uterus.  Into 
this  accidental  cavity  the  left  Fallopian  tube  seemed  to  open.  There 
appeared  no  communication  between  the  true  uterine  cavity  and  this 
false  interstitial  one.  The  wall  of  the  latter,  by  the  inward  pressure 
exerted,  was  very  thin  and  translucent,  looking  like  a  mere  fold  of  peri- 
toneum, although,  its  structure  being  traced,  its  origin  at  the  expense  of 
the  uterine  substance  was  cognizable.  In  this  secondary  cavity,  the  en- 
tire foetus,  with  its  placenta,  was  lodged.  It  had  the  usual  size  of  one 
at  the  third  month — was  of  the  male  sex,  free  from  all  lesion,  and  at- 
tached by  an  umbilical  cord  to  a  placenta  seated  above  and  behind  it. 
The  hemorrhage  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  was  accounted  for  by  a  rupture 
of  the  sac  having  taken  place. 

It  was  endeavored  to  set  up  another  view  of  this  case,  involving  some 
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parties  in  guilt  for  attempting  to  bring  about  abortion.  Tbe  interpreta- 
tion of  appearances,  by  tbe  view  just  alluded  to,  was,  tbat  a  foreign 
body,  as  a  sound,  bad  been  introduced,  by  tbe  aid  of  a  speculum,  be- 
tween tbe  wall  of  the  uterus  and  the  foetal  membranes,  and  pushed  on  to 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  so  as  to  produce  there  a  perforation  ;  that  by  this 
peribration,  the  womb  was  excited  to  contraction,  and  that  such  contrac- 
tions drove  the  foetus  from  its  cavity  through  the  perforation  ;  that  what 
was  regarded  as  a  cyst,  containing  the  foetus,  and  derivable  from  the 
uterine  wall,  was  no  other  than  the  ovum,  with  its  membranes,  attached 
to  the  surface  of  the  uterus  by  the  clots  of  blood,  he.  This  view,  it 
was  pretended,  was  upheld  by  some  reddish  spots  about  the  orifice  of  the 
vagina  (but  which  were  evidently  of  old  date)  and  towards  the  neck  of 
the  uterus  ;  by  the  possibility  of  introducing  the  little  finger  through  the 
os  uteri ;  and  from  the  capacity  of  the  womb  being  deemed  greater 
than  it  would  be  if  it  had  contained  nothing.  But  the  last  is  no  objec- 
tion, since  the  uterus  is  known  to  augment  in  volume  in  all  cases  of  ex- 
tra-uterine foetation  ;  and  the  other  objections,  also,  are  groundless  ;  for 
the  laxity  of  the  os  uteri  is  explicable  from  the  haemorrhage  ;  the  spots 
on  the  vagina  were  old  ;  and  those  on  the  uterus  offered  no  trace  of  abra- 
sion. Lastly,  the  appearances  met  with  were  not  explicable  by  this 
forced  hypothesis. 


THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  GLASSES  IN  AMAUROSIS. 

Charlatans  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  convex  glasses 
in  amaurosis,  and  those  practitioners  who  have  followed  their  example 
have  explained  the  occasional  benefit  thence  resulting  by  the  excite- 
ment of  an  asthenic  retina  ;  but,  according  to  M.  SichePs  views,  they 
are  only  useful  when  the  amaurosis  has  followed  presbyopia.  In  these 
cases,  even,  very  convex  glasses  should  not  be  employed  before  fully 
trying  the  effect  of  feebler  ones.  He  has  long  been  aware  of  the  modi- 
fications which  the  difference  in  the  length  of  normal  vision  impresses 
on  the  symptoms.  Thus,  in  the  condition  of  amblyopia  from  presbyo- 
pia, slightly  voluminous  objects  are  best  seen  when  held  at  more  or  less 
distance — the  sight  at  a  distance  remaining  good,  although  impaired  for 
near  objects.  In  such  cases,  sight  is  notably  improved  by  convex  glasses. 
After  a  long  period,  however,  when  the  patient's  sight  becomes  shorten- 
ed to  a  great  extent,  glasses  are  of  no  use,  and  the  amaurosis  is  incura- 
ble. In  myopia,  the  sight,  while  enfeebling  also  at  a  far  earlier  period, 
becomes  shorter,  and  convex  glasses  do  not  facilitate  vision,  unless  placed 
very  near  the  eye  so  as  to  act  as  magnifying  glasses,  at  the  same  time 
stimulating,  and  eventually  injuring  the  retina.  Thus,  we  would  expect, 
as  in  fact  is  the  case,  that,  in  amaurosis  from  presbyopia,  glasses  would 
prove  useful,  and  the  more  so  as  its  origin  is  local — i.  e.,  produced  by 
fatigue  of  the  organ  of  vision.  Hence  they  frequently  prove  of  service 
both  in  the  treatment  and  the  diagnosis  of  the  affection.  Strong  glasses 
must  not  be  employed  if  the  case  is  not  a  very  old  one,  the  presbyopia 
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excessive,  the  foci  of  the  eyes  unequal,  or  the  patient  unable  to  suspend 
his  occupations.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  case  of  cure  of  myopia  by  these 
means  has  ever  occurred. 

Ther,e  is  a  variety  of  presbyopic  amblyopia >  however,  from  which  pa- 
tients derive  no  benefit  from  glasses,  and  on  inquiry  such  persons  will  have 
been  found  to  have  employed  their  unprotected  eyes  long  after  defective 
vision  had  manifested  itself.  The  eye  has  thus  been  forced  to  accommo- 
date itself  to  minute  objects  until  positively  unable  to  continue  to  do  so. 
In  this  case  the  retina  must  be  allowed  to  recover  itself  by  repose,  and 
by  frequent  exercise  on  large  and  distant  objects,  after  which  the  96-inch 
focus  may  be  employed.  Often,  however,  stronger  glasses  will  be  re- 
quired, the  patient  by  exertion  of  the  unassisted  eye  having  contracted  an 
acquired  myopia.  Although  this  form  of  amblyopia  is  usually  of  slow 
occurrence,  it  occasionally  comes  on  rapidly,  if  the  eyes  are  sedulously 
employed  upon  smaller  objects  than  they  are  accustomed  to.  This  is 
the  case  with  some  children  who  are  too  early  employed  in  reading, 
sewing,  he.  Presbyopic  amblyopia  generally  occurs  without  complica- 
tions, but  it  may  exist  in  conjunction  with  cerebro-ocular  congestion,  dys- 
menorrhcea,  constipation,  he. — conditions  which  much  favor  the  occur- 
rence of  amblyopia  in  presbyopia.  These  complications  must  be  re- 
moved before  recurrence  is  had  to  glasses  or  local  stimuli.  It  may  also 
be  associated  with  various  other  diseased  conditions  of  the  eye,  often 
rendering  their  diagnosis  very  obscure.  The  complication  of  presbyopia 
with  conjunctivitis  has  frequently  given  rise  to  the  supposition  of  an  am- 
blyopia which  has  had  no  existence  in  fact. — Medico-  Chirurgical  Review. 


CHRONIC  FURUNCLES. 
By  Robert   J.  Graves,  M.D.,  Dublin. 

1  have  obtained  permission  from  my  friend,  Dr.  Orpen,  of  Cove,  to 
publish  the  following  particulars  of  a  disease  of  the  skin  to  which  he 
became  subject,  and  the  symptoms  of  which  his  letter  accurately  details: 

"  My  dear  Sir, — I  would  feel  much  obliged  by  your  giving  me  your 
opinion  on  a  very  painful  and  troublesome  furuncular  affection  I  have 
been  subject  to  for  some  time.  The  first  attack  I  had  of  it,  which  is 
nearly  five  years  ago,  came  on  my  hands  and  wrists,  and  I  attributed  it 
to  some  matter  that  got  on  my  hands  while  dressing  a  case  of  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  of  the  scalp,  attended  with  profuse  suppuration.  That 
attack  lasted  thee  or  four  months.  I  had  another  severe  attack  last  year, 
after  attending  a  bad  case  of  sloughing  phagadaena  of  the  penis,  scro- 
tum, and  groin,  from  primary  syphilis.  I  was  not  aware  that  1  had  any 
cut  or  scratch  on  my  finger  at  the  time ;  I  used  the  greatest  caution  in 
touching  the  sore,  and  did  not  cut  myself  at  the  time ;  still  1  had  a  very 
painful  eruption  of  boils  afterwards,  which  lasted  three  months.  I  had 
a  third  attack  last  summer,  and  am  now  suffering  from  the  fourth. 

"  The  eruption  is  more  a  purple  hard  tubercle,  than  a  pustule  or  boil ; 
in  some  very  bad  ones  they  are  preceded  by  a  small  vesicle,  with  a  white 
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areola,  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence  or  shilling,  in  which  case  there  is 
some  deep  suppuration  afterwards  ;  but  they  generally  suppurate  very 
slowly  and  imperfectly. 

"  1  intended  to  have  consulted  you  about  it  when  in  Dublin,  but  as  I 
was  free- from  them  at  that  time,  I  did  not  wish  to  trouble  you  ;  but  this 
eruption  is  now  becoming  more  frequent,  and  appears  to  be  brought  on 
by  anything  that  irritates  the  skin  ;  a  hard  ride  on  horseback  is  generally 
followed  by  several  of  them.  I  have  tried  various  remedies,  such  as 
mercurial  alteratives,  with  soda  ;  sarsaparilla,  and  Brandish's  solution  ; 
and  quinine  (which  gave  me  a  headache)  ;  I  have  frequently  cut  them 
across  with  a  scalpel,  or  applied  caustic  to  them,  which  prevents  some 
from  suppurating.  I  was  advised  to  use  calomel  and  James's  powder  in 
small  doses,  with  spare  diet,  which  relieved  me  at  the  time,  but  the  erup- 
.  tion  returned  soon  after.  I  was  also  lately  recommended  tonics,  with 
porter  and  nourishing  diet  ;  which  latter — 1  mean  the  porter  and  full  diet 
— generally  bring  on  headache,  so  I  am  afraid  of  them. 

"  I  have  also  consulted  your  most  valuable  work,  expecting  to  find 
same  consolatory  advice  that  I  have  so  frequently  had  from  it  in  fevers 
and  other  cases,  but  I  did  not  find  any  case  exactly  corresponding  to  my 
own.  I  have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  directly, 
and  laying  this  statement  of  my  case  before  you.  Let  me  know  par- 
ticularly as  to  diet.  I  used  to  be  very  dyspeptic,  but  of  late  I  feel  my- 
self in  better  health  and  spirits,  only  that  I  am  so  much  annoyed  by  these 
boils,  pustules  or  tubercles.    My  pulse  used  to  be  75  to  SO  ;  it  is  now  60. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  most  sincerely, 

"  Thomas  H.  Orpen." 

I  advised  Dr.  Orpen  to  try  the  following  prescription,  recommended 
by  Dr.  Erichson  in  the  Medical  Gazette  of  November  14th,  1845: — 
Liquor  of  caustic  potash,  one  ounce,  and  half  an  ounce  of  bicarbonate 
of  potash,  in  seven  ounces  of  water.  One  tablespoonful  to  be  taken 
twice  a-day  in  half  a  tumblerful  of  nettle  tea,  and  the  dose  to  be  gra- 
dually increased  until  an  ounce  is  taken  at  a  time.  Dr.  Orpen  perse- 
vered for  a  considerable  time  in  the  use  of  this  remedy,  occasionally  in- 
termitting it,  and  was  at  length  completely  restored  to  health.  He  used, 
by  my  advice,  a  generous  but  not  heating  diet.  With  respect  to  inocula- 
tion of  the  system  by  means  of  morbid  animal  matter,  I  have  seen  fre- 
quent instances  of  it  in  cases  where  such  inoculation  was  new  to  me. 
A  young  lady  had  erythema  nodosum  of  her  legs,  some  of  the  tumors  of 
which,  being  neglected,  and  irritated  by  friction,  ran  into  superficial 
pustules.  Her  mother  opened  some  of  these  with  a  needle,  and, 
during  the  operation,  a  drop  of  the  fluid  fell  upon  the  back  of  her 
middle  finger.  In  ten  minutes  after  she  felt  a  tingling  and  painful  sensa- 
tion in  the  unbroken  skin  of  the  part,  which  she  had  merely  wiped  and 
not  washed,  being  entirely  occupied  with  her  daughter.  The  spot  soon 
became  inflamed,  and  next  day  an  angry  pustule,  exactly  similar  to  those 
on  her  daughter's  legs,  formed  on  the  finger. — Dublin  Quarterly  Journal 
of  Medical  Science, 
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TRIAL  FOR  MALPRACTICE. 

Francis  Bugard  vs.  George  Gross. — This  was  an  action  for  alleged 
malpractice,  tried  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Buffalo,  County  of 
Erie,  and  State  of  JNew  York,  June  21,  1847. 

Judge  Stevens  presiding.  L.  T.  Williams  and  Seth  C.  Hawley, 
counsel  for  plaintiff ;  James  Mullett  and  W.  W.  Peacock,  counsel  lor 
defendant. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  on  the  trial,  that  the  plaintiff,  23  years  old,  is 
a  steady,  industrious  farmer,  residing  on  Eleven  Mile  Creek,  in  the  town 
of  Amherst ;  and  that  the  defendant  is  a  botanic  and  root  doctor,  prac- 
tising in  Williamsville,  not  far  from  Eleven  Mile  Creek. 

On  the  17th  of  September  last,  about  nine  months  since,  Francis 
was  chopping  a  log  in  the  woods,  and  by  the  sudden  displacement 
of  that  portion  upon  which  he  was  standing,  he  was  thrown  back- 
wards, striking  upon  the  corner  and  back  part  of  the  humerus.  Two 
or  three  hours  afterwards  he  was  seen  by  the  defendant,  who  upon  exa- 
mination said  it  was  out  of  joint,  and  perhaps  broken  ;  and  after  pour- 
ing warm  water  on  it  about  ten  minutes  to  reduce  the  swelling,  he  em- 
ployed extension  and  counter-extension  in  a  straight  line,  and  professed 
to  have  reduced  it,  yet  the  arm  now,  as  before,  could  not  be  flexed,  ex- 
cept very  slightly.  Defendant  then  applied  two  shingle  splints,  one  to 
the  arm,  extending  from  the  outer  condyle  of  the  humerus,  upwards 
about  three  inches,  and  the  other  from  the  coronoid  process  downwards 
on  the  forearm,  about  the  same  distance — for  what  purpose  these  splints 
were  applied  was  never  attempted  to  be  shown.  The  arm  was  then  sus- 
pended by  the  side  of  the  body  in  a  nearly  straight  line,  and  secured  by 
a  couple  of  handkerchiefs. 

September  18. — Defendant  took  the  splint  off,  and  witnesses  noticed 
that  the  bones  were  not  in  place.  Defendant  said  it  was  "  swelled  up 
so  bad  he  could  hardly  tell  if  it  was  right  or  not."  The  same  dressings 
were  re-applied,  and  the  arm  placed  in  the  same  extended  position — 
the  only  one  in  which  it  could  be  kept.  Defendant  also  gave  Francis 
a  liniment  to  reduce  the  swelling,  which  "  burnt  like  fire,"  and  produced 
excoriations.  Defendant  then  said,  "  put  warm  water  in  a  bottle,  and 
put  it  by  the  arm,  may  be  he  catched  cold  the  night  before,  because  he 
suffered  so  much."  Said  he  once  set  an  ankle  which  had  been  out 
six  times,  he. 

19th. — Defendant  examined  it  again,  and  said  it  was  not  right — that 
Francis  had  got  it  out  of  place  (although  it  did  not  appear  but  that  he 
had  been  extremely  careful).  Having  again  poured  warm  water  on  it 
during  five  minutes  to  reduce  the  swelling,  and  make  it  yield  better, 
two  men  were  directed  to  make  extension  and  counter-extension  in  a 
straight  line,  while  defendant  manipulated  at  the  elbow.  After  about 
one  minute's  pulling,  Gross  said  he  guessed  it  was  in,  and  the  men  ceased 
pulling.  The  arm,  however,  remained  as  before,  nearly  straight,  and  the 
deformity  at  the  elbow  continued. 

The  same  splints  and  liniment  were  re-applied,  with  further  directions 
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to  pour  milk  under  the  dressings  if  the  liniment  smarted  too  much. 
When  defendant  went  out  he  said  "  they  generally  have  an  iron  box  to 
set  the  elbow  in,  but  I  have  not  got  one  myself,  I  will  get  one  of  Dr, 
Ham,"  tec. 

22d. — Defendant  removed  the  dressings  and  tried  to  bend  the  arm, 
but  could  not.  Saw  an  ecchymosis  in  axilla,  and  directed  fomentations 
of  wormwood  and  vinegar  to  be  applied.  The  same  splints  were  re- 
applied, and  the  liniment  continued.  Gross  said  it  was  "  gaining  very 
fast " — "  it  was  right." 

This  treatment  was  continued  eighteen  days,  and  the  arm  was  then 
left  in  its  present  shape  and  position.  About  three  or  four  weeks  after 
the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  Francis  called  on  Gross  ;  Gross  proposed 
to  "  break  it  over  again,"  and  sent  him  to  Buffalo  for  the  opinion  of  Drs, 
Hill  and  Davis,  both  Thomsonians. 

The  testimony  as  to  the  facts  having  closed,  Drs.  Hamilton  and 
Sprague  were  examined  as  to  their  professional  opinions,  he. 

Dr.  Hamilton  testified  that  he  had  seen  the  arm ;  that  it  is  a  back- 
ward luxation  of  radius  and  ulna  ;  arm  is  nearly  straight  and  admits  of 
but  very  slight  motion  at  elbow-joint  ;  thinks  it  was  always  the  same 
luxation,  and  without  fracture  ;  thinks  the  luxation  could  have  been 
easily  diagnosed  within  two  or  three  hours  after  the  accident.  The 
swelling  could  not  have  been  great  at  that  time,  or  it  would  have  oblite- 
rated the  fossa  between  the  olecranon  and  the  inner  condyle,  which  one 
of  the  witnesses  swears  was  as  manifest  then  as  now  ;  if  a  fracture  of 
any  of  the  bones  about  the  point  had  actually  existed,  it  would  be  appa- 
rent now,  since  the  treatment  was  not  such  as  would  be  proper  for  any 
fracture  about  the  elbow-joint,  and  a  deformity  at  the  point  of  fracture 
must  have  resulted.  The  reduction  of  this  luxation  at  an  early  hour, 
is  easily  effected — always  bends  the  forearm  upon  the  arm  to  dis- 
place the  coronoid  process  from  the  fossa  of  the  humerus.  This  is  the 
practice  of  all  the  modern  surgeons  except  Liston.  Liston  straightens 
the  arm,  but  carries  it  far  back,  so  as  completely  to  relax  the  triceps. 
The  plan  described  by  the  witnesses  as  pursued  by  the  defendant  was 
not  the  same  ;  he  pulled  in  a  straight  line  and  directly  forwards,  which 
put  the  triceps  upon  the  stretch.  It  would  require  very  great  power  to 
reduce  the  arm  in  this  way.  If  it  were  reduced  it  could  have  been  bent 
up  to  at  least  a  right  angle.  This  is  the  position  in  which  it  ought  to 
have  been  placed — -no  splints  were  necessary.  We  sometimes  use  a 
moveable  right-angled  splint,  when  it  is  a  child,  who  will  tumble  about, 
but  the  splints  employed  could  not  have  been  of  the  least  service.  The 
application  of  stimulating  liniments  was  bad  treatment.  The  reduction 
could  not  have  been  as  easily  effected  on  the  third  as  on  the  first  day  ; 
if  it  be  true  that  fractures  can  be  as  well  reduced  after  a  few  days  as  at 
first,  it  certainly  is  not  so  with  dislocations — every  day  increases  the  diffi- 
culty. Dislocated  elbow,  radius  and  ulna  backwards,  have  been  reduced 
after  several  weeks,  but  generally  the  witness  would  be  unwilling  to 
make  the  attempt  after  six  weeks.  There  is  danger  to  the  limb  when 
the  attempt  is  made  at  two  weeks,  and  witness  would  so  state  to  the  pa» 
dent  before  attempting  the  reduction. 
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Dr.  Sprague  testified  (Dr.  Sprague  was  requested  by  the  counsel  for 
plaintiff  to  examine  the  arm,  which  he  did)  that  he  had  examined  the 
arm,  it  is  deformed  ;  there  is  a  dislocation  of  the  radius  and  ulna  back- 
wards ;  bones  are  situated  in  this  manner  (showing  the  position  of  the 
bones  upon  a  skeleton  of  an  arm  which  was  handed  to  him),  the  coronoid 
process  is  lodged  in  the  fossa  of  the  humerus.  Witness  reduces  this  dis- 
location by  bending  the  arm  forcibly  across  the  knee  or  around  the  back 
of  a  chair,  and  then  he  sometimes  suddenly  brings  it  straight.  The 
course  pursued  by  the  defendant  would  not  be  likely  to  reduce  the  bones  ; 
the  splints  used  in  this  case  could  not  have  been  of  any  service  ;  the  arm 
ought  to  have  been  kept  at  right  angles  ;  generally  no  great  difficulty  in 
discovering  this  dislocation  ;  not  very  liable  to  get  out  of  place ;  would 
not  generally  attempt  to  reduce  a  dislocation  of  this  kind  after  five,  six  or 
seven  weeks. 

Dr.  Milo  W.  Hill  (a  botanic  physician  of  Buffalo)  testified  on  the  part 
of  the  defence,  that  plaintiff  came  into  his  office  in  February  ;  said  he 
came  to  have  his  arm  examined  ;  defendant  came  with  him  ;  wished  to 
know  what  could  be  done  with  it.  Dr.  Hill  examined,  and  then  took 
him  into  Dr.  Field's  office  (an  oculist).  Dr.  Hill  said  he  was  formerly  of 
the  old  school,  but  is  now  a  botanic  doctor.  Dr.  H.  advised  him  to  go 
to  some  other  doctor,  Dr.  Sprague  he  thinks. 

Dr.  Wm.  Field  testified  that  he  had  heard  Dr.  Hill,  and  concurred  in 
all  his  statements. 

Dr.  Davis  (botanic  doctor)  testified  only  in  relation  to  the  mental 
condition  of  one  of  defendant's  witnesses. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 
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Presidency  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — A  rumor  is  abroad 
that  Dr.  Howe,  of  Rillerica,  who,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  was  elected 
to  preside  over  the  Society  the  present  year,  may  not  accept  the  honor.  If  this 
should  prove  to  be  true,  the  same  body  will  have  to  make  a  third  effort  for 
a  president.  There  was  a  deep  feeling  of  regret  that  Dr.  Alden,  of  Ran- 
dolph, could  not  be  induced  to  take  the  chair,  to  which  he  was  elected ;  and 
we  are  quite  sure,  also,  that  the  members  generally  would  regret  extremely 
should  Dr.  Howe  be  unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  He 
is  a  gentleman  extensively  known  to  the  profession  of  the  Commonwealth, 
as  an  eminent  practitioner  and  an  excellent  man. 


Lectures  on  Embryology. — That  learned  and  eminently  distinguished 
naturalist,  Prof.  Agassiz,  is  now  lecturing  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
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Fridays,  on  embryology,  at  the  Tremont-street  Medical  School,  in  this  city. 
As  he  both  astonishes  and  delights  those  who  have  heard  him,  on  a  variety 
of  subjects,  with  the  vastness  of  his  exact  attainments  in  science,  those 
who  are  privileged  to  listen  to  him,  through  the  present  series  of  lectures, 
will  have  a  rare  opportunity  for  acquiring  knowledge  on  an  important 
branch  of  science.  We  congratulate  the  Tremont  School  on  the  advan- 
tages that  must  necessarily  accrue  to  the  institution  from  the  services  of 
Prof.  Agassiz.  Why  could  not  the  lectures  have  been  delivered  in  the  after- 
noon or  evening,  with  a  view  to  gratifying  a  great  number,  including  our- 
selves, who  cannot  possibly  go  in  the  morning,  but  who  are  exceedingly 
unwilling  to  lose  a  chance  of  profiting  by  the  illustrations  and  researches 
of  that  celebrated  savan. 


Bronchotomy. — An  anonymous  correspondent  has  sent  us,  through  the 
Post  Office,  the  following  report  of  a  successful  operation,  extracted  from 
the  Brunswick  Journal.  It  appears  that  a  little  boy,  five  years  of  age, 
residing  in  Webster,  Me.,  some  time  since,  we  should  infer  from  the  narra- 
tive, got  a  beach  nut  into  the  trachea.  "  Hoarseness,  great  difficulty  of 
breathing  and  intense  suffering  immediately  followed.  A  variety  of  expe- 
dients were  resorted  to  for  dislodging  the  nut,  such  as  administering  an 
emetic,  holding  him  up  by  his  heels,  &c.  &c,  but  to  no  purpose.  Twenty- 
eight  hours  were  consumed  in  such  trials.  Dr.  McKeen,  of  Topsham, 
upon  seeing  the  patient,  at  once  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  nothing  short  of 
an  immediate  operation  could  save  the  little  fellow's  life,  and,  night  though 
it  was,  it  would  be  fatal  to  postpone  the  operation  until  daylight.  The 
windpipe  was  accordingly  opened  forthwith,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  just  above  the  breast  bone.  Immediate  relief  was  felt  from  im- 
pending suffocation,  and  the  lad  recovered  his  consciousness.  This  showed 
that  the  beach  nut  was  situated  above  the  artificial  opening.  A  few  minutes 
respite  was  given  the  patient, — he  breathing  through  the  artificial  opening 
comfortably. 

"  Repeated  efforts  were  next  made  to  ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the 
nut,  and  the  cause  of  its  retention.  A  variety  of  forceps  and  other  instru- 
ments were  introduced,  through  the  wound,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  it — 
but  all  the  essays  were  unsuccessful.  At  length  it  occurred  to  the  doctor 
to  pass  a  strong  thread  into  the  windpipe,  through  the  wound  upward  into 
the  mouth,  by  means  of  a  delicate  probe.  This  was  with  some  difficulty 
accomplished.  A  small  piece  of  sponge  was  next  tied  to  the  thread  which 
hung  out  of  the  mouth.  With  one  finger  he  guided  it  into  the  windpipe  at 
the  roots  of  the  tongue,  while  with  the  other  he  drew  the  thread  downward 
through  the  wound.  The  sponge  by  this  movement  was  made  to  sweep 
over  the  whole  extent  of  the  windpipe  above  the  wound,  and  upon  its 
emerging  from  the  artificial  opening,  it  brought  along  with  it  the  nut,  which 
was  withered,  and  its  angular  projections  caused  it  to  adhere  with  the  tena- 
city of  a  burr." 


Death  by  Homoeopathic  Medicine. — The  following  narrative  has  been 
made  public  through  some  of  the  newspapers.  It  seems  that  a  jury  of 
inquest  was  recently  held  at  Stockport,  N.  Y.,  on  the  body  of  Martin  Van 
Sickler,  who  died  Aug.  16th,  under  the  following  circumstances: — "He 
called  on  Dr.  John  B.  Philip,  a  homoeopathic  physician,  for  some  pills  for 
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a  pain  in  the  side,  &c.  Dr.  Philip  gave  him  two  vials  of  pills,  one  con- 
taining 24,  the  other  32  pills,  with  written  directions  to  take  one  three 
times  a  day,  and  if  it  produced  any  burning  pain,  then  to  take  but  half  of 
one  at  a  time.  It  seemed,  from  the  testimony  on  the  inquest,  that  Van 
Sickler's  illness  was  feigned,  and  that  there  was  an  understanding  between 
him  and  Dr.  Schermerhorn,  of  Stockport,  that  he  should  get  the  pills  and 
take  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ridiculing  Dr.  Philip  and  his  medicine.  Dr. 
Schermerhorn  assured  Van  Sickler  that  he  need  not  be  afraid  to  take  the 
whole  lot,  as  they  would  hurt  no  one.  Accordingly,  Van  Sickler  took  the 
whole  of  the  pills,  under  the  advice  of  Dr.  S.,  and  the  result  was  his  death 
about  one  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

"  Dr.  Philip  testified  that  he  was  called  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  by  Dr. 
Schermerhorn,  who  wished  him  immediately  to  go  and  see  the  deceased. 

"  Dr.  P.  told  him  it  was  useless  if  he  had  taken  all  the  medicine  sent, 
at  once,  as  it  would  produce  death. 

"  According  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Whitbreak,  of  Hudson,  the  deceased 
came  to  his  death  by  taking  an  over-dose  of  strychnine  and  arsenic  pills. 
Accordingly  the  jury  found  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  taking  the  medi- 
cine, contrary  to  the  direction  of  Dr.  Philip." 


Homoeopathic  Veterinary  Medicine.— Some  of  our  readers  may  have 
thought  that  the  announcement  of  this  treatise,  some  two  or  three  weeks 
since,  was  intended  for  a  pleasant  jest,  at  the  expense  of  the  disciples  of 
homceopathy.  But  the  book  is  a  sober  reality,  containing  408  duodecimo 
pages,  and  giving  explicit  directions  for  prescribing,  homoeopathically,  for 
horses,  oxen,  sheep,  dogs,  and  other  domestic  animals.  We  like  the  idea 
■ — having  long  been  of  an  opinion  that  some  of  these  dumb  beasts  have 
suffered  shamefully,  and  cruelly,  too,  by  over-dosing,  through  the  criminal 
ignorance  of  farriers  and  horse  doctors  generally.  The  new  practice  pro- 
posed for  them  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  leaving  them  to  nature,  un- 
tormented.  A  further  notice  of  the  character  of  this  anomalous  work  is 
intended. 


Effects  of  Vice  on  Health.— The  unhappy  females  "  who  continually 
perambulate  the  streets  of  London,  the  lowest  estimate  of  whose  number 
is  60,000,  and  the  average  length  of  whose  lives,  after  their  departure  from 
the  paths  of  virtue,  is  limited  to  five  years,"  are  a  melancholy  evidence 
of  the  penalty  of  violating  physical  as  well  as  moral  laws.  Although 
the  French  writers  endeavor  to  make  it  appear  that  prostitution  does  not 
materially  shorten  life,  or  necessarily  impair  the  health  of  individuals,  so 
long  as  they  remain  free  from  diseases  incident  to  that  course  of  life,  the 
statistics  of  all  other  countries  present  an  entirely  different  picture.  Phy- 
sicians, in  all  the  American  cities,  were  they  to  relate  what  they  know  on 
this  subject,  would,  it  is  thought,  confirm  the  opinion  generally  entertained, 
that  prostitution  almost  invariably  leads  to  premature  death.  But  notwith- 
standing the  general  sentiment  of  mankind  against  its  toleration,  especially 
in  christian  lands,  the  efforts  of  the  legislature  and  the  local  police,  and  the 
aid  of  religion,  all  acting  in  harmony  for  the  suppression  of  this  blot  upon 
civilization,  the  vice  is  certainly  increasing  in  all  the  cities  of  the  United 
States, 
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New  Ho?iors  for  Berzelius. — "  The  Senate  of  the  Royal  University  of 
Copenhagen  have  just  appointed  Baron  Berzelius  an  honorary  Doctor  in 
Philosophy.  A  deputation  of  the  Faculty  of  Philosophy,  having  at  their 
head  M.  Sibbern.  Councillor  of  the  Conferences,  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  car- 
ried to  the  illustrious  Swedish  chemist  his  diploma,  enclosed  in  a  red  box, 
ornamented  with  the  arms  of  the  University."  It  is  thought  by  some  to 
be  perfectly  ridiculous  for  the  University  to  have  conferred  this  diploma  on 
a  man  whose  reputation  is  more  extensive  than  that  of  any  person  in  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark,  not  even  excepting  the  monarch  who  governs  it. 
Had  it  been  -given  to  the  Professor  twenty  years  ago,  it  would  then  have 
been  creditable  to  the  University,  but  it  is  now  too  late  to  do  anything  for 
him  that  can  either  flatter  his  vanity  or  add  to  his  celebrity.  Mistakes  of 
this  kind  are  very  common  in  our  own  country.  The  time  to  encourage 
genius  is  while  it  is  struggling  for  development. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Lectures  will  commence  in  the  Illinois  College,  at 
Jacksonville,  the  first  Monday  in  November.  There  are  five  professors, 
viz.,  Drs.  John  James,  Henry  Jones,  Samuel  Adams,  David  Prince  and 
Henry  Wing. — The  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred,  at  the  late 
commencement  of  Dartmouth  College,  on  Dr.  Daniel  Hovey,  of  Greenfield, 
Mass. — Dr.  William  C.  Whittredge,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  recently  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.,  from  Harvard  University. — The  Rush 
Medical  College,  at  Chicago,  announces  the  next  course  of  lectures  to  com- 
mence the  first  Monday  in  November. — Deaths  by  yellow  fever  at  New 
Orleans  are  very  numerous.  No  abatement  of  the  fearful  epidemic  is  yet 
discoverable. — There  must  be  something  wrong  in  the  New  York  Post 
Office,  which  gives  rise  to  a  second  complaint  from  the  Annalist  of  that  city, 
of  the  non-reception  of  our  Journal,  as  it  has  been  properly  directed  every 
week  without  fail,  and  forwarded  in  the  same  package  with  our  other  New 
York  Nos.,  none  of  which  have  been  lately  known  to  miscarry. 


To  Cor  respondents. — The  papers  of  Drs.  Castle  and  Kingsbury,  of  New  York,  were  re- 
ceived too  late  for  insertion  this  week. 


Married.— In  Boston,  E.  D.  G.  Palmer,  M.D.,  to  Miss  C.  L.  Gale.— Sidney  W.  Rockwell, 
M.D.,  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  to  Miss  M.  Pelton.— At  Philadelphia,  Charles  I.  Foulks.  M.D.,  to  Miss 
M.  S.  Douglass. — In  Pomfret,  Conn.,  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Perry  to  Miss  C.  D.  Grosvenor. — At 
Albany,  Mason  F.  Cogswell,  M.D.,  to  MissLydia  Bradford. 


Died, — At  Hartford,  Conn.,  William  James  Barry,  M.D.,  41. — At  New  Orleans,  of  the  prevail- 
ing epidemic,  Dr.  B.  H.  Hall,  formerly  of  Louisville,  Ky.  Also,  at  the  same  place,  and  of  the 
same  disease,  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  a  native  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  late  of  Vicksburg,  Miss. — At 
New  York,  Dr.  J.  A.  Washington. — At  Andover.  Mass.,  Joseph  Kitlredge.  M.D.,  62. — At  South 
Windsor,  Conn.,  Dr.  Elijah  F.  Reed,  80. — In  Mexico, of  the  prevailing  fever,  Assistant  Surgeon 
P.  Benson  Delany ;  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  G.  Bates,  and  Surgeon  John  A.  Kearney, 
all  of  the  U.  S.  Army. — Near  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Andrew  Combe,  brother  of  George  Combe,  and 
well  known  as  a  popular  medical  author. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  18th.  124. — Males.  67 — females,  57  

Stillborn.  4.  Of  consumption,  9 — typhus  fever.  15 — disease  of  the  bowels,  35 — dysentery,  25 — 
cholera  infantum,  2 — marasmus,  2 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — disease  of  the  stomach, 
1 — infantile,  5 — teething  ,  2 — drowned,  2 — child-bed,  1 — croup.  1 — convulsions,  1— erysipelas,  1  — 
old  age.  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — diarrhoea,  12 — lung  fever,  1 — gangrene,! — scarlet  fever,  1 — 
paralysis,  I. 

Under  5  years,  59— between  5  and  20  years,  18— between  20  and  40  years,  24— between  40  and 
60  years,  15 — over  60  years,  13. 
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Pseudo-Doctors. — The  medical  profession  suffers  not  a  little  from  the 
false  assumption,  or  application,  of  the  title  of  doctorship.  It  is  bad  enough, 
in  all  conscience,  to  bear  the  disgrace  inflicted  occasionally  by  some  of  its 
legitimate  members ;  and  to  be  obliged  to  sustain  the  additional  burthen  of 
the  misdeeds  of  those  who  choose  to  style  themselves  Doctors,  or  upon 
whom  the  generous  and  discriminating  public  chooses  to  bestow  the  title, 
is  an  imposition  of  which  we  may  reasonably  complain.  A  short  time 
since,  among  the  newspaper  items  of  the  day  which  circulate  over  the 
whole  country,  it  was  announced  that  a  certain  Doctor  somewhere  in  Michi- 
gan was  arrested  for  the  alleged  crime  of  having  poisoned  his  wife.  Our 
esteemed  contemporary,  the  Annalist,  in  commenting  on  the  circumstance, 
gave  utterance  to  some  eloquent  expressions  of  sorrow  that  the  purity  and 
nobleness  of  our  profession  should  be  sullied  by  such  instances  of  criminal 
conduct  in  any  of  its  members.  Happening  to  be  in  conversation  with  one 
who  resided  in  the  neighborhood  at  the  time,  we  learned  that  the  individual 
referred  to  was  not  a  regular  physician,  but  a  false  pretender.  An  instance 
of  a  similar  character  has  lately  occurred  in  this  city.  A  certain  so  called 
Dr.  Allin  has  been  committed  to  jail  on  the  charge  of  a  horrible  attempt  at 
crime  upon  the  person  of  a  young  girl  thirteen  years  of  age.  Notice  of  it 
will  doubtless  pass  from  paper  to  paper,  and  it  will  be  generally  inferred 
that  the  said  Dr.  Allin  belongs  to  the  Medical  Fraternity  of  this  city.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  fact,  his  only  known  claim  to  the  title  of  Doctor  consist- 
ing in  his  having  opened  a  shop  for  vending  patent  nostrums. — Buffalo 
Medical  Journal. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK.— DEPARTMENT  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  continue  four 
months. 

Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  w  ith  Surgical  and 

Pathological  Anatomy. 
Samuel  H.  Dickson,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
Martvn  Paine,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica. 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John  William  Draper,  M.  [).,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Wm.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.D.,  Prosector  to  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Wm.  Darling,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
The  fees  for  a  full  Course  of  Lectures  amount  to  $105.    The  Student  can  attend  one  or  more  of  the 
Lectures  as  he  may  be  disposed,  and  pay  only  for  those  which  he  attends.    The  fee  for  the  Diploma 
is  $30.    The  Matriculation  fee  is  $5.    The  lee  for  admission  to  the  Dissecting  Rooms  and  Demon- 
strations is  $5. 

The  most  ample  opportunities  for  Clinical  Instruction  will  lie  afforded  to  the  Students  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  the  facilities  for  dissection  will  he  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  materiel  is  abundant  and 
cheap.  The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  open  on  1st  of  October.  The  New  York  Hospital,  15  minutes 
walk  from  the  College  Building,  is  visited  daily  ;  and  the  students  have  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  various  Medical  and  Surgical  diseases  of  that  Institution.  The  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  in  which 
more  than  1,400  patients  are  prescribed  for  annually,  is  open  to  the  students.  The  University  Sur- 
gical Clinique  is  attended  every  Saturday  at  the  College  Buildings  by  Prof.  Mott,  and  the  University 
students  witness  the  various  operations  performed  by  the  Professor.  More  than  600  patients,  affect- 
ed with  every  variety  of  malady,  are  brought  before  the  Class  during  the  session.  The  University 
Lying-in  Charity,  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Bedford,  is  ample  in  its  arrangements.  During  the 
past  five  sessions,  more  than  1,200  cases  of  Midwifery  have  been  attended  by  the  Students  of  the 
University. 

In  addition  to  these  facilities  for  Clinical  oberservation,  there  are  the  various  Dispensaries  and 
Charities  of  the  city,  containing  not  less  than  40,000  patients,  presenting  every  possible  aspect  and 
character  of  disease. 

Excellent  Board  and  Lodging  can  be  had  in  the  vicinity  of  the  College  for  $2,50  to  $3  per  week. 

The  number  of  students  in  attendance  the  last  session  was  413 *,  and  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine was  conferred  on  123. 

N.  B.— Students  on  arriving  in  the  city,  by  calling  at  the  College  Building,  659  Broadway,  and  ask- 
ing for  the  Janitor,  will  be  conducted  to  Boarding-houses. 

Any  farther  information  respecting  the  institution  can  be  had  by  addressing  the  Secretary,  Trof. 
Draper,  659  Broadway.  By  order,  JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  Sfc'ry. 

p.  S  The  Faculty  have  resolved  in  future  to  deliver  a  Preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  during  the 

month  of  October,  commencing  the  first  of  the  month.  Lectures  will,  therefore,  be  given  daily  dur- 
ing the  entire  month  of  October,  without  extra  charge.  The  Lectures  will,  in  no  way,  interfere 
with  the.  integrity  of  the  regular  Winter -session.  The  October  course,  together  with  the  opening 
of  the  Dissecting  Rooms  on  the  1st  of  the  month,  will,  therefore,  present  additional  facilities  to 
those  students,  who  may  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 

New  York,  June  28,  1647.  July  7.--tNov.  1, 
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VETERINARY  MEDICINE  IN  FRANCE. 

[Mention  was  made  in  this  Journal,  a  few  weeks  since,  of  a  work  on 
veterinary  medicine,  which  Dr.  Brooks,  of  this  city,  is  preparing  in 
Paris.  It  is  known  to  some  of  our  readers  that  the  Agricultural  Society 
of  Massachusetts  offered,  a  year  or  two  since,  $400  per  annum,  for  two 
years,  to  any  one  who  would  spend  that  time  in  the  Veterinary  School 
at  Alfort,  in  France,  preparatory  to  teaching  veterinary  medicine  in  Bos- 
ton. Dr.  Brooks,  then  in  Paris,  at  once  offered  himself,  and  has  now 
been  diligently  engaged  a  year  in  that  School,  which  is  so  well  described 
in  the  following  letter.  The  letter  is  copied  from  the  Western  Medical 
Journal,  having  been  addressed  to  Dr.  D.  W.  Yandell,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  now  also  in  France,  and  appears  as  part  of  the  foreign  corres- 
pondence of  that  Journal.] 

The  veterinary  science,  after  many  an  age  of  the  most  unjust  and 
inconceivable  neglect,  has  at  last  received  from  the  French  government 
a  large  portion  of  the  favor  and  honor  to  which  it  is  entitled.  Especial 
colleges  have  been  established  at  Lyons,  Toulouse  and  Alfort,  in  the 
northern,  central  and  southern  points  of  the  kingdom,  whence  numbers 
of  intelligent  young  men,  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  principles  and 
practice  of  the  profession,  and  imbued  with  those  sentiments  of  self-re- 
spect and  independence  which  true  learning  and  unquestioned  value 
never  fail  to  impart,  are  yearly  sent  forth  into  society  to  fulfil,  conscien- 
tiously, their  honorable  and  important  missions. 

The  "  horse  doctor,"  in  the  English  sense  of  the  term,  has  happily 
ceased  to  exist — and  if  the  medicine  of  man  has  not  as  yet  extended  a 
cordial  hand  to  her  younger  sister,  it  is  that  La  Veterinaire  has  hardly 
had  time  to  remove  the  enormous  prejudices  which  ignorance  and  habit 
have  accumulated  against  her,  and  that  a  certain  feeling  of  hereditary 
dislike  still  lingers  between  the  members  of  two  sister  sciences. 

But  the  day  is  at  hand,  I  hope,  when  the  medicine  and  surgery  of  do* 
mestic  animals  shall  be  united,  as  in  times  of  old,  to  that  of  humanity, 
The  great  principles  of  the  healing  art  never  change — their  application 
alone  varies.  There  should  be,  then,  but  one  type  of  medical  schools, 
where  the  universal  laws  of  science  being  imparted  to  all  alike,  their  va- 
rious subdivisions  may  by  natural  aid  be  perfected. 

Claude  Bourgelat  is  a  name  dear,  for  a  thousand  reasons,  to  the  ve- 
terinary science.  He  alone  foresaw  its  future  utility  and  glory— the  ines- 
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timable  advantages  which  it  is  destined  to  render,  and  now  renders,  to 
medicine,  agriculture,  philanthropy — and  only  he  was  gifted  with  the 
energy  and  learning  requisite  to  triumph  over  the  numberless  obstacles 
which  obstructed  his  path.  The  labors  of  Bourgelat  are  almost  incredi- 
ble— naturally  fond  of  the  horse,  he  abandoned,  for  the  sake  of  this  noble 
animal,  a  career  in  which  he  had  just  made  his  debut  with  the  greatest 
credit,  and  gave  himself  wholly  up  to  the  study  of  his  qualities,  mechan- 
ism and  diseases.  He  revised  the  works  of  his  predecessors,  and  ex- 
posed their  many  errors,  and  he  has  left  to  posterity  some  of  the  most 
remarkable  treatises,  upon  nearly  every  branch  of  veterinary  medicine, 
which  have  ever  appeared.  His  opinion  is  still  an  authority,  and  even 
his  faults  bear  the  stamp  of  his  honesty  and  of  his  genius.  The  name 
of  Claude  Bourgelat,  the  founder  of  the  veterinary  colleges  of  France, 
is  as  familiar  to  the  ears  of  the  French  students  as  are  their  own  names, 
and  his  writings  adorn  the  shelves  of  every  well-selected  library. 

But  I  almost  forgot  that  I  had  promised  to  give  you  an  account  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Alfort.  I  will  henceforth  spare  you  all  general 
reflection,  and  confine  myself  to  my  subject. 

Alfort  is,  as  you  know,  a  little  village  situated  upon  the  road  to 
Lyons,  about  six  miles  from  Paris.  The  veterinary  school,  to  which  it 
is  indebted  for  its  celebrity,  contains  upon  an  average  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  students,  of  whom  about  seventy-five  enter  annually,  after 
having  been  previously  subjected  to  a  general,  and,  I  think,  insufficient 
examination.  Diplomas,  authorizing  the  title  of  Veterinary  Physician, 
are  conferred  upon  forty-five  or  fifty;  of  this  number  nearly  one  half  are 
destined  for  the  army — entering  the  several  cavalry  regiments  with  the 
title  of  Under- Veterinary  Assistants,  and  with  a  rank  corresponding  to 
that  of  quartermaster  (Marechal  des  logis). 

The  duration  of  the  studies  is  fixed  at  four  years  ;  examinations  taking 
place  at  the  close  of  each  scholastic  year,  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
student  is  fitted  to  pass  into  a  superior  class,  and  to  enter  upon  its  more 
difficult  pursuits.  Such  as  fail  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  are 
obliged  to  recommence  the  studies  of  the  year  which  has  elapsed,  and 
those  that  fail  twice  in  the  same  examination  (except  in  rare  instances) 
are  dismissed  as  wanting  in  capacity.  As  these  periodical  tests  are 
pretty  severe,  there  is  always  a  certain  number  of  veterans  (as  the  back- 
sliders are  called)  in  the  inferior  classes.  A  student  may  thus,  a  la  rigueur, 
be  compelled  to  pass  eight  consecutive  years  in  the  college,  and  may 
even  then  fail  to  succeed  in  his  final  examination,  and  leave  without  a 
diploma. 

Chemistry  and  physics,  in  their  application  to  veterinary  medicine, 
botany,  pharmacy,  anatomy,  general  and  special  therapeutics,  surgery 
and  hygiene,  are  the  principal  branches  of  science  taught  at  Alfort. 

M.  Eugene  Renault,  the  Director  of  the  institution,  lectures  upon 
Veterinary  Jurisprudence,  an  intimate  knowledge  of  which  is  all-im- 
portant to  the  practitioner.* 


#  lam  about  to  give,  in  a  paper  intended  for  a  northern  Journal,  a  sketch  of  the  laws  now  in  ope- 
ration in  France  touching  the  question  of  soundness. 


Veterinary  Medicine  in  France. 
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The  hospitals  are  spacious  and  well  ventilated ;  they  are  capable  of 
receiving  nearly  one  hundred  patient's,  at  the  moderate  rate  of  fifty  cents 
a-day  each  for  boarding,  medical  advice  and  surgical  operations  being  en- 
tirely gratuitous. 

Operations  are  performed  either  in  the  open  air,  or  in  the  amphitheatre, 
which  is  lighted  from  above,  and  in  other  respects  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose. Their  various  stages,  and  the  accidents  liable  to  attend  them,  are 
thus  advantageously  seen  by  a  large  number  of  students  at  the  same  time. 

Diseases  of  the  feet,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  all  large  cities,  are  very  fre- 
quent at  Alfort ;  and  I  think  that — thanks  to  the  admirable  skill  of  M. 
-  Henri  Bouley* — their  nature  and  treatment  are  better  understood  here  than 
elsewhere. 

Each  member  of  the  superior  classes  has  a  patient  entrusted  to  his 
care,  for  which  he  is  held  responsible,  and  for  the  state  of  which  he  is 
periodically  called  upon  to  account.  There  is  a  stable  especially  des- 
tined for  abandoned  and  incurable  subjects  (chevaux  d' experience),  and 
within  still  another,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  park,  are  confined 
glandered  horses,  and  such  as  are  affected  with  contagious  diseases. 

Vivisections,  on  an  extensive  scale,  are  performed  by  the  students 
during  the  summer  months ;  sixteen  horses  being  sacrificed  for  this  object 
weekly.  Upon  each  animal  are  performed  the  capital  and  minor  opera- 
tions of  veterinary  surgery,  such  as  lithotomy,  extirpation  of  the  fibro- 
eartilages  of  the  ears,  ligature  of  the  carotid  and  other  arteries,  all  opera- 
tions on  the  feet,  venesection  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  extraction  of 
the  teeth,f  &c.  Eight  students  operate  in  turn  upon  each  subject, 
when  this  is  practicable  ;  thus,  about  one  hundred  operations,  of  more  or 
less  importance,  are  performed  upon  each  beast ;  as  you  may  well  ima- 
gine, life  rarely  lingers  to  the  last.  1  have  no  opinion  to  offer  here  upon 
this  system,  authorized  by  the  French  government,  of  torturing  animals 
to  death  by  way  of  recompense  for  the  services  which  they  may  have 
previously  rendered  it.  The  sight  is  far  from  being  a  pleasant  one,  and 
its  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils  cannot,  to  say  the  least,  be  of 
a  very  elevating  nature.  Are  the  advantages  of  the  practice  sufficient 
to  counterbalance  its  cruelties  ?  Have  we  a  right  to  cause  one  creature 
to  suffer  beyond  measure,  for  the  benefit  of  others  of  its  kind — or  for  our 
own  benefit  ?  The  intention  of  these  vivisections  is  in  part  to  habituate 
the  student  to  the  sight  of  blood,  and  to  teach  him  to  be  ever  on  his 
guard  against  unexpected  efforts  of  his  patient. 

The  museum  contains  some  very  interesting  objects,  that  I  have  not 
space  here  to  enumerate.  The  newly-elected  Professor  of  Anatomy,  M. 
Gonbaux,  will  seize,  1  am  sure,  every  opportunity  of  adding  to  its  already 
valuable  collection  of  anatomical  and  pathological  preparations. 

The  dormitories  are  in  a  separate  building,  which  also  contains  the 
refectory  and  kitchens.    Each  chamber  is  occupied  by  six  young  men. 

*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  gentleman  will  ere  long  publish,  what  is  so  much  needed,  a  work  upon 
Practical  Veterinary  Surgery. 

t  This  cruel  operation  is  not,  I  believe,  enjoined  by  the  regulations,  but  I  have  seen  students  ex- 
tract molar  teeth,  en  passant,  for  their  own  satisfaction. 


172 


Veterinary  Medicine  in  France, 


The  bedsteads  are  of  iron  (and  here  I  may  venture  to  suggest  that  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  their  use  is  not  more  general  with  us  than  it  is,  as 
well  for  public  schools  as  in  hospitals).  Each  of  its  occupants  is  in  turn 
bound  to  wash  out  and  keep  clean  the  common  room. 

There  is  a  botanical  garden  attached  to  the  institution,  in  one  portion 
of  which  the  most  useful  medical  plants  are  cultivated,  and  in  another 
those  only  which  are  employed  in  veterinary  pharmacy. 

The  dog  kennels  are  next  to  the  garden  ;  they  are  sufficiently  exten- 
sive and  pretty  well  managed.  The  patients  are  kept  under  shelter  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  and  in  summer  they  are  chained  during  the  day 
time  to  the  walls  of  the  yard,  where  they  receive  the  benefit  of  the  air 
and  sun.  Affections  of  the  skin,  eyes  and  ears,  tetanus,  the  distemper 
and  hydrophobia,  are  among  the  disorders  which  I  have  oftenest  ob- 
served among  the  dogs  at  Alfort.  A  series  of  very  interesting  and  cu- 
rious experiments  were  instituted  last  year,  with  the  view  of  testing  the 
contagion  of  this  latter  disease  from  the  dog  to  other  animals.  1  have 
seen  it  repeatedly  produced  in  the  horse  and  the  sheep.  There  are 
few  subjects  more  important  and  more  interesting  than  this,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  we  shall  have  before  long,  from  the  able  pen  of  M.  Renault, 
the  most  perfect  and  learned  treatise  upon  hydrophobia  (or,  better  still, 
rage)  which  has  ever  yet  appeared. 

There  is  always  a  pig-stye  to  be  seen  at  the  College,  but  it  is  rarely 
occupied  by  the  animals  for  which  it  is  intended.  It  is  quite  deserted 
at  the  moment  in  which  I  write.  No  very  serious  attention  is  paid  to  the 
maladies  of  the  pig,  although  they  are  theoretically  professed  in  the 
course  of  the  session.  The  last  occupants  of  the  stye  were  of  English 
race  crossed  with  that  of  China.  M.  Viborg,  the  director  of  the  Ve- 
terinary College  of  Copenhagen,  has  written  an  excellent  treatise  upon 
the  diseases  of  this  edible  animal. 

In  their  first  year,  the  students  at  the  College  at  Alfort  are  taught  to 
forge,  as  also  to  form  and  apply  shoes  of  various  models  to  the  foot 
of  the  horse.  The  forges  are  constructed  upon  simple  and  effective 
principles.  There  are  six  double  furnaces,  at  which  the  students  work, 
two  at  a  time,  in  alphabetical  order. 

The  dissecting  rooms  are  in  recently-erected  buildings,  of  which  cer- 
tain portions  are  yet  unfinished.  They  consist  of  two  spacious  halls 
lighted  from  either  side,  and  communicating  with  each  through  the  cabi- 
net of  the  professor,  who,  thus,  is  constantly  close  at  hand  with  his  scal- 
pel and  advice.  For  convenience  of  transport,  the  subjects  are  placed 
upon  solid  iron  carriages,  of  a  peculiar  and  convenient  form. 

The  laboratory  is  to  be  removed  at  an  early  period  to  a  new  room  ex- 
pressly arranged  for  it.  Another  large  building  for  the  storing  of  fodder 
is  in  the  course  of  construction. 

A  professor  of  horsemanship  was  formerly  attached  to  the  College,  but 
for  some  reason  or  other  the  study  of  this  accomplishment,  so  useful,  if 
not  essential,  to  the  veterinary  physician,  above  all  if  he  be  destined  for 
the  army,  has  been  suppressed. 

The  drawing  master  has  also  disappeared.    This,  too,  is  to  be  regret- 
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ted,  for  the  art  of  drawing  is  of  inestimable  service  to  the  anatomist  and 
pathologist. 

In  this  short  letter  upon  the  College  at  Alfort,  I  have  not  pretended 
to  broach  any  of  the  numerous  questions  which  at  present  agitate  the 
veterinary  world.  I  have,  perhaps,  written  at  once  too  little  and  too 
much,  but  should  this  superficial  review  fail  to  satisfy  your  interest  and 
curiosity  concerning  the  science,  I  may  attempt,  upon  some  future  occa- 
sion, to  do  higher  justice  to  so  important  a  subject. 

The  veterinary  colleges  of  France  are  the  most  perfect  that  exist ;  let 
us  take  them  for  our  model,  and  seek  to  emancipate  in  the  new  world  a 
noble  science,  that  still  struggles  for  independence  and  justice  in  the  land 
of  our  fathers.  Your  friend, 

Alfort,  June  Sth,  1847.  Edward  Brooks,  Jr. 


ON  THAT  KIND  OF  APHTHA  PECULIAR    TO   FEMALES,  PARTICU- 
LARLY THOSE  IN  THE  PUERPERAL  STATE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

Several  writers  have  published  articles  in  the  Journals  on  aphtha  lactea, 
nursing  sore  mouth,  puerperal  anaemia,  &c. ;  but  standard  authors  are 
silent  on  this  distinct  kind  of  aphtha,  so  far  as  our  acquaintance  with 
medical  literature  permits  us  to  judge,  which  proves  to  us  that  the  com- 
plaint is  of  recent  date,  or  that  it  is  not  very  frequent  in  its  appearance. 
I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  modern  origin,  else  it  would 
have  been  distinctly  noticed  by  those  accurate  writers  who  have  gone 
before  us  ;  and  my  own  experience  teaches  me  that  it  is  on  the  increase, 
for  I  have  seen  more  cases  of  the  complaint  during  the  last  year,  than  1 
did  in  four  times  that  period  previously. 

Canker  is  a  popular  term  in  New  England  for  a  sore  mouth  ;  hence 
the  name  "  nursing  canker,"  which  means  the  same  thing  as  the  techni- 
cal terms  aphtha  laetea,  puerperal  anaemia,  he. 

I  object  to  these  terms,  because  they  are  not  truly  expressive  of  the 
disease,  for  1  am  sure  that  females  who  are  in  the  virgin  state  are  ob- 
noxious to  it,  but  I  willingly  admit  that  they  are  not  so  liable  as  those 
who  are  pregnant,  or  in  a  condition  dependent  on  pregnancy.  But  as 
the  terms  tend  to  error,  by  confining  the  disease  altogether  to  those  who 
nurse,  or  are  in  the  condition  of.  child-bearing,  they  had  better  be  laid 
aside  and  some  more  eligible  name  secured  instead  of  them. 

In  this  disorder,  as  in  chlorosis,  there  is  great  depravity  of  the  blood, 
which  fluid  I  suppose  in  both  diseases  to  be  wanting  in  its  essential  ele- 
ments, the  red  globules  and  the  fibrin.  As  in  chlorosis,  there  is  more 
or  less  functional  disturbance.  But  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal  is  in  a  peculiar  state  of  inflammation  ;  the  mouth  and  fau- 
ces are  covered  with  white  vesicles,  which  after  a  time  scale  off,  leaving 
the  membrane  red  and  glairy.  This  same  condition  exists  sometimes 
on  the  membrane  of  the  vagina  and  rectum,  and  without  doubt  the 
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same  obtains  in  the  stomach  and  intestines.  This  constitutes  the  formida- 
ble disease  under  consideration. 

All  inordinate  secretions  cause  debility  ;  and  the  secretion  of  the 
mammary  glands,  if  too  abundant,  may  be  a  cause  of  nursing  canker. 
Women  at  times  are  obliged  to  wean  their  infants,  which  is  more  effectual 
in  certain  cases  than  medicine.  Amenorrhcea  may  be  productive  of  the 
thrush,  and  all  the  causes  enumerated  in  the  article  on  chlorosis  in  a 
former  No.  of  this  Journal,  are  also  causes  of  the  kind  of  aphtha  peculiar 
to  females.    [Vid.  Journal,  vol.  xxxvii.,  p.  55.] 

The  leading  symptoms  are  anaemic  pallor,  cachectic  oedema,  gastralgia, 
diarrhoea,  neuralgic  pains,  hot  and  dry  skin,  frequent  pulse,  lassitude, 
morbid  or  impoverished  appetite,  emaciation,  vomiting,  indigestion,  he. 
There  is  inflammation  of  the  buccal  and  lingual  mucous  membranes. 
The  parts  are  found  red  or  of  a  pink  color,  the  tongue  white  and  glossy, 
its  edges  and  other  portions  covered  with  white  specks,  or  dry  and  in- 
flamed. So  with  the  fauces.  That  this  is  the  condition  of  the  intesti- 
nal tube,  is  evident  from  the  diarrhoea,  the  irritability  of  the  stomach, 
and  the  tenderness  on  pressure  over  those  regions. 

If  the  complaint  is  suffered  to  run  on  unchecked  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  there  is  danger  of  its  undermining  the  constitution  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  the  mischief  may  become  irreparable  ;  but  before  it  has  made 
such  deep  inroads,  it  generally  yields  to  the  resources  of  our  art,  as 
readily  as  could  be  expected  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  nature 
of  the  disease. 

The  remedial  agents  to  be  employed  are  of  two  classes,  tonics  and 
irritants  ;  but  they  should  not  be  had  recourse  to  until  all  functional  de- 
rangements are  restored. 

Of  the  first  class,  the  ferruginous  preparations,  quinia,  cinchona,  ni- 
trat.  argenti,  and  the  vegetable  bitters,  are  all  useful ;  but  iron  and  qui- 
nine are  the  best. 

Of  the  second  class  (those  remedies  that  I  denominate  irritants)  I  pre- 
fer cantharides,  capsicum,  calomel,  creosote,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
which  last  is  an  irritant  tonic.  The  modus  ojjerandi  of  the  last  medi- 
cines is  explained  upon  the  same  principle  as  that  which  accounts  for  the 
good  effects  of  the  nitrat.  ardent,  in  chronic  conjunctivitis,  which  is  fa- 
miliar to  all  medical  men.  In  aphtha  the  inflammation  is  not  acute,  but 
is  of  such  a  character  that  we  cannot  cure  it  until  we  get  up  a  new  action 
in  the  affected  parts  ;  then  by  instituting  a  tonic  and  soothing  course,  the 
integrity  of  the  system  will  be  restored  and  health  established. 

After  correcting  functional  disturbances,  if  diarrhoea  be  present,  I  give 
a  pill  of  nit.  argent,  three  times  a-day,  and  a  Dover's  powder  at  bed 
time ;  directing,  at  the  same  time,  gum  water  for  drink,  and  bread  and 
water  for  diet.  Under  this  treatment  the  looseness  of  the  bowels  soon 
disappears,  especially  if  a  few  leeches  or  tartar  emetic  ointment  are  ap- 
plied to  the  belly,  a  thing  very  often  necessary  to  do  on  the  principle 
of  counter-irritation,  or  revulsion,  if  the  old  term  is  more  applicable. 

If  there  is  no  diarrhoea,  I  give  the  tincture  of  cantharides  till  the  pro- 
per impression  is  made  upon  the  diseased  membrane.    After  this,  in  both 
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instances,  I  resort  to  tonics.  I  have  administered  tonics  and  irritants  con- 
jointly : — R.  Tine,  ferri  chlo.,  tine,  cantharid.,  aa  §  j.  M.  Dose,  from 
twenty  drops  to  two  teaspoonfuls  three  times  a-day  ;  or  the  tine,  cantha- 
rid. may  be  given  with  Griffith's  mixture,  the  last-named  medicine  being 
one  of  great  value  in  the  complaint.  The  mistura  creosoti,  or  creosote 
mixed  with  mucilago-acaci  in  the  proportions  of  sixteen  drops  of  the 
former  and  an  ounce  of  the  latter,  I  have  used  with  success  in  two  cases. 
The  dose  of  the  last  is  a  teaspoon ful  three  times  a-day  in  sweetened 
water.  Quinia,  as  a  tonic,  is  inferior  to  iron,  but  may  be  resorted  to  in 
some  instances,  especially  where  the  latter  disagrees  with  the  patient's 
constitution  ;  so  with  the  vegetable  bitters,  &lc.  But  no  two  remedies 
have  done  so  well  in  my  hands  as  steel  and  cantharides. 

Mucilages  of  gum  Arabic,  tragacanth  and  flaxseed  tea,  may  be  use- 
fully employed. 

Sedatives,  when  there  is  pain  and  restlessness,  must  be  resorted  to. 
Opium,  morphine  and  hyoscyamus,  are  as  good  as  any  medicines  of 
their  kind. 

Gargles  are  not  of  much  use  (perhaps  hurtful)  till  the  constitutional 
remedies  are  instituted  and  found  to  be  doing  good.  Borax,  alum,  mine- 
ral acids,  tincture  of  myrrh,  &c,  form  excellent  gargles,  to  which  we 
might  add  sul.  zinci,  acid,  tannic,  fcc.  An  ounce  of  spts.  nit.  dul.  satu- 
rated with  tannic  acid,  forms  one  of  the  best  local  applications.  Thismay 
be  applied  to  the  mouth  two  or  three  times  a-day,  or  even  oftener,  by 
means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil,  with  great  relief  to  the  patient ;  or  the 
nit.  argent,  or  sul.  cupri.  may  be  employed  in  strong  solution  or  in  sub- 
stance. I  have  used  a  solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead  as  a  wash,  and 
combined  with  opium  I  have  found  it  a  useful  internal  remedy.  "Ablu- 
tions with  warm  water,  whenever  the  patient's  strength  will  admit  of  it, 
should  precede  the  use  of  gargles."  When  convalescence  is  established, 
a  more  generous  diet  is  advisable,  and  riding,  the  shower  bath,  shampoo- 
ing and  proper  exercise  should  be  used. 

I  am  aware  that  puerperal  women  are  the  most  frequent  subjects  of 
aphtha,  and  I  account  for  it  on  the  ground  that  nursing  has  a  tendency 
to  debilitate  a  constitution  already  infirm  or  predisposed  to  disease  ;  but  I 
am  equally  certain  that  others  are  its  subjects,  and  in  proof  will  give  the 
outlines  of  a  case  that  lately  occurred  in  my  practice. 

Case  I. — Miss  L,  aged  18.  She  had  not  menstruated  regularly  for  the 
last  six  months  previous  to  my  seeing  her,  and  for  the  last  two  months 
she  had  not  been  "  unwell."  Appetite  poor,  pulse  frequent,  diarrhoea 
profuse,  the  affection  of  the  mouth  severe,  countenance  pale,  and  com- 
plains of  great  prostration.  The  tongue  was  of  a  polished  pink  color, 
the  buccal  membrane  lined  with  white  specks,  a  burning  sensation  at  the 
rectum,  and  a  scalding  sensation  was  felt  in  passing  urine.  The  stools 
were  clay-colored,  and  there  was  other  evidence  of  deranged  liver. 

At  first  I  gave  her  a  powder  of  small  quantities  of  capsicum,  acetate 
of  lead  and  Dover's  powder  every  three  hours.  At  bed-time  she  took 
half  a  grain  of  calomel  and  an  eighth  of  a  grain  of  morphia.  After 
six  days  she  took  two  teaspoonsful  of  castor  oil.    Then  I  gave  her  the 
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iron  and  cantharides  for  another  week.  I  then  gave  her  the  myrrh 
mixture,  which  she  continued  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  she  is  now  enjoying 
good  health. 

Calomel  was  employed  here  both  as  an  alterative  and  an  irritant. 
Prof.  Beck  says  that  this  medicine,  given  in  large  doses,  acts  "  as  a 
powerful  sedative"  ;  in  small  doses,  he  says  it  acts  "  as  a  stimulant,  or 
rather  irritant." — (Vid.  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  March  No.  for 
1847,  page  177.) 

Case  11. — Mrs.  C,  aged  about  30,  has  borne  three  children  ;  general 
health  feeble.  Her  mouth  always  some  sore  while  nursing,  but  with  her 
last  child  there  was  more  of  it  than  usual.  She  grew  worse,  and  at 
length  I  was  requested  to  visit  her.  I  found  her  much  emaciated,  pulse 
sharp  and  frequent,  cedematous  condition  of  the  lower  extremities,  some 
looseness  of  the  bowels.  She  complained  of  indigestion,  of  wandering 
pains  of  a  neuralgic  character,  of  prurigo  about  the  labia  pudendi,  and 
there  was  tenderness  when  pressure  was  made  over  the  epigastrium. 

She  took  pills  of  nit.  argent,  and  applied  the  tartar  emetic  ointment  to 
those  parts  where  soreness  was  found  on  pressure.  The  ungt.  hydrarg. 
ammo,  was  applied  to  the  seat  of  the  prurigo.  In  four  days  I  discon- 
tinued the  pills,  and  gave  her  flies  and  iron.    She  improved  rapidly. 

The  worst  case  of  aphtha  that  has  ever  fallen  under  my  notice  occur- 
red last  winter.  The  patient  is  now  in  good  health.  The  usual  reme- 
dies were  employed,  with  leeches  to  the  abdomen.  In  this  case  I  think 
I  obtained  signal  advantage  (the  diarrhoea  was  profuse)  from  pills  of  the 
acetate  of  lead  and  opium.  The  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  saturated  with 
tannic  acid,  proved  an  exceedingly  useful  local  remedy. 

About  four  years  ago  I  attended  a  young  lady  who  had  aphtha.  She 
had  never  menstrated,  and  was  chlorotic.  She  took  the  following  : — R. 
tine,  sanguinari.,  tine.  fer.  chlorid.,  tine,  cantharid.,  aa  §  j.  M.  Dose, 
a  teaspoonful  three  times  a-day.  Detergent  gargles  were  employed,  and 
she  soon  recovered. 

I  have  investigated  this  subject  with  caution,  and  here  give  it  as  my 
opinion  that  not  only  are  women  and  virgins  obnoxious  to  the  disease, 
but  so  are  men.  I  admit  I  have  never  seen  any  well-marked  cases  in 
the  male  sex,  but  my  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  the  disorder  does 
not  permit  me  to  doubt  that  they  may  and  do  occur.  Will  some  one  tell 
me  why  they  cannot  1  Men  have  chlorosis,  why  not  chlorotic  aphtha  ? 
We  know  that  men  are  not  so  liable  to  some  particular  diseases  as  wo- 
men, and  vice  versa  ;  but  this  does  not  controvert  the  assertion  just  made. 

August  27,  1847.  Claudian. 




PSEUDO-EPILEPTIC  AFFECTION  ARISING  FROM   DECAYED  TEETH. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  singular  and  interesting  case  presented  itself  to  my 
notice  a  short  time  since;  and  in  itself  offers  abundant  evidence  (if  any 
were  required)  of  the  necessity,  not,  as  is  contended,  that  a  medical 
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practitioner  should  receive  a  dentistical  education,  but  that  the  dental 
student  should  receive  a  thorough  education  in  all  the  branches  of  anato- 
my, physiology,  &ic.  he.  Such  an  education  is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  surgeon-dentist ;  but  a  theoretical  acquaintance  with  dental  sci- 
ence must  be  entirely  unavailable  to  the  medical  man,  unless  he  have  the 
advantages  of  the  dentist's  daily  practical  observation.  Of  what  value, 
I  would  ask,  would  be  merely  one  course  of  H  anatomy,"  and  the  "  spe- 
cial anatomy  and  pathology  "  of  the  eye,  in  the  work  of  producing  a 
skilful  and  successful  ophthalmic  surgeon?  True,  it  might  earn  for  him 
the  high  sounding  title  of  "  D.O.S.,"  Doctor  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery ; 
but  the  eyes  of  his  patient  would  need  some  other  guarantee  of  their 
safety.  Or,  to  take  another  illustration  : — "  One  course  of  anatomy," 
and  one  course  of  the  "special  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology  "  of 
the  hair,  might  undoubtedly  entitle  the  "artist  in  hair"  to  a  degree 
of  "  D.B.S.,"  Doctor  of  Barbar-ic  Surgery,  so  that  one  could  not  have 
his  head  shampooed  without  being  treated  to  a  pathological  lecture,  as 
"one  of  us  "  "of  course";  but  that  the  operation  would  be  one  whit 
better  performed  than  if  the  artist  could  not  utter  a  word  about  the  capi- 
tis pilus,  and  the  vibrissa,  and  the  oblong  membranous  bulbs — Q.E.D. 
If  it  do  not  excite  the  great  sympathetic  nerve  to  the  exercise  of  the 
risible  faculties,  of  what  use,  then,  is  the  diaphragm  ?  The  truth  has 
been  hit  by  a  popular  writer: — "The  greater  the  inherent  difficulties  of 
medicine  as  a  science,  and  the  more  numerous  the  complications  that 
embarrass  in  its  practice,  the  more  necessary  is  it  that  there  should  be 
minds  of  a  high  order  and  thorough  cultivation  to  unravel  its  mysteries, 
and  to  educe  scientific  order  from  apparently  empirical  confusion." 

Yet  we  are  gravely  told  that  such  a  course  of  mere  lectures  as  is  oc- 
casionally advertised,  ad  captandum  (to  catch  the  gudgeons),  will  turn 
out  a  D.D.S. — a  "  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  " — save  the  mark  ;  say, 
rather,  "Doctor  of  Dental  Stupidity,"  capable  of  scanning  "in  the 
mind's  eye,  Horatio,"  all  the  mysteries  of  human  disease  in  connection 
with  the  vast  field  of  dental  pathology  !  I  did  once  meet  with  such  a 
savan,  who  was  of  course  ferociously  opposed  to  that  "  detestable  com- 
pound," as  he  termed  it,  amalgam  ;  and  who  demanded  of  me,  with  all 
the  innocence  of  the  most  innocent  maiden  that  ever  danced,  frenched, 
and  learned  the  use  of  the  globes  at  a  fashionable  seminary  for  young 
ladies — "  Pray,  Sir,  why  cannot  amalgam  be  formed  without  that  deadly 
poison,  quicksilver?"  When  informed  that  it  was  that  very  combination 
which  made  it  an  amalgam,  and  that  other  combinations  of  metals  form- 
ed alloys,  the  "  doctor "  remarked  that  "  he  did'nt  know  much  about 
them  subjects  1"    So  much  for  the  D.D.S.,  and  this  digression. 

Case. — A  youth,  about  19  years  of  age,  who  had  accompanied  his 
mother  to  my  office  for  dental  advice,  attracted  my  attention  in  conse- 
quence of  a  peculiarly  idiotic  expression  of  countenance,  and  dull,  inani- 
mate stare  of  the  eye.  I  ventured  to  make  some  inquiries  of  the 
mother  in  reference  to  the  lad,  and  she  immediately  entered  into  a  his- 
tory of  his  case.  He  had  been  a  fine  child,  and  grew  up  a  smart,  ac- 
tive boy,  until  about  four  years  since  his  health  became  unaccountably 
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impaired.  He  complained  of  almost  continued  headache,  severe  pains 
in  the  eyes,  darting  thence  into  the  centre  of  the  hrain,  which  he  de- 
scribed as  resembling  the  sensation  of  "  a  hot  spike  burning  and  prick- 
ing him."  These  symptoms  were  accompanied  by  a  stiffness  of  the  cer- 
vical muscles,  pain  in  deglutition,  and  a  numbness  in  the  right  arm,  to- 
gether with  pyrexia  and  a  flushed  countenance.  About  two  years  since 
he  was  first  seized  with  general  convulsions,  which  occurred  every  alter- 
nate day,  sometimes,  however,  on  the  third  day.  These  seizures  were  of 
varying  degrees  of  violence  and  continuance.  Sometimes  they  were  so 
mild  as  to  present  more  the  appearance  of  coma;  at  other  times  the  con- 
tractions and  rigidity  of  the  muscular  system  were  extreme.  The  fits 
always  ended  in  vomiting,  and  were  frequently  followed  by  partial  deaf- 
ness. There  was  always  great  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nares,  from  which  he  was  constantly  pulling  the  hairs. 

The  lad  had  been  subjected  to  medical  treatment  in  the  hospital  of 
Dublin  and  other  cities  in  Ireland.  A  seton  had  been  inserted  in  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  and  an  issue  in  the  arm.  Blisters,  rubefacients,  and 
a  variety  of  topical  remedies,  had  been  employed,  and  all  without  any 
benefbial  results.  The  mother  at  length  despaired  of  his  recovery,  and 
had  resigned  herself  to  the  conviction  that  her  son  "must  die  an  idiot." 

Being  engaged  at  the  time,  I  requested  the  mother  of  the  lad  to  bring 
him  to  my  office  again,  informing  her  that  I  desired  to  investigate  his 
case,  and  that  I  entertained  a  vague  suspicion,  from  the  statement  she 
had  just  made,  that  the  case  came  within  that  class  of  diseases — "  denlo- 
neuralgia  " — in  which  the  presence  of  decayed  teeth  produced  a  variety 
of  alarming  symptoms,  apparently  indicating  derangements  of  the  ner- 
vous system  ;  and  on  which,  I  may  be  here  permitted  to  state,  I  wrote 
a  paper  published  some  months  since  in  the  London  Lancet.  She  ac- 
cordingly again  called  upon  me,  with  her  son,  on  August  1st,  and  inform- 
ed me  that  on  that  very  day  the  lad  had  had  severe  convulsions.  Indeed, 
he  was  still  laboring  under  irritation  of  the  sub-cutaneous  muscular  fibres. 
On  more  attentively  examining  him  than  on  the  occasion  of  his  former  visit, 
I  perceived  that  the  lad  was  of  the  sero-lymphatic  temperament,  and 
much  attenuated  in  his  form.  I  examined  his  mouth,  and  found  that 
he  had  already  V  cut  "  the  two  inferior  dentes  sapiential,  and  that  the 
two  upper  ones  were  partially  through  the  gums — an  unusually  early 
appearance  of  these  teeth,  which  almost  uniformly  present  themselves 
at  a  much  later  period.  Their  evidently  imperfect  organization  had  aid- 
ed the  rapid  progress  of  decay,  and  the  dentes  sapiential  were  now  little 
more  than  a  mass  of  crumbling  matter.  The  molar  teeth  were  all 
more  or  less  decayed,  and  excessively  tender.  With  the  ready  assent 
of  the  mother,  I  extracted  every  decayed  tooth,  amounting  in  all  to  nine, 
including  the  dentes  sapiential,  each  of  the  inferiors  having  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  fangs  an  enormous  abscess,  comprised  in  a  sac  as  large  as 
the  common  field-bean.  On  two  of  the  molar  teeth  similar  abscesses, 
of  smaller  size,  were  discovered.  These  sacs  contained  a  black,  pu- 
trescent, fetid  matter. 

A  few  minutes  after  the  operation,  the  lad  was  seized  with  violent 
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rigors.  A  small  quantity  of  hot  brandy  and  water  revived  him.  I  then 
prescribed  a  wash  for  the  mouth,  and  five  grains  of  the  proto-iodide  of 
mercury  to  be  taken  daily,  with  a  saline  purgative  thrice  a  week. 

September  14th. — Discontinued  the  use  of  medicines.  Ordered  a 
compound  rhubarb  pill  to  be  taken  occasionally.  He  has  not  bad  the 
slightest  symptom  of  a  return  of  the  convulsive  affection  since  the  ope- 
ration on  his  mouth.  His  health  appears  to  be  quite  re-established  ; 
his  appetite  is  good,  and  his  form  begins  to  afford  evidences  of  vigor, 
whilst  his  countenance,  no  longer  clouded  by  an  idiotic  expression,  has- 
assumed  an  aspect  of  health  and  intelligence.  Yours,  he. 

381  Broadway,  New  York,  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 

Sept.  15,  1847.  Surgeon  Dentist. 


BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL —By  an  Assistant  Physician. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

This  Hospital  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world,  yet  at  present  very  lit- 
tle is  known  of  it  out  of  this  city.  Thinking  it  may  be  interesting  to  some 
of  your  readers,  I  send  you  the  following  article,  containing  a  hasty  de- 
scription of  the  Hospital,  and  reports  of  a  few  interesting  cases  that 
have  been  under  my  care  during  the  last  month. 

The  hospital  at  Bellevue  is  also  connected  with  the  Penitentiary  and 
Smallpox  Hospital  at  Blackwell's  Island,  all  of  which  are  at  present  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  D.  M.  Reese,  M.D.,  a  gentleman  well 
known  to  the  profession.  He  is  allowed  by  the  City  Corporation  to  appoint 
eight  Assistant  Physicians,  six  at  Bellevue  and  two  at  Blackwell's  Island. 
Among  these  assistants  the  different  wards  are  divided,  changing  monthly, 
thus  giving  an  opportunity  to  each  for  studying  and  treating  all  manner 
of  diseases. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  hospital  at  Bellevue  about  750  patients, 
of  which  not  more  than  50  are  cases  of  ship  fever,  which  shows  that 
this  disease  is  subsiding  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, we  have  a  patient  brought  in  with  this  disease,  most  of  them  be- 
ing from  Montreal  or  Quebec.  On  the  26th  of  last  May,  there  were 
over  800  patients  in  the  house  ;  309  of  whom  were  suffering  from  ship 
fever.  Cases  of  the  latter  description  were  admitted  at  the  rate  of  60 
to  80  per  day,  so  that  within  a  week  or  two,  notwithstanding  deaths 
and  discharges,  the  number  had  increased  to  1147  in  the  Hospital,  over 
600  of  whom  were  ill  with  the  ship  fever.  The  number  of  deaths  was 
71  in  a  week,  but  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Dr.  Reese,  in  preparing 
well-ventilated  apartments,  regulating  the  diet,  he,  although  the  number 
of  patients  diminished  but  slowly,  the  mortality  rapidly  decreased,  and 
for  the  week  ending  September  11th,  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  dis- 
eases was  but  12. 

At  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island,  there  are  160  pa- 
tients, of  whom  nine  tenths  are  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  Here 
we  have  this  horrible  disease  in  all  its  varieties  and  complications.  In 
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the  smallpox  hospital  there  are  at  present  no  patients.  Each  of  the  As- 
sistants spends  a  month  on  the  island  for  the  study  and  treatment  of 
syphilis  and  smallpox. 

From  August  14th  to  September  14th,  I  have  had  charge  of  the  ly- 
ing-in department  at  Bellevue,  and  the  wards  have  been  unusually  full. 
During  this  time  I  delivered  30  women,  all  of  whom  are  at  present  "  as 
well  as  can  be  expected."  The  presentation  in  all  these  cases  was 
cephalic,  the  only  variety  of  which  was  in  one  instance  where  the  face 
presented.  The  duration  of  the  labors  did  not  exceed  eight  hours  in  but 
two  instances.  The  first  of  these  was  a  girl  aged  16,  who  came  into 
the  ward  Sunday  morning,  August  29th,  about  9  o'clock.  I  was  called, 
and  found  her  having  regular  but  not  frequent  pains.  Made  an  exa- 
mination, and  found  the  os  tineas  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  shilling, 
and  soft.  Left  her  until  afternoon,  when  1  was  summoned  in  haste, 
the  nurse  saying  she  was  in  a  fit.  I  saw  her  directly,  but  not  until  she 
had  come  out  of  it,  and,  from  what  I  could  learn  from  the  attendants, 
was  not  able  to  judge  of  its  nature.  Ordered  cold  applications  to  the 
head,  and  waited  for  symptoms  to  develope  themselves.  She,  however, 
remained  quiet  so  long,  that  I  again  left  her,  until  early  in  the  evening,  when 
I  learned  that  she  had  had  two  more  fits.  She  was  quiet,  with  occa- 
sional twitchings  of  the  lower  extremities,  wringing  of  the  hands,  he. 
Made  an  examination,  and  found  the  os  tineas  a  little  more  dilated,  but 
as  she  had  no  pains  of  any  consequence,  I  again  left  her.  Was  called 
the  next  morning  (30th)  about  6  o'clock.  Found  her  having  frequent, 
severe  pains,  but  not  expulsive.  In  the  mean  time  the  membranes  had 
ruptured,  and  upon  examination  I  found  the  head  presenting  naturally. 
It  appeared  to  be  very  large,  but  as  the  pelvis  was  ample,  I  determined 
to  leave  everything  to  nature,  and  waited  until  2,  P.  M.,  when  the  pains 
grew  stronger  and  more  expulsive.  At  this  time  she  had  two  epileptic 
fits  in  quick  succession,  which  caused  fears  for  both  mother  and  child. 
Gave  a  cathartic,  hoping  to  excite  more  rapid  action  of  the  uterus  by 
irritating  the  rectum  and  relieving  the  spasms.  It  operated  favorably  so 
far  as  the  uterus  was  concerned,  but  the  convulsions  continued  with 
nearly  every  pain,  and  it  became  necessary  to  use  considerable  force  to 
keep  her  on  the  bed.  At  4  o'clock,  the  head  presented  at  the  external 
opening — the  pains  were  strong,  frequent  and  expulsive,  and  at  5  o'clock 
she  was  delivered  of  a  fine  large  boy.  After  waiting  a  few  minutes  I 
proceeded  to  bring  away  the  placenta,  and  succeeded  without  difficulty. 
The  uterus  contracted  well,  and  1  hoped  the  trouble  was  over,  but  in  half 
an  hour  I  was  again  called,  and  found  her  in  violent  convulsions,  par- 
taking of  epilepsia  and  hysteria.  During  these  convulsions  the  flowing 
increased,  but  was  checked  by  cold  applications  and  tight  bandaging. 
I  also  applied  ice  to  the  head,  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  and  directed  her 
attendants  to  give  her  5  ij.  tr.  foetida  every  hour  until  she  became  quiet. 
Saw  her  the  next  morning  (3 1st);  found  her  comfortable,  had  had  no 
more  fits — said  she  remembered  nothing  from  the  time  I  first  examined 
her  until  Tuesday  morning,  when  she  found  her  infant  by  her  side.  She 
is  now  convalescent  and  her  child  perfectly  well. 
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The  only  deviation  from  ordinary  convalescence  was  one  case  of 
secondary  haemorrhage.  The  patient  had  a  severe  protracted  labor,  last- 
ing thirty-six  hours,  in  consequence  of  a  narrow  pelvis.  She  was,  how- 
ever, safely  delivered,  and  appeared  to  be  convalescing  well  until  the 
eighth  day,  when  she  commenced  flowing.  Large  black  clots  were  ex- 
pelled, having  an  extremely  foetid  odor.  In  my  absence  Dr.  Reese  saw 
her  and  prescribed  acetas  plnmbi,  grs.  x.;  opii.grs.  v.  Ft.  pil.  no.  v.  A 
pill  every  half  hour.  Cold  applications  to  the  abdomen  and  vulva.  The 
flowing  continued  twenty-four  hours,  when  I  saw  her  and  prescribed 
3  ij.  inf.  ergot — once  in  twenty  minutes  until  an  effect  was  produced. 
After  taking  it  the  second  time,  the  uterus  contracted  powerfully,  a  large 
clot  was  expelled,  and  the  haemorrhage  ceased.  Prescribed  stimulants, 
&tc,  for  two  days,  and  the  patient  recovered  her  strength  and  is  now  well. 

Next  week  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  a  list  of  interesting  cases  at 
present  under  treatment  in  the  Hospital,  and  some  account  of  post- 
mortem  examinations.  G.  H.  K. 

New  York,  Sept.  16th,  1847. 


MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  DANE  COUNTY",  WISCONSIN. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  taken  up  my  abode  in  Wisconsin,  I  will  attempt  to  give 
you  a  description  of  my  new  locality.  The  village  of  Madison,  which  is 
the  county  seat  of  Dane  County,  as  well  as  the  capital  of  the  Territory,  is 
seventy-five  miles  in  a  direct  line  west  from  Lake  Michigan.  The 
county  is  forty-two  miles  long  from  east  to  west,  and  thirty  from  north  to 
south,  containing  thirty-five  towns  of  six  miles  square.  Thirty-five 
square  miles  are  covered  by  the  waters  of  the  four  lakes.  Madison  is 
situated  between  the  fourth  and  third  lakes,  which  are  three  fourths  of  a 
mile  apart.  The  lakes  are  connected  by  a  small  river  (the  Cat  Fish), 
which  is  one  mile  north  east  from  the  capitol,  in  its  passage  from  the 
fourth  to  the  third  lake.  The  lakes  diminish  in  size  from  the  fourth  to 
the  first.  Within  the  limits  of  the  village,  and  in  all  directions  around 
the  lakes,  are  mounds  of  various  shapes,  and  elevated  from  one  to  eight 
feet.  Some  suppose  they  discover  in  their  shape  the  form  of  animals, 
as  the  buffalo,  elk,  he.  I  think,  however,  that  it  requires  some  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  make  these  discoveries.  Within  some  of  these 
have  been  found  skeletons,  and  a  great  variety  of  Indian  relics.  The 
Wisconsin  River  passes  four  or  five  miles  on  the  north-eastern  border  of 
the  county.  It  was  within  this  county,  on  the  Wisconsin,  that  the  Black 
Hawk  battle  (or  battle  of  the  Wisconsin)  w  as  fought,  between  the  volun- 
teers under  General  (now  Governor)  Dodge  and  the  Indians  under 
Black  Hawk,  on  July  21,  1832. 

The  mineral  region  begins  at  a  point  twenty-five  miles  west  of  here. 
Considerable  lead  has  been  raised  from  a  mine,  near  the  blue  mound,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county.  The  face  of  the  country  is  slightly  un- 
dulating.   Marshes  and  hills  are  interspersed  in  some  portions  of  the 
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county.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  is  prairie  ;  the  remainder  is  thin, 
oak  openings  or  barrens,  with  one  exception.  In  our  midst  is  a  strik- 
ing illustration  of  the  fact  that  fire  is  the  origin  of  prairies.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  winds,  at  the  season  of  prairie  burning,  are  mostly 
southerly  and  westerly.  Consequently,  timber  is  almost  uniformly  found 
on  the  north  side  of  streams  or  bodies  of  water  of  considerable  size. 
There  are  a  considerable  number  of  illustrations  of  this  within  thirty 
miles  of  here.  One,  and  the  most  conclusive,  is  in  sight  of  our  village. 
On  the  north-east  shore  of  the  fourth  lake  is  the  only  heavy  timber  in 
central  Wisconsin.  This  is  embraced  by  two  streams  running  into  the 
lake,  from  the  north-east  and  north,  in  such  a  way  that  fire  would  not 
be  carried  between  them,  except  by  north  winds,  which  seldom  if  ever 
occur  at  the  season  of  prairie  burning. 

I  am  induced  to  make  these  suggestions  from  the  fact  that  very  dis- 
cordant opinions  exist  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  prairies.  A  writer  in 
one  of  the  early  Nos.  of  Silliman's  Journal,  is  of  the  opinion  that  water 
is  the  cause  of  their  existence.  That  this  may  be  the  case  in  some 
places,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  in  some  locations  in  northern  Ohio  ;  but 
such  cannot  be  the  case  in  Wisconsin.  Some  of  our  prairies  are  as  un- 
dulating as  any  portions  of  the  country.  Even  hills  of  considerable 
elevation  exist  on  them  in  this  Territory.  I  have  never  seen  a  level 
prairie  in  Wisconsin.  And  in  the  midst  of  prairies  of  considerable  ex- 
tent, when  cultivation  has  been  practised  sufficiently  to  prevent  the  rava- 
ges of  fire  for  a  few  years,  the  face  of  the  country  is  uniformly  covered 
with  shrubs  of  various  sizes,  according  to  the  time  it  has  been  kept 
from  the  ravages  of  fire.  Some  of  these  groves,  of  considerable  extent, 
have  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  by  one  burning,  as  to  extinguish  the 
evidence  of  their  former  existence. 

I  will  endeavor  to  collect  facts  and  give  you  a  description  of  the  forms 
and  peculiarities  of  disease,  incident  to  this  location,  at  some  future  time. 

Madison,  Wisconsin,  Sept.  8,  1847.  C.  B.  Chapman,  M.D. 


TOBACCO-ANTISPASMODIC 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Miss  S.  P.,  of  Springfield,  Vt.,  aged  20,  of  full  habit,  but  of  a  ner- 
vous sanguine  temperament,  was  seized,  while  away  from  home,  and 
at  a  distance  from  her  family,  with  an  ill  attack,  the  exact  history  of 
which  could  not  be  fully  ascertained.  When  she  came  under  my  care 
she  was  suffering  from  a  good  deal  of  derangement  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans and  nervous  irritability,  attended  with  frequent  "  fits,"  which  had 
continued  for  months,  producing  a  great  amount  of  suffering.  The 
lower  portion  of  the  spine  was  very  tender  to  the  touch,  as  well  as  the 
whole  hip  and  thigh  ;  but  what  was  peculiar  in  the  case,  and  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  particular  attention,  was  a  permanent  contraction  of  the 
muscles  originating  upon  the  right  side  of  the  pelvis — the  foot  being 
drawn  up  to  the  thigh,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  with  the  soft  parts  pre- 
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senting  such  an  appearance  as  to  lead  to  a  suspicion  that  there  was  dis- 
location— indeed,  such  was  the  opinion  of  one  physician  who  saw  it.  A 
sudden  tyring  of  the  cat  was  sufficient  to  throw  the  patient  into  violent 
•o-ivulsions.  Most  of  the  usual  remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain  to  re- 
lieve  her ;  local  bloodletting,  counter-irritation,  the  warm  bath,  antispas- 
lics,  he.  he.  The  following  afforded  much  relief: — Gm,  assafoetida, 
camphor,  aa  §  ss. ;  ext.  belladonna,  B'w.  ;  gm.  opii,  £ij.  Ft. 
pills  120 — :One  three  time  a-day  or  oftener. 

Notwithstanding  all  our  efforts,  our  patient  still  lay  in  this  helpless, 
suffering  condition.  After  the  lapse  of  some  months,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Dr.  Twitchell,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  I  commenced  the  use  of  tobacco, 
resolved  to  give  it  a  thorough  trial.  The  unguent  and  infusion  made  from 
the  domestic  article  were  first  tried,  but  without  producing  much  effect 
upon  the  patient ;  next  smoking,  and  finally  cheiving.  It  was  an  easy 
matter  to  bring  on  convulsions  arising  from  the  application  of  these 
remedies,  but  the  spasms,  permanent  and  transient,  were  still  unsubdued. 

Not  yet  losing  my  confidence  in  the  remedy,  if  a  sufficient  impression 
could  be  made  upon  the  system,  and  following  the  course  of  the  old  man 
that  dealt  with  the,  "  rude  boy"  in  the  apple  tree,  who  finding  that 
gentle  means  (tufts  of  grass)  would  not  do,  tried  the  "  virtue  "  of  more, 
efficient  ones,  I  prepared  an  enema  of  the  same  article.  The  usual 
relaxation  &c,  was  quickly  produced,  and  the  "crooked  made  straight." 
In  an  hour  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  patient  walk  across  the 
room  with  a  little  assistance.  The  next  day  there  was  some  tendency 
in  the  muscles  again  to  contract,  but  one  repetition  of  this  remedy,  with 
the  addition  of  a  blister  to  the  sacrum,  frequently  dressed  with  the  infu- 
sion, speedily  finished  the  work,  and  I  frequently  meet  my  patient,  now, 
upon  the  walk,  on  her  way  to  the  shop,  apparently  well. 

My  object,  in  detailing  this  case,  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
profession  more  generally  to  the  use  of  this  article,  especially  as  an 
antispasmodic  and  narcotic,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  in  tetanus,  &,c.  I 
have  some  other  cases  that  I  may  give  you,  equally  proving  its  value. 
Springfield,  Vt.,  Sept.,  1847.  H.  D.  Ranney. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   SEPTEMBER   2  9,   184  7. 


Medical  Lectures  in  Boston. — With  the  elegant  and  convenient  arrange- 
merits  in  the  new  Medical  College  in  Grove  street,  and  the  distinguished 
qualifications  of  the  faculty,  the  prospects  of  the  Boston  School  are  flatter- 
ing. Students  cannot  be  better  taught  in  the  United  States,  than  in  the 
city  of  Boston  ;  and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  we  aver  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  is  not  surpassed  by  any  institution  of  the  kind  in 
untry.    In  connection  with  these,  are  the  various  infirmaries,  private 
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systems  of  instruction,  charities,  &c,  in  all  of  which  something  is  to  be 
gathered  of  lasting  importance  to  those  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine. 
All  these  advantages — and  they  are  certainly  numerous,  and  of  a  high 
order — lead  us  to  anticipate  a  large  class  for  matriculation  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November. 


Modern  Practice  of  Midwifery. — No  subject  is  neglected  in  these  days 
of  agitation,  which  promises  to  produce  a  remunerating  degree  of  excite- 
ment when  presented  to  the  open  ear  of  the  great  irresponsible  public. 
Men  and  women,  of  all  dimensions  of  mental  calibre,  traverse  the  country, 
from  Georgia  to  Maine,  crying  out  that  the  health  and  happiness  of  the 
nation  are  in  peril,  and  nothing  can  save  it  from  perdition  but  a  ready  com- 
pliance with  the  suggestions  these  birds  of  evil  omen  are  making  in  their 
flight  through  the  land.  We  are  wholly  over-stocked  in  New  England 
with  anti-isms  of  every  possible  shade  and  texture,  from  the  advocates  of 
bran  pudding,  to  the  believers  in  anti-man-midwifery.  Nothing  escapes 
the  rabid  itinerant  lecturers  on  the  great  and  never  ending  topic  of  moral 
and  physiological  reform,  by  which  a  penny  can  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of 
those  gullible  converts  to  the  last  new  doctrine,  who  pass  their  lives  in 
listening  to  propositions  for  indispensable  reforms. 

These  reflections  were  called  up  by  the  energetic  displays  of  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Gregory,  who  has  been  discoursing  in  Boston  on  the  horrible 
depravity  of  employing  physicians  in  obstetrical  practice.  We  heard  a 
part  of  one  of  his  discourses,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a 
scheme  well  calculated  for  pandering  to  a  corrupt  curiosity,  and  which  gave 
opportunity  for  saying  things  that  would  be  called  abominable  under  any 
other  circumstances.  While  denouncing,  in  unmeasured  strains,  the  evil 
tendencies  of  having  male  instead  of  female  accoucheurs,  allusions  were 
made  and  intimations  given,  altogether  unchaste,  and,  from  their  nature, 
calculated  to  beget  a  pruriency  of  thought  at  once  at  variance  with  proprie- 
ty, and  at  war  with  the  first  principles  of  virtue.  Such  lectures  deserve 
the  decided  condemnation  of  all  well  wishers  to  the  community  ;  and  we 
trust  that  wherever  they  may  be  attempted  to  be  given  hereafter,  the 
marked  disapprobation  of  the  leading  members  of  the  community  may 
frown  upon  the  attempt. 

The  lecture  which  we  attended,  wTas  publicly  announced  to  be  for  mar- 
ried men.  This  was  another  contrivance,  under  the  semblance  of  extreme 
delicacy,  to  gather  a  crowd.  There  were  young  men  present  who  were 
not  old  enough  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  married  life,  besides 
numbers  who  would  not  if  they  could.  Dr.  Beech,  the  be-medalled  au- 
thor of  a  certain  book  intimating  great  reformations  that  were  never  ac- 
complished, nor  ever  will  be,  through  his  instrumentality,  was  frequently 
on  the  lecturer's  tongue.  The  mere  quotation  of  such  authority  was  quite 
enough  to  settle  the  point  in  regard  to  his  own  deserts.  How  preposterous 
the  idea,  that  the  whole  system  of  obstetric  medicine  can  be  changed  by 
a  youngster  who  has  neither  knowledge  nor  experience  in  the  matter,  by  a 
perpetual  repetition  of  sickening  details  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  neces- 
sarily pursued  in  child-birth,  and  that  gathered  from  books  and  the  obser- 
vations of  the  leaky  vessels  with  whom  he  may  have  held  converse. 
Jackall-like,  there  is  a  woman  in  his  wake,  who  lectures  silly  women, 
as  he  does  the  stupid  of  the  other  sex — -so  that  between  them  both,  a 
flourishing  business  is  conducted.    We  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  have 
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any  improvements,  in  this  kind  of  practice,  and  under  no  circumstances 
would  we  object  to  multiplying  proper  female  midwifes,  but  strongly  ob- 
ject to  the  moral  degradation  of  having  the  claims  and  usefulness  of  a 
branch  of  medicine  of  the  highest  importance  to  mankind,  abused  and 
misrepresented  by  one  who  ought  at  least  to  u  tarry  at  Jericho  till  his 
beard  is  grown." 


Proper  Mode  of  Administering  Sulphuric  Ether. — We  are  indebted  to 
the  author,  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  for  a  beautifully-printed  little  treatise, 
dedicated  to  the  surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  "  On  the 
Proper  Mode  of  Administering  the  Sulphuric  Ether  by  Inhalation."  Dr. 
M.j  it  is  well  known,  is  intimately  identified  with  the  discovery  of  this 
new  agent  in  surgery.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  labor  for  us  to  comment 
upon  a  subject  that  has  received  such  universal  attention  of  late,  and  it  is 
therefore  only  necessary  to  observe  that  the  object  of  this  publication  is  to 
guide  those  who  wish  to  act  understandingly  in  using  the  ether,  and  par- 
ticularly such  as  have  had  neither  experience  nor  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing the  process.  This  book  makes  the  matter  perfectly  clear,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  misapprehension  in  regard  to  any  essential  point. 


Dental  Ingenuity. — An  Irishman,  having  the  misfortune  to  be  exceed- 
ingly mutilated  by  an  ulcerating  disease,  which  made  sad  havoc  with  the 
alveolar  arch  on  the  upper  jaw,  carrying  away  the  incisors,  and  extending 
to  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  through  which  an  opening  was  made  into  the 
nasal  cavities,  has  been  happily  relieved  by  one  of  the  ingenious  dentists 
of  Boston,  so  that  he  is  a  passable-looking  man,  and  eats  and  drinks,  through 
the  mechanical  appliances  of  the  operator,  much  as  he  did  before  the  parts 
were  invaded  by  a  cruel  malady.  Having  examined  the  case,  and  being 
satisfied  that  the  extraordinary  mechanical  skill  in  remedying  such  a  for- 
midable lesion  of  essential  organs,  is  deserving  of  honorable  mention,  we 
do  it  with  feelings  of  gratification — hoping  that  the  public  may  appreciate 
and  encourage  the  dental  artist,  Mr.  John  Gunn,  corner  of  Sudbury  and 
Court  streets,  who  has  achieved  so  much. 

Although  there  are  about  seventy  operating  dentists  in  Boston,  and  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  the  whole  of  them  could  sustain  themselves 
by  their  professional  exertions,  we  are  assured  that  most  of  them  have 
full  employment,  and  flattering  pecuniary  prospects.  Competition  leads  to 
excellence  in  every  department  of  civilized  life;  and  it  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  gratifying  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  to  know  that  the  reputation  of 
many  of  the  dentists  of  the  city  is  sufficiently  extensive  to  bring  patients 
from  great  distances;  and  thus  while  they,  as  a  body,  are  thriving,  they 
are  benefiting  the  community,  and  are  constantly  improving  in  the  manu- 
facture of  teeth,  gold  work,  and  those  manipulations  which  give  character 
and  value  to  their  intricate  and  often  complicated  operations. 


University  of  Buffalo. — From  the  circular  it  appears  that  the  annual 
medical  lecture  term  does  not  open  at  Buffalo  till  the  last  Wednesday  in 
February.  Without  knowing  the  reasons  for  deferring  the  period  so  late, 
it  strikes  us  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to  commence  in  December. 
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Anatomy  cannot  be  pursued  with  advantage  in  the  spring;  besides,  the 
city  is  approachable  in  autumn  from  the  lake,  which  in  February  is  locked 
up  by  ice,  and  students  cannot  then  wend  their  way  there,  economically, 
from  the  far  west.  Buffalo  is  assuming  a  degree  of  commercial  importance 
that  warrants  the  belief  that  the  Trustees  would  be  justified  in  commenc- 
ing the  course  of  medical  instruction  in  the  autumn. 


Meeting  of  Scientific  Men. — The  American  Geological  Society  was  in 
session  in  Boston  last  week,  at  the  Marlboro'  Chapel.  There  was  a  strong 
representation  of  the  science  of  the  country  present.  It  was  noticeable 
that  quite  a  number,  if  not  a  majority,  of  the  Society  hailed  from  the  medi- 
cal profession. 

The  true  way  of  keeping  up  an  interest  in  any  branch  of  natural  science 
is  to  bring  those  together  frequently  who  are  devoted  to  such  pursuits.  It 
is  only  by  comparing  labors  and  freely  interchanging  thoughts,  that  pro- 
gress can  be  made  in  elevated  branches  of  knowledge.  Medical  gentle- 
men in  the  United  States,  by  the  organization  of  the  late  National  Asso- 
ciation, exhibited  a  disposition  to  profit  by  the  history  and  suggestions  of 
other  learned  bodies. 


Hospital  Practice. — Readers  are  referred  to  the  article,  in  to-day's  Journal, 
on  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  which  is  a  pattern  paper  with  respect  to  giving 
a  bird's-eye  view  of  what  is  transpiring  in  such  an  institution.  We  tender 
our  special  thanks  to  the  writer,  and  trust  he  will  find  time  to  continue  his 
reports  ;  and  we  venture  to  hope  that  others,  engaged  in  official  medical 
pursuits,  in  other  hospitals,  will  favor  us  with  similar  communications. 


Medico-Botanical  Poetry. — A  poetaster  has  addressed  the  lobelia  institu- 
tion at  Cincinnati,  in  a  string  of  rhymes  that  are  about  as  bad  to  take  as 
No.  6,  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the  College.  An  amusing  charac- 
teristic of  the  composition,  is  the  author's  prejudice  against  those  who  know 
more  than  the  steam  idols  of  his  adoration.  Speaking  of  the  old  Trol- 
lope  Bazar,  he  exclaims  : — 

"  May  it  prosper,  and  flourish  forever, 
And  carry  all  truth  in  its  wake. 
Itself  it  from  error  did  sever  : 
And  used  up  old  Dr.  D.  Drake." 


Sickness  of  the  Sioux  Indians. — Those  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's  River,  where  it  joins  the  upper  Mississippi, 
are  represented  to  be  at  this  moment  suffering  dreadfully  from  sickness, 
brought  on,  in  a  great  measure,  by  a  want  of  proper  food.  "  The  Govern- 
ment ordered  their  annuities  to  be  stopped,  because  a  few  of  their  number 
were  engaged  in  the  late  Winnebago  massacre,  and  no  provisions  having 
been  issued  to  these  poor  creatures,  they  have  been  obliged  to  subsist  on 
roots  and  green  corn.  The  consequence  is  that  cholera  morbus  has  carried 
off  sixty  or  seventy  within  a  month  past,  and  many  more  are  still  sick  unto 
death."  We  have  visited  these  Indians,  both  at  St.  Peters  and  in  some  of 
their  large  towns,  and  were  convinced  that  they  were  deteriorating  rapidly, 
and  that  the  tribe  would  be  extinct  in  less  than  half  a  century.    There  are 
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so  many  causes  operating  at  the  same  time  against  them,  that  the  fostering 
care  of  Government  cannot  stay  the  tendency  to  decay,  and,  eventually, 
their  utter  extinction  as  a  people. 


Results  of  the  Abuse  of  Vinegar. — Landerer  observed  in  a  wet-nurse 
who  had  been  in  the  hubit  of  drinking  large  quantities  of  the  acetum  rosa- 
rum,  that  the  milk  became  impoverished,  that  it  was  of  a  specific  gravity 
of  1.002,  bluish-colored,  transparent,  had  a  strongly  acid  taste,  and  a  well- 
marked  odor  of  acetic  acid.  On  analysis  he  found  it  to  be  deficient  in 
casein  and  butter.  The  child  gradually  drooped,  had  diarrhoea,  and  finally 
died  of  marasmus.  The  woman  herself,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
became  pale,  sickly,  lost  flesh,  and  suffered  from  chronic  haemorrhage." — 
Medical  Gazette,  from  Heller's  Archil). 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  catalogue  and  annual  announcement  of  lectures 
at  the  Columbus  Medical  College,  Ohio,  is  circulating.  The  lectures  will 
commence  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  under  flattering  auspices. — 
Paris  journals  of  the  10th  of  August  announce  the  sale,  on  that  day, 
among  the  effects  of  Lisfranc,  the  late  eminent  surgeon,  of  several  articles 
of  household  furniture  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and 
the  Empress  Josephine.  They  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  illustrious 
surgeon,  in  payment  of  services  rendered  by  him  to  these  distinguished  per- 
sonages.— The  Southern  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  for  Septem- 
ber, has  an  able  article  by  Dr.  Wurdemann,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the 
climate  of  Florida  and  the  West  Indies. — Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Deer 
Island,  Me. — Dr.  D.  C.  McLeod  has  taken  charge  as  surgeon  of  the  Pen- 
sacola  Navy  Yard,  in  place  of  Dr.  Spotswood,  relieved. — Accounts  are 
continually  coming,  through  the  press,  of  the  great  number  of  deaths  at 
New  Orleans,  by  yellow  fever,  which  has  also  exhibited  itself  at  several 
other  places. 


To  Cor  respondents. — The  papers  of  Drs.  Dwight  and    A.  B."  have  been  received. 


Married, — At  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Charles  E.  Buckingham,  M.D.,  to  Miss  M.  E.  Marshall. — 
At  Lowell,  Mass.,  N.  Smith.  M.D.,  of  Groton,  to  Miss  Maria  A.  Brown— Dr.  George  Faulkner, 
of  West  Roxburv,  to  Miss  M.  A.  Spaulding.— Dr.  John  W.  Bulkley,  of  Brooklyn,  N  Y.,  to  Miss 
M.  Mason.— At  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y,  Dr.  E.  R.  Mackey,  of  Gloversville,  Fulton  Co.,  to 
Miss  Ann  Jane  Baldwin,  of  Conesville. 


Died, — At  Salmadina,  Mexico,  Dr.  Charles  Jarvis  Rates,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A., 
of  Boston,  35.— At  West  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  William  P.  Wilson.  M.D..  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
during  the  Florida  campaign. — At  Montreal,  Dr.  Bernard  M'Gall.  aged  45. — At  Toronto,  Geo.  R. 
Grosett,  M.D.,  principal  physician  of  the  Emigrant  Hospital  at  Toronto. — At  Vercheres,  Canada, 
Alfred  Malhiot,  M.D. — At  Tampico,  Dr.  Hawkins,  of  Baltimore. — At  Manchester,  England,  John 
Walker,  Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  Eye  Hospital,  and  author  of  the  Oculist's  Vade  Mecum. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  25ih,  107  Males.  56 — females,  51. — 

Of  consumption,  7 — typhus  fever.  10 — disease  of  the  bowels,  26 — dysentery,  23 — diarrhoea, 
10 — cholera  infantum,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  lever,  3 — cancer.  1 — canker.  3 — disease  of  the 
kidneys.  2 — old  age.  2 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  3  — accidental,  3 — child-bed,  3 — convul- 
sions, 2 — intemperance,  2 — apoplexy,  1 — scald,  1 — infantile,  2 — smallpox,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 
— delirium  tremens,  f< — unknown.  1. 

Under  5  years,  41 — between  5  and  20  years,  12— between  20  and  40  years,  23— between  40  and 
60  years,  17 — over  60  years,  11. 
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Use  of  Ice  in  Bowel  Complaints. — Our  experience  in  this  endemic  has 
been  most  emphatically  in  favor  of  ice,  which  has  been  allowed  to  our  pa- 
tients in  every  instance  where  it  was  desired.  We  have  lately  noticed  in 
the  journals  a  recommendation  of  ice  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery.  In 
the  Transylvania  Journal  (vol.  ix.,  p.  240),  we  reported  some  cases  of  that 
disease,  in  which  ice  and  effervescing  draughts  produced  the  happiest  effects, 
and,  ever  since,  our  practice  has  been  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  our  patients 
for  ice  and  iced  drinks,  in  all  forms  of  gastric  and  intestinal  disease.  Dur- 
ing the  excessively  hot  weather  of  the  present  season  we  have  repeatedly 
witnessed  the  most  pleasing  results  from  this  practice,  both  in  children  and 
adults.  Called  to  a  patient  troubled  with  sick  stomach,  before  giving  any 
medicine,  our  invariable  rule  has  been  to  prescribe  ice,  until  the  gastric 
symptoms  were  relieved,  and  not  a  case  has  yet  come  under  our  notice  in 
which  it  failed  to  afford  marked  and  almost  immediate  relief.  Thus  pre- 
mised, a  few  doses  of  calomel  have  been  found  sufficient  in  most  instances 
to  relieve  the  complaint.  Quinine,  of  course,  is  prescribed  when  the  case 
exhibits  a  periodic  character. —  Western  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 


Creosote  a  remedy  for  Vomiting. — As  vomiting  is  apt  to  be  a  trouble- 
some symptom  in  the  diseases  of  the  summer,  season,  we  would  invite  the 
attention  of  our  professional  brethren  to  the  above  remedy.  We  have  em- 
ployed it  very  considerably  in  our  practice  for  the  last  three  years,  and  in 
a  large  proportion  of  cases,  proceeding  from  gastric  irritation,  both  in  chil- 
dren and  adults,  it  has  had  an  efficacy  so  immediate  and  complete,  as  almost 
to  entitle  it  to  be  considered  a  specific.  We  recommend  it  in  cholera  in- 
fantum, and  in  common  cholera  morbus,  in  so  far  as  vomiting  is  an  element 
in  these  affections — and,  indeed,  in  all  cases  of  vomiting,  not  involving  gas- 
tric inflammation — confident  that  it  will  be  found  an  invaluable  remedy. 

The  following  is  our  method  of  prescribing  it  for  adults,  and  for  children 
over  two  years  of  age.  For  children  under  two  years,  we  generally  dimi- 
nish the  quantity  of  creosote  one  half: — Creosote  gtt.  viii.  ;  P.  Sacch.  alb. 
3i.  ;  Spts.  Lav.  comp.  3  ii-  ;  Aquae  Pur.  3vi.  ; — f.  Mist.  A  teaspoonful 
to  be  administered  directly  after  each  act  of  vomiting.  In  a  good  propor- 
tion of  cases,  one  dose  only  is  requisite. — Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  September  29,  1847,  and  continue 
sixteen  weeks. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Eli  Ives,  M.I).,  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic. 

Jonathan  Knight,  M.D.,  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D.,  on  Obstetrics. 

Charles  Hooker,  M.D.,  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Henry  Bronson,  M.D.,  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
Lecture  Fees,  $68,  50.    Matriculation,  $5.    Graduation,  $15. 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
New  Haven,  June,  1847.  July  7— eoptL 


BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY— Session  1847-8. 
The  Annual  Lectures  in  this  Institution  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  end  the 
latter  part  of  February.  w 
Chapin  A.  Harris,  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 
Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr.  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  R.  Handy,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Amos  Westcott,  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Operative  and  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
Cyreneus  O.  Cone,  D.D.S.  Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  College  is  furnished  with  every  facility  for  a  thorough  Practical  as  well  as  Theoretical  Educa- 
tion.   Each  student  is  required  to  devote  from  4  to  6  hours  of  every  day  in  the  Mechanical  and  Sur- 
gical Departments.  W.  R.  HANDY,  Dean. 
Baltimore,  Aug.  20,  1847.                            Sept.  I.— ewtNov.  1. 
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DR.  DICK'S  ALPHABETICAL   NOTICES  OF  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED 
WITH  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued  from  page  1 1 5.] 

Digestion. — This  comprehensive  subject  we  do  not  propose  making  a 
separate  notice  of,  as  many  of  the  particulars  connected  with  it  are 
discussed  in  the  course  of  these  papers.  It  is.  moreover,  to  be  observed, 
that  both  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  digestion  are  yet  far  from 
being  accurately  understood,  physiologists  and  chemists  varying  almost 
daily  in  their  views  and  their  supposed  facts,  and  perpetually  question- 
ing or  qualifying  each  other's  conclusions.  The  endless  coinage,  too, 
ot  novel  and  obscure  names  for  alleged  new  substances  and  processes — 
the  almost  infinite  additions  of  new  physiological  principles  and  products, 
said  to  be  discovered  in  the  secretions  and  the  constituents  of  the  solids 
and  fluids — are  so  confusing,  so  unintelligible,  and,  not  unfrequently,  so 
seemingly  incoherent  with  all  our  past  and  established  observations,  as 
to  render  impracticable  and  useless  the  task  of  attempting  any  sketch, 
which  could  be  justly  named  a  true  one,  of  existing  and  received  doctrines 
of  the  physiology  of  digestion.  We  would  only  here  venture  to  remark,  that 
we  have  but  to  examine,  even  cursorily,  the  violent,  destructive,  and 
complex  chemical  processes  by  which  many  asserted  new  physiological 
principles  have  been  of  late  supposed  to  be  discovered,  to  wonder  that 
they  were  ever  announced  on  the  one  hand,  and  received  on  the  other, 
as  scientific  discoveries. 

WTe  have  only  further  to  remark,  that  in  the  Lancet  for  April 
3d,  of  this  year,  we  hazarded  the  conjecture  that  lactic  acid  might 
be  ultimately  found  a  physiological  one.  In  a  publication  of  the  date 
oi  June  1st,  of  this  year,  M.  Liebig  appears  to  adopt  the  same  view, 
which,  however,  he  had  formerly  questioned  ;  and  now,  strange  to  say, 
he  doubts  whether  the  hydrochloric  should  be  regarded  as  a  physiologi- 
cal acid,  though  he  formerly  recognized  it  as  such~! — so  that  M.  Liebig 
must  allow  to  be  applied  to  him  (after  a  slight  alteration)  the  words  of 
the  Latin  poet : — 

'•  A os  mutamus,  atque  res  mutantur  cum  nobis  "  ! 

Dysentery. — This  disease  consists  of  ulcerative  inflammation  of  the 
glands  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon  and  rectum  j  sometimes,  also, 
10 
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of  the  ileum.  This  inflammation  is  attended  with  pyrexia,  more  or  less 
violent ;  or  with  fever,  sthenic,  malignant,  or  asthenic.  Tormina,  tenes- 
mus, and  stools  more  or  less  sanguinolent,  characterize  this  affection. 

These  are  the  principal  features  of  a  disease  which  has  every  degree  of 
severity  and  rapidity.  Sometimes  it  differs  little  from  a  severe  diarrhoea, 
with  a  few  bloody  streaks  in  the  evacuations  ;  at  other  times,  the  enteric 
morbid  action  passes  through  the  stages  of  inflammation,  ulceration  and 
gangrene,  with  frightful  and  uncontrollable  speed. 

The  inflammatory  action  of  dysentery  is  of  a  specific  nature,  as,  in- 
deed, every  morbid  process  is  to  be  considered  which  is  capable  of  pro- 
pagation by  contagion  or  infection. 

The  causes  of  dysentery,  like  its  species,  seem  to  be  various — often 
compound — several  conditions  or  circumstances,  subjective  and  objective 
as  regards  the  patient,  concurring  to  occasion  the  malady :  such  as  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  states  of  temperature,  qualities  of  the  soil;  such  as 
moist  emanations,  bad  food,  bad  water,  &ic.  The  treatment  is,  in  some 
respects,  not  less  various  and  complex  than  is  often  the  character  of  the 
disease.  Hence,  it  is  my  intention  to  avoid  the  example  of  some  writers, 
who  have  both  attempted  (unnecessarily  it  appears  to  us)  to  give  a  full 
history  of  every  conceivable  variety  and  shade  of  the  disease,  and  also 
to  lay  down  the  treatment  for  every  such  minute  difference  and  degree 
of  it — a  task,  useless  even  were  it  possible,  since,  however  ample  and 
precise  may  be  our  records  of  past  species  of  any  malady,  these  are  only 
partially  available  in  consequence  of  the  constantly  new  phases  which 
every  disease  and  every  case  present.  It  is  better,  then,  that  our  de- 
scriptions and  rules  should  be  as  generic  as  possible,  leaving  the  special 
applications  of  them  to  the  experience,  observation  and  extempore  tact, 
of  each  practitioner. 

One  of  the  nicest  points  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery,  and  one  that 
requires  most  prompt  decision,  is,  whether  or  not  bloodletting  is  to  be  used  ? 
This  measure  is  never,  so  to  speak,  an  inconsequential  one  ;  never  leaves 
the  patient  as  he  was  before  it  was  practised.  It  either  places  him  in 
greatly  worse,  or  in  greatly  better  circumstances  ;  and,  hence,  either  to 
adopt  or  decline  it,  requires,  in  the  practitioner,  much  and  equal  skill,  and 
imposes  on  him  corresponding  responsibility. 

He  must  consider  the  age,  strength,  and  constitution  of  the  patient  ;  the 
type  of  the  dysentery  ;  whether  the  inflammation  and  attending  fever 
are  more  those  of  common  inflammation,  or  of  a  typhoid  character; 
whether  the  prostration  is  moderate,  and  such  as  might  be  expected, 
or  disproportionately  great,  and  early  in  reference  to  the  duration  of  the 
disease  and  the  date  of  its  occurrence  ;  whether  the  pulse  be  rapid,  op- 
pressed, and  indistinct,  or  slower,  full  and  hard ;  whether  the  aspect  be 
simply  flushed,  or  dusky,  purple,  livid  ;  whether  the  temperature  of  the 
patient's  body  be  burning  to  the  touch  of  another,  and  so  felt  by  himself, 
or  only  moderately  warm  ;  and  in  parts  cold  to  the  touch  of  another, 
and  generally  or  partially  chilly  to  the  patient  himself  (which  last  augurs 
badly)  ;  whether  the  tongue  be  red,  or  yellow,  or  black  ;  these  are  the 
circumstances  on  which  the  practitioner  must  ground  his  diagnosis  and 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


191 


prognosis,  and,  conformably  thereto,  must  have  recourse  to,  or  must  reject 
bloodletting. 

Even  after  the  propriety  of  bloodletting  has  been  determined,  it  is  a 
matter  for  consideration  whether  phlebotomy,  cupping  or  leeches,  are  to 
be  preferred,  and,  as  regards  the  two  last,  where  they  ought  to  be  applied. 

In  general,  the  cupping  will  be  best  practised  over  the  sacrum,  or  on 
the  left  lumbar  region,  or,  finally,  over  or  under  the  right  hypochondrium. 
Leeches  are  most  effectual  far,  when  applied  round  the  margin  of  the 
anus.  The  next  most  eligible  situations  are  the  perinaeum,  or  low  in  the 
left  groin. 

In  all  cases  in  which  there  is  some  degree  of  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  bloodletting,  cupping  and  leeches  are  to  be  preferred,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  phlebotomy. 

The  next  point  for  consideration  Is,  whether  mercury  is  to  be  employ- 
ed, particularly  in  a  purgative  manner?  If  the  dysentery  was  not  pre- 
ceded by  obvious  inaction  of  the  liver,  and  retention  of  bile  ;  if  the 
early  discharges,  after  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  were  not  clay-color- 
ed ;  if,  finally,  there  is  no  evidence  of  actual  biliary  derangement,  or  of 
hepatic  enlargement,  hardness  or  tenderness,  we  can  see  no  occasion  for 
mercury  in  a  purgative  form.  We  must,  however,  remember,  that  dysen- 
tery seems  often  to  be  connected  with  chronic  inaction  of  the  liver, 
though  the  precise  nature  of  that  connection  is  not  exactly  understood, 
nor  easy  to  conjecture.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  under  no  circum- 
stances does  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon  more  readily  take  on 
chronic  irritation,  than  in  cases  of  inefficient  action  of  the  liver.  Bile, 
healthy  in  quantity  and  quality,  seems  to  have  a  sedative  effect  on  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  duodenum,  ileum,  jejunum  and  colon. 

Diaphoretics  are  extremely  important  in  dysentery.  For  the  principle 
on  which  we  should  employ  them,  and  for  the  best  mode  of  doing  so,  I 
refer  to  what  is  contained  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  paragraphs  of  page 
eleventh  of  the  Lancet  for  July  3d,  of  this  year.  (Page  112  of  this 
Journal.) 

As  a  diaphoretic,  ipecacuan  is  almost  universally  recommended  in 
dysentery,  both  by  practitioners  in  this  country,  and  on  the  Continent, 
for  more  than  a  century.  I  perfectly  concur  in  the  propriety  of  this, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  ipecacuan  is,  when  given  in  sufficient  doses, 
equally  efficient  as  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony,  and  much  less  debili- 
tating ;  and  dysentery  is  a  disease  in  which  the  vital  power  must  be  care- 
fully husbanded.  A  drachm  of  the  wine  of  ipecacuan  in  an  ounce  of 
the  liquor  ammoniae  acetatis,  in  a  warm  decoction  of  barley  or  rice,  every 
six  or  eight  hours,  until  the  dryness  and  heat  of  skin  are  fairly  overcome, 
will  wonderfully  relieve  the  patient,  and  check  the  violence  of  the  dysen- 
tery. To  this,  if  tormina  and  tenesmus  are  great,  and  if  the  bowels 
have  been  cleared  by  castor  oil  or  sulphur,  from  ten  to  fifty  drops  of 
laudanum  may  be  most  advantageously  added. 

Though  we  must  avoid  mercury  as  well  as  every  other  drastic,  as  a 
purgative,  yet  some  laxative  is  generally  proper  at  the  outset  of  the 
disease,  to  ensure  the  removal  of  scybala,  &c.    Colocynth  and  scam- 


192 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


mony,  especially  aloes,  must  not  be  had  recourse  to  ;  the  acidulous  salts, 
as  the  tartrate  and  bi-tartrate  of  potass,  and  the  potassio-tartrate  of 
soda,  are  questionable,  and  often  increase  the  tormina  and  tenesmus,  and 
augment  the  bloody  discharges  ;  for  they  denude  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  protecting  mucus,  as  well  as  of  the  coagulahle  lymph  which  has 
been  effused  to  repair  those  parts  of  the  mucous  membrane  which  may 
have  been  disorganized.  Olive  or  castor  oils  are  better  far.  Sulphur 
lotum,  also,  mixed  up  as  a  confection  with  honey,  acts  with  equal  gen- 
tleness and  effect,  as  both  a  most  mild  evacuant  of  the  lower  bowels,  a 
restorer  of  the  mucous  secretion,  and  a  diaphoretic.  These  are  almost 
the  only  laxatives  which  we  would  recommend  in  dysentery. 

Having  adopted  the  various  means  now  detailed,  and  repeating  them 
as  may  be  necessary,  we  have  not  much  else  to  do  in  dysentery  than  to 
wait  the  event.  Of  course,  if  amendment  does  not  follow,  a  period  of 
exhaustion  and  depression  arrives,  when  stimulants  must  be  had  recourse 
to,  but  only  on  the  principle  of  choosing  a  lesser  to  avoid  a  greater  evil. 
Also,  if  the  disease  becomes  chronic,  flesh  meat,  animal  soup,  and  wine, 
must  be  allowed  ;  to  the  old  especially. 

We  have  only  to  notice,  in  conclusion,  lavements,  with  what  M.  Mon- 
diere  calls  albuminous  water,  and  which  he  alleges  to  be  specific,  in  dys- 
entery. This  water  consists  of  the  white  of  four  eggs  dissolved  in  two 
pounds  of  water.  This  is  certainly  a  most  harmless,  and  we  may  easily 
believe,  a  useful  means.  Nor  will  its  efficacy  be  impaired  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  few  drops  of  laudanum. 

Dysmenorrhcea. — In  cases  of  painful  menstruation,  the  state  of  the 
bowels — more  particularly  of  the  caecum  and  colon — must  be  inquired 
into.  If  costiveness  or  accumulations  are  present,  especially  in  plethoric 
subjects,  compound  infusion  of  senna,  along  with  the  neutral  salts,  are 
indicated.  But  if  the  female  be  exsanguine  and  weakly,  the  compound 
infusion  of  gentian  is  to  be  joined  to  that  of  senna,  should  the  bowels  be 
torpid,  while  if  these  act  sufficiently  without  medicine,  tonics  alone,  as 
gentian,  quinine,  Sic,  combined  with  myrrh  or  zinc,  one  or  both,  are  to  be 
ordered  in  the  inter-monthly  periods.  In  all  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea, 
whether  occurring  in  plethoric  or  exsanguine  subjects,  hot  hip-baths,  on 
the  day  preceding  the  expected  discharge,  and  on  the  two  first  days  of 
its  occurrence,  are  proper.  In  both  subjects,  also,  the  pain  will  be  re- 
lieved by  frictions  on  the  sacrum  with  the  opium  and  soap  liniment,  or 
with  liniments  or  plasters  of  belladonna,  stramonium,  &c.  Of  course,  if 
an  organic  cause  accounts  for  the  dysmenorrhcea,  and  the  uterus  itself  is 
the  seat  of  disease,  other  means  are  necessary,  but  the  notice  of  these 
comes  not  within  the  scope  of  these  papers.  M.  Pigeaux  recommends 
a  pill,  morning  and  evening,  of  half  a  grain  of  opium  and  three  grains 
of  camphor,  as  an  anodyne,  in  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea.  The  writer  has 
known  one  or  two  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea,  in  which  the  menses  came 
from  the  stomach. 

Emesis  and  Emetic. — Though,  in  cases  of  incipient  fevers,  inflamma- 
tions, he,  and  in  other  diseases,  emetics  are  extremely  valuable,  yet,  in 
the  treatment  of  derangements  of  the  assimilative  organs,  their  use  is 
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limited  to  disembarrassing  the  stomach  of  indigestible  or  undigested  in- 
gesta,  or  of  morbid  secretions.  We  think  it  in  some  degree  questionable, 
whether  emetics  ought  to  be  given  to  relieve  bilious  congestion  of  the 
liver,  or  an  impacted  state  of  the  duodenum  ;  and  far  more,  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  ileon.  Perhaps  the  contents  of  the  stomach  only  are  the 
proper  objects  of  emetics  ;  whatever  lies  beyond  the  pylorus,  of  purga- 
tives. Regurgitation  from  the  distal  side  of  the  pylorus  is  violent  ;  and 
if  that  part  be  naturally  narrow,  or  rendered  so  by  congestion  of  its  mu- 
cous coat,  from  chronic  irritation,  by  scirrhus,  &c,  the  local  evil  may 
be  much  augmented,  and  fatal  consequences  may  even  ensue. 

When  an  inordinate  or  a  crude  meal  has  incautiously  been  taken, 
whether  by  a  child  or  an  adult,  and  there  is  urgent  oppression  and  un- 
easiness, perhaps  dyspnoea,  palpitation,  fcc,  an  emetic  is  the  most  ready 
and  succinct  mode  of  relief.  The  stomachs  of  infants  and  children 
should  never  be  allowed  to  remain  long  in  the  loaded  condition  now 
spoken  of;  more  particularly,  they  ought  never  to  be  sent  to  bed  in 
this  state,  since  the  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  of  one  single 
night  so  passed,  may  induce  convulsions,  or  meningitis,  or  commence  a 
chain  of  action  issuing  in  hydrocephalus.  With  infants  and  children, 
too,  if  properly  supported  and  managed  during  the  act  of  vomiting,*  and 
if  compelled  to  swallow  previously  enough  of  fluid,  emetics  are  always 
safe,  and  (unless,  of  course,  too  frequently  resorted  to)  always  useful.  In 
the  case  of  adults,  they  must  be  used  with  more  reserve. 

In  cases  of  plethoric  persons,  at  or  past  middle  age,  while  the  dangers 
from  an  oppressed  stomach,  especially  if  one  goes  to  sleep  in  such  a 
state  (to  this  cause,  doubtless,  many  nightly  apoplexies  are  owing)  are 
not  small,  yet  their  removal  by  emetics  is  not  free  from  risk,  since  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  head,  cerebral  congestion,  pulmonary  haemor- 
rhage, are  hazarded,  more  or  less.  Such  persons  should,  therefore,  put 
up  with  the  inconveniences  of  repletion,  and  patiently  wait  the  slower 
relief  of  a  purgative. 

Emetics  are,  of  course,  contra-indicated  in  advanced  pregnancy,  and 
in  women  apt  to  abort ;  in  all  cases  of  hernia  ;  in  prolapsus  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  in  cardiac  disease  ;  in  acute  inflammation,  with  enlargement  of  the 
liver  ;  in  acute  gastritis,  duodenitis,  enteritis  ;  in  pleuritis,  or  peritonitis  ; 
in  suspected  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  &c. ;  and  in  persons  much  debilitat- 
ed, from  whatever  cause,  and  in  whom  syncope  might  be  easily  induced. 

We  have  said  that  we  think  it  questionable  whether  emetics  should  be 
given  with  the  view  of  relieving  a  presumed  loaded  state  of  the  liver. 
When,  however,  the  bile  has  spontaneously  regurgitated  into  the  stomach, 
and  caused  vomiting,  but  only  scantily,  and  with  difficulty,  there  can  be 
no  question  of  the  propriety  of  promptly  ordering  an  emetic,  and  the  plen- 
tiful imbibition  of  hot  fluid.  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  often  in  such 
cases,  a  large  quantity  of  bile,  which  had  apparently  been  congested  in 
the  liver,  is  got  rid  of  speedily,  and  with  relief  to  the  patient  equally  in- 
stant and  complete. 


*  Thus,  nurses  and  servants  should  be  instructed  not  to  press  forcibly  on  the  abdomen  of  child- 
ren, when  in  the  act  of  vomiting,  lest  umbilical  or  other  rupture  be  caused. 
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We  have  at  various  times  met,  in  practice,  with  cases  characterized 
with  great  want  of  appetite  and  nausea,  and  in  which  the  tongue,  without 
being  either  morbidly  red  or  furred,  was  coated  with  a  thick  and  tena- 
cious mucus,  not  unlike  a  thick  solution  of  gum.  Assuming  that  the- 
gastric  mucous  membrane  might  be  in  a  similar  state,  I  have  tried  emetics,, 
and,  in  several  cases,  found  my  conjectures  veri6ed  by  the  expulsion  of 
much  inspissated  mucus,  followed  by  the  removal  of  nausea  and  the  re- 
storation of  appetite.  A  recurrence  to  the  remedy  was,  however,  several 
times  necessary,  at  intervals  often  days;  but  the  intervening  administra- 
tion of  small  doses  of  the  carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  a  mixture  con- 
taining infusion  of  hop,  biborate  of  soda,  and  mel  boracis,  with  (at  least 
in  some  cases)  a  drachm  or  two  of  the  sulphate  of  soda,  cured  the 
affection. 

In  cases  in  which  I  am  curious  to  know  the  state  of  the  gastric  secre- 
tion, an  emetic  solution  of  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony,  from  its  color- 
less nature,  best  supplies  this  information. 

A  disposition  to  vomiting,  if  depending  on  scirrhus,  ulceration,  &c, 
of  the  stomach,  demands  a  treatment  secondary,  of  course,  to  its  cause. 
But  sometimes  vomiting  may  be  called  idiopathic,  and  arises  from 
some  lesion  either  of  the  muscular  or  sentient  innervation  of  the  or- 
gan. Such  cases  will  frequently  yield  to  the  use  of  the  metallic  salts 
and  vegetable  bitters  and  sedatives  in  conjunction,  as  the  oxide  and  ni- 
trate of  silver,  the  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  iron,  the  oxide  of  zinc,  the 
oxide  and  trts-nitrate  of  bismuth,  joined  severally  with  the  extracts  of 
hop,  hyoscyamus,  eonium,  belladonna,  cannabis  indica,  or  with  the  sul- 
phate or  hydrochlorate  of  morphia.  Sometimes,  however,  such  cases 
resist  all  treatment.  In  one  of  this  obstinate  kind,  that  of  a  young  lady 
just  about  puberty,  nothing  succeeded,  and  fatal  inanition  was  imminent. 
The  patient  was  finally  ordered  to  preserve  the  egested  matters,  and 
swallow  them  anew.  This,  I  believe,  for  some  time  succeeded.  The 
issue  of  the  case  I  am  not  positively  acquainted  with,  though,  as  far  as  my 
recollection  goes,  a  cure  gradually  and  spontaneously  took  place. 

The  only  emetics  which  we  recommend  or  use  in  ordinary  cases  are 
ipecacuanha  and  the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony.  In  common  cases, 
and  in  persons,  whether  young  or  old,  the  latter,  in  solution,  while  very 
convenient,  is  also  perfectly  safe,  and  it  is  preferable  to  ipecacuanha  in 
the  fevers,  and  inflammations  of  the  young  and  the  robust.  In  more 
delicate,  or  in  debilitated  persons,  the  latter  is  more  appropriate,  and  it 
has  the  advantage  over  the  other,  of  generally  acting  as  a  gentle  laxa- 
tive, as  well  as  an  emetic. 

It  may  be  useful  to  mention,  that  tannin  and  its  preparations  are  in- 
compatible as  regards  the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony,  and  that  the  in- 
fusions of  cinchona  and  galls  counteract  it. 

M.  Larroque  alleges  that  his  peculiar  treatment  of  croup,  by  emetics, 
has  been  so  successful  that  he  has  never  lost  a  patient.  It  is  as  follows  : 
he  first,  and  without  a  moment's  delay,  lets  blood  locally  and  generally  ; 
then  applies  a  large  blister  to  the  fore  and  upper  part  of  the  chest,  and 
gives  the  potassio-tartrate  in  doses  of  one,  two,  or  three  grains  ;  and  all 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


195 


this  within  the  hour  !  He  then  carefully  inspects  the  vomited  matters, 
and  if  he  perceive  in  them  any  false  membranes,  confidently  augurs  a 
happy  event.  But  he  continues,  and  repeats  the  emetic  even,  in  some 
cases,  nine  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours !  By  this  heroic  treatment  he 
succeeds,  if  we  are  to  credit  him,  in  ultimately  bringing  away  large  quan- 
tities of  false  membrane. 

Emetics,  we  need  not  remark,  ought  never  to  be  given  without  large 
accompanying  doses  of  water,  unless  in  certain  cases  of  poisoning,  when 
this  rule  requires  some  modification. 

Magendie  recommends  what  he  calls  a  vomitive  tablet  for  the  use  of 
infants,  whom  it  may  be  difficult  to  persuade  or  compel  to  take  an  emetic 
otherwise.  It  is  composed  of  about  a  scruple  of  emetine  (a  peculiar  ex- 
tract from  ipecacuanha)  and  about  one  ounce  and  a  half  of  sugar,  and 
as  much  as  may  be  needed  of  a  mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth.  This 
mass  is  divided  into  tablets  or  lozenges  of  about  a  scruple  each.  One  is 
a  dose  for  a  child  of  three  years.  We  should  fear  some  uncertainty 
both  in  the  preparation  and  in  the  dose  of  this  article,  and  particularly 
we  should  dread  the  administration  of  it  unless  the  child  were  imme- 
diately persuaded  or  compelled  to  swallow  some  fluid.  Perhaps  the 
simplest  mode  of  giving  emetics  to  infants  is  to  dissolve  a  minute  quantity 
of  tartar-emetic  in  the  milk  or  tea  which  they  are  accustomed  to  use,  and 
to  seize  the  moment  when  thirst  disposes  them  to  drink  freely. 

Emmenagogue. — Properly  speaking,  the  only  emmenagogues  which 
wo  require  to  notice  in  this  scries  of  papers  arc  such  as  are  addressed  to 
the  digestive  organs,  or  have  reference  to  the  deranged  states  of  the 
bowels,  he.  Oftentimes  we  find  that  the  bowels  and  uterus  are  simul- 
taneously in  a  torpid  condition,  nor  is  it  always  easy  to  determine  which 
of  the  two  affections  is  the  casual,  and  which  the  consecutive  one.  At 
any  rate  the  propriety  of  ensuring  an  efficient  action  of  the  bowels,  in 
every  case  of  amenorrhcea  in  which  they  are  constipated,  is  obvious,  and 
it  is  equally  certain,  that  often  the  re-establishment  of  a  regular  alvine 
discharge  leads  to  a  resumption,  by  the  uterus,  of  its  suspended  func- 
tion. The  various  kinds  of  emmenagogues,  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  appropriately  resorted  to,  are  pointed  out  under  the  heads 
of  Amenorrhcea  and  Chlorosis,  to  which  we  refer  the  reader.  (See  Nos. 
2  and  15,  vol.  xxxvi.,  of  this  Journal. 

Enema. — The  objects  of  enemata  are,  to  remove  faeces  or  worms  ;  to 
dilute  acrid  secretions,  or  sheathe  the  rectum  and  colon  against  them,  or 
else,  by  an  anodyne  effect,  to  deaden  the  pain  of  them  ;  to  abate  spasm 
or  pain  in  distant  organs,  in  cases  when  it  is  not  expedient  or  possible  to 
give  opiates,  he,  by  the  mouth  ;  occasionally  to  put  an  end  to  anti- 
peristalsis  ;  and  to  convey  nourishment,  when,  from  temporary  or  perma- 
nent occlusion  of  the  oesophagus,  pylorus,  he,  aliment  cannot  be  ad- 
ministered at  all,  or  in  sufficient  quantity,  by  the  stomach. 

The  consideration  of  glysters,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  hernia, 
luxations,  he,  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  these  papers. 

As  a  means  of  obviating  the  necessity  of  taking  purgatives  by  the 
mouth,  I  once  thought  more  favorably  of  injections  than  I  do  now.  I 


196 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


have  had  occasion,  of  late,  to  know  of  several  cases  of  relaxation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum,  accompanied  with  imperfect  or  com- 
plete prolapsus,  which  were  undoubtedly  owing  to  a  continued  use  of  the 
enema.  In  one  or  two  of  these  cases  there  may  have  been  blame,  on 
the  patients'  parts,  in  using  the  injection  either  too  hot,  or  too  strongly 
medicinated  ;  but  not  so  in  others  of  the  cases.  The  relaxation  and  pro- 
lapsus were  got  rid  of  by  an  abandonment  of  injections,  and  a  return 
to  purgatives  ;  among  which  rhubarb  seemed  to  be  the  one  which  ope- 
rated most  efficiently  in  restoring  the  tenor  of  the  rectum. 

Enteritis. — By  enteritis,  in  the  simple  meaning  of  the  word,  may  be 
understood  intestinal  inflammation  ;  but  whether  of  the  small  or  large 
bowels,  or  of  both,  the  word  does  not  indicate.  Perhaps  it  is  generally 
understood  as  referring  to  inflammation  of  the  small  intestines.  Again, 
by  enteritis,  is  usually  understood  inflammation  of  all  the  coats  of  the  in- 
testines— at  any  rate,  of  the  mucous  and  muscular  coats  ;  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing notice  we  propose  to  limit  our  observations  to  what  is  called  en- 
teritis mucosa — that  is,  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  only,  and 
that  chiefly  of  the  ileum.  Some  have  supposed  that  they  were  enabled 
to  distinguish,  during  the  patient's  life,  between  what  is  called  erythematic 
and  follicular  inflammation  of  this  bowel  ;  and  although  in  some  cases 
our  diagnosis  that  the  follicles  were  the  chief  seat  of  disease,  proved  cor- 
rect, yet  in  general  we  subscribe  to  Canstatt's  opinion,  that  distinctions 
so  nice  are  more  easily  drawn  on  paper  than  in  practice. 

Chronic  mucous  ileitis  (it  is  tlip  chronic  form  we  are  generally  called 
on  to  treat)  is  characterized  by  a  constant  or  occasional  dull  uneasiness 
midway  between  the  pubis  and  umbilicus,  with  periods  of  exacerbation 
from  an  hour  and  a  half  to  four  or  five  hours  after  meals.  This  is  occa- 
sioned by  faecal  or  imperfectly  chylified  or  gaseous  matters  passing  through 
this  irritable  part  of  the  intestine.  These  usually  push  before,  or  carry 
with,  them  a  quantity  of  inspissated  and  apparently  semi-purulent  mucus, 
secreted  by  this  suffering  portion  of  the  gut ;  and  the  detection  of  this 
in  the  stools  will  materially  aid  us  in  the  diagnosis. 

The  most  of  the  cases  of  this  by  no  means  rare  affection  which  have 
come  under  our  notice,  have  been  caused  by  aliment  too  rich  and  too 
stimulant,  more  particularly  by  the  too  free  use  of  wine  ;  by  chronic  and 
neglected  derangement  of  the  bowels,  or  by  moral  anxiety  and  harassment. 
It  is  a  form  of  disease  by  no  means  easily  or  readily  cured,  lasting  often 
several  years,  and  never  removed,  unless  the  patient  withdraws  himself, 
or  is  withdrawn,  from  the  circumstances  inducing  it. 

The  utmost  severity,  as  regards  diet,  is  indispensable.  Unless  the 
age,  habit,  or  constitution,  of  the  patient  require  it,  wine,  spirit  and  malt 
liquors,  cider,  he,  must  be  absolutely  forbidden.  All  crude  and  acidu- 
lous food  and  drink,  as  fruits,  pastry,  &c,  are  objectionable.  Water  and 
tea  should  be  the  only  drink,  besides  milk,  which,  if  agreeable  to  the 
patient,  is  peculiarly  appropriate  in  this  affection.  Farinaceous  aliment, 
as  rice,  arrowroot  prepared  with  milk,  eggs,  mutton  and  fowls,  in  soup  or 
otherwise,  ought  to  form  the  principal  articles  of  the  patient's  diet,  which 
must  be  carefully  regulated  for  many  months,  and  even  for  years.  The 
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medicinal  treatment  must  be  mild,  like  the  diet.  Unless  fulness  and  ten- 
derness in  the  hepatic  region,  and  pale  stools,  indicate  the  use  of  mercury, 
there  is  no  need  for  prescribing  it ;  or,  at  least,  this  will  be  required  only 
very  occasionally,  and  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  mucous  secretions 
of  the  bowel  ;  and  then  the  hydrargyrum  cum  crela  or  cum  magnesia 
is  to  be  preferred ;  but  castor  or  olive  oil,  or  sulphur  lotum,  are  more  eli- 
gible, the  latter  being  mixed  well  with  honey.  An  infusion  of  taraxa- 
cum, formed  from  an  ounce  of  the  sliced  root  in  a  quart  of  water,  and 
boiled  down  to  two  thirds  or  so — of  this  (to  which  half  an  ounce  of  the 
biborate  of  soda  may  be  added,  and  some  of  the  mel  biboracis)  six  or  eight 
ounces  may  be  taken  daily.  The  borax,  however,  is  only  to  be  used  if  the 
stools  are  preternaturally  foetid  ;  otherwise  the  infusion  of  taraxacum  is  to  be 
employed  by  itself,  or  only  with  so  much  of  the  compound  infusion  of 
senna  as  will  carry  it  forward  towards  the  lower  bowels,  and  prevent  its 
entire  absorption  before  reaching  the  seat  of  disease.  From  the  writer's 
experience  of  the  remarkable  benefit  often  derived  from  the  nitrate  of 
silver  in  chronic  mucous  gastritis,  he  would  augur  equal  advantage  from  it 
in  mucous  enteritis  of  the  ileum,  provided  it  could  be  brought  in  contact 
with  the  mucous  membrane  of  that  part  before  it  was  decomposed  by 
the  mucus  of  the  superior  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal  ;  but  so  promptly 
does  this  decomposition  take  place,  that  we  believe  nitrate  of  silver  to  be 
useless  as  a  local  internal  remedy  beyond  the  stomach. — Lancet. 


ON  RISING  TOO  EARLY  AFTER  CONFINEMENT. 
By  Wm.  M.  McPheeters,  M.D. 

We  have  ever  found  it  difficult  to  impress  upon  females  the  importance 
and  absolute  necessity  of  remaining  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  after 
confinement  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  keeping  perfectly  quiet.  Impru- 
dence in  getting  up  too  soon,  often  entails  upon  the  unfortunate  patient, 
months,  and  even  years,  of  suffering,  which  might  have  been  avoided 
had  she  listened  to  the  advice  of  her  physician,  or  to  the  suggestions  of 
common  sense.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  practice  of  getting  out  of  bed 
too  soon  after  confinement,  is  very  general  in  our  community,  and  hence 
it  is  that  such  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  female  population  suffer 
with  prolapsus  and  procidentia  uteri,  as  well  as  from  other  uterine  affec- 
tions, which  subject  them  to  the  necessity  of  wearing  pessaries,  or  to  the 
use  of  those  fashionable,  but  in  our  opinion  very  objectionable,  instru- 
ments, utero-abdominal  supporters.  Sometimes  this  imprudence  is  attri- 
butable to  the  want  of  proper  precaution  on  the  part  of  medical  advisers, 
but  more  frequently  it  is  owing  to  the  folly  of  patients  themselves.  On 
the  third  or  fourth  day  after  parturition,  a  patient  who  is  "  very  smart," 
feels  able  to  sit  up  in  bed,  or  in  an  easy  chair,  and  in  spite  of  all  that  the 
physician  can  say,  she  will,  in  his  absence,  sit  up  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  her  clothes,  or  get  out  of  bed  altogether,  that  it  may  be  made 
up,  and  not  unfrequently  walk  across  the  floor,  by  way  of  testing  her 
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strength.  A  moment's  reflection  must  convince  any  one  of  the  impro- 
priety of  such  conduct.  The  enlarged  and  engorged  condition  of  the 
womb,  the  great  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  of  the  vagina,  and 
of  the  broad  and  round  ligaments,  all  tend,  under  the  circumstances, 
when  the  body  is  brought  into  an  erect  posture,  to  force  the  uterus  down 
into  the  vagina,  and  frequently  through  the  vulva.  Again,  on  the  third 
or  fourth  day  after  delivery,  it  is  the  practice  of  most  physicians  to  ad- 
minister a  dose  of  castor  oil,  or  some  other  mild  cathartic,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  an  operation  from  the  bowels,  which  are  usually  torpid  up 
to  this  time.  Under  these  circumstances,  patients,  especially  those  who 
"  feel  smart,"  instead  of  using  a  bed-pan,  and  evacuating  their  bowels 
in  a  horizontal  position,  will  get  up  out  of  bed,  and  use  the  close  stool, 
and  thus  bring  about  the  evils  of  which  we  have  just  been  speaking. 

These  remarks  are  called  forth  by  two  cases  which  recently  occurred 
in  our  own  practice,  where  our  patients  were  guilty  of  the  imprudencies 
here  spoken  of.  In  one  of  the  case9,  in  which  we  attended  in  consulta- 
tion with  a  medical  friend,  the  labor  was  prolonged  and  difficult,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  remove  the  child  by  means  of  instruments.  It  was  a 
first  confinement,  and  the  woman  had  been  some  fifty  hours  in  labor 
before  we  saw  her.  Her  strength  was  well  nigh  exhausted,  and  it  was 
with  diifieulty  that  she  could  be  sustained  during  the  operation,  which, 
however,  terminated  favorably,  and  the  patient  was  put  to  bed,  with 
strict  injunctions  to  keep  perfectly  quiet.  On  visiting  her  on  the  third 
morning  after,  we  found  that  her  bowels  had  been  very  much  out  of 
order  during  the  night,  that  she  had  been  up  several  times  on  the  close 
stool,  and  had  suffered  very  much  with  straining  efforts.  During  our 
visit  she  complained  greatly  of  pain,  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the 
vulva,  and  on  examination  we  found  the  uterus  highly  engorged  with 
blood,  and  of  the  size  of  one's  fist,  protruding  entirely  through  the  labia 
majora.  The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  athletic  woman,  also  in 
labor  with  her  first  child,  but  she  got  along  well.  On  the  third  day, 
the  bowels  not  having  been  moved,  a  dose  of  castor  oil  was  administered, 
and  the  patient,  contrary  to  our  express  directions,  got  out  of  bed  when 
it  came  to  operate.  The  consequences  were  similar  in  kind,  though  not 
in  degree,  to  the  case  just  mentioned. 

In  very  many  instances  like  imprudencies  are  not  followed  so  imme- 
diately by  bad  consequences,  but  it  is  invariably  the  case  that  those  who 
are  guilty  of  such  folly,  are  made  to  surfer  for  it,  sooner  or  later.  Often, 
too,  the  bandage,  instead  of  being  pinned  tightly  around  the  hips,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  them,  and  being  made  to  press  from  below 
upwards,  slips  up,  gets  in  a  string,  and  acts  as  a  ligature  around  the  ab- 
domen, pressing  downwards,  and  consequently  doing  positive  harm  in- 
stead of  good.  Too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  subject  of 
bandaging.  In  the  first  instance  it  should  be  applied  and  properly  ad- 
justed by  the  physician  himself  and  he  should  instruct  the  nurse  how 
to  tighten  and  keep  it  in  its  proper  position,  and  it  should  be  worn  long 
after  the  woman  gets  out  of  bed,  and  until  the  parts  have  resumed  their 
natural  tone  and  strength.    The  material,  too,  out  of  which  the  bandage 


Surgical  Case  at  the  Battle  of  Buena  Vista. 


199 


is  made,  is  worthy  of  consideration.  Of  all  the  articles  in  common  use, 
we  prefer  the  flannel,  doubled,  and  of  sufficient  width  to  extend  from  the 
middle  of  the  hips  to  the  umbilicus  ;  it  possesses  the  advantages  of  being 
soft  and  somewhat  elastic,  and  can  be  brought  to  fit  the  irregular  surface 
around  which  it  is  intended  to  pass. 

A  patient,  after  giving  birth  to  a  child,  however  easy  or  natural  a 
labor  she  may  have  had,  should  remain  perfectly  quiet  on  her  back  for 
at  least  two  or  three  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  provided  every- 
thing goes  on  regularly,  she  may  be  allowed  to  sit  up  cautiously  in  bed, 
and  gradually  remain  for  a  short  time  out  of  bed,  in  a  sitting  posture  ; 
but,  as  a  general  rule,  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  rise  from  their  beds 
under  three  weeks,  and  frequently  not  so  soon.  This  rule  may  seem  a 
little  stringent  to  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  up  at 
farthest  on  the  ninth  day,  and  often  walking  all  over  the  room  long  be- 
fore that  period  :  but  time  would  be  saved  by  observing  it,  and  patients 
would  save  themselves  an  immense  amount  of  subsequent  pain  and 
unhappiness. 

We  are  aware  that  our  suggestions  contain  nothing  new  or  original,  but 
the  subject  is  one  of  vast  importance,  and  which  is  too  much  neglected 
—  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  add  "line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon 
precept."  The  health  and  comfort  of  the  female  sex  is  so  intimately 
identified  with  our  own  happiness,  that  whatever  affects  them  materially, 
concerns  us  ;  and  we  are  satisfied,  that  if  due  attention  was  paid  to  their 
proper  "  getting  up  "  after  confinement,  we  would  not  see  so  many 
young  and  lovely  wives  suffering  with  uterine  affections — pale  and  anae- 
mic, and  unable  to  take  the  least  exercise,  or  even  to  attend  to  their  or- 
dinary household  affairs,  without  the  greatest  pain. — St.  Louis  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 


SURGICAL  CASE  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 
By  A.  M.  Blanton,  M.D.,  Surg.  2d  Ky.  Regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  February,  when  the  left  wing  of  our  army 
was  compelled  to  fall  back,  Lieut.  John  Merrifield,  Ky.  cavalry,  before 
his  regiment  had  moved  a  hundred  yards,  was  shot  through  the  arm. 
The  ball  entered  posteriorly,  about  two  inches  above  the  insertion  of  the 
deltoid  muscle,  passed  through  and  cut  the  brachial  artery  on  its  axillary 
side.  A  tremendous  hemorrhage  ensued,  and  he  came  directly  to  me, 
not  a  dozen  yards  distant.  His  danger  was  evident,  and  he  was  direct- 
ed to  gallop  to  a  ravine  a  few  paces  in  front,  out  of  reach  of  the  bullets  ; 
but  when  we  had  reached  the  place,  before  I  could  take  hold  of  him, 
the  regiment  was  parallel  with  us,  and  the  Mexicans  in  the  rear  and  firing, 
so  as  to  render  the  position  untenable.  I  now  directed  him  to  bear  off 
to  the  left  from  the  line,  that  every  one  else  was  taking,  and  running 
another  hundred  yards,  we  got  behind  a  little  hillock,  when  I  took  hold 
of  him,  and  he  fell  across  my  horse's  withers,  unable  longer  to  maintain 
his  seat  unassisted.    I  pinched  up  his  coat  sleeve,  on  each  side,  so  as  to 
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make  two  compresses,  pressed  them  against  each  orifice,  and  applied  a 
roller  from  the  elbow  up  as  tight  as  I  could  draw  it.  After  the  roller 
was  four  or  five  layers  thick,  the  hemorrhage  was  entirely  arrested,  be- 
fore which  his  blood  was  dripping  fast  from  my  horse's  fetlocks,  having 
saturated  the  end  of  the  saddle  blanket  and  his  mane.  We  were  now 
obliged  to  move  immediately,  and  after  going  a  short  distance,  I  dis- 
covered that  he  revived  and  would  be  able  to  reach  the  hospital,  three 
hundred  yards  off,  so  it  was  pointed  to  him,  and  I  re-joined  the  command 
to  which  I  was  attached. 

He  reached  the  hospital,  was  taken  from  his  horse,  and  described  the 
nature  of  his  wounds,  when  one  of  the  surgeons  applied  a  very  tight 
roller  from  the  hand  to  axilla,  without  a  recurrence  of  the  hemorrhage. 
I  did  not  see  him  again  until  the  25th.  He  was  doing  very  well,  with  the 
first  dressing  untouched  ;  pulse  at  the  wrist  imperceptible. 

Nothing  of  any  interest  afterwards  occurred  in  this  case,  except  that  a 
pulse  in  the  radial  and  brachial  arteries  could  be  felt  faintly  beating,  on  the 
2d  March,  which  gradually  strengthening,  is  now,  April  1st,  nearly  as  strong 
and  full  as  that  of  the  other  arm.  About  an  inch  above  and  below  the 
wound  the  artery  does  not  appear  to  contract,  but  to  let  the  blood  flow 
on  through  it  without  interruption. 

In  the  above  case,  I  am  certain  that  the  brachial  artery  was  cut,  per- 
haps half  of  its  circumference  ;  that  the  amount  of  blood  lost,  under  other 
circumstances,  would  have  caused  the  man  to  faint,  before  we  had  stop- 
ped, but  his  high  state  of  excitement  enabled  him  to  bear  the  copious, 
hemorrhage  ;  that  if  the  wound  had  been  made  by  a  cutting  instruments 
he  would  have  died  anyhow,  but  the  life  or  contractility  of  the  artery  was 
destroyed  by  the  ball ;  that  the  circulation  in  the  artery  for  a  few  days 
was  nearly  arrested  ;  and,  finally,  that  the  wound  healed,  the  artery 
gradually  regained  its  tone,  and  the  blood  circulated  in  it  as  before. — 
Western  Lancet. 


EFFICACY  OF  OX  GALL  IN  REMOVING  IMPACTED  FAECES. 

By  Edward  Vanderpool,  M.D.,  of  New  York. 

I  was  requested  to  see  W.  J.  B.,  aged  40  years,  of  full  habit,  who  was 
suffering  from  pain  and  great  distress  in  the  right  iliac  region,  pre- 
venting rest  and  sleep,  and  causing  constant  moaning.  He  had  been 
confined  to  bed  a  fortnight  with  these  symptoms,  during  which  time 
he  had  been  treated  a n ti ph logistical ly  for  peritoneal  inflammation  ;  calo- 
mel cathartics  and  castor  oil  had  been  repeatedly  given,  producing 
only  a  very  slight  faecal  evacuation  each  day  ;  cal.  and  ipecac,  and  cal. 
and  Dover's  powder  had  been  continued  in  small  doses ;  his  mouth  had 
been  touched  for  more  than  a  week  ;  leeches  had  been  repeatedly  ap- 
plied, and  a  blister  at  this  time  was  vesicating  the  part.  This  afternoon 
mucus  appeared  with  the  discharge,  unaccompanied  by  tenesmus,  skin 
soft  and  clammy,  tongue  pale  and  moist,  pulse  80  and  soft,  natural 
rotundity  and  softness  of  the  abdomen,  except  the  right  iliac  region, 
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which  was  preternaturally  full.  A  hardness  was  here  discoverable  as 
of  a  tumor  lying  deep  in  the  abdomen,  occupying  the  seat  of  the  cae- 
cum  and  ascending  colon,  which  was  very  painful  upon  pressure.  Upon 
inquiry  as  to  his  previous  health,  he  said  that  for  the  last  two  and  a 
half  or  three  years  he  had  been  subject  to  frequent  colicky  pains,  for 
which  he  would  every  week  or  two  take  a  cathartic  dose  of  calomel  at 
night,  and  follow  it  with  salts  in  the  morning.  A  small  motion  would 
be  the  only  result,  with  the  invariable  feeling  of  not  being  relieved.  Di- 
agnosis, distended  caecum  and  ascending  to  the  transverse  colon,  with  in- 
cipient ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  at  this  part.  R.  Fel.  bov. 
inspissat.  gr.  iv.    Ft.  in  pi).  No.  1. 

Give  two  pills  three  times  a-day,  and  enemata  of  diluted  beef's  gall 
to  the  amount  of  two  quarts  night  and  morning  ;  broth  and  farinaceous 
drinks.  The  first  enema  extended  to  the  part  affected  and  produced  a 
quantity  of  scybalous  faecal  matter,  such  as  he  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  see,  with  some  mucus.  Some  alleviation  of  his  distressed  feelings 
followed  this  evacuation.  The  enemata  was  repeated  the  next  morning 
and  evening  with  the  effect  of  an  increased  quantity  of  old  faecal  matter 
and  less  pain  afterwards  in  ihe  iliac  region.  Considerable  exhaustion 
following  the  morning  enema,  it  was  thought  better  to  omit  it  in  future, 
and  give  two  pills  four  times  a-day  at  regular  intervals,  and  use  the 
injection  at  bed-time.  This  course  was  pursued  for  ten  or  twelve  days, 
resulting  with  a  voluntary  faecal  evacuation  in  the  morning,  which  had 

the  appt>aranop  of  long   impaction,  nnrl    a    quantity  of  thp   snmp  in  the 

evening,  believed  by  the  patient  to  have  been  by  him  two  years.  The 
abdominal  distress  abated  as  this  old  faecal  matter  passed  off,  and  the 
mucus  daily  lessened  in  quantity.  He  convalesced  steadily,  without  any 
other  medicine,  and  was  soon  discharged  cured. — iVetc  York  Journal 
of  Medicine. 


HYDROMETRA,  OR.  UTERINE  DROPSY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  following  case  is  of  sufficient  interest  for  publica- 
tion, it  is  at  your  service. 

Mrs.  B.,  aged  58,  the  wife  of  a  respectable  farmer,  and  the  mother 
of  several  children,  had,  from  her  youth  up.  enjoved  tolerable  health, 
until  last  winter,  when  she  was  attacked  with  acute  pain  in  the  hv- 
pogastrium.  Supposing  it  to  be  colic,  she  took  a  cathartic,  which 
afforded  her  relief,  and  in  a  few  days  she  was  able  to  follow  her  accus-  I 
tomed  avocation.  She  had  several  attacks  subsequently,  but  up  to 
March  1st,  the  day  when  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  been  relieved  by  ca- 
thartics. She  at  that  time  complained  of  pain  and  uneasiness  in  the  hy- 
pogastrium,  interruption  of  digestion  through  loss  of  appetite,  costiveness, 
and  diminution  of  urine.  There  was  still  tenderness  on  pressure,  but  no 
tumor  was  detected,  nor  were  there  any  unnatural  discharges  from  the  va- 
gina.   i\o  examination  was  made  per  vaginam.    Bloodletting,  followed 
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by  an  aperient  and  an  anodyne,  with  counter-irritation,  afforded  her  imme- 
diate relief.  From  that  time  to  the  commencement  of  her  last  illness, 
which  took  place  August  5th,  she  had  attacks  of  pain,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently severe  to  require  medical  aid.  Anodynes  relieved  her.  On  the 
evening  of  August  5th,  after  having  been  exposed  to  cold,  her  pain 
returned  with  more  than  ordinary  severity.  She  was  again  partially  re- 
lieved by  anodynes,  and  was  able  to  ride  home,  a  distance  of  two  miles. 
But  this  was  of  short  duration.  The  pain  returned,  the  pulse  became 
small  and  quick,  the  skin  dry  and  hot,  the  tongue  furred,  appetite  bad, 
and  bowels  irregular.  At  this  time  an  enlargement  of  her  bowels  was 
observed.  They  were,  perhaps,  one  third  larger  than  natural,  and  gave 
the  appearance  of  being  tympanitic;  yet  percussion  yielded  a  dull  sound. 
An  indistinct  fluctuation  was  perceptible,  and  pressure  excited  pain.  She 
died  on  the  21st  August. 

Autopsy,  eight  hours  after  death.  Present,  Dr.  Bealls,  of  Sunderland. 
On  dividing  the  integuments,  the  uterus  was  found  firmly  adherent  to 
the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  occupying  nearly  the  whole  cavity.  It 
had  mounted  above  the  umbilicus,  and  crowded  the  intestines  into  the 
superior  and  posterior  part  of  the  abdomen.  The  fundus  and  its  peri- 
toneal covering  were  partially  sphacelated.  An  incision  was  made  into 
it,  and  we  removed,  as  nearly  as  we  could  judge,  six  quarts  of  dark- 
brown  serum.  It  was  thickened  throughout  its  whole  surface,  but  no 
morbid  deposit  was  noticed.  The  cervix  uteri  was  completely  obliterated  ; 
no  trace  of  it  could  he  discovered.  The  left  ovarium  was  of  the  normal 
size,  the  right  considerably  hypertrophied.  The  liver  of  the  natural 
size  ;  the  gall-bladder  distended  with  deep-colored  bile  ;  the  stomach 
healthy  ;  the  jejunum  and  ileum  in  a  state  of  sphacelation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  case  corresponds,  in  most  particulars,  with  that 
related  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson,  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transac- 
tions, vol.  xiii.,  part  1st,  page  170,  although  the  evidences  of  disease  of 
other  organs  were  not  so  clear  as  in  his  case.  Wm.  Dwight. 

So.  Deerfield,  Mass.,  Sept.  24,  1847. 


INHALATION  OF  ETHER. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

I  think  we  have  had  enough  of  the  ether  war — a  war  of  words — and 
I  beg  you  will  put  an  end  to  the  controversy  by  publishing  the  follow- 
ing note,  copied  from  the  addenda  of  "  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  of  Prac- 
tical Medicine  and  Surgery  " — a  work,  by-the-by,  that  should  form  a 
part  of  every  medical  library.  I  hope,  henceforth,  the  modern  dis- 
coverers of  ether  inhalation  will  hide  their  diminished  heads,  and  forever 
hold  their  peace. 

"  Dr.  Richard  Pearson,  who,  in  1795,  was,  I  believe,  the  first  person 
that  recommended  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether  as  a  therapeutic 
agent  (see  his  account  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  different  kinds  of 
airs,  page  24),  suggested,  also,  the  use  of  it  impregnated  with  opium, 
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squill,  cicuta,  he.  ;  and  he  speaks  of  the  effect  of  '  an  emetic  given  in 
this  manner.'  He  employed  the  simple  sulphuric  ether  vapor  in  some 
cases  of  phthisis,  asthma,  hooping  cough,  croup  and  catarrh,  recommend- 
ing it  to  be  inhaled,  after  being  rectified  and  washed,  from  a  cup, 
through  an  inverted  funnel,  or  with  children,  by  '  wetting  a  handker^ 
chief  with  it,  and  holding  it  near  the  nose  and  mouth'  (the  very  means, 
I  may  add,  now  recommended  and  used  by  the  modem  discoverers  of 
ether  inhalation).  See  Forb.  Simmons's  Medical  Facts  and  Observa- 
tions, vol.  vii.,  p,  96.  In  the  13th  volume  of  the  Dictionnaire  des  Sci- 
ences Medicales  (1SJ6),  p.  385,  Nyssen  has  described  a  particular  appa- 
ratus, like  some  of  our  modern  forms  for  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether. 
See,  also,  volume  xvii.,  p.  134." 

After  this,  we  may  well  exclaim  with  Solomon,  w  There  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun."  Yours,  &c,  A.  B. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 

BOSTON,   OCTOBER   6,  1847, 


Ricinic  Acid. — A  gentleman  with  whom  we  have  been  conversing, 
speaks  with  such  enthusiasm  of  the  active  cathartic  properties  of  a  new 
article  prepared  from  the  common  castor  oil,  under  the  name  of  Ricinic 
Acid,  that  it  would  soem  the  subject  should  receive  immediate  attention 
from  the  chemists.  He  mentioned  Dr.  Tully,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  who 
knew  most  of  the  marvellous  character  of  the  new  purgative,  which  is  said 
to  far  exceed,  in  activity,  any  thing  else  in  the  whole  range  of  the  Materia 
Medica.  *'  A  mere  drop  applied  to  the  tip  of  the  tongue,"  says  Dr,  Mitch^ 
ell,  of  Portland,  Me.,  "  will  move  the  bowels  with  certainty,  and  with  a 
rapidity  quite  unknown  before."  Should  any  one,  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  favor  this  Journal  with  the  facts  in  the  case,  that  physU 
cians  may  know  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  such  a  potent  drug — the 
mode  of  making  it,  the  process  of  administration,  the  dose-=-and,  lastly, 
designate  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  procured,  a  special  favor  will  be  con-, 
ferred.  Dr.  Tully's  great  attainments  in  domestic  medicine,  and  indeed  in 
every  department  of  science  to  which  his  attention  has  been  directed,  leads 
us  to  hope  that  there  is  something  in  reserve,  through  his  instrumentality, 
that  may  be  of  consequence  in  regard  to  the  Ricinic  Acid. 


New  Disinfecthig  Fhtid.-^ From  the  notes  of  travellers,  and  various 
paragraphic  observations  in  popular  Journals  in  Europe,  it  might  be  infer-* 
red  that  a  magnificent  discovery  had  been  made  by  a  certain  learned  Mon» 
sieur  in  France,  which  was  strong  enough  to  keep  off  all  common  causes 
of  disease,  arising  from  the  free  emanation  of  gases,  having  their  origin  in 
the  ordinary  decomposition  of  the  things  of  a  perishable  world,  To  give 
this  wonderful  composition  immediate  eclat,  governments  seem  to  have 
been  furnished  with  sample  bottles,  for  the  express  purpose  of  furnishing  $ 
certificate  in  its  favor,  after  the  manner  of  the  times  in  smaller  operation^ 
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as  practised  by  dealers  in  quack  remedies.  John  Bull  has  already  been 
caught  in  the  trap,  and,  much  to  the  scandal  of  all  orthodox  practitioners 
in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  the  Anti-Febrific  Fluid  has  been  uncorked  in 
Canada  to  annihilate  the  ship  fever;  but,  lo !  the  pestilence  paid  no  kind  of 
respect  to  its  diplomatic  powers.  On  the  contrary,  the  disease  has  revelled, 
uncontrolled,  on  the  very  spot  where  the  precious  drops  were  sprinkled  the 
most  liberally. 

The  chloride  of  lime  was  first  introduced  into  Massachusetts,  in  the 
character  of  an  undoubted  exterminator  of  the  causes  of  certain  infectious 
distempers,  at  the  time  when  the  alarm  of  cholera  first  broke  forth.  People 
were  frightened,  and  almost  refused  to  be  comforted — such  were  the  reports 
that  reached  them  from  foreign  countries,  where  the  work  of  depopulation 
by  cholera  was  going  on.  Many,  however,  discovered  an  unfailing  protec- 
tion of  the  whole  community,  in  a  single  cask  of  that  extraordinary  powder. 
In  a  word,  a  strong  faith  was  accomplishing  wonders,  by  fortifying  whole 
regiments  of  sensible  people  against  the  severest  assaults  of  Asiatic  cholera, 
provided  they  had  an  ample  supply  of  chloride,  when,  in  a  single  moment, 
their  fancied  security  was  dissipated,  and  their  hopes  crushed.  A  schooner, 
on  its  way  from  New  York  to  Boston,  had  the  misfortune  to  have  the  dis- 
ease break  out  on  board,  and  several  hands  died  of  it — and  yet  the  ves- 
sel had  thirty-six  barrels  of  chloride  of  lime  in  the  hold  !  The  antidote 
has  not  been  resorted  to  since,  in  this  vicinity,  to  keep  an  epidemic  at  bay. 

Very  soon  the  French  fluid  will  be  trumpeted  by  those  who  trade  in 
nostrums.  If  the  genuine  Paris  manufacture  does  not  arrive  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  market,  there  are  scores  of  ingenious  fellows  who 
will  imitate  it  in  color,  taste  and  smell — not  forgetting  the  price — so  that 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  ascertain  which  is  the  true  cheat. 

Our  motive  in  these  observations  is  to  forestall  the  imposition  that 
awaits  us,  since  a  plan  for  conducting  the  business  on  a  magnificent 
scale,  is  quite  probable.  Medical  men,  of  all  others,  are  bound  to  speak 
out  their  sentiments  on  occasions  when  health,  and  whatever  belongs  to  it, 
is  made  a  topic  of  public  discussion,  and  especially  when  cunning  indi- 
viduals impose  upon  a  whole  country  in  order  to  profit  by  the  credulity  or 
ignorance  of  its  inhabitants. 


Doctors  of  Dental  Surgery. — A  correspondent,  in  last  week's  Journal, 
indulged  in  some  spleen  against,  as  we  suppose,  an  institution  in  which 
we  have  often  expressed  entire  confidence.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that 
if  he  were  to  know  more  of  it,  and  the  gentlemen  who  are  identified  with 
it,  his  views  would  be  modified  and  his  prejudices  overcome.  It  is  not 
our  province  to  dictate  to  correspondents  what  they  shall  write,  nor  how 
they  shall  express  themselves,  as  we  recognize  the  principle  of  a  free 
press  ;  but  there  is  no  denying  the  fact,  that  soft  words  sometimes  turn 
away  wrath. 


Wood's  Quarterly  Retrospect. — Messrs.  R.  &  G.  S.  Wood,  publishers, 
New  York,  have  sent  out  a  specimen  No.  of  a  new  periodical,  called 
u  Wood's  Quarterly  Retrospect  of  American  and  Foreign  Practical  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery."  This  No.  comprises  64  large  octavo  pages,  and  the 
price  is  one  dollar  a  year.  Being  quite  sure  that  the  price  is  too  small  to 
pay  even  for  the  press  work  and  paper,  the  only  way  by  which  it  appears 
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possible  to  sustain  it,  is  to  make  it  the  bearer  of  numerous  advertising 
sheets,  and  also  to  connect  it  with  the  publishers'  reprint  of  the  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  Review,  thus  Americanizing,  as  it  were,  that  already  popu- 
lar work.  These  retrospects  are  peculiar  to  the  present  day  :  who  ever 
heard  of  a  journal  exclusively  devoted  to  the  extraordinary  business  of 
re-printing  what  has  but  just  appeared — even  before  it  has  had  lime  to 
be  read — till  this  invention  of  retrospective  half-yearlies  and  quarterlies  ? 
Being  friendly  to  every  praisworthy  enterprise,  especially  if  it  relates  to 
our  profession,  we  trust  that  Wood's  Retrospect  may  succeed — beseech- 
ing the  editor,  whoever  he  may  be,  to  select  from  sources  that  will  com- 
mand respect  from  those  conversant  with  the  current  medical  literature  of 
the  times.  We  wish  it  had  been  possible  to  make  up  such  a  work  from 
American  authorities,  and  no  others.  Ranking's  and  Braithwaite's  half- 
yearly  abstracts  are  foreign,  almost  to  a  fault,  which  seems  to  render  it  un- 
necessary to  issue  any  more  matter  in  the  form  of  synopsos  from  foreign 
works.  Perhaps  the  second  No.  will  show  the  practicability  of  collecting 
American  opinions  in  medicine  and  surgery,  as  rules  of  practice,  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  characterizes  the  first.  Such  a  manifestation  of  pa- 
triotism would  raise  up  an  additional  number  of  friends  to  the  work. 


Diaphragm  Filter. — Every  family  in  a  city,  and  everywhere  else, 
habitually  in  the  use  of  water  that  comes  through  aqueduct  pipes,  would  be 
gratified  with  the  changes  effected  by  this  simple  instrument.  Why  it 
happened  to  be  christened  with  its  present  hard  anatomical  name,  is  an 
enigma  ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  effectually  detains  living  animalcules 
and  vegetable  remains,  or  whatever  contributes  to  the  impurity  of 
potable  water,  meets  general  approval.  Filters  have  usually  been  clumsy, 
complicated  things,  costing  too  much  to  be  extensively  adopted  ;  but  Mr. 
Jennison's  invention  far  outweighs  any  brought  to  our  notice,  on  account  of 
its  simplicity  of  mechanism,  being  never  in  danger  of  getting  out  of  or- 
der— and  if  it  should,  the  remedy  is  to  invert  the  box.  Long  Pond  water 
will  soon  be  wending  its  way  through  the  iron  pipes  in  Boston,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  the  best  of  water,  from  lakes  or  rivers,  is  vastly  improved 
by  passing  through  these  purifying  machines.  It  screws  on  readily,  even 
to  the  barrel  of  an  ordinary  pump — indeed,  wherever  needed,  there  it  may 
be  attached.  Mr.  Thacher  Beal,  451  Washington  street,  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, both  explains  the  principles  of  their  operation  and  provides  them 
for  applicants. 


Effects  of  Blisters  on  Young  Subjects. — We  have  been  accustom- 
ed to  view  John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  of  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  through  his  systematically-written  pages,  as  one  of  the 
most  eminent  teachers  in  America.  It  is  needless  to  refer  to  his  researches 
in  medical  jurisprudence,  to  substantiate  this  opinion,  since  that  work  is 
extensively  known.  One  of  the  latest  papers  from  his  pen  is  on  "  The 
Effects  of  Blisters  on  Young  Subjects."  He  arrives  at  this  conclusion, 
viz.,  "  that  blisters  are  much  more  powerful  in  their  agency  upon  the 
young  subject  than  upon  the  adult.  They  operate  with  more  rapidity, 
cause  a  greater  degree  of  irritation  and  constitutional  excitement,  and  their 
operation  is  frequently  followed  by  consequences  which  rarely  occur  in  the 
adult."    Again,  "in  nervous  and  irritable  habits,  I  have  myself  seen  a 
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state  of  things  thus  induced,  little  short  of  frenzy."  Further,  "  there  is 
an  opinion  prevalent — how  it  originated  I  know  not — that  blisters  are  in- 
nocent remedies  ;  if  they  do  no  good,  they  can  do  no  harm.  Now  this 
is  unquestionably  a  great  error,  and  has  been  productive  of  vast  mischief. 
Independently  of  the  unnecessary  suffering  which  they  may  occasion,  they 
sometimes  produce  death  by  being  the  manifest  cause  of  ulceration  and 
gangrene,  while  in  others  they  insidiously  aggravate  the  disease  they  were 
intended  to  relieve."  Finally,  Dr.  Beck  evidently  thinks  blisters,  especially 
on  young  children,  are  worse  than  nothing,  and  had  better  be  let  alone. 


Medical  Science  among  the  Arabs,-~-il  The  measure  relative  to  the  ad- 
mission into  the  medical  school  of  Galata-Serail  of  sons  of  Israelitish  pa- 
rents, has  just  been  put  into  execution.  The  numbei  of  Israelite  pupils 
has  been  fixed  at  thirty-eight,  and  twenty  have  already  begun  to  attend  the 
courses.  The  school  of  Galata-Serail  is  more  liberal,  therefore,  than  the 
University  at  Oxford,"  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that,  before  many  years, 
the  journals  will  teem  with  articles  from  educated  Turks,  Hebrews  and 
Arabs.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  already  distinguishes  the  social  state  in  the 
Sultan's  dominions,  and  the  study  of  medicine  holds  the  first  place  among 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  scientific  pursuits.  Perhaps  the  Ameri- 
can missionaries  have  contributed  to  this  good  result,  more  than  any  other 
class  of  foreigners  who  have  visited  Turkey.  Dissections  are  not  only 
tolerated,  but  sought,  and  the  government  offers  as  much  encouragement 
as  does  Ali  Pasha  in  Egypt. 


Boasted  Knowledge. — Mr.  Whitlaw,  the  inventor  of  the  kind  of  vapor 
bath  known  here  in  New  England,  particularly,  as  the  Whitlaw  Medicated 
Bath,  thus  speaks  of  himself,  in  a  letter,  dated  at  London,  Aug.  3d,  1847. 

"A  number  of  the  members  of  Parliament  wish  me  to  make  my  dis- 
coveries known.  My  method  of  curing  cancer,  scrofula,  mortification,  and 
every  description  of  cutaneous  disease  ;  also  the  mode  of  preventing  and 
curing  the  diseases  of  cattle  ;  and  my  system  of  agriculture,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  you  will  be  pleased  with.  I  wish  you  and  I  could  meet  before  I 
make  my  discoveries  known  to  the  public." 


Extraordinary  Animal  Growth.-^'The  N.  Y.  Courier  des  Etats  Unis 
says  that  Mr,  Glatz,  of  that  city,  has  a  child  which  affords  an  example  of 
the  freaks  of  nature  as  follows.  M  The  child  is  hardly  twenty-two  months 
old.  and  is  thirty-nine  inches  in  height.  Recently  it  grew  five  inches  in 
three  days,  and  then,  after  twelve  days  intermission,  it  grew  four  inches 
in  a  week.  As  the  Courier  is  informed  by  M.  Legrand,  the  French  physi- 
cian who  attended  it,  the  growth  has  been  three  inches  in  eight  days.  We 
add  with  regret  that  this  abnormal  development  has  exhausted  the  strength 
of  the  child,  which  is  reduced  to  such  a  state  that  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  can  be  seen  in  its  veins.  It  lives  only  by  the  nursing  it  receives,  and 
they  despair  of  raising  it." 


Ether  hi  Mania.— In  the  licensed  lunatic  wards  of  the  St.  Marylebone 
Infirmary,  Dt\  Boyd  has  tried  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether  in  four 
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cases,  one  chronic  and  three  acute,  of  violent  mania,  amongst  females,  with 
excellent  effect,  and  without  any  unfavorable  results.  The  tranquillizing 
effect  was  produced  at  various  intervals  of  from  two  to  ten  minules  ;  at  a 
time,  too,  when  the  patients  were  unusually  violent.  All  of  them  appear- 
ed to  become  intoxicated.  Before  this  effect  was  fully  produced,  their 
anger  in  every  instance  seemed  turned  to  joy — a  soporific  effect  was  the 
utmost  that  was  produced  in  any  case.  The  patient  in  whom  it  was  ad- 
ministered for  the  longest  time,  felt  the  prick  of  a  lancet  on  the  opening  of 
a  small  abscess.  Two  of  the  patients  slept  well  on  that  night.  In  the 
other  two  the  effects  were  only  temporary  ;  one  of  them  became  talkative  and 
troublesome  again  in  a  few  minutes,  but  was  less  violent  than  at  first.  The 
ether  was  administered  by  means  of  a  hollow  sponge,  just  large  enough 
to  cover  the  mouth  and  cartilages  of  the  nose,  the  opposite  end  of  the 
sponge  having  been  previously  moistened  with  half  an  ounce  of  ether,  the 
same  that  is  used  in  the  ether  apparatus  previous  to  operations.  A  sponge 
may  be  a  more  wasteful  way  of  using  the  ether ;  but  the  difficulty  of  ap- 
plying the  instrument  in  cases  of  insanity  would  be  often  very  great. 
Some  who  have  opportunities  may  feel  inclined  to  test  the  efficacy  of  ether 
in  such  cases  as  those  above  mentioned. — Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Harrison,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been  transferred 
from  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  to  that  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Dr.  Morehead,  resigned. — Bowel 
complaints  are  quite  common  at  the  West. — Dysenteric  affections,  which 
have  been  very  prevalent  and  fatal  in  New  England,  are  subsiding;  many 
deaths,  however,  still  occur. — Lectures  will  begin  at  Willoughby  Medical 
College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  3d.  The  Faculty  is  a 
strong  body,  in  whom  confidence  has  been  reposed  for  many  years. — Ty- 
phus fever  continues  to  linger  about  the  districts  of  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow, chiefly  caused  by  Irish  immigration.  From  25th  June  to  17th  Au- 
gust, no  fewer  than  26,335  Iri^h  have  arrived  at  Glasgow  ;  of  1150  fever 
paiients  admitted  into  the  hospitals  then,  750  were  Irish,  380  Scotch,  15 
English,  and  5  foreigners.  Another  Catholic  clergyman,  Dr.  Sinnot,  has 
fallen  a  victim  to  the  prevailing  typhus,  having  died  last  week  at  Greenock. 
The  returning  officer  for  the  board  at  Glasgow  has  also  been  taken  ill,  his 
being  the  fourteenth  case  of  attack  on  the  establishment. — Dr.  Quaranta, 
of  Naples,  has  been  commissioned  by  his  government  to  publish,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State,  a  description  of  the  surgical  instruments  discovered  at 
Herculaneum  and  Pompeii.  The  number  of  instruments  discovered  up  to 
1846,  amounted  to  284. 


To  Correspondents. — Communications  from  Drs.  Williams  and  Parker,  and  Claudian,  are 
received. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  2d.  111. — Males.  63 — females,  48. — 
Stillborn,  4.  Of  consumption,  17 — typhus  fever.  10 — disease  of  the  bowels,  23 — dysentery,  1G 
— diarrhoea,  9 — inflammation  of  the  stomach,  2 — drowned,  3 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1— 
infantile,  G — lung  fever,  1 — convulsions,  1 — canker.  2 — accidental,  1 — ulcers,  1 — marasmus,  3 — 
croup,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — cholera  infantum,  2 — disease  of  the  kidneys.  1 — scarlet  fever, 
3 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — haemorrhage,  1 — pleurisy.  1 — dropsy,  2 — paralysis,  2. 

Under  5  years,  44 — between  5  and  20  years,  13 — between  20  and  40  years ,  30 — between  40  and 
60  years,  19 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Cod-Liver  Oil  in  Struma. — Having  mentioned  the  use  of  cod-liver  oil 
in  the  strumous  diathesis,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  corroborat- 
ing the  testimony  of  those  (and,  among  the  rest,  of  Dr.  Bennett)  who  have 
extolled  the  use  of  this  medicine  in  strumous  diseases  in  general.  I  have 
seen  it  do  what  I  never  saw  any  other  remedy  effect,  i.  e.  reduce  to  the 
natural  size  amygdalae  that  were  enlarged  from  the  period  of  extreme  youth. 
A  most  remarkable  instance  was  that  of  a  young  lady,  aged  about  19, 
whose  amygdalae  were  as  large  as  small  walnuts,  and  which  I  treated 
without  effect  for  two  years,  both  by  iodine  internally,  and  nitrate  of  silver 
locally.  A  three  months'  course  of  cod-liver  oil  left  no  trace  of  the  disease 
behind.  Under  the  influence  of  this  oil,  the  enlargement  of  the  cervical 
glands  in  young  persons  of  a  scrofulous  habit  frequently  disappears,  and 
the  tendency  to  the  formation  of  phthisis  and  the  recurrence  of  strumous 
haemoptysis  is  occasionally  overcome.  In  persons  of  a  consumptive  ten- 
dency I  consider  this  as  a  valuable  addition  to  our  remedies. 

Having  mentioned  the  spitting  of  blood  that  so  frequently  forms  the  first 
obvious  symptom  of  consumption,  a  remarkable  case  is  brought  to  my 
memory  which  I  saw  along  with  Dr.  Stokes  and  Mr.  Corr.  It  was  that  of 
a  young  man,  a  partner  in  an  extensive  manufactory  in  this  city,  who 
was  attacked  on  his  birth-day  with  a  spitting  of  blood.  The  disease 
did  not  recur  until  his  next  birth-day,  and  thus  he  was  attacked  for  several 
successive  birth-days.  The  last  haemoptysis  ushered  in  the  usual  train  of 
symptoms  attending  on  galloping  consumption.  The  recurrence  of  the 
symptoms  on  his  birth-day  evidently  arose,  not  from  any  real  periodicity  in 
the  disease,  but  from  nervous  and  vascular  excitement  produced  by  appre- 
hension.— Dr.  Graves,  in  Dublin  Quart  prly  Jour,  of  Med.  Science. 


BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY— Session  1847-8. 
The  Annual  Lectures  in  this  Institution  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  end  the 
latter  part  of  February. 

Chapin  A.  Harris,  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  ol  Dental  Surgery. 
Thos.  E.  Bond,  .Jr.  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 
W.  R.  Handy,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Amos  Westcott,  A.M.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Operative  and  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
Cyreneus  O.  Cone,  D.D.S.  Demonstrator  of  Mechanical  Dentistry. 
The  College  is  furnished  with  every  facility  for  a  thorough  Practical  as  well  as  Theoretical  Educa- 
tion.   Each  student  is  required  to  devote  from  4  to  6  hours  of  every  day  in  the  Mechanical  and  Sur- 
gical Departments.  \V.  R,  HANDY,  Dean. 
Baltimore,  Aug.  20,  1847.                             Sept.  1.— ewtNov.  1. 


GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Austin  Flint,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  Webster,  M.D. 
Obstetrics  and  Medical  .Jurisprudence,  by  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  I'harmacy,  by  James  Hadley,  M.D. 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 
General  Pathology  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
The  fees  for  the  Course,  $fi2.    Matriculation  fee,  $3.    Boarding,  including  the  expenses  of  room, 
fuel  and  light,  from  $1,50  to  §2,25  per  week. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  daily  through  the  course,  at  which  a  great  variety  of  cayes 
and  operations  are  presented.  The  cabinet  of  Materia  Medica  is  complete ;  and  the  Pathological  de- 
partment has  been  enriched  by  recent  purchase*  at  home  and  abroad.  The  most  ample  material  lor 
dissection  will  be  supplied  at  all  times  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

JVeiv  York,  July  12,  1847.  July21— ept021  CHARLES  A.  LEE,  Dean. 

FRESH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES, 

Of  superior  quality,  carefully  prepared  for  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favorable  terms, 
at  83  rremont  Row,  Boston,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10.— tf  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf.) 


DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTER. 
This  newly-invented  instrument  for  reducing  fractures  and  dislocations— Also,  single  and  double 
pad  Glass  Trusses,  Reinhardt's  manufacture,  and  Dr.  Cutter's  Abdominal  Supporters,  for  sale  by 
N.  HUNT,  Surgical  Instrument  manufacturer,  128  Washington  street.  Sejit.30, — tf 
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BLEEDING  AND  ANTIMONY  IN  THE  17TH  CENTURY. 

[Guy  Patin,  who  was  born  in  France  in  the  year  1601,  was  perhaps 
the  most  daring  phlebotomist  on  record.  A  new  edition  of  a  work  con- 
taining letters  written  by  him,  with  a  biographical  notice,  has  lately  been 
published  in  Paris.  We  learn  from  it  that  he  made  little  or  no  use  of 
dru£s,  except  as  purgatives,  and  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  use  of 
opium,  cinchona,  and  antimony,  which  was  then  beginning  to  be  intro- 
duced into  medical  practice.  The  following  brief  extracts  will  show  his 
partiality  for  the  lancet,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  was  wont  to  carry 
its  use.] 

"  —  died  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age,  of  a  continuous  fever  of  twelve 
days  duration,  for  which  only  two  small  bleedings  were  performed.  So 
much  for  bleeding  in  Italy !  About  that  time  my  son  was  very  ill ; 
but  I  rescued  him  from  a  bad  condition  of  continued  fever  into  which  he 
had  unfortunately  fallen,  quia  adolescentuli  semper  stulte  agunt,  by  means 
of  twenty  free  bleedings  from  the  arms  and  feet,  with  at  least  a  dozen 
good  purgations  with  cassia,  senna,  and  syrup  of  pale  roses,  without 
ever  using  your  bezoards,  juleps,  cordials,  or  confections  of  hyacinth,  or 
alkermes;  and  yet  Godhas  preserved  him  to  me,  in  such  a  manner  that 
lie  has  not  lost  even  a  single  lecture.         *  *  *  Our 

Paris  people  usually  take  but  little  exercise,  drink  and  eat  a  great  deal, 
and  become  very  plethoric ;  and  in  this  condition  they  are  never  relieved 
of  any  disease  that  may  attack  them,  if  bleeding  is  not  powerfully  and 
copiously  first  resorted  to ;  and  yet,  if  it  is  not  an  acute  disease,  the 
effects  are  not  so  soon  visible  as  from  purgation.  About  the  year  1633, 
M.  Cousinot,  now  first  Physician  of  the  King,  was  attacked  by  a  severe 
and  violent  rheumatism,  for  which  he  was  bled  sixty-four  times  in  eight 
months,  by  order  of  his  father  and  M.  Bouvard.  After  being  so  often 
bled,  they  began  to  purge  him,  by  which  he  was  much  relieved,  and  at 
last  cured.  The  idiots  who  know  nothing  of  our  art,  imagine  that  to 
purge  is  sufficient :  but  they  are  much  mistaken  ;  for  if  bleeding  has 
not  preceded,  to  repress  the  impetuosity  of  the  wandering  humor,  to 
empty  the  large  vessels,  and  correct  the  in  temperature  of  the  liver, 
which  produces  this  serosity,  purging  would  not  prove  useful.  I  have 
heard  him  say  himself  that  the  bleeding  would  have  alone  cured  him, 
and  that  without  it  the  purging  would  have  been  of  no  avail.  Formerly, 
11 
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I  was  called  to  a  young  gentleman  of  this  place,  7  years  of  age,  who 
fell  ill  of  an  acute  pleurisy.  His  guardian  disliked  bleeding  very  much, 
and  I  could  only  oppose  his  hatred  of  it  by  a  piece  of  good  advice  that 
he  should  call  in  two  of  our  seniors,  MM.  Seguin  and  Cousinot.  The 
lad  was  bled  thirteen  times  and  cured  as  if  by  a  charm,  so  that  the  guar- 
dian himself  was  converted.  #  #  #  # 
Since  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  have  been  seized  with  so  horrible  a  cold 
that  I  have  been  obliged  to  quit  everything  and  go  to  bed,  where  I 
have  been  bled  seven  times.  God  be  praised  1  am  now  rid  of  it,  and 
only  want  strength.  *  *  #  *  * 
To  prevent  the  marks  of  the  smallpox,  we  employ  here  tepid  almond 
oil.  But  I  think  the  best  remedy  is  bold  venesection  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease  ad  cotemporandum  fervorem  et  extinguendam 
acrimoniam  sanguinis  exuberantis  ex  utrdque  basilica,  and  steeping,  dur- 
ing the  first  twelve  days,  the  eyes  and  the  face  ex  aqua  optima  tepida; 
qualem  hie  habemus  sequanicam,  so  as  to  procure  the  evaporation  of  his 
malignant  humor  imprisoned  under  the  skin.  *  *  * 
I  have  just  been  reading  something  of  your  Sennertus  ;  1  am  quite  in  a 
rage  ;  first,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  faults  there  is,  and  secondly, 
because  this  good  man  was  new  at,  and  understood  little  of,  practice. 
He  knows  nothing  about  bleeding  old  persons  and  children  ;  for  see 
what  he  says  at  p.  616  of  his  first  volume.  This  miserable  example 
excites  my  pity.  I  think  the  poor  man  has  scarcely  ever  seen  any  pa- 
tients, and  that  nullus  fuit  in  praxi  saltern  admodum  indiguit  Delio  Na- 
tatore.  If  we  acted  thus  at  Paris  all  our  patients  would  quickly  die. 
We  cure  patients  more  than  80  years  old  by  bleeding,  and  bleed,  just 
as  successfully,  and  without  any  ill  effects,  children  two  or  three  months 
old.  I  could  point  out  at  least  two  hundred  persons  living  here  who 
were  bled  in  their  infancy.  I  think  the  patients  in  Germany  are  much 
to  be  pitied  with  such  physicians,  who  have  indeed  only  the  names  of  the 
qualities  they  bear,  and  who,  understanding  nothing  of  remedies  or  me- 
thod, seek  for  the  secrets  of  chemistry  in  Paracelsus  and  Crollius,  who 
were  never  physicians  at  all.  A  day  does  not  pass  in  Paris  in  which  we 
do  not  bleed  several  infants  at  the  breast  and  septuagenarians  qui  singuli 
feliciter  inde  convalescunt.  There  is  not  a  woman  in  Paris  who  does 
not  believe  in  its  efficacy,  and  who  would  refuse  to  allow  her  infant  to 
be  bled  for  the  fever  of  smallpox  or  measles,  convulsions,  or  teething,  so 
convinced  have  they  become  by  experience."  ' 

[As  already  mentioned,  Patin  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  use  of 
antimony.  Others,  also,  were  opposed  to  the  use  of  this  drug,  and  j 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  in  1566  and  1615,  passed  solemn  decrees 
against  it  as  a  virulent  poison,  which  were  even  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment, though  afterwards  formally  reversed.  Patin  retained  his  opposition 
to  the  last,  and  when  the  voun^  king  Louis  XIV.  fell  ill  at  Calais,  and 
antimony  was  administered  and  received  the  credit  of  curing  him,  Patin 
utterly  denied  its  agency,  and  gave  the  following  version  of  the  cure.] 

"  The  king  is  a  well-made,  strong  and  tall  prince,  20  years  of  age, 
who  has  never  drank  or  injured  his  frame  by  any  kind  of  debauchery. 
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His  disease  was  but  an  excess  of  heat  from  having  ridden  too  long  in 
a  burning  sun,  which,  according  to  Galen,  is  one  of  the  most  powerful 
external  causes  of  disease ;  assisted  by  the  infected  air  of  the  marshy 
districts  in  which  the  army  is  encamped.  It  was  a  putrid  continued 
fever,  which  only  required  bleeding  and  a  refreshing  diet,  with  slight 
purgatives.  *  ***** 

Three  purgative  a pozeraes,  composed  of  cassia  and  senna,  were  prepared; 
The  Cardinal  inquired  if  there  was  anything  unusual  to  be  put  into  them. 
Esprit,  physician  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  said  some  of  the  emetic  wine 
might  be  added.  Pretty  politics  these  of  our  times  !  The  physician 
of  the  next  heir  and  immediate  successor  to  the  crown  called  into  con- 
sultation, and  daring  to  prescribe  his  stibial  poison.  If  his  advice  had 
been  followed  and  the  kin^  had  died,  his  master  would  have  become 

"  ~  ~.  ....  -w  i 

king,  and  he  the  king's  first  physician.  Non  sic  ernt  in  principio.  For- 
merly the  physicians  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  were  never  called  in 
to  a  sick  king,  for  very  good  political  reasons  ;  but  now-a-days  every- 
thing is  reversed.  Guenant  stated  that  the  emetic  was  in  no  wise 
to  be  feared  if  only  a  little  were  used,  and  Mazarin,  therefore,  di- 
rected it  to  be  given,  an  ounce  of  the  wine  being  placed  in  three  doses. 
The  king  took  one  of  these,  which  in  two  hours  began  to  act,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day  he  went  twenty-two  times  to  stool,  which  fatigued  him 
much.  In  the  evening  his  fever  was  much  increased  ;  he  passed  a  very 
bad  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  they  were  obliged  to  bleed  him,  and 
regretted  having  given  him  the  antimony,  for  if  matters  had  become 
still  worse  from  it  they  would  not  have  failed  to  have  suffered.  The 
king  was  again  bled  twice,  and  then  re-purged,  after  which  he  felt  better. 
So  foolish  is  it  then  to  say  that  the  emetic  wine  saved  him,  since  he  took 
as  little  as  could  be ;  and  no  other  medicine  would  he  take  until  they 
swore  to  him  it  contained  none  of  it,  so  much  did  he  detest  it.  What 
saved  the  king  was  his  innocence,  his  age  and  strength,  nine  good  bleed- 
ings, and  the  prayers  of  worthy  people  like  us,  and  especially  of  the 
courtiers  and  officers,  who  would  have  been  terribly  afflicted  at  his  death,- 
particularly  Mazarin." 

[After  the  decree  for  reversing  the  edict  against  antimony  was  passed, 
Patin  writes  : — ] 

"  These  gentlemen  declare  a  poison  is  not  a  poison  in  the  hands  of 
the  physician.  They  speak  against  their  own  experience,  for  most  of 
them  have  killed  their  wives,  their  children,  or  their  friends,  with  it;  and 
they  speak  well  of  the  drug  in  order  to  curry  favor  with  the  apothecaries, 
although  they  do  not  dare  to  taste  a  drop  of  it  themselves.  I  console 
myself;  for  there  must  be  heresies  in  order  that  good  men  may  be  proved  ; 
but  it  has  never  been  my  humor  to  worship  the  golden  calf,  or  to  con- 
sider fortune  as  a  goddess.  God  preserve  me  from  doing  so  in  future. 
I  am  content  with  the  mediocrity  of  mine,  peace  and  little.  When 
the  wind  changes,  all  these  champions  of  antimony  will  be  dissipated 
like  the  smoke  of  their  own  furnaces.  Ipsi  peribunt :  dii  meliora  piis 
—  Vale." 
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BURNETT'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID. 

[We  find  the  following  remarks,  on  the  use  of  the  chloride  of  zinc  as  a 
disinfecting  agent,  in  a  late  No.  of  the  London  Lancet.  This  is  not 
the  article  alluded  to  in  last  week's  Journal ;  but  whether  it  is  in  any  way  su- 
perior to  that,  as  by  the  representations  here  made  appears  to  be  the 
case,  time  alone  can  determine.  The  subject  is  at  all  times  an  important 
one,  and  any  substance  which  is  put  forth,  on  good  authority,  as  effect- 
ing  so  much  good  as  is  claimed  for  this  fluid,  should  receive  the  attention 
of  the  medical  profession.] 

The  cloride  of  zinc  in  solution,  it  appears  from  a  parliamentary  docu- 
ment which  has  just  been  issued,  has  been  employed  extensively  as  a 
disinfectant  in  dissecting  rooms,  the  wards  of  hospitals,  and  in  the  royal 
navy,  and,  according  to  the  reports  which  we  have  seen,  has  been  emi- 
nently successful  in  effecting  the  objects  for  which  it  is  designed.  The 
medical  officers  at  Haslar  Hospital  state  that  it  has  been  used  in  that 
Hospital  in  the  close-stools  of  patients  affected  with  dysentery,  in  the 
water-closets  and  cesspools,  and  also  in  the  wards,  when  the  air  was 
tainted  by  purulent  expectoration  or  discharge  from  sores,  with  the  effect 
of  immediately  removing  the  disagreeable  odors.  It  has  also  been  used 
in  the  surgery  with  good  effect,  in  removing  the  smell  of  putrefying 
animal  substances,  and  the  odor  of  dead  bodies  under  inspection  ;  when 
employed  as  a  dressing  to  ulcers,  it  removes  the  disagreeable  smell  of 
purulent  matter,  and,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  clear  solution  to 
eighteen  of  water,  it  preserves  subjects  of  natural  history  from  putrefac- 
tion, and  in  a  fit  state  of  anatomical  inspection,  after  more  than  a  year 
has  elapsed.  A  similar  testimony  in  favor  of  the  solution  of  the  chlo- 
ride, is  borne  by  the  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Marine  Hospital  at 
Woolwich,  who  adds,  "  the  great  advantage  which  the  chlorde  of  zinc 
possesses  over  other  agents  employed  for  a  like  purpose,  is,  that  it  re- 
moves the  disagreeable  effluvium,  without  leaving  one  little  less  offensive 
in  its  room,  and  may  therefore  be  made  use  of  wherever  this  effect  is 
required — in  private  as  well  as  public  buildings,  in  the  sick  bed-cham- 
ber no  less  than  in  the  crowded  ward.  The  method  adopted,  at 
this  Hospital,  is  to  supply  each  of  the  wards  with  a  bottle  of  the  diluted 
solution,  which  the  nurses  have  directions  to  use  whenever  occasion  may 
require,  besides  sprinkling  it  over  the  floors  before  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning visits  are  made." 

Its  utility  in  the  dissecting-room  is  confirmed  by  the  statements  made 
by  Mr.  Bowman,  Dr.  Sharpey,  Mr.  Partridge,  Dr.  Murray  and  Dr.  V. 
Pettigrew,  who  concur  in  asserting,  that  in  a  proper  degree  of  dilution 
its  success  is  complete,  and  that  it  appears  to  preserve  the  color  and  tex- 
ture of  the  parts  very  admirably.  It  has,  further,  the  very  important 
advantage  of  not  acting  on  the  steel  instruments  employed,  being  in  this 
respect  equal  to  alcohol.  Dr.  Methven  especially  mentions  an 
instance  in  which  the  solution  corrected  advancing  putrescence,  and 
enabled  him  to  dissect  during  July.  He  believes,  further,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  saving  many  valuable  lives,  which  are  annually  lost  by  wounds 
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received  in  the  course  of  dissection,  as,  while  dissecting  this  putrid  body, 
he  cut  himself  several  times,  and  once  received  a  punctured  wound, 
without  any  bad  consequences  arising.  Mr.  M'Bain,  of  the  "  Mastiff," 
adds  his  testimony  "  to  the  rapid  and  perfect  effects  of  the  chloride  of 
zinc  solution  upon  animal  matter  in  a  state  of  putrefaction.  Having  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  dissecting  or  examining  large  fish,  he,  cast  on 
shore,  whilst  undergoing  decomposition,  the  task  has  been  occasionally 
anything  but  agreeable,  for  want  of  a  convenient  power  to  destroy  the 
putrefactive  process.  The  chloride  in  these  cases  acts  like  magic  ;  and 
as  a  great  practical  agent  over  one  of  the  most  important  conditions  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matter — viz.,  putrefaction,  it  stands  unrivalled."  Its 
influence  on  board  ship,  in  annihilating  the  offensive  smell  of  bilge-water, 
and  in  sweetening  between  decks,  is  shown  by  the  united  evidence  of 
captains,  surgeons,  and  masters  in  the  royal  navy.  Among  other  ves- 
sels it  was  used  on  board  the  "  Victoria  and  Albert,"  royal  yacht,  to 
remove  a  more  than  ordinary  stench  of  bilge-water,  and  other  offensive 
odors,  with  the  most  complete  success.  The  surgeon  states  that  she 
lias  remained  comparatively  sweet  ever  since,  and  when  a  bilge-water 
smell  is  occasionally  perceptible,  a  slight  application  of  the  fluid  removes 
it.  The  solution  has  also  been  used  for  very  disgusting  privies,  &c, 
effluvia  from  which  it  quickly  neutralizes. 

Mr.  Henderson,  the  Surgeon  to  the  Dock-yard  at  Portsmouth,  has 
employed  the  fluid  in  a  severe  case  of  open  cancer,  the  fcetor  from  which 
was  intolerable  to  the  patient  and  attendants ;  this  it  destroyed  so  long 
as  the  dressings  were  kept  moist  therewith*  Professor  Quain  has  used 
it,  he  says,  in  the  treatment  of  sloughing  tumors  with  beneficial  results, 
and  he  has  no  doubt  it  will  supplant  the  chloride  of  lime  and  soda  alto- 
gether in  the  removal  of  foetid  odor.  Mr.  Gibson,  Surgeon  of  the 
"  Eurydice,"  employed  it  in  a  case  of  angry  ulcer,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  part  to  four  of  water.  An  eschar  was  the  result,  the  separation 
of  which  left  the  ulcer  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Several  naval  and  other  medical  men  have  employed  it  as  a  disinfect- 
ant in  hospitals,  and  on  board  ship,  the  general  result  being  a  marked 
diminution  in  the  rate  of  mortality.  Dr.  Lindsay,  Dr.  Cronin,  and  Dr. 
Connor,  of  Cork,  all  bear  testimony  to  its  beneficial  effects.  Mr.  Ver- 
ling,  Surgeon  of  the  "  Vengeance,"  thus  speaks  : — 

"  Having  used  the  chloride  of  zinc  rather  extensively  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  ship  '  Vengeance,'  whilst  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
troops,  I  think  proper  to  report  to  you  the  result  thereof.  We  carried 
the  first  battalion  of  the  forty-second  regiment,  consisting  of  about  700 
men,  women  and  children,  from  Malta  to  Bermuda.  Measles  had  pre- 
vailed epidemically  in  the  regiment  previously  to  their  embarkation,  but 
we  received  none  on  board  laboring  under  the  disease ;  yet,  after  being 
ten  days  at  sea,  several  cases  occurred  simultaneously  among  the  soldiers, 
and,  on  the  1st  of  April,  having  been  then  a  month  at  sea,  the  disease 
appeared  among  our  own  people,  ten  cases  occurring  on  that  day,  and 
from  that  day  to  the  15th  of  the  month,  when  we  arrived  at  Bermuda, 
fresh  cases  were  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  either  among  our  own  peo- 
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pie  or  the  troops.  On  getting  rid  of  the  troops,  which  we  did  at  Bermuda, 
my  attention  was  of  course  specially  directed  to  every  means  whereby  the 
contagion  could  be  destroyed.  Cleanliness  and  ventilation  were  duly 
attended  to,  and  every  part  of  the  ship  where  the  sick  had  been,  after  being 
cleaned  and  aired,  was  sponged  well  over  with  the  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc 
several  times.  Than  the  result,  nothing  could  be  better ;  the  disease  totally 
ceased,  no  fresh  case  occurring  after.  On  our  passage  from  Halifax,  with 
the  sixtieth  regiment  on  board,  the  weather  was  so  bad,  and  the  ship 
working  so  much,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  open  any  of  the  lower- 
deck  ports,  on  which  deck  the  whole  of  the  people  lived,  troops  as  well 
as  our  own  people,  for  eight  days  ;  the  air  throughout  the  deck  was  ex- 
ceedingly vitiated  with  every  mixture  of  noxious  smell,  but  the  free  use 
of  the  chloride  of  zinc  tended,  in  a  most  surprising  manner,  to  do  away 
with  the  bad  smell  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment  came 
to  me  to  get  some  to  use  in  the  part  of  the  ship  where  the  ladies  of  the 
officers  were.  The  effect  of  the  chloride  of  zinc  is  most  obvious  in 
correcting  all  bad  and  offensive  effluvia  ;  and  from  the  sudden  and  sur- 
prising manner  in  which  the  measles  disappeared  after  its  use,  it  is  not, 
I  think,  too  much  to  say,  that  it  must  have  been  very  instrumental  in 
decomposing  the  miasm,  or  state  of  atmosphere  in  the  ship,  which  tended 
to  the  generation  of  the  disease." 

From  all  these  statements,  then,  it  is  clear  that  the  solution  of  the 
chloride  of  zinc  is  a  powerful  agent  in  neutralizing  noxious  gases,  and 
in  arresting  the  progress  of  decomposition.  Sir  W.  Burnett  has  there- 
fore rendered,  by  its  discovery,  a  great  benefit  to  suffering  humanity. 
On  board  ship,  its  influence  in  removing  the  offensive  odors  from  bilge-wa- 
ter can  hardly  be  too  highly  estimated,  while  its  action  in  sweetening 
the  wards  of  hospitals,  and  destroying  noxious  and  infectious  effluvia, 
seems  to  be  equally  evident. 


INHALATION  OF  ETHER  IN  LAROR. 
By  Jonathan  Clark,  M.D. 

Mrs.  N.,  of  Blockley,  aged  26,  was  taken  unwell  on  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday,  the  14th  of  September.  She  complained  of  great  weakness, 
vertigo,  sickness  of  stomach,  and  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs.  The 
bowels  were  disturbed  several  times  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  ; 
the  evacuations  were  black  and  very  fetid.  The  matter  ejected  from  the 
stomach,  as  she  vomited  repeatedly,  was  also  of  a  bilious  character. 
Her  constitution  had  been  very  much  impaired  three  years  since,  by  an 
attack  of  autumnal  fever,  from  the  effects  of  which  she  has  not  yet 
recovered. 

During  this  her  first  pregnancy,  she  has  suffered  much  from  indiges- 
tion, a  train  of  nervous  symptoms  of  a  distressing  character,  together 
with  general  azdema. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  a  restless  night,  of  which  she  has 
no  recollection,  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  which  continued  to 
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recur  ;  the  interval  between  the  convulsions  decreasing,  while  the  vio- 
lence and  duration  of  the  paroxysms  increased.  At  10  o'clock,  when  I 
saw  her,  she  had  had  six  convulsions. 

Her  perceptive  faculties  were  altogether  obliterated.  As  each  parox- 
ysm subsided,  she  was  observed  to  recover  her  faculties  less  perfectly, 
till  they  were  wholly  lost,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  ability  to 
feel  pain,  which  appeared  to  be  regained  simultaneously  with  the  power 
of  the  uterus  to  contract ;  a  slight  contraction  of  which  served  only  to 
usher  in  another  paroxysm.  An  examination  showed  that  but  little  pro- 
gress had  been  made  in  the  labor  ;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  extent 
of  an  inch  and  a  half,  the  membranes  were  entire,  and  the  head  was 
presenting.  Her  pulse  was  110  in  the  minute.  As  she  had  complained 
of  headache  before  the  convulsions  came  on,  and  as  the  pulse  appeared 
of  a  character  to  bear  it,  I  took  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm. 

This  had  no  favorable  effect.  On  the  contrary,  the  spasms  continued 
to  increase  in  force  and  frequency.  The  pulse  rose  to  135  in  a  minute, 
becoming  much  weaker.  The  extremities  became  cold,  notwithstand- 
ing the  application  of  sinapisms,  and  the  surface  was  generally  cold  and 
clammy,  and  of  a  livid  hue.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  the  vapor  of  ether  might  act  as  a  stimulant,  and  also  change 
the  disordered  action  then  existing.  By  administering  the  vapor,  a  worse 
state  of  things  could  not  be  induced  than  already  existed,  for  it  was  evi- 
dent to  me,  from  the  untoward  progress  the  case  had  made,  that  a  few 
more  convulsions  would  destroy  her. 

All  hope  of  a  favorable  result  was  lost,  inasmuch  as  the  labor  made 
no  perceptible  progress.  The  lethargy  succeeding  a  paroxysm  of  con- 
vulsions was  accompanied  by  a  want  of  contractile  power  in  ihe  uterus, 
and  as  soon  as  this  was  in  a  measure  regained,  and  the  uterus  began  to 
contract,  another  paroxysm  would  occur,  preventing  the  further  progress 
of  the  labor. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1  thought  that  if  I  could  substitute  the 
lethargy  from  the  inhalation  of  ether,  for  the  existing  one,  there  would 
be  a  great  point  gained  ;  the  one  putting  an  entire  stop  to  the  labor,  the 
other  having  no  such  effect. 

During  the  interval  between  each  paroxysm,  I  had  examined  the  state 
of  the  os  uteri,  hoping  to  find  it  dilated  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  intro- 
duce my  hand  for  the  purpose  of  turning,  but  this  was  not  the  case,  as 
there  was  very  little  dilatation.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  ninth  parox- 
ysm had  passed  off,  I  applied  a  sponge,  well  moistened  with  ether,  over 
the  mouth  and  nostrils.  The  patient  soon  began  to  rub  her  nose  violently, 
pushing  away  the  sponge  as  soon  as  it  was  re-applied,  till  she  was  pre- 
vented by  holding  her  hands.  Her  countenance  in  a  minute  or  two  lost 
its  deathly  hue,  and  resumed  a  more  natural  appearance.  In  less  than 
ten  minutes  the  whole  surface  became  warm,  and  much  more  natural. 

The  pulse  fell  to  125;  the  interval  between  the  paroxysms  increased 
more  than  one  half,  and  their  duration,  when  they  did  occur,  was  much 
lessened.  Uterine  contractions  now  ceased  to  have  their  former  effect 
of  bringing  on  the  convulsions,  so  that  I  could  observe  several  distinct 
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and  efficient  pains  or  contractions  between  the  paroxysms.  The  os  uteri, 
as  a  consequence,  began  to  dilate,  but  not  as  yet  sufficiently  to  admit  of 
the  introduction  of  the  hand. 

I  did  not  venture  to  apply  the  sponge  long  enough  to  produce  a  com- 
plete lethargy,  but  removed  it  when  her  opposition  to  its  application  in  a 
measure  ceased.  I  was  fearful,  if  a  complete  state  of  lethargy  was  in- 
duced in  her  then  low  condition,  she  might  not  re-act.  Alter  being 
three  hours  and  half  under  the  influence  of  the  ether,  the  uterus  was 
sufficiently  dilatable  to  admit  of  the  gradual  introduction  of  the  hand, 
the  membranes  which  were  still  entire,  were  ruptured,  and  I  succeeded 
in  obtaining  one  foot,  which  was  brought  down  and  secured  with  a  tape. 
Owing  to  the  ungovernable  restlessness  of  my  patient,  and  to  the  powerful 
contractions  of  the  uterus,  I  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  the  other;  and 
when  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  it  partly  down,  it  offered  so  much  re- 
sistance to  my  efforts,  that  I  was  apprehensive  it  might  not  be  a  fellow 
to  the  one  I  had.  After  comparing  the  direction  of  the  toes,  I  ven- 
tured to  exert  a  little  more  force,  and  brought  away  the  child. 

It  was  still  living,  though  much  exhausted  ;  the  lungs  required  inflation 
before  it  breathed,  but  after  respiration  was  once  established  it  did  very 
well.    The  placenta  came  away  promptly,  and  there  was  no  flooding. 

No  vapor  was  given  after  the  child  was  delivered.  The  mother  still 
continued  in  a  stupor,  with  convulsions  at  intervals  of  forty-five  minutes, 
till  4  o'clock  next  morning,  when  they  ceased.  She  took,  during  the 
night,  as  an  antispasmodic,  forty  drops  of  tr.  assafoetida  in  milk,  at  inter- 
vals of  two  hours.  In  the  evening  her  pulse  was  128,  and  quite  feeble. 
I  should  mention  that  the  convulsions  had  diminished  in  force,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  till  they  ceased. 

At  8  in  the  morning,  the  stupor  still  continuing,  she  took  ten  grains  of 
calomel,  and  in  one  hour  a  teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of  senna,  which 
was  repeated  every  hour  for  four  hours,  when  it  operated  on  the  bowels, 
producing  copious  black  and  very  fetid  evacuations.  From  this  time  she  re- 
covered rapidly  ;  the  day  following  she  noticed  some  things  and  answered 
questions.  Her  tongue  had  been  sadly  bitten  ;  she  could  not  account 
for  its  soreness  ;  has  no  recollection  of  anything  that  has  occurred,  and 
thinks  it  strange  that  her  child  could  have  been  born  without  her  know- 
ledge. In  two  weeks  she  was  about  her  room,  having  convalesced  rapidly 
without  an  unpleasant  symptom.  The  child,  a  fine  hoy,  is  doing  well. — 
Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. 


OVARIAN  TUMOR. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  for  a  short  time  past  attended  upon  a  surgical  case  which 
to  me  has  been  very  interesting  (and  probably  will  be  to  most  of  the 
numerous  readers  of  your  valuable  Journal),  I  send  you  a  history  for  in- 
sertion, hoping  you  will  pardon  me  for  troubling  you  with  it. 

Mrs.  Colins,  of  this  town,  aged  35,  had,  for  three  years  previous  to 
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my  seeing  her,  been  troubled  with  aseites  abdominalis  (of  Cullen),  arising 
from  (as  her  attending  physician  called  it)  liver  complaint,  with  which 
she  was  troubled  two  or  three  years  previous.  The  operation  of  para- 
centesis was  performed  several  times,  relieving  her  temporarily.  The 
quantity  of  fluid  drawn  at  the  several  times  was  nearly  one  hundred 
gallons.  The  usual  treatment  was  practised.  Hydragogue  cathartics 
were  ordered  ;  also  diuretics,  tonics,  auxiliaries,  &,c3  too  numerous  to 
mention,  but  all  to  no  effect. 

About  a  year  since  she  discovered  a  tumor  on  the  right  side,  about 
the  size  of  the  human  heart.  This  continued  to  increase  rapidly,  up  to 
the  time  of  my  seeing  her,  and  was  occasionally  examined  by  her  attend- 
ing physician  and  several  others,  some  calling  it  uterine  dropsy,  others 
uterine  polypus,  uterine  hydatids,  ovarian  hydatids,  ovarian  scirrhus,  &c. 
&tc.  Some  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  neither  of  the  above  organs 
were  diseased,  and  could  give  it  no  name  (except  tumor).  Ten  months 
after  its  appearance,  I  was  called  in  consultation,  the  family  supposing 
she  would  live  but  a  short  time,  as  her  distress  and  pain  were  excessive. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  a  tumor  occupying  both  sides  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  lying  directly  across  it,  which  it  nearly  filled,  giving  her  the 
appearance  of  a  woman  at  the  full  period  of  gestation.  It  was  fourteen 
inches  in  iength,  eight  from  above  below,  and  about  six  in  depth.  The 
uterus  was  low  in  the  vagina,  and  thickened  or  enlarged  as  much  as  it 
should  be  two  months  after  conception.  Her  catamenia  had  been  regu- 
lar (or  nearly  so)  since  her  first  sickness,  up  to  this  time.  I  advised  an 
operation  for  ovarian  ascites  (or  a  collection  of  pus),  as  I  thought  I 
could  plainly  feel  a  fluctuation.  Upon  hearing  this,  more  experienced 
council  were  sent  for,  as  the  doctors  present  did  not  agree  with  me,  as 
to  the  locality  or  nature  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Spencer,  of  Champion, 
Jefferson  Co.,  an  old  and  experienced  surgeon,  came,  and  upon  exa- 
mination found  the  above  symptoms  present,  and  called  it  ovarian  hyper- 
trophy. He  tapped  her  for  her  original  ascites,  and  at  the  same  time 
passed  the  trocar  partly  into  the  tumor,  but  to  no  effect,  except  producing 
the  discharge  of  about  a  pint  of  water  streaked  with  blood.  He  then 
punctured  on  the  left  side  with  as  little  success  (the  former  was  in  the 
linea  alba).  The  doctor  then  desisted,  made  up  a  prescription,  and  left  her 
in  my  care,  telling  her  at  the  same  time  that  she  must  soon  die,  from  (un- 
luckily) an  incurable  disease.  Soon  after,  I  made  an  opening  into  the 
tumor  in  the  linea  alba,  but  deeper  than  the  doctor  above  mentioned, 
and  in  two  hours  it  discharged  about  two  and  a  half  quarts  of  pus.  For 
two  months  it  discharged  freely,  but  the  discharge  has  now  subsided. 
The  tumor  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  child's  head  at  birth,  but  decreases 
daily.  Her  ascites  has  entirely  left  her  (to  all  appearance),  and  she  is 
about  house  helping  herself,  and  occasionally  visiting  the  neighbors;  feels 
well,  has  a  good  appetite,  &.c. 

P.  S. — She  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  and  is  quite  willing,  and 
even  determined,  to  live  long  enough  to  give  birth  to  as  many  more. 

Peter  O.  Williams,  M.D. 

Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  JS.  Y.,  Oct.,  1847. 
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ETHER  AND  SURGERY  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  time  when  all  surgical  cases  in  which  the  sulphuric  ether  is  used 
are  attracting  notice,  1  have  thought  that  the  following  memoranda  of 
its  employment  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Dixi  Crosby ,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  Dartmouth  College,  might  not  be  entirely  devoid  of  interest.  As  a 
student  for  a  year  past  in  the  private  medical  school  in  this  place,  I 
have  had  the  best  opportunities  for  information.  Owing  to  the  obstacles 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  general  use  of  die  ether  at  the  first  announce- 
ment of  its  properties,  and  the  hesitancy  with  which  a  new  remedy  is 
always  received,  it  was  not  till  the  latter  part  of  last  January  that  Dr. 
C.  felt  himself  entirely  at  liberty  to  employ  the  ether  in  surgical  cases. 
At  that  time,  however,  he  was  called  to  Barnet,  Vt.,  say  sixty  miles 
from  this  place,  to  amputate  the  thigh  of  a  Mr.  Hall,  for  fungus  haema- 
todes.  At  the  request  of  the  patient  the  ether  was  exhibited,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  profession.  The  flap 
operation  was  performed  in  thirty-five  seconds,  and  the  effect  of  the 
ether  was  pronounced  satisfactory  for  a  first  trial.  Though  the  patient  was 
evidently  cachectic,  the  stump  healed  kindly,  but  within  a  month  or  two 
the  disease  appears  to  have  attacked  the  lungs.  On  the  next  day  Dr. 
C.  exhibited  the  ether  to  a  woman  in  Croydon,  in  this  State,  whose  leg 
he  amputated  just  above  the  ankle-joint  for  necrosis — and  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  the  patient  was  in  a  profound  sleep. 

Passing  over  minor  operations,  in  May  last  the  ether  was  exhibited  to 
a  man,  who,  in  celebrating  the  victories  of  our  army  in  Mexico,  had  his 
wrist,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  bones  of  the  forearm,  shattered  by  the 
premature  discharge  of  a  cannon.  During  the  amputation,  the  patient 
was  unconscious,  excepting  that  he  once  noticed  the  reflection  from  one 
of  the  instruments,  and  before  the  stump  was  dressed  was  in  a  gentle 
slumber,  apparently  natural  and  refreshing.  In  all  these  cases  Dr.  C. 
exhibited  a  full  dose  of  laudanum  an  hour  before  giving  the  ether,  and 
he  thinks  with  good  effect. 

The  next  use  of  the  ether,  worth  recording,  was  in  the  latter  part  of 
August,  and  before  the  class  now  attending  lectures  in  this  place.  The 
operation  was  for  the  removal  of  scirrhus  of  the  breast,  and  the  case  is 
worthy  of  notice  from  the  mode  of  performing  it,  being  different  from 
the  ordinary  one,  and  apparently  superior,  in  suitable  subjects,  both  in 
ease  and  rapidity  of  execution.  The  patient  was  quite  fleshy,  and  the 
disease  not  very  much  advanced.  The  operation  was  performed  as  fol- 
lows. The  integuments  on  the  upper  side  of  the  gland  were  raised,  and 
a  small  catlin  passed  through  horizontally,  from  without  inwards,  and 
being  then  carried  downward  and  outward,  to  within  say  an  inch  of  the 
nipple,  formed  a  superior  flap.  An  assistant  raising  the  flap,  Dr.  C. 
grasped  the  gland,  and  with  a  scalpel  dissected  it  out,  only  jorty  seconds 
having  elapsed  from  the  commencement  to  the  completion  of  the  opera- 
tion. He  afterwards  remarked  that  in  a  similar  case  he  should  not  again 
change  his  knife.    The  patient  was  completely  under  the  influence  of 
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the  ether,  and  since  the  operation  is  doing  well.  Indeed,  the  recove* 
ries  were  remarkably  good  in  all  these  cases. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  to  state,  that  in  one  or  two  cases  Dr.  C.  has 
failed  to  bring  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  the  ether,  but  more 
probably  from  a  defect  in  the  exhibition  than  any  constitutional  peculiarity. 

Another  case  in  which  Dr.  Crosby  operated  this  month,  is  worthy  of 
notice,  although  the  ether  was  not  used.  It  was  the  removal  of  a  float- 
ing cartilage  from  the  knee-joint,  the  operation  being  performed  in  the 
ordinary  way.  The  cartilage,  however,  which  wasquite  large  and  digitated, 
was  not  loose,  but  adherent  by  a  small  pedicle  to  the  synovial  membrane 
and  semilunar  cartilage,  so  as  to  require  a  touch  of  the  knife  to  detach  it. 

Hanover,  N.  H.,  Sept.,  1847.  Edward  H.  Parker. 


DR.   ANTHONY  COLLAMORE. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

Died,  in  Pembroke,  Mass.,  21st  nit.,  Dr.  Anthony  Collamore,  a  worthy 
physician  and  an  honest,  man.  The  disease  which  occasioned  this  sad 
bereavement  was  dilatation  of  both  auricles  and  both  ventricles  of  the 
heart,  without  hypertrophy.  The  column  ae  carnse  were  nearly  oblite- 
rated, but  the  valves  were  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  organ  was  very  much  softened — so  much  so  that  the  walls 
were  easily  broken  down  between  the  thumb  and  finger.  The  pericar- 
dium was  adherent  to  the  heart,  and  also  the  diaphragm  and  mediastinum. 
Although  confident  that  disease  was  preying  upon  his  vitals,  yet  so  slight 
was  the  uneasiness  occasioned  by  the  inflammation  which  must  have 
been  for  some  time  steadily  at  work,  bringing  nearer  and  nearer  the  pe- 
riod of  dissolution,  that  he  was  scarce  ever  detained  from  attending  to  the 
duties  of  his  laborious  profession. 

Dr.  C.  had  been  a  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Pembroke  nearly  forty 
years,  and  had  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  his  townspeo- 
ple, who  now  deeply  lament  his  loss.  He  was  one  of  those  (shall  I  say) 
old-fashioned  physicians,  who  never  blazon  forth  their  cures  as  wonder- 
ful. Though  careful  and  cautious,  yet  he  could  be  prompt  and  ener- 
getic when  occasion  demanded.  Tender  and  sympathizing,  he  softened 
the  pillow  of  the  sick,  and  dropped  a  tear  with  relatives  bereaved.  Well 
can  it  be  said,  that  those  who  knew  him  best,  deplore  him  most. 

F.  C. 


THE' AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  DENTAL  SURGEONS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir,— A  certain  man  who  signs  his  name  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D., 
and  who  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  amalgam  dentist,  has  lately  made  himself 
somewhat  notorious  by  publishing,  in  the  London  Lancet  and  in  your 
Journal,  narratives  of  wonderful  cures  which  he  claims  to  have  performed 
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at  381  Broadway,  N.  York.  His  purpose  in  the^e  publications  seems  to 
be  twofold — to  gain  business  and  to  deliver  himself  of  spleen. 

It  seems  that  the  American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons  have  declared 
the  use  of  amalgams  for  dental  fillings  injurious,  and  therefore  unprofes- 
sional. Whoever  shall  give  this  matter  a  moment's  thought,  will  per- 
ceive that  these  gentlemen  could  possibly  have  had  no  other  than  the 
most  honorable  motives  to  the  course  they  pursued.  The  great  cost  of 
gold  fillings  is  no  little  obstacle  to  the  business  of  the  dentist.  Com- 
paratively few  persons  can  avail  themselves  of  this  mode  of  relief,  and 
the  expense  of  the  material,  when  used  as  freely  as  it  should  be,  often 
interferes  to  prevent  the  operator  from  receiving  the  compensation  due 
him.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  desirable,  because  nothing  could 
be  more  valuable,  to  the  dentist,  than  the  substitution  of  a  cheap  ma- 
terial for  gold,  in  the  operations  he  daily  performs.  It  is,  therefore, 
highly  creditable  to  the  American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons  that  they 
have  sacrificed  their  interest  to  the  public  good,  and  decried  amalgams 
at  heavy  pecuniary  cost  to  themselves. 

But  there  are  others,  among  whom  this  Dr.  Castle  seems  to  assume 
a  bad  pre-eminence,  who  will  not  give  up  their  amalgams.  It  would 
be  to  "  take  away  their  gods,  and  what  have  they  more  ?"  With  the 
same  feeling  as  the  Ephesians,  they  have  less  honesty  in  their  complaint. 
"  By  this  craft  we  have  our  wealth,"  said  the  workmen  of  Diana. 
Their  remonstrance  was  perfectly  natural,  and  so  is  Dr.  Castle's. 

For  reasons  in  some  way  associated  with  his  bitterness  towards  sci- 
entific dentists,  Dr.  C.  makes  dental  colleges  the  particular  subjects  of  his 
animadversions.  An  article  published  by  him  in  the  London  Lancet, 
for  which,  as  usual,  he  obtained  admission  by  pretending  to  communicate 
a  "  case  "  quite  as  wonderful  as  that  with  which  he  has  favored  you, 
and,  doubtless,  quite  as  true,  is  replete  with  vulgar  abuse  of  the  dental 
institution  of  this  city,  and  that  published  in  your  Journal  is  similarly 
libellous.  With  such  a  man,  actuated  by  such  a  spirit,  no  gentleman 
could  desire  a  controversy,  nor  would  I  notice  his  communications  at  all, 
were  it  not  that  he  has  made  misrepresentations  so  boldly,  that,  appear- 
ing as  they  do  in  your  very  respectable  Journal  some  might  be  induced 
to  believe  them. 

"  Of  what  value,"  says  this  man,  "  I  would  ask,  would  be  merely 
one  course  of  anatomy,  and  '  the  special  anatomy  and  pathology '  of 
the  eye,  in  the  work  of  producing  a  skilful  and  successful  ophthalmic 
surgeon  ?"  &lc.  "  Yet  we  are  told  that  such  a  course  of  mere  lec- 
tures as  is  occasionally  advertised  ad  captandum  (to  catch  the  gudgeons), 
will  turn  out  a  D.D.S.,  a  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery — save  the  mark — 
say  rather  '  Doctor  of  Dental  Stupidity,'  "  &tc.  Now  Dr.  Castle  either 
knew  that  in  giving  this  exhibition  of  the  course  of  study  pursued  in  the 
Dental  College,  he  was  stating  falsehoods,  or  else  he  was  grossly  igno- 
rant of  that  very  course  of  instruction  which  he  dares  to  hold  up  to  pub- 
lic ridicule.  Two  full  courses  of  lectures  are  required  for  graduation. 
The  Faculty,  however,  have  seen  proper  to  admit  to  examination,  after 
a  single  course,  pupils  who  have  previously  attended  a  full  course  in  a 
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respectable  medical  school,  and  dentists  who  have  been  four  years  in 
actual  practice. 

Again,  mere  lecturing  does  not  comprise  the  means  of  acquiring 
knowledge  furnished  by  the  College.  Lecturing,  on  the  contrary,  is  but 
a  subordinate  part  of  the  routine  of  tuition.  Anatomy  is  taught  in  the 
dissecting  room,  and,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  the  classes  com- 
pared with  those  attending  medical  colleges,  our  pupils  are,  I  hesitate 
not  to  say,  more  likely  to  be  well  taught  in  this  branch  of  professional 
learning  than  those  of  any  other  school  in  the  country.  Mechanical 
dentistry  is  taught  in  the  workshops,  to  which  the  best  part  of  the  col- 
lege building  is  appropriated.  An  excellent  demonstrator,  whose  work- 
manship defies  criticism,  is  constantly  with  the  pupils  while  engaged  in 
this  department,  while  opportunities  are  daily  offered  by  the  infirmary 
connected  with  the  institution,  to  witness  and  perform  dental  operations. 
If  there  be  any  better  way  of  making  scientific  and  successful  dentists, 
Dr.  C.  should  point  it  out.  Surely  no  surgeon  will  deny  that  an  institu- 
tion for  producing  skilful  and  successful  "  ophthalmic  surgeons,"  estab- 
lished upon  a  similar  plan,  would  be  far  more  successful  than  the  attend- 
ance upon  two  courses  of  lectures  on  general  surgery.  The  lectures 
are  not  advertised  "  occasionally."  Full  terms  have  been  kept  and  lec- 
tures regularly  delivered,  since  the  opening  of  the  College,  seven 
years  ago. 

But  the  lectures  are  merely  "  ad  captandum  " — two  Latin  words 
which  Dr.  Castle  thinks  mean  "  to  catch  the  gudgeons."  Really,  if  this 
be  so,  it  seems  strange  that  Dr.  Castle  has  escaped  the  hook.  Perhaps 
if  it  had  been  baited  with  "  amalgam,"  or  some  similar  lure  by  which 
much  money  might  be  made  with  little  skill,  he  might  have  been  taken 
in  ;  but  as  the  College  only  offers  the  means  by  which  industrious  men 
may  acquire  knowledge  and  attain  reputation  in  the  exercise  of  patient 
labor,  he  was  not  tempted.  Seriously,  what  does  the  man  mean  ?  Per- 
sonally he  knows  nothing  about  the  "  lectures  "  or  the  College — where 
has  he  obtained  his  information  ?  Men,  the  most  distinguished  in  the 
dental  profession,  have  visited  the  institution,  and  examined  it  for  them- 
selves. To  these  we  appeal.  Are  Drs.  Parmly,  and  Townsend,  and 
Brown,  and  Roper,  and  Maynard,  ;md  such  as  they,  are  they  u  gud- 
geons "  ?  And  you,  too,  our  estimable  friend,  who  from  time  to  time 
have  advocated  our  cause,  are  you  a  "  gudgeon  ?"  Verily,  judging 
by  the  fishiness  of  Dr.  C.'s  cases,  the  man  seems  to  be  more  of  a  "  gud- 
geon "  than  any  of  you. 

One  word  as  to  these  "cases."  If  Dr.  Castle  intends  them  as  mere 
parables  to  illustrate  his  particular  claims,  I  admit  that,  notwithstanding 
the  rather  oriental  exaggeration  and  inaccurate  pathology  which  mars 
them,  they  are  not  so  very  bad  ;  but  if  he  means  them  to  be  received  as 
facts,  which  really  occurred,  I  have  only  to  say  that  if  there  be  a  man 
in  New  England  whose  forefathers  believed  in  witches,  and  who  has  in- 
herited sufiicient  credulity  to  enable  him  to  believe  that  Dr.  C.  cured 
idiocy  by  extracting  teeth,  I  earnestly  commend  these  cases  to  his  charity. 
As  for  me,  1  am  pre-engaged.    A  neighbor  of  mine  recently  advertised 
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that  he  had  cured  palsy  by  a  touch,  and  as  he  is  backed  by  second  testi- 
mony, I  feel  bound  to  swallow  his  story  first ;  until  this  shall  be  fairly 
down,  I  cannot  undertake  anything-  as  large  as  Dr.  Castle's. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say  that  if  Dr.  C.  will  imitate  men  wiser 
and  of  more  reputation  than  himself ;  if  he  will  enter  a  dental  college  as 
a  pupil,  and  attend  as  many  courses  and  exercise  as  much  patience  as 
he  did  to  obtain  the  title  he  is  so  fond  of  sporting,  he  may  ultimately 
learn  to  do  something  better  than  fill  teeth  with  amalgam.  That  I  sug- 
gest such  a  possibility,  argues  confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  our  means  and 
mode  of  instruction,  which  could  hardly  be  put  to  a  severer  test.  In 
case  Dr.  C.  should  conclude  to  take  this  advice,  I  would  recommend 
some  preliminary  study  of  the  English  language.  His  letter  to  the  Lan- 
cet is  in  some  parts  entirely  unintelligible,  through  deficiency  in  this  par- 
ticular. Respectfully  yours, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  4,  1847.  T.  E.  Bond,  Jr. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    OCTOBER    13,  1347. 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — A  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Counsel- 
lors of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple  on  Wednesday  last, 
the  day  the  Journal  is  published,  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  insert- 
ing even  a  synopsis  of  the  transactions  in  last  week's  No.  There  has 
not  been  so  many  Counselors  together  at  an  ordinary  business  meeting 
within  the  compass  of  our  recollection.  The  circumstance  even  quite  as- 
tonished one  gentleman,  who  expressed  his  surprise,  and  exclaimed — "  Mr. 
President,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  unusual  congregation  ?  Is  there 
some  design  in  it?"  Dr.  Howe,  of  Billerica,  contrary  to  an  impression 
abroad,  took  the  chair,  having  withdrawn  his  letter  declining  the  honor  of 
the  presidency.  A  long  and  unnecessarily  tedious  debate  occurred  in  re- 
gard to  a  short  report  from  the  delegates  of  the  Society  to  the  National 
Medical  Convention.  Closely  upon  that,  another  came  upon  the  tapis, 
which  would  have  been  admirable  in  a  legislative  body,  where  the  object 
was  solely  to  occupy  the  time  in  order  to  keep  off  another  subject. 

Everything  else  having  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  Dr.  Childs,  of 
Pittsfield,  introduced  the  following  resolution  : — 

Whereas,  The  great  object  of  medical  association  is  the  advancement 
of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion  of  harmony  and  good  feeling  in  the 
profession,  thereby  contributing  to  the  best  interests  of  society — and  where- 
as the  present  organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  does 
not  fully  meet  these  important  objects — therefore,  Resolved,  that  a  change 
in  the  organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  is  in  our  opinion 
deemed  both  wise  and  expedient — and  that  the  change  consist  in  making  the 
basr  of  the  State  Society  i  local  or  county  associations  ;  in  other  words, 
having  the  State  Society  constituted  by  delegates  annually  chosen  by  the 
county  associations,  agreeably  to  the  principle  adopted  in  the  States  of 
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Connecticut,  New  York,  Vermont,  Ohio,  and  in  most  of  the  States  in  the 
Union." 

Its  introduction  was  like  sending  a  fire-brand  into  a  magazine  of  wet 
powder.    There  was  no  sudden  explosion,  but  a  general  movement  on  the 
surface.    Bv  little  and  little,  the  ignition  extended,  and  siich  a  warming 
up  of  the  quiescent  old  furnace  has  not  occurred  in  that  sedate  circle  for 
many  a  day.    The  Counsellor  from  Berkshire  expressed  himself  with  an 
unusual  degree  of  energy  and  eloquence.    Even  those  who  most  staunchly 
opposed  the  measures  advocated  by  him  for  a  re-organization  of  the  Society, 
so  that  the  profession  in  the  western  counties  may  profit  by  th  issocia- 
tion,  admitted  that  the  speaker  was  a  man  of  strength,  who  pleaded  his 
cause  with  commanding  force  and  dignity.    We  shall  not  deiail  the  va- 
rious propositions  for  throwing  overboard  the  petition  for  a  remodelling  of 
this  venerable  institution,  which  has,  for  a  period  of  sixty  years,  conduct- 
ed so  many  physicians  and  surgeons  in  peace,  security  and  respectability  ; 
nor  advert  to  the  cogent  and  ingenious  arguments  urged  upon  the  Council 
in  favor  of  the  scheme.    After  a  protracted,  as  well  as  excited  session, 
an  unmistaken  evidence  of  impatience  being  manifested  by  those  wishing 
to  take  the  afternoon  cars,  as  well  as  by  another  division  accustomed  to 
.  dining  before  iea-time,  a  large  committee  was  raised,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  and  a  report  may  be  expected  at  the  next  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary, when,  it  may  safely  be  predicted,  the  Council  will  again  be  well 
attended. 

Drs.  Jeffreys  of  Boston,  Peirson  of  Salem,  Walker  of  Boston,  Bartlett 
of  Concord,  and  Childs  of  Pittsfield,  were  the  prominent  speakers  on  this  ex- 
citing question.  While  some  regretted,  in  private  conversation,  the  in- 
troduction of  this  apple  of  discord,  others  were  delighted  with  the  dis- 
covery that  there  was  some  excitability  in  what  they  had  doubtless  con- 
sieredd  as  dry  bones. 

When  the  Berkshire  gentlemen  memorialized  the  General  Court  the 
past  winter,  and  stated  sundry  grievances,  such  as  the  local  wants  of  the 
members  residing  at  a  distance  from  Boston,  and  also  the  noticeable  fact 
that  about  one  hundred  regularly-educated  physicians,  in  western  Massa- 
chusetts, could  not  become  members  of  the  Society  in  its  present  imperfect 
condition,  the  petition  was  very  summarily  put  under  the  table,  or,  what 
was  equivalent  thereto,  disregarded  by  the  committee,  which  aroused  the 
iEsculapian  blood  on  the  sun-setting  side  of  the  Berkshire  hills,  whose 
excited  members  now  seem  disposed,  like  General  Taylor,  never  to 
surrender. 


Dr.  Ware's  Medical  Discourses. — An  extra  accumulation  of  books, 
pamphlets,  &c,  last  week,  prevented  a  notice  of  these  discourses,  two  of 
which  are  on  medical  education,  and  the  third  on  the  duties  and  qualifi- 
cations of  physicians.  They  are  from  the  pen  of  John  Ware,  M.D.,  Her- 
sey  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  University  at 
Cambridge. 

!  Distant  readers  cannot  all  be  familiar  with  the  writings,  official  rela- 
tions, or  local  standing,  of  those  of  our  New  England  physicians,  whose 
influence  is  actually  felt  far  beyond  the  immediate  circle  of  their  per- 
sonal friends  and  acquaintances.  Those  who  assist  in  educating  practi- 
tioners of  medicine  and  surgery,  must  necessarily  contribute  essentially  to 
the  formation  of  the  professional  character  of  the  countrv.    Opinions  from 
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a  chair  that  commands  respect,  presented  to  young  and  plastic  minds, 
like  the  small  seeds  of  some  orders  of  plants,  are  wafted  over  the  earth, 
and  though  hardly  perceptible  to  the  eye,  they  are  full  of  vitality,  and  take 
root,  and  multiply  ten  thousand  fold.  '  Dr.  Ware  is  a  plain,  unostentatious 
writer,  who  makes  use  of  no  unnecessary  phrases  to  gain  the  reader's  at- 
tention. Pie  argues  a  case  clearly,  and  there  leaves  it.  Another  peculiar 
feature  in  these  papers,  is,  that  they  will  be  constantly  improving  by  age. 
Yet  there  may  be  some  individuals,  especially  such  as  have  no  capacity  for 
appreciating  the  beauties  of  that  ennobling  system  of  moral  accountability 
which  Dr.  Ware  recognizes  as  the  first  and  noblest  trait  in  the  character 
of  a  physician,  who  will  skip  over  the  pages,  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  they  are  dull,  or  the  style  too  heavy,  and  the  whole  matter  unreasona- 
bly grave.  For  such,  no  order  of  reasoning  possesses  a  charm,  and  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  labor  to  attempt  to  persuade  them  to  like  what  they 
cannot  comprehend.  On  the  other  hand,  gentlemen  of  professional  attain- 
ments, united  with  cultivated  taste  in  all  departments  of  life,  who  sit  down 
for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  object  Dr.  Ware  must  have  had 
in  view  when  he  sent  the  manuscript  to  press,  will  rise  from  the  perusal 
with  respect  for  one  whose  ambition  seems  to  be,  todevelope  in  the  hearts 
of  those  devoted  to  the  healing  art,  a  profound  sense  of  duty  and  moral 
accountability. 

Whether  it  was  a  part  of  the  writer's  design  that  these  discourses  should 
be  a  library  book  when  further  additions  are  made,  the  materials  for  which 
are  unquestionably  in  existence,  or  simply  pass  in  the  light  of  an  epheme- 
ral contribution,  in  its  present  form,  we  know  not.  In  either  case  we  ac- 
knowledge our  obligations  to  Dr.  Ware  for  what  he  has  already  done,  and 
is  doing,  to  give  character  to  a  profession  which  he  adorns,  and  assure  him 
that  he  might  operate  upon  a  long  lever  to  move  the  profession  most  advan- 
tageously, were  he  to  address  them  through  the  press  much  more  frequently. 

Clielius's  Surgery. — Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  with  their  accustomed 
enterprise,  have  brought  out  a  great  work  from  the  German,  that  is  not 
only  exceedingly  copious,  but  also  admirable  in  its  details.  Some  months 
since,  we  alluded  to  several  of  the  numbers  which  had  been  received,  with- 
out being  able  to  speak  of  the  merits  or  defects  that  might  be  prominent, 
were  the  whole  seen  in  connection. 

J.  M.  Chelius,  the  author,  is  a  doctor  in  medicine,  a  professor  of  oph- 
thalmic surgery,  and  director  of  a  clinic  in  that  department  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Heidelburg.  Having  passed  through  six  editions  at  home — a  try- 
ing test  of  its  worth,  for  a  poor  book  on  surgery  cannot  very  readily  he 
sold  in  that  country  of  exacting  scholarship,  Germany — a  translation  into 
English  was  carried  through  successfully,  by  John  F.  South,  one  of  the 
surgeons  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London.  Mr.  South  gave  additional 
value  to  a  confessedly  superior  treatise  on  surgery,  by  appending  notes  and 
practical  observations  of  his  own.  Lastly,  the  work  has  been  Ameri- 
canized, by  having  passed  under  the  critical  examination  of  Dr.  G.  W. 
Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  supplied  references  to  the  surgical  litera- 
ture, especially,  of  the  United  States. 

There  are  three  large,  elegantly-printed  volumes,  comprising  an  immense 
amount  of  matter.  They  are  so  formidable  in  dimensions  that  we  cannot 
decide  where  to  begin  to  analyze,  and  must  content  ourselves  with  this 
brief  notice,  and  by  recommending  them  to  the  favor  of  every  reader. 


Medical  Intelligence. 


225 


Introductory  Lectures. — A  custom  has  grown  into  general  favor,  in 
nearly  all  the  Medical  Schools  in  the  United  States,  of  publishing  intro- 
ductory lectures  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  opening  the  annual  terms, 
which  has  developed  a  new  order  of  writings  among  us.  Some  of  these 
discourses  are  admirable  specimens  of  mental  effort,  redounding  to  the 
reputation  of  their  authors  and  of  the  country.  We  shall  refer,  as  we 
have  opportunity,  to  this  peculiar  class  of  publications,  and  we  invite  cor- 
respondents to  send  us  notices  of  such  lectures  as  are  not  published,  which 
may  be  heard  by  them,  always  remembering  not  to  be  too  diffuse,  nor  un- 
righteously severe. 

The  first  of  these  addresses  that  has  reached  us  the  present  autumnal 
season,  was  delivered  at  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  Vt.,  by  William 
Sweetser,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  His 
reputation  is  established  as  a  writer,  and  were  this  pamphlet  praised  or 
condemned,  it  would  have  no  influence  whatever,  either  in  diminishing  or 
extending  the  circle  of  his  friends.  Although,  as  a  whole,  this  is  a  judi- 
ciously prepared  paper,  it  is  not  particularly  striking  in  any  point,  and  we 
have  no  room  this  week  for  extracts  from  it. 

Another  introductory  received,  is  by  Professor  Dewey,  of  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution.  This  gentleman  is  a  veteran  in  science,  He  is  one 
of  those  profoundly  learned  men,  who  are  never  properly  estimated  till 
they  die,  and  then  the  world  wakes  up  to  their  merits  on  discovering  the 
void  that  is  made  in  society,  and  wonders  why  such  powers  were  not  uni- 
versally appreciated,  and  justice  meted  out  in  full  to  the  living  philosopher. 
Professor  D.  held  a  prominent  place  in  Williams  College  in  early  life,  and 
since  the  organization  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  has  filled  the 
chair  of  Chemistry.  His  name,  therefore,  after  so  many  years  of  useful 
service,  is  as  familiar  to  northern  ears,  as  the  sound  of  the  church  bell.  It 
is  our  object  now,  however,  to  look  into  his  last  introductory  lecture,  since 
no  praises  are  needed  from  us  to  make  known  the  author's  claims  or  posi- 
tion in  Massachusetts.  First — the  discourse  is  extremely  interesting,  be- 
cause it  abounds  in  plain,  common  sense  thoughts,  and  suggests  what  is 
not  only  practical,  but  possible;  which  is  not  always  true  of  popular  ad- 
dresses. Next — the  allusions  to  the  National  Medical  Convention,  and 
the  respectful  manner  of  commenting  upon  its  propositions,  together  with 
the  elevated  expressions  touching  medical  education  in  general,  show  that 
Professor  Dewey  is  both  a  friend  to  science  and  those  who  are  devoted  to 
the  details  of  medical  practice.  Lastly— -there  are  many  historical  items, 
accompanied  by  notes  to  illustrate  the  text,  which  are  of  every-day  value, 
chronologically  considered,  and  will  cause  this  lecture  to  be  frequently  con- 
sulted hereafter. 


Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic. — A  third  American  edition  of  Lec- 
tures on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Thomas  Watson,  M.D.> 
revised,  with  additions,  by  Francis  Condie,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  an  emi- 
nent writer  on  the  diseases  of  children,  has  lately  been  sent  forth  by  those 
great  medical  publishers,  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard. 

We  have  been  so  much  taken  by  surprise  with  new  and  highly  prized 
volumes,  within  the  last  few  days,  that  an  opportunity  has  not  yet  been  af- 
forded for  a  thorough  examination  ;  but  we  are  progressing,  and  intend 
goon  to  report  progress. 
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Medical  Professorships  at  the  West. — Dr.  L.  M.  Lawson  has  accepted 
the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  General 
Pathology  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  in  consequence  has  resign- 
ed the  Chair  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  which  he  has  held  in  the  Tran- 
sylvania University.  Dr.  L.  is  editor  of  the  Western  Lancet,  which  was 
formerly  published  in  Cincinnati,  but  was  removed  with  the  editor  to  Lex- 
ington, and  now  returns  with  him  to  the  former  place. 


Boston  Dispensary. — The  whole  number  of  cases  treated  by  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  Boston  Dispensary  daring-  the  year  ending  Sept  30,  was  3290 
— of  which,  2323  are  reported  as  recovered,  and  127  died.  The  number 
of  "  Bostonians  "  in  this  list  is  slated  in  the  Abstract  of  Reports  as  163  ; 
other  Americans,  453  ;  Hibernico-Americans,  657  ;  Irish,  1874.  Only  150 
of  the  patients  are  reported  as  intemperate. 


The  New  York  Annalist. — The  second  volume  of  this  periodical,  being 
"  A  Record  of  Practical  Medicine  in  the  City  of  New  York,"  and  pub- 
lished semi-monthly,  appears  under  new  and  favorable  auspices.  Dr.  Wrn. 
C.  Roberts  continues  the  editor,  but  it  is  to  be  published  hereafter  by 
Messrs.  R.  &c  G.  S.  Wood.  The  Annalist  contains  interesting  reports 
from  the  medical  institutions  of  New  York,  and  the  editor's  own  labors 
show  him  to  be  well  qualified  for  collecting  the  annals  of  medicine  in  that 
city,  and  for  all  other  editorial  duties.    We  wish  him  great  success. 


Ledoyen s  Disinfecting  Fluid. — The  last  No.  of  the  British  American 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Physical  Science  contains  the  following  notice 
respecting  Ledoyen's  disinfecting  fluid,  in  which  we  have  not  a  particle  of 
confidence.  It  is  said  the  article  may  be  easily  prepared  by  decomposing  a 
solution  of  acetate  of  lead  by  nitric  acid,  thus  setting  free  acetic  acid,  the 
use  of  which  as  a  disinfectant,  so  called,  has  been  long  known. 

"  Since  our  last  issue,  Mr.  Ledoyen,  with  Col.  Calvert,  has  appeared  in 
town,  and  they  have  been  busily  engaged  in  experimenting  with  their  fluid, 
both  at  the  Montreal  General  Hospital,  and  Emigrant  Hospital  at  Pointe 
St.  Charles.  We  have  been  witness  to  some  of  their  experiments  at  the 
former  establishment;  and  can  testify  to  the  purification  of  the  vitiated  air 
of  the  water  closets,  and  a  ward  in  the  Hospital  in  which  the  atmosphere 
had  been  highly  impregnated  with  effluvia  emanating  from  soil  purposely 
exposed.  We  are,  nevertheless,  still  unconvinced  of  its  being  a  disin- 
fectant in  the  true  sense  of  the  term.  A  more  proper  term  expressive  of 
its  actual  powers  would,  we  think,  have  been  antibromic. 

"  Sir  William  Burnett's  fluid  (chloride  of  zinc)  has  had  its  powers  tested 
under  similar  circumstances,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Stratton,  R.  N., 
who  is  also  in  town  with  that  object  in  view.  The  experiments  with  it,  as 
far  as  we  have  learned,  have  proved  equally  as  satisfactory  as  those  with 
that  of  Mr.  Ledoyen." 


Venetian  Congress  of  Naturalists.  —The  annual  congress  of  naturalists 
is  about  to  meet  at  Venice.  Count  Giovani,  President  of  the  Venetian  So- 
ciety of  Naturalists,  has,  it  is  said,  disbursed  1,000,000  francs  in  making 
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the  necessary  preparations  in  his  palace  for  the  sittings.  A  great  number 
of  savans,  from  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  upwards  of  10.000  foreign- 
er*! have  already  arrived  at  Venice. 


Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland. — Orders  have  been  issued  for  the  erection 
of  district  lunatic  asylums  in  the  following  places  : — Near  Muiiingar  :  near 
Dublin,  in  addition  to  the  present  Richmond  Asylum  ;  and  near  Omagh. 
Each  of  them  is  to  be  made  capable  of  accommodating  300  lunatic  poor. 


Marine  Hospital.  Port  of  Boston. — The  Report  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital,  Chelsea,  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1S47,  is 
as  follows  : — Sick  or  disabled  seamen  in  the  Hospital  July  12,  69  ;  received 
during  the  quarter,  261 — total,  330.  Discharged,  cured  or  relieved,  242  ; 
died,  11  ;  remaining  Sept.  30,  77— total,  330. 


Progress  of  the  Cholera. — This  terrible  scourge  had  manifested  itself 
at  Rostoff,  Marianopolis,  and  other  towns  of  Southern  Russia.  At  Ros- 
toff,  in  less  than  three  weeks,  it  had  swept  ofT2.000  persons  out  of  a  popu- 
lation of  about  S,000.  The  invasion  of  the  malady  had  caused  so  great  a 
terror,  that  all  communication  between  Rostoff  and  Odessa  was  interrupted, 
the  postmasters  along  the  road  having  abandoned  their  establishments. 


Medical  Miscellamj. — Cholera  prevails  in  the  Francaucasian  provinces 
of  Russia,  but  not  alarmingly. — The  Scientific  Congress  of  France  opened 
its  fifteenth  sitting  on  the  first  of  September. — The  typhus  fever  was  on 
the  increase  at  Glasgow,  when  the  last  steamer  sailed.  At  Edinburgh 
the  daily  average  was  30  cases. — A  painful  rumor  is  current  that  a  phvsi- 
cian  is  suspected  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  a  Mr.  Ma- 
thews, in  Maine. — A  great  variety  of  beautiful  dental  work  was  on  exhi- 
bition at  the  late  Quiney  Hall  fair.  By  ingenious  clock  machinery,  artifi- 
cial jaws  of  porcelain  teeth  were  continually  opening  and  closing,  as  spec- 
tators were  passing  along. 


To  Correspondents. — Cases  at  Bellevue  Hospital.  *  Paracelsus  "  on  Medical  Ethics, 
••  Claudian  "  ou  Amenorrhoea  ami  Menorrhagia,  and  a  translation  on  the  treatment  of  Ileus,  have 
been  received. 


Married.— At  Cambridge.  Mass..  W.  W.  Wellinsion.  M.D..  to  Miss  M.  B.  Carter.— Dr. 
Daniel  Peabody.  of  Broadnrook.  Conn.,  to  Miss  S.  Fiske. — Dr.  Thomas  H.  Trask,  of  Bos- 
ton, to  Miss  M.  F.  H.  King.— Dr.  Elan  C.  Knight,  of  SlaterviHe.  K.  I.,  to  Miss  M.J.  Crass. 


Died. — At  Pembroke.  Ma*s..  Anthony  CoMamore.  M.D..  GO — At  Providence.  R.  I .  Dr.  Thus. 
Cleveland.  45. — At  Augusta.  Me..  Dr.  1.  SneH,  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  waggon. — At  Sal- 
madina.  Mexico.  Dr.  J.Howard  Smith,  of  the  I".  S  N..  30— distinguished  for  the  power  of  his  me- 
mory.— At  Belfast.  Ireland.  B.  M'Avov,  Esq..  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Navy. 


Rsp->rt  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  9di.  96. — Males,  Gl — females.  ?j. — 
Stillborn,  5.  Of  consumption.  9 — typhus  fever.  1G — disease  of  the  bowels.  IT — dysentery.  19 
—diarrhoea.  10 — cholera  infantum.  2' — marasmus,  3 — disease  of  the  heart.  1 — infantile.  O— croup. 
4 — teething.  1 — indammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — smallpox,  1 — old  age,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — 
canker.  1 — brain  fever,  2. 

Under  o  years.  3:)— between  -5  and  20  years,  9— between  20  and  40  years  27— between  40  and 
60  years.  13— over  60  years,  8. 
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Private  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Chicago. — Dr.  Edward  Mead,  late  of 
St.  Charles,  Illinois,  has  resigned  his  place  in  the  medical  department  of 
Illinois  College,  at  Jacksonville,  and  removed  to  Chicago,  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  a  private  hospital  for  the  insane.  For  immediate  use  he  has 
taken  a  private  dwelling  where  the  patients  may  receive  better  care  than  at 
their  own  homes,  and  already  has  several  cases  upon  his  hands  which  were 
so  urgent  as  not  to  admit  of  delay  in  treatment. 

He  has  procured,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  twenty  acres  of  ground, 
favorably  situaied,  upon  which  he  will  proceed  to  erect  suitable  buildings 
for  permanent  use.  This  will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  during 
the  approaching  autumn.  There  is  no  hospital  for  insane  persons,  in  ope- 
ration, within  several  hundred  miles  of  Chicago,  and  none  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States  not  already  filled  to  overflowing,  so  that  the  establishment 
of  this  seems  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity. — III.  and  hid.  Med.  Journal. 


Diarrhoea  of  Children. — The  diarrhoea  which  accompanies  or  follows 
the  period  of  weaning  is  often  fatal  ;  it  is  not  only  observable  in  children 
who  are  suddenly  deprived  of  the  breast,  but  also  in  those  who  are  nursed 
for  too  long  a  period.  Dr.  Weisse,  physician  to  the  Children's  Hospital  in 
St  Petersburg,  advises  the  exhibition  of  raw  meat  in  such  cases,  and  asserts 
that  he  has  from  this  practice  often  derived  the  most  signal  advantages. 
The  meat  should  be  hashed,  or  reduced  into  a  pulp,  and  two  table-spoonfuls 
may  be  at  first  given  in  four  meals. — Med.  Times,  from  Annales  de  la 
Societe  Med.  Chir.  de  Bruges. 


TREMONT  STREET  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

IN  BOSTON,  OVER  33  TREMONT  ROW. 
This  School  was  instituted  in  Boston  in  1838,  for  the  purpose  ol  giving  to  private  pupils  a  thorough 
Course  of  Instruction  by  Lectures  and  Examinations  throughout  the  year.    Exercises  are  given  daily, 
from  the  close  of  the  University  Lectures  in  March  till  their  commencement  in  November,  with  the 
exception  of  August. 

Theory  and  Practice  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Midwifery,  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Diseases  of  Childien,  by  Ur.  Storer. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Dr.  Holmes. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  by  Ur.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson. 

Surgery  and  Chemistry,  by  Ur.  Henry  J.  Bigelow. 
The  room  in  Tremont  street  is  open  from  6  A.M.  to  10  P.M.    It  is  furnished  with  apparatus,  prepa- 
rations and  plates  illustrative  of  Anatomy  and  other  branches,  and  with  a  collection  of  the  important 
articles  ot  the  Materia  Medica. 

Students  of  this  institution  have  gratuitous  access  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  to 
the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  Hospital  throughout  the  year,  by 
Drs.  Bigelow,  Jackson,  Holmes,  and  Henry  J.  Bigelow.  Suflicient  opportunities  are  afforded  for  ex- 
perience in  Obstetric  practice,  and  ample  facilities  for  the  pursuit  of  Practical  Anatomy,  without 
extra  charges. 

Tlie  regular  exercises  will  commence  on  the  first  of  March.  During  the  Winter  months,  Dissec- 
tions ai  e  continued,  and  examinations  are  held  upon  the  subjects  of  the  lectures  at  the  University 
College.    Auscultation  and  Percussion  are  ■practically  taught  throughout  the  year. 

Extra  courses  of  lectures  on  particular  subjects  are  given  in  summer  by  various  gentlemen  in  their 
respective  branches. 

The  following  courses  were  delivered  during  the  past  year:— On  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Charles  T. 
Jackson  ;  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson  ;  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  Dr.  Bethune; 
on  Midwiliery,  by  Dr.  Storer;  on  Microscopical  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  Holmes. 

Lectures  on  the  following  subjects  are  engaged  for  the  present  season: — On  Embnolngy,  by  Prof. 
Agassiz;  on  Comparative  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  Wyman;  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Dr.  Gordon  ;  on 
Pathological  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson;  on  Medical  jurisprudence,  by  Dr.  Storer;  on  Micro- 
scopical Anatomy,  by  Dr.  Holmes  ;  on  Surgical  Pathology,  by  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow. 

*  J*  A  catalogue  of  the  past  and  present  members  of  this  School,  with  a  lull  account  of  (he  institu- 
tion, may  be  had  gratis  at  Burnett's  Apothecary  store,  33  Tremont  Row  ;  at  Ticknor's  bookstore,  cor- 
ner of  School  and  Washington  streets;  or  at  French's  bookstore,  78  Washington  street. 
July28— ep 
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ILEUS  TREATED  WITH  COLD  WATER. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  5th  volume  of  the  "Acta  Regiae  Societatis  Medicse  Hauni- 
ensis,  1818,"  (for  the  perusal  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  you),  I  find  a 
very  interesting  paper  upon  Ileus,  by  Dr.  Brandis.  The  first  sixteen 
pages  are  taken  up  with  a  description  of  the  symptoms,  enumeration 
of  the  causes,  and  exposition  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease.  These 
contain  very  interesting  matter,  but  would  make  my  translation  too  long. 
His  treatment  of  the  disease  is,  to  me,  new,  and  has  just  now  a  peculiar 
value.  I  therefore  offer  you  the  concluding  pages  of  Dr.  Brandis's 
paper  in  which  it  is  set  forth. 

"  In  the  year  1794,  whilst  practising  medicine  at  Brunswick,  I  was 
called  to  a  patient  then  sick  for  the  eleventh  day  with  ileus,  and  who 
showed  all  the  symptoms  of  instant  death — low  delirium,  cold  extremi- 
ties, hiccough,  Hippocratic  countenance,  &tc,  and  upon  whom  several 
skilful  physicians  had  in  vain  tried  many  remedies.  One  occurred  to 
me,  which  Hoffman  states  that  he  saw  Naboth  use,  but  to  which  he 
himself  was  much  opposed,  only  consenting  to  it  from  a  desire  not  to 
appear  too  obstinate.  In  this  case,  successful  beyond  Hoffman's  hopes, 
two  cups  of  cold  water  having  been  given  frequently  during  the  day, 
the  body  and  feet  being  first  carefully  covered,  a  profuse  sweat  and  quiet 
sleep  supervened,  and  all  pain  of  the  abdomen  and  vomiting  ceased. 
Naboth  states  that,  in  a  similar  case,  he  had  applied  towels  wet  with  cold 
water,  with  success.  Ludovicus  Septalius  relates  a  like  case ;  and  more 
recently  De  Haen,  the  French  physician  Charasse,  Gesner,  Herz  and 
Stoll,  pursued  this  method ;  yet  it  has  never  been  adopted  into  general 
practice.  Van  Swieten  also  relates  the  observations  of  English  physi- 
cians who  have  successfully  combated  the  disease  by  the  free  use  of  cold 
water  to  the  feet  and  to  the  inguinal  region,  and  who  consider  it  a  safe 
and  certain  remedy. 

"  In  the  case  to  which  I  was  called,  though  considered  desperate  by 
many  physicians,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  pursue  very  strictly  Naboth's  me- 
thod. Towels  dipped  in  ice  water  were  applied  externally,  and  ice  water 
drank.  After  a  few  hours  delirium  ceased,  and  in  twenty-four  the  ex- 
tremities grew  warm,  the  hiccough  was  less  frequent,  vomiting  rare,  and 
afterwards  stopped.  The  bowels  still  remained  bound,  and  all  kinds  of 
12 
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glysters,  cold  and  warm,  and  in  great  quantity,  were  given  in  vain  ; 
the  appetite  was  almost  null,  only  permitting  animal  gelatine  with 
ice.  I  prescribed  small  doses  of  opium  and  decoction  of  Peruvian  bark, 
iced.  He  remained  thus  for  seven  days,  requesting  the  cold  fomenta- 
tions to  the  abdomen  to  prevent  the  vomiting,  which  returned  if  they 
were  omitted.  On  the  seventh  day  a  copious  diarrhoea  set  in,  after 
which  the  fomentations  were  deemed  unnecessary  and  discontinued.  In 
fourteen  days  a  nutritive  diet,  but  cold,  perfectly  restored  the  patient  to 
his  former  health. 

l-  Encouraged  by  this  happy  and  unexpected  success,  I  placed  great 
hopes  in  this  method  of  treating  ileus,  nor  have  I  been  deceived.  In 
nine  cases,  which  it  would  be  superfluous  to  relate  at  length,  I  applied 
cold  applications  to  the  abdomen — in  the  most  delicate  females  as  well 
as  in  stout  men — and  I  always  found  the  relief  sure  and  speedy,  without 
any  unfavorable  sequences.  In  a  man  70  years  of  age,  desperately  ill 
on  the  eighth  day  of  the  disease,  I  applied  icy  fomentations  over  the 
whole  abdomen.  I  found  in  the  mean  time  a  hernial  tumor  of  the  size 
of  a  filbert,  hard,  immovable,  and  but  little  protuberant,  in  the  abdomi- 
nal ring.  The  graver  symptoms  ceased  after  the  fomentations  were  ap- 
plied, and  in  time  the  intestinal  canal  resumed  its  functions ;  but  an 
abscess  formed  between  the  abdominal  muscles,  whence  a  gangrenous 
portion  of  the  omentum  protruded.  This,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
knife,  came  away,  the  ulcer  closed,  and  the  patient  got  well. 

"It  was  my  fortune  at  Hanau,  in  1814,  to  use  this  method,  under  the 
observation  of  Drs.  Callisen  and  Strdna,  and  success  in  ten  cases  confirm- 
ed my  opinion  of  it. 

"A  woman  aged  22,  the  mother  of  two  children,  labored  under 
menorrhagia,  and  at  her  terms  was  affected  with  spasms  of  the  intestines, 
emesis  and  colicky  pains.  In  the  month  of  January  of  this  year,  having 
exposed  her  feet  to  cold  about  her  menstrual  period,  the  flux  began, 
with  spasms  of  the  intestines,  which  in  time  became  complete  iliac  pas- 
sion. Not  only  were  ingesta  vomited,  but  even  enemata  of  assafoetida. 
Cold  extremities,  a  frequent,  hard  and  small  pulse,  together  with  obsti- 
nate hiccough,  betokened  a  fatal  result.  Being  called  to  her  on  the 
sixth  day,  and  finding  her  in  this  precarious  situation,  I  first  prescribed 
some  tumblers  of  ice  water  and  an  anodyne  of  two  parts  of  the  essence 
of  castor  and  one  of  laudanum.  At  the  end  of  four  hours  these  reme- 
dies seemed  to  have  no  effect — the  anodyne  was  vomited  up,  and  all  the 
symptoms  were  now  urgent.  I  now  directed  towels  dipped  in  ice  water, 
very  often  repeated,  to  the  abdomen  ;  thirty  drops  of  the  anodyne  every 
hour.  After  six  hours  the  vomiting  returned  but  once,  the  hiccough  was 
greatly  diminished,  the  pulse  less  frequent,  but  full,  and  the  extremities 
warm.  The  opiate  now  affected  the  brain,  and  was  therefore  discontinu- 
ed until  evening,  when  I  again  gave  a  dose.  No  enemata  or  other 
means  of  loosening  the  bowels  were  used,  in  order  that  the  larger  intes- 
tines might  not  be  irritated  into  an  anti-peristaltic  action.  This  treatment 
was  continued  four  days,  when  all  bad  symptoms  were  allayed.  On  the 
sixth,  the  bowels  were  loosened,  and  a  mild  yet  free  diarrhoea  occurred. 
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The  patient  convalesced.  For  some  weeks  the  lower  limbs  were  par- 
tially paralyzed,  but  finally  relieved  by  warm  baths.  (This  paralysis  I 
attribute  rather  to  the  affection  of  the  pelvic  organs,  than  to  the  cold 
fomentations.)  The  menstrual  flux,  after  the  use  of  myrrh  and  iron,  ap- 
peared, without  pain,  and  the  patient  now  enjoys  perfect  health. 

:'  I  leave  the  method  in  which  the  cold  acts,  to  be  explained  by  each 
in  his  own  way  ;  but  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  vital  tone  of  the  intestinal 
canal  is  restored  by  it,  and  the  endeavors  to  eject  matters  from  it  there- 
fore cease.  With  this  view,  benefit  must  not  be  expected  from  a  mere 
momentary  application  of  the  cold,  but  its  use  must  be  protracted.  I 
continued  it  foi  nine  days  in  the  first  patient,  urged  to  do  so  by  himself 
from  the  relief  it  afforded  ;  and  in  two  others  for  thirty  hours,  without 
any  harm.  In  many  other  cases  of  disturbed  condition  of  the  intestinal 
canal  and  painful  peristaltic  motion,  I  have  used  the  remedy  success- 
fully. In  the  most  horrible  colicky  pains,  in  my  own  person  and  in 
others,  large  draughts  of  cold  water  were  a  most  efficacious  and  prompt 
relief,  after  trying  opium  and  various  other  anodynes  in  vain.  In  dysen- 
tery without  fever,  copious  drinks  of  cold  water  proved  a  remedy  more 
successful  than  all  others  ;  and  whilst  I  practised  in  Westphalia,  it  be- 
came of  very  popular  use,  as  being  readilv  obtained  and  highly  beneficial." 

Boston,  October  7/1847.  ~  W.  E.  C. 


ON  AMENORRHEA  AND  MENORRHAGIA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Amenorrhea  may  be  dependent  upon  a  chlorotic  state  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  it  more  rarely  is  occasioned  by  the  opposite  state,  plethora  ;  the 
disease  occurring  under  the  two  opposite  conditions  of  the  bodv,  the  sthenic 
and  asthenic — and  properly  is  of  two  kinds,  retention  ( emansio  mensiwn ) 
and  suppression  of  the  menses — they  constituting  one  disease. 

In  the  treatment  of  amenorrhcea  we  must  be  guided  by  the  cause 
which  has  induced  it,  as  well  as  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
system.  If  it  depends  on  a  chlorotic  condition,  the  treatment  for  chlo- 
rosis will  be  indicated  (vid.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol. 
x\xvii.,  page  p6)  ;  but  if  the  patient  is  strong  and  plethoric,  bloodletting 
will  be  indicated  in  some  instances,  and  sanguinaria  in  nauseating  doses, 
calomel,  aloes  and  the  warm  hip  bath  will,  if  administered  properly,  re- 
establish the  menstrual  flow. 

Under  the  term  mtnorrhagia  some  writers  include  all  sanguineous  dis- 
charges and  effusions  from  the  unimpregnated  uterus  ;  others  restrict 
the  term  to  acute  hcemorrhage  from  the  uterine  vessels,  the  discharge 
consisting  of  pure  blood,  which  differs  from  immoderate  flow  of  the 
menses  in  several  important  particulars.  The  literal  meaning  of  the 
term  leads  us  to  apply  it  here  to  the  inordinate  flow  of  the  catamenial 
discharge,  and  this  happens  under  the  two  opposite  states  of  the  system 
referred  to  above,  and  comprehends  the  two  forms  of  the  disease,  the 
active  and  the  passive  of  authors.    The  symptoms  are  well  known. 
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Here,  as  in  amenorrhea,  the  treatment  must  be  governed  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient,  and  the  cause  which  occasioned  the  complaint.  In 
asthenia  the  patient  must  be  removed  from  all  accidental  circumstances 
that  have  a  tendency  to  bring  on  or  increase  the  disorder ;  such  as  mas- 
turbation, too  frequent  sexual  intercourse,  violent  exercise  and  passions 
of  the  mind.  Irritations,  such  as  high  living,  wine,  strong  tea  and  coffee, 
warm  rooms,  costiveness  which  irritates  the  uterus,  should  all  be  avoided  ; 
and  the  patient  be  at  rest,  and  mostly  in  the  horizontal  position,  during 
the  flow. 

In  cases  of  this  kind  cantharides  are  a  powerful  and  efficient  medicine. 
Combined  with  nux  vomica,  it  is  capable  of  relieving  the  patient  in  a 
short  time.  R.  Tine,  cantharid.,  tine,  nux  vomic.,  aa  §j.  M.  Dose, 
from  thirty  to  sixty  drops  three  times  a-day  in  sugar  and  water ;  or  the 
cantharides  may  be  given  alone,  and  it  may  be  alternated  by  ten  drop- 
doses  of  the  following — R.  Alcohol,  f  §  v. ;  strychnia,  gr.  xx.  M. 
Or  the  medicines  may  be  administered  in  the  form  of  pills.  As  soon  as 
the  flow  has  subsided,  the  tine,  ferri  chlorid.  can  be  conjoined  with  the 
other  remedies  with  a  view  to  its  tonic  qualities.  This  preparation  of 
iron  per  se  is  an  important  remedy  in  menorrhagia.  The  best  laxatives 
are  the  aloetic  and  saline.  Astringents  are  rarely  called  for  ;  the  acetate 
of  lead  is  the  most  to  be  relied  on,  though  zinc,  alum  and  kino  are  worthy 
of  trial. 

Cold  to  the  abdomen  is  seldom  demanded  in  this  form  of  the  disease. 
Opium,  or  some  of  its  preparations,  is  often  required  to  quiet  irritation. 
When  there  has  been  coldness  of  the  extremities,  I  have  seen  the  fol- 
lowing powder  act  advantageously.  R.  p.  opi.,  gr.  iv. ;  p.  capsicum,  gr. 
xviij. ;  p.  camphor,  gr.  vj.  M.  et  div.  in  chart  no.  vj.  Give  a  powder 
every  three  or  four  hours. 

When  the  disease  depends  on  organic  affections,  it  is  not  menorrhagia, 
it  is  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  pre- 
sent subject,  though  placed  here  by  writers.  The  treatment  will  vary 
according  as  the  case  may  be  complicated  with  cancer,  polypus,  ulcera- 
tion, &tc.  The  organic  disease  must  first  be  cured.  If  that  be  incura- 
ble, our  prescriptions  must  aim  at  the  violence  of  the  symptoms.  We 
shall  often  be  successful  in  their  mitigation,  when  without  our  aid  the 
agony  of  the  patient  would  be  beyond  description.  Anodynes  per  os 
and  per  vaginam  are  our  main  reliance  in  instances  like  these.  R.  p. 
acet.  plum.,  gr.  xxiv.  ;  p.  opi.,  gr.  xij.  ;  ext.  coni.,  q.  s.  M.  Divide 
into  six  balls,  one  to  be  introduced  into  the  vagina  every  six  or  twelve 
hours,  for  relief  of  pain  and  hemorrhage. 

When  menorrhagia  occurs  in  a  plethoric  subject,  bleeding  from  the 
arm,  and  cups  to  the  loins,  are  highly  useful.  Next  to  bleeding,  in  im- 
portance, is  calomel  in  full  doses  and  saline  cathartics.  Rest  in  the  re- 
cumbent posture  should  be  secured,  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  strictly 
enjoined,  cold  to  the  abdomen,  opium  to  quiet  irritation,  and  if  necessary 
the  vagina  may  be  plugged.  If  these  fail,  we  may  try  lead  and  ergotj 
as  they  sometimes  succeed  when  the  others  fail  ;  so  with  astringent 
injections. 
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After  giving  the  leading  treatment  of  chlorosis,  leucorrhoea  and  chloro- 
tic  aphtha,  in  former  Nos.  of  this  Journal,  and  of  amenorrhoea  and 
menorrhagia  in  the  present  No.,  and  having  so  often  alluded  to  the 
good  effects  of  cantharides  in  these  disorders,  having  placed  them  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  remedies  employed,  it  will  be  proper  to  say  something 
more  of  the  drug  in  concluding  this  paper,  as  I  may  not  have  opportunity 
to  continue  a  series  of  articles  on  diseases  of  the  genital  organs  which  I  at 
first  contemplated  doing — at  least  I  shall  not  be  able  to  resume  the  subject 
at  present.  1  beg  indulgence,  therefore,  while  I  say  a  few  words  respect- 
ing the  cantharides.  I  do  not  claim  for  this  drug  any  specific  properties 
or  power,  but  I  do  claim  for  it  a  more  extensive  use  as  an  internal  rerne- 
edy  than  it  has  heretofore  enjoyed — especially  in  those  diseases  of  the 
genital  organs  dependent  on  debility  of  those  parts,  which  include  the 
disorders  mentioned  above,  as  well  as  eneuresis,  gonorrhoea  dormientium, 
anaphrodisia,  cutaneous  affections,  and  some  diseases  of  the  hair. 

Cantharides  have  a  "  peculiar  influence  over  the  genital  and  urinary 
organs."  This  medicine  likewise  has  a  decided  effect  upon  the  skin  and 
mucous  membrane ;  and  being  a  stimulant,  it  would  seem  well  adapted  to 
diseases  dependent  on  debility  of  those  organs.  I  suppose  its  diuretic 
property  to  depend  on  its  stimulant  power  over  the  urinary  organs.  In 
leucorrhoea  and  gleet,  it  induces  a  new  action  on  the  diseased  and  re- 
laxed membrane,  arousing  the  enfeebled  parts  to  a  healthy  action  ;  so  in 
irritable  bladder,  impotency,  seminal  emissions,  he.  It  stimulates  the 
affected  organs,  for  the  drug  is  a  stimulant,  with  a  direct  tendency  to 
operate  on  certain  parts  or  tissues.  When  treating  of  aphtha,  I  com- 
pared its  action  to  that  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  when  applied  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane ;  and  when  I  speak  of  its  obtaining  a  new  action,  I  refer 
to  the  same  process  to  which  it  has  a  strong  analogy,  to  which  I  would 
also  compare  its  effects  on  the  skin,  there  being  yet  a  stronger  analogy 
between  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  those  organs  bearing  a  close 
resemblance  to  each  other  in  many  important  particulars.  The  remedy 
is  very  serviceable  in  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  it  is  more  deserving  of 
the  appellation  of  alterative  than  many  of  those  drugs  which  have  long 
occupied  the  high  rank  of  deobstruents.  It  is  good  in  baldness  and 
falling  off  of  the  hair,  and  it  is  said  to  prevent  the  hair  from  turning  gray. 
In  all  these  instances  its  action  must  be  that  of  a  stimulant,  so  that  af- 
ter "its  good  effects  have  become  visible,  tonics  should  be  given  to  render 
them  permanent.  I  give  an  example.  1  once  attended  a  patient  for 
incontinency  of  urine.  The  flies  appeared  to  have  cured  her,  but  the 
complaint  returned.  The  same  remedy  was  resorted  to;  and  when  that 
was  discontinued,  iron  was  substituted,  and  the  cure  was  permanent. 
I  The  flies  will  stop  the  discharge  in  leucorrhoea  ;  but  to  render  the  cure 
i  effectual  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  tonics  to  bring  up  the  whole  sys- 
!  tern  to  the  point  to  which  the  diseased  parts  are  stimulated  by  the  drug. 
1  A  misunderstanding  in  this  particular  is  the  reason  why  so  many  have 
been  disappointed  with  cantharides — a  correct  view  of  the  matter,  is  why 
1  a  few  have  been  so  successful. 

I  have  said  but  little  more  of  the  drug  than  has  been  said  before — 
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but  I  am  sensible  that  it  deserves  more  reputation  than  it  has  ever  at- 
tained, and  I  invite  the  attention  of  medical  men  to  the  subject. 

September,  1847.  Cl  audi  an. 


CASES  AT  BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL.— By  an  Assistant  Physician. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — As  I  promised,  in  a  former  article,  to  send  you  some  of  the  most 
interesting  cases  in  Bellevue,  1  have  selected  two  or  three,  not  having 
time,  at  present,  to  give  a  more  detailed  report.  I  shall  give  merely  a 
history  of  each  case,  without  saying  anything  of  the  treatment,  as  the 
patients  have  been  under  the  charge  of  other  Assistants  than  myself. 

Mrs.  D  was  born,  of  English  parents,  in  1815,  on  the  sea. 

When  five  months  of  age,  she  was  sent  to  Eton  Hall,  a  short  distance 
from  Liverpool,  to  her  aunt,  who  was  housekeeper  for  the  then  Earl  of 
Grosvenor,  who  has  since  received  the  title  of  Marquis  of  Westminster. 
She  remained  with  her  aunt  until  she  was  19  years  of  age.    At  that 
time  she  went  into  the  family  of  Baron  Rothschild,  as  waiting  maid  for 
the  Baroness,  with  whom  she  remained  two  years,  most  of  which  time 
was  spent  in  travelling  over  Europe.    She  then  returned  to  Eton  Hall, 
and  was  married.    Three  years  after  her  marriage  she  came  to  this 
country  with  her  husband,  and  settled  in  Utica,  N.  Y.    For  some  rea- 
son or  other  he  did  not  succeed  there,  and  they  removed  to  Connecti- 
cut.   In  1845  she  separated  from  her  husband,  because,  as  she  said,  he 
treated  her  so  badly.    It  appears  he  was  a  man  in  whom  the  animal 
propensities  very  much  preponderated.    She  was  the  reverse,  and  rather 
delicate.    They  never  had  children,  and  the  frequent  and  prolonged  in- 
tercourse consequent  with  a  man  so  very  sensual,  caused  her  to  have  se- 
vere vaginal  and  uterine  leucorrhoea.    The  irritation  in  the  vagina  went 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  large,  irritable  ulcers.    The  effect  of  this 
was,  they  were  unhappy,  and  she  left  him.    Some  time  in  the  same 
year  she  came  to  New  York,  and  making  these  circumstances  known  to 
Mr.  Bartlett,  the  British  Consul,  was  received  into  his  family.  While 
there,  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  hsematemesis,  while  waiting  on  a  din- 
ner party,  which  was  checked  by  giving  her  a  large  quantity  of  ice 
cream.    About  this  time  an  ulcer  broke  out  on  one  of  her  lower  extremi- 
ties, for  which  she  went  to  the  City  Hospital,  in  the  early  part  of  1846, 
and  remained  there  eight  months.    On  the  3d  of  February,  1847,  she 
was  admitted  at  Bellevue,  with  the  ulcer  of  the  leg,  which  had  broken 
out  again.    The  day  after  admittance,  in  consequence  of  some  disturb- 
ance in  the  ward,  she  had  what  I  suspect  was  a  hysteric  fit,  in  which  she 
vomited  blood,  and  has  occasionally  had  such  fits  ever  since.    About  the 
last  of  the  month  she  began  to  have  severe  pains  in  the  left  lumbar 
region,  which  she  attributed  to  a  fall  she  had  had  the  previous  October; 
and  thinking  they  would  pass  away,  she  said  nothing  to  her  attending 
physician.    In  March,  deep-seated  matter  was  detected.    The  ulcers  in 
the  vagina  were  irritable,  with  no  disposition  to  heal.    The  attending 
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physician  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  the  tumor  by  promoting  absorption,  but 
it  failed  ;  and  the  last  of  May,  it  ulcerated  through  into  the  vagina  and 
discharged  considerably.  This  discharge  continued  until  August,  when 
it  suddenly  stopped,  and  she  began  to  feel  pain  in  her  side  again. 
Matter  formed  a  second  time,  and  a  second  time  discharged  through  the 
vagina.  About  the  first  of  September  I  took  charge  of  her,  and  or- 
dered an  injection  of  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  half  an  ounce  to  the 
pint,  to  be  thrown  into  the  vagina  ;  I  also  endeavored  to  throw  it  through 
the  fistulous  opening  into  the  abscess,  but  was  unable  on  account  of  the 
extreme  irritability  of  the  parts.  I  also  put  her  upon  tonics.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  examine  her  thoroughly  with  a  speculum,  but  from 
the  fact  that  unless  she  evacuates  the  bladder  often,  by  means  of  a  ca- 
theter, urine  is  passed  through  the  vagina,  I  judge  she  has  a  vesicovagi- 
nal fistula.  Her  abdomen  is  extremely  tender,  as  much  so  as  it  would 
be  in  acute  peritonitis,  and  she  suffers  excruciating  pain  most  of  the 
time  unless  under  the  influence  of  a  large  dose  of  morphine. 

The  Mexican  soldier  who  had  his  larynx  entirely  shot  away  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista,  and  upon  whom  some  Mexican  surgeon  operated 
very  successfully  for  tracheotomy,  has  been  mentioned  in  your  Journal. 
A  French  soldier  died  here  this  week  of  phthisis,  in  consequence  of 
compression  of  the  sternum,  caused  by  a  fracture  at  the  lower  third,  to- 
gether with  the  ribs  attached.  The  fracture  was  caused  by  a  blow 
from  the  breech  of  a  musket.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  intended, 
but  the  body  was  removed  from  the  dead-house  before  it  could  be 
accomplished. 

A  girl,  aged  15,  has  been  here  some  months,  suffering  from  ascites. 
She  has  been  operated  upon  four  or  five  times  ;  each  time  about  four 
gallons  of  fluid  were  evacuated.  It  was  straw  colored,  smelt  strongly 
of  urea,  and  was  highly  albuminous.  I  mention  this  case  because  we 
feldom  see  ascites  in  patients  so  young. 

In  the  ulcer  wards  I  have  a  case  of  syphilitic  periostitis  of  the  ster- 
num and  anterior  portion  of  the  ribs.  There  seems  to  be  a  perfora- 
tion through  the  sternum  ;  fluctuation  is  distinctly  felt,  and  at  every  ex- 
piration matter  is  .forced  through  the  opening.  He  also  has  fistula  in 
ano.  I  am  treating  him  with  the  liquor  arsenicalis  and  compound  de- 
coction of  sarsaparilla. 

Post-mortem  examinations  are  made  at  Bellevue  whenever  the  physi- 
cian who  has  attended  the  patient  wishes  it.  I  have  made  notes  of 
but  one,  which  I  think  interesting.  This  was  a  Coroner's  case.  A  man 
was  brought  to  Bellevue,  who  had  fallen  down  stairs  while  laboring  un- 
der an  attack  of  delirium  tremens.  The  examination  was  made  by  Dr. 
Holmes,  Assistant  Coroner,  and  Dr.  N.  Reynolds  Davis,  the  gentleman 
who  had  attended  the  patient  after  he  was  brought  into  the  Hospital. 
To  the  latter  gentleman  I  am  indebted  for  notes  of  the  case. 

Upon  taking  off  the  scalp,  an  effusion  of  blood  under  the  left  tempo- 
ral muscle  was  found  ;  and  upon  opening  the  head,  a  fracture  of  the  left 
temporal  bone  was  discovered  at  the  anterior  angle,  extending  to  the 
celh  tersica.    Rupture  of  the  meningeal  artery  at  its  base.  Arachnoid 
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membrane  much  congested.  Effusion  of  coagulable  lymph  between  the 
arachnoid  membrane  and  dura  mater.  Extensive  effusion  of  sanguineous 
fluid  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

I  intend  soon  to  send  you  some  account  of  the  hospitals  on  Blackwell's 
Island.  G.  H.  K. 

New  York,  October  1st,  1847. 


MEDICAL  ETHICS  FOR   PRACTITIONERS,  AND  FOR  COLLEGES,  OR 
"  WHAT  MAKES  THE  DIFFERENCE."— NO.  If. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  a  recent  No.  of  this  Journal  (Vol.  xxxvii.,  No.  2,)  the  writer,  under 
the  above  caption,  indulged  in  some  general  remarks,  upon  what  he  con- 
sidered errors  of  omission  if  not  of  commission,  in  the  very  able  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics,  at  the  recent  National  Medical  Con- 
vention in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  But  general  remarks,  though  of  ac- 
knowledged truth,  rarely  incite  to  reform,  and  consequently  it  is  only  by 
directing  the  attention  to  individual  evils  that  any  movement  towards  im- 
provement will  be  likely  to  be  made. 

The  necessity  of  a  thorough  medical  reform  has  been  felt  by  almost 
every  one,  who  has  given  any  thought  to  the  subject ;  and  this  feeling, 
instead  of  being  confined  to  this  country,  prevails  more  or  less  extensively 
over  the  whole  civilized  world.  "  Medical  Reform  "  has  for  years  been 
almost  a  standing  caption  in  the  various  medical  periodicals  of  Europe, 
and  in  many  cases  the  common  public  press  has  not  been  silent  on  the 
subject.  A  feeling  of  this  necessity  gave  birth  to  the  great  French  Me- 
dical Congress,  assembled  at  Paris  year  before  last ;  and  it  was  a  recog- 
nition of  this  necessity,  that  called  into  existence  our  own  National  Medi- 
cal Convention  and  Association.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  uniformity  of 
sentiment  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  reform,  great  diversity  of  opin- 
ion appears  to  prevail  as  to  what  shall  constitute  that  reform ;  what 
changes  shall  be  made  to  elevate  the  character  of  medical  science,  and 
make  it  to  the  utmost  useful  to  humanity.  Upon  the  first  of  these  points, 
the  writer  is  confident  that  little  can  be  done  by  a  National  Association 
to  advance  the  progress  of  discovery  in  our  art,  a  work  only  to  be  per- 
formed by  industry  and  genius,  and  belonging  more  properly  to  the  pro- 
vince of  individual  effort ;  as  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  fact,  that  at  no 
period  in  history  has  medical  science  advanced,  scarcely  with  a  tithe  of 
the  rapidity  that  it  has  Huring  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
It  is,  however,  the  improvement  of  the  intelligence  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  profession,  that  constitutes  the  needed  reform  ;  to  stimulate  to  exer- 
tion, and  to  urge  to  enlightened  observation,  those  who  carry  out  and  ap- 
ply the  art,  for  weal  or  for  woe,  to  the  public- 

A  general  feeling  has  for  some  time  prevailed  among  the  laity  of  the 
medical  profession,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  preparatory  or  even 
the  professional  education  of  a  young  man,  if  he  neglects  to  continue 
those  studies  after  he  engages  in  practice  ;  if  he  makes  not  each  case  that 
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falls  under  his  observation,  a  problem  to  be  clearly  appreciated  and  intel- 
ligently worked  out  ;  if  he  bring  not  to  his  aid  all  the  light  that  the  period 
affords,  and  thus  give  his  patients  to  the  utmost  the  benefits  of  the  science, 
he  needs  reform,  and  it  is  the  object  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
to  meet  the  young  medical  practitioner  at  just  this  point — and  where  the 
college  leaves  him  to  buffet  the  world's  tide  unguided,  to  take  him  by  the 
hand,  guide  his  mind  if  ardent,  urge  it  forward  in  the  labors  of  the  no- 
blest of  intellectual  pursuits  if  inclined  to  indolence  or  "  inglorious  ease  "  ; 
and  thus,  not  only  concentrating  the  talent  and  intelligence  of  the  coun- 
try, but  by  spreading  it  with  equal  hand  over  the  whole  extent  of  the 
land,  produce  real  and  beneficial  reform. 

Such  a  digression  has  appeared  to  the  writer  necessary  to  the  free 
and  intelligent  discussion  of  the  subject  ;  and  the  first  step  towards 
effecting  this  desirable  object  of  the  great  movement  that  has  been 
made,  and  is  making,  is  to  establish  a  well-devised  and  consistent  code 
of  medical  ethics,  and  the  report  already  alluded  to  in  a  former  No. 
(vol.  xxxvii.,  No.  2),  constitutes  that  system  as  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion for  the  then  forming  Association.  Whether  adapted  to  all  the  wants 
of  the  profession,  or  whether  calculated  to  advance  its  interests  or  the 
great  interests  of  humanity  ;  whether  suited  to  the  manners,  habits  of 
thought,  customs  and  institutions  of  our  peopler  time  alone  can  determine. 
It  is  now  by  conventional  consent  the  medical  law  of  the  land  ;  but,  un- 
like the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  is  subject  of  discussion,  revi- 
sion and  change. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  therefore,  to  examine  a  few  of  the  more  important 
rules  of  this  code,  and  to  inquire  whether  some  of  them,  borrowed  from 
foreign  systems,  where  perhaps  they  may  have  been  suited  to  the  existing 
state  of  society,  and  necessary  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  promote  the 
usefulness  of  the  profession,  may  not,  under  the  present  condition  of  our 
own  social  and  political  institutions,  serve  to  depress,  rather  than  to  elevate 
its  standing  ;  and  farther  to  show,  as  has  heretofore  been  hinted,  that  real 
and  permanent  advancement  in  the  progress  of  reform  can  only  be  made 
by  a  uniform  application  of  such  rules  as  the  Association  may  eventually 
settle  down  upon,  to  every  department  of  the  profession. 

The  code,  as  adopted,  gravely  informs  us  that  "  It  is  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to  public  advertisement,  or  private 
cards  or  handbills,  inviting  the  attention  of  individuals  affected  witli  par- 
ticular diseases ;  publicly  offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis  ; 
promising  radical  cures ;  publishing  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily 
prints,  or  suffering  such  publications  to  be  made,  or  inviting  laymen  to 
be  present  at  operations ;  boasting  of  cures,  and  remedies  ;  adducing 
certificates  of  skill  and  success,  or  any  other  similar  acts.  These  are  the 
ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible  in  a  phy- 
sician.'' (Chap.  2,  §3,  Code  of  Ethics,  Proceedings  of  National  Medical 
Convention,  Philadelphia,  May,  1847,  p.  98. 

The  sentiment,  and  indeed  the  language,  of  this  paragraph  can 
scarcely  be  new  to  any  medical  man,  all  having  read  it  verbatim  et 
literatim  from  his  professional  infancy  upward  ;  and  yet,  upon  a  "sober 


238 


Medical  Ethics. 


second  thought,"  it  is  extremely  questionable  how  far  the  opening  pro- 
position is  founded  in  sound  philosophical  views  of  what  constitutes  real 
elevation  of  character,  or  what  may  be  calculated  to  increase  the  dig- 
nity, advance  the  interests  and  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  profession. 
Real  dignity  and  true  elevation  of  character  can  never  be  derogated  by 
a  simple  and  unassuming  communication,  offering  our  services  to  the 
public.  The  sign-board  did  this  duty  formerly,  and  did  it  perhaps  well 
enough  when  the  rapidity  of  locomotion  had  not  become  so  great  but 
what  they  (the  generation  that  has  scarcely  passed)  might  run  and  read. 
But  who,  in  these  piping  times  of  steamboats  and  rail  roads — yea,  more,  of 
electro-magnetic  telegraphs  and  animo-magnetic  somnambulic  revelations 
— thinks  of  stopping  to  read  a  sign-board,  unless  it  be  for  the  sake  of  an 
experiment,  testing  the  capabilities  of  the  occiput  or  precordia  of  some 
Okie  or  Dayis,  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  long-eared  aristocracy,  who 
too  frequently  follow  in  the  train  of  fashionable  humbuggery,  instead  of 
that  of  the  humble  individual  who  may  have  placed  it  over  his  door. 

The  public  press  has  become  the  great  organ  of  communication  be- 
tween individuals  and  the  masses,  and  so  great  has  been  its  advance- 
ment towards  the  perfection  of  its  mechanism,  that  it  has  swallowed  up 
almost  every  other  means.  Why,  then,  should  we  abjure  the  aid  of  this 
';  lever  of  Archimedes!  "  No  other  profession  regards  an  announcement 
of  the  intentions  or  movements  of  its  individual  members  as  lowering 
their  dignity  or  detracting  from  their  merits.  The  attorney  unhesitatingly 
informs  us,  by  public  advertisement,  or  private  card,  or  both,  of  the  lo- 
cality of  his  office,  and  of  the  particular  department  of  the  profession 
to  which  he  more  exclusively  devotes  his  attention  ;  and  even  the  di- 
vine, although  not  an  exact  parallel  case,  feels  no  diminished  dignity  on 
account  of  having  it  communicated  to  the  public,  through  the  foolishness 
of  "  public  advertisement,"  where  he  intends  at  a  specified  time  to  preach 
the  gospel.  The  press  also  maintains  an  almost  unlimited  influence  over 
the  public  mind  ;  and  this  influence  it  is  presumption  to  despise,  and 
worse  than  folly  to  brave  unnecessarily.  This  great  moral  engine, 
though  usually  directed  by  men  of  general  intelligence,  is  frequently  in 
the  hands  of  those  ignorant  of  the  subjects  upon  which  they  venture  a 
dogmatic  opinion,  and  upon  no  subject  are  they  more  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived than  that  of  medicine  ;  and  as  emptiness  is  favorable  to  sound, 
it  is  a  subject  upon  which  they  are  apt  to  discourse  the  loudest  and  with 
the  greatest  confidence.  This  circumstance  must  have  been  observed 
by  every  one  who  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject  ;  and  the  cun- 
ning and  designing  empiric  has  seized  upon  it  to  aid  him  in  his  imposi- 
tions. Assisted  by  that  good  will  which  liberal  patronage  ever  begets, 
strengthened  by  the  coincident  fact  that  medical  men,  wrapped  in  a 
mantle  of  false  dignity,  have  ever  stood  aloof  from  the  newspaper  press, 
those  impostors  have  carried  almost  the  whole  phalanx,  with  all  its  power 
and  influence,  in  their  favor.  Thus  do  our  daily  prints  present  long  ar- 
ticles, frequently  written  in  a  sprightly  style,  in  favor  of  homoeopathy, 
hydropathy,  Brandrethism,  Moffatism  and  Townsendism,  which,  while 
they  are  successful  in  gulling  the  ignorant,  to  the  man  of  sense  and  in- 
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telligence  would  prove  their  authors  worthy  of  a  strait  jacket,  or  a  pair 
of  long  ears,  did  he  not  know  that  they  have  been  bought  with  a  liberal 
fee.  Paracelsus. 
October  7,  1847. 


CASES  OF  POISONING  BY  ARSENIC. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  is  at  your  disposal.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1847, 
Mrs.  Rowell  and  daughter,  then  residing  with  Levi  Pearce,  of  Goshen, 
were  seized  with  vomiting  immediately  after  taking  breakfast.  The 
daughter  had  been  subject  to  sick  turns,  as  she  was  suffering  from  phthisis 
of  several  years'  standing.  Mrs.  Howell's  symptoms  were  vomiting,  pain 
in  the  epigastrium,  purging  and  white  tongue.  She  was  immediately 
relieved  by  pilulae  hydrarg.  and  morph.,  followed  in  a  few  hours  by  a 
cathartic.  On  the  8th,  continued  quiet ;  had  taken  light  food,  which  set 
well  on  the  stomach.  Did  not  see  her  again,  but  learned,  after  her  death, 
that  the  symptoms  returned  on  the  9th,  and  continued  until  the  morning 
of  the  11th,  when  death  put  an  end  to  her  sufferings.  No  physician  was 
called  at  the  second  attack.  The  symptoms  of  the  daughter  were  less 
severe.  No  purging  ;  bowels  rather  torpid,  as  usual  from  the  use  of 
opium,  which  attracted  no  unusual  attention.  After  the  death  of  her 
mother,  she  was  removed  to  Levi  Rowell's.  I  could  not  learn  that  Mrs. 
R.  had  taken  anything  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  although  very  par- 
ticular to  inquire  what  she  had  taken  for  breakfast. 

On  the  18th  August,  was  called  to  visit  the  daughter,  now  Mrs. 
Messer,  who  was  expecting  accouchement.  Immediately  after  taking 
breakfast,  of  which  I  also  partook,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  minutes, 
and  some  in  much  less  time,  all  the  family  were  seized  with  vomiting, 
most  of  them  with  severe  burning  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  followed  by 
purging,  and  spasm  of  abdomen  and  extremities,  extreme  anxiety  of 
countenance,  and  deadly  paleness.  All  recovered  in  a  few  weeks,  except 
Mrs.  Abel,  wife  of  Rev.  Alfred  Abel,  who  died  on  the  fifth  day,  with 
symptoms  of  gastro-enteritis.  When  I  rose  from  the  table,  I  felt  unwell, 
stepped  to  the  door,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  being  nauseated,  walked 
twenty  or  thirty  rods  into  the  field  which  surrounded  the  house,  and 
vomited  the  tea  and  a  small  quantity  of  bread  which  I  had  taken.  Re- 
turned in  about  thirty  minutes,  and  learned  that  they  were  all  sick,  five 
in  number,  had  vomited,  and  were  then  in  great  distress.  I  exclaimed, 
we  are  poisoned  ;  and  inquired  about  the  food  we  had  eaten.  The  wo- 
man who  had  made  the  tea,  brought  the  canister,  and  pointed  to  a 
powder  in  the  bottom,  the  tea  having  been  all  used,  and  stated  that  con- 
siderable of  it  was  mixed  with  the  tea  used  for  breakfast,  which  she 
supposed  to  be  flour.  I  enveloped  the  powder  in  a  paper  and  carried  it 
home,  together  with  some  of  the  bread,  and  sent  it  to  Prof.  Hubbard,  of 
Hanover,  the  same  day,  for  analysis.  The  powder  proved  to  be  arse- 
nious  acid.    Immediately  on  discovering  our  situation,  suspecting  the 
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poison  to  be  arsenic,  I  took  a  dose  of  ipecac,  myself,  and  gave  it  to  the 
others,  and  directed  them  to  keep  up  the  vomiting  with  the  ipecac,  and 
mustard  until  the  physician  arrived  whom  I  had  sent  for,  residing  about 
two  miles  distant.  I  ascertained  by  examination  that  the  woman  could 
be  left  with  safety,  as  she  had  not  partaken  of  our  breakfast.  I  started 
for  my  residence  at  Newport,  distant  about  five  miles.  Previous  to 
starting,  mixed  about  one  drachm  of  carb.  iron  (sesqui-oxide),  it  being  all 
I  had,  with  flour  of  slippery  elm,  and  took  it  then  and  on  the  way,  which 
gave  temporary  relief.  The  vomiting  returning,  I  called  at  a  farmer's 
and  drank  two  tumblers  of  milk,  which  remained  on  the  stomach  until  I 
had  rode  two  miles.  Vomiting  returning  at  intervals.  On  reaching 
home,  I  repeated  the  carb.  iron  in  drachm  doses,  and  drank  copiously  of 
slippery  elm.  Vomiting  subsided  after  moving  the  bowels  with  enema, 
not  being  able  to  retain  oil  upon  the  stomach.  Had  palpitation  on 
making  exertion  to  move.    Had  quiet  night. 

Aug.  19th. — Headache;  eyes  injected  and  painful;  tongue  white; 
burning  heat  in  skin  ;  eruption  about  the  neck  and  face  ;  but  little  burn- 
ing at  the  stomach  ;  bowels  moved  with  black  draught. 

20th.— Much  better.  Drove  twelve  miles.  Tongue  continued  white 
for  about  ten  days.    Diet,  elm  tea,  bread  and  milk. 

Tenth  day,  considerable  burning  and  pain  at  the  epigastrium  and  right 
hypochondrium,  increased  on  exercise.  Cathartic  of  oleum  ricini  and 
carb.  iron  gave  relief  to  the  burning.  This  was  taken  several  times  the 
first  twelve  days.  The  bowels  were  torpid  ;  the  stools  of  a  leaden  color 
for  about  three  weeks,  when  they  gradually  assumed  a  healthy  character. 
Health  completely  restored  in  thirty  days. 

The  tea  was  brought  with  Miss  Rowell  from  Levi  Pearce's.  Her 
mother,  who  died  in  June,  drank  of  the  tea  at  the  time  of  her  first 
attack,  which  was  repeated  and  produced  the  second.  No  design  of 
poisoning  is  suspected  in  the  last  cases  of  the  18th  of  August.  In 
those  of  June  there  are  strong  suspicions.  An  autopsy  was  had  of  the 
bodies  of  Mrs.  A.  and  R.  Although  Mrs.  Rowell  had  been  dead  nearly 
six  weeks,  the  appearances  of  the  two  were  so  similar,  and  corresponded 
so  nearly  to  those  described  by  authors,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt 
death  was  occasioned  by  arsenic.  The  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  of 
Mrs.  Rowell  was  observed  to  be  pulpy  and  highly  injected  ;  the  peri- 
toneal coat  very  florid,  increasing  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  Near 
the  pyloric  extremity  the  appearance  was  thought  to  be  that  of  ulcera- 
tion. The  stomach  of  Mrs.  A.  was  much  inflamed,  as  well  as  the  duode- 
num. Peritoneal  coat,  like  the  former,  quite  florid.  The  odor  referred 
to  in  a  note  by  Dr.  Griffith,  Editor  of  Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
was  distinctly  observed  in  both  cases.  Thos.  Sanborn. 

Newport,  N.  H.,  Oct.  12,  1847. 
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THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY,  AND  THE  EFFECTS 
OF  MARCHING  AND  A  CAMP  LIFE  IN  PRODUCING 
AND  MODIFYING  DISEASE. 

By  W.  B.  Herrick,  M.D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Rush  Medical  College,  late  Surg.  1st 
Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  many  inends,  and  with  the  view 
of  satisfying  to  some  extent,  the  desire  manifested  by  our  medical  brethren 
for  information  concerning  the  medical  department  of  our  army  in  Mexico, 
we  propose  to  lay  before  our  readers,  from  time  to  time,  such  facts  and 
remarks  as  we  may  deem  most  interesting  and  worthy  of  their  attention. 

As  an  introduction  to  our  subject,  we  shall  endeavor,  at  this  time,  to 
give  a  brief  history  of  a  surgeon's  duties,  as  prescribed  by  army  regula- 
tions, and  to  make  a  few  remarks  of  a  general  character  upon  the  effect 
of  long  marches  and  a  camp  life  in  producing  and  modifying  disease. 

With  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  medical  department,  it  may 
be  stated  that  the  Surgeon  General,  stationed  at  Washington,  is  charged 
with  its  administrative  details,  and  has  the  control  of  all  the  officers  be- 
longing to  it.  He  assigns  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  to  regi- 
ments, posts,  and  stations,  and  all  official  communications  from  them 
are  made  direct  to  him. 

The  senior  medical  officer  of  every  separate  division  of  the  army,  in 
the  capacity  of  medical  director,  inspects  hospitals,  sees  that  the  neces- 
sary medicines  are  provided,  and  that  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons 
perform  their  dujies  and  abide  by  the  rules  and  regulations  given  for 
their  government  and  direction. 

The  surgeon  of  a  regiment,  so  far  as  his  professional  duties  are  con- 
cerned, obeys  the  instructions  of  the  medical  director,  and  is  responsible 
to  him  for  the  order  and  neatness  of  his  hospital,  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  assistants  and  attendants  perform  their  duties,  and  for  the  comfort 
and  proper  treatment  of  the  sick.  It  is  his  duty  to  keep,  for  the  inspec- 
tion  of  the  medical  director,  a  register,  containing  the  names  and  rank 
of  the  sick  under  his  charge,  and,  also,  a  prescription  and  diet  book  con- 
taining his  written  prescriptions  and  directions  for  every  case. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  orderly  sergeant  of  each  company  to  make,  to 
the  surgeon,  written  morning  reports  of  sick,  and  to  see  that  those  who 
are  able,  present  themselves  for  inspection  at  time  and  place  appointed 
by  the  surgeon.  Every  surgeon  or  assistant  surgeon,  having  charge  of 
sick,  makes  monthly  reports  to  the  medical  director,  and  every  one  at- 
tending to  the  sick  of  a  regiment,  post  or  garrison,  makes  daily  morning 
reports  to  the  commanding  officer,  with  such  remarks  and  suggestions  in 
relation  to  whatever  may  affect  the  health  of  the  soldiers  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  and  proper. 

With  regard  to  personal  observation  and  experience,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  writer  of  this  communication  joined  the  division  of  the  army 
under  General  Wool,  at  San  Antonio,1  Texas,  about  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  1st  Regiment  Illinois  volun- 
teers, under  the  lamented  Col.  Hardin,  about  the  20th  of  the  same 
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month,  and  continued  with  that  regiment,  for  the  most  of  the  time,  the 
only  medical  officer  until  the  division  joined  the  main  army  under  Gen. 
Taylor,  near  Saltillo,  about  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

It  appears  from  our  monthly  reports,  that  from  the  20th  of  September 
to  the  1st  of  October,  the  whole  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  regi- 
ment— the  mean  strength  of  which  was,  at  that  time,  about  S00 — was 
as  follows  : — 

Remaining  sick  on  the  20th,  30.  Taken  sick  after  the  20th  and  be- 
fore the  1st  of  October — of  miasmatic  fever,  45  ;  diarrhoea.  38  ;  dysen- 
tery, 2 ;  bronchitis,  20  ;  pneumonia,  3  :  ulcers,  3  ;  abscess,  3  ;  cutaneous 
eruption,  4;  fracture,  1 — total,  119.    Aggregate,  149. 

It  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  above  report  for  a  part  of  September 
with  those  of  other  months  which  will  follow,  that  the  number  of  sick 
was  much  greater  in  proportion  than  at  any  period  of  time  after,  of  the 
same  length.  Among  the  causes  which  conspired  to  produce  a  greater 
amount  of  sickness  at  this  time  than  at  any  subsequent  period,  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  mentioned  as,  probably,  among  the  most  prolific.  The 
men  had  then  been  in  service  but  a  short  time,  and  were  suffering  tem- 
porarily, from  a  change  of  diet  and  habits  consequent  upon  changing  the 
pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  the  comforts  of  home,  for  the  duties  of  soldiers 
and  the  exposures  incidental  to  a  camp  life.  It  is  well  known,  also,  that 
about  a  month  previous  to  this  time,  the  1st  and  2d  Illinois  Regiments, 
soon  after  the  measles  had  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  in  their  camp,  made 
the  march  from  the  coast  to  San  Antonio  just  at  the  close  of  the  rainy 
season,  under  a  scorching  sun,  and  over  plains  covered,  in  many  places, 
to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  feet  with  water.  The  effect  of  this  first  long 
march  was  most  disastrous.  Many  convalescent  from  measles  had  re- 
lapses ;  others  contracted  severe  bronchial  affections  or  diarrhoea,  and  all 
suffered  more  or  less  from  exposure  and  fatigue. 

The  above  is  the  only  instance  in  which  marching  proved  detrimental 
to  health.  At  every  subsequent  period  during  the  campaign,  the  number 
upon  our  sick  report  diminished  most  rapidly,  during  and  immediately 
after  a  long  march,  and  as  certainly  increased  after  remaining  in  camp 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Upon  referring  again  to  our  sick  report  for  the  month  of  September,  it 
appears  that  the  149,  which  was  the  aggregate,  as  before  stated,  were 
disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Returned  to  duty,  95 ;  left  in  General  Hospital  at  San  Antonio,  40 ; 
discharged  from  service,  5  ;  died,  1  ;  remaining  on  the  sick  list,  but 
convalescent  and  able  to  march,  8. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  those  of  the  sick  who,  in  compliance 
with  their  own  requests,  were  permitted  to  remain  with  the  regiment 
and  participate  in  the  fatigues  and  exposures  incidental  to  this  long  march, 
recovered  more  rapidly  and  were  sooner  able  to  return  to  duty  than 
others  apparently  as  well,  but  who  were  left  behind  in  hospital. 

It  appears  that  of  the  149  treated  during  the  last  ten  days  of  Septem- 
ber, 95  were  returned  to  duty  before  the  1st  of  October,  and  previous  to 
marching.    Most  of  these  were  convalescent  from  the  different  diseases 
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above  mentioned,  who  had  been  recovering  but  slowly  whilst  they  re- 
mained still  and  quiet  in  camp,  yet  after  a  few  days  march,  they  improv- 
ed most  rapidly,  and  after  a  week  or  two  were  able  to  perform  a  day's 
march  with  as  much  ease,  apparently,  as  others.  Protracted  diarrhoea 
and  bronchial  affections,  which  had  yielded  but  slowly  under  the  most 
approved  modes  of  treatment  in  camp  and  hospital,  were  apparently 
cured  without  medicine,  by  active  exercise  in  the  open  air. 

These  facts,  as  it  appears  to  us,  show  that  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  this  kind  of  treatment  have  been,  in  general,  underrated  by 
practitioners.  From  observing,  during  the  past  year,  the  salutary  effects 
of  long  marches  in  preventing  and  curing  disease,  we  have  become 
convinced  that  moderate  and  even  active  exercise  in  the  open  air,  with- 
out medicine,  is  more  beneficial  in  many  diseases  than  the  most  approv- 
ed therapeutic  remedies  administered  to  patients  inactive  and  confined 
in  badly-ventilated  apartments.  By  comparing  the  following  report  for 
the  month  of  October,  during  which  we  were,  for  the  most  of  the  time, 
on  the  march  from  San  Antonio  to  Monclova,  with  that  previously  given 
of  the  last  ten  days  of  September  spent  in  camp,  we  find  the  difference 
in  the  number  of  cures  most  remarkable. 

As  before  stated,  eight  remained  sick  the  30th  of  September.  During 
the  month  of  October  the  number  added  was  as  follows  : — 

Cases  of  intermittent  fever,  48;  remittent  fever,  41  ;  diarrhoea,  42; 
mumps,  4  ;  bronchitis,  4  ;  sprains,  4  ;  neuralgia,  1 ;  inflamed  testis,  1 ; 
ophthalmia,  1  ;  scorbutis,  1 — total,  147. 

Aggregate,  155.  These  cases  were  disposed  of  during  the  month  as 
follows  : — 

Returned  to  duty,  119;  sent  to  hospital,  10;  remaining  sick,  10; 
convalescent,  16. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  taken  sick  during  all  of  Oc- 
tober was  but  147,  making  49  the  proportion  for  ten  days,  whilst  on  the 
march;  and  119  for  the  same  length  of  time  in  September  whilst  in 
camp. 

The  importance  of  keeping  an  army  constantly  moving  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  health  of  soldiers,  is  made  still  more  apparent  by  referring  to  our 
report  for  January,  made  soon  after  we  had  joined  General  Taylor's  ad- 
vance near  Saltillo,  after  having  performed  the  almost  unprecedentedly 
rapid  and  long  march  of  about  1000  miles. 

Taken  sick  during  the  month — of  intermittent  fever,  11  ;  remittent 
fever,  23 ;  diarrhoea,  9 ;  constipation,  10  ;  hepatic  disease,  1  ;  bronchi- 
tis, 4;  pneumonia,  1  ;  laryngitis,  1  ;  syphilis,  1  ;  abscess,  4;  ulcers,  3  ; 
fracture  1  ;  rheumatism,  1  ;  tumors,  6  ;  scorbutis,  3;  fistula  in  ano,  1  ; 
anasarca,  1 — total,  81. 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  number  taken  sick  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January,  as  compared  with  September,  was  as  1  to  4, 
nearly  ;  and  as  compared  with  October,  as  1  to  1.7. 

That  the  health-preserving  influence  of  a  long  march  is  very  great,  is 
made  quite  apparent  by  this  comparison  of  some  of  our  monthly  reports. 
Still,  however,  the  statement,  as  made  above,  falls  far  short  of  exhibiting 
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the  full  extent  of  its  beneficial  effects  ;  for  during  a  part  of  the  months 
both  of  October  and  January,  we  were  in  camp,  and  consequently  not 
experiencing,  during  the  whole  time,  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  march. 

The  comparison  of  some  of  our  daily  morning  reports,  exhibiting  the 
number  of  cases  treated  from  day  to  day  whilst  in  camp,  with  others 
made  during  some  of  our  long  marches,  being  free  from  the  above  objec- 
tion, and  therefore  more  strictly  in  accordance  with  facts,  exhibits  a  still 
more  remarkable  difference. 

From  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  November  inclusive,  during  which  time 
we  remained  in  camp,  at  Monclova,  our  daily  morning  report  ranged 
from  19  to  32,  averaging  about  25  for  each  day.  From  the  18th  to  the 
25th  of  December,  on  the  other  hand,  whilst  performing  the  rapid  march 
from  Panas  to  Saltillo,  our  morning  reports  ranged  from  6  to  11,  averag- 
ing about  9  per  day. 

The  comparison  of  our  monthly  reports,  for  reasons  before  stated, 
makes  the  difference  appear  less  than  it  really  was.  On  the  contrary, 
our  morning  reports  whilst,  in  camp,  compared  with  those  made  upon  the 
march,  make  it  greater  than  the  facts  will  justify,  as  it  was  our  practice, 
upon  starting  on  a  long  march,  to  leave  our  worst  cases  behind  in  hos- 
pitals. In  accordance  with  this  practice,  11  of  the  worst  cases  in  our 
regiment  were  left  at  Monclova  when  we  left  there  for  Panas,  and  9  at 
Panas  when  we  left  there  for  Saltillo. 

After  making  all  these  allowances,  and  even  admitting  that  the  whole 
number  left  behind  in  hospital  would  have  remained  upon  the  sick  re- 
port during  the  march,  had  they  continued  on  with  the  regiment,  and 
still  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  sickness  whilst  upon  the  march 
would  have  been  nearly  100  per  cent,  less  than  when  in  camp. 

The  preceding  facts,  as  it  appears  to  us,  show  that  the  difference  in 
the  amount  of  sickness  occurring  in  camp  and  upon  the  march,  is  so 
great  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  our  army,  as  well  as 
a  subject  of  interest  to  the  profession. 

As  to  the  causes  of  this  great  difference,  we  may  remark  that  the 
simple  diet  used  upon  the  march,  being  less  stimulating  and  irritating 
than  the  mixed  food  more  readily  obtained  in  camp,  had  a  less  tendency 
to  produce  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  The  air,  too,  in  and  around  large 
encampments,  becomes,  after  a  time,  vitiated,  and  tends  really,  no  doubt, 
to  the  production  of  miasmatic  and  other  diseases.  But,  above  all, 
inactivity,  both  of  body  and  mind,  produces  lassitude  and  general  debility. 

Our  remarks  upon  the  above  subject  have  already  extended  too  far, 
perhaps,  to  be  profitable  to  our  readers  ;  we  shall,  therefore,  close  for  the 
present,  remarking,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is  our  intention  to  lay  before 
them  in  the  next  No.  of  our  Journal,  a  brief  history  of  some  of 
the  most  important  cases  that  have  occurred  under  our  observation  ;  and 
also  a  short  account  of  our  surgical  experience  during  and  after  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista. — 'Illinois  and  Indiana  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour, 
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THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   OCTOBER  20,  1847. 


The  Yellow  Fever  in  Neiv  Orleans. — The  latest  accounts  from  New  Or- 
leans represent  the  fever  as  abating.  The  following  brief  notice  of  the 
epidemic,  from  the  September  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  doubtless  gives  a  correct  representation  of  its  extent  at 
the  time  it  was  written,  although  some  abatement  would  seem  to  have  taken 
place  sooner  than  was  anticipated  by  the  writer. 

"  The  present  number  of  our  Journal  is  sent  forth  under  the  harassing 
cares  and  painful  anxieties  of  a  severe  epidemic  of  our  city's  great  scourge, 
Yellow  Fever.  Since  the  commencement  of  this  Journal,  we  have  had  to 
announce  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  upon  two  separate  occasions,  viz., 
in  1844  and  1846,  but  never  before  as  an  epidemic,  in  our  September  num* 
ber.  In  our  last  we  alluded  to  the  prevailing  apprehensions  and  flying  re- 
ports on  the  subject,  but  stated  that  there  had  been  no  well-marked  case  of 
yellow  fever  in  the  city.  Very  soon  after  we  went  to  press  the  disease 
actually  made  its  appearance  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  about  the  same 
time,  and  the  cases  have  steadily  increased  ever  since,  until  the  present 
moment,  when  it  completely  engrosses  the  attention  of  the  community = 
As  is  generally  the  case,  the  rumors  which  go  abroad  respecting  the  amount 
of  sickness  are  greatly  exaggerated,  but  we  would  not  disguise  the  fact  that 
the  sickness  is  already  great,  and  constantly  increasing.  Nor  can  we  hope 
for  any  material  mitigation  until  the  appearance  of  frost.  It  is  yet  a  long 
period,  shadowed  with  the  most  gloomy  forebodings,  in  which  the  pesti- 
lence may  be  expected  to  reign  over  our  devoted  city,  and  none  knoweth 
who  shall  survive  to  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow,  affliction  and  death. 

"  A  general  epidemic  of  fever  has  hardly  ever  been  known  to  prevail  in 
our  city  at  so  early  a  period  as  at  present.  We  have  endeavored  to  trace 
the  commencement  and  gradual  spread  of  what  is  called  yellow  fever,  as 
carefully  as  possible,  and  have  collected  some  facts  and  memoranda  which 
we  think  will  tend  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  but  they  must  be  re- 
served for  a  future  occasion,  as  our  engagements  will  not  allow  us  to  dilate 
on  them  at  present.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  has 
been  no  connection  whatever  between  the  first  well-marked  cases  that  oc» 
curred  ;  one  happening  in  one  place,  and  another  quite  distant.  Within  a 
week  after  the  first  man  died  with  black  vomit  at  the  Charity  Hospital, 
cases  were  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  city." 

"  As  usual,  the  lower  class  of  society  has  suffered  first,  and  to  the  great- 
est extent.  When  the  deaths  from  the  fever  at  the  Charity  Hospital 
amounted  to  from  8  to  15  a  day,  but  few  physicians  had  more  than  four  or 
five  cases  under  treatment  in  private  practice.  It  has  been  remarked  that 
there  have  been  more  cases  than  usual  among  negroes,  but  the  disease  is 
evidently  lighter  among  them  than  the  whites.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  every  form  and  grade  of  summer  fever  may  be  seen  in  our  city  at 
the  present  time — as  mild  intermittent  and  remittent  fever,  dysentery,  mild 
and  grave  yellow  fever,  and  congestive  or  pernicious  intermittent,  sometimes 
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terminating  fatally  in  the  second  chill.  All  these  forms  of  fever  may  oc- 
casionally be  seen  blended  or  running  into  each  other — the  milder  into  the 
grave,  and  vice  versa." 


Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. — Who  will  be  elevated 
to  the  professorship  vacated  by  Dr.  Hare  ?  is  the  often-repeated  question. 
No  secondary  man  could  sustain  himself  at  a  post  where  the  inventor  of 
the  double  blowpipe  has  taught  with  distinguished  ability  thirty  consecu- 
tive years.  Who  are  the  chemists  of  the  day,  fitted  by  study  and  prac- 
tice, to  stand  up  in  that  forum,  and  explain  the  laws  of  the  material  uni- 
verse, with  that  grace,  tact,  and  unquestionable  learning,  which  should  be 
united  in  Dr.  Hare's  successor  ?  Pennsylvania  University  should  have 
a  brilliant,  learned,  agreeable  professor  of  chemistry.  Sad  as  the  fact 
is,  it  is  none  the  less  true,  that  chemistry  is  not,  and  has  not  been,  in  the 
schools  of  medicine,  what  it  should  be — the  important  branch  of  a  medical 
education.  Hundreds  of  anatomists  or  surgeons  are  at  hand  :  but  when  a 
chemist  is  required,  fitted  for  professorial  services,  the  candidates  are 
scarce.  To  be  young,  is  about  as  much  of  a  misfortune,  in  these  days,  as 
it  was  when  Wm.  Piit  was  a  youth  :  it  was  thought  then,  as  it  is  now, 
that  a  man  must  be  an  antique,  must  be  gray  headed,  or  wear  a  horse-hair 
wig,  or  walk  on  crutches,  before  he  has  the  appropriate  qualifications  for 
being  a  public  teacher.  When  will  trustees  and  corporations  deliberate 
and  decide  respecting  appointments,  upon  common-sense  principles  ? 

Should  the  inquiry  arise,  why  we  take  an  interest  in  the  character  of  a 
professorship  so  remote  from  New  England,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark, 
in  answer,  that  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
has  been  upheld  by  great  names  from  its  first  organization  ;  and  it  is  solely 
a  feeling  of  national  pride  in  the  splendid  career  of  the  ancestral  school  of 
medical  science  on  the  continent  of  America,  that  leads  to  these  expressions 
of  solicitude  for  its  future  progress  and  dignity. 


Medical  College  of  Ohio. — One  of  the  oldest  public  institutions  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  the  medical  college.  It  has  maintained  a  good  and  grow- 
ing reputation,  from  small  beginnings,  till  the  odor  of  its  good  name  is  ex- 
tensively diffused  over  the  prairies  of  the  West.  A  preliminary  series 
of  lectures,  without  charge,  is  given  by  the  professors,  to  those  who  matri- 
culate. We  can  assure  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  College,  that 
the  buildings,  cabinets,  library,  hospital,  &c,  are  excellent,  for  we  have 
examined  them  all — and  Cincinnati  is  a  delightful,  hospitable  city,  rightly 
christened  the  Queen  of  the  West. 


Indiana  Medical  College. — A  prospectus  of  the  coming  course  of  medi- 
cal lectures  at  Laporte  University,  indicates  a  spirited  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Faculty  to  meet  the  high  expectations  of  the  public.  Educated 
practitioners  are  needed  at  the  West,  to  take  the  places  of  those  hosts  of 
charlatans,  who  obtrude  themselves  into  new  settlements,  and  who  pass 
for  current  coin  till  contrasted  with  educated  men.  Nineteen  students 
were  admitted  to  the  doctorate  at  the  last  commencement  of  the  institution. 
In  connection  with  the  school  of  medicine,  is  the  North-western  Academy 
of  the  Natural  and  Medical  Sciences,  which  opens  a  new  field  for  the  exer- 
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cise  of  active,  cultivated  minds.  Dr.  Shipman  exerts  all  the  energies  of 
his  active  mind,  sustained  and  cheered  by  professional  associates,  all  am- 
bitious to  raise  the  College  to  a  distinguished  position — and  it  would  be  a 
phenomenon  in  the  history  of  medical  enterprise,  if  their  efforts  should  not 
succeed. 

American  Medical  Almanac. — For  several  years  we  were  the  construc- 
tor of  a  publication  with  this  title.  If  our  publisher  should  feel  himself 
aggrieved  by  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  copying  the 
name  and  general  arrrangements  of  our  Almanac,  we  should  feel  bound 
to  strengthen  his  hands,  provided  he  paid  the  old  score  of  two  years'  ser- 
vices still  due,  for  literary  labor  on  a  work  that  was  well  received  by  the 
public,  but  which  was  a  dead  loss  to  our  humble  self,  the  editor.  Who  the 
compiler  of  this  Almanac  is,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  There  is  nothing 
original,  as  already  intimated,  in  the  design  or  matter,  although  it  consti- 
tutes a  very  convenient  and  excellent  table  book  of  reference,  in  regard  to 
everything  pertaining  to  the  medical  institutions  of  this  country.  Experience 
has  shown  that  medical  almanacs  cannot  be  depended  upon,  like  other 
periodicals,  as  property  yielding  a  satisfactory  profit.  It  would  be  extremely 
gratifying,  however,  to  learn  that  this  receives  such  substantial  patronage 
as  to  insure  its  continuation,  from  year  to  year,  through  coming  generations. 

Large  Tumor. — Dr.  Townsend,  Sen.,  of  this  city,  removed  a  tumor 
from  a  lady's  shoulder,  in  a  neighboring  town,  last  week,  which  weighed 
five  pounds  and  twelve  ounces.  Dr.  Townsend  is  not  only  a  very  expert, 
but  a  very  successful,  operator. 


Professorship  of  Insanity. — We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  a  Professor- 
ship of  Insanity  has  been  established  at  one  Medical  School.  The  Wil- 
loughby  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  appointed  Samuel  M.  Smith, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Insanity.  We  think  there 
should  be  a  distinct  course  of  lectures  on  mental  maladies,  at  every  medical 
school.  Dr.  Smith  has  some  practical  knowledge  of  insanity,  having  been 
an  Assistant  Physician  at  the  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum  for  several  years. — 
American  Journal  of  Insanity. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Strong's  Dissertation  on  Typhus  Fever,  Dr.  Castle  on  the  Pa- 
thology of  the  Teeth,  and  Dr.  Mitchell's  remarks  on  the  Lungs,  have  been  received. 

The  Medical  Statistics,  alluded  to  by  our  correspondent  in  Missouri,  will  be  very  acceptable. 


Married,— Wm.E.  Townsend,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  Ellen  E.  Britton.— At  Portland,  Me., 
Gilman  Davis,  M.D.,  to  Miss  F.  M.  Jordan.— Ethan  A.  Barrow,  M.D.,of  Webster,  Mass. ,  to  Miss 
C.  U.  Fuller. 


Died. — Iu  Boston,  Dr.  Wm.  Carrington,  of  Colebrook,  Conn.,  43. — At  Peacham,  Vt.,  Dr.  G. 
W.  Cobb,  a  highly-esteemed  physician,^. — In  Baltimore,  Dr.  Richard  Wilmot  Hall.  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Maryland. — At  Mason.  Ohio,  Dr.  Jonathan 
Holcomb,  a  native  of  Sheffield,  Mass.,  85. 


^  Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston—tor  the  week  ending  Oct.  16th.  87— Males,  53— females,  34.— 
Stillborn,  2.  Of  consumption,  5 — typhus  fever,  14— disease  of  the  bowels,  12 — dysentery,  28 
— nervous  fever,  1— scald,  1— debility.  3— murdered,  1— apoplexy.  J— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 

—suicide,  1— tumor,  1— drowned,  3— infantile,  4— old  age,  3— smallpox,  1— accidental,  1— pleu- 
risy, 1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — measles,  1 — paralysis,  2 — teething,  2. 

Under  5  years,  33— between  5  and  20  years,  1 1— between  20  and  40  years,  23— between  40  and 
60  years,  9 — over  60  years,  11. 
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Professor  P.  F.  Eve,  of  Augusta,  Geo.,  editor  of  the  Southern  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  writes  from  Paris  to  his  colleagues,  as  follows,  re- 
specting a  distressing  case  of  epilepsy  which  has  long  proved  to  him  a 
severe  domestic  affliction. 

Epilepsy. — You  are  aware  that  it  is  a  case  of  this  affection  that  has 
brought  me  here,  and  which  supervened  upon  premature  delivery.  I  had. 
come  to  Paris  to  consult  Professors  Velpeau,  Rostan  and  Trousseau,  and 
have  already  accomplished  my  object.  The  latter  gentleman  could  not, 
because  of  previous  engagements,  meet  at  the  consultation,  and  therefore 
made  his  visit  alone.  After  obtaining  a  history  of  the  case,  which  is  brief- 
ly this — the  first  attack  of  convulsions  coming  on  about  three  weeks  after 
the  premature  accouchement,  then  the  second  about  the  end  of  the  same  in- 
terval, with  subsequent  recurrences  varying  from  four  to  nine  weeks — a 
permanent  pain  in  the  head,  which  has  never  yet  been  entirely  relieved — 
failure  of  all  medication,  as  nitrate  of  silver,  oxide  of  silver,  arsenic,  qui- 
nine, valerianate  of  zinc,  hydriodate  of  potash,  active  purgation,  ptyalism, 
seton  to  the  neck,  issues  to  the  arm  and  leg,  cold  affusion  to  the  head,  diet, 
narcotics  of  various  kinds,  &c,  &c,  visit  to  the  Madison  Springs,  Saratoga 
Springs,  travelling,  a  sea  voyage  of  thirty  days — nothing  as  yet  having  in- 
terrupted the  attacks.  Prof.  Trousseau  recommended  one  medical  and  one 
surgical  means — the  powder  of  the  root  or  leaves  of  belladonna  in  small 
regulated  and  guarded  doses  for  several  months,  and  ligatures  to  the  primi* 
tive  carotids.  He  was  aware  the  latter  proposition  would  not  be  sanctioned 
by  the  profession,  but  he  repeatedly  said  were  it  his  own  son  affected  with 
epilepsy,  he  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  ligate  these  arteries.  We  do 
not  know  what  this  disease  is,  he  remarked,  and  so  profound  a  change  in 
the  nutrition  of  the  brain  would  be  produced  by  closure  of  the  carotids,  that 
I  know  no  means  in  this  affection  more  available,  or  which  promises  as 
much  as  their  ligation.  Prof.  Rostan  assumed,  in  the  consultation  with 
Prof.  Velpeau,  the  management  of  the  case.  The  plan,  agreed  upon  by 
them,  consisted  in  prolonged  sedative  baths  to  the  skin,  hot  pediluvia,  with 
cold  stream  of  water  to  the  head,  regulation  of  the  bowels,  and  the  pow- 
dered root  of  belladonna.  There  being  no  hereditary  tendency  in  this  case, 
and  no  permanent  external  symptom  of  disease  in  the  brain,  they  all  think, 
by  great  care  and  perseverance  in  the  treatment,  that  it  will  be  cured. 
They  consider  it  a  severe  one,  especially  on  account  of  its  persistence,  now 
sixteen  months ;  and  that  it  is  cephalic,  and  not  now  dependent  on  the 
uterus.  Each  of  the  above-named  gentlemen  utterly  refused  any  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  this  case." 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
next,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Austin  Flint,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  Webster,  M.D. 
Obstetrics  and  Medical  jurisprudence,  by  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  James  Hadley,  M.D. 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D. 
General  Pathology  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
The  fees  for  the  Course,  $62.   Matriculation  fee,  $3.   Boarding,  including  the  expenses  of  room, 
fuel  and  light,  from  $1,50  to  $2,25  per  week. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  daily  through  the  course,  at  which  a  great  variety  of  cases 
and  operations  are  presented.  The  cabinet  of  Materia  Medica  is  complete-,  and  the  Pathological  de- 
partment has  been  enriched  by  recent  purchases  at  home  and  abroad.  The  most  ample  material  for 
dissection  will  be  supplied  at  all  times  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

Neiv  York,  July  12,  1847.  July21— ept021  CHARLES  A.  LEE,  Dean. 


FRESH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES, 
Of  superior  quality,  carefully  prepared  for  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favorable  terms, 
at  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10.— tf  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf.) 
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ON  THE    PRESENT  STATE  OF   MEDICAL   SCIENCE,  AND  ON  THE 
NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  TYPHUS. 

A  Dissertation  read  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  Sept.  24.,  1847,  by 

WOODBRIDGE  STRONG,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

My  object,  in  this  paper,  will  require  me  to  use  the  first  person,  oftener 
than,  in  ordinary  cases,  would  be  consistent  with  good  taste  ;  but,  as  I 
design  to  speak  much  of  myself,  my  object  would  not  be  attained  without 
introducing  my  hero. 

It  can  be  no  secret  to  the  profession,  that  my  mode  of  practice  is  a 
wide  departure  from  that  received  by  my  medical  brethren  ;  and  it  is 
not  unreasonable  that  those  who  take  any  interest  in  the  matter,  should 
be  desirous  of  knowing  what  have  been  and  are  the  reasons  for  this — why 
I  have  left  the  methods  in  which  I  was  educated,  and  according  to 
which  I  practised  in  my  early  career,  to  follow  another.  My  object  is 
not  so  much  to  apologize,  as  to  inform  my  professional  brethren  of  the 
reasons  for  what  I  have  done  ;  and. this  is  undertaken  the  more  willingly, 
because  I  believe  the  methods  which  I  pursue  have  intrinsic  excellence 
— that  however  pursued  by  me,  they  are  the  methods,  above  all  others, 
which  present  a  clue  by  which  the  physician  is  to  escape  from  that  laby- 
rinth in  which  ancient  and  modern  medicine  is,  and  has  ever  been,  in- 
volved. Meantime,  the  short  space  allotted  by  custom  to  this  paper,  is 
not  long  enough  for  anything  but  a  few  hints — an  imperfect  enumeration 
of  some  of  the  things  on  which  my  method  is  founded.  To  do  justice 
to  the  matter  would  require  a  volume. 

A  thorough  diagnosis  of  the  pathological  condition  of  all  the  organs 
of  the  patient  which  are  important  to  life,  in  every  case  of  disease,  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  all  rational  and  useful  medication.  It  is  not  enough 
to  diagnose  the  name  of  the  disease,  as  of  typhus,  or  rheumatism ;  but 
we  should  also  diagnose  the  state  of  all  the  organs,  as  of  the  lungs  and 
heart,  but  especially  of  the  abdominal  viscera — the  solid  with  respect  to 
their  size  and  other  conditions,  and  the  hollow  as  to  their  contents  ;  and 
so  to  diagnose  as  that  the  prescription  shall  be  a  fair  deduction  from  the 
diagnosis.  Let  there  be  no  guessing  here.  Let  no  one  use  or  abstain 
from  using  cathartics,  in  any  grave  case,  unless  he  has  settled  the  matter 
beyond  a  peradventure,  that  they  are,  or  are  not  required  ;  that  there  are, 
or  are  not  matters  in  the  bowels,  which  should  be  removed  ;  and  when 
13 
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this  is  known,  he  need  not  fear  to  abstain  from,  or  use,  as  the  case  may 
be,  the  required  remedies,  and  when  needed  to  repeat  them  as  often,  and 
continue  them  as  long,  as  anything  remains  to  be  removed.  Without 
such  a  searching  diagnosis,  the  physician  is  always  vacillating,  never  cer- 
tain of  the  state  of  the  disease  or  the  treatment  required. 

So  with  respect  to  local  lesions.  For  instance,  it  is  not  enough  to 
diagnose  tubercles  of  the  lungs  and  their  condition,  whether  of  inflamma- 
tion or  suppuration  ;  we  ought  further  to  diagnose  the  condition  of  all 
the  other  viscera,  especially  those  of  cbylification,  as  their  state  and  con- 
dition most  affect  the  system  for  health  or  otherwise,  as  their  derange- 
ment, especially  by  the  overstaying  of  their  contents,  depraves  the  sys- 
tem and  prepares  it  for  the  invasion  of  phthisis  ;  unrelieved,  it  delivers  it 
up  to  its  ravages. 

Tubercles  and  ulcerations  of  the  lungs  are  often  vicarious  ;  the  local 
affection  being  set  up  to  relieve  a  more  general  irritation.  The  source 
of  this  irritation  should  be  known  and  relieved,  in  order  to  bring  relief 
to  the  local  affection  :  the  principal  root  must  be  cut  off  and  eradicated, 
before  the  plant  which  springs  from  it  will  be  effectually  destroyed. 

All  this  and  more  should  be  known,  before  our  work  of  diagnosis  is 
done  ;  short  of  this,  it  bears  no  fruit  to  the  healing  art.  We  should  also 
estimate  accurately  the  importance  of  what  we  discover.  The  profes- 
sion have  never  adequately  estimated  the  injurious  influence  which 
comes  to  every  organ — to  the  whole  system—to  the  vitality  itself — 
from  the  depraved  contents  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  from  overstaying 
in  those  organs.  We  talk  of  ventilation,  of  pure  air,  for  health;  and  suf- 
fer the  bowels  of  our  patients  to  be  filled  with  contents  so  depraved,  that 
these  emanations  contaminate  all  the  other  organs,  and  fill  the  atmos- 
phere around  with  their  putrid  and  poisonous  exhalations,  and  yet  look 
upon  the  evacuation  of  this  as  among  the  greatest  of  evils.  A  diarrhoea, 
coming  as  a  God-send  under  such  circumstances,  creates  the  greatest 
alarm,  and  the  physician  hastens  to  stop  it,  and  strives  to  seal  the  indi- 
vidual hermetically,  as  if  he  feared  the  loss  of  something  precious;  in- 
stead of  looking  upon  it  as  a  happy  visitation,  something  that,  by  relieving 
the  party  from  his  own  fetor,  may  reconcile  him  to  himself,  and  render 
his  presence  more  bearable  to  others. 

No  such  importance  as  this,  is,  or  has  been  in  the  past,  attributed  to 
diagnosis.  There  are,  and  have  been,  many  who  have  practised  without 
any  diagnosis  at  all ;  some  not  even  pretending  to  name  the  disease,  and 
never  the  organs  principally  involved  ;  they  have  contented  themselves 
with  prescribing  for  symptoms. 

This  has  not  been  peculiar  to  this  country  or  to  any  part  of  it,  but  has 
been  universal.  Medicine  has  been  practised  with  less  knowledge  of  the 
subject  than  would  suffice  to  do  any  other  business,  which  falls  to  the  lot 
of  humanity.  What !  practise  medicine,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient ;  guess  at  the  disease,  and  guess  at  the  remedy  ! 
This  is  indeed  "  applying  remedies  of  which  we  know  little,  to  bodies 
of  which  we  know  less."  Who  among  us  would  commit  the  most  trivial 
article  worth  mending,  into  the  hands  of  one  as  ignorant  of  its  lesions  and 
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of  what  is  needed  to  repair  it,  as  are  the  greater  part  of  the  profession 
of  the  diseases  of  their  patients  ? 

In  every  other  occupation,  the  repairer  of  breaches  first  finds  out  the 
injury,  the  nature  of  the  damage,  and  then  applies  himself,  with  a  definite 
purpose,  to  repair  it.  The  physician  often,  on  the  contrary,  guesses  at 
the  injury  and  the  remedy,  or  perhaps  abridges  the  process,  and  pre- 
scribes for  symptoms  without  even  the  trouble  of  guessing. 

This,  and  such  as  this,  forms  the  basis  of  medical  science ;  and 
we  wonder  that  the  world  will  countenance  quackery,  or  that  we,  in 
1847,  have  to  contend  with  quacks,  in  high  places  and  in  low,  and  that 
the  long-eared  public  does  not  see  the  difference  between  us  and  our  ri- 
vals, and  respect  us  more.  We,  who  have  the  books,  the  records  of  all 
the  experience  of  the  past,  clothed  in  such  panoply,  have  to  contend 
with  the  men  of  yesterday  ;  mailed  knights,  with  naked  peasantry;  and 
the  contest  doubtful — victory,  perching  now  on  this,  now  on  the  other 
standard.  We  call  medicine  a  science;  and  medical  men,  who  have 
been  systematically  educated,  scientific  ;  but  what  claim  has  either  to 
the  appellation?  What  are  the  books  of  medicine — the  best  of  them — 
we  speak  of  therapeutics — but  records  of  superficial  views  of  disease,  or 
deductions  as  superficial  ?  Mere  vague  conjectures.  What  notions  does 
every  one  bring  to  the  treatment  of  disease,  but  such  as  these  ?  Any 
one,  who  should  pretend  to  certainty  in  this  matter,  would  be  laughed 
at  for  his  presumption,  or  sneered  at  for  his  simplicity,  as  not  having 
arrived  at  that  esoteric  state  of  scepticism,  which  marks  the  charac- 
ter of  all  the  initiated. 

The  highest  and  the  palmiest  state  of  medicine  is  to  be  sceptical,  to 
do  really  nothing,  and  prevent  the  patients  doing  anything  ;  and  thus 
to  leave  the  case  to  nature.  The  physician,  is  but  little  better  than  a 
higher  grade  nurse ;  he  has  read  more,  and  seen  more,  than  his  worthy 
coadjutor,  who  bears  that  name,  par  excellence,  but  he  is  only  her  senior, 
and  has  advanced  one  step  further.  She  has  great  faith  in  the  doctor, 
and  his  medicine ;  he  doubts  the  whole  matter,  and  considers  it  a  hum- 
bug, a  tub  to  the  whale,  which  may  serve  to  amuse  him.  Nevertheless, 
he  conceals  his  scepticism,  and  conforms  his  practice  to  the  received  no- 
tions. Success  in  medicine,  that  which  is  most  especially  aimed  at,  the 
rewards,  is  eminently  connected  with  standing  well  with  the  nurses,  and 
it  is  well  to  consult  the  by-standers,  to  get  the  approval  of  all  concerned. 
In  all  scientific  pursuits,  it  is  presumed  that  he  who  has  devoted  his  life 
to  any  one  of  them,  will  arrive  at  conclusions  which  are  altogether  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  common  mind.  The  chemist  investigates  nature, 
and  discovers  truths  which  contravene  the  received  opinions,  as  it  is 
expected  they  will,  and  they  are  received,  as  undoubted.  But  what 
has  medicine  of  this  kind  ?  what  but  conjectures  has  she  to  propound  ? 
conjectures  baseless  often.  But  in  medicine,  the  doctor's  opinion  passes 
for  little  unless  it  coincides  with  that  of  the  nurse,  the  patient,  or  his 
friends.  They  rather  dictate  to  the  doctor,  than  receive  their  opinions 
from  him;  and  rather  use  him  as  a  convenient  vehicle,  to  carry  out  their 
opinions,  than  to  be  directed  by  him. 
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"Tis  said,  <c  man  is  a  microcosm."  Certainly  he  is  an  enigma,  and 
his  diseases  are  obscure,  and  with  difficulty  understood  ;  affording  scope 
and  verge  enough  for  the  highest  and  the  most  profound  intellect.  In 
this  field  none  need  to  lag,  for  want  of  ground  to  occupy  ;  none  need  to 
weep,  however  advanced,  for  the  want  of  another  world  to  conquer. 

Medicine,  to  be  a  science,  should  have  unravelled  all  the  important 
intricacies  of  the  living  body — so  far,  at  least,  as  its  diseases  are  con- 
cerned—and must  have  gone  far  beyond  the  observation  of  the  superficial. 
There  is  always  a  direct  relation  between  the  intricacies  of  the  subject, 
and  the  discoveries  which  are  made.  When  the  subject  is  trivial,  so 
will  be  the  discoveries  ;  if  it  is  profound,  and  difficult)  all  that  is  dis- 
covered must  have  the  same  character  :  so  that  none  need  be  surprised 
if,  in  investigating  man  and  his  diseases,  facts  should  be  developed,  and 
conclusions  arrived  at,  which  should  directly  contradict  all  previously  re- 
ceived notions.  It  must  be  so,  necessarily.  All  advance  in  medicine 
must  disturb  the  existing  notions  ;  for  either  medicine  has  arrived  at  its 
ultimatum,  and  must  ever  be,  as  it  is  now,  and  ever  has  been,  the 
region  of  shadows  and  mists — a  conclusion  hopeless  to  the  race — or 
there  are  deep  and  hidden  truths  yet  to  be  fished  up,  such  as  shall  con- 
travene and  dissipate  all  the  vague  and  uncertain  opinions  now  extant. 
Medicine  needs  a  ploughshare,  to  run  deep  through  its  barren  turf — to 
uproot  its  old  and  unproductive  fallows.  The  present  stereotyped 
methods  have  done  all  they  are  capable  of  doing.  Men,  and  not  books 
are  what  need  to  be  studied  ;  and  studied,  too,  in  such  manner  as  to 
arrive  at  the  ultimate  facts.  The  profession  is  overlayed  by  false  opi- 
nions, and  authority  has  too  much  influence.  In  the  past  there  are  but 
few  whose  opinions  are  worth  quoting;  and  in  the  present,  there  is  but 
small  advance. 

Before  medicine  can  become  a  science,  much  is  to  be  unlearned,  as 
well  as  learned.  The  habit  of  personifying  disease,  in  our  language, 
has  existed,  until  disease  has  come  to  be,  in  the  minds  of  many,  an 
entity  ;  a  separate  existence,  a  thing  from  without,  like  the  itch  insect, 
or  like  heat,  or  cold,  or  any  one  of  the  physical  elements ;  whereas  we 
should  know  and  feel  that  disease  is  nothing  more  than  a  deranged,  an 
abnormal  action  of  the  living  principle,  the  vitality,  on  its  material  or- 
gans ;  that  the  various  manifestations  of  this  action  constitute  the  various 
diseases  with  which  nosologists  concern  themselves. 

So  far  as  discoveries  go,  nothing  has  come  to  light  to  disprove  the 
opinion  that  the  whole  list  of  diseases  which  have  been  so  carefully 
separated,  may  not  originate  from  the  same  or  similar  causes,  the  same 
root  producing  these  varieties  not  from  any  ultimate  or  intrinsic  diffe- 
rences, but  from  some  accidental  circumstance  directing  the  manifesta- 
tion to  be  in  one  form  rather  than  another,  so,  that  the  whole  fabric  of 
nosology  may  be  as  baseless  as  it  is  useless,  at  least  as  now  taught. 

While  men  concern  themselves  about  the  unessential  distinctions  of 
nosology,  they  will  make  no  advance,  but  are  not  unlike  the  naturalist 
who  should  occupy  himself  with  the  ripples  made  by  the  tentaculse  of 
water  insects,  instead  of  examining  the  central  body  whence  these  motions 
originate. 
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If,  then,  disease  of  every  name  is  only  an  abnormal  action  of  the  liv- 
ing principle  upon  the  material  parts  of  the  body,  we  should  remember, 
that  there  is  a  previous  state  of  the  system  that  predisposes  and  invites 
the  invading  disease.  Even  the  contagious  diseases  require  a  predisposi- 
tion, and  from  a  similar  state  arise  all  spontaneous  diseases.  The  inten- 
sity of  all  diseases,  and  the  aggravation  of  accidents,  depend  on  some 
fault  in  the  condition  of  the  party  ;  and  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general 
principle,  that  the  severity  and  aggravation  of  disease  come  from  causes 
within  the  system  ;  causes,  which  it  is  the  business  of  the  physician  to 
discover  and  counteract— and  until  his  diagnosis  is  sufficiently  searching 
to  discover  them,  his  pathology  sufficiently  philosophic  to  appreciate 
them,  and  his  therapeutics  able  to  counteract  them,  no  advance  will  be 
made,. 

What  need  is  there  of  proof  of  this  ?  All  know,  that  the  intensity  of 
smallpox  is  not  at  all  dependent  on  the  character  or  intensity  of  the 
disease  in  the  party  from  whom  the  contagion  had  been  derived.  This 
is  alike  true  of  all  diseases  ;  of  all  injuries,  accidental  or  otherwise. 
Surgeons  have  boasted  of  the  superiority  of  their  department  over  that 
of  medicine,  inasmuch  as  they  are  concerned  with  external  disease ; 
their  diagnosis  is  easier,  and  with  more  certainty  ascertained.  If  there 
be  any  truth  in  this,  the  unnecessary  operations  and  mutilations  which  are 
constantly  occurring  among  us,  show,  that  some  of  our  surgeons,  at  least, 
have  not  come  up  to  the  privileges  of  their  art.  But  it  is  an  empty 
boast  ;  for  if  it  be  possible,  they  have  more  need  of  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  intimate  condition  of  the  system,  than  the  physician,  since 
on  this  depends  the  result  of  their  operations  ;  and  the  state  of  the  system 
may  be  such,  that  the  slightest  operation  will  wake  up  a  train  of  symp- 
toms which  will  only  terminate  in  death.  He,  therefore,  who  cannot 
make  this  diagnosis,  should  not  dare  to  extirpate  a  wart ;  because  he,  who 
deliberately  undertakes  an  operation,  is  responsible,  and  should  be  held 
so,  for  the  result.  Ignorance  should  be  no  excuse ;  for  what  right  has 
any  one  blindly  to  expose  his  patient  to  such  hazards  ? 

I  repeat,  an  accurate  diagnosis  of  the  intimate  condition  of  the  sys- 
tem is  the  only  foundation  for  a  scientific,  a  rational,  or  a  useful  treat- 
ment of  disease.  The  treatment  should  be  a  fair  deduction  from  such 
a  diagnosis.  Every  prescription  should  be  as  legitimate  an  inference 
from  a  previously  ascertained  condition  of  the  patient,  as  any  conclusion 
in  the  mathematics  are,  from  the  previous  steps  of  the  process. 

Such  are  some  of  my  views  and  principles  of  action.  Jn  every  case 
of  disease,  I  have  endeavored  to  make  such  a  diagnosis  as  I  have 
attempted,  although  imperfectly,  to  describe,  and  I  have  acted  upon 
it  boldly  and  decidedly,  whether  I  had  the  standers-by  with  me 
or  against  me.  Nor  have  I  feared  the  unkind  and  censorious  criticisms 
of  my  medical  brethren.  Not  that  I  would  purposely  brave  their  opi- 
nions ;  but  because  I  knew  that  what  was  said  in  the  matter,  was  said 
through  ignorance.  I  court  the  judgment  of  every  fair-minded  man  ;  but 
must  ask  him,  first,  to  understand  the  matter. 

He,  that  would  convince  me  of  error  in  this  thing,  must  first  have  gone 
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through  a  course  of  observation  such  as  I  have  been  through*  He  musfc 
show  by  observation  that  my  methods  are  fallacious ;  and  not  only  so,, 
but  convince  me  that  a  train  of  proofs,  as  extensive  as  have  been  the 
observations  which  my  eyes  have  seen,  and1  my  other  senses  have  recog- 
nized, have  not  existed — a  matter  of  difficulty,  it  being  no  easy  task  to. 
disbelieve  one's  own  senses,  when  they  have  been  most  deliberately 
exercised. 

Thus  much,  as  preliminary  ;  as  my  especial  theme,  I  have  chosen  to 
say  a  few  words  on  typhus  or  typhoid  fever,  and  its  treatment. 

From  of  old,  typhus  has  occupied  the  profession  more  than  any  othef 
matter  which  enters  into  the  business  of  the  physician.  Yet  it  is  un- 
certain whether  any  advance  has  been  made  since  the  time  of  Hippo- 
crates. Many  theories  have  been  framed  and  adopted,  and  afterwards 
exploded,  as  well  as  various  methods  of  treatment  ;  and1  although  at  some 
periods,  and  under  some  modes  of  treatment,  the  per  centage  of  deaths 
may  have  been  smaller  than  at  others,  yet  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
actual  and  decided  improvement  has  been  made.  Nor  is  it  at  all  cer- 
tain that  any  one  of  the  methods  in  vogue,  in  the  different  and  various 
schools  and  systems  of  medicine,  has  any  advantage  over  the  others  ;  or 
that  M.  Louis's  method  saves  more  than  Herr  Hahnemann's.  It  ought 
not,  since  the  first  proposes  to  us  to  do  little  except  watch  the  rose 
spots,  and  sudamina;  and  the  latter  advises  us  to  do  less  than  this; 
Perhaps  Hahnemann  had  never  seen  rose  spots. 

The  fault,  in  this  matter,  has  not  been  owing  so  much  to  the  intrinsic 
nature  of  the  case,  as  to  the  imperfect  and  inadequate  manner  in  which 
the  subject  has  been  viewed. 

There  are  two  elements,  as  has  been  said,  which  enter  into  every 
disease,  unless  we  except  those  that  are  spontaneous- — each  element  im- 
portant to  be  understood,  and  requiring  to  be  duly  appreciated,  in  order 
successfully  to  combat  the  resulting  disease,  the  compound  of  the  two. 

The  two  elements  which  enter  into  typhus,  are  the  invading  cause, 
and  the  previous  condition  of  the  system.  The  two  combined,  make  up 
the  disease  which  the  physician  is  called  upon  to  treat.  There  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  typhus  of  itself,  appearing  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
body,  if  indeed  it  ever  does  appear  in  such  a  condition,  would  always 
be  mild,  and  never  fatal,  except  by  accident,  and  that  the  fatal  cases  are 
owing  to  a  complication  with  a  previous  derangement  of  the  habit ;  and 
therefore,  till  this  is  discovered,  and  duly  appreciated  and  treated,  no 
method  of  practice  will  or  can  be  successful. 

The  most  constant  complication  is  a  derangement  of  the  abdominal 
viscera,  or  costiveness.  A  habit  of  insufficient  defecation  is  almost  uni- 
versal among  the  Yankee  race  ;  and  too  prevalent  among  all  races.  In 
consequence  there  is,  in  some  cases,  an  accumulation  of  fecal  matters  ; 
and  in  others,  an  over-staying  of  them,  and  then  there  is  a  tendency 
to  decomposition.  This  is  kept  in  check  by  the  vital  energies,  to  a  de- 
gree compatible  with  life,  and  often  for  a  long  time  before  it  becomes 
predominant,  when  in  the  form  of  some  disease  it  will  explode.  But 
any  cause,  weakening  the  powers  of  life,  may  disturb  this  nicely  adjusted 
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balance ;  and  then  the  chemical  affinities  will  become  too  strong  for  the 
vitality  to  control,  and  a  more  entire  decomposition  will  take  place. 
Typhus  is  eminently  a  disturbing  cause  ;  it  attacks  the  vital  principle, 
and  prostrates  all  the  energies  of  the  body,  and  therefore  tends  to  the 
result  ahove  indicated  in  the  cases  spoken  of.  But  farther  than  this,  it 
does  not  require  any  extraordinary  accumulation  to  induce  a  decompo- 
sition of  the  contents  of  the  bowels  ;  it  may  do  it,  in  a  condition  of  things 
compatible  with  high  health,  and  in  every  case  where  there  is  predispo- 
sition enough  to  allow  of  the  invasion  of  the  disease. 

How  long  food  is,  in  undergoing  its  various  processes,  from  the  time  it 
is  taken  in,  until  the  refuse  is  thrown  out  of  the  body,  in  the  most  healthy 
and  well  regulated,  has  not  been  fully  ascertained.  It  is  probably  seve- 
ral days,  so  that  no  one  in  health  ever  has  his  bowels  completely  empty  ; 
least  of  all,  the  full  feeder.  Every  one,  then,  attacked  with  typhus, 
whether  by  a  slow  or  rapid  invasion,  is  more  or  less  filled  with  the  food 
of  previous  days,  in  all  its  various  processes,  from  the  undigested  to  that 
which  has  undergone  all  its  changes  and  is  ready  to  pass  from  the 
body.  If  this  food  were  to  remain  subject  to  a  temperature  of  98,  and 
in  a  moist  state,  out  of  the  body,  what  would  become  of  it  ?  If  it 
would  run  into  a  state  of  decomposition  out  of  the  body,  what  should 
prevent  the  same  result  within  ?  The  waning  powers  of  life  are  not 
adequate  to  resist  it.  The  fetor  of  the  dejections  proves  the  fact,  the 
existence  of  decomposition.  To  the  same  cause  is  to  be  referred  the 
prostration  of  the  disease,  which  bears  a  marked  relation  to  the  degree 
and  extent  of  the  decomposition.  To  the  same  cause  is  also  to  be  re- 
ferred the  peculiar  fetor  of  the  disease,  the  foul  breath,  the  sordes  on 
the  teeth,  the  dry  and  cracked  tongue,  and  the  whole  train  of  nervous 
symptoms  which  accompany  typhus.  And  what  need  is  there  of  other 
cause  ?  If  the  dejections  are  too  offensive  to  be  borne  by  our  healthy 
olfactories,  are  they  harmless  when  the  matters  themselves  are  spread 
over  the  delicate  surfaces  of  the  alimentary  canal,  rilled  as  they  are  with 
nerves?  and  can  these  surfaces  bear  them  any  better,  because  the  patient 
is  prostrated  ?  We  are  to  remember,  also,  that  the  anatomical  lesions, 
the  Peyer's  patches,  begin  to  inflame  and  ulcerate  at  the  same  time  ; 
and  their  ulcerated  surfaces  are  constantly  covered  with  this  vitiated 
matter.  Who  would  dare  to  poultice  a  common  sore,  in  a  healthy  indi- 
vidual, with  such  matter?  Nor  can  it  be  any  more  healthful,  when  ap- 
plied to  these  internal  ulcers.  When  the  contents  of  the  bowels  are 
removed  early,  we  never  have  these  symptoms ;  on  the  contrary,  when 
others  are  getting  sick,  they  are  recovering— but  more  anon. 

Now  it  is  the  business  of  the  physician  to  ascertain  to  what  degree 
the  disease  is  complicated  ;  and  the  proper  treatment  is  not  to  address 
the  remedies  to  the  typhus,  as  such,  because  of  itself,  as  has  been  said, 
it  is  harmless  ;  but  to  address  them  to  that  in  the  patient,  which  com- 
plicates it.  And  here  let  me  say,  that  there  is  no  treatment  especially 
adapted  to  typhus,  which  can  be  called  universal,  or  appropriate  to  all ; 

except  so  far  as  they  are  alike  complicated.    But  every  case  should 
m  rfeated  on  its  own  merits,  on  its  own  particular  condition. 
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This  generalizing  on  the  disease,  is  the  rock,  on  which  all  who  have 
treated  the  subject  have  split  ;  it  is  this,  which  makes  the  failure  of  M. 
Louis  and  his  school  so  signal.  He  has  grouped  together  a  set  of  symp- 
toms, which  he  acknowledges  are  singly  of  no  value.  From  these  he  de- 
duces the  laws  of  typhus— leaving  out  of  view,  entirely,  the  complica- 
tions of  which  I  have  spoken,  which,  as  has  been  said,  is  the  only  im- 
portant thing.  And  then  as  to  the  value  of  remedies,  what  does  he 
know  ?  what  can  he  tell  ?  unless  he  previously  know  the  condition  of 
things  under  which  they  have  been  used.  Of  his  total  ignorance  of 
this,  his  works  give  us  the  fullest  evidence.  The  consequence  is,  that 
under  the  show  of  observations  and  experiments,  conducted  with  great 
candor  and  fairness,  he  has  actually  contributed  nothing  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  profession,  but  has  rather  done  it  harm,  since  his  seeming  know- 
ledge has  imposed  upon  the  unthinking  and  unwary.  He  lias  not  done 
a  solitary  thing  to  benefit  the  curative  practice  in  typhus  ;  and  as  to  his 
discoveries,  they  are  no  discoveries.  All  he  has  told  us  are  such,  were 
known  before.  One  benefit  we  should  acknowledge  ;  by  leaving  the 
disease  to  nature,  he  has  discouraged  the  empiric  use  of  active  remedies. 
Better  be  homoeopaths,  and  do  nothing,  than  to  use  medicines  capable 
of  doing  harm,  blindly  and  without  an  intelligible  object  or  purpose. 
If  the  profession  must  grope  in  the  dark,  let  the  movement  be  slow, 
snail-paced  and  cautious.  Better  lose  time  by  caution,  than  destroy 
life  by  rashness. 

It  is,  in  short,  proposed  that  the  physician  should  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  condition  of  his  patient,  in  order  that  he  may  make  a  proper 
indication  ;  and  then,  that  he  should  act  upon  it,  until  the  end  proposed 
is  attained.  The  manner  of  making  examinations,  for  discovering  all 
which  the  physician  need  to  know,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  here: 
it  would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  it 
clear.  Thus  much — it  involves  a  careful  examination  of  each  organ,  by 
palpation  and  percussion,  and  sometimes  by  auscultation.  The  sensations 
of  the  patient,  as  well  as  our  own,  are  to  be  noticed  and  appreciated.  It 
is  a  matter  which  will  require  the  devoted  and  especial  study  of  each 
one  who  would  attain  accuracy  in  it.  With  me,  it  has  been  a  matter  of 
slow  growth,  the  labor  of  years,  without  any  one  to  guide  me,  or  even  to 
cheer  me  with  any  light  through  the  trackless  desert  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pass  ;  and  yet  by  improving  hints,  studying  phenomena,  and 
carefully  noting  everything,  I  have  attained  what  to  me  is  invaluable. 
The  diagnosis  which  I  am  enabled  to  make,  makes  the  practice  of 
the  profession  a  matter  of  the  highest  enjoyment.  When  I  have  made 
a  careful  diagnosis,  I  have  a  most  unwavering  faiih  in  my  knowledge 
of  the  case,  and  the  end  to  be  attained,  for  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  is 
most  clear  ;  and  further,  I  am  rarely,  if  ever,  disappointed  as  to  the  re- 
sult. Usually,  from  one  careful  examination  I  am  able  to  make  an  in- 
dication of  cure,  which  subsequent  examinations  only  confirm,  so  that  it 
is  not  changed  until  it  results  in  recovery.  Medicine  practised  under- 
standingly  is  a  delightful  profession  ;  but  practised  empirically,  it  must/ 
to  an  honest  mind,  the  most  loathsome.  '^Jj 


Typhus  Fever. 


257 


If  the  physician  finds  by  his  examinations  in  any  kind  of  disease  that 
there  are  accumulations,  over-staying  of  food,  or  a  degeneration  of  it,  the 
discharge  of  these  matters  is  the  indication  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  length 
of  time  this  has  continued,  and  also  to  the  degree  of  the  degeneration,  will 
be  the  time  required  to  do  it.  Let  no  one  expect  by  a  single  dose  of  medi- 
cine to  repair  the  fault  of  years  ;  many  of  these  cases  require  the  repe- 
tition of  cathartics  for  weeks — some,  even,  for  months.  1  have  suc- 
ceeded in  curing  cases  which  had  resisted  all  previous  treatment  in  other 
hands,  by  a  daily,  or  almost  daily,  repetition  of  a  cathartic  for  from  six 
weeks  to  three  months,  and  this  without  an  accident,  or  weakening  the 
patient.  On  the  contrary,  1  expect,  if  the  cathartics  are  well  adapted, 
that  the  patient  will  gain  strength  while  using  them  ;  and  I  have  had 
them  often  gain  flesh,  and  once  at  the  rate  of  a  pound  a  week.  This 
happened  in  a  child  less  than  three  years  old,  while  he  was  taking  a 
cathartic  every  day,  which  brought  from  three  to  six  dejections  each  day. 
And  what  else  should  happen  ?  Whilst  you  are  taking  away  the  cause 
that  oppressed  the  system,  the  re-action  must  come  ;  as  in  the  case  ot 
a  spring,  when  you  relieve  it  of  a  weight  too  heavy  for  its  power  of  re- 
sistance.   But  to  return  from  this  digression. 

How  is  typhus  to  be  treated?  Precisely  like  any  other  disease,  on 
its  own  merits.  The  first  business  is  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
bowels  ;  and  as  the  indication  is  found  to  be,  so  let  the  treatment  be. 
If  the  bowels  are  largely,  or  only  partially  full,  relieve  them  by  the.  daily 
use  of  cathartics.  But  in  typhus  an  obstinate  state  of  the  bowels  is  to 
be  expected  ;  and  it  will  often  happen  that  a  week  or  more  will  pass, 
with  the  daily  use  of  a  cathartic,  and  with  from  three  to  six  dejections 
each  day,  and  that  for  this  time  the  dejections  will  be  too  mucous  and 
watery,  not  sufficiently  fecal,  after  which  frequent  and  copious  fecal 
dejections  will  be  obtained  each  day,  to  the  speedy  relief  of  all  the 
symptoms. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  obstinate  state  of  the  bowels  in  typhus,  which 
may  startle  some;  nevertheless,  it  is  so.  The  same  sort  of  obstinacy 
exists,  which  obtains  in  dysenteria.  There  are  spontaneous  dejections  in 
both.  But  in  both,  the  dejections  are  made  up  of  the  morbid  secretions 
of  the  bowels,  not  of  the  offending  matters  which  they  contain,  the 
irritation  from  which,  is  the  real  cause  of  these  dejections.  So  that  by 
staying  the  morbid  effort,  and  soliciting,  by  proper  cathartics,  constantly 
repeated,  the  healthy  action,  we  shall,  after  a  time,  gain  our  object, 
and  obtain  the  retained  fecal  matter  ;  from  which  time,  convalescence 
will  begin  in  both  diseases.  Nor  are  our  previous  efforts  lost.  Each 
dejection  gained  by  suitable  medicine,  tells  on  the  future  result,  and 
moderates  the  disease.  The  limit  of  typhus,  as  of  dysentery,  in  cases 
where  the  patients  live,  and  they  are  left  to  themselves,  is  the  time 
when  the  system  has  been  able  to  rally,  and  the  bowels  to  relieve 
themselves  of  their  vitiated  and  ofFendinu-  contents.  If  this  can  be 
done  the  first  day,  the  disease  will  cease  the  first  day,  the  morbid  action 
end,  and  the  convalescence  begin  ;  and  until  this  does  take  place,  no 
satisfactory  convalescence  or  recovery  will  be  effected.    There  is  no 
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other  self-limitation  than  this,  to  either  disease,  or  to  any  other  disease  ; 
for  in  all  diseases,  if  by  proper  remedies  we  can  remove  the  cause,  we1 
can  anticipate  the  self-limit,  and  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  reme- 
dies are  well  adapted,  and  the  system  properly  responds  to  them  ;  and 
even  in  the  eruptive  diseases,  the  exanthemata,  where  the  limits  seem 
more  fixed,  by  a  treatment  regulated  on  the  plan  above  explained,  the 
gravamen  of  the  disease  will  be  lightened,  and  the  convalescence  be  made 
to  begin  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

The  life  of  the  patient  is  much  in  the  hands  of  the  physician,  and  in 
all  cases,  both  acute  and  chronic.  When  there  is  no  serious  organic 
change,  and  no  malignancy  ;  when  vitality  enough  remains  to  found  a 
re-action  upon,  he  may  expect,  by  rightly  suiting  his  treatment  to  the 
condition  of  things,  to  lead  back  his  patient  to  health  and  life.  But  an 
ill-adapted  treatment  may  disturb  the  healthy  efforts  of  nature,  and  in 
that  way  be  worse  than  useless.  Medicine  is  an  affair  of  the  largest 
responsibilities. 

But,  aside  from  speculation  and  reasoning,  the  ultimate  test  is  expe- 
rience. However  plausible  any  plan  may  appear,  if  it  wilt  not  abide 
this  test,  it  is  valueless.  In  this  matter  I  have  only  my  own  experi- 
ence to  appeal  to,  as  I  know  of  no  one  else,  in  the  present  or  past,  who 
has  pursued  the  plan  indicated.  Since  I  have  adopted  this  plan  fully, 
which  is  now  some  eight  or  ten  years,  it  has  never  failed  me.  1  have 
not  yet  had  a  solitary  case  of  death  by  typhus  to  report,  where  I  have 
had  the  sole  management  of  the  case  from  its  commencement  to  its  termi- 
nation ;  and  what  is  further,  I  have  rarely  if  ever  had  a  case  presenting 
the  common  phenomenon  of  dark  sordes  on  the  teeth,  with  dry  and 
black  tongue,  and  ulcerations.  Most  of  the  cases,  however  threatening 
their  aspect  at  first,  have  come,  in  a  few  days,  to  be  so  mild,  and  the 
recovery  so  rapid,  that  the  parties  have  sometimes  rather  underrated 
their  physician's  attendance,  looking  upon  his  bad-tasted  physic  as  an 
imposition,  and  the  disease  of  too  trivial  a  nature  even  to  demand  their 
thanks.  And  lookers-on,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  the  disease  in 
its  ordinary  form,  have  occasionally  pronounced  it  impossible  that  a  disease 
so  mild,  should  be  a  typhus  fever.  I  believe  some  parties,  and  those,  too, 
where  the  most  threatening  form  of  the  disease  had  been  arrested,  have 
felt  that  the  little  pittance  of  a  bill  which  was  presented,  was  made 
by  acting  on  their  fears,  and  keeping  them  sick,  when  they  had  some 
trivia!  disease.  The  plan  proposed,  however  philosophical,  however 
beneficial,  however  humane,  is  not  one  calculated  to  make  us  popular, 
or  our  patients  grateful ;  and  to  those  who  prize  popularity  more  than 
the  consciousness  of  doing  good  to  the  unthankful,  I  should  not  recom- 
mend it. 

Patients  like  to  get  their  money's  worth,  as  all  others  like  to  do  in 
this  trading  country.  If,  then,  a  patient  attacked  with  this  disease,  is 
permitted,  by  a  fault  in  treatment,  to  run  so  low  that  for  weeks  his  life  is 
despaired  of,  and  yet  he  lives  and  recovers  his  full  health  at  the  end  of 
three  or  six  months,  such  an  one  holds  his  doctor  in  everlasting  re- 
membrance, and  will  publish  his  lame  in  all  circles  and  situations  y 
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while,  if  he  had  been  properly  treated,  and  the  disease  subdued  without 
a  bad  symptom,  creating  no  anxiety  to  himself  or  friends,  and  withal 
so  rapidly  as  that  he  should  be  restored  to  his  accustomed  business  in  a 
few  days  or  weeks,  he  will  often  look  -askance  at  his  doctor  for  the  rest 
of  his  life,  and  it  is  not  impossible,  if  he  should  be  a  housekeeper,  and 
one  of  the  members  of  his  family  should  be  taken  with  typhus,  he  would 
neglect  his  former  physician,  as  not  having  had  sufficient  experience  in 
the  worst  cases,  for  one  whose  experience  on  this  wise  had  been  more 
ample,  a  physician  celebrated  for  these  bad  cases.  Even  frequent  deaths 
bring  no  unpopularity.  Most  individuals,  out  of  the  profession,  suppose 
that  all  the  bad  symptoms  of  disease  are  owing  to  its  severity,  as  well  as 
all  the  deaths  ;  and  all  the  good,  the  recoveries,  are  owing  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  physician.  Whereas,  it  would  be  much  nearer  the 
truth  to  suppose  that  many  of  the  bad  cases  had  become  so  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  treatment ;  and  the  good  cases  were  so,  because  either 
the  cases  were  so  intrinsically  slight,  that  the  want  of  proper  treatment 
would  not  harm  them,  or  if  severe,  the  powers  of  the  constitution  were 
too  strong  to  yield  even  to  bad  treatment ;  so  that  the  living  are  often 
the  escaped,  the  dead  have  died  of  the  doctor,  from  his  not  using  the 
proper  treatment. 

Most  of  the  doctors'  sins,  now-a-days,  are  sins  of  omission.  They 
know  not  what  to  do,  and  they  do  nothing  rightly  ;  when  death  comes, 
they  console  themselves  with,  "Thou  canst  not  say  I  did  it."  True, 
he  did  not  cut  the  patient's  throat,  or  commit  any  act  of  violence ;  but 
he  stood  by  when  his  neighbor's  house  was  on  fire,  and  did  nothing  to 
arrest  the  flames,  or  rescue  the  burning  victims,  and  went  home  and 
slept  quietly  and  complacently,  because  he  neither  set  the  fire  nor  did 
anything  to  quench  it— he  left  the  case  to  nature  ;  for  the  result,  nature 
was  responsible.  Meantime,  it  becomes  a  valuable  case  for  the  numeri- 
cal system. 

It  is,  I  repeat,  not  proposed,  here,  to  recommend  any  method  of  prac- 
tice, which  is  to  be  suited  to  all  ;  nothing  to  be  stereotyped — to  be  set 
to  music,  which  all  may  sing.  We  propose  only  that  the  physician 
should  investigate  each  case  by  itself,  and  treat  it  on  its  own  merits. 
Every  case  of  disease  has  what  may  be  called  its  own  peculium,  and 
that  is  to  be  studied,  understood  and  treated  ;  for  it  is  as  impossible  to 
treat  it  in  the  general,  as  it  would  be  to  treat  one's  pecuniary  delinquen- 
cies in  the  general.  We  should  all  scout  a  bankrupt  law  which  should 
treat  debtors  on  the  numerical  system,  or  should  insinuate  that  the  same 
amount  of  money,  in  every  case,  would  liquidate  all  the  debts  and  out- 
standing claims.  Not  less  absurd  appears  to  me  the  whole  plan  of  treat- 
ment now  in  use,  whether  that  of  Louis,  Hahnemann,  or  Thomson.  All 
may  be  right  ai  times,  but  as  an  accident.  It  is  the  physician's  duty  to 
know  when  they  are  applicable,  and  use  them  ;  and  when  not  applica- 
ble, and  then  reject  them. 

The  plan  proposed  is  no  easy  task.  It  will  tax  all  the  powers  of  mind 
and  body,  and  will  give  but  little  room  for  the  cultivation  of  those  arts 
on  which  success  in  practice  depends.    It  will  break  up  all  the  old  re- 
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ceived  notions  ;  it  will  set  the  physician  thinking,  and  possibly  under- 
mine his  reverence  for  the  sages  of  the  profession.  It  would  not  be 
strange  if  he  ceased  to  respect  the  dicta  and  the  dogmas  of  both  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead.  Meantime,  to  those  who  have  never  studied,  as  he 
has,  he  must  expect  to  appear  strange,  obstinate  and  dogmatical,  perhaps 
mad — one  of  the  ferae  naturae,  "to  be  hunted  down,  and  so  all  the  dogs, 
Tray,  Blanche  and  Sweet-heart,  will  be  let  loose  upon  him." 

And  yet  this  plan  of  studying  disease  must  be  adopted.  It  is  the  only 
rational  way  ;  and  when  it  is  done,  and  done  thoroughly  and  effectually, 
all  obstacles  to  the  advance  of  medicine  will  be  taken  away.  Medicine 
will  become  a  blessing  ;  it  will  contribute  to  the  prolongation  of  life — 
to  the  improvement  of  the  race — the  perfection  of  the  species — and 
the  relief  of  those  ills,  under  the  pains  and  sufferings  of  which,  the  race 
has  groaned  for  ages,  and  is  destined  to  groan  until  some  relief  is  found  ^ 
better  than  any  of  the  systems  of  modern  medicine  offer. 

I  have  spoken  of  cathartics,  but  not  of  the  kind  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  or  the  manner  of  using  them  ;  and  shall  not  now,  for  the  want 
of  time,  as  the  patience  of  all  must  be  thoroughly  exhausted.  I  will 
therefore  only  add,  that  he  who  would  use  them,  must  begin  de  novo, 
watching  carefully  the  dejections  obtained  from  each  ;  since  there  is  no 
book  or  treatise  which  1  have  seen,  whatever  its  pretensions,  which  has 
adequately  treated  the  matter.  The  whole  materia  medica  on  this  sub- 
ject demands  a  re-examination. 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH. — NO.  I. 
By  A.  0.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  N.  York. 
[Communicated  for  the  JJosi on  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

If  multiplicity  of  teachers,  boldness  of  speculation  and  profundity  of 
theory,  were  all  that  are  necessary  to  illuminate  any  subject  so  that  the 
simplest  understanding  might  comprehend  it,  with  the  least  possible  exer- 
cise of  its  powers,  then,  unquestionably,  dental  pathology,  in  all  its  as- 
pects, should  stand  as  clearly  revealed  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens.  But 
unfortunately,  a  multitude  of  words  does  not  always  enlarge  the  bounda- 
ries of  knowledge  ;  and  abstract  theories,  however  ingenious,  are  rarely 
more  substantial  than  the  pasteboard  architecture  of  our  childhood. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  utter  one  syllable  of  derision  with  regard  to  the 
elaborate  chemical  analyses  of  the  teeth,  "  after "  Berzelius,  Hunter  and 
others — the  profound  disquisitions  as  to  their  vascularity  and  their  non- 
vascularity — the  admirable  efforts  to  show  that  they  are  part  and  parcel 
of  the  osseous  system,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  they  are  mere  ex- 
traneous matter,  deposited  in  the  gums  and  sockets,  and  enjoying  a  demo- 
cratic independence  of  all  sympathy  with  the  several  systems  which 
make  up  that  one  harmonious  whole  which  the  philosophic  prince  so 
eloquently  apostrophized — "  What  a  piece  of  work  is  man  !"  But  in 
my  humble  opinion,  writers  on  the  pathology  of  the  teeth  have,  in  gene- 
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ral|  been  more  learned  than  accurate,  more  ingenious  than  practical, 
and  following  in  a  beaten  track  of  mere  speculation,  they  have  con- 
structed a  very  elegant  "  system,"  which  wants  only  one  thing  to  be 
perfect,  and  that  is  simply  a  foundation  in  nature.  These  writers  have 
almost  altogether  overlooked  constitutional  peculiarity  ;  and  whilst 
they  have  gone  on  analyzing  the  teeth,  with  the  greatest  patience  and 
ingenuity,  they  have  left  almost  wholly  out  of  view  the  mechanical  and 
chemical  effects  of  various  agents  upon  them.  This  error,  thus  stated 
in  broad  and  general  terms,  has  characterized  the  literature  of  diseases 
of  the  teeth  almost  uniformly,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging.  Thus  we  have  had  an  unmeaning  pathology,  based  upon  ab- 
stract speculations,  whilst  the  peculiar  diathesis  of  the  individual  has 
been  lost  sight  of,  though  practical  experience  teaches  us,  that,  there 
alone  can  we  discern  the  causes  of  the  numerous  abnormal  secretions 
and  formations,  and  the  many  variations,  in  the  organization,  ossification 
and  density  of  these  agents — conditions  so  marked  and  adverse,  that 
whilst  one  individual  is  enabled  to  triturate  glass  with  the  teeth,  an- 
other is  subjected  to  excruciating  torture  from  the  mere  touch  of  a  quill 
tooth-pick  ;  such  structural  difference  exercising,  of  course,  peculiar  in- 
fluence upon  the  physical  appearance  as  well  as  on  the  healthfulness, 
permanency  and  usefulness  of  these  organs. 

I  have  been  thus  led  to  offer,  with  very  great  deference,  a  few  prac- 
tical observations  on  this  most  interesting  subject,  in  the  hope  that  my 
unpretending  "notes"  may  be  accepted  as  a  slight  contribution  to- 
wards a  more  accurate  pathology.  A  hope  that  the  results  of  twenty 
years'  practice  of  dental  surgery  may  be  of  some  value  to  assist  the 
diagnosis  of  the  practitioner  and  physician  in  particular,  has  had  especial 
influence  upon  my  mind  in  offering  these  "  notes"  ;  for  I  maybe  permit- 
ted to  say  that  I  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me,  that  instances  often 
occur  in  practice  in  which  medical  attendant  and  patient  are  alike  placed 
in  a  rather  uncomfortable  predicament,  in  consequence  of  the  want  either 
of  the  information  or  the  contempt  of  a  matter,  which  he  may  very 
erroneously  have  been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  as  beneath  his  careful 
attention  or  notice.  I  have  divided  the  teeth  into  four  classes  or  groups, 
according  to  their  physical  appearance,  in  connection  with  and  signifi- 
cant of  the  peculiar  diathesis  and  pathological  predisposition  of  the  in- 
dividual ;  viz. : — 

I.  The  large  dense  yellow  teeth. 

II.  The  dense  yellowish  white  teeth. 

III.  The  chalky  white  teeth,  the  transparent  yellow  white  teeth,  and 
opaque  yellow  chalky  teeth. 

IV.  The  transparent  white  teeth,  and  the  chalk  white  teeth,  and  the 
bluish  white  pearly  teeth. 

The  possessors  of  the  firm  dense  yellow  teeth  are  blessed  with  a 
sound  constitution  and  vigorous  health,  a  firmly-knitted  frame,  and  great 
muscular  strength.  Those  of  the  second  class,  whilst  they  possess 
these  gifts  in  a  less  marked  degree,  their  features  presenting  a  softer 
expression,  and  their  lineaments  a  full  and  rounded  form,  do  not  the 
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less  enjoy  the  general  good  health  allotted  to  man.  The  third  class,  the 
chalky  white  teeth,  the  transparent  yellow  white  teeth,  and  opaque  yellow 
chalky  teeth,  denote  a  strumous  diathesis ;  and  the  fourth  class,  the 
transparent  white  teeth  and  the  chalk  white  teeth,  and  the  bluish  white 
pearly  teeth,  so  much  prized  and  poetized,  bespeak,  for  the  unhappy 
possessor,  a  tendency  to  scrofulous  tubercular  phthisis — a  mark,  I  con- 
sider as  sure  as  is  the  Eddystone  light-house  a  warning  of  the  rock  be- 
neath, and  which  has  impressed  itself  upon  my  mind,  from  the  invaria- 
ble irritating  effects  produced  upon  my  fauces  and  the  rim  of  the  epi- 
glottis, from  inhaling  the  breath,  when  closely  engaged  in  remedying  the 
dental  deficiencies  of  individuals  embraced  in  this  classification — impres- 
sions fully  confirmed  by  ultimately  seeing  many  of  them  sink  into  a  pre- 
mature grave. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  region  upon  the  face  of  the  globe  that  affords 
such  ocular  demonstration  on  this  subject,  as  does  the  State  of  New 
York — the  climate  exhibiting  the  very  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
often  varying  40°  Fah.  between  sunrise  and  sunset,  of  extreme  hu- 
midity and  dryness.  Moisture  is  excessive,  the  rapidity  of  evaporation 
extraordinary.  The  effect  of  the  noxious  influences  thus  combined, 
upon  the  general  system,  is  too  obvious  to  be  lost  sight  of ;  and  in  no 
case  is  it  more  strongly  illustrated  than  in  its  development  in  scrofulous 
subjects.  Should  the  foreigner  escape  these  injurious  influences,  his  off- 
spring are  almost  certain  to  suffer  to  the  greatest  extent — first,  among  the 
Irish  population  ;  next,  among  the  German  and  Scotch ;  and,  lastly, 
among  the  English,  French,  Spanish,  &cc.  &c,  who  perchance,  until  this 
moment,  never  suspected  such  a  taint  in  their  blood,  and  hence  the 
filling  up  the  bills  of  mortality  with  the  countless  thousands,  by  that 
most  dire  and  fatal  of  all  disorders,  "  scrofulous  consumption." 

Thus  are  they  disposed  to  lament  their  fate  and  ascribe  to  various 
causes  the  rapid  decay  and  loss  of  the  teeth — "  when  their  parents  had 
never  lost  a  tooth."  The  exemption,  however,  is  only  in  favor  of 
those  retaining,  pari  passu,  their  original  native  strength  of  constitution, 
and  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  fact  of  the  parents  partaking  regularly 
of  the  simplest  kind  of  nourishing  food,  enjoying,  ex  necessitate  reif 
plenty  of  out-door  exercise  and  regular  rest,  ignorant  of  such  an  affec- 
tion as  indigestion  and  its  concomitant  evils.  But  here,  where  the 
lowliest  manage  to  partake  of  the  most  indigestible  and  deleterious  luxu- 
ries, which  in  the  old  countries  are  either  unattainable,  or,  otherwise, 
would  not  be  permitted  to  reach  the  tables  of  the  affluent,  except  upon 
occasions  of  friendly  !  hospitality,  is  it  at  all  strange  that  the  comprehen- 
sive "dyspepsia,"  involving  "liver  complaint,"  "consumption,"  he. 
&cc,  according  to  the  taste  or  fancy  of  its  victim,  should  manifest  the 
horrors  of  its  influence  upon  every  organ,  to  such  an  extent  that  indi- 
gestion may  be  considered  a  national  disease,  the  teeth,  like  the  worn 
videltes  of  a  beaten  army,  giving  early  token  of  overwhelming  disaster? 
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ARE  THE  LUNGS  PASSIVE  ORGANS? 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.} 

Without  attempting  to  support  our  views  at  present,  by  a  more  elabo- 
rate disquisition  on  this  subject,  we  will  briefly  remark,  that  we  do  not 
believe  the  lungs  to  be  passive  organs.  In  all  animals  endowed  with 
organic  life,  there  are  secret  agents  which  impart  life  and  mobility  to 
these  complicated  machines,  and  render  them  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
active  organs.  The  mechanism  of  respiration,  or  simple  bellows-like 
movement,  as  described  by  most  of  the  anatomists  and  physiologists  of 
the  day,  is,  in  my  opinion,  inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  of 
those  functions  which  support  life,  as  innervation-— or  the  influence  of  the 
various  nerves  that  are  distributed  to  vital  organs,  endowing  them  with 
functions  that  so  admirably  harmonize  in  the  various  movements  of  the 
nice  machine.  Therefore  we  believe  the  lungs  to  be  active  organs,  acN 
ing  in  unison  with  the  muscular  apparatus  that  surrounds  them,  by  the 
special  influence  of  the  branches  of  the  8th  pair,  and  those  of  the  motor 
nerve  of  the  nutritive  system,  commonly  called  the  great  sympathetic 
nerve.  This  latter  nerve,  which  presides  over  the  secretion  of  carbon 
in  the  lungs,  is  intimately  connected  with  the  processes  of  respiration  and 
circulation,  on  which  it  depends  for  the  healthy  performance  of  its 
functions- — which  evidently  become  deranged  by  a  lesion  of  those  func- 
tions which  the  separate  divisions  appropriately  perform. 

Again,  we  believe  the  lungs,  in  strict  anatomical  language,  to  be  a 
proper  gland  ;  that  is-=if  a  gland  is  anatomically  demonstrated,  or 
known,  as  we  believe  it  to  be — by  a  continuation  of  the  general  organs 
of  integumation  through  a  duct  leading  to  the  organ,  or  a  hollow  tube,  as 
the  trachea,  bronchia,  and  its  different  ramifications.  And  as  the  pineal, 
thyroid,  and  splenic  body,  including  the  renal  capsules,  does  not  partake 
of  this  peculiarity  of  structure,  they  cannot  be  called  a  proper  gland,  and 
do  not  perform  the  functions  of  such  an  organ.  We  cannot  investigate 
too  closely  every  fact  connected  with  the  physiology  of  these  important 
organs.  Whether  we  term  it  an  oxygenating  or  carbonaceous  gland,  it 
is  evident  to  me  that  those  medicines  which  exert  their  influence  on  other 
glands  of  the  body,  act  with  direct  impression  on  the  pulmonary  gland, 
eradicating  lesion  of  function,  torpor,  and  tetanic  affections  of  those 
nerves  that  are  distributed  throughout  its  tissue. 

Augustus  Mitchell,  M.D, 
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The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  and  the  Berkshire  Petitioners. t— Ir 
the  recently  published  report,  in  this  Journal  5  of  the  transactions  of  thft 
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Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  at  their  late  meeting, 
a  figure  of  speech  made  use  of  seems  to  have  been  taken  too  literally  by 
some  of  our  friends,  who  have  scolded  us  in  right  merry  freedom  for  what 
they  have  gravely  considered  a  wrong  statement.  AH  the  facts  in  regard 
to  the  exertions  of  a  talented  Committee  of  the  Society,  last  winter,  before 
a  legislative  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Berkshire 
gentlemen,  asking  for  a  re-organization  of  the  institution,  are  matters  of 
history,  with  which  all  the  members  of  the  Society  are  familiar,  and  they 
gratefully  acknowledge  their  obligations  for  the  success  of  their  Commit- 
tees' efforts  in  convincing  the  legislature  that  no  changes  were  necessary, 
and  that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.  It  was  simply  the  idea,  arid 
nothing  more,  that  the  petition  was  disposed  of,  without  further  troubling 
the  House,  that  was  intended  by  the  offending  remark  that  it  was  "  put 
under  the  table."  There  is  more  milk  of  kindness,  than  gall,  coursing 
through  our  veins,  and  to  be  so  misunderstood,  as  it  is  said  we  have  been 
in  this  matter,  is  rather  mortifying;  but  it  is  a  misfortune  incident  to  an 
editorial  chair. — For  remarking  that  the  Berkshire  physicians,  like  General 
Taylor,  never  surrender,  no  apology  is  tendered  to  any  one,  since  it  is  no- 
torious that  no  decision  or  concessions,  grants  or  appeals,  which  have  fallen 
short  of  their  wishes,  have  ever  quieted  them.  Every  succeeding  vear 
brings  with  it  some  new  or  re-modelled  old  proposition  from  that  quarter — 
and  they  fearlessly  declare  that  something  more  must  be  conceded.  What 
is  that  but  never  surrendering  ? 


Ether  in  Child-birth. — From  frequent  notices  in  ordinary  newspapers, 
and  advertisements,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  serious  mischief  may  be 
the  result  of  the  too  frequent  use  of  ether  in  child-birth.  It  is  not  required, 
in  our  opinion,  except  under  the  most  difficult  and  trying  circumstances, 
and  even  then  only  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a  medical  attendant.  From 
the  flippant  manner  the  subject  is  spoken  of  by  persons  who  have  no  just 
apprehension  of  the  nature  of  parturition,  the.  idea  is  derived  that  it  is  the 
most  trying  and  horrible  of  all  human  woes,  and  that  the  curse,  "  in  sorrow 
shalt  thou  bring  forth  children,"  may  be  completely  obviated  by  the  happy 
discovery  of  etherization.  How  far  this  idea  has  been  inculcated  by  the 
publication  and  extensive  sale,  in  a  popular  form,  of  cases  in  which  the 
ether  has  really  done  good  service,  is  not  for  us  to  say.  We  are  inclined  to 
believe,  however,  that  there  is  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  where  it  would 
be  advisable  to  resort  to  this  agent.  The  impression,  therefore,  that  it  is 
to  be  resorted  to  in  every  case  of  midwifery,  is  likely  to  prove  dangerous 
to  the  well-being  of  the  community,  and  should  be  removed  by  those  who 
have  influence  in  such  matters.  If  an  indiscriminate  use  of  ether  is  made 
to  overcome  consciousness  simply,  in  child-birth,  the  point  vulgarly  con* 
templated  by  the  unreflecting,  occurrences  may  be  anticipated,  in  the  sequel, 
more  deplorable  than  would  follow  the  severest  labors  without  it. 


Going  to  Europe  for  Medical  Jdvice. — It  is  natural  for  a  drowning 
man  to  catch  at  straws,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  increasing  mania  for  visits 
ing  Europe  in  search  of  medical  advice,  is  brought  on  in  many  cases  upon 
the  same  instinctive  principle,  although  very  many  make  that  a  pretext  for 
a  voyage,  when  quite  as  good  medical  counsel  is  procurable  at  home.  We 
hope  that  no  one  will  accuse  us  of  jealousy  or  narrow-mindedness,  or  ima« 


Medical  Intelligence* 


265 


gine  for  an  instant  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  self-complacent  belief  of  the 
Prussian  government,  that  perfection  characterizes  all  human  affairs  in  our 
own  country,  when  the  assertion  is  fearlessly  made,  that  there  is  not  in  the 
whole  of  Europe  more  skilful  physicians  or  surgeons,  or  better  conducted 
hospitals,  than  those  of  the  United  States.  Besides  all  the  educational  ad- 
vantages within  the  reach  of  our  countrymen,  now  confessedly  of  a  high 
and  improving  order,  many  of  our  practitioners  glean  from  the  old  world 
treasures  of  knowledge,  to  be  dispensed  in  America  with  a  liberal  hand, 
Added  to  all  the  professional  attainments  procurable  and  valuable  both 
there  and  here,  they  search  through  various  languages  for  the  wisdom  of 
all  ages,  and  are  ready  to  apply  the  practical  knowledge  thus  acquired,  to 
ameliorate  the  sufferings  and  physical  woes  of  their  countrymen.  Who 
but  a  native  of  the  United  States,  or  one  long  resident  in  this  climate,  or 
rather  the  variable  climates  of  different  sections  of  this  vast  republic,  can 
properly  direct  his  remedies  under  our  ever-varying  temperatures  ?  Who 
can  so  thoroughly  comprehend  the  constitutional  condition  of  the  people  of 
any  country  or  district,  as  he  who  has  grown  to  manhood  in  it  ?  It  is  cer« 
tainly  patriotic  to  encourage  our  own  physicians  ;  and  if  the  sums  disburs- 
ed abroad  for  medical  advice,  were  expended  here,  the  results,  it  is  believed, 
would  be  quite  as  satisfactory,  in  the  end,  to  the  patients. 


Principles  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery, — A  third  edition  of  this 
well-established  treatise,  in  which  is  embodied  the  whole  art  and  science 
of  modern  dentistry,  by  Chapin  A.  Harris,  M.D.,  of  the  Baltimore  Dental 
College,  has  just  been  issued — revised,  modified,  and  greatly  enlarged.  It. 
is  creditable  to  the  publishing  house  of  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  send  a  volume  of  such  typographical  elegance  into  the 
reading  world.  There  are  156  illustrations,  exhibiting  almost  every  con- 
ceivable point  of  anatomy,  mechanism,  or  instruments,  of  consequence  for 
the  operative  dentist  to  understand.  A  little  more  than  two  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  second  edition  appeared, — and  such  has  been  the  demand, 
that  a  third  is  now  called  for.  Many  practical  details  are  introduced,  quite 
new,  besides  87  new  engravings. 


New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — This  is  a  semi- 
monthly periodical,  published  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  conducted  by  Cal- 
vin Newton,  M.D.,  and  is,  it  is  presumed,  the  special  organ  of  the  lobelia, 
college,  chartered  the  last  winter  by  the  discriminating  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts. A  late  number  of  it  has  recently  been  received.  A  proper  esti- 
mate may  be  formed  of  its  tone  and  character,  and  the  oracular  wisdom  it 
speaks  out,  as  the  sentiments  of  the  learned  botanico»aspiring  people  of  the 
last-made  college  in  this  ancient  Commonwealth,  by  referring  to  its  con- 
tents, Article  1 — the  leader,  so  called,  technically,  by  the  press,  is  a  case 
of  ship  fever,  treated  with  cat-mint  tea,  in  connection  with  other  equally 
efficient  remedies,  in  the  town  of  Weymouth.  Next,  Nervous  Fits.  One 
Nancy  D.  Burham,  of  Blue  Hill,  Me.,  went  through  terrible  sufferings,  but 
having  been  cured  by  a  certain  Dr.  Jacobs,  has  taken  a  decided  stand,  ancj 
placed  her  feet  firmly  "  on  the  rock  of  Thomsonism  " — where  we  leave 
her.  The  tulip  tree,  variously  considered,  comes  next;  then,  a  neiv  disease , 
described  by  Frank  Rambler,  of  Spencer,  but  the  description  sheds  move 
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darkness  than  light  on  the  subject.  Surgery  by  Steam  and  Lobelia  is 
the  caption  of  another  paper,  both  of  which  are  too  hot  to  be  handled. 
Slovj  Progress  of  Reform  is  the  title  of  a  long  and  dolorous  composition. 
The  unwillingness  of  mankind  to  take  No.  6,  for  aught  we  know,  and 
other  beautiful  mixtures  from  the  Thomsonian  laboratory,  quite  astonishes 
Mr.  J.  J-  Flourrjey,  of  Wellington,  Ga.  Nervous  headache,  operation 
for  hare-iip,  and  lobelia,  the  great  idol  of  adoration,  nearly  fill  up  the  re- 
mainder of  this  No.  of  the  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal, 


Popular  Medicine.-*- A  second  edition  of  a  system  of  popular  medicine, 
in  which  the  principles  and  practice  are  familiarly  explained,  for  the  use 
of  families,  by  George  Capron,  M.D.,  and  David  B.  Slack,  M.D.,  of  Pro- 
vidence, R.  I.,  has  been  issued  in  Boston.  The  authors  say  that  "  The 
general  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  forms  a  new  era  in  history.  To 
know  everything  that  can  be  known,  is  the  ruling  spirit  of  the  age.  This 
is  not  only  in  the  highest  degree  commendable,  but  must  be  supereminently 
happy  in  its  results  upon  even  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life.  The  science 
or  art  of  medicine  is  a  species  of  self  knowledge,  which,  of  every  other, 
people  really  stand  in  the  most  need  of  possessing.  To  be  sick  and  to 
know  nothing  of  the  nature  of  their  disease,  or  of  the  means  of  curing  it, 
places  people  in  the  most  helpless  condition." 

Because  this  book  is  made  expressly  for  everybody,  the  idea  may  be 
prevalent  that  it  is  the  offspring  of  empiricism,  and  a  part  of  the  me- 
chanism of  ingenious  adventurers  to  profit  by  the  curiosity  and  credulity 
of  ignorant,  medicine-taking  men  and  women,  who  relish  with  peculiar 
gusto  what  they  do  not  understand,  provided  it  relates  to  human  mala- 
dies, Drs,  Capron  and  Slack,  however,  are  not  to  be  identified  with  un- 
principled speculators  in  health,  nor  suspected  of  having  an  improper  de- 
sign upon  the  purses  or  prejudices  of  any  class  of  people.  They  are  gen- 
tlemen of  standing  in  the  profession,  who  are  conscientiously  laboring  to 
instruct  families,  whose  opportunities  have  been  limited  in  the  general  al- 
phabet of  such  common  diseases  as  are  ordinarily  exhibited  in  this  climate, 
and  which  are  at  the  onset  supposed  to  be  within  the  control  of  very  sim- 
ple agents.  They  do  not  contemplate  a  revolution  of  the  public  mind,  and 
argue  that  physicians,  surgeons  and  accoucheurs  are  not  required,  and 
that  every  one  may  in  all  cases  prescribe  for  himself ;  but  they  have  taken 
a  common-sense  view  of  society.  The  conclusions  to  which  they  arrived, 
it  is  presumed,  from  the  character  of  their  work,  were  essentially,  that  in 
different  portions  of  our  country,  as  well  as  at  sea,  thousands  of  persons  must 
be  so  circumstanced  that  they  can  neither  have  medical  advice  or  procure  a 
tithe  of  those  remedies  in  most  common  use.  With  this  treatise  at  hand, 
some  knowledge  may  be  obtained  of  their  condition,  when  sick,  and  by  be- 
ing guided  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  the  avoidance  of 
improper  articles,  a  feeling  of  comparative  security  would  be  induced, 
which  would  indeed  at  times  be  an  anchor  of  hope.  In  this  way,  this 
volume  is  to  meet  an  emergency  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  health 
and  well-being  of  individuals  under  discouraging  circumstances. 


Dysentery  in  New  York  State. Dr.  S.  H.  French,  of  Lisle,  Broome 
Co,,  N.  Ym  writes  as  follows :— Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  that 
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dysentery  has  made  frightful  havoc  in  this  town  the  past  summer.  The 
accompanying  fever  was  of  a  typhus  character.  Six  deaths  occurred  in 
one  family.  Old  people  and  children  suffered  most ;  but  the  youth  and 
middled  aged  were  not  entirely  exempt.  Typhus  fever  has  succeeded  the 
dysentery,  and  is  now  creating  much  anxiety  among  our  citizens.  An 
interchange  of  views,  in  relation  to  the  best  manner  of  treating  typhus  as 
it  occurs  the  present  year,  by  your  numerous  correspondents,  would  be 
very  useful  as  well  as  interesting." 


Smallpox  in  China. — Rev.  Mr.  Syle,  of  Shanghai,  under  date  of  January 
24th,  1817,  says  that  a  little  girl,  daughter  of  one  of  his  neighbors,  died  of 
smallpox,  which  prevails  extensively  throughout  that  great  city.  Beggars 
in  the  streets  may  be  seen  exposing  their  children,  whose  bodies  are  cover- 
ed with  pustules.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  missionary's  resi- 
dence, door  after  door  is  marked  by  sheets  of  red  paper — an  indication 
that  the  dreaded  pestilence  is  there.  Owing  to  various  causes,  no  good 
vaccine  virus  is  to  be  had.  The  streets  are  uncommonly  narrow — not  ex- 
ceeding six  feet  in  some  parts,  and  hence  the  disease  is  propagated 
with  rapidity.  He  says  that  a  physician  is  much  needed  at  the  mission 
house. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Davis,  an  American,  who  enjoys  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  lias  succeeded  in  raising  in  that  country 
a  hundred  acres  of  cotton  for  his  majesty,  which  is  a  great  triumph. — Dr. 
Coolidge,  of  Waterville,  Me.,  is  accused,  and  now  under  arrest,  for  the 
murder  of  a  Mr.  Matthews,  with  prussic  acid,  in  his  office.  Dr.  C.  has 
been  a  physician  in  reputable  standing.  An  interesting  case  of  strangula- 
tion of  the  ileum,  reported  by  him,  may  be  found  in  the  last  volume  of 
this  Journal. — From  October  16,  1846,  to  June  14,  1847,  the  cholera  at- 
tacked in  the  Caucasus  17,035  persons,  of  whom  7,618  have  died. — 
Several  cases  of  cholera  had  appeared  at  Charkou  and  at  Kiew,  in  Poland. 
The  Governor-general  had  appointed,  at  the  latest  advices,  a  committee  of 
physicians  to  suggest  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  kingdom  from 
the  irruption  of  the  dreadful  disease.  The  typhus  fever  is  also  raging  in 
Poland,  and  carries  off  whole  families.  The  cause  of  its  prevalence  is 
attributed  to  the  bad  food  of  the  inhabitants. — Dr.  Smith,  of  Canaan, 
Conn.,  was  thrown  from  his  sulkey,  recently,  and  so  badly  injured  that  a 
fatal  termination  is  feared. — A  paper  mentions  the  singular  and  improba- 
ble story  of  a  medical  man,  within  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  ascertaining, 
after  dressing  a  wound,  that  the  patient  could  not  pay  him  a  fee,  tore  oft 
the  dressings,  and  withdrew  in  high  dudgeon. 


To  Correspondents. — Papers  by  Drs.  Hildreth,  Lord  and  Mack,  have  been  received. 

Report,  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  23d.  S9. — Males.  47 — females,  42. — 
Stillborn,  2.  Of  consumption,  1G — typhus  fever,  14 — disease  of  the  bowels,  15 — dysentery.  11 — 
apoplexy.  3 — child-bed,  1 — pleurisy,"] — suicide,  1 — croup.  G — infantile.  5 — diarrhoea,  3 — maras- 
mus, 1 — teething-.  1 — abscess,  1 — old  age,  2 — paralysis,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — drowned,  1 — 
sin  fill  pox,  1 — accidental,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1. 

Under  5  years,  27 — between  5  and  20  years,  12 — between  20  and  40  years,  25 — between  40 
and  60  years.  15 — over  GO  years,  10. 
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Curious  Case  of  Ulcerated  Teeth. — Mr.  S.  called  to  have  a  single  supe- 
rior lateral  incisor  put  upon  a  plate  ;  he  had  worn  one  in  the  same  place 
for  several  years,  and  there  had  been  a  constant  discharge  from  the  gum 
beneath.  On  probing  the  opening,  I  found  what  I  thought  to  be  the  re- 
mains of  the  fang  of  the  tooth  which  he  had  lost.  I  tried  to  persuade  my 
patient  to  let  me  lay  it  open  with  a  lancet,  and  extract  it ;  but  he  was  too 
incredulous  to  believe  that  any  part  of  the  root  remained.  I  then  intro- 
duced, with  a  small  pointed  pair  of  tweezers,  a  piece  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  allowed  it  to  remain  for  several  minutes,  until  it  partially  dissolved,  and 
came  away.  This  created  a  new  action  and  increased  the  discharge,  so 
that  the  next  day  the  remains  of  the  fang  came  away,  covered  with  small 
specks  of  tartar.  Two  years  after,  on  re-examining  the  part,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  place  still  open,  and  to  learn  that  the  discharge  had  been 
constantly  kept  up  since  the  operation.  On  introducing  a  soft  copper  probe 
(for  the  want  of  a  gold  one  at  the  time)  I  found  that  the  discharge  came 
from  a  dead  bicusped,  making  a  circuit  around  in  front  of  the  fang  of  the 
canine,  which  was  sound  and  healthy. 

I  have  since  seen  another  case  where  the  opening  was  at  least  one  inch 
from  the  offending  tooth,  and  a  constant  discharge  through  the  alveolus 
where  the  root  of  a  molar  tooth  had  been  extracted.  Both  of  these  cases 
are  curious,  and  show  the  importance  of  a  careful  diagnosis  in  cases  of  this 
kind  ;  lest  the  dentist  be  deceived  in  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  conse- 
quently unsuccessful  in  his  operations  for  its  cure. — N.  Y.  Dental  Recor. 


Cod-Liver  Oil. — M.  Bretonneau  states  that  he  has  observed  effects  just 
as  markedly  beneficial  to  result  from  the  use  of  the  common  whale  oil  as 
from  the  cod-liver  oil  :  an  important  fact,  seeing  the  great  expensiveness 
and  the  frequent  adulteration  of  the  latter. 


BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  Physicians  : 

John  C.  Wauren,  M.D.       I  Enoch  Hale,  M.D.  John  Jeffries,  M.D. 

George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.    Solomon  D.  Townsend,  M.D.    J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  M.D. 
Walter  Channing,  M.D.     |  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D.         Oliver  W.  Holmes,  M.D. 
At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  August  4th,  1847,  a  premium  of  sixty  dol- 
lars or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value  was  awarded  to  Henry  Bryant,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  for  the  best 
dissertation  on  the  following  question  :  — "  Is  there  any  sale  and  certain  operations  for  accomplishing 
the  cure  of  common  reducible  inguinal  hernia  ?" 
The  Questions  for  1848  are— 

1st.  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  that  affection  of  the  eyes  commonly  called 
Morbid  Sensibility  of  the  Retina  ? 

2d.    The  value  of  the  Microscope  in  elucidating  pathological  changes  in  the  human  body. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. ,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1848. 

The  following  Questions  are  proposed  for  1849 : 

1st.  The  history  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  throat  affecting  the  voice,  especially  those  to 
which  public  speakers  are  liable. 

2d.  What  is  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  disease  called  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  and  what  is  the 
best  method  of  treating  it  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April.  1849. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  questions  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium  of 
sivty  dollars  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The  same  device  or  sen- 
tence is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
with  the  sealed  packet  unopened,  if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  Adopted  in  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following  votes  i 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
Dissertations  to  which  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  Dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES,  Secrttanj. 

Boston,  August  11,  1847.  Aug  18— 4t 
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NEW  PHYSICAL  SIGN. 
By  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.D.,  Boston. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

This  is  a  rapid  ticking  sound  in  the  throat,  audible  across  the  room, 
involuntary,  and  independent  of  circulation  or  of  respiration,  a  phenomenon 
interesting  from  its  anomalous  character  rather  than  its  diagnostic  value. 

The  subject  who  presents  this  curious  physical  sign  is  a  rather  pretty 
girl  of  17,  small  in  stature,  and  of  healthy  appearance — Jane  McMur- 
phy,  of  Derry,  N.  H.  To  her  physician,  Dr.  Wallace,  of  Derry,  I  am 
indebted  for  the  opportunity  to  examine  this  interesting  case. 

From  her  own  account,  which  is  here  subjoined,  her  general  health 
has  been  impaired  for  some  years  past.  Five  years  ago  a  piece  of  to- 
haor.o  was  inserted  in  her  right  ear  by  an  old  woman  for  an  earache. 
Of  this  piece  of  tobacco  the  patient  saw  no  more  at  that  time,  but  at 
the  end  of  a  month,  and  for  three  subsequent  months,  a  physician  made 
frequent  attempts  to  extract  it,  and  succeeded  on  one  occasion  in  re- 
moving a  portion  of  what  was  said  to  be  tobacco.  At  the  end  of  a 
year  two  more  fragments  were  extracted,  with  some  force,  after  the  use 
of  some  caustic  or  "  burning  "  liquid. 

During  this  year  the  pain  in  the  ear  and  right  side  of  the  head 
continued,  and  with,  at  one  time,  considerable  swelling  in  the  region 
of  the  ear  and  parotid,  threatening,  as  her  physician  stated  to  her,  to 
open  and  discharge. 

During  three  subsequent  years  the  head  was  frequently  painful — the 
pain  sometimes  darting;  at  other  times  conveying  the  sensation  of  cold 
water  in  the  cavity  of  the  cranium ;  these  symptoms  being  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  right  side,  and  occasionally  so  severe  as  to  make  the  patient 
cry,  confining  her  to  bed  several  days  at  a  time. 

In  March,  1846,  the  right  side  of  the  face  swelled  as  before,  the  tume- 
faction occupying  chiefly  the  region  of  the  cheek,  mastoid  process  and 
parotid,  and  the  patient,  while  lying  in  bed  a  few  days  after  the  attack, 
first  heard  this  noise.  It  commenced  suddenly,  the  patient  being  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  it ;  a  little  slower  than  at  present,  but  the  same  in 
character.  Since  then,  it  has  continued  with  little  intermission.  There 
has  been  no  discharge  from  the  ear,  other  than  that  following  the  vio- 
lence used  in  the  extraction  of  the  supposed  foreign  body,  nor  has  the 
hearing  been  affected.    The  mastoid  region  has  been  at  times  universally 
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tender,  and  now  presents  a  sensitive  point  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter at  about  its  centre  ;  though  the  pain  in  the  head  lias  been,  during  the 
last  year,  comparatively  slight. 

A  person  sitting  in  the  room  with  this  patient,  hears  a  distant  muffled 
sound,  which  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  the  rapid  dropping  of  water 
into  the  pail  of  a  closed  washstand.  The  sound  may  be  conveyed 
by  the  words  click  click  click,  or  occasionally  click-click,  click-click, 
&c.  The  patient  being  now  requested  to  open  her  mouth,  the  sound 
becomes  surprisingly  distinct  and  audible,  and  the  parts  being  apparently 
stimulated  by  the  effort  or  by  the  contact  of  the  air,  the  ticking  becomes 
rapid,  sometimes  single,  sometimes  reduplicated,  irregular,  pausing  for  an 
instant,  then  giving  six  or  eight  explosions  in  rapid  succession,  to  be 
again  followed  by  pauses  and  single  or  double  vibrations  as  before.  It 
is  now  no  longer  muffled,  but  sharp  and  distinct,  deriving  a  little  cav- 
ernous intonation  from  the  fauces  or  larynx,  but  otherwise  resembling 
the  snapping  of  the  finger-nails  or  of  a  quill  pen,  the  distant  sound  of 
castanets,  or,  which  is  a  better  comparison,  the  irregular  clicking  of  the 
electro-magnet  attached  to  the  telegraph,  to  which  it  was  very  happily 
compared  by  my  friend  Dr.  Gould.  All  this  while  the  patient  sits  quiet 
and  unmoved,  as  if  unconscious  of  anything  unusual.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, so.  Upon  being  questioned,  she  refers  the  seat  of  the  noise  to  a 
point  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  near  the  summit  of  the  thyroid 
cartilage,  and  upon  it.  This  is  discovered  by  the  touch,  and  by  the 
Stethoscope,  to  be  the  maximum  of  the  vibratiun.  The  noise  can  be 
stopped  by  pressing  upon  this  point  so  as  to  displace  the  larynx.  The 
patient  refers  to  this  point  a  sense  of  "  drawing  "  when  the  chin  is 
carried  to  the  left,  and  of  "something  running  into"  or  penetrating 
the  tissues  when  the  chin  is  carried  to  the  right  so  as  to  compress  the  re- 
gion. But  besides  this,  and  a  considerable  sense  of  u  soreness  "  which 
exists  in  the  neighborhood,  she  experiences  no  inconvenience  from  the 
noise. 

Internally  the  fauces  are  red  ;  and  in  this  region  is  found  an  important 
feature  of  the  case.  The  uvula  is  alternately  and  spasmodically  re- 
tracted and  relaxed  synchronously  with  the  explosions;  sometimes  four 
or  five  times  in  a  second.  This  spasmodic  muscular  action  is  extended 
to  the  soft  palate  and  to  the  pillar  of  the  right  side,  and  the  whole 
appearance  is  such  that  in  looking  for  the  first  time  into  the  throat  all 
difficulty  in  the  diagnosis  seems  to  be  at  an  end.  The  sound  appears  to 
come  from  the  soft  palate.  Yet  I  think  this  is  not  the  source  of  the 
sound.  The  uvula  can  be  seized  and  drawn  forward,  and  the  soft  palate 
may  be  compressed  against  the  vertebral  column,  and  the  noise  goes 
on  ;  less  rapidly,  to  be  sure,  but  I  think  unequivocally.  Besides,  the 
maximum  of  the  sound  is  not  in  this  region. 

Upon  depressing  the  tongue,  the  epiglottis  is  brought  into  view  rather 
low  down,  but  motionless  while  the  noise  continues. 

What,  then,  is  the  source  of  the  sound?  1st,  as  regards  its  seat. 
This  seems  to  be  at  the  point  before  alluded  to;  viz.,  just  below  the 
summit  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  on  the  right  side.    2d,  the  motor  power 
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is  doubtless  a  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  neighborhood 
of  the  fauces  or  larynx.  This  action  is  analogous  to  that  of  chorea  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  spasmodic  action  is  induced 
by  the  irritation  of  the  neighboring  bone,  if  it  be  diseased.  3d.  as  to  the 
proximate  mechanism  of  the  sound.  This  point,  of  chief  interest  in  the 
case,  is  unfortunately  of  doubtful  character.  Two  mechanical  combina- 
tions, and  only  two,  appear  to  me  sufficient  to  produce  a  sound  of  this  na- 
ture. Of  these,  one  is  the  rapid  passing  and  repassing  of  two  hard  sur- 
faces, in  contact  with  each  other,  like  the  movement  by  which  the  finger 
and  thumb  nail  are  snapped  together.  Two  broken  portions  of  the  os 
hyoides,  or  of  an  ossified  cartilage,  might  produce,  by  the  aid  of  the 
muscles,  a  crepitus  of  this  anomalous  character.  Yet  it  is  probable 
that  the  impinging  fragments  would  be  worn  smooth  in  time,  and  the 
sound  thus  modified.  At  any  rate  there  is  no  discoverable  discharge  of 
pus  or  blood  which  would  accompany  fracture  or  necrosis  in  this  region. 
The  evidence  is  against  such  a  condition  of  the  parts. 

The  other  explanation  of  the  sound  lies  in  an  alternate  opening  and 
closure  of  the  moist  mouth  of  a  sac,  by  which  a  bubble  of  air  is  ex- 
pelled at  each  contraction,  and  a  bubble  sucked  in  at  each  dilation  of 
its  cavity.  Such  a  sac  exists  between  the  vocal  cords,  or  might  be  form- 
ed at  one  extremity  of  the  os  hyoides,  with  a  fistulous  opening. 

Of  these,  the  former  suggests,  on  the  whole,  the  most  probable  ex- 
planation, though  the  extreme  distinctness  and  the  force  of  the  explosions, 
and  above  all  their  great  rapidity,  render  it  difficult  to  embrace  this 
supposition. 

Such  a  solution  of  the  cause  of  this  singular  sound  is  far  from 
satisfactory,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  adduce  any  additional  evidence  of  its 
nature.  The  patient  was  examined  by  many  medical  gentlemen  before 
and  during  her  visit  to  Boston,  both  at  the  Hospital  and  at  the  Society 
for  Medical  Improvement,  to  whom  I  presented  the  case. 

In  relation  to  the  medical  treatment  to  which  the  patient  has  been 
subjected,  it  may  be  stated  that  before  her  entrance  into  the  Hospital  a 
great  variety  of  tentative  remedies  had  been  adopted.  Among  them 
were  a  course  of  electricity  during  seven  weeks — two  setons  of  five  and 
seven  weeks  respectively — blisters,  leeches,  iodine,  and  internal  local 
cauterization — all  without  effect.  An  external  application  of  the  ointment 
of  veratria  suspended  the  spasmodic  action,  and  also  the  noise,  during  a 
number  of  hours,  when  it  again  recurred.  During  her  residence  in  the 
Hospital,  I  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  harass  the  patient  by  repeating 
applications  which  seem  to  have  been  faithfully  tried  ;  and  the  patient  has 
been  altogether  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  division  of  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  palate  which  I  proposed  to  her.  If  the  spasmodic  contraction 
can  be  considered  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  chorea,  the  age  of  the 
patient  renders  the  spontaneous  termination  of  the  affection  not  improba- 
ble. On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  provoked  by  any  inflammatory  state 
of  the  hard  parts,  it  will  not  improbably  subside  when  this  affection, 
which  seems  to  be  diminishing,  shall  disappear. 
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CREOSOTE  IN  VOMITING. 

To  tha  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal  I  found  a  few  remarks,  taken 
from  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  reference  to  the  use 
of  creosote  in  vomiting;  and  as  the  following  case  is  one  in  point,  I  trans- 
mit it  to  you  for  publication. 

A  daughter  of  Dr.  D.  E.  Brown,  set.  4  years,  was  taken  on  the  7th 
day  of  this  month  (October),  with  a  slight  chill,  accompanied  with  obsti- 
nate vomiting,  and  followed  by  high  fever,  without  any  abatement  of  the 
sickness  of  the  stomach.  Calomel,  morphine  and  camphor,  severally 
and  combined,  together  with  the  use  of  enemas,  and  of  hot  applications 
externally,  were  resorted  to,  and  every  means  which  the  skill  and  ex- 
perience of  her  father  could  devise  were  brought  into  requisition  to  allay 
the  irritation  of  the  stomach — but  without  success.  For  five  days  it 
continued  to  baffle  every  effort  for  its  subjugation,  the  stomach  rejecting 
everything  that  was  taken  into  it,  even  to  a  teaspoonful  of  water.  On 
the  fourth  day  of  the  disease,  a  slight  evacuation  from  the  bowels  had 
been  procured  ;  the  discharge  was  white  and  watery.  On  the  evening 
of  the  12th  (the  fifth  day  of  the  disease)  I  saw  her  for  the  first  time. 
Her  appearance  was  alarming  in  the  extreme.  She  was  lying  in  a 
semi-comatose  state,  her  eyes  fixed  and  glassy,  her  countenance  pale  and 
Hippocratic,  respiration  slow  and  laborious,  pulse  frequent,  and  so  small 
and  thread-like  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible,  the  extremities  and  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  cold.  Everything  taken  upon  the  stomach 
would  be  rejected  in  a  short  time,  and  spontaneous  paroxysms  of  vomit- 
ing were  recurring  every  few  minutes.  The  use  of  the  creosote  was 
now  agreed  upon.  One  drop  in  a  little  syrup  was  given,  but  was 
thrown  up  in  about  three  minutes.  Two  drops  more  were  immediately 
administered,  which  were  retained.  The  lower  bowels  were  now  dis- 
tended with  enemas  of  milk  and  water,  in  which  were  contained  a  little 
common  salt,  and  frictions  and  hot  applications  externally  were  made 
use  of.  From  this  time,  the  stomach  became  and  continued  quiet,  and 
in  about  an  hour  the  injections  came  away,  bringing  with  them  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  fecal  matter.  Two  grains  of  quinine  and  twenty 
drops  of  brandy  in  a  tablespoonful  of  water  were  now  given.  The 
pulse  gradually  lessened  in  frequency,  and  increased  in  strength  and 
volume  ;  the  eyes  and  countenance  assumed  their  natural  appearance, 
the  breathing  became  easier,  and  the  surface  and  extremities  warm. 
Nothing  further  was  done  until  morning,  when  a  little  chicken  broth 
was  given,  and  an  enema,  containing  five  grains  of  quinine,  thrown  up 
the  bowels.  The  broth  was  retained  upon  the  stomach,  and  constituted 
the  first  article  of  nourishment  that  had  found  a  moment's  resting  place 
there  for  five  days.  From  this  time  her  recovery  wTas  rapid  and  com- 
plete, not  the  slightest  return  of  the  vomiting  having  taken  place  since 
the  second  dose  of  creosote  was  given. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  make  use  of  the  creosote  in  several  cases  of 
obstinate  vomiting,  prior  to  the  one  now  reported,  but  never  before  have 
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I  witnessed  so  happy  an  exhibition  of  its  virtues.  Where  a  high  de- 
gree of  arterial  excitement,  with  a  flushed  countenance  and  hot  skin, 
accompany  the  morbid  action  of  the  stomach,  I  should  be  very  much 
inclined  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  its  administration  ;  but  when  the  system 
is  prostrated,  the  pulse  thread-like,  the  countenance  bloodless  and  the 
extremities  cold,  it  may  be  resorted  to  with  a  prospect  of  success  which 
but  few  if  any  other  agents  can  afford.  A.  VV.  Mack,  M.D. 

Schoolcraft,  Mich.,^ Oct.  16th,  1847. 


IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
jyeculiar  effects  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  when  given  in  very  small 
quantities,  and  if  you  think  it  of  any  consequence,  please  give  publicity 
to  it  in  your  Journal. 

Our  modern  works  on  materia  medica  mention,  among  the  other  effects 
of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  that  of  causing,  in  some  cases,  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages,  similating  a  cold  in 
the  part,  and  also  that  it  may  excite  ptyalism,  without  inflammation  or 
fetor.  These  consequences  seem  to  be  only  occasionally  noticed,  how- 
ever, even  where  the  remedy  has  been  continued  for  a  long  time.  But 
it  certainly  varies  greatly  in  its  operation. 

I  have  just  had  occasion  to  give  it  to  a  patient  who  has  been  long 
troubled  with  articular  rheumatism,  and  suffering  under  a  consequent 
debility.  It  was  given  in  a  dose  of  twelve  grains,  in  a  little  more  than 
half  a  pint  of  the  syrup  of  sarsaparilla,  the  whole  to  be  taken  in  the 
course  of  four  or  five  days — making,  of  course,  each  dose  very  small. 
Having  taken  it  three  or  four  times,  there  came  on  the  affection  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages,  and  a  slight,  though  strongly- 
marked,  soreness  of  the  gums,  accompanied  with  headache  and  slight 
nausea.  I  could  not  account  for  these  effects,  except  that  they  were 
caused  by  the  iodide.  They  are  spoken  of,  I  believe,  in  all  our  late 
works  on  materia  medica.  The  patient  was  directed  at  once  to  abstain 
entirely  from  the  further  use  of  the  syrup,  and  immediately  these  diffi- 
culties disappeared.    It  appeared  to  me  a  clear  case. 

The  circumstance  seems  worthy  of  notice,  from  the  fact  that  at  pre- 
sent there  are  so  many  discrepancies  among  the  cases  in  which  the 
remedy  has  been  used.  And  certainly  since  there  are  such  cases,  and 
perhaps  not  a  few,  showing  this  doubtful  effect,  facts  should  be  given,  so 
that  a  more  general  principle  may  be  established  with  reference  to  its 
use  in  certain  diseases.  Many,  and  with  great  justice,  extol  its  curative 
power,  and  in  many  cases  there  is  no  doubt  of  this  power.  At  the 
same  time,  since  cases  are  reported  where  various,  severe,  and  even 
dangerous  symptoms  have  followed  its  use,  a  careful  investigation  is  de- 
manded. Undoubtedly  it  is  often  given  when  contra-indicated.  But  are 
there  any  certain  pathological  conditions  which  plainly  and  always  indi- 
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cate  its  use  ,  and  must  we  regard  these  occasional  unfavorable  instances 
as  a  plain  violation  of  these  conditions,  or  a  result  of  some  peculiar  idio- 
syncrasy of  the  patient? 

I  am  more  bold  to  speak  of  the  above  case,  inasmuch  as  I  have  heard 
some  physicians  allude  to  the  same  effects,  and  not  a  few  such  cases 
are  reported.  S.  Augustus  Loud. 

Danvers,  Mass.,  Oct.  22,  1847. 


CONTRACTILE  POWER  OF  THE  MUSCLES  IN  FRACTURES. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Me-tlical  and  Suigical  Journal. J 

Mr.  Jabez  Howe,  of  Marlborough,  Mass.,  requested  me  to  visit  his 
son,  not  quite  3  years  old,  who  had  the  bones  of  his  leg  fractured,  as 
dangerously  as  could  be,  and  also  the  muscles  and  tendons  of  the  same 
most  severely  bruised  and  cut,  by  means  of  a  cart  wheel  passing  over 
his  leg,  with  six  feet  of  green  wood  on  the  cart,  and  on  solid  ice.  Mr. 
Howe  was  extremely  anxious  to  have  me  adjust  the  bones  immediately. 
I  attempted  to  reason  with  him  by  stating,  after  a  careful  examination, 
that  I  was  not  able  to  discover  a  piece  of  bone  an  inch  long  in  either 
the  tibia  or  fibula,  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  and  therefore  amputation 
would  be  indispensably  necessary  in  order  to  save  his  son's  life.  He 
then  remarked  to  me,  I  shall  never  blame  you  if  the  child  dies,  only 
use  your  best  skill  and  judgment  in  the  case,  and  I  believe  you  will 
succeed,  for  it  is  my  fixed  determination,  that  if  he  must  go  to  the 
grave  he  must  have  two  legs.  I  then  stated  to  him,  that  in  my  opi- 
nion, he  had  more  confidence  in  my  skill,  than  I  or  any  other  physician 
or  surgeon  on  earth  possessed.  Nevertheless,  I  said,  since  you  are  so 
sanguine  in  your  resolution,  I  will  try  to  adjust  the  bones.  And,  thanks 
be  rendered  to  God,  the  trial  was  efficacious  ;  for  he  has  now  two  as 
good  limbs  as  any  person  enjoys.  He  neither  toes  in  nor  out  more  than 
with  the  other  foot,  nor  is  the  leg  longer  or  shorter  than  the  other. 
The  boy  is  now  over  17  years  of  age,  and  no  one  would  be  able  to 
discover  which  was  the  fractured  leg,  excepting  where  the  tire,  which 
was  new,  went  on  at  the  knee  and  off  at  the  ankle,  the  skin  to  the  size 
of  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
of  semi-lunar  shape,  having  been  cut  out. 

Perhaps  those  just  commencing  their  profession  would  like  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  manner  of  treatment.  The  bones  being  reduced  to  their 
natural  position,  the  muscles  were  kept  elongated  until  the  many-tailed 
bandage  was  applied  and  pinned.  Then  the  splints,  being  of  white 
maple,  were  applied  ;  they  are  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  wide,  and 
about  a  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  planed  smooth,  wider  at  the 
calf  of  the  leg  than  at  the  ankle.  They  are  covered  by  firm  drilling 
cloth,  which  is  sewed  between  each  splint.  In  consequence  of  the 
wound  sustained  at  the  knee  and  ankle,  the  leg  was  dressed  forty-five 
days  in  succession,  excepting  one.  The  Kittredge  ointment  was  used 
daily.    To  preserve  the  integuments  from  mortification,  new  rum  was 
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used  so  freely  as  never  to  allow  the  bandage  to  get  dry,  until  forty-five 
clays  had  elapsed.  Although  adults  are  much  annoyed  by  pain,  just 
before  and  during  a  storm,  in  their  once  fractured  bones,  which  otherwise 
are  perfectly  cured,  with  him  there  is  no  such  trouble.  I  believe  now 
amputation  might  be  prevented  in  many  instances,  if  proper  treatment 
were  used.  In  proof  of  this,  1  hope  to  publish  other  cases  of  a  similar 
kind.  Benjamin  W.  Hildreth. 


USE  OF  ETHER  IN  SURGERY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  it  is  unpleasant  to  witness  the  unwillingness  manifested  by  some 
of  the  profession  in  other  cities  to  employ  the  ether,  it  is  equally  grati- 
fying to  observe  that  its  utility  is  appreciated  by  those  who  must  at  last 
bring  the  profession  to  a  sense  of  its  merits.  The  following  is  from  the 
Philadelphia  North  American  and  United  States  Gazette,  and  I  believe 
that  a  few  more  such  letters,  from  responsible  sources,  will  be  the  means 
of  doing  away  with  much  existing  prejudice.  The  editor  of  the  Gazette 
above  named,  makes  the  following  remarks  respecting  the  writer  of  the 
letter.  "  The  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  letheon,  and  the  case  which 
the  writer  witnessed  of  its  application  in  a  painful  amputation  in  the 
Massachusetts  Hospital,  will  be  read  with  interest.  The  writer  is  a 
Philadelphia!!,  and,  although  not  a  medical  man,  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  scientific  reputation,  competent  to  observe  understanding!)"  the 
effects  which  he  describes  so  well." 
Boston,  October  25,  1847. 

As  a  grain  of  observation  is  worth  many  scruples  of  theory,  I  ven- 
ture to  state  a  plain  case  of  the  beneficial  use  of  ether  which  recently 
fell  under  my  notice.  It  is  not  more  important,  perhaps,  than  many 
others  which  have,  doubtless,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  readers. 
Indeed,  I  understand  that  one  at  least  among  the  surgeons  of  our  city — 
one  whose  name  alone  is  a  tower  of  strength  in  our  community — freshly 
fortified  by  his  own  well-directed  efforts,  is  already  making  known  the 
beneficial  effects  of  the  letheon. 

Being  invited  by  a  friend,  while  in  Boston,  on  the  27th  of  last  month, 
to  visit  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  I  was  taken  through  the 
numerous  apartments  of  that  most  excellent  establishment,  until  we 
arrived  at  the  male  surgical  ward  ;  where,  among  other  patients,  was  a 
laboring  man  who  had,  four  or  five  days  previously,  been  shockingly 
wounded  by  a  collision  between  two  rail-road  cars.  The  bruise  was  at 
the  ankle,  almost  completely  severing  the  foot.  Serious  as  the  wound 
was,  attempts  had  been  made  to  cause  the  parts  to  unite,  but  in  vain — 
mortification  had  commenced.  A  high  state  of  inflammation  appeared 
to  exist  just  above  the  wound  ;  the  bones  were  actually  exposed,  and 
there  was  no  hope  of  saving  the  patient's  life,  but  by  amputation. 
This,  I  was  informed,  was  to  take  place  that  very  morning,  and  that 
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etherization  would  be  applied.  I  therefore  gladly  accepted  an  invitation 
to  witness  the  operation.  We  repaired  to  the  operating  room  ;  the  pa- 
tient was  brought  in,  and  during  the  preliminary  examination,  and  the 
application  of  the  tourniquet  to  prevent  loss  of  blood,  showed,  by  indu- 
bitable symptoms,  the  extreme  sensibility  of  the  parts,  and  the  tortures 
he  must  endure  unless  protected  against  them  by  some  extraordinary 
sedative.  When  all  was  ready,  a  quantity  of  ether  was  poured  upon  a 
sponge,  applied  to  the  nostrils,  and  its  vapor  inhaled.  While  Professor 
Hay  ward  attended  to  the  inhalation,  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow  stood  ready 
with  his  instruments  to  take  advantage  of  the  moment  when  the  patient 
should  become  insensible  to  pain,  to  commence  his  operation.  A  very 
few  minutes  sufficed  for  this  purpose,  as  was  seen  by  the  impunity  with 
which  the  mangled  limb  could  then  be  handled,  and  the  ghastly  wound 
probed  and  examined. 

The  "circular  cut"  was  made  midway  between  the  ankle  and  the 
knee — the  usual  flaying  up  of  the  integuments  for  one  or  two  inches  all 
round,  was  completed,  the  muscle  again  cut  through,  the  saw  applied, 
and  the  limb  detached  in  the  space  of  three  and  a  half  minutes.  No 
sign  or  symptom  of  pain  was  manifested  by  the  patient.  Seven  minutes 
and  a  half  more  were  taken  up  in  securing  the  arteries,  bringing  down 
and  disposing  the  integuments  and  removing  the  bandages  that  had 
prevented  loss  of  blood.  Dr.  Warren  Jr.  and  Dr.  Parkman  were  pre- 
sent, and  assisted  in  the  operation.  In  a  few  moments  after  the  whole 
was  over  and  the  application  of  ether  discontinued,  the  patient  re- 
covered from  his  insensibility.  He  experienced  no  inconvenience  ex- 
cept a  little  nausea,  which  was  soon  relieved  ;  and  being  questioned  as 
to  his  sensations  during  the  amputation,  said  that  he  had  no  recollection 
of  anything  that  had  been  done. 

While  still  under  the  effects  of  ether,  after  the  limb  was  removed,  he 
had  been  asked  whether  he  was  ready  to  have  his  leg  taken  off,  to  which 
he  replied  "  yes — you  may  do  anything  you  like  with  me  now."  It 
happened  that  on  the  very  same  evening  another  patient  was  brought 
into  the  Hospital,  bruised  in  the  same  part,  and  in  the  same  manner. 
Upon  consultation  it  was  determined  at  once  to  amputate.  This  latter 
operation  I  did  not  witness ;  but  the  friend  who  had  accompanied  me 
at  first,  assured  me  that  the  result  of  the  ether  was  perfect,  and  that 
both  patients  were  left  doing  well. 

Should  the  above  plain  statement  lead  any  of  your  readers  to  exa- 
mine this  subject,  and  apply  it  to  the  more  general  relief  of  suffering 
humanity,  the  purpose  of  the  writer  will  have  been  accomplished. 

W.  R.  J. 


THE  D.D.S.'S  OF  THE  BALTIMORE  "  COLLEGE  "  OF  DENTISTRY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — A  very  amusing  communication  appears  in  your  Journal 
of  the  13th  inst.,  affecting  to  be  a  reply  to  certain  strictures  of  mine, 
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relative  to  the  character  of  an  institution  styled  the  "  College  of  Dental 
Surgeons."  The  writer  has  hit  upon  a  profoundly  original  mode  of 
defending  the  establishment  with  which  he  is  connected — a  mode  of 
defence  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  intelligence,  the  good  sense,  and 
the  respectability  of  his  "  College."  Through  two  pages  and  a  half 
this  "  A.M.,"  M.D."  and  "  D.D.S."  pours  forth  a  little  torrent  of 
childish,  whimpering,  petulent,  peevish  abuse  of  that  ki  certain  man  who 
signs  himself  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D.,"  and  then  lays  down  his  pen 
triumphantly,  exclaiming — "  I  have  saved  the  College  ;  alone  I  did  it  I" 
Mr.  Editor,  I  plead  guilty  to  the  awful  charge  which  has  been  pre- 
ferred against  me.  It  is  quite  true  that  articles  of  mine  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  "  London  Lancet."  I  have  not  a  word  to  urge  in  my  de- 
fence. I  am  quite  aware  that  the  crime  of  writing  articles  which  have 
received  the  approbation  of  the  editors  of  the  Lancet,  is  a  damning  one 
in  the  eyes  of  the  magnates — the  most  learned  "  Doctors  "  of  the 
Baltimore  College  of  Dentistry.  I  have  nothing  left  but  calm  submis- 
sion to  my  fate. 

The  modest  pretensions  of  this  worthy  advocate  of  the  College,  will 
not  be  at  all  surprising  to  the  few  who  know  anything  at  all  about  that 
amusing  establishment.  These  Baltimore  oracles  of  dentistry  remind 
me  very  much  of  the  hangman  in  Barnaby  Rudge,  who  was  continually 
exclaiming  against  the  "  unconstitutional  "  mode  of  depriving  men  of 
their  lives  by  soldiery,  when  there  was  such  a  sublime  institution  as 
Newgate,  with  himself  as  "  special  pathological  professor,"  to  do  the 
business  !  These  gentlemen — happy  in  such  a  courteous  and  amiable 
defender — appear  to  think  that  a  refusal  to  submit  to  their  orthodox  pro- 
cess of  "  noosing  "  is  most  decidedly  "unconstitutional,"  "  unpatho- 
logical,"  and  unbecoming  a  gentleman  ! 

No  doubt  it  is  annoying  that  my  papers  should  have  been  published 
in  the  London  Lancet.  It  is  really  too  bad  that  I  should  become  "  no- 
torious "  by  such  nefarious  means.  However,  it  is  consolatory  to  re- 
flect, that  this  gross  criminality  is  not  likely  to  be  shared  by  any  member 
of  the  "  College  of  Dentistry."  From  the  specimens  we  have  had  of 
the  attainments  of  the  "  professors,"  there  is  not  much  room  for  serious 
apprehension  that  they  will  become  liable  to  the  awful  imputation  of 
being  contributors  to  journals  of  such  "  notoriously"  bad  character  as 
the  London  Lancet.  They  will  continue  to  shine  in  the  universally- 
circulated  pages  of  their  own  Baltimore  Journal  of  Dentistry,  whilst 
such  miserable  wretches  as  myself  heap  perdition  on  our  heads,  by  con- 
tributions to  the  London  Lancet.  They  will  chaunt  the  romantic  story 
of  their  life  in  miles  of  delightful  verse, — 

"  In  linked  sweetness  long  drawn  out  " — 

whilst  we  narrate  our  dull,  prosaic  "  cases."  They  will  vent  their  petty, 
infantile  spleen,  in  tones 

"  Faint  as  a  chicken's  note  that  hath  the  pip,'" 

whilst  we,  doomed  in  our  impenitence,  go  on  writing  for  the  "  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  "  ! 
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I  plead  guilty  to  another  awful  crime.  I  did  indulge  in  a  little  play- 
ful humor  with  regard  to  the  mysterious-looking  "  D.D.S.,"  but  really  I 
did  not  imagine  that  that  would  have  given  such  mortal  offence  to  gen- 
tlemen who  have  notoriously  so  great  a  horror  of  titles.  Judging  from 
his  advertisements,  the  individual  who  has  taken  up  the  cudgels  for  the 
College,  has  a  great  contempt  for  titles,  and  he  ridicules  the  idea  of  my 
extraordinary  and  unheard-of  impudence  in  affixing  the  initials  "M.D." 
to  my  signature  to  a  communication  addressed  to  the  editor  of  a  medical 
journal.  Well,  now,  I  am  not  so  wicked,  after  all,  as  to  be  insensible  to 
the  sufferings  of  the  "  D.D.S.'s."  I  shall  not,  hereafter,  on  any  ac- 
count, interpret  these  letters  as  meaning  "  Doctor  of  Dental  Stupidity." 
What,  then,  do  they  mean?  Doctor  of  Dental  Sagacity?  Doctor  of 
Dental  Scurrility  ?  Pray  good  Mr.  A.M.,  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  do  tell  us 
what  you  mean  by  these  letters. 

What,  let  me  ask,  has  this  College  of  Dentistry  done  for  the  profes- 
sion ?  Am  1  alone  in  the  views  which  I  entertain  with  regard  to  it? 
We  all  know  that  the  New  England  States  have  produced  the  most 
eminent  and  successful  surgeon-dentists  in  this  country.  Are  they  all 
members  of  this  "  College  "  ?  Not  at  all.  The  men  who  really  consti- 
tute the  respectability  and  worth  of  the  profession  have  little  to  do  with 
this  "  College,"  and  certainly  possessed  some  of  the  accomplishments 
which  adorn  alike  professional  and  social  life  before  this  "College" 
was  ever  dreamed  of  for  the  manufacture  of  "  D.D.S.'s."  Hardly  was 
the  little  fledgling  out,  when  almost  every  city  on  the  face  of  the  globe 
was  ransacked  lor  objects  on  whom  to  bestow  the  honorary  miraculous 
D.D.S.,  which  was  to  invest  the  fortunate  possessor  with  the  most  ex- 
traordinary attainments  and  virtues.  Thus  it  was,  that  Sir  Samuel 
Cartwright,  Brewster  and  others,  suddenly  on  awakening  found  them- 
selves famous  I    They  were  actually  D.D.S.'s!    But,  alas! 

"  'Twas  happiness  too  exquisite  to  last !  " 

In  an  evil  hour,  deserted  by  their  guardian  angels,  who  mayhap  fled  in 
terror  from  the  awful  D.D.S.,  these  illustrious  men  pronounced  in  favor 
of  amalgam,  and  immediately  the  "  College,"  in  solemn  conclave,  ex~ 
pelled  them  from  their  venerable  halls,  and  thus  covered  them  with  ig- 
nominy forever!  Ah!  cruel  "College,"  was  it  not  enough  to  dub 
them  ♦*  D.D.S."  ? 

1  am  aware,  Sir,  that  your  pages  ought  to  be  more  profitably  em- 
ployed than  in  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  "College  ;"  and  I  shall 
not  at  all  events  trouble  you  with  any  reply  to  the  merely  personal 
invective  of  your  irritable  correspondent  in  Baltimore.  Had  the  "  Col- 
lege "  been  organized  on  a  broad,  liberal  and  independent  basis — had 
its  objects  been  solely  the  general  advancement  and  elevation  of  an  im- 
portant department  of  science — had  the  silly  title  of  "  D.D.S."  been 
left  out,  and  more  sensible  means  employed  to  attract  attention,  it  would 
have  commanded  the  regard  and  patronage  of  the  mass  of  the  profes- 
sion, who,  with  myself,  stand  wholly  aloof  from  it.  As  it  is,  I  fear  it 
does  not  even  "  pay  " — the  great  test,  after  all,  even  with  "  Colleges." 
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It  has  not  succeeded  even  in  "catching  the  gudgeons"  beyond  the 
limited  "  haul  "  which  the  published  list  of  "  Professors  "  indicates. 
What  success  may  attend  the  new  association  of  surgeon-dentists  in  the 
great  city  of  New  York,  now  about  to  be  organized,  time  will  show.  I 
hope  it  will  avoid  the  blunders  of  the  Baltimore  "  College." 

And,  now,  I  leave  the  "  College  "  and  its  "  A.M. 's,"  its  "  M.D.'s," 
and  its  "  D.D.S.'s,"  and  its  most  amiable  defender.  They  have  not 
at  present  much  to  do,  and  •  they  are  very  faithful  in  doing  it.  Their 
motto  is,  "  Tickle  me  Eleazer,  I'll  tickle  Jahial,  and  '  the  class  '  will 
tickle  Eleazer."  I  would  not  for  the  world  disturb  such  an  interesting 
process  of  titillation.  Therefore, 

"  No  longer  seek  their  merits  to  disclose. 

Nor  draw  their  frailties  from  their  dread  abode  J" 

I  am,  &,c.  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 

New  York,  October  25,  1847. 


DR.  CASTLE'S  CASE  OF  EPILEPSY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen,  with  great  surprise,  in  your  Journal  of  the 
1 3th  inst.,  a  communication  casting  imputations  on  the  authenticity  of 
the  case  published  recently  in  your  pa«:es  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Castle,  of  this 
city.  In  justice  to  that  gentleman,  and  in  order  to  rebuke  this  flagrant 
attempt  to  falsify  and  misrepresent  him,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  that  case  was  communicated  to  you  by  Dr.  Castle,  at  my  request. 
1  was  cognizant  of  the  case,  and  regarded  it  as  worthy  of  record,  in 
which  opinion  I  was  glad  to  find  that  you  coincided. 

As  to  the  cases  published  by  the  same  gentleman  in  the  London 
Lancet,  I  can  say  that  many  of  them,  also,  I  knew,  and  had  the  plea- 
sure of  witnessing  the  success  of  Dr.  Castle's  treatment. 

Dr.  Castle  is  too  well  known  in  this  region  to  be  injured  by  what  I 
must  call  this  malevolent  attack  on  his  veracity.  But  as  the  gross 
charges  of  your  correspondent  in  Baltimore  might  possibly  gain  some  cre- 
dence in  other  quarters,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  brief  refutation 
of  them.  Doubtless  Mr.  Bond  wrote  in  a  very  irritable  state  of  mind, 
but  no  paroxysm  of  passion  can  excuse  such  gratuitous  assertions  as  he 
has  made,  involving  the  honor  and  rectitude  of  a  highly  respectable  pro- 
fessional gentleman.    I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

New  York,  Oct.  25,  1847.  James  A.  Houston, 

Late  Editor  "  New  York  Lancet." 

[In  addition  to  the  above  testimonial,  there  has  been  received  a  simi- 
lar one  from  Dr.  J.  Wheeler,  ophthalmic  surgeon,  of  New  York,  who 
was  the  subject  of  one  of  the  cases  published  in  the  London  Lancet ; 
also  a  certificate  from  F.  U.  Johnston,  M.D.,  President  of  the  New 
York  County  Medical  Society,  of  the  "  professional  merits  and  private 
worth  "  of  Dr.  Castle.  A  letter  from  Dr.  A.  VV.  Jones,  dentist,  is  sent 
by  him  to  verify  another  of  the  Lancet  cases. — Ed.] 
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CHLORIDE  OF  GOLD  IN  GRANULAR  LIDS. 
By  W.  Clay  Wallace,  M.D.,  New  Yorjj. 
tGommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  granular  lids  I  have  found  the  greatest  advantage  from  a  solution 
of  six  or  eight  grains  of  chloride  of  gold  to  an  ounce  of  water.  When 
the  vegetations  were  large,  they  were  previously  removed  by  running  over 
them  very  lightly  a  pencil  of  lunar  caustic,  and  covering  the  cauterized 
surface  with  oil,  every  third  day  for  two  or  three  applications  ;  and  after- 
wards by  means  of  a  pencil,  very  sparingly  painting  the  granulations  with 
the  above  solution  daily.  If  carelessly  applied,  as  by  dropping  it  into 
the  eye,  it  occasions  unnecessary  irritation,  and  a  permanent  yellowish 
hue  of  the  conjunctiva  and  eyelids. 

About  a  year  ago  I  vainly  attempted  to  remove,  by  lunar  caustic,  a 
tumor  somewhat  larger  than  a  coriander  seed,  occupying  the  usual  situa- 
tion of  -pterygium  pingue.  I  then  cut  it  off  and  applied  lunar  caustic 
to  the  wound,  but  in  a  week  it  was  nearly  as  large  as  before.  At  the 
end  of  another  week  I  pared  it  from  the  sclerotica  as  closely  as  I  dared, 
and  applied  lunar  caustic  again,  without  better  success.  I  then  care- 
fully touched  it  every  other  day  with  the  solution  of  gold,  and  in  about 
a  month  the  tumor  disappeared. 

In  recent  cases  the  chloride  of  gold  is  inferior  to  the  nitrate  of 
silver  in  curative  effects,  and  it  occasions  far  more  irritation  ;  in  chronic 
thickened  lids,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  vastly  superior. 

90  Chambers  St.,  JS'cw  York,  Oct.  25,  1847. 


OPERATIONS  FOR  FEMORAL  ANEURISM. 

By  Charles  Bell  Gibson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
Hampden  Sidney  College,  Richmond,  Va. 

Patrick  M'Vastry,  aet.  45,  a  prisoner  in  the  Maryland  Penitentiary, 
presented  himself  to  me,  on  the  25th  of  June,  with  a  large  tumor  oc- 
cupying the  greater  part  of  the  inguinal  triangle  (Scarpa)  on  the  inner 
and  anterior  part  of  the  left  thigh.  Its  true  nature  was  immediately 
discovered,  and  the  patient  put  in  preparation  for  an  operation.  From 
the  close  approximation  of  the  aneurism  to  the  crural  arch,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  tie  the  external  iliac  artery,  and  after  a  week's 
preparatory  treatment,  consisting  in  the  regulation  of  diet,  and  attention 
to  general  health,  I  performed  the  operation  on  the  2d  of  July,  assisted 
by  my  friend,  Dr.  Alfred  Baker. 

The  patient  being  placed  on  a  narrow  table,  with  the  shoulders  ele- 
vated, an  incision,  three  inches  and  a  half  long,  was  made  about  an  inch 
above  and  parallel  with  Poupart's  ligament,  commencing  opposite  the 
anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  and  ending  a  little  above 
the  external  ring. 

The  first  cut  divided  the  skin  and  superficial  fascia,  and  exposed  the 
tendon  of  the  external  oblique  muscle,  which  was  next  divided  to  the 


New  Stethoscopic  Sign. 


281 


same  extent  on  the  director.  The  lower  margins  of  the  internal  oblique 
and  transversalis  were  now  formed  and  divided  to  the  extent  of  three 
quarters  of  an  inch,  upwards,  when  the  fascia  transversalis  was  exposed 
and  torn  with  the  finger  nail,  and  the  artery  then  discovered  on  the  in- 
ner border  of  the  psoas  muscle,  covered  by  the  sheath  it  receives  from 
the  fascia  iliaca. 

The  director  was  here  used  to  rupture  the  sheath,  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  artery,  and  detach  it  from  the  vein,  and  when  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  artery  was  thus  cleared,  the  aneurismal  needle,  armed  with 
the  ligature,  was  easily  passed  around  it,  from  the  inner  side  above  the 
epigastric. 

The  ligature  was  now  drawn  firmly  and  tied,  and  the  pulsation  in  the 
tumor  instantly  ceased.  The  divided  internal  oblique  and  transversalis 
muscles  were  carefully  adjusted,  the  wound  sponged  clean,  and  the  edges 
brought  together  by  the  interrupted  suture  and  adhesive  straps,  leaving 
merely  space  for  the  passage  of  the  ligature. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  the  wound  was  examined  and 
union  found  to  have  taken  place  by  the  first  intention,  with  the  exception 
of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  around  the  ligature.  The  sutures  were  cut 
out  and  the  straps  retained.  A  slight  discharge  had  stained  the  compress. 
The  wound  was  dressed  daily.  On  the  twenty-first  day  the  ligature  was 
drawn  away  with  a  very  slight  effort,  and  the  opening  left,  gradually  con- 
tracted and  healed. 

About  ten  days  after  the  operation,  the  patient  drew  my  attention  to 
another  tumor  about  the  middle  of  the  femoral  artery  on  the  opposite 
thighs  also  aneurismal,  and  the  size  of  a  large  walnut.  I  tied  the  femo- 
ral artery  on  this  side,  in  its  upper  third,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Baker, 
Dr.  Brockenborough,  of  Richmond  Co.,  Va.,  and  Mr.  Crittenden,  a  stu- 
dent from  Virginia.  The  pulsation  ceased  immediately  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ligature.  The  wound  also  healed  by  the  first  intention,  and 
the  ligature  was  detached  on  the  eighteenth  day. 

The  patient  is  now  entirely  well,  and  almost  strong  enough  to  resume 
the  usual  labor  of  the  convicts. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences. 


ON  A  NEW   STETHOSCOPIC  SIGN. 

The  following  communication  was  made  by  Dr.  Christophe,  to  the 
Gazette  Medicale,  and  appeared  in  that  Journal  of  the  21st  of  August 
last.    The  author  says  : — 

"  For  about  fifteen  years,  1  have  remarked,  about  a  score  of  limes,  a 
resonance  of  voice  intermediate  in  character  between  well-marked  bron- 
chophony and  aegophony.  It  occurs  as  a  trembling  vibration  of  the 
voice,  but  short,  feeble,  and  not  prolonged,  as  in  aegophony.  One  may 
form  an  idea  of  the  sound  by  dividing  that  of  aegophony  into  two  parts, 
and  by  taking  account  only  of  the  first  part,  by  abstracting  the  second  ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  omitting  what  constitutes  the  final  characteristic  tone 
(timbre)  of  the  bleat  of  the  goat,  or  of  the  voice  of  Punchinello.  I 
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have  called  this  sign  aegony,  because  it  is  a  diminutive  of  aegophony, 
and  that  it  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of  that  sound.  Mgmy  is  cha- 
racterized by  a  short  vocal  resonance,  somewhat  tremulous  when  mono- 
syllables are  articulated.  This  character  is  always  the  same,  in  what- 
ever position  the  patient  is  placed  :  the  sound  does  not  change  to  aego- 
phony, to  revert  again  to  aegony.  It  increases  and  diminishes,  but  in- 
sensibly, and  that  in  a  considerable  interval.  It  may  disappear  upon 
cure ;  most  often  it  remains  a  long  time  stationary  ;  but  when  the  patient 
is  about  to  succumb,  aegony  is  altered  by  the  sounds  which  attend  the 
breaking  up  of  the  tubercular  matter. 

"  This  symptom  has  also  its  distinct  pathological  and  anatomical  signi- 
fications. iEgony  is  always  heard  between  the  scapulae,  at  their  inner 
borders,  and  especially  at  the  middle  or  upper  third  of  the  latter.  I 
have  often  found  it  stronger  on  one  side  than  on  the  other,  and  more 
on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side.  It  almost  always  coincides  with  a 
painful  spot,  as  large  as  a  shilling,  situated  at  the  upper  third  of  the  in- 
ner border  of  one  or  the  other  scapula,  and  especially  of  that  which  pre- 
sents the  aegony  in  the  most  marked  degree.  This  painful  point  is' 
fixed  and  permanent,  or,  rather,  it  is  liable  only  to  be  suddenly  altered 
by  certain  movements  of  the  scapula  and  of  the  arm 

"iEgony  indicates  an  old-standing  pleurisy,  and  also  a  latent  but  ac- 
tual chronic  pleurisy,  such  as  sometimes  precedes  tubercular  disease. 
It  is  always  accompanied  by  thickening  of  the  pleura,  and  by  adhesions 
of  the  pleurae,  with  strong  bands  and  false  membranes. 

"  Autopsy  has  mostly  revealed  a  thick  crop  of  tubercles  in  the  corres- 
ponding part  of  the  lungs,  which  are  indurated,  and  sometimes  traversed 
by  ramifications  of  the  bronchi,  deformed  and  flattened.  On  one  occa- 
sion the  stethoscope  detected  tubular  respiration  over  a  space  the  size 
of  a  shilling  ;  and  several  times  I  have  perceived  deep  cavernous  breath- 
ing, and  almost  always  autophony.  This  last  phenomenon  is  explained 
by  the  fixed  and  resisting  opposition  that  the  indurated  lung  offers  to  the 
vibrations  of  the  voice  of  the  auscultor,  whilst  the  thickening  and  hard- 
ening of  the  pleura  produce  aegony  by  the  tremulous  resistance  thence  op- 
posed to  the  bronchophonic  vibrations  of  the  patient. 

"  The  conclusions  at  which  M.  Christophe  arrives  are  : — 1.  When  aego- 
phony is  present,  an  effusion,  either  disseminated  or  collected,  always 
exists.  2.  In  simple  aegony,  such  never  exists.  Thus  the  latter  signi- 
fies a  chronic,  dry,  and  pseudo-membranous  pleurisy,  accompanied  gene- 
rally by  a  subjacent  induration. 

"  Most  of  the  subjects  in  whom  I  have  met  with  aegony,  were  af- 
fected by  gastro-intestinal  engorgements  ;  subject  to  cold  and  shivering, 
and  liable  to  get  colds.  I  have  also  marked  in  them  a  pale  and  some- 
what yellowish  complexion,  especially  about  the  nose  and  lips,  shrunken 
features,  a  dry  cough,  with  sometimes  the  expectoration  of  whitish  pel- 
lets of  mucus,  thick  and  shining." 

These  observations  the  author  has  made  known,  that  their  truth  may 
be  tested,  and  that  their  value  in  diagnosis  may  be  verified. 

The  stethoscopic  sign  which  M.  Christophe  has  made  known,  seems  to 
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be,  certainly,  rather  finely  drawn.  Every  person  who  has  attentively 
examined  the  chest  in  disease,  must  have  often  experienced  some  diffi- 
culty in  distinguishing  between  bronchophony  and  ajgophony,  by  meet- 
ing with  sounds  which  might  almost  indifferently  be  referred  to  either  ; 
but  we  have  hitherto  heard  of  no  one  who  has  developed  a  new  sign 
from  these  mid  sounds,  and  named  it ;  yet  we  may  suppose  some  of 
them  may  be  pretty  constant  in  certain  conditions,  and  characteristic  of 
those  conditions,  as  M.  Christophe  represents.  Allowing  the  sound  of 
ffigony  to  be  a  distinct  sign,  our  diagnosis  must  no  longer  be  confined  to  not- 
ing bronchophony,  in  all  its  shades,  from  aegophony,  but  we  must  take  this 
new  sound,  aegony,  standing  midway  between  the  two.  and  distinguish  it 
from  either — a  task  we  believe  not  very  many  will  attempt,  and  one  re- 
quiring nice  ears  and  nice  discrimination,  and,  withal,  having  no  very 
direct  bearing  upon  therapeutics.  However,  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire,  and  M.  Christophe  is  certainly  praiseworthy  for  his  accurate  explo- 
ration of  the  chest  in  disease,  both  by  the  ear  and  by  post-mortem  exa- 
minations.— London  Lancet, 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   NOVEMBER    3,    1  8  4  7. 


Sending  Consumptive  Patients  North. — A  recent  traveller  mentions  the 
curious  circumstance,  that  the  customs  of  Asia  are  in  many  respects  dia- 
metrically opposite  those  of  Europe.  For  example,  we  eat  with  knives 
and  forks,  the  Turk  with  his  fingers.  We  shave  off  the  beard,  they  coax 
it  out  as  long  as  possible.  We  dress  in  tight  clothes,  they  in  loose. 
We  sit  in  chairs,  they  squat  on  cushions.  We  have  one  wife,  they  four ; 
and  so  on  through  the  whole  organization  of  society,  the  contrast  be- 
coming even  more  striking  in  some  of  the  minor  details  of  domestic  life. 
From  a  recent  conversation  with  a  medical  practitioner  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  we  learned  the  novel  fact,  that  a  decided  advantage  is 
realized  by  consumptive  patients  of  the  middle  and  southern  States,  in 
going  North  instead  of  South.  Here,  in  latitude  42,  when  the  easterly 
winds  begin  to  prevail — and  they  blow  triumphantly  for  a  long  time  in  the 
spring — the  opinion  is  universal,  that  persons  with  irritable  lungs,  those 
afflicted  with. deep-seated  coughs,  more  especially  such  as  have  a  decided 
tendency  to  phthisis,  should  go  somewhere  South.  No  very  definite  idea 
appears  to  be  attached  to  this  expression — as,  since  the  Mammoth  Cave 
lost  its  reputation,  no  one  place  holds  a  preference  over  another  in  respect 
to  its  sanitary  advantages  for  this  unfortunate  class  of  persons,  unless  it 
be  St.  Augustine  and  the  region  round  about.  To  efo  South,  in  short, 
simply  means  (and  it  is  a  point  of  commendable  ambition)  to  get  some- 
where beyond  the  searching  influence  of  these  chilling,  damp  winds.  One 
finds  Charleston,  S.  C,  agreeable  ;  perhaps  another  wends  his  wa  to 
Georgia;  and  some  find  an  El  Dorado  in  the  bland  climate  of  Louisia   i  or 
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Florida.  These  peregrinations  are  induced  by  a  supposed  necessity,  conse- 
quent upon  the  inefficiency  of  medication  at  home  ;  and  thus  gentlemen 
and  ladies  from  the  New  England  States,  feeling  compelled  by  the  force 
of  circumstances  to  leave  their  own  happy  fire-side  associations,  so  strong 
is  the  love  of  life,  are  strewn,  as  it  were,  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  to  the 
verge  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Union.  At  those  same  inviting  regions 
the  native  inhabitants  are  prone  also  to  pulmonary  consumption,  but  not 
to  the  extent  that  marks  the  statistics  of  that  disease  at  the  North.  Still, 
lesions  of  the  lungs  and  tuberculous  phthisis  are  frequently  recognized, 
and  the  laws  which  govern  their  progress  are  as  difficult  to  control  there, 
as  in  the  frigid  climate  of  the  northern  States.  When  a  change  of  loca- 
tion is  advised,  however,  instead  of  creeping  onward  farther  South,  the 
gentleman,  with  whom  we  have  been  conversing,  argued  with  much  inge- 
nuity to  prove  that  they  should  hasten  North,  and  that  their  only  chance 
of  a  permanent  restoration  depended  upon  that  movement  more  than  any 
other.  He  called  to  his  aid  some  cogent  facts,  besides  dwelling  with  en- 
thusiasm on  the  philosophical  principles  involved  in  the  proposition. 

Without  contending  with  any  one  on  the  doctrine  of  contraries,  as  going 
South  from  the  North,  and  North  from  the  South,  to  allay  symptoms  and 
tendencies  similar  in  character,  we  prefer  that  those  most  familiar  with 
the  results  of  such  practice  should  discuss  the  subject — and  whatever  light 
may  be  exhibited,  if  it  is  truly  light,  will  be  received  by  us  and  the  pro- 
fession with  feelings  of  gratitude. 


Malignant  Fever  and  Vomito  Prieto. — WTilliam  Ingalls.  M.D.,  formerly 
an  active  practitioner  of  Boston,  whose  mind  still  indicates  the  vigor  that 
should  characterize  every  author,  has  quite  recently  brought  out  a  small 
"  Treatise  on  Malignant  Fever  and  Vomito  Prieto,"  which  was  ready  for 
the  press  as  long  ago  as  1842,  but  he  was  influenced  to  lay  it  aside  at  the 
time  on  account  of  Dr.  Shattack  Jr.'s  translation  of  Baron  Louis  on  the 
same  subject.  But  coming  into  possession  of  a  work  by  Dr.  Robert  Jack- 
son, in  which  cold  water  is  recommended  in  yellow  fever,  Dr.  Ingalls  was 
again  put  upon  a  train  of  thought  that  had  occupied  him  in  former  times, 
and  this  has  finally  led  to  the  publication  of  the  laid-by  manuscript.  Dr, 
Ingalls  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  views  of  Dr.  Robert  Jackson,  Louis,  &c, 
respecting  the  yellow  fever,  and  then  speaks  of  ventilation,  cleanliness, 
theorv,  diagnosis,  prognosis,  duration,  and,  lastly,  black  vomit,  in  a  clear 
and  distinct  manner,  showing  how  deeply  and  deliberately  he  has  weighed 
the  whole  subject.  In  September,  1819,  a  malignant  fever  prevailed  in 
the  then  town  of  Boston,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Hill,  which  was 
satisfactorily  traced  to  the  ship  Ten  Brothers,  a  sickly  vessel,  then  lying  in 
the  harbor.  One  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  August  2d,  Dr.  In- 
galls visited  a  sailor  belonging  to  her,  and  within  two  days  more,  two 
others,  and  from  these,  it  appears,  the  disease  spread,  till  the  excitement 
was  universal  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  A  series  of  letters 
were  written  on  the  historv,  nature  and  treatment  of  certain  types  of  the 
fever,  addressed  to  P.  P.  F.  Degrand,  Esq.,  which  were  probably  issued 
in  the  daily  papers  of  that  period,  for  general  reading.  All  these  havo 
been  collected,  and  now  constitute  a  prominent  part  of  the  volume — after 
which,  succeed  remarks  on  the  Yellow  Fever,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
author's  son,  Wra,  Ingalls,  Jr.,  M.D.,  at  Laurel  Hill,  Louisiana.  Lastly, 
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an  Appendix  of  32  pages  is  devoted,  first,  to  an  inquiry  that  we  profess  to 
know  but  little  about,  viz.,  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever  homoeopathically ; 
and,  secondly,  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  spleen,  which  is  a  valua- 
ble contribution  to  the  archives  of  pathological  anatomy.  This,  after  all, 
is  the  department  in  which  this  gentleman  attained  distinction  in  by-gone 
years,  for  he  taught  the  structure  and  functions  of  all  the  organs  of  the 
human  body  with  singular  tact  and  fidelity. 

Medical  researches,  conducted  at  the  age  to  which  Dr.  Ingalls  has  ar- 
rived, are  an  honor  to  those  who  engage  in  them,  but  a  reproach  to  many 
younger  members  of  the  profession.  While  they  imagine  themselves 
overwhelmed  with  business  that  forbids  their  attention  to  close  medico-lite- 
rary pursuits,  the  men  of  grey  hairs,  who  have  long  labored  in  raising  the 
standard  of  medical  science  to  its  present  elevated  position,  keep  laboring  to 
raise  it  higher  by  never-tiring  industrial  efforts.  William  D.  Ticknor  &  Co. 
are  the  publishers,  Washington  street,  Boston. 


Clinical  Digest. — B.  H.  Tripp,  M.D.,  of  Concord,  N.  PL,  is  devotedly 
engaged  in  preparing  a  Clinical  Digest,  of  the  best  authorities  extant,  for 
the  treatment  of  medical  and  surgical  diseases.  He  contemplates  a  volume 
of  about  400  pages.  If  industry,  and  sound  discretion  in  the  selection  of 
materials,  under  the  advisatory  assistance  of  the  most  judicious  medical 
gentlemen  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  are  of  any  account  in  the 
enterprise,  an  excellent  compilation  may  be  expected. 


Artificial  Limbs. — At  Meredith  Bridge,  N.H.,  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer  carries 
on  the  manufacture  of  artificial  limbs  to  a  degTee  of  perfection  that 
both  astonishes  and  delights  all  who  have  examined  his  ingenious  life-like 
looking  workmanship.  We  saw,  at  the  late  fair  in  Quincy  Hall,  specimens 
of  this  very  useful  branch  of  business  ;  but  a  leg  worn  by  himself,  con- 
structed in  his  own  shop,  was  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  mechanism.  Should 
the  Mexican  war  continue  much  longer,  the  demand  upon  Mr.  Palmer's 
establishment  must  actively  increase.  We  shall  speak  more  particularly  of 
these  artificial  aids  to  suffering  humanity  very  soon. 


Progress  of  the  Cholera  in  Europe  and  Asia. — Foreign  papers  announce 
that  this  dreadful  scourge  is  again  making  its  appearance  in  different  parts 
of  Europe  and  Asia.  lis  approach  is  creating  alarm  with  those  who  have 
watched  its  progress  from  the  plains  of  Scinde  towards  Western  Europe. 
About  eighteen  months  since,  it  ravaged  the  banks  of  the  Indus  with  awful 
severity,  inflicting  serious  loss  upon  the  British  troops  at  Kurrachee  and 
Hyderabad.  About  the  same  time  it  raged  in  Affghanistan  ;  spread  from 
thence  into  Persia,  which  it  traversed  from  east  to  west,  spreading  to  the 
northward  into  Tartary,  and  southwardly  into  Turkish  Kurdistan,  and  the 
pachalic  of  Bagdad.  Early  in  the  present  year,  it  made  its  appearance  to 
the  west  of  the  Caucasian  mountains,  and  committed  great  ravages  in  the 
Russian  army  acting  against  the  Circassians  ;  and  we  just  now  learn  of  its 
re-appearance  in  Europe,  having  broken  out  at  Taganrog,  Marianopolis, 
and  other  ports  on  the  westerly  shores  of  the  sea  of  Azof,  Kief,  Smolensk, 
Riga,  Tifflis,  Kars,  Kontais  and  Trebizond.   Great  alarm  is  felt  at  Warsaw, 
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where  the  authorities  were  preparing  hospitals.  As  in  its  former  progress 
*  >wards  Europe,  in  the  years  1530  and  1831,  the  general  course  of  the  pes- 
tilence has  been  nearly  due  north-west ;  and  it  seems,  so  far,  to  have  travel- 
led at  about  the  same  rate  as  on  that  occasion.  In  1531  it  made  its  appear- 
ance on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  (at  Riga.  Dantzic  and  Memel).  in  the 
month  of  May, at  Vienna  and  Berlin  in  August,  at  Hamburgh  in  October, 
and  reached  England  in  the  beginning  of  November." 

The  Barbier  Disease. — Geo.  A.  Perkins,  M.D.,  formerly  of  this  city, 
but  now  in  the  Episcopal  Missionary  service  at  Fishtown.  Cape  Palmas, 
i.i  H  es.ern  Africa,  transmits  a  journal  of  occurrences  at  that  station,  from 
one  period  to  another,  which  is  published  in  the  Spirit  of  Missions.  An 
occasional  medical  record  appears,  of  what  he  has  seen  or  discovered, 
which  invariably  possesses  interest,  from  the  circumstance  that  the  dis- 
eases of  that  part  of  the  great  African  continent,  are.  many  of  them, 
wholly  unlike  those  with  which  phvsicians  are  familiar  in  this  country. 
The  following  condensed  case  is  an  illustration.  Nov.  17.  15-46 — Minleh, 
a  member  of  the  missionary  school,  had  been  complaining  several  days  of 
disordered  bowels,  but  finally  sent  for  Dr.  Perkins  because  he  was  unable 
to  move  the  lower  limbs.  He  had  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  skin,  and 
numbness  of  both  legs  below  the  knees,  and  both  arms  also,  below  the 
elbows  ;  besides,  there  was  such  a  degree  of  hoarseness  as  to  make  talking 
difficult  On  the  2oth  of  the  same  month,  a  native  girl,  connected  with 
the  institution,  sickened  precisely  in  the  same  manner.  Minleh's  sense  of 
feeling  was  so  far  lost,  that  his  hands  and  feet  felt  like  wood,  and  were 
very  cold.  Dr.  Perkins  resorted  to  a  variety  of  means,  but  without  afford- 
ing anv  relief  whatever.  Frictions  with  strong  ammonia,  pepper,  &c. 
were  totally  unavailing.  Blisters  to  the  calves  of  the  legs,  together  with 
friction  along  the  spine,  ultimately  gave  some  relief.  In  tropical  climates, 
barbier  is  the  name  given  to  this  disease. 


Successor  to  Professor  Hare. — Through  the  Medical  News  and  Library 
it  gives  us  pleasure  to  learn  the  appointment  of  James  M.  Rogers,  M.D.. 
to  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Prof.  R.  is  an  eloquent  lecturer  and  an  accomplished  che- 
mist, and  will  well  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  school. 


Honors  to  Medical  Men  Abroad. — The  King  of  the  Belgians  desiring 
to  present  to  ML  Orlila  a  public  testimonial  for  the  numerous  and  eminent 
services  he  has  rendered  medicine,  has  conferred  on  him  the  dignity  of 
officer  of  the  Civil  Order  of  Leopold.  By  the  same  royal  command,  also, 
the  celebrated  physician,  M.  Hecker,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of 
Berlin,  has  been  made  a  knight  of  the  same  Order.  Further,  Dr.  Fallot, 
chief  physician  of  the  Belgian  army,  has  been  created  an  officer,  and  Dr. 
Cunier,  Surgeon  of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital.  Brussels,  a  knight,  of  the 
Order;  both  on  account  of  their  eminent  services  to  the  army  and  to  sci- 
ence, and  especially  to  ophthalmic  medicine. — London  Lancet. 


The  Phrenological  Society  of  Edinburgh. — This  Society  had  about 
,£14.000  left  it,  some  time  since,  by  Dr.  Robertson,  of  Paris.    The  gene- 
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ral  legatee,  Dr.  Verity,  in  consequence  of  the  defective  wording  of  the  will, 
retained  the  money.  The  Society  commenced  proceedings  in  the  French 
courts,  and  obtained  an  order  to  Dr.  Verity  to  pay  a  certain  sum  into  court, 
which  was  set  aside,  as  bad  in  law,  on  appeal  to  the  supreme  court.  Con- 
sequently the  Phrenological  Society  may  be  held  to  have  definitively  lost 
its  cause. — Ibid. 


Election  by  Concours. — It  is  stated,  that  the  three  Faculties  of  Medicine, 
of  Paris,  Montpellier  and  Strasbourg,  have  given  their  voice,  in  answer  to 
the  request  of  their  opinion,  made  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  election  to  vacant  professorships  by  con- 
cours. The  French  Reform  Bill  just  passed  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  an- 
nulled the  mode  of  election  by  concours  for  professorships,  which  had 
existed  for  some  years,  and  it  is  on  this  ground  that  most  of  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  is  raised,  by  the  French  profession. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Channing,  having  been  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  Harvard  College  for  twenty-two  years,  has  resigned  the  office, 
and  Dr.  Holmes  has  been  appointed  in  his  place.  —  Dr.  Dan  Foote,  of 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  has  been  convicted  of  manslaughter,  having  inflict- 
ed blows  on  his  wife  which  caused  her  death,  and  is  sentenced  to  the  State 
Prison  for  life. — Dr.  Coolidge's  trial  for  murder  in  Me.,  has  been  set 
down  for  January. — Dr.  Racy,  of  Montreal,  whose  exertions  in  favor  of 
the  sick  immigrants  have  been  unbounded,  has  been  attacked  by  the  fever. 

Hin  case    is*,  however)  favorably  opolicn  of.      The    quarantine  oetabliohmv  nt 

at  Grosse  Isle  will  be  broken  up  in  a  few  days. — The  show  of  dental  ap- 
paratus and  elegant  workmanship  in  gold,  at  the  late  fair  in  Boston,  was 
enough  to  make  a  visiter  proud  of  the  mechanical  ingenuity  and  skill  of 
his  countrymen.  The  same  remark  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  speci- 
mens of  surgical  cutlery  at  the  same  exhibition.  We  should  have  been 
perplexed  in  deciding  which  and  what  had  the  preference,  such  was  the 
beauty  and  high  finish  of  the  whole. — According  to  the  Gazette  Medicale, 
a  young  woman,  in  Paris,  went  to  a  dentist  to  have  a  tooth  extracted.  To 
avoid  the  pain,  she  was  persuaded  to  inhale  the  vapor  of  ether.  While 
under  its  influence  she  was  violated.    The  dentist  has  been  arrested. 


To  Correspondents. — Communications  have  been  received,  from  Dr.  Kidder  on  Typhus, 
Dr.  Handy  on  Obstinate  Constipation,  Dr.  Castle  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Teeth.  Dr.  Kingsbury 
on  Cases  at  the  Hospital  at  Blaekwell's  Island,  and  "  Paracelsus"  on  Medical  Ethics. 


Married.— In  New  York.  Dr.  James  M.  Minor  to  Miss  E.  II.  Pierpont.— Dr.  C.  C.  Saunders, 
of  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y'.j  to  Miss  C.  Van  Satvoord. 


Died, — At  Tuspan,  Mexico.  Dr.  Jaban  Schanck,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  a  native  of  N.  J. 
—At  Skowhegan.Me.,  Dr.  William  Dyer,  30. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  Oct.  30th.  75. — Males.  35 — females,  40. — 
Stillborn,  6.  Of  consumption,  4 — typhus  fever.  15 — disease  of  the  bowels,  7 — dysentery,  10 — 
cholera  infantum,  2 — diarrhoea,  5 — lung  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  2 — croup.  3 — asthma.  1 — old  age, 
J — infantile,  6 — smallpox,  1 — ulcers,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — suicide,  1 — disease  of  the  heart, 
2 — marasmus,  2 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — teething,  1 — tumor,  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1  — 
haemorrhage,  1 — accidental,  1 — intemperance,  1. 

Under  5  years,  24 — between  5  and  20  years,  13 — between  20  and  40  years,  18 — between  40 
and  60  years,  11 — over  60  years,  9. 
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Beef-tea. — When  one  pound  of  lean  beef,  free  of  fat,  and  separated  from 
the  bones,  in  the  finely  chopped  state  in  which  it  is  used  for  beef  sausages 
or  mince-meat,  is  uniformly  mixed  with  its  own  weight  of  cold  water,  slow- 
ly heated  to  boiling,  and  the  liquid,  after  boiling  briskly  for  a  minute  or 
two,  is  strained  through  a  towel  from  the  coagulated  albumen,  and  the 
fibrine,  now  becoming  hard  and  horny,  we  obtain  an  equal  weight  of  the 
most  aromatic  soup,  of  such  strength  as  cannot  be  obtained,  even  by  boiling 
for  hours,  from  a  piece  of  flesh.  When  mixed  with  salt,  and  the  other 
usual  additions  by  which  soup  is  usually  seasoned,  and  tinged  somewhat 
darker  by  means  of  roasted  onions  or  burnt  sugar,  it  forms  the  very  best 
soup  which  can  in  any  way  be  prepared  from  one  pound  of  flesh. — Liebig. 


Frequency  of  Hernia  in  the  Human  Race. — By  Arnaud  it  has  been 
calculated  that  one-eighth  of  mankind  are  the  subjects  of  it.  Mr.  Turnbull, 
surgeon  of  the  London  Truss  Society,  states,  that  "after  most  diligent  and 
general  inquiries  throughout  the  kingdom,  he  is  induced  to  take  them, 
male  and  female,  and  of  all  ages,  upon  an  average  of  1  to  15."  This  esti- 
mate was  sanctioned  by  Monro,  supported  by  the  authority  of  Gimbernat, 
and  was,  for  many  years,  generally  adopted  by  European  surgeons.  It  is 
undoubtedly  too  high,  but  other  surgeons  have  erred  in  the  opposite  ex- 
treme. From  a  return  made  by  Dr.  Vesturme,  Inspector-General  of  the 
German  Legion,  it  appears,  that  of  40,460  recruits  examined,  365  were 
rejected  on  account  of  their  being  affected  with  hernia, — nearly  1  in  111, 
or  a  little  less  than  1  per  centum  ;  and  of  12,835  recruits  inspected  in 
Dublin,  116  were  rejected  on  account  of  the  infirmity,  or  1  in  110  ;  and  it 
has  been  supposed  that  these  returns  afiord  a  tolerably  correct  view  of  the 
general  frequency  of  hernia,  at  least  in  the  male  population  of  European 
states  ;  but  the  estimate  is  obviously  too  low,  for  many  persons  afflicted 
with  hernia,  and  knowing  it  to  be  a  ground  of  disqualification  for  military 
service,  would  on  this  account  be  prevented  from  enlisting.  A  nearer  ap- 
proach to  the  truth,  as  far  as  regards  the  male  population  of  France  of  20 
to  21  years  of  age,  may  be  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  French  con- 
scription. Thus,  according  to  M.  Malgaigne,  of  10,247  persons  examined 
from  1816  to  1823,  in  the  department  of  the  Seine,  314  were  hernial,  or  1 
in  32  ;  and  of  754,875  examined  throughout  the  whole  of  France,  from  1S31 
to  1837,  24,221  were  exempted  on  account  of  hernia,  or  nearly  1  in  32. 
Assuming,  then,  that  there  is  1  hernial  subject  in  32  males  in  France  of 
20  to  21  years  of  age,  and  calculating  the  relative  proportions  of  hernial 
subjpcts  at  different  ages  and  in  each  of  the  sexes,  M.  Malgaigne  arrives  at 
the  following  estimate — namely,  that  there  is  1  hernial  subject  in  13  of  the 
whole  male  population  of  France  ;  1  in  50  of  the  whole  female  popula- 
tion ;  and  1  in  2LV  of  the  entire  population.  From  various  observations 
M.  Malgaigne  infers,  that  the  relative  proportions  of  hernia  in  men  and 
women  is  as  4  to  I.  Other  statements  show  a  great  preponderance  of 
hernia  in  the  male  sex;  but  it  may  be  justly  supposed  that  it  is  greater 
than  really  exists,  since  women,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  as  well  as  from 
their  being  less  engaged  in  such  laborious  occupations  as  compel  the 
hernial  subject  to  seek  relief,  are  less  likely  than  men  to  be  the  applicants 
at  a  public  institution. — Teale's  Practical  Treatise  on  Abdominal  Hernia. 
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HOSPITALS  ON  BLACKWELLS  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  first  article  which  I  wrote  for  your  Journal,  I  men- 
tioned the  medical  department  on  this  Island.  It  is  my  intention  at  this 
time  to  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  hospitals  here.  For  the 
month  of  October  I  have  been  appointed,  by  the  Resident  Physician,  to 
the  Penitentiary  and  Smallpox  hospitals,  with  Dr.  Blakeman,  another 
of  the  assistants,  as  my  associate.  There  are,  at  present,  about  125 
in  the  female,  and  45  in  the  male  hospital,  a  large  majority  of  whom 
are  afflicted  with  syphilis  in  some  form  or  other.  Most  of  them  are  pri- 
mary cases,  many  secondary,  and  some  have  primary,  secondary  and  ter- 
tiary syphilis,  having  superadded  the  recent  disease  to  their  old  and  con- 
stitutional symptoms.  Chancres,  buboes,  nodes,  ulcers,  eruptions,  &c. 
Sic,  are  all  co-existing  in  several  of  these.  Among  the  most  interesting 
cases  in  the  female  hospital,  is  one  of  rupia,  of  eighteen  months'  stand- 
ing. The  poor  girl  has  been  through  the  whole  list  of  anti-syphilitic 
remedies.  She  had  taken  mercury  in  various  forms,  and  iodide  of  po- 
tassium in  large  quantities.  The  latter  remedy  has  been  found  most  re- 
liable, and,  with  fresh  air  and  a  generous  diet,  is  rapidly  effecting  her 
cure.  At  this  time  her  skin  is  cleaning  finely,  and  her  general  health 
very  much  improved. 

There  is  also  a  patient  here  who  says  she  has  never  menstruated. 
She  is  over  16  years  of  age,  and  from  her  deficient  development  her 
story  of  the  retention  of  the  menses  seems  probable.  Still  she  has  been 
a  prostitute  for  three  years,  and  now  has  primary  syphilis.  In  short, 
this  hospital  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  rendezvous  for  the  abandoned  women 
of  the  city  who  become  infected,  or  so  much  reduced  by  dissipation  as  to 
be  unable  to  follow  their  wretched  mode  of  life.  If  they  become  dis- 
eased, they  go  to  the  police,  make  it  known,  and  are  sent  up  here  as 
vagrants,  for  thirty,  sixty  or  ninety  days.  Here  they  are  cured,  per- 
haps before  their  time  is  out,  when  they  have  only  to  send  to  some 
"  friend,"  who  very  kindly  gets  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  takes  them 
away.  In  the  course  of  a  month,  and  often  in  less  time,  they  return 
to  the  Hospital,  either  with  "  the  disease,"  or  they  are  committed  for 
drunkenness,  rioting  or  vagrancy.  It  has  been  suggested  that  such  an 
establishment,  supported  by  the  city,  and  conducted  in  this  manner,  is 
15 
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doing  more  harm  than  good.  It  seems  to  be  a  place  of  refuge  for  these 
women  to  recruit  themselves,  in  order  to  return  to  their  haunts  and  avo- 
cations with  renewed  health.  They  know  that  such  a  place  is  provided 
for  them  if  they  are  sick,  and  they  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow. 

The  patients  in  the  male  hospital  consist  of  prisoners  sent  up  here  for 
petty  crimes,  and  who  have  either  contracted  this  disease  or  become  ill 
while  here.  Among  them,  at  this  time,  is  a  patient  who  first  became 
infected  about  six  years  ago,  and  has  been  diseased  ever  since.  At 
times  the  local  symptoms  have  been  subdued,  but  the  poison  was  never 
wholly  eradicated  from  his  system.  He  says  the  only  chancre  he  ever 
had  was  near  the  umbilicus  (a  curious  place)  ;  but  buboes  appeared  in 
the  groin  as  usual.  The  palatine  and  nasal  bones  have  exfoliated,  and 
he  suffers  excruciating  pains  at  night.  He,  too,  has  been  thoroughly 
medicated,  and  at  this  time  is  taking  twenty  grains  of  iodide  of  potas- 
sium daily.    He  is  allowed  a  generous  diet,  and  appears  to  be  improving. 

There  are  several  cases  of  phymosis  in  the  hospital,  upon  some  of 
which  I  have  operated  by  slitting  up  the  prepuce  with  a  bistoury,  and 
others  by  circumcision. 

Another  disease  which  we  have  to  treat  here,  is  delirium  tremens. 
Prisoners  are  sent  up  after  months  of  intemperance,  and  during  an  at- 
tack of  this  kind  I  generally  treat  them  with  purgatives,  sometimes 
combined  with  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  followed  by  large  doses  of 
opium,  either  in  tincture  or  substance.  And  it  is  astonishing  in  what 
quantities  they  will  take  this  narcotic  without  being  affected.  To  one 
man,  smaller  doses  having  failed,  an  ounce  of  laudanum  was  exhibited, 
without  apparently  affecting  him  in  the  least.  He  continued  to  cry  out 
that  the  "  blue  devils"  were  after  him,  until  I  gave  him  a  grain  of  mor- 
phine, and  he  had  drank  a  quart  of  the  decoction  of  hops.  This  latter 
remedy  I  have  used  extensively  in  treating  delirium  tremens,  and  in  some 
mild  cases  have  succeeded  in  subduing  it  with  this  alone. 

In  the  Smallpox  Hospital  there  are  but  three  patients,  all  doing  well. 
The  treatment  pursued  is  fresh  air,  plenty  of  cold  water,  with  occa- 
sionally a  saline  draught.  One  of  these  cases  has  appeared  to  me  singu- 
lar. At  the  time  the  man  came  here  from  the  city,  the  pustules  were 
filling  up.  About  the  eighth  day  they  broke  ;  scabs  formed,  came  off, 
and  after  a  few  days  the  patient  was  discharged,  but  was  gone  but 
three  days.  Another  eruption  appeared,  and  he  returned.  Pustules 
filled,  scabs  formed  a  second  time  and  came  off,  having  precisely  the 
same  appearance  as  the  first.  This  may  be  a  common  occurrence,  but 
1  have  never  read  of,  or  seen  such  an  one. 

At  the  Nursery  Hospital,  Dr.  J.  Winterbotham  is  the  Resident  Phy- 
sician. There  are  about  125  patients  here,  among  whom  the  pre- 
vailing disease  is  ophthalmia.  At  times  it  has  been  exceedingly  malig- 
nant and  contagious,  but  at  present  it  is  less  virulent  and  general  than 
formerly.  A  new  site  has  been  procured,  and  buildings  are  in  progress 
for  the  1000  children  in  the  Nurseries,  on  Randal's  Island.  A  separate 
hospital  for  the  ophthalmic  cases  is  intended  to  be  ready  in  the  spring. 

At  the  New  Alms  House,  Dr.  B.  F.  Wendel,  another  of  the  assistants, 
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is  at  present  stationed.  This  is  a  branch  of  the  Alms  House  at  Belle- 
vue.    There  are.  about  40  patients  here,  with  promiscuous  diseases. 

At  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Dr.  M.  H.  Ranney  is  the  Resident  Physician. 
He  lias  had  charge  for  the  last  eight  months,  and  is  doing  well.  There 
are  at  present  about  400  in  the  Asylum,  170  males  and  230  females; 
three  fourths  of  whom  are  foreign  paupers.  In  the  treatment  of  these 
lunatics  very  little  medication  is  employed,  reliance  being  placed  chiefly 
on  moral  means.  The  principal  amusements  in  which  they  are  indulged 
are  music,  in  which  some  are  quite  proficient,  and  dancing.  In  some 
institutions  of  the  kind,  it  is  customary  to  depend  upon  games  to  occupy 
and  amuse  the  patients  ;  but  as  most  of  these,  here,  have  been  of  the 
working  class,  Dr.  R.  thinks  it  better  to  give  them  light  work.  All  the 
clothing  for  the  establishment  is  made  by  the  inmates,  and  most  of  the 
out-door  work  is  performed  by  them.  About  150  attend  church  regu- 
larly, and  are  quiet  and  well  behaved.  Among  the  patients,  there  have 
been  two  or  three  interesting  cases  of  nymphomania.  They  were  treat- 
ed successfully  with  counter-irritation  and  cooling  applications.  Medical 
treatment  seems  to  be  of  little  service  in  lunacy  here. 

BlackiveWs  Island,  Oct.  28th,  1847.  Geo.  H.  Kingsbury. 


CASE  OF  OBSTINATE  AND  FATAL  CONSTIPATION. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  an  account  of  a  case,  the  most 
remarkable  that  has  ever  occurred  in  my  practice  ;  and  if  you  deem  it 
of  any  interest  to  your  readers,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it  in  the 
Journal.  The  case  is  obstinate  and  fatal  constipation,  from  insidious 
inflammation. 

The  patient  was  a  married  lady  of  our  city,  in  middle  life,  and  be- 
tween four  and  five  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  I  was  called  to 
the  case  some  two  or  three  days  after  she  was  taken  down  with  symp- 
toms of  what  she  and  her  friends  called  colic — similar  attacks  of  which 
she  had  had  frequently  before,  and  they  commenced  treating  her  with 
laudanum  in  the  usual  way,  but  without  any  effect. 

When  1  saw  her  there  was  no  tenderness  over  the  epigastrium  upon 
pressure,  and  no  fever — she  simply  had  violent  pain  over  the  region  of 
colon  and  stomach,  attended  with  considerable  flatulence,  which  would 
entirely  disappear  for  a  while  and  then  return  again.  In  a  word,  the 
case  seemed  to  be  clearly  one  of  flatulent  colic.  And  as  such,  a  solution 
of  half  a  drachm  of  bi-carb.  soda,  with  fifty  drops  of  laudanum,  was 
administered,  to  be  followed  with  a  full  dose  of  oil,  having  the  same 
amount  of  laudanum,  provided  the  pain  returned. 

There  was  ease  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  the  pain  returned,  and 
the  oil  and  laudanum  were  given,  but  rejected.  Cal.  and  pul.  Dov.,  aa 
gr.  x.  were  given,  with  some  relief  for  a  short  time.  This  was  followed  by 
another  dose  of  oil,  which  was  again  rejected.  The  pain  returning  and 
the  stomach  irritable,  the  following  prescription  was  ordered  : — R.,  S.  mur. 
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hydrarg.,  gr.  xij.  ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  ij.  M.  Ft.  piL  iv.  One  to  be  taken 
every  two  hours,  with  laudanum*  gtts.  xl.,  between  tlie  pills,  if  they 
should  prove  insufficient  to  quiet  pain.  The  pills  and  laudanum  were 
all. taken,  with  but  partial  relief.  The  stomach  being  somewhat  irritable, 
a  dose  of  magnesia,  to  be  repeated,  was  ordered,  to  move  the  bowels. 
This  was  all  rejected. 

I  now  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  and  this  was  on  the  evening  of 
the  second  day  of  my  attendance,  that  there  was  some  tenderness  over 
the  abdomen,  on  pressure — and  some  fever,  though  not  very  great. 
Thinking  there  might  be  some  degree  of  inflammation  present,  and  that 
it  was  not  impossible  for  colic  and  inflammation  to  be  combined,  I  de- 
termined to  draw  blood,  and  took  about  two  ounces,  and  then  had  a 
large  blister  applied  over  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  She 
was  left  with  an  anodyne  for  the  night. 

Saw  her  next  morning.  No  better.  Had  vomitings  in  the  night,  and 
the  pain  continuing  all  the  time,  though  still  returning  at  times  with 
greater  violence. 

Being  anxious  that  the  bowels  should  be  opened,  all  anodynes  were 
stopped,  and  senna  and  salts  were  administered  in  repeated  doses,  four 
in  number,  without  effect — two  of  which,  however,  were  rejected. 

Evening. — Stomach  continues  sick,  and  now  rejects  almost  everything 
taken.  There  being  some  thirst,  the  free  use  of  ice  was  allowed,  and 
injections  ordered.  At  bed-time  visited  her,  and  found  the  pain  had  in- 
creased on  pressure  over  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  colon — that  there 
was  some  restlessness,  with  a  moderate  degree  of  fever.  Ordered  24 
leeches  to  be  applied  upon  the  abdomen,  and  followed  by  poultices. 

Next  morning  saw  the  patient  early.  Found  her  no  better,  but 
rather  worse.  Sick  stomach  through  the  night,  with  occasional  vomit- 
ing. Pain  all  the  time,  but  still  greater  at  some  moments  than  others. 
The  bowels  not  moved  yet.  Ordered  the  warm  bath  and  injections  to 
be  repeated  while  in  the  bath,  and  the  following  pills  of  ox-gall  and  hy- 
oscyamus — five  grains  of  former  with  two  and  a  half  of  latter,  and 
croton  oil,  two  drops,  made  into  four  pills — to  be  given  alternately  every 
two  hours  till  the  bowels  were  moved. 

Mid  day  saw  patient.  No  better.  Bowels  not  yet  moved.  Some 
of  the  medicine  rejected. 

Professor  Monkur  was  now  requested  to  see  the  case  with  me.  At 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  met.  The  patient  no  better,  and  no  opera- 
tion yet. 

The  doctor  advised  calomel  to  be  given  in  large  doses.  Three  pow- 
ders were  ordered  ;  the  first  of  twenty,  the  second  of  fifteen,  and  the 
third  of  twenty  grains  ;  the  first  to  be  followed  in  two  hours  with  half  an 
ounce  of  ol.  tereb.  rubbed  up  in  an  emulsion — and  so  on  through  the 
night,  till  the  bowels  were  moved. 

Next  morning  both  sent  for  to  see  the  patient  early.  Found  her 
much  worse,  though  she  retained  the  medicine,  and  took  the  whole  pre- 
scribed ;  which  amounted  to  forty-five  grains  of  calomel  and  one  ounce 
oil  turpentine — which  added  to  the  twenty-two  grains  previously  given, 
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made  now  sixty-seven  grains  of  calomel  in  her  system — and  yet  no  mo- 
tion of  the  bowels.  As  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  the  doctor  thought 
we  might  venture  on  five  drops  of  croton  oil  at  a  dose,  as  he  said  he  had 
given  as  high  as  seven  drops  with  good  effect.  This  was  given,  injec- 
tions of  turpentine  ordered,  and  the  patient  visited  again  at  10  o'clock. 
Found  the  medicine  had  been  retained,  but  bowels  not  moved.  She 
was  now  evidently  sinking  fast.  There  was  great  restlessness,  tossing 
from  side  to  side  of  the  bed  ;  pain  not  so  great,  but  still  complains  very 
much.  Ordered  mercurial  unguent  to  be  rubbed  freely  over  the  abdo- 
men, inner  side  of  the  thighs,  and  arm-pits — and  directed  a  dose  of  oil. 

6  o'clock,  P.  M. — Met,  and  found  there  was  still  no  operation,  and 
that  the  patient  was  evidently  in  articulo  mortis.  '  She  died  about  three 
hours  after. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  10  o'clock  next  morning. — Abdomen  con- 
siderably distended.  Colon  greatly  enlarged  by  wind,  fluid  injections, 
and  some  feculent  matter.  No  hardened  faeces  discovered.  Next  to  its 
size,  the  most  prominent  alteration  was  the  high  grade  of  inflammation 
seen  throughout  its  whole  course,  and  most  especially  on  its  left  ascend- 
ing portion,  commencing  at  the  caput  coli.  Here  the  redness  was  in- 
tense, with  incipient  patches  of  mortification  at  different  points.  The 
small  intestines  showed  a  considerable  amount  of  redness  in  different 
parts  of  their  course,  but  not  in  so  high  a  degree  as  the  colon.  The 
colon,  in  fact,  showed  that  it  was  the  great  focus  of  all  the  distress,  and 
the  cause  of  death.  No  hardened  and  impacted  faeces,  no  intussusception, 
no  strangulation,  could  be  discovered — the  inflammation  alone  seeming 
to  be  the  cause  of  all  the  torpor  and  want  of  contractile  power  shown 
by  the  bowels.  The  distention  of  the  colon  by  wind  or  gas  may,  pro* 
bably,  have  had  some  share  in  this  general  paralysis  of  its  muscular  ap- 
paratus. The  stomach  was  slightly  inflamed — also  the  peritoneum. 
Liver  and  spleen  looked  healthy.  Uterus  somewhat  inflamed — and  the 
right  Fallopian  tube,  with  its  fimbriated  extremity,  greatly  engorged  with 
venous  blood. 

Remarks. — It  seems  evident,  at  least  to  our  mind,  that  in  the  above 
case  there  must  have  been  inflammation  of  the  colon  from  the  very  be- 
ginning, and  that  its  true  character  was  masked  by  the  symptoms  of 
colic,  which  were  associated  with  it,  and  predominant  at  the  outset.  And 
this  teaches  us  the  important  fact,  that  not  only  these  two  diseases  can 
come  together,  but  that  an  insidious,  highly  dangerous  and  fatal  inflam- 
mation may  also  be  going  on  at  the  same  time  in  the  system,  unsus- 
pected, till  the  Rubicon  has  been  passed,  the  citadel  of  life  stormed,  and 
medical  skill  consequently  put  at  defiance.       Most  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Handy. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct  28,  1847. 
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NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH.— NO.  II 

By  A.  O.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  W.  York. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  teeth,  in  the  classification  which  I  have  adopted,  are  severally 
affected  after  their  order  in  the  following  manner.  The  dense  yellow 
teeth  present  a  firm,  strong  and  permanent  appearance,  from  their  origi- 
nal constitutional  healthy  secretion  and  deposition — the  complete  combi- 
nation of  the  several  constituents — their  perfect  ossification  and  dense 
solidification — and  the  thick  cortical  protection  of  well  deposited  and 
perfect  crystallized  enamel.  These  teeth  rarely,  if  they  ever  do,  decay 
from  any  disease  of  their  substance.  When  they  are  affected,  the  causl 
is  produced  by  the  slow  chemical  assaults  of  vitiated,  acrid,  and  acidi- 
fied matter,  arising  from  decomposition  of  substances  taken  into  the  sto- 
mach, which  by  chemical  combinations  with  the  lime,  gradually  denudes 
the  bone  of  the  teeth  of  its  protecting  covering  of  enamel,  and,  as  a 
tree  deprived  of  its  bark,  so  the  body  of  the  tooth,  irrespective  of  any 
internal  action,  rots  from  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  and  other  ex- 
ternal agents.  Occasionally,  an  internal  vital  principle  will  be  brought 
into  action  for  the  prevention  of  the  progress,  or  rather  as  a  resistance 
to  the  process  of  decay  ;  and  while  this  vital  principle  is  too  weak  to 
throw  off,  or  free  the  healthy  from  the  diseased  portion  of  the  bone, 
by  the  process  of  exfoliation  as  in  other  bones  of  the  system,  a  spon- 
taneous cure  may  be  seen,  by  a  beautiful  resource  in  the  secretion  and 
deposition,  from  the  vital  tissues  of  the  teeth,  of  a  new  material  into 
the  exposed  pores  or  capillary  tubes  of  the  bones.  This  transparent,  am- 
ber-like deposition  gives  to  the  decayed  surface,  where  it  is  clear,  the 
peculiar  appearance  of  amber ;  and  where  discoloration  has  taken  place, 
the  exposed  surface  appears  as  if  it  had  been  charred  and  afterwards 
polished. 

The  next  affection  of  this  class  of  teeth,  is  caries,  from  natural  de- 
fects in  the  formation  of  the  teeth,  especially  in  the  depressions  and 
fissures  of  the  enamel,  upon  the  masticating  surfaces  of  the  molar  and 
bicuspid  teeth — which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  crystalliza- 
tion, preferring  the  sides  and  sloping  surfaces  of  substances  for  its  forma- 
tions, the  striae  of  the  enamel  form  fissures  in  the  centre  of  the  depres- 
sions of  a  tooth,  and  which  may  be  illustrated  by  the  centre  dependent 
angle  of  the  letter  M,  which  resembles  the  section  of  these  teeth. 
The  enamel,  then,  not  being  in  close  apposition  in  the  internal  centre 
of  this  angle — the  bone  is  not  thoroughly  protected,  whilst  the  fissures 
form  receptacles  for  the  insidious  action  of  any  acrid  matter,  vitiated 
secretion  or  gastric  acids.  The  most  destructive  of  all  the  agents  which 
thus  act  upon  the  substance  of  the  enamel  and  body  of  the  teeth,  I  con- 
sider to  be  an  oxalic  acid,  generated  in  the  stomach  by  decompositions  of 
aliment  and  the  atmospheric  agents  swallowed  with  the  food  and  saliva, 
which,  of  course,  forms  new  chemical  combinations.  It  has  of  all  other 
acids  the  greatest  affinity  for  lime,  and  forms  one  species  of  the  calculi 
deposited  by  the  urinary  organs.    The  next  most  destructive  agent  upon 
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the  substance  of  the  teeth  is  the  generated  carbonic  acid.  Both  of  these 
acids  are  the  attendants  upon  debilitated  digestive  organs,  and  never-fail- 
ing friends  to  indigestion  and  its  symptomatic  and  sympathetic  cephalia 
gastrica.  In  children,  I  believe  these  acids  to  be  formed  to  a  very 
great  extent,  and  hence  the  invariable  destruction  of  the  weakly-consti- 
tuted deciduous  teeth,  and  the  caries  and  decay  of  the  permanent  teeth. 
I  would  here  incidentally  remark,  that  in  cases  of  caries,  either  superficial 
or  circumscribed,  or  deep-seated,  as  it  often  is,  occurring  in  the  unpro- 
tected clefts  or  fissures,  "  plugging  "  or  stopping  them  with  any  incor- 
ruptible substance  will  at  once  arrest  its  progress,  and  remedy  these  little 
omissions  of  nature. 

■1  The  next  affection  of  these  teeth,  generally  occurs  at  the  more  ad- 
vanced periods  of  life,  and  it  has  puzzled  the  profession  not  a  little,  as 
well  as  many  able  writers,  to  account  for  this  vexatious  and  painful 
disease.  An  eminent  gentleman  has  recently  published  an  elaborate 
work  in  advance,  being  dated  1848,  in  which  he  speaks  of  this  affection, 
and  frankly  shows  that  he  cannot  assign  for  it  any  other  causes  than 
those  advanced  by  his  predecessors.  So  far  as  my  experience  extends, 
I  have  found  it  to  arise  from  the  action  of  pure  gastric  acid — which  in 
numerous  instances  is  not  sufficiently  evolved  to  affect  the  digestive  ap- 
paratus or  its  powers,  yet  is  of  sufficient  influence,  when  mixed  with  the 
saliva,  to  act  upon  the  necks  of  the  teeth,  sometimes  implicating  the  pro- 
cesses of  the  alveoli,  too  often  facilitated  by  the  irritating  effects  of  the 
tooth-pick.  It  ultimately  becomes  a  more  painful  disorder,  almost  par- 
taking of  neuralgic  intensity.  Hollow  grooves,  as  if  the  teeth  had  been 
cut  into  by  a  file,  or  worn  by  the  friction  of  a  running  cord,  make  their 
way  deep  into  their  substance,  until  the  teeth  break  off,  leaving  smooth 
and  in  many  cases  useful  stumps,  which,  until  now,  would  hardly  bear 
the  touch  of  a  hair.  Often  in  combination  with  this  affection,  or  as 
often  alone,  is  the  wearing  down  of  the  crowns  of  the  teeth — the  che- 
mical action  being  materially  assisted  by  the  mechanical  function  of  tri- 
turating the  food — the  friction,  as  will  at  once  be  perceived,  being  ma- 
terially increased  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  acid  upon  the  manducat- 
ing  surface.  And  here,  again,  may  be  seen  the  internal  vital  principle 
^>f  the  teeth,  in  beautiful  exemplification  of  the  internal  resources  and 
restorative  powers  of  properly  organized  teeth,  to  arrest  the  entire  loss  of 
their  substance  to  the  animal  economy.  As  the  nerve,  artery,  vein  and 
membranes  of  the  internal  tooth,  are  compelled  to  recede,  pari  passu, 
with  the  wearing  down  of  the  crowns  upon  them,  so  when  decay  meets 
with  a  spontaneous  cure,  the  internal  vital  membranes  secrete  and  pre- 
cipitate into  the  pores  and  capillary  tubes  of  the  body  of  the  tooth, 
and  upon  the  exposed  surface,  the  same  amber-like  deposition,  which, 
so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  seems  to  be  as  impermeable  as  it  is 
indestructible,  and  serves  to  preserve  their  integrity  to  any  indefinite  pe- 
riod of  existence.  When  the  wearing  away  or  wrasting  of  the  teeth 
from  this  cause — "  denudation ,"  as  it  has  been  termed — is  rapid,  they 
are  exceedingly  painful  to  the  touch,  even  soft  food  causing  intense 
pain  ;  and  in  partaking  of  any  acidified  vegetable  preserves,  or  sub-acid 
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fruits,  a  thrill  of  pain  pervades  the  jaws  and  whole  system,  as  if  every  i 
nerve  had  received  a  shock.  Sometimes  this  will  also  occur  with  sweet-  I 
meats.  Thus,  until  the  nerves,  vessels  and  membranes  shall  have  sum*- 
ciently  receded,  is  this  painful  process  continued.  After  this  interesting  I 
effort  is  completed,  the  teeth  are  insensible  to  the  touch,  and  are  often  j 
worn  down  smooth  with  the  gums.  The  whole  process  is  beautifully 
illustrated  in  the  teeth  of  the  graminivorous  animals. 

After  the  obliteration  of  the  vital  organs,  these  fangs  of  teeth,  thus 
preserved  to  the  animal  economy,  assume  an  entirely  different  charac- 
ter. They  no  longer  receive- nourishment ;  on  the  contrary,  the  ab- 
sorbents of  the  gums  and  their  periosteum  absorb,  first,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  earthy  matter  from  the  teeth,  or  rather  their  remains  ;  and,  se** 
condly,  the  animal  matter,  leaving  behind  in  shape  a  diminished  fang 
of  a  greenish  amber-like  transparency,  and  like  amber  presenting  the 
same  characteristic  brittleness. 

After  these  teeth  wear  away  in  this-  manner,  either  separately,  or  as 
a  whole,  forming  concave  or  longitudinal  hollows  in  each  tooth,  until  I 
the  teeth  meet  closely  together  and  cease  to  come  in  contact  with  their 
antagonists,  the  gastric  acid  continues  its  innovations  upon  the  sub- 
stance of  the  teeth,  the  edges  of  the  enamel  crumbling  and  breaking 
away — frequently  to  such  an  extent,  that  only  one  or  two  antagonistic  ! 
teeth  will  meet.    Sometimes  an  irregular,  rough,  serrated  concavity,  but  ! 
more  frequently  a  smooth  surface,  forming  an  elliptical  open  space,  is  to 
be  observed — of  course  placing  these  intermediate  teeth,  as  it  were,  hors 
de  combat.    It  does  occur  that  this  destructive  process  extends  in  tfiis 
concave  order,  that  such  an  open  space  is  left  between  the  antagonistic 
teeth  as  to  destroy  perfect  enunciation,  and  permits  with  difficulty  the 
retention  of  the  saliva  within  its  natural  bounds.    The  various  modes 
of  treatment  for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  these  derangements  will 
follow  in  their  respective  places. 


MEDICAL  ETHICS  FOR  PRACTITIONERS,  AND  FOR  COLLEGES;  OR 
"WHAT   MAKES  THE  DIFFERENCE  ?"— NO.  III. 

f 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

Thus  following  in  the  beaten  track  of  the  worn-out  institutions  of 
Europe,  and  apparently  endeavoring  to  mould  our  republican  notions  1 
and  habits  so  as  to  square  with  systems  constructed  for  the  purpose,  ! 
and  practically  operating  to  trammel  the  unaided  energies  of  genius,  and  ' 
giving  pre-eminence  to  ancestral  name  ;  the  committee  have  retained  in  j 
their  report  on  medical  ethics  some  such  notions  of  what  constitutes 
professional  dignity  as  must,  if  followed,  retard  the  progress  of  the 
young  aspirant  to  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  profession,  by  pre- 
venting his  taking,  what  in  all  other  employments  has  been  shown  to  be 
a  legitimate  means  of  communicating  with  the  public.     They  have 
been  at  the  same  time  extremely  careful  to  express  no  disapprobation 
of  the  course  almost  universally  pursued  by  medical  colleges,  of  public 
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announcement  or  advertisement,  of  issuing  their  private  cards,  of  pub- 
licly offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis — of  publishing  cases 
and  operations  in  the  daily  prints,  or  suffering  such  publications  to  be 
ifoade — boasting  (if  not  of  cures  and  remedies)  of  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  their  institutions  on  account  of  locality,  or  the  distinguished 
acquirements  of  their  professors;  adducing  certificates  of  their  skill  as 
j  teachers,  &c. — all  of  which  we  have  been  gravely  told  "  are  highly 
[reprehensible  in  a  regular  physician,"  and  that  such  are  the  "usual 
[practices  of  empirics." 

But  though  the  writer  can  discover  nothing  derogatory  to  the  most  ex- 
jalted  dignity  of  character  in  a  modest  and  unassuming  public  advertise- 
ment, or  private  card,  yet  boasting,  whether  by  a  regular  practitioner,  or 
a  junta  of  college  professors,  can  rarely  be  compatible  with  real  excel- 
lence or  true  elevation  of  sentiment.    He  would,  however,  be  extremely 
I  unwilling  to  accuse  our  medical  institutions  of  any  act  violating  a  ra- 
tional code  of  ethics,  unless  abundant  evidence  of  such  facts  existed. 

It  is  said  that  the  practitioner  shall  not  "  publicly  offer  advice  and 
[medicine  to  the  poor  gratis";  and  yet  my  eye  now  vests  upon  the  circular 
[of  one  of  our  institutions  which  says,  "  Among  the  operations  perform- 
ed the  past  year  in  presence  of  the  class,  are,"  he.  (here  follows  a 
list  of  a  number  of  operations).     "Operations  and  prescriptions  are 
[gratuitous  to  indigent  patients."    Another  announces  that  "All  surgical 
operations  will  be  performed  gratuitously  upon  the  poor  of  the  city  and 
.vicinity  during  the  term,  provided  the  class  be  allowed  to  witness  them." 
I  And  again,  another  says.  "  To  extend  the  usefulness  and  promote  the 
i  benefit  of  the  attending  students,  the  professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery 
has  gratuitously  offered  his  aid  to  the  necessitous  poor  who  apply  for  re- 
lief."   But  it  is  unnecessary  to  multiply  examples  under  this  head  ; 
i  these  announcements  and  offers  present  no  new  idea  to  the  public,  as 
physicians  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  advice,  and  if  in  the 
country  of  dispensing  medicine  and  operating  upon  the  poor  gratis  ;  and 
;  not  only  this,  but  of  turning  out  from  their  comfortable  firesides  and  buf- 
feting storms  and  darkness,  and  the  blasts  of  winter,  to  carry,  with  Sama- 
ritan goodness  of  heart,  the  healing  balm  and  the  anchor  of  hope  to  the 
c^hild  of  want — the  suffering  victim  of  disease — without  any  expectation 
of  reward,  beyond  the  consciousness  of  having  given   "  aid  and  com- 
;  fort "  to  one  bearing  God's  image,  and  in  distress.    The  public  knows 
this  without  advertisement.    Yet  there  can  be  no  harm  in  informing 
them  what  particular  hours  can  be  most  conveniently  devoted  to  this 
service  of  philanthropy;  but  if  paraded  in  public  prints  for  ostentatious 
purposes,  in  order  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  practitioner  or  the  col- 
;  lege,  it  constitutes  a  mere  gull-trap,  intended  to  catch  larks,  and  as  such 
is  equally  unworthy  of  either  and  of  an  honorable  profession. 

Equally  inattentive  have  some  colleges  been  to  the  very  proper  re- 
.  striction  with  regard  to  the  publication  of  cases  and  operations  in  the 
daily  prints,  or  suffering  such  publications  to  be  made,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstantiality of  an  official  document.    This  practice,  it  is  hoped,  has 
not  yet  been  entered  upon  by  many  of  our  institutions,  as  such  a  course, 
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if  pursued  by  them,  must  appear  to  an  unprejudiced  mind  of  elevated 
sentiment,  as  on  a  par,  in  point  of  dignity  of  character,  with  the  Lock 
Hospital  reports,  with  which  the  same  papers  are  too  frequently  polluted. 
On  reading  these  clinical  reports,  associated  with  articles  of  political 
slang,  quack  advertisements,  he,  who  but  feels  the  rising  inquiry 
whether  it  has  in  reality  become  necessary  to  descend  so  low  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  science.  True  it  is  necessary  for  the  physician 
to  enter  the  enamel  house  of  corruption  in  order  to  investigate  disease 
and  decay,  and  his  eye  must  see,  and  his  ear  must  listen  to,  suffering 
and  its  mournful  complaints.  But  can  it  be  necessary  that  these  loath- 
some details,  instead  of  remaining  locked  up  in  the  bosom  of  the  profes- 
sion, to  which,  for  the  hope  of  relief,  they  have  in  confidence  been  com\ 
mitted,  should  be  communicated  through  the  agency  of  a  news  print 
to  the  public?  The  nostrum  monger  and  charlatan,  it  is  well  knwn,  de- 
pend much  upon  such  an  array  of  cases  and  cures  in  public  advertise- 
ment, accompanied  with  pictures  of  disease  in  order  to  excite  the  won- 
der of  gaping  credulity,  at  the  success  of  their  remedies  :  but  real 
science  needs  no  such  adventitious  aids — such  pressing  necessity  of 
"  blowing  its  own  horn."  It  is  hoped  that  such  colleges  as  may  have, 
without  sufficient  consideration,  given  countenance  to  a  practice  which 
the  committee  have  so  decidedly  denounced,  will  pause  in  their  down- 
ward course,  recollecting  that  though 

"  Facilis  descensus  Averni/' 
Sed  revocare  gradum  superasque  evidere  auras. 
Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  est." 

Another,  and  to  the  real  lover  of  his  profession,  not  less  painful  sub- 
ject of  remark,  is  the  inflated  boastings  of  the  numerous  college  circu- 
lars, and  the  equally  effectual,  though  less  direct  effort  of  the  introductory 
lectures,  which  annually  and  semi-annually  flood  the  land.  The  com- 
mittee inform  us  that  "  it  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profes- 
sion to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies  ;"  i.  e.,  for  the  practitioner  to  claim 
the  attribute  of  superior  qualifications  for  the  performance  of  those  du- 
ties of  his  calling,  over  and  above  that  of  his  brethren.  And  who,  it 
may  be  asked,  is  not  disgusted  with  the  vain  boastings  of  such  as  re- 
gard not  this  rule  of  our  able  code — and  does  not  say  amen  to  the  sen? 
timent  that  condemns  them,  whether  it  hit  a  graduate  from  a  college, 
endeavoring  to  hide  his  face  behind  his  parchment,  or  the  more  excusa- 
ble charlatan,  who  enters  upon  a  system  of  imposture  without,  perhaps, 
sufficient  intelligence  to  appreciate  the  enormity  of  the  evil  he  is  com- 
mitting. Hut  while  the  practitioner  should  not  boast  of  superior  skill, 
nor  infallible  remedies,  the  colleges  should  exhibit  a  suitable  delicacy  in 
claiming  to  possess  distinguished  advantages — of  possessing  a  better  lo- 
cality— of  having  secured  more  able  and  better  qualified  teachers- 
more  extensive  museums  of  rare  pathological  and  anatomical  specimens 
— a  more  extended  field  for  clinical  instruction,  &c,  all  of  which  are 
identical  with  the  practitioner's  boasting  of  cures  and  remedies. 

A  few  extracts  from  the  numerous  annual  and  semi-annual  medical 
circulars  with  which  the  country  is  periodically  flooded,  will  illustrate 
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the  system  of  boasting  adopted  by  many  of  our  institutions,  and  also 
show  how  far  they  are  identical  in  spirit  with  the  "  ordinary  practices 

of  empirics."    Take  the  following.    "The  officers  of  Medical 

College,  in  sending  forth  their  annual  announcement  for  the  lectures  for 
the  ensuing  session,  do  it  with  feelings  of  peculiar  gratification.  The 
prosperity  of  their  institution  has  continued  to  increase  ;  the  number  of 
students  in  attendance  on  their  lectures,  during  the  last  session,  was 
not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  other  medical  school  in  the  United  States. 
This  will  appear  from  the  catalogue  of  students  and  graduates  herewith 
published.    It  appears  from  their  records  that  the  number  of  students 

during  the  session  of  was,"  he.  he.    Again,  these  modest  and 

unassuming  officers  inform  us  that  "  they  have  created  a  new  profes- 
sorship in  their  institution,"  and  after  announcing  the  name  of  the  in- 
dividual selected  to  fill  this  chair,  they  thus  continue  : — "  In  announc- 
ing to  the  profession  the  appointment  of  this  distinguished  gentleman 
to  a  professorship  in   Medical  College,  the  officers  of  that  insti- 
tution do  so  with  unmixed  gratification.    The  reputation  of  Professor 

 is  too  well  known  to  require  any  comment.    As  a  scholar,  a 

profound  physician,"  he.  he.  Such  is  the  language  of  one  of  our  in- 
stitutions, which  yet  claims  to  stand  among  the  first  in  the  land. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  descend  somewhat  from  our  metropolitan 
cities,  and  see  how  the  less  numerously-attended  schools  of  the  country 
speak.  "  The  Faculty  feel  bound  to  present  some  further  considera- 
tions, which,  as  they  have  been  well  expressed  in  the  concluding  para- 
graphs of  the  introductory  of  last  session,  *  *  #  are  quoted  in  this 
place.  4  Remote  as  we  are  from  the  ten  thousand  snares  and  dangers 
attendant  upon  college  life  in  large  and  populous  cities,  and  aloof  from 
the  multiplied  sources  of  excitement  and  agitation  inseparable  from  a  city 
residence,  our  location  in  a  retired  spot  would  seem  to  offer  peculiar  facilities 
for  reflection  and  study  ;  where,  as  in  the  academic  groves  of  the  an- 
cient Lyceum,  we  may  cultivate  the  pursuits  of  philosophy  without  an- 
noyance or  interruption  from  without.  And  while  I  would  make  no 
comparison  which  would  be  deemed  invidious  [oh  no  !  of  course  not],  I 
may  claim  for  this  College  a  healthy  location  in  the  midst  of  a  virtuous 
population,'  "  he.  he.  Then  we  are  informed  that  none  of  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  cities  beset  young  men  if  they  happen  to  be  out  late  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  their  careful  mothers,  and  that  the  entire  popu- 
lation have  banished  from  among  them  for  miles  around  the  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors.  The  professor  then  throws  down  the  glove. 
"  When  our  proudly-eminent  rivals  in  the  city  are  able  to  make  a  simi- 
lar announcement,  we  shall  no  longer  make  an  exclusive  claim  to  this 
pre-eminence." 

With  this  example  of  the  string  upon  which  our  country  institutions 
pull,  par  eminence,  without  noticing  the  habit  of  boasting  of  the  great 
opportunities  of  their  respective  professors,  in  which  they  about  equal 
their  city  confreres,  let  us  now  see  what  course  is  pursued  by  one  of 
those  which  belong  to  a  class  separate  from  either,  and  combining,  as 
they  say,  the  advantages  of  the  two,  without  the  evils  or  inconveniences 
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of  either  the  city  or  the  country.  And  first,  with  regard  to  the  great 
attainments  of  their  professors.  An  old  lecturer  has  for  some  reason  or 
another  resigned,  and  the  Trustees  have  been  so  very  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  another,  and  they  thus  announce  the  extraordinary  circumstance: 
"  They  have  fortunately  secured  for  this  professorship  the  services  of 

Dr.  ,  of  ,  a  gentleman  whose  opportunities,  both  at  home 

and  abroad,  and  whose  experience  as  a  teacher,  have  already  given 
him  a  high  reputation.  His  residence  in  Paris  under  the  instruction  of 
such  men  as  Capuron,  Velpeau  and  Maygrier,  with  the  advantages  of 
the  Parisian  hospital,  the  Maternite,  *  *  *  his  extensive  collection  of 
plates,  specimens,  casts,  instruments,  &tc,  which  are  said  to  be  unrivalled 
in  this  country,  are  to  be  placed  permanently  in  the  museum  of  the 
College."  In  a  recent  announcement  this  same  school  speaks  thus  : 
"  In  the  course  of  the  session  students  will  have  opportunities  to  wit- 
ness a  variety  of  surgical  cases.  In  regard  to  such  opportunities,  it  is 
believed  that  no  school  in  the  United  States  can  present  superior  advan- 
tages. The  list  of  cases  brought  before  the  class,  and  of  operations 
performed,  will  show  how  amply  this  branch  of  instruction  is  provided 
for.  Hereafter  no  person  will  be  admitted  to  the  clinical  lectures,  ex- 
cept matriculated  students  and  physicians  " — a  statement  that  shows 
that  laymen  were  heretofore  in  the  habit  of  attending  such  exhibitions, 
and  that  the  Trustees  have  been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  its  derogation 
of  professional  dignity  by  the  suggestions  of  the  code  under  observation. 
They  also  append  a  list  of  all  the  cases  and  operations  presented  at  their 
clinics,  from  the  itch  upwards,  with  uncommon  minuteness,  numbering 
two  hundred  and  sixtv-eight  cases,  all  told.  Paracelsus. 
October  22,  184t' 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  INSANE. 

tCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
To  Dr.  L.  V.  Bell,  Superintendent  of  the  M'Lean  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  afforded  me  much  gratification,  as  it  has  doubtless 
yourself  and  other  benevolent  persons,  to  hear  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Professorship  of  Insanity  at  the  Medical  School  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
It  should  be  hailed  by  every  friend  of  suffering  humanity  as  a  new  and 
eventful  era  in  the  history  of  that  disease,  and  as  an  omen  of  another 
step  towards  perfection  ;  and  a  hope  should  be  cherished  that  another 
cloud  of  darkness  is  about  to  be  removed  from  the  minds  of  the  com- 
munity. We  have  been  stationary  long  enough.  It  is  unaccountable, 
and  certainly  unpardonable,  that  the  study  of  a  class  of  diseases  so  nu- 
merous and  important,  in  a  professional  as  well  as  benevolent  point  of 
view,  should  be  so  much  and  so  long  neglected  by  the  great  body  of 
physicians.  The  causes,  nature  and  treatment  of  the  disease  are  almost 
wholly  unattended  to  by  the  general  practitioner.  To  ascertain  that  a 
patient  is  more  or  less  deranged,  and  to  send  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
indiscriminately  to  an  overgrown  insane  asylum,  seems  now-a-days  to  be 
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the  extent  of  his  duty.  He  does  not  stop  to  inquire  if  some  other  more 
suitable  place  could  be  resorted  to  for  rest  and  retirement  from  the  ex- 
citing causes  of  the  disease,  or  perhaps  delays  too  long  this  only  proper 
mode  of  treatment.  By  some,  no  other  treatment  than  separation  from 
home,  connections,  and  a  living  death  in  a  mad-house,  is  entertained,  and  to 
doubt  the  infallibility  of  such  institutions  is  almost  sacrilege.  The  treat- 
ment and  opinion  of  one  individual  is  henceforth  to  be  implicitly  re- 
lied upon. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  too  much  confidence  is  placed  by  the  com- 
munity in  the  present  imperfect  overgrown  system,  and  that  it  appears 
to  think  that  all  improvement  and  progress  is  at  an  end.  I  do  not 
mean  to  have  the  inference  drawn  that  the  superintendents  and  directors 
of  these  institutions  are  not  sacredly  devoted  to  the  high  and  christian 
duty  of  alleviating  the  miseries  of  their  unhappy  and  afflicted  brethren. 
Far  be  such  intentions  from  my  heart.  If  love,  kindness,  patience,  and 
many  other  christian  virtues,  are  not  here  displayed,  I  know  not  where 
to  look  for  them.  I  would  only  ask,  are  they  not  so  wedded  to  old  ideas 
and  theories,  as  not  to  see  their  errors  and  imperfections  ?  Are  not  these 
institutions  too  large  and  unwieldy  ?  Are  not  the  necessary  rules  and 
regulations  of  institutions  of  such  magnitude,  too  clogging  to  the  wheels 
of  improvement,  and  a  hindrance  to  progress  towards  truth?  Has  not 
the  change  from  the  lonely,  dark  and  filthy  cell,  to  the  beautiful,  stately 
edifice,  where  every  attention  to  the  physical  wants  is  bestowed,  been  so 
obvious  as  to  almost  deaden  our  senses  and  cause  us  to  shut  our  eyes  to 
further  progress  ?  Is  not  too  much  attention  given  to  the  outward,  and 
too  little  to  the  inward  man  ?  Does  not  the  immortal  require  food  as 
well  as  the  mortal  ?  Do  not  the  endless  varieties  of  mental  diseases  re- 
quire as  many  different  modes  of  treatment  ?  Is  it  not  possible  that  the 
most  skilful,  the  most  intelligent  and  experienced,  may  be  mistaken  in 
the  treatment  of  each  individual  case  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
one  or  two  physicians,  however  learned,  can  so  study  and  investigate 
every  case  among  two  hundred,  as  to  faithfully  discharge  their  duty  to  so- 
ciety and  to  God  ?  Are  not  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  super- 
intendent too  numerous  and  diversified  ?  Is  one  hour  a  day  sufficient 
to  calm  the  raving,  encourage  the  desponding  and  teach  the  idiot? 
Ought  the  principal  part  of  these  arduous  duties  to  fall  upon  ignorant, 
though  kind,  attendants,  whose  motives  are  too  often  merely  mercenary  ? 
Can  the  diseased  mind  be  more  easily  and  quickly  understood,  and  trained, 
and  educated,  than  the  sound?  Should  man's  mind,  thus  unhinged,  be 
subjected  to  laws  and  regulations  as  unalterable  as  those  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  or  those  that  govern  a  machine,  and  these  laws  enforced 
by  inexperienced  attendants  ?  Ought  the  timid,  nervous  and  desponding, 
constituting,  perhaps,  one  third  of  the  insane,  be  subjected  to  a  like  treat- 
ment ?  Ought  these  and  the  raving  maniac,  and  disgusting,  drivelling 
idiots,  to  be  in  the  same  building  or  apartments  ?  Ought  not  the  incura- 
ble patients  to  be  wholly  separated  from  the  curable,  in  separate 
institutions  ? 

Is  it  not  heart-rending  enough  for  the  sensitive  female  or  man  to  be 
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torn  from  home  and  all  its  tender  ties  and  relations,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  the  vulgar,  sickening  gaze  of  the  curious  visiter?  Why  should 
the  stranger  intrude  his  presence  in  a  public  institution  for  the  sick,  more 
than  in  the  private  dwelling  ? 

Would  not  a  board  of  intelligent,  well-educated  physicians  be  more 
competent  than  one  selected  entirely  from  the  most  opulent  and  benevo- 
lent ?  At  any  rate,  ought  there  not  to  be  at  least  a  moiety  of  physi- 
cians? Would  not  such  be  more  capable  of  judging  of  the  sanity  of 
patients,  and  the  proper  treatment  ?  Ought  the  opinion  of  one  person 
to  be  relied  upon  as  to  the  sanity  of  a  patient?  Have  we  not  very 
recently  had  a  case,  in  which  such  able  and  experienced  men  as  your- 
self and  Dr.  Woodward  differed  on  the  question  of  the  sanity  of  an  indi- 
didual  ?  When  we  reflect  that  a  thousand  patients  may  come  under 
the  care  of  one  superintendent  during  a  year,  how  great  is  the  respon- 
sibility? How  important  is  it,  then,  that  physicians  should  be  better 
educated  than  at  present,  and  that  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  this 
subject,  and  a  course  of  lectures  be  given  at  all  our  medical  schools. 

I  am  entering,  at  present,  more  largely  upon  the  subject  than  I  had 
intended.  It  was  only  my  design  to  call  your  attention,  and  that  of 
other  benevolent  men  of  our  age,  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
mankind  and  the  management  of  our  schools,  to  this  interesting  subject. 
I  know  of  no  one  more  competent  than  yourself  to  deliver  a  course  of 
lectures  this  winter,  and  certainly  no  one  is  more  willing  to  sacrifice  his 
time  in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  address  you  personally  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause you  are  deservedly  at  the  head  of  an  institution  which  is  ranked 
the  first  in  the  country ;  because  I  know  that  you  are  ever  ready  to 
listen  to  truth,  and  would  be  the  first  to  correct  errors  when  convinced  that 
any  exist ;  because  your  influence  for  good  would  be  immense  if  exerted  at 
the  present  time,  when  every  State  in  the  Union,  not  already  having 
hospitals  for  the  insane,  is  about  to  erect  them  ;  and,  lastly,  because  1 
wish  thus  publicly  to  acknowledge  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  gratitude  to 
you  for  your  constant  and  unwearied  brotherly  care  and  interest  bestow- 
ed upon  the  writer  of  this  communication,  when  in  deep  and  almost 
hopeless  despondency.  To  your  unwavering  and  steadfast  kindness  and 
attentions  he  owes  his  life  and  a  perfect  restoration  to  happiness  and 
health.  Yours  truly,  A.  B.  Wheeler. 


ETHERIZATION   IN  DENTISTRY. 
To  tha  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — It  is  but  the  dictate  of  benevolence  to  point  others  to 
a  source  from  whence  we  ourselves  have  derived  relief.  Influenced  by 
this  feeling,  I  would  beg  a  little  space  in  your  Journal,  for  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  mode  in  which  I  have  obtained  relief  from  a  distressing 
but  not  very  uncommon  situation.  For  a  few  years  past,  1  have  been 
much  troubled  from  the  loss  of  several  of  my  upper  teeth,  and  decay  of 
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my  molars,  caused  by  injudicious  operations.  Finding  my  voice  mate- 
rially affected  in  its  tones  by  this  misfortune,  it  was  suggested  to  me,  as 
the  only  alternative,  that  I  should  have  the  remaining  teeth,  seven  in 
number,  removed,  and  a  set  for  the  upper  jaw  prepared.  I  confess  I 
felt  not  only  very  reluctant  to  part  with  my  old  friends,  but  chiefly  a 
dread  of  the  pain  of  extraction,  and  the  inconvenience  of  being  without 
my  upper  masticators  for  weeks,  led  me  to  put  off  the  evil  day,  in  the 
hope  that  some  other  mode  of  relief  might  be  obtained.  This  hope  was 
in  vain  ;  and  finally  I  resolved  to  meet  the  operation  at  once,  and  over- 
come the  anguish  it  must  inevitably  bring  with  it,  by  making  use  of  the 
agency  of  the  vapor  of  ether. 

The  ether  was  administered  by  means  of  a  sponge,  the  lower  part  of 
which  was  concave  to  prevent  its  coming  in  contact  with  the  lips.  Not- 
withstanding the  mass  of  testimony  in  favor  of  this  subtle  fluid,  when 
skilfully  used,  I  had  myself  little  confidence  in  its  application  to  my 
case.  When  interrogated  by  the  doctor,  from  time  to  time,  while  par- 
tially under  its  influence,  my  doubts  were  even  stronger,  whether  it 
would  be  at  all  available  for  me.  After  the  sponge  was  removed,  I  was 
requested  to  open  my  mouth,  which  I  did  with  some  hesitation,  imagining 
that  the  ether  had  failed  in  its  effects,  and  that  1  must  endure  what  had 
always  been  to  me  a  dreaded  remedy  for  the  tooth-ache  itself.  Judge, 
then,  of  my  surprise,  when  1  found  one  and  another  of  my  teeth  coming 
out,  counting  myself,  as  the  instrument  was  applied,  until  the  seven  were 
extracted.  The  effects  of  the  ether  passed  away  immediately,  and  no- 
thing painful  or  unpleasant  was  experienced.  I  have  since  witnessed 
several  severe  operations  performed  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  ;  one  for  a  brother 
clergyman,  whose  case  was  attended  with  considerable  difficulty  from  the 
peculiar  condition  of  his  teeth,  and  whose  experience  of  the  alleviating 
effects  of  the  ether  corresponds  with  my  own. 

What  I  consider,  dear  doctor,  the  most  pleasant  part  of  the  whole 
matter,  was  in  being  supplied,  on  the  fourth  day  after  this  severe  lacera- 
tion of  my  jaw,  with  a  set  of  teeth  of  Dr.  K.'s  own  manufacture,  which 
in  regard  to  color,  adjustment  to  the  mouth,  and  adaptation  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  teeth  are  designed,  meet  my  wants  so  satisfactorily,  that 
at  times  I  am  scarcely  conscious  they  were  not  placed  there  by  nature. 
It  is  due  to  Dr.  Hitchcock's  skill  to  add,  that  on  Sunday  following  the 
operation,  I  was  able  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  my  church  (and  you 
are  aware  they  are  quite  trying  to  the  voice),  without  any  inconvenience 
or  embarrassment,  and  that  I  find  my  articulation  and  the  tone  of  my 
voice  much  improved.  Truly  your  friend  and  oh't  serv't. 

Boston,  Nov.  3,  1847,  M, 

[The  foregoing  communication  is  from  a  well-known  Episcopalian 
clergyman  of  this  city,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  an  exact  statement* 

-&>.] 
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Medical  Persecution. — There  are  men  in  every  community  who  labor 
under  the  extraordinary  hallucination,  that  they  confer  immense  benefit  on 
society  by  acts  which,  to  every  one  but  themselves,  are  plainly  those  of 
contemptible  meanness.  It  seems  that  a  New  York  Alderman  had  a 
motive  in  publicly  accusing  Dr.  Reese,  the  able  and  accomplished  Physi- 
cian of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  of  pocketing  an  unlawful  fee  by  the  sale  of 
dead  bodies  from  the  institution.  This  abominable  charge  was  repelled 
with  becoming  spirit  by  Dr.  Reese,  who  at  once  courted  an  investigation 
into  his  official  doings.  "  A  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
preamble  and  resolution  of  Alderman  Purser,  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  6th  of  September,  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  disposal  of 
dead  bodies  from  Bellevue,"  respectfully  reported  : — 

M  That  they  have  given  diligent  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  and  after  full  investigation,  occupying  several  entire  sessions  of  the 
committee  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  produced  by  Alderman 
Purser,  they  unanimously  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  charges  set  forth 
in  the  accusation  against  Dr.  Reese,  Resident  Physician  at  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  and  Alms  House,  are  entirely  unfounded.  So  far  from  sustain- 
ing either  of  the  allegations,  all  of  them  were  distinctly  disproved  by  the 
witnesses  produced  by  the  accuser,  so  that  no  case  having  been  made  out 
against  Dr.  Reese,  no  defence  on  his  part  has  been  called  for. 

"  It  is  due  to  Dr.  Reese  to  say,  that  he  has  throughout  manifested  a 
wish  for  the  fullest  investigation  ;  and  has  satisfied  your  committee,  by 
the  cross  examination  of  his  accuser's  own  witnesses,  that  there  is  no  truth 
in  either  of  the  accusations  made  against  him." 

"  Under  such  circumstances,  it  does  appear  to  your  committee  that  am- 
ple reparation  is  due  to  the  injured  party,  by  the  publication  of  the  follow- 
iz/g  resolutions,  which  they  respectfully  submit,  with  that  view,  for  adop- 
tion by  the  Board,  viz.  : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  That  the  charges  made  by  Alderman  Purser  in  this 
Board  against  Dr.  Reese,  Resident  Physician  at  Bellevue,  on  the  6th  of 
September  last,  '  relative  to  the  sale  and  disposal  of  dead  bodies  at  Belle- 
vue,' have  not  been  sustained  by  any  semblance  of  proof. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  the  present  Resident  Physician  at  Bellevue  has 
the  undiminished  confidence  of  this  Board  in  his  capacity  and  fidelity  as  a 
public  officer,  and  the  public  may  be  assured  that,  during  his  administra- 
tion, no  corpse  has  been  taken  from  the  Hospital,  except  for  interment. 

"  3d.  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the  official  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  in  justice  to  Dr.  Reese,  who  has  been 
wrongfully  accused  in  the  premises."  t 


Bad  Practice. — When  noticing  the  story  in  the  newspapers,  a  few 
weeks  since,  that  a  medical  gentleman  of  a  neighboring  city  actually  tore 
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off  the  dressings  which  he  had  been  applying  to  a  wound,  because  he  had 
ascertained  that  no  fee  would  be  paid  for  the  service,  it  seemed  impossible 
that  it  should  be  true ;  yet  it  appears  that  a  practitioner  who  has  held  a 
high  position  in  the  estimation  of  his  medical  brethren,  did  actually  do 
what  has  been  asserted.  The  Vox  Populi,  a  paper  published  at  Lowell, 
Mass.,  with  a  boldness  which  we  shall  at  present  refrain  from  exhibiting, 
even  in  regard  to  such  a  very  reprehensible  kind  of  action,  calls  a  surgeon 
unreservedly  out  by  name,  as  the  perpetrator  of  the  act.  Now  if  this 
declaration  is  a  libel  on  the  fair  fame  of  the  person  indicated,  he  will  at 
once  seek  redress  through  the  law;  but  if  he  sorrows  over  a  hasty  act, 
thoughtlessly  committed,  without  an  evil  intention,  he  has  unquestionably 
arrived  at  our  own  conclusion,  that  it  was  bad  practice,  and  can  only  be 
atoned  for  by  an  increased  devotion  to  the  demands  of  the  sick,  unfortunate 
poor,  on  all  future  occasions. 


Cure  of  common  Reducible  Inguinal  Hernia. — A  gold  medal  was  lately 
awarded  to  Henry  Bryant,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  for  the  best  dissertation  on 
the  question,  "  Is  there  any  safe  and  certain  operation  for  accomplishing  a 
cure  of  common  reducible  inguinal  hernia?"  This  was  the  Boylston  Prize 
Question,  and  we  feel  persuaded  that  the  author  was  fully  entitled  to  it, 
from  the  fact  that  the  committee  is  composed  of  gentlemen  of  eminence, 
who  watch  closely  the  honor  of  the  profession,  of  which  they  are  conspicu- 
ous members.  Not  having  seen  anything  further,  a  curiosity  is  naturally 
enough  manifested,  to  know  Dr.  Bryant's  views,  and  by  what  process  he 
proposes  to  accomplish  the  certain  cure  of  inguinal  rupture.  If  the  dis- 
sertation were  published,  either  in  a  pamphlet,  or  in  some  of  the  Journals 
— ours  being  hereby  tendered  for  the  purpose — it  would  be  received  by  the 
profession,  we  doubt  not,  with  much  pleasure.  For  two  hundred  years 
this  same  subject  has  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  every  published  trea- 
tise on  operative  surgery,  and  there  are  scores  of  surgeons  who  have  settled 
down  with  the  idea  that  nothing  worth  noticing  has  been  added  to  the  old 
stock  of  information,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time.  The  puncturing 
practice  is  gaining  upon  the  public,  because  cures  are  effected  ;  but  if  there 
is  any  other  mode  of  bringing  about  the  same  result,  it  should  be  known 
to  the  world  of  hernial  invalids. 


Philosophy  of  Health. — A  manuscript  treatise  on  "  The  Philosophy  of 
Health,  or  Health  without  Medicine,"  by  L.  B.  Coles,  M.D.,  of  Boston, 
has  been  some  days  in  our  desk,  for  examination,  and  may  possibly  assume 
a  more  tangible  form  under  the  auspices  of  a  publisher.  Without  passing 
a  direct  judgment  on  the  character  of  the  proposed  work,  it  may  be  grati- 
fying to  the  reader  to  have  a  catalogue  of  the  subjects  on  which  he  has 
written  for  popular  reading.  First,  digestive  organs  ;  embracing  the  mouth, 
stomach,  liver  and  bowels.  Digestive  process,  as  mastication,  chylification 
and  evacuation.  Dietetic  rules,  for  eating,  digestion,  exercise  and  labor. 
Food  and  drinks,  as  vegetable  and  animal  food,  stimulating  and  nourishing 
drinks.  Particular  directions,  to  parents  and  guardians,  to  literary  institu- 
tions, to  professional  men — and  on  indulgences.  Mental  affections,  as 
cheerfulness,  melancholy,  benevolence  and  malevolence.  Obligations  and 
laws,  namely,  physical,  moral,  personal  and  social. 
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It  would  hardly  be  allowable  to  criticize  an  unpublished  book ;  but  it  is 
quite  certain  the  author  is  willing  that  any  one  should  do  so,  if  in  a  spirit 
of  kindness,  with  a  view  of  suggesting  improvements.  Dr.  Coles  appears 
not  to  have  attempted  a  decidedly  original  work ;  on  the  contrary,  he  has 
gleaned  the  best  part  of  every  author's  philosophy,  who  has  any,  on  all  the 
leading  topics  discussed.  He  may  be  thought  a  little  inclined  to  radicalism 
in  the  matter  of  abstaining  from  animal  food,  yet  that  is  a  kind  of  physio- 
logical sin  which  may  be  winked  at  in  this  age  of  philosophical  revolutions, 
when  current  doctrines  are  overturned  with  the  rapidity  of  South  Ameri- 
can pronunciamentos.  If  one  keeps  to  the  beaten  track  of  the  crowd  that 
has  gone  before  him,  and  never  presumes  to  do  an  original  act,  those  who 
come  after  look  back  upon  him  as  a  very  respectable  person  ;  but  a  wide 
departure — a  movement  that  excites  notice  on  account  of  its  deviation 
from  prescribed  rules,  rouses  up  the  father  confessors  of  the  medical  ranks 
as  though  a  meteor  had  flashed  before  their  mental  vision. 


Sivederibor g  on  Generation  and  the  Human  Mind. — A  London  corres- 
pondent of  the  New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  under  date  of  October  2d,  an- 
nounces that  Dr.  Svedbone  had  recently  returned  from  Stockholm,  with 
intelligence  that  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sweden  would  lend  three  more  of 
Swedenborg's  Scientific  Tracts  ;  viz.,  the  continuation  of  the  Animal  King- 
dom, the  Treatise  on  Generation,  and  another  on  the  Human  Mind.  The 
unpublished  manuscripts  of  that  extraordinary  man,  Emanuel  Swedenborg, 
still  appear  to  be  both  numerous  and  important,  notwithstanding  the  mass 
of  volumes  which  have  passed  through  the  fingers  of  the  printers.  Each 
succeeding  book  opens  a  new  train  of  thought,  and  exhibits  more  and  more 
his  vast  and  profound  attainments  in  science.  He  was  not  only  learned 
in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  but  he  certainly  anticipat- 
ed some  of  the  more  modern  discoveries ;  and  yet  there  are  literary  and 
scientific  treasures  of  his  yet  to  be  opened. 


SpratVs  Illustrations  of  Midiuifery. — Messrs.  Wagner  &  McGuigan, 
of  Philadelphia,  it  is  understood  have  brought  out  an  elegant  edition  of 
Spratt's  Illustrations ;  but  as  there  appears  to  be  no  copies  in  circulation 
this  way,  it  is  presumed  that  the  work  is  either  unknown  to  some  extent, 
or  has  not  been  placed  before  the  profession  in  a  manner  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  practitioners.  Much  ingenuity  is  exhibited  in  the  construction 
of  the  plates— one  part  folding  back  to  expose  the  appearance  of  regions 
below,  after  the  manner  of  a  dissection  of  the  gravid  uterus.  The  color- 
ing, too,  from  the  mere  glimpse  we  had  of  a  copy  in  the  hands  of  a  travel- 
ling agent,  struck  us  as  being  excellent.  Should  an  opportunity  permit,  it 
would  be  gratifying  to  point  out  the  exact  advantages  this  beautifully"finish- 
ed  book  possesses  over  other  treatises  on  the  same  subject. 


Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine. — A  printed  report,  from  this  new  in- 
stitution, gives  a  very  satisfactory  view  of  its  condition  and  prospects.  Ac- 
companying the  document  is  the  Faculty's  announcement  of  the  coming 
lecture  term,  with  all  such  particulars  as  are  essential  to  be  known  by  stu- 
dents, who  are  strangers.  Practical  anatomy  may  be  studied  under  pecu« 
liar  advantages.    We  personally  examined  the  dissecting  rooms,  recently, 
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and  were  much  gratified  with  the  facilities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  that 
most  important  of  all  branches — human  anatomy  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt 
in  regard  to  the  efforts  in  each  department,  for  imparting  thorough 
instruction. 


Opening  of  the  Medical  Lecture  Season  in  Boston. — On  Wednesday- 
last,  the  students  came  together  for  the  first  time  the  present  lecture  term. 
From  the  number  already  tn  town,  it  is  evident  that  the  class  is  destined 
to  be  unusually  large.  The  introductory  discourse,  by  the  newly-appointed 
professor  of  anatomy,  Dr.  Holmes,  was  of  the  most  brilliant  character. 
As  it  will  probably  be  published,  further  comments  are  necessarily  reserved 
for  a  future  occasion. 


University  of  Pennsylvania. — The  course  of  lectures  in  this  institution 
commenced,  according  to  announcement^  on  the  18th  of  October,  and,  we 
are  happy  to  state,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices.  The  class  in  at- 
tendance was  unusually  large,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  the  exten- 
sion of  the  term  of  instruction  gives  satisfaction  to  the  industrious  and 
ambitious  students,  those  who  are  willing  to  earn  the  honors  which  they 
desire  to  obtain. — Medical  News  and  Library. 


Professor  Agassiz. — We  are  credibly  informed  that  this  distinguished 
naturalist  has  consented  to  accept  an  invitation  to  remain  in  this  country 
in  connection  with  the  scientific  corps  of  Harvard  College.  Every  scien- 
tific man  in  America  will  be  rejoiced  to  hear  so  unexpected  a  piece  of  good 
news. — American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts. 


St.  Louis  University. — We  understand  that  Dr.  Knapp,  who  was  so  re- 
cently appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  in  this  institution,  has 
been  ejected  by  the  Trustees  of  the  school,  for  certain  immoral  conduct  in 
Laporte,  la.,  which  has  been  set  forth  in  a  circular  by  the  Indiana  Medi- 
cal College  ;  and  that  Dr.  T.  JReyburn,  of  St.  Louis,  has  been  appointed 
in  his  stead. — Missouri  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


To  Correspondents.—— Dr.  Sulton's  report  of  Cases  of  Retained  Placenta  will  be  inserted  in 
an  early  number. 


Married —Daniel  L.  Gibbens,  Jr.,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.  P.  Webb.— At  Bethel,  Conn.,  Dr. 
Wm.  F.  Lacy  to  Miss  J.  A.  Hoyt.— S.  Edward  Smith,  M.D..  of  West  Cornwall,  Conn.,  to  Miss 
M.  T.  Babcock.— In  Boston.  Dr.  J.  L.  Martin  to  Miss  L.  D.  Mctcalf. 


Died.— At  Honolulu,  Dr.  Richard  Ford,  an  English  physician,  72.— At  Hartford,  Conn.,  Silas 
Fuller,  M.D.,  73. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Nov.  6th,  69. — Males,  33 — females,  36  

Stillborn,  3.  Of  consumption,  17 — typhus  fever,  11 — disease  of  the  bowels,  9 — dysentery,  3 — 
slow  fever,  1 — worms,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — infantile.  8 — erysipelas,  1 — accidental,  1 — 
croup,  2 — pleurisy,  3 — lung  fever,  1 — drowned,  1 — convulsions,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1 — can- 
cer, 1 — abscess,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — marasmus,  1 — teething,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  25— between  5  and  20  years,  9— between  20  and  40  years,  17— between  40 
and  60  years,  16— over  60  years,  2, 
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The  New  York  Medical  Colleges. — The  business  of  the  "  Old  School  " 
has  commenced  in  right  earnest.  On  Monday  evening,  18th  inst.,  Prof. 
Torrey  delivered  the  Introductory  before  a  numerous  audience,  and,  in  an 
able  and  scientific  discourse,  briefly  reviewed  the  present  state  of  the  sci- 
ence of  which  he  is  so  distinguished  an  ornament,  and  pointed  out  its 
principal  relations  to  medical  science.  The  class,  we  learn,  is  already 
large,  and  promises  to  equal  that  of  any  preceding  year.  We  look  with 
interest,  but  not  with  anxiety,  to  the  result  of  the  experiment  which  this 
school  has -made  of  increasing  the  term  of  study,  in  obedience  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  National  Medical  Convention  ;  for  we  cannot  doubt 
that,  in  so  doing,  she  will  be  amply  sustained  and  abundantly  rewarded  by 
the  patronage  of  the  profession,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

On  Monday  evening  last,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Dr.  Mott's 
feeling,  and,  we  doubt  not,  very  sincere  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  late 
lamented  colleague,  Professor  John  Revere.  The  address  was  throughout 
elegant,  and  in  parts  eloquent,  interspersed  with  many  sage  reflections, 
and  was  delivered  with  a  just  and  pleasing  emphasis.  The  large  hall  was 
well  filled,  and  gave  promise  of  an  ample  harvest  to  the  Faculty.  At  the 
close  of  his  address,  Dr.  M.,  in  brief  but  appropriate  terms,  introduced  Dr. 
Dickson,  the  successor  of  Dr.  Revere,  to  the  class,  and  commended  him  to 
their  good  will  and  acceptance. 

Last  evening  (27th),  this  gentleman  made  his  first  and  anxiously-ex- 
pected appearance  before  the  profession  in  New  York  ;  and  any  expecta- 
tions which  might  have  been  formed  of  his  eloquence  and  ability,  from  the 
reputation  which  had  preceded  him,  were  not,  we  venture  to  assert,  disap- 
pointed. The  large  room  was  literally  filled  ;  the  acceuil  gratifying,  and 
the  approbation  enthusiastic.  Dr.  D.  could  not  but  have  been  highly 
pleased  with  his  reception.  In  his  lecture,  he  enunciated  his  medical  creed, 
and  ably  sketched  the  leading  features  of  the  plan  which  he  should  pursue 
in  fulfilment  of  the  duty  committed  to  his  charge.  Against  neither  can  we 
find  aught  to  object. — Annalist. 


Births  and  Deaths  in  London. — According  to  the  statistical  tables  fur- 
nished by  the  Registrar-General,  the  amount  of  mortality  in  London  has 
been,  for  some  weeks  past,  much  above  the  average.  The  weekly  average 
number  of  deaths  in  the  summer,  calculated  from  five  summers,  and  cor- 
rected for  increase  of  population,  is  940  ;  whilst  the  number  of  deaths,  in 
the  week  ending  August  14th,  was  1108;  in  that  ending  August  21st, 
1057  ;  and,  passing  to  that  ending  Sept.  4th,  1051.  This  includes  deaths 
from  violence,  which  were,  in  the  several  weeks  named,  respectively  28, 
10,  and  35.  Of  the  causes  producing  the  mortality,  we  find  diarrhoea 
causing  158  deaths  in  the  first  week  named,  138  in  the  second,  and  10S  in 
the  third  ;  small-pox,  26,24,  and  25,  respectively;  phthisis,  120,  102,  and 
124;  and  typhus  fever,  70,  62,  and  77.  Of  these  diseases,  phthisis  falls 
below  the  average  of  the  five  past  summers,  whilst  the  three  other  diseases 
are  nearly  double  of  it.  But  if  the  mortality  be  great,  so  is  the  rate  of 
increase  of  population,  for  in  the  three  weeks  severally,  there  were  born, 
1232,  1223,  and  1295.— Lancet. 


A  Treatise  on  Fractures  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Joints,  &c,  by  Robert 
William  Smith,  M.D.,  M.R.I. A.,  &c,  has  just  been  published  in  London. 
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CASES  OF  RETAINED  PLACENTA. 
By  W.  L.  Sutton,  M.D.,  Georgetown,  Ky. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  I. — Abortion — Placenta  retained — jVo  ill  Effects. — On  1st  Sep- 
tember, 1822,  Mrs.  S.  had  an  abortion,  having  menstruated  about  the 
middle  of  May,  it  being  the  only  time  since  the  birth  of  a  child.  The 
foetus  was  expelled,  but  the  placenta  retained.  The  umbilical  cord  re- 
mained attached  to  placenta  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  then  separated. 
No  fetor  or  offensive  discharge  followed.  The  woman  recovered  her 
health  in  the  usual  time,  no  unpleasant  effects  appearing  at  any  lime ; 
nor  was  anything  which  could  have  been  suspected  to  be  the  secundines, 
at  any  time  observed.  The  woman  lived  many  years,  and  bore  four 
children. 

Case  II. — Abortion — Placenta  retained — Subsequent  Hemorrhage 
and  Death. — Lucy,  aborted  on  I Oth  May,  1840,  being  three  months 
pregnant ;  the  fetus  expelled,  but  no  secundines.  She  seemed  to  im- 
prove about  as  well  as  usual  after  such  accidents,  and  had  returned  to 
her  employer,  and  been  engaged  in  her  daily  work,  when  on  15th  June 
she  was  seized  with  a  violent  flooding.  It  was  supposed  she  lost  a  gal- 
lon of  blood  in  a  very  short  time,  and  a  great  deal  subsequently.  I  saw 
her  on  17th,  when  the  hemorrhage  had  nearly  ceased,  but  she  was  stu- 
pid ;  great  paleness  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  ;  paralysis 
of  the  lower  limbs  ;  pulse  rather  full,  but  irritable.  Continued  to  sink 
until  death,  which  took  place  on  the  21st.  Stupor,  and  paralysis  of 
the  lower  limbs  and  of  the  bladder,  continued  till  death. 

Case  HI. — Abortion — No  Secundines  found — Subsequent  Hemor- 
rhage.— August  15th,  1847,  I  was  desired  to  visit  Mrs.  C,  who  I  found 
had  lost  a  good  deal  of  blood  from  the  uterus  ;  was  doubtful  as  to  preg- 
nancy. Upon  examining  the  coagula,  found  a  fetus  apparently  of  about 
two  months,  which  corresponded  with  her  history  of  her  menstruation. 
No  secundines  could  be  found.  17th — The  hemorrhage,  which  had 
nearly  ceased  from  the  expulsion  of  the  fetus,  recurred  very  freely,  and 
continued  for  some  hours,  and  then  abated.  I  examined  a  considerable 
quantity  of  the  coagula,  but  could  detect  no  placenta ;  but  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  to  examine  all  the  coagula.  As  the  hemorrhage  had 
subsided,  and  as  nothing  could  be  felt  at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  I 
16 
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felt  justified  in  hoping  all  had  passed.  She  went  on  very  much  as  is 
common  after  abortions,  except  that  a  slight  discharge  continued,  until  3d 
September,  when  an  alarming  amount  of  hemorrhage  again  took  place. 
Still  nothing  was  to  be  found  at  the  os  uteri.  The  sponge,  impregnated 
with  vinegar,  was  used,  and  powders  of  lead,  ipecac,  and  opium  ad- 
ministered ;  which  seemed  to  arrest  the  flooding.  When  removed,  the 
sponge  had  a  very  offensive  smell,  and  was  colored  black,  which  could 
not  be  washed  off.  A  small,  but  very  offensive  discharge  continued 
about  a  week,  for  which  injections  of  chamomile  tea,  with  a  particle  of 
lime  infused,  were  used. 

Remarks. — These  cases  have  caused  considerable  reflection  in  my 
mind.  It  would  seem,  from  what  I  have  read  upon  the  subject,  that 
the  retention  of  the  secundines,  at  an  early  period  of  pregnancy,  need 
not  give  rise  to  any  apprehension  of  danger.  Thus,  Rigby  (System 
of  Midwifery,  p.  359),  says — "  Cases  of  abortion  have  occasionally 
been  observed,  where  the  embryo  has  escaped,  but  the  secundines  have 
never  come  away,  although  the  discharges,  &c,  have  been  watched  with 
the  greatest  attention.  After  a  time,  the  menses  have  returned,  the  patient 
has  again  become  pregnant,  and  has  passed  through  her  labor  at  the  full 
term,  without  anything  unusual  occurring."  Nothing  is  intimated  that 
unpleasant  consequences  ever  follow.  It  is  true,  that  a  case  is  men- 
tioned in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  v.  iv.,  p.  511,  in 
which  it  is  said,  "  the  lady  remained  in  indifferent  health  for  three 
months,"  when  the  secundines  were  expelled.  But  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  case  on  record  in  which  serious  and  alarming  symptoms  have  su- 
pervened. Is  such  the  experience  of  the  profession  ?  or  have  cases 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  considered  as  having  done  well,  because  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  them  ?  Have  I  been  less  fortunate  than  others  ?  or 
am  1  wrong  in  having  attributed  the  hemorrhage  which  occurred  in 
two  out  of  three  cases,  which  I  have  seen,  to  the  retention  of  the  pla- 
centa ?  I  have  always  supposed  that  the  hemorrhage  and  death  in  case 
2d  was  occasioned  by  the  retention,  although  the  woman  was  thought, 
and  considered  herself,  well,  and  had  returned  to  her  ordinary  labor.  I 
am  every  way  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  that  the  hemorrhage  in  the 
3d  case  was  owing  to  a  retention,  proved  sufficiently,  I  think,  by  the 
offensiveness  of  the  discharge,  and  the  discoloration  of  the  sponge  used 
as  a  tampon.  Therefore  it  appears  to  me  that  the  condition  of  the  wo- 
man, with  retained  secundines,  even  at  an  early  month,  is  not  so  safe  as 
is  supposed  by  many.  How  is  this  state  of  things  to  be  obviated  ? 
Truly  I  do  not  know.  No  one,  I  presume,  would  feel  authorized  to 
poke  a  hook  into  the  uterus,  with  no  guide  to  direct  him  ;  and  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  is  too  small  to  admit  of  any  manual  operations.  The  only 
alternative  which  I  perceive  is  to  use  the  ergot.  This  may  sometimes 
succeed,  but  I  know  it  to  have  failed. 

Case  IV. — Protracted  Labor — Retained  Placenta — Hemorrhage. — 
Mrs.  C,  the  subject  of  the  last  case,  was  delivered  of  a  large  child, 
after  a  tedious  labor,  at  3£  o'clock,  P.  M.,  October  17th,  1834.  The 
placenta  not  coming  readily,  and  considerable  hemorrhage  existing,  I 
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used,  for  want  of  ergot,  acet.  plumbi,  ipecac,  and  opii,  with  frictions  to 
abdomen,  warmth  to  feet,  and  volatiles.  At  6  o'clock,  nothing  having 
been  gained,  I  introduced  my  hand,  and  found  a  partially  separated  pla- 
centa, adferent  to  the  fundus  uteri,  it  being  uncontracted.  By  pressing 
moderately  on  the  adherent  portion  of  the  placenta,  and  by  insinuating 
the  points  of  the  fingers  under  the  free  edges,  I  effected  a  separation. 
Alter  moving  the  placenta  about  for  some  time,  rubbing  it  against  the 
walls  of  the  uterus,  I  extracted  it.  Hemorrhage  continued  free  for 
some  time  ;  but  eventually  subsided  under  the  use  of  frictions  and  the 
pills  of  lead,  ipecac,  and  opii. 

Remarks. — This  is  the  only  case  of  adherent  placenta  which  has  oc- 
curred to  me  in  a  practice  of  28  years  ;  if  we  except  one  which  I  found 
attached  to  an  inverted  uterus.  1  was  guilty  of  mal-practice  in  this 
case,  in  separating  and  extracting  the  placenta  before  the  uterus  had 
properly  contracted  ;  and  thereby  exposed  the  woman  to  unnecessary 
hazard  from  hemorrhage.  It  is  true,  that  I  kept  my  hand  in  the  uterus 
some  time,  and  employed  friction  on  the  surface  of  the  uterus;  but  I 
should  have  continued  it  until  contraction  took  place. 

Case  V. — Placenta  retained  by  Premature  Contraction  of  the  Os 
Uteri.  June  15,  1827,  was  desired  to  see  Mrs.  R.,  who  had  been 
delivered  of  her  first  child  fifteen  hours — placenta  retained.  Upon  in- 
quiry, I  learned  that  the  placenta  had  been  felt  at  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus  soon  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  but  would  not  come  away — that 
the  umbilical  cord  had  given  way  during  the  efforts  at  extraction — that  a 
loop  had  been  fixed  over  the  remaining  portion.  Upon  examination,  I 
found  it  just  so.  The  insertion  of  the  cord  into  the  placenta  offered 
directly  at  the  middle  of  os  uteri — the  mouth  itself  very  much  contract- 
ed. By  gently  dilating  it,  I  was  enabled  to  get  two  fingers  up  by  the 
side  of  the  placenta,  and  fixing  them  in  it,  turn  one  edge  down  and  ex- 
tract it.  The  woman  declared  that  the  pain  of  this  operation  was 
equal  to  that  of  labor. 

Case  VI. — Placenta  retained  by  Premature  Contraction  of  Os  Uteri. 
— August  26,  1833,  I  saw  a  negro  woman  under  the  care  of  Dr.  D., 
who  had  been  delivered  of  her  first  child  three  days,  the  placenta  re- 
tained. I  found  the  funnel-shaped  pottion  at  the  os  uteri  ;  no  lochial 
discharge,  but  a  very  offensive  fetor  ;  slightly  feverish,  but  no  pain. 
A  scruple  of  ergot  was  given,  which  produced  considerable  pains,  which, 
however,  produced  no  effect  on  the  placenta.  Waiting  several  hours, 
and  finding  matters  no  better,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  and 
hooking  my  forefinger  into  the  body  of  the  placenta  and  embracing  it 
firmly  with  the  others,  I  succeeded  in  extracting  it.  This  required  con- 
siderable time,  as  the  mouth  and  body  of  the  uterus  were  firmly  con- 
tracted. Some  idea  of  the  firmness  of  the  contraction  may  be  formed, 
when  I  state,  that  two  months  elapsed  before  my  hand  had  recovered 
entirely  from  the  compression  which  it  underwent  whilst  in  the  uterus. 
It  is  perhaps  proper  to  remark,  that  I  was  in  delicate  health  at  the  time, 
which  may  have  prevented  a  more  speedy  abatement  of  these  effects. 

Remarks. — It  has  been  a  rule  in  my  obstetrical  practice  (inculcated 
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by  Prof.  Hall,  of  the  University  of  Maryland),  as  soon  as  1  have  dis- 
posed of  the  child,  to  take  the  cord  in  my  left  hand  as  a  director,  and 
run  the  finger  of  my  right  along  it  to  the  os  uteri  ;  if  I  find  the  funnel- 
shaped  portion  of  the  placenta  there,  insert  a  finger  and  hook  it  over 
the  edge  and  bring  it  down,  and  deliver  it  at  once.  Pursuing  this  course, 
I  have  not  had,  perhaps,  a  dozen  placentae  expelled  by  the  uterus  ex- 
clusively, during  my  practice.  From  this  practice  I  have  at  no  time 
seen  any  inconvenience.  On  the  contrary,  it  relieves  the  woman  from 
that  state  of  dread  and  perturbation,  which  is  almost  sure  to  take  place 
if  the  placenta  is  not  removed  in  a  short  time  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 
1  do  not  know  that  this  course  was  admissible  in  the  last  two  cases  ; 
but  from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  in  attendance  upon  the  first,  I  j 
am  induced  to  believe  it  would  have  been  in  that  case. 

In  case  6th,  the  ergot  failed  to  do  any  good,  although  it  evidently 
produced  a  good  deal  of  suffering.  That  it  would  have  failed,  if  repeat- 
edly used,  I  cannot  say.  Dr.  Dewees  speaks  strongly  of  his  confidence 
in  its  powers.  To  be  sure,  that  confidence  was  founded  on  analogy  of 
its  action  in  expelling  the  secundines  after  abortion.  Dr.  Porcher,  how- 
ever, of  South  Carolina  (American  Journal  Medical  Sciences,  v.  x.,  p. 
391),  shows  that  it  cannot  always  be  depended  on.  Dr.  Jackson,  too, 
of  Northumberland,  Pa.  (Medical  Recorder,  v.  xv.,  p.  362),  argues 
against  not  only  the  efficacy,  but  the  safety  of  the  article  in  these  cases. 
Let  us  look  into  the  state  of  the  uterus,  and  consider  the  effects  of  the 
medicine.  The  os  uteri  was  firmly  contracted  ;  of  course  it  must  be 
dilated  before  the  placenta  could  be  expelled.  Will  the  ergot  cause 
that  dilatation  ?  1  presume  most  men  will  say,  that  although  it  may 
produce  this  effect,  yet  we  cannot  calculate  upon  it  with  certainty — 
that  it  will  frequently  fail.  If  it  does  not  produce  that  effect,  it  adds  to 
the  difficulty,  by  diminishing  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  also  of  its 
mouth,  in  consequence  of  producing  a  general  contraction  of  the  uterine 
fibres.  If  the  intention  is  to  introduce  the  hand  if  the  ergot  fail,  we 
ought  to  change  our  purpose,  and  introduce  the  hand  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  because  the  use  of  the  ergot  will  inevitably  increase  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  manual  operation.  If  this  view  is  correct,  Dr.  Dewees's 
advice  to  use  ergot  first  is  incorrect ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  I  had 
much  greater  difficulty  than  I  should  otherwise  have  had,  in  consequence 
of  following  his  directions. 

Was  it  necessary  to  introduce  the  whole  hand  ?  This  may  be  con- 
sidered doubtful.  It  will  be  recollected  that  no  one  could  tell  whether 
the  placenta  would  be  found  detached.  In  fact,  after  my  hand  was 
introduced,  I  could  not  say  with  assurance  that  it  was  detached,  it  was 
embraced  with  such  firmness  by  the  uterus.  Again,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  motions  necessary  to  force  a  finger  into  the  placenta  and 
extract  it,  could  have  been  effected  with  the  hand  mainly  without.  At 
any  rate,  1  am  satisfied  that  the  aid  of  the  other  fingers  and  thumb  was 
very  serviceable  in  extraction. 

Ought  the  case  to  have  been  left  to  nature  ?  This  is  a  grave  ques- 
tion, which  will  be  answered  differently  by  different  persons.    Some,  in 
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view  of  the  fact  that  the  woman  did  as  well  as  she  possibly  could  under 
any  circumstances,  will  say  that  the  treatment  pursued  was  the  best. 
Others,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  cases,  left  entirely  to  nature,  do 
very  well,  the  placenta  in  some  cases  being  expelled  at  an  indefinite  pe- 
riod, in  other  cases  not  at  all,  will  say  that  the  woman  was  subjected  to 
great  and  unnecessary  pain.  That  many  cases  of  retention  have  done 
well,  is  true ;  that  many  have  been  followed  by  unpleasant  and  fatal 
consequences,  is  likewise  true.  It  is  also  true,  that  a  woman  is  always 
uneasy  and  restless  until  the  placenta  is  removed.  Again,  it  is  true, 
that  no  man  can  say  of  any  case  of  retention,  whether,  if  left  to  itself, 
it  will  terminate  favorably  or  unfavorably.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  if 
air  be  excluded  from  the  placenta,  putrefaction  will  not  take  place,  and 
evil  will  be  prevented.  Granting  this  to  be  true,  the  same  difficulty  re- 
mains ;  no  man  can  tell  whether  air  will  find  access  or  not.  Neither 
have  we  any  means  to  prevent  such  access.  Yet  does  it  seem  to  me, 
that  there  is  little  probability  of  air  finding  its  way  up  the  vagina  and 
into  the  uterus.    I  am  therefore  inclined  to  suspect  that  putrefaction  is 

owin£  to  some  other  cause. 

•  ... 
In  volume  xxvi.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  is  a 

very  valuable  paper  by  Dr.  E.  Warren,  of  Boston,  on  retained  placenta, 
in  which,  however,  he  insists  rather  strongly  upon  the  powers  of  nature. 
That  she  will,  in  many  instances,  accomplish  wonders,  is  no  less  true 
than  fortunate  for  mankind.  If  we  had  any  means  of  judging  when  she 
would  show  her  power,  we  should  know  when  to  trust  her.  Our  profes- 
sion is,  I  think,  too  prone  to  exhibit  successful  cases  to  the  world,  and 
keep  the  unfortunate  ones  back.*  Hence  we  have  but  little  means  of 
forming  a  true  estimate  of  the  number  of  fatal  cases.  It  seems  to  me, 
that  Dr.  W.  has  worded  one  of  his  sentences,  so  as  to  make  an  er- 
roneous impression,  and  that  that  impression  is  likely  to  do  mischief. 
Speaking  of  Dr.  Hunter's  practice  of  leaving  the  placenta  to  nature,  he 
says — "  Finally,  some  unfavorable  cases  occurred,  and  the  practice  was 
changed."  This  would,  I  think,  convey  the  idea  to  most  persons,  that 
the  number  of  cases  was  small.  But  Dr.  H.  was  not  a  man  to  be  turn- 
ed from  a  course,  which  he  considered  right,  by  trifling  considerations. 
Again,  I  have  seen  it  stated,  that  by  pursuing  his  course,  he  lost  a  cer- 
tain number  of  ladies  of  rank  in  one  year.  I  do  not  now  remember  the 
number,  but  I  do  remember  that  I  thought  it  was  quite  enough  to  make 
him  pause  and  consider  his  ground. 

1  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  impression,  that  the  placenta  is  to  be 
speedily  removed  at  all  hazards.  I  should  by  no  means  be  willing  to 
kill  a  man  with  opium,  to  prevent  him  from  dying  with  colic.  What  I 
advocate  is,  that  we  use  all  due  means  to  remove  the  placenta  with 
safety  to  the  mother.  What  these  means  are,  and  when  they  have 
been  used,  will  be  differently  estimated  by  different  persons  of  equal 
respectability  in  the  profession.  As  a  general  rule,  he  who  is  best  in- 
formed as  to  the  success  of  means  used  by  others,  and  best  qualified  to 


*  This  reflection  is  not  applied  or  applicable  to  Dr.  W.,so  far  as  I  know. 
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judge  of  the  powers  of  his  patient's  constitution  in  a  given  case,  will  be 
most  apt  to  do  right. 

Case  VII. —  Quick  Labor — Hour-glass  Contraction. — Mrs.  P.  was 
confined  August  26th,  1840.  The  regular  attendant  being  out  of  the 
place,  at  length  I  was  requested  to  visit  her.  The  child  had  been  born 
about  two  hours  before  my  arrival.  Upon  taking  hold  of  the  cord,  and 
running  my  finger  up  it,  I  encountered  an  hour-glass  contraction.  Gave 
seventy-five  drops  of  laudanum,  and  waited  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  when  I  found  the  stricture  to  yield  readily  and  permit  the  delivery 
of  the  placenta. 

Case  VIII. — Lingering  Labor — Hour-glass  Contraction. — March 
3d,  I  saw  Mrs.  W.  in  consultation  with  Dr.  C.  She  had  been  in  labor 
about  twelve  hours.  The  os  uteri  being  pretty  well  dilated,  and  the 
pains  trifling  and  unavailing,  we  concluded  to  give  ergot.  After  giving 
three  portions,  the  pains  became  more  frequent,  and  although  very  short, 
began  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the  progress  of  labor.  In  about  an  hour 
she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child.  The  placenta  not  presenting  itself 
in  due  time,  Dr.  C.  introduced  his  hand,  and  found  an  hour-glass  con- 
traction. Gave  half  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia,  and  waited  half  an 
hour.  After  this  interval,  Dr.  C.  again  introduced  his  hand,  and,  with 
slight  trouble,  dilated  the  stricture  and  delivered  the  placenta. 

Case  IX. — Lingering  Labor — Hour-glass  Contraction. — April  28, 
1845,  saw  Mrs.  E.  with  Dr.  C.  She  had  a  lingering  labor,  for  which 
it  was  considered  necessary  to  give  ergot.  There  being  some  delay  in 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  Dr.  C.  introduced  his  hand  and  found  an 
hour-glass  contraction.  We  gave  half  a  grain  of  morphia,  and  waited 
half  an  hour,  when  placenta  was  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  and 
readily  extracted. 

Case  X. — Lingering  Labor,  with  considerable  Flooding  at  the  com- 
mencement— Hour-glass  Contraction. — Sept.  20th,  1847,  I  was  called  to 
attend  Judy,  a  negro  woman,  exceedingly  fleshy,  in  labor  with  her  thir- 
teenth child.  The  membranes  were  represented  as  having  given  way 
an  hour  and  a  half  before  my  arrival  ;  before  and  after  which,  there 
had  been  considerable  hemorrhage.  There  was  also  some  after  my  ar- 
rival, but  it  soon  ceased  without  interference.  Perhaps  a  pint  and  a  half 
had  been  lost  altogether.  At  this  time,  5,  P.  M.,  the  pains  were  tri- 
fling and  at  long  intervals,  and  were  said  to  have  been  in  the  same 
condition  all  day.  The  os  uteri,  however,  was  considerably  dilated, 
but  no  part  of  the  child  could  be  felt  in  the  common  examination.  At 
10,  the  mouth  was  fully  dilated,  and  the  head  advancing  in  the  pelvis. 
At  12,  the  head  presented  at  the  lower  strait.  About  this  time  the 
pains  abated  very  much,  and  scarcely  made  any  impression  on  the  head, 
that  little  being  lost  at  the  end  of  the  pain.  Teas,  fee,  failing  to 
excite  contractions,  at  2,  A.  M.,  ergot  was  given,  and  the  child  born 
about  3,  A.  M.  In  about  half  an  hour,  the  placenta  remaining  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  finger,  I  placed  my  left  hand  upon  the  abdomen,  and 
found,  in  the  epigastrium,  a  tumor  about  as  large  as  an  uterus  well  con- 
tracted after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  with  a  hard  ridge  extending 
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to  the  pubis.  I  at  once  suspected  an  hour-glass  contraction,  and,  upon 
introducing  my  hand,  found  it  so.  I  gave  five  eighths  of  a  grain  of 
sulpli.  morphia,  intending  to  wait  an  hour.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time, 
found  the  patient  asleep;  which  continuing,  an  hour  and  a  half  elapsed 
before  I  undertook  the  delivery,  when  1  found  the  placenta  loose,  and 
lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus. 

Remarks. — What  is  the  cause  of  the  hour-glass  contraction  ?  "  Dr. 
Douglass,  of  Dublin,  considers  this  condition  as  arising  from  some  irri- 
tation near  the  mouth  of  this  organ,"  and  "  concludes  that  whenever  it 
does  occur,  it  is  produced  by  mismanagement."  This  opinion,  by  having 
been  repeated  by  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  most  eminent  accoucheurs,  has 
acquired  much  authority  ;  yet  it  is  not  a  particle  more  true  now,  than  it 
was  when  first  uttered.  If  true,  how  did  it  happen  that  I  found  that 
condition  in  the  seventh  case,  when  I  suspected  nothing,  and  expected 
nothing  but  to  bring  away  the  placenta  as  after  ordinary  labor  ?  How 
came  Dr.  C.  to  find  Jt  so  in  cases  8  and  9.  It  is  true  that  I  cannot 
positively  assert  that  he  committed  no  indiscretion  upon  the  os  uteri ; 
but  I  do  know  that  he  is  cautious  and  prudent,  and  therefore  I  am  not 
at  all  disposed  to  believe  that  he  did.  In  the  7th  and  10th  cases,  if 
tightening  the  cord  and  running  the  finger  up  it  to  ascertain  the  presence 
or  absence  of  the  placenta  at  the  os  uteri  be  mismanagement,  then  I 
perpetrated  it  in  both  cases  ;  otherwise  I  did  not.  If  it  was  mismanage- 
ment, how  are  we  ever  to  manage  aright ;  unless  indeed  we  trust  the 
placenta  to  the  powers  of  nature,  without  even  attempting  to  ascertain 
what  is  going  on  ? 

I  have  heard  ergot  charged  with  producing  this  state.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  in  three  of  the  four  cases  detailed,  it  was  administered. 
But  the  cases  in  which  this  condition  is  most  apt  to  occur,  are  precisely 
those  in  which  we  are  most  apt  to  give  ergot.  When,  therefore,  we  re- 
flect that  this  contraction  takes  place  in  many  cases  of  tedious  labor, 
where  no  ergot  is  given  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  given  in  many 
cases  of  tedious  labor  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  without  any  un- 
toward effects,  either  immediately  or  subsequently,  we  shall  pause  before 
we  lay  this  particular  evil  at  its  door.  We  can  say  that  this  affection 
consists  in  an  irregular,  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  but  we  had  as  well  not  say  upon  what  that  spasmodic  contraction 
depends,  until  we  know. 

Is  there  any  particular  portion  of  the  uterus  to  which  this  action  is 
confined  ?  Authors  would  seem  to  confine  it  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus  ; 
at  any  rate,  not  above  the  commencement  of  the  body.  In  case  7th,  it 
was  but  a  short  way  above  the  os  uteri  ;  so  little,  indeed,  that  there 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  a  lower  chamber.  In  case  10th,  I  should 
place  it  much  above  the  union  of  the  body  and  neck.  I  introduced 
nearly  the  one  half  of  my  fore-arm  into  the  vagina ;  so  that  at  least  my 
wrist  and  hand  must  have  been  within  the  uterus.  There  was  ample 
room  to  move  my  hand  about  in  the  lower  chamber  ;  and  with  my 
fingers  extended,  I  ascertained  the  existence  of  the  stricture,  which  ap- 
peared to  extend  directly  across  the  body,  embracing  tightly  the  cord  and 
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a  small  portion  of  the  placenta.  Could  a  contraction  of  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  body  afford  such  room  in  the  lower  chamber?  I  apprehend 
not.  I  did  not  introduce  my  hand  in  either  the  8th  or  9th  case  ;  but 
from  Dr.  C.'s  account,  I  consider  them  as  very  parallel  to  the  10th. 
He  indeed  is  disposed  to  locate  the  stricture  very  close  to  the  fundus. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  writer  or  teacher  advocates  the  use  of  opium 
in  this  affection  ;  and  yet  it  is  one  in  which  we  should  expect  it  to  be 
beneficial.  If  there  was  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  any  other  muscle, 
opium  is  the  very  thing  which  would  present  itself  to  my  mind.  Again, 
so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  parts  concerned  are  exceedingly  ten- 
der ;  so  much  so,  that  the  bare  examination  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
existence  of  the  contraction,  inflicts  much  suffering.  What  torture  a 
woman  must  suffer,  who  undergoes  the  dilatation  of  parts  so  excessively 
irritable,  without  a  previous  anodyne,  no  man  can  tell,  even  after  wit- 
nessing the  operation.  On  the  other  hand,  in  two  of  the  four  cases, 
when  the  attempt  to  remove  the  placenta  was  about  to  be  made,  the 
placenta  was  found  lying  loose  at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  Is  there 
fear  that  an  anodyne  will  prevent  the  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus? 
This  last  is  much  more  apt  to  take  place  when  the  irregular  contraction 
is  removed,  than  during  its  continuance.  In  none  of  the  cases  was 
there  any  hemorrhage  either  before  or  after  the  administration  of  the 
ergot ;  neither  was  there  any  bad  effect  whatever  from  its  use.  If, 
then,  the  use  of  opium  is  safe  as  a  means  of  facilitating  the  dilatation 
of  the  stricture,  or  of  preventing  altogether  the  necessity  of  the  operation, 
performing  this  operation  without  a  previous  anodyne  must  be  considered 
downright  cruelty. 

Whether  the  placenta  was  attached  in  any  one  instance  when  the 
anodyne  was  administered,  or  not,  of  course  is  not  known. 


DR.  CASTLE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — It  never  was  my  design  to  hold  a  controversy  with  Dr. 
Castle.  That  person  saw  fit,  without  the  smallest  provocation,  to  pub- 
lish certain  misrepresentations,  which  it  was  necessary  to  contradict. 
These  I  contradicted,  and  he  has  not  reiterated  them.  The  neces- 
sity for  noticing  him  no  longer  exists,  and  I  leave  him  to  pursue  his 
own  course,  and  to  find  in  it  whatever  of  emolument  and  happiness  he 
may.  The  matter  of  his  last  letter  needs  little  commentary.  Your 
readers  are  intelligent  men.  If,  as  he  says,  my  communication  has 
caused  him  "  to  think  much  of  the  hangman,"  I  trust  that  his  reflec- 
tions have  been  penitential  and  profitable,  and  that  he  will  hereafter  per- 
mit the  "  soldiery  "  to  monopolize  the  "  unconstitutional  mode  of  de- 
priving men  of  their  lives." 

The  certificate  given  by  Dr.  James  A.  Houston  is  not  sufficient  to 
establish  the  "authenticity"  of  Dr.  Castle's  cases.  Dr.  Houston,  if  I 
am  correctly  informed,  is  a  very  good  stenographer,  and  I  expect  to 
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rely  with  entire  safety  upon  his  Congressional  reports  ;  but  in  matters  in- 
volving professional  judgment,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes that  the  statements  in  question  were  published  "  at  my  [his]  re- 
quest." If  idiocy  has  been  cured  by  extracting  teeth,  the  fact  is  the 
most  extraordinary  one  yet  recorded  in  the  annals  of  medical  achieve- 
ment, and  the  profession  will  receive  it  as  true  when  it  shall  have  been 
satisfactorily  proved,  and  not  until  then.  That  Dr.  Houston  was  "  cog- 
nizant "  of  it  may  be  very  satisfactory  to  himself;  but  without  intend- 
ing to  undervalue  his  testimony,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  his  simple 
averment  will  prove  anything  more  than  that  he  believes  the  statement. 
Qredat  Judceus,  non  ego. 

In  one  respect,  Dr.  Houston  is  right.  "  Dr.  Castle  is  known  too 
well  in  this  vicinity  [New  York]  to  be  injured  by  "  anything  I  have 
written.  His  cases  are  very  familiar  to  the  public  of  that  city,  and  had 
your  Journal  circulated  only  there,  I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with 
any  notice  of  them. 

Dr.  Houston  supposes  that  I  wrote  in  "  a  very  irritable  state  of  mind." 
He  is  mistaken.  Neither  Dr.  Castle  nor  his  friend  Dr.  Houston  can 
excite  me  to  "  a  paroxysm  of  passion  "  ;  but  neither  shall  deter  me  from 
exposing  falsehood  whenever  and  wherever  I  may  see  proper  to  do  so. 
Because  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  affix  my  professional  designation 
to  my  signature,  Dr.  Castle  supposes  I  have  a  great  contempt  for  titles, 
and  for  this  reason,  I  suppose,  he  bestows  upon  me  one  which  I  have 
no  right  to  bear.  I  am  no  dentist,  and,  like  Dr.  Castle,  I  have  never 
been  honored  by  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  Probably 
he  and  I  were  passed  over  for  the  same  reason — that  neither  of  us  de- 
served it.  As  to  the  titles  I  have  a  right  to  claim,  I  do  not  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  use  them  very  frequently.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  can  make 
my  profession  known  without  this  direct  assumption.  With  Dr.  Castle 
the  case  is  different,  and  he  acts  accordingly.  Upon  the  ordinary  prin- 
ciple which  determines  value,  his  title  may  be  more  precious  than  mine. 
It  was  not  so  easily  procured.  Dr.  Houston  has  also  neglected  to  sign 
himself  M.D.  Nevertheless  I  will  not  copy  his  discourtesy,  and  write 
him  Mr.  Houston.  Really,  if  he  supposed  that  I  could  be  wounded 
by  such  a  paltry  thing  as  this,  his  intellect  cannot  be  much  superior  to 
Dr.  Castle's. 

In  my  former  letter  I  declared  that  Dr.  Castle  knew  nothing  of  the 
institution  he  so  diligently  libelled.  His  communications  show  that  his 
knowledge  of  it  extends  no  further  than  the  names  of  the  Faculty.  He 
has  not  even  learned  the  name  by  which  the  College  is  incorporated, 
for  he  miscalls  it  four  times  in  the  only  four  instances  in  which  he  quotes 
it  in  his  last  letter.  In  fact,  these  gross  attacks  upon  the  school  are  only 
a  part  of  the  musquito  war  which  it  pleases  Dr.  Castle  to  wage  against 
a  most  amiable  and  highly  distinguished  gentleman  in  New  York,  whose 
name  he  indecently  parades  in  his  last  lettter.  Dr.  Parmly  happened  to 
have  received  and  to  appreciate  an  honorary  degree  from  the  College 
in  question  ;  and  therefore  Dr.  Castle  vilified  it.    From  the  high  posi- 
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tion  which  Dr.  Parmly  has  so  honorably  won,  he  may  well  look  down 
with  pity  upon  the  insane  efforts  of  the  viper  to  bite  the  file. 

1  called  for  the  information  upon  which  Dr.  Castle  dared  to  base  his 
charge  of  fraud  against  men  of  whose  fair  fame  he  was  the  first  assail- 
ant. His  reply  is  perfectly  characteristic  of  the  man,  and  plainly  decla- 
rative of  his  feelings  and  habits.  It  seems  that  he  formed  his  bad  opi- 
nion of  the  College  from  the  fact  that  "  it  does  not  even  pay  ;  the 
great  test,  after  all,  with  colleges."  Had  it  paid,  all  would  have  been 
right,  for  this  is  Dr.  Castle's  test.  Whatever  procures  money,  is  good  ; 
whatever  furnishes  much  money,  is  better ;  and  what  makes  rich,  is  best 
of  all.  If  this  be  the  test,  Dr.  Castle  does  well  to  "keep  aloof"  from 
dental  colleges.  More  money  may  be  made  by  publishing  cases  and 
filling  teeth  with  amalgams.  But  other  men  recognize  other  "  tests," 
and  it  is  well  for  the  world  that  they  do.  It  may,  however,  calm  Dr. 
C.'s  "  fear,"  and  cause  him  to  think  materially  better  of  the  College, 
to  assure  him  that  things  are  not  quite  so  bad  in  this  respect  as  he  has 
supposed. 

A  man  in  temper  much  the  same  as  Dr.  C,  backed  by  friends  quite 
as  available  as  his,  scoffed  bitterly  when  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  were 
founded.  He  cried,  "  What  do  these  feeble  Jews  ?  Will  they  fortify 
themselves  ?"  Nay,  said  his  next  friend,  "  If  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall 
even  break  down  their  stone  wall."  Nevertheless,  that  wall  remained 
Ions  after  Sanballat  and  Tobiah  were  forgotten  ;  and  I  can  assure  Dr. 
Castle  that  our  work  is  secure  against  either  the  wiles  of  a  fox  or  the 
heels  of  an  ass. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  is  necessary  to  expose  another  palpable  untruth 
which  Dr.  Castle  has  published  in  his  last  letter.  It  is  utterly  false 
that  the  College  in  solemn  conclave  expelled  "  Sir  Samuel  Cartwright, 
Brewster  and  others."  The  statement  is  a  fabrication  from  beginning  to 
end.  No  such  "  conclave  "  was  ever  held  ;  no  such  act  was  ever  done. 
Will  Dr.  Houston  yet  endorse  Dr.  Castle's  veracity?  Is  it  not  strange 
that  Dr.  C.  could  not  abstain  from  so  gross  a  misstatement,  even  in  a  let- 
ter published  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  truth  ?  Truly  habit  is 
second  nature. 

Perhaps  Dr.  C.  will  tell  us  that  this  scandalous  untruth  is  only  to  be 
regarded  as  another  display  of  "  playful  humor."  His  ideas  of  play 
and  humor  seem  peculiar.  He  may  yet  learn  that  uncouth  and  inde- 
corous gambols  are  not  always  safe.  The  fable  tells  him  that  a  long- 
eared  animal  who  essayed,  in  a  fit  of  "  playful  humor;"  to  leap  upon  his 
master,  was  cudgelled  instead  of  being  caressed. 

To  your  readers  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words.  They  will  readily 
believe  that  if  Dr.  C.  had  known  or  could  have  procured  information 
of  anything  discreditable  to  the  College,  he  would  not  have  concealed 
it.  Had  the  Faculty  been  men  of  uncertain  morals,  or  without  profes- 
sional character  ;  had  they  been  incompetent  to  their  duty,  or  unprovid- 
ed with  means  to  make  their  personal  efforts  effective;  had  the  College 
svstem  been  badly  devised  ;  in  short,  had  the  institution  been  in  any 
way  unworthy  of  the  public  confidence,  Dr.  C.  would  certainly  have 
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given  the  facts.  His  lack  of  reasonable  censure  is  more  valuable  than 
praise  from  a  friend.  The  only  charge  he  now  makes  is  that  the  Col- 
lege is  not  organized  upon  a  "liberal  basis."  He  does  not  tell  us  what 
he  means,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  would  think  any  plan  "  illiberal  " 
which  did  not  make  provision  for  himself.  To  accommodate  him,  would 
demand  not  liberality,  but  universalism  ;  and  I  fear  that  Dr.  Castle  is 
doomed  forever  to  "  keep  aloof"  from  dental  colleges. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  indulgence,  I  now  take  leave  of  Dr. 
Castle.  Thos.  E.  Bond,  Jr. 

Baltimore,  Nov.  8,  1847. 


"  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  " 
iCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. ] 

"  Who  is  James  K.  Polk  ?"  was  the  very  discourteous  interrogatory 
in  times  that  we  wot  of.  "  The  eleventh  President  of  the  Cmited 
States,"  was  the  prompt  and  triumphant  reply.  And  who  is  Wood- 
bridge  Strong  ?  With  equal  promptitude  we  are  happy  to  answer — he 
is  the  original  discoverer  of  the  "  method  " — the  inventor  of  the 
"ploughshare,"  which  is  lo  "uproot"  the  whole  system  of  medicine, 
from  Hippocrates  to  Hahnemann.  If  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement  "  will  do  him  honor — well  ;  if  not,  let  it  kill  the  next 
Percy  itself." 

Seriously — our  position  is  deplorable.  We  grope  in  dusky  "  laby- 
rinths"— in  "regions  of  shadow  and  mist,"  and  vainly  "fish  for  hid- 
den truths";  and  yet  we  are  tantalized,  and  dazzled,  and  blinded  by 
the  terrible  swoop  of  the  meteor — the  "  method "  ;  and  no  clue  is 
given,  no  friendly  hand  is  extended,  to  lead  us  from  our  murky  caverns 
to  the  light  of  day,  in  which  Woodbridge  Strong  is  so  joyously  exulting. 

And  more  seriously  still — the  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  and 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  should  be  more  considerate.  The  con- 
fines of  medicine  are  occupied  by  an  honest,  and  plodding,  though 
somewhat  incredulous  phalanx.  We  navigate  shallows;  and  when 
Jupiter  flings  a  log,  let  him  drop  it  gently,  lest  the  splash  of  the  turbid 
waters  should  blind  us  to  the  kingly  claims  of  the  benefaction. 

"  He  that  would  convince  me  of  error  in  this  thing,  must  first  have 
gone  through  a  course  of  observation,  such  as  I  have  been  through." 
What  thing?  That  "  the  books  of  medicine  " — "  the  best  of  them  " — • 
(and  though  he  says  he  speaks  of  therapeutics,  yet  he  makes  no  salvo 
that  can  include  others),  "  are  but  records  of  superficial  views  of  dis- 
ease " — "  deductions  as  superficial  " — "  mere  vague  conjectures."  Really 
— it  is  a  terrible  blast,  for  a  little  trumpet.  And  as  a  substitute  for  all 
this,  the  "  method  "  directs  us  to  diagnose  the  condition  of  all  the  or- 
gans, both  solid  and  hollow — because,  forsooth,  it  is  not  enough  to  diag- 
nose the  name  of  a  disease  !  "  This  is  his  journey's  end  ;  and  here 
his  butt ;  the  very  sea-mark  of  his  utmost  sail  "  ! 
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But  all  this  is  "  preliminary."  His  especial  theme  is  typhus — and 
the  especial  crotchet  which  labors  to  protrude  itself  from  the  "  method's  " 
brain,  is,  that  purgation  is  the  great  antidote  to  typhus  ;  and  the  especial 
conceit  that  perfects  the  "  method  "  in  all  that  is  supremely  ridiculous, 
is  the  notion  that  itself  may  monopolize,  jure  divino,  the  honor  (if  honor 
it  be)  of  holding  such  doctrine  ;  maugre  the  claims  of  "  the  books  of 
medicine — the  best  of  them,"  to  say  nothing  of  sundry  claimants  that 
reside  here  on  the  confines. 

I  do  not  complain  that  the  "paper"  smacks  of  egotism.  Heaven 
forefend  the  poor  wight  that  flings  the  first  stone  in  that  direction. 
Heaven  defend  us,  also,  from  the  folly  of  supposing  our  own  puny  arm 
sufficient  to  arrest  the  laws  of  nature,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fiat  of  Him 
who  controls  them,  as  they  are  often,  and  ever  will  be,  exhibited  in  dis- 
ease. Does  not  all  experience  prove  that  every  boaster  of  success  in 
medicine,  has  ultimately  turned  out  to  be  either  a  villain,  a  madman  or  a 
fool  ? — not  unfrequently,  all  three  united.  Will  the  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement  believe  that  a  physician  in  full  practice  (his  manner  justi- 
fies the  inference),  in  a  great  city,  should,  for  ten  long  years,  encounter 
no  case  of  grave  typhus  (except  such  as  became  so  under  the  treatment 
of  others,  and  of  which  he  washes  his  hands),  and  that  he  should  have 
lost  not  a  single  case  (of  typhus)  in  all  this  time  ? 

The  doctor  "  does  not  recommend  a  method  of  practice  suited  to  all " 
— but  he  does  speak  of  a  method  of  diagnosing,  which  shall  prove  a 
philosopher's  stone,  to  turn  all  our  darkness  into  light ;  and  that  shall 
give  us  the  entire  mastery  (such,  I  apprehend,  is  no  unfair  inference)  of 
disease.  But  in  all  candor,  does  this  diagnosing  project  imply  anything 
more  than  every  intelligent  physician  always  attempts  ? — anything  fur- 
ther than  is  enjoined  in  the  "  books  "  he  so  superciliously  and  uncere- 
moniously adjudges  to  be  "  worthless  "?  And  has  he  thrown  any  light 
upon  the  mystery  of  his  own  peculiar  "method" — or  given  us  the 
slightest  clue,  by  which  we  can  so  much  as  nose  his  diag.  1 

We  are  a  feeble  folk — we  of  the  confines — and  we  need  more  light 
from  the  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  or  from  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal — or,  better  yet,  from  the  Ploughshare  itself. 

St.  Albans,  Vt.,  Nov.  9th,  1847.  J.  L.  Chandler. 


ON    THE  TIME    REQUIRED   TO    PRODUCE    DEATH    BY    A  FATAL 
DOSE  OF  MEDICINAL  HYDROCYANIC  ACID. 

By  S.  C.  Sewell,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  University  M'Gill  College,  &c. 

My  attention  has  been  attracted  to  this  subject  in  consequence  of  a  fatal 
case  having  occurred  in  my  practice  lately.  A  resume  of  the  history 
of  some  of  the  more  remarkable  instances  of  fatal,  and  nearly  fatal, 
cases  on  record,  will  be  necessary  to  elucidate  the  interest  attached  to 
this  point.  In  the  case  of  the  seven  Paris  epileptics  (1828),  where  a 
very  concentrated  acid  was  used  (the  half-ounce  potion  contained  18J 
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grs.  pure  acid),  some  lingered  as  long  as  twelve  minutes  before  life  was 
entirely  extinct  ;   but  the  first  who  swallowed  it  was  dead  in  three 
minutes.    The  first  time  that  the  life  of  a  prisoner  depended  upon  a 
solution  of  the  question  under  consideration,  occurred  at  the  Lancaster 
Assizes,  held  in  April,  1829,  when  Freeman,  an  apothecary's  apprentice, 
was  arraigned  for  the  murder  of  Judith  Burwell,  his  master's  servant. 
She  was  pregnant  by  him,  and  was  found  one  morning  dead  in  her  bed. 
An  ounce  phial  containing  three  drachms  of  prussic  acid,  corked,  and 
wrapped  in  paper,  was  found  alongside  of  her.    The  body  was  in  a 
composed  position,  the  arms  folded  over  the  trunk,  and  the  bed-clothes 
drawn  smoothly  up  to  the  chin.    Had  the  deceased  time  to  perform  all 
these  actions  after  drinking  the  poison  out  the  narrow-necked  phial  ? 
Messrs.  Macau  ley,  Paget  and  others,  in  consequence  of  experiments 
performed  on  the  lower  animals,  decided  in  the  negative.    Dr.  Christi- 
son,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  work  on  Poisons,  said  that  his  experiments 
accorded  with  theirs  ;  but,  in  the  second,  that  it  was  probable  that  prus- 
sic acid  frequently  took  a  longer  time  to  act  than  was  generally  sup- 
posed, and  that  the  probability  in  this  case  was  that  it  had  done  so,  and 
that  it  had  been  taken  voluntarily  by  the  deceased,  because  the  prisoner 
had  to  pass  through  the  room  in  which  his  master  and  mistress  slept,  to 
gain  access  to  the  girl's  room,  and  must  have  opened  and  shut  three 
doors  without  noise.    My  opinion  is,  that  she  took  it  voluntarily  to  pro- 
duce abortion,  for  which  she  had  made  preparations  the  night  before,  and 
that,  if  Freeman  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  he  provided  her,  for  his  own 
purposes,  with  the  poison,  telling  her  that  it  would  cause  miscarriage. 
Mrs.  Latten  died  in  twelve  minutes  from  taking  a  drachm  and  a  half 
of  medicinal  acid.     In  Dr.  Geoghegan's  case,  the  patient  took  two 
drachms  of  prussic  acid  (Dub.  Pharm.)  and  experienced  no  effect  for 
two  minutes.    He  subsequently  fell  into  violent  convulsions,  and  was  saved 
by  applying  sesquicarbonate  of  ammonia  to  the  nostrils.    In  the  July 
number  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  is  quoted  Mr.  Godfrey's  case 
of"  a  man  44  years  of  age,  who,  after  taking  half  an  ounce  of  Scheele's 
acid,  walked  ten  paces  to  the  head  of  the  stairs,  descended  the  steps, 
seventeen  in  number,  and  then  proceeded,  rather  quickly,  to  a  druggist's 
shop,  forty-five  paces  distant,  where  he  had  procured  the  acid,  entering 
the  shop  in  his  usual  slow  and  easy  manner,  and  asking  for  '  more  of  that 
prussic  acid,'  before  he  became  evidently  affected  by  the  poison  which 
he  had  swallowed.    In  this  instance,  at  least  five  minutes  must  have 
elapsed  from  the  time  of  swallowing  the  poison  before  death  took  place." 
This  case  is  quoted  as  introductory  to  the  report  of  a  coroner's  inquest, 
which  took  place  at  Worcester  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Shepherd. 
The  substance  is  as  follows: — Mr.  S.  went  into  Mr.  Stringer's  (druggist) 
shop,  and  purchased  5  ij.  "  prussic  acid,  Scheele's  strength,  and,  asking  if 
any  one  was  in  the  back  room,  and  being  answered  in  the  negative,  walk- 
ed in  there,  saying  to  the  druggist,  <  I  want  a  word  with  you.'  Stringer 
followed  him  within  two  minutes,  and  found  him  sitting  on  the  sofa,  and 
the  phial  of  prussic  acid  empty  on  the  table  before  him.    Stringer  said, 
(  Good  God,  Shepherd,  you  have  not  been  taking  that?'    Deceased  re- 
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plied,  smiling,  '  No,  no,  it  is  all  right — take  no  notice — give  me  your 
hand,  old  fellow.'    Witness  went  up  to  him,  and  the  deceased  added, 
'  God  bless  you — it's  all  right — take  no  notice."    Witness  went  for  Mr. 
Griffith,  surgeon,  but,  not  finding  him,  returned  with  Mr.  Pierpoint,  who, 
with  witness,  tried  to  administer  ammonia  as  an  antidote  to  the  prussic 
acid,  and  a  futile  attempt  was  made  to  produce  vomiting.    The  stomach 
pump  was  sent  for,  but  arrived  after  death  had  taken  place.  Before 
leaving  this  case,  I  must  comment  upon  the  means  employed  to  save 
Mr.  Shepherd.    Mr.  Pierpoint  and  Mr.  Stringer  should  have  known  that, 
by  administering  ammonia,  they  would  have  formed  the  hydrocyanate 
of  ammonia,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  energetic  a  poison  as  the  prussic 
acid  ;  and  that  ammonia  or  the  sesquicarbonate  applied  to  the  nostrils, 
acts  usefully  by  stimulating  the  nervous  system,  and  the  heart's  action, 
until  the  poison   has  exhausted  its  violence,  and  not  as  an  antidote. 
Secondly,  attending  on  vomiting,  and  the  stomach  pump  was  doubly 
useless,  inasmuch,  as  had  they  evacuated  the  stomach  they  would  have 
been  no  nearer  saving  their  patient,  and  they  thereby  lost  precious  time 
which  might  have  been  employed  in  using  more  efficacious  means.  As 
an  antidote,  a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron,  or  a  dilution  of  the  tr. 
fer.  mur.  would  have  been  as  effectual  as  an  antidote  can  be  in  a  case 
of  poisoning  by  this  acid.    The  application  of  chlorine  water  or  sesqui- 
carb.  ammonia  to  the  nostrils,  and  cold  affusion  to  the  spine,  would  have 
comprised  all  that  is  known  to  be  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  such 
unfortunate  cases. 

My  patient  had  been  for  a  long  time  hypochondriacal,  and  had  fre- 
quently threatened  to  destroy  himself.  During  the  day  of  the  fatal  event, 
he  repeatedly  told  his  relations  that  he  would  be  dead  by  nine  that  night ; 
but,  as  he  had  frequently  said  the  same  thing,  no  attention  was  paid  to 
it.  At  6  in  the  evening  he  purchased  an  ounce  phial  of  prussic  acid, 
Scheele's  strength,  and,  on  his  road  home,  showed  it  to  several  persons, 
saying  he  would  soon  be  dead,  and  invited  them  to  his  funeral.  At  7 
in  the  evening  he  took  leave  of  his  friends  in  a  gay,  smiling  manner, 

and  going  up  to  his  room,  sent  for  Mrs.  ,  showed  her  the  poison, 

and  said  that  he  would  be  dead  in  two  minutes.  She  snatched  at  the 
phial,  but  he  drew  it  playfully  away,  turned  her  out  of  the  room,  and 
locked  the  door.  She,  thinking  that  he  was  jesting,  as  he  had  fre- 
quently done  the  same  thing  before,  went  to  her  own  house,  next  door, 
which  communicated  through  the  yards.  i\bout  a  minute  after,  he  un- 
locked the  door  and  cried  out,  "  Come  to  me  quick,  I  am  dying."  A 
relative,  very  much  alarmed,  called  to  the  servant  man  in  the  yard,  who 
ran  up  stairs  and  found  him  lying  on  his  back  on  the  sofa,  with  his  legs 

crossed,  insensible,  and  snoring.    In  a  few  minutes  Mrs.  ■  arrived, 

and  found  him  in  the  same  state.  I  arrived  there  in  twenty  minutes. 
He  was  then  dead,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  profound  slumber; 
the  legs  crossed,  the  aims  by  his  sides,  and  eyelids  firmly  closed.  I  ap- 
plied liq.  am.  fortissim.  (a  strength  made  for  portability  by  manufactur- 
ing chemists)  to  the  nostrils,  and  cold  affusion  to  the  occiput  and  spine. 
I  considered  him  dead,  but  employed  the  remedies  in  the  event  of  a  pos- 
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sibility  of  there  being  some  remaining  sparks  of  life.  The  eyes  were 
much  more  brilliant  than  during  his  life,  and  continued  so  the  next  day  ; 
the  face  was  livid,  and  lips  very  blue;  the  muscles  were  all  flaccid,  and 
exhibited  no  tonicity,  except  a  little  in  the  legs  at  the  end  of  twenty 
hours.  No  sectio  was  permitted.  The  phial,  containing  a  drachm  of 
prussic  acid,  was  on  the  table,  ten  feet  from  the  sofa,  with  a  wine-glass 
upset  and  broken  alongside,  done  by  the  deceased  in  the  hurry  of  putting 
it  on  the  table.  After  having  employed  my  remedies,  I  applied  my 
nose  to  the  deceased's  mouth,  but  could  detect  no  smell  of  prussic  acid. 
The  remaining  acid  was  thrown  out  by  the  servant,  so  that  I  could 
not  ascertain  its  strength ;  but  1  feel  certain  that  it  was  acid  of  the 
strength  of  over  three  per  cent,  which  is  the  usual  strength  of  medicinal 
acid  imported  into  this  country  ;  and,  since  the  use  of  ground-glass  stop- 
ped phials  to  put  it  up  in,  it  always  reaches  here  unimpaired  in  quality. 
In  the  present  case,  seven  drachms  of  medicinal  acid,  containing  about 
twenty -one  grains  of  pure  acid,  were  swallowed.  The  friends  think 
about  a  minute  elapsed  before  he  unlocked  the  door  ;  but  more  must 

have  passed,  because  Mrs.  had  time  to  go  to  her  own  house  and 

busy  herself  in  household  affairs,  before  the  alarm  was  given.  It  is  probable 
that  he  did  not  give  the  alarm  until  he  found  the  acid  working  on  him  ; 
at  any  rate,  he  walked  from  the  table  to  the  door,  and  unlocked  it  after 
taking  the  poison,  called  for  assistance,  and,  then  walking  to  the  sofa, 
stretched  himself  on  it.  He  had  no  convulsions.  Previous  to  the  occur- 
rence of  the  above  cases,  it  has  been  held  that,  where  prussic  acid 
causes  death  slowly,  convulsions  come  on  after  a  notable  interval,  and, 
where  it  acts  speedily,  no  convulsions  ensue,  but  death  follows  with  such 
rapidity  as  to  allow  of  none  but  the  simplest  actions,  and  those  perform- 
ed with  rapidity.  From  a  review  of  the  two  cases  extracted  from  the 
London  Medical  Gazette,  we  must  allow  the  truth  of  the  following  in- 
ferences as  to  the  action  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  on  the  human  body  : — 

1st.  Hydrocyanic  acid  is  modified  in  its  operation  on  the  human  frame, 
both  as  to  time  and  phenomena,  by  the  idiosyncrasy  of  the  individual. 

2dly.  That  it  not  unfrequently  is  slow  in  manifesting  its  poisonous 
influence,  allowing  time  for  the  performance  of  various  complicated  ac- 
tions, and  yet  may  destroy  life  without  producing  convulsions. 

3dly.  That  Judith  Burwell  could  have  performed  the  various  actions 
attributed  to  her  after  swallowing  the  prussic  acid,  and  have  been  found 
in  the  position  stated  by  the  witnesses  in  the  trial  of  Freeman. -^-British 
American  Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Science, 
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Medical  Books  for  Liberia. — Readers  of  the  Journal  are  respectfully 
referred  to  the  following  letter  to  the  editor,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colonization  Society.  If  any  claims  based  on  benevolent 
motives,  are  worthy  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  this  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  them.  Of  the  methods  adopted  by  missionaries  to  pagan 
lands,  of  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants,  one  of  the  best  is  to 
administer  medicine,  and  relieve  physical  affliction.  Moral  and  religious 
instruction  naturally  follows,  and  thus  the  seeds  are  sown,  which  will  ger- 
minate in  any  soil. 

Rapid  advances  in  civilization  and  Christianity  have  been  made  in  Libe- 
ria, under  the  parental  guidance  of  the  Colonization  Society  of  the  United 
States.  Territory  has  been  purchased,  towns  have  grown  into  commercial 
importance,  the  rich  but  jungled  territories  have  been  brought  under  cul- 
tivation, and  agriculture,  the  highest  and  noblest  employment,  by  which 
nations  are  sustained,  is  conducted  on  the  most  approved  and  profitable 
system.  Courts  of  justice  are  organized,  schools  established,  and  the  do- 
mestic arts  are  nowhere  more  generally  appreciated,  than  in  that  redeemed 
portion  of  a  vast  continent,  whose  interior  is  terra  incognita,  and  whose 
inhabitants  have  been  oppressed  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  even  by  one 
another  on  their  own  soil,  from  a  remote  antiquity.  With  the  flood  of 
light  now  dawning  upon  a  section  of  the  coast  of  down-trodden  Africa, 
the  more  permanent  establishment  of  the  sciences,  especially  that  of  medi- 
cine, and  its  associate  branches,  is  felt  to  be  of  great  importance.  The 
Colonization  Society  long  since  discovered  that  the  services  of  educated 
physicians  were  absolutely  necessary  in  the  Colony,  and  gentlemen  of 
liberal  attainments  have,  from  one  period  to  another,  been  sent  there  at 
the  expense  of  the  association.  Dr.  Lugenbell,  who  has  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  managers  and  local  government,  is  about  returning  to  Ame- 
rica, with  his  library,  to  be  succeeded  by  colored  physicians,  by  whom 
medical  books,  plates,  instruments,  pamphlets,  &c,  will  be  very  much 
needed.  Those  who  are  disposed  to  contribute  to  this  desirable  object, 
are  urgently  requested  to  send,  of  their  bibliographical  abundance,  whatever 
they  may  choose,  to  the  office  of  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society, 
3d  story  of  Joy's  Building,  Washington  street,  in  Boston  ;  or,  in  Philadel- 
phia, to  the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  letter  alluded  to  : — 

Colonization  Office,  Boston,  Nov.  9,  1847. 
Dear  Sir, — When  Dr.  J.  W.  Lugenbeel,  whose  name  is  known  to  you, 
went  out  to  Liberia  as  Colonial  Physician,  he  received  instructions 
to  take  several  of  the  young  men  of  that  Commonwealth  as  students 
and  give  them  a  regular  medical  education  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  his 
own  term  of  service  was  fixed  at  three  years,  which  will  soon  expire. 
One  of  his  students,  a  brother  of  Gov.  Roberts,  graduates  at  Pittsfield  this 
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week,  and  will  sail  for  Li' eria  early  in  January  next.  Another  is  now  at 
Pittsfield,  and  will  complete  his  course  of  study  without  interruption.  Dr. 
Lugenbeel  will  soon  return  ;  and,  warned  by  sad  experience,  we  do  not 
intend  to  expose  another  white  physician  to  the  dangers  of  that  climate. 
We  intend  that  the  physicians  whom  he  has  educated,  shall  educate 
others,  and  that  thus  the  science  or  medicine  shall  become  naturalized  in 
Africa.  For  this  purpose,  medical  books  are  indispensable  ;  and  as  Dr. 
Lugenbeel  will  bring  home  his  private  library  when  he  returns,  other 
books  must  be  procured  and  sent  out. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  members  of  the  profession  in  Boston  may 
be  willing  to  supply  this  want,  by  donations  of  books,  or  of  the  means  of 
purchasing.  They  will  know  better  than  we,  what  books,  and  how  many 
are  desirable,  and  what  and  how  many  are  indispensable.  Duplicates  of 
important  works  will  be  very  convenient. 

The  books,  unless  some  other  provision  should  be  made  for  the  owner- 
ship, will  be  the  property  of  the  Society,  to  be  kept  as  a  medical  library,  for 
the  use  of  students  in  such  seminary  or  under  such  private  instruction  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  in  operation  ;  and  also,  to  be  consulted  occasion- 
ally by  practising  physicians. 

In  this  enterprise,  your  advice,  and  if  any  thing  can  be  done,  your  assist- 
ance, is  solicited,  in  behalf  of  the  Society  and  of  medical  science  in  Africa, 
by  Yours,  very  truly,  Joseph  Tracy. 

P.  S. — We  should  be  glad  to  send  out  books  in  January,  with  Dr. 
Roberts  ;  but  such  as  cannot  be  ready  in  season,  may  be  sent  in  the 
Spring. 


Increase  of  Hydropathic  Hospitals. — It  seems  impossible  that  all  the 
water-curing  establishments  now  in  action,  and  those  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness, should  have  sufficient  pecuniary  sustenance  to  keep  them  in  exist- 
ence. Gentlemen  of  property  embark  their  capital  in  them,  as  they  would 
take  stock  in  a  railroad,  for  the  sake  of  the  large  expected  dividends,  not 
caring  a  fig  for  the  patients  beyond  their  ability  to  pay  the  tariff  of  charges 
for  being  watered  inside  and  out.  If  there  were  not  more  than  three  in 
New  England,  there  would  be  a  good  prospect  of  having  custom  enough 
to  make  the  business  profitable  ;  but  under  the  present  aspect  of  affairs, 
some  of  them  must  apparently  terminate  in  heavy  losseso  to  the  proprietors. 
The  same  furor  that  pervades  the  north,  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  hydro- 
pathy, is  beginning  to  be  felt  at  the  south.  At  Green  Spring,  near  Balti- 
more, the  machinery  appears  to  be  in  motion  for  valetudinarians  ;  and  the 
principal  individual  in  the  management,  Dr.  Bode,  has  an  advantage  over 
all  his  predecessors  in  the  United  States,  so  far  as  making  a  favorable  im- 
pression is  at  all  important.  He  advertises  himself  as  having  been  the  pupil 
of  Priessnitz,  of  Grsefenburg,  and  therefore  the  Green  Spring  Institute  will 
for  a  time  bean  immense  favorite,  on  account  of  the  superintendent's  former 
connection  with  the  fountain  of  hydropathical  knowledge  in  Germany. 
To  such  kinds  of  alluring  affixes,  the  owners  of  these  rival  concerns  will 
unquestionably  resort,  to  sustain  their  waning  investments. 


Magnetized  Gold  and  Tonic  Pills. — Human  ingenuity  is  equal  to  the 
demands  of  unsatisfied  ignorance  in  the  matter  of  medicine.    On  looking 
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over  the  catalogue  of  nostrums  which  have  been  in  repute  within  half  a 
dozen  years,  together  with  those  now  enjoying  a  full  measure  of  popularity, 
it  would  seem  almost  impossible  to  edge  a  new  quack  article  into  an  already 
overstocked  New  England  market.  But  the  ever-craving  appetite  of  that 
great  multitude  of  unreflecting  men  and  women,  who  are  always  ready  to 
swallow  down  impositions  under  the  potent  name  of  medicine,  is  scarcely 
satisfied  with  the  variety  offered  for  their  acceptance  ;  and  it  is  a  lamenta- 
ble truth  that  the  patent  medicine  disease  is  extending,  and  the  cunning 
manufacturers  of  depopulating  compounds  are  glorying  in  the  success  of 
their  thousand  and  one  devices  to  physic  the  nation.  At  this  juncture  of 
affairs  in  the  system  of  wholesale  humbuggery,  one  Gridley,  of  Southamp- 
ton, Mass.,  has  marched  boldly  into  the  arena  with  a  new  pill — the 
mightiest  of  all.  Already,  the  lame,  the  halt  and  the  blind,  begin  to  cry 
for  them,  as  the  proprietor  says  of  the  worm  lozenges — yes,  they  will  sell, 
because  there  is  magic  in  the  idea  of  a  golden  pill.  Then  they  are  so 
perfectly  safe,  too,  that  box  upon  box  may  be  taken  with  impunity,  thus 
prolonging  the  pleasure  indefinitely.  Under  the  schedule  of  directions, 
we  read  that  "  An  adult  may  take  one  of  the  gold  pills  after  breakfast  and 
another  after  supper ,  for  fifty  days."  What  an  obvious  improvement  over 
the  antiquated  plan  of  a  dose  once  or  twice  a  week  !  In  a  circular  addressed 
to  physicians,  one  of  which  is  before  us,  are  the  following  statements. 
"  The  base  of  the  gold  pill  is  c^nride  of  gold,  iodine  and  chlorine,  exalted 
nearly  one  hundred  fold  by  galvanic  forces.  They  are  so  powerfully 
magnetic  that  they  generally  quiet  the  nervous  system,  and  in  all  susceptible 
persons  produce  more  or  less  inclination  to  sleep,  of  the  most  pleasant  and 
refreshing  kind.  They  excite  the  organs  of  generation,  are  a  cure  of 
sterility,  arouse  the  system  generally,  permanently  and  safely."  This  quo- 
tation explains  the  abomination  that  lurks  under  the  guise  of  a  golden 

frill.  Before  condemning  the  British  government  for  winking  at  the  vio- 
ation  of  a  wholesome,  righteous  law  of  China,  against  the  habitual  con- 
sumption of  opium  by  the  people,  we  had  better  look  into  the  manner  of 
feeding  the  ignorant  martyrs  to  imaginary  maladies  with  that  seductive 
drug  at  home.  If  morality  is  not  absolutely  put  to  the  blush  by  the  in- 
sinuation in  regard  to  the  specific  effects  of  the  "  golden  pills  "  on  the  pro- 
creative  apparatus,  it  is  enough  to  make  one  ashamed  of  a  state  of  society 
that  tolerates  these  brazen-faced  inroads  upon  decency. 


Voluntary  Loss  of  Muscular  Action.— From  the  Christian  Reflector,  we 
extract  the  annexed  account  of  the  long  disuse  of  one  of  the  limbs  of  the 
human  body.  Many  similar  facts  are  on  record,  illustrative  of  physical 
endurance,  and  of  the  force  of  customs  based  on  false  views  of  religious 
duty  :• — 

"  It  may  seem  incredible,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  there  now 
exists  at  the  Marmandilla  Fank,  in  the  middle  of  the  city  and  island  of 
Bombay,  British  India,  a  human  being  who  has  inhabited  a  summer-house, 
and  held,  on  the  palm  of  his  left  hand,  a  heavy  flower-pot  for  twenty-one 
years  without  intermission.  The  narrator  of  this  circumstance  actually 
saw  the  hermit  (for  such  he  is  called).  The  arm  is  completely  sinew- 
bound  and  shrivelled,  the  nails  of  his  fingers  are  nine  inches  long,  and 
curved  like  the  talons  of  a  bird.  His  beard  nearly  reaches  to  the  ground, 
when  standing  erect. 
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"  While  sitting,  the  man  rests  his  elbow  on  his  knee,  and  wh^n  walk- 
ing he  supports  it  with  the  other  hand.  His  counienance  indicates  intel- 
ligence, and  he  once  had  very  extensive  possessions.  All  he  now  pos- 
sesses is  a  few  rags  round  the  middle  of  his  body,  and  a  servant  who  is 
allowed  to  attend  to  his  immediate  wants,  the  pecuniary  part  of  which  is 
supplied  by  visiters. 

"  Twenty-one  years  ago  he  lost  caste  by  eating  mutton  !  an  indulgence 
in  totally  forbidden  food,  and  was  consequently  condemned  to  hold,  for  30 
years,  a  large  flower-pot  filled  with  earth,  in  which  grows  a  sacred  plant. 
To  lose  caste,  and  not  be  able  to  take  it  up  again,  according  to  the  super- 
stitions of  these  deluded  idolaters,  is  to  incur  the  penalty  of  everlasting 
misery  in  a  future  state.  What  an  example  does  this  poor  deluded  crea- 
ture afford  of  perseverance,  zeal,  courage  and  devotion,  worthy  even  of 
the  highest  cause.  If  he  live  to  redeem  his  caste,  most  likely  he  will 
hereafter  be  set  apart  to  be  worshipped  as  a  god." 


Acid  Nitrate  of  Mercury. — Dr.  Neligan  gives  the  following  as  the 
formula  for  the  preparation  of  this  new  and  useful  application  : — Take  of 
pure  mercurv,  100  parts;  commercial  nitric  acid  (density  about  1380),  200 
parts;  dissolve  the  mercury  in  the  acid  with  the  aid  of  heat,  and  evaporate 
the  solution  until  it  is  reduced  to  225  parts. — St.  Louis  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — In  September  there  were  said  to  be  at  Havana  59 
cases  of  yellow  fever — not  one  of  which  terminated  fatally.  In  the  same 
time  in  1846  there  were  808  cases,  and  only  43  deaths. — The  building  for 
the  Smithsonian  Institute  is  represented  to  be  slowly  going  up  at  Wash- 
ington— a  superb  and  massive  structure,  that  will  cost  twice  as  much 
money  as  was  appropriated. — Yellow  fever  is  still  taking  off  victims  at 
Vera  Cruz. — The  cholera,  in  travelling  east  and  west  in  Russia,  is  unusu- 
ally tardy.  It  is  stated,  in  an  official  report  of  the  Russian  Academy,  that, 
upon  an  average,  every  fourth  person  attacked,  dies. — Dr.  Southwood 
Smith,  of  London,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  sanitary  committee,  were 
recently  engaged  in  examining  witnesses  in  regard  to  the  localities  where 
the  cholera  was  most  prevalent  in  1832. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Tabor's  paper  on  Tobacco,  and  Dr.  Castle's  on  (he  Teeth,  have 
been  received. — We  shall  endeavor  to  comply  with  the  request  of  our  friend  in  Sterling,  111. 


Died.— At  Rockingham,  N.  H.,  Noah  Pratt,  M.D.,  64.— Dr.  John  Hubble,  of  Van  Buren  Co., 
Miss.,  was  murdered  in  the  early  part  of  last  month.  He  was  engaged  in  the  duty  of  family  wor- 
ship, when  he  was  shot  by  some  person  through  the  window,  and  instantly  expired. — In  Liverpool, 
Eng..  A.  Hardwick.  M.D.,  39. — At  Bloomington,  Iowa,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Fitch,  formerly  of  Hudson, 
N.  Y.,  50. — In  Dedham ,  Mass.,  Dr.  Jesse  Wheaton,  84 .—At  Hadley,  Mass.,  Dr.  William  Porter,  64. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  Nov.  13th.  87. — Males,  46 — females,  41. — 
Stillborn,  2.  Of  consumption,  20 — typhus  fever.  13 — disease  of  the  bowels,  5 — dysentery,  4 — 
accidental,  10 — brain  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  3 — pleurisy,  2 — croup.  7 — old  age,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1 
— hemorrhage,  1 — teething,  1 — marasmus,  2 — bronchitis,  1 — quinsy,  1 — disease  of  the  heart.  1  — 
hooping  cough,  1 — debility.  1 — diabetes,  1 — child-bed,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — diarrhoea, 
% — disease  of  the  glands,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — dropsy.  1 — infantile,  1. 

Under  5  years,  21 — between  5  and  20  years,  11 — between  20  and  40  years,  37— between  40 
and  60  years,  13 — over  60  years,  5. 
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A  New  Method  of  bringing  on  Premature  Delivery. — The  German 
journals  contain  the  account  of  a  new  method  of  inducing  premature  labor, 
where  required,  as  practised  by  M.  Cohen,  of  Hamburg.  That  physician 
has  been  led  to  employ  the  subjoined  method  from  noticing  the  power  of 
injections  into  the  uterus,  in  developing  contractions  of  that  organ  ;  and  as 
the  pregnant  uterus  is  in  a  condition  apt  to  contract,  he  thought  injections 
might  be  efficaciously  used,  and  that  without  danger,  to  bring  on  delivery, 
in  those  cases  where  it  is  necessary  the  foetus  should  be  expelled  before  the 
full  term  of  pregnancy. 

In  the  carrying  out  of  his  plan,  M.  Cohen  has  used  a  common  small 
syringe,  holding  from  one  ounce  and  a  half  to  two  ounces  of  liquid,  and 
furnished  with  a  canula  ei^ht  or  nine  inches  in  diameter  at  its  extremity, 
and  curved  like  a  female  catheter.  The  patient  is  placed  on  her  back,  and 
the  pelvis  slightly  raised.  Two  fingers  are  then  passed  into  the  vagina  as 
far  as  the  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus,  in  order  to  guide  the  canula,  which  is 
introduced  between  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterus  and  the  ovum.  The 
free  extremity  of  the  syringe  is  now  lowered  so  as  to  allow  the  canula  to 
glide  under  the  pubic  arch  uniil  it  penetrates  about  two  inches  into  the 
uterus,  and  at  this  point  the  injection  is  begun.  The  fluid  is  injected 
slowly  and  gently,  taking  care  so  to  raise  the  syringe  that  the  extremity  of 
the  canula  may  not  abut  against  the  wall  of  the  uterus,  and  to  vary  its  direction 
whenever  any  obstacle  occurs  to  the  escape  of  the  liquid  ;  the  syringe  is 
also  withdrawn  by  degrees.  Ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  woman  may  get 
up  and  walk  about.  If  at  the  end  of  six  hours  there  is  no  sign  of  approach- 
ing labour,  the  operation  may  be  repeated. 

Dr.  Cohen  has  used  for  injection  tar-water,  which  fluid  he  has  also  em- 
ployed to  diminish  excessive  secretion  from  the  uterine  surface.  The 
author  gives  a  case  in  which  he  resorted  to  this  plan  of  injecting  with  suc- 
cess. It  was  one  of  contracted  pelvis — contracted  in  all  its  diameters,  and 
hardly  equal  in  size  to  that  of  a  young  girl  twelve  years  old.  This  wo- 
man's first  delivery  was  accomplished  by  craniotomy  and  the  forceps;  and 
M.  Cohen  advised,  in  the  case  of  a  second  pregnancy,  to  induce  premature 
labor,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  him,  when  the  woman  was  the  next 
time  with  child,  according  to  the  preceding  plan,  and  after  two  injections 
were  performed,  at  an  interval  of  six  hours.  The  child  was  born  footling, 
and  survived  ;  and  the  mother  had  a  very  favorable  convalescence. 

The  preceding  plan  appears  to  possess  the  advantage  of  inducing  labor 
so  gradually  as  to  allow  of  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  before  the  bursting 
of  the  membranes,  and  the  forcing  against  it  of  the  harder  presenting  part. 
Most  of  the  methods  now  employed  to  bring  on  labor  are  apt  to  cause  very 
sudden  and  violent  contractions,  with  the  almost  immediate  rupture  of  the 
membranes,  which  is  a  disadvantage;  and  therefore,  if  no  objection  seem 
to  attach  to  the  proceeding  of  M.  Cohen,  it  would  be  preferable.  It  has 
this  disadvantage,  that  it  is  not  so  simple  of  execution  as  the  mere  intro- 
duction of  a  catheter  to  rupture  the  membranes,  or  to  separate  them  from 
the  walls  of  the  uterus. 


Just  published,  in  London,  Lectures  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
Deformities,  delivered  at  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Bloomsbury 
square.    By  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R^C.S.E.,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital, 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  TOBACCO  FROM  1625  TO  1640. 
By  S.  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 


"  The  story  of  Tobacco  would  contain  almost  the  whole  politics  of  the  Southern  Colonies  of 
that  age." — Chalmers's  Political  Annals  of  the  Present  United  Colonies,  chap.  5,  p.  129. 
"  Mobilitate  viget.  viresque  acquirit  eundo  5 
Parva  metu  prim6.  mox  sese  attollit  in  auras  ; 

Ingrediturque  solo,  et  caput  inter  nubila  condit." — JEneid,  lib.  iv.,  175-177. 

Having,  in  some  of  the  previous  volumes  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  traced  the  curious  history  of  tobacco  from  the  year 
149-2.  when  Christopher  Columbus  and  his  crew  were  astonished  at  its 
fumigation  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,*  to  the  death  of  the  "royal 
pamphleteer,"  as  the  antiquary  Oldys  quaintly  terms  James  I.,  of  Eng- 
land, t  we  propose,  in  the  present  paper,  to  continue  the  narrative  to  a 
still  later  period. 

Charles  the  First  ascended  the  English  throne  March  27th,  16:25,  and 
the  very  next  month,  April  9th,  he  issued  a  Proclamation  de  Herbd  JNi- 
cotiana.t  in  which  he  repeated  his  father's  prohibition  of  all  tobacco 
which  was  not  of  the  growth  of  his  own  dominions,  and  forbade  its 
planting  in  either  England  or  Ireland.  Indeed  this  tyrannical  monarch, 
by  a  succession  of  edicts,  continued  during  the  whole  time  he  was  in 
possession  of  power,  attempted  to  increase  the  revenue  his  father  had  de- 
rived from  this  source. 

At  this  time  the  Virginia  Company,  in  London,  had  raised  a  capital  of 
£•200.000,  and  might  have  proceeded  more  prosperously  than  they  had 
hitherto  done,  but  for  the  continuation  of  the  quarrels  which  had  divided 
them.  Disgusted  with  this  state  of  contention,  many  of  the  stockholders 
sold  out  their  shares,  while  others  emigrated  with  their  families  and  ser- 
vants to  the  colony  itself.  Charles  made  their  disagreements  a  pretext 
for  taking  the  business  into  his  own  control,  and  proceeded  to  establish  a 
royal  government.^.    This  he  did,  in  the  approved  style  of  his  father, 

*  Primer  Viage  de  Colon,  printed  in  Navaretle's  Collection  de  Yiages  y  Descubrimientos  que 
hicieron  per  mar  los  Espaiioles  desde  fines  del  Sisflo  xv.,  &c.  torn.  i.  p.  51. 

t  The  Works  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh.  Kt.,  now  first  collected  :  to  which  is  prefixed  the  Lives  of 
the  author  by  Oldys  and  Birch,  vol.  i.  p.  76. 

t  R  mer's  Foedera.  Conventiones.  Litterae  et  cujus  cumque  Generis  Acta  Publica  inter  Reges 
Angfce,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  19. 

6  Burner's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  18. 
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by  proclamation,  and  after  setting  forth  the  ills  of  a  government  "  con- 
sisting of  a  multitude  of  persons  of  various  dispositions,  amongst  whom 
the  greatest  affairs  are  ruled  by  a  majority  of  votes  /"  he  goes  on  to 
"  ordain  that  the  government  of  Virginia  shall  immediately  depend  on 
ourself,"  declares  that  nobody  shall  buy  any  of  their  tobacco  but  himself 
and  graciously  adds,  "  to  avoid  all  differences  between  the  planters  and 
adventurers  themselves,  we  resolve  to  take  the  same  into  our  own  hands, 
and  to  give  such  prices  for  the  same  as  may  give  reasonable  satisfaction, 
whereof  we  will  determine  at  better  leisure." 

Having  thus  determined  to  monopolize  the  trade  in  this  staple,  and 
turned  himself  into  a  royal  tobacco  merchant,  Charles  next  set  himself 
about  increasing  the  number  of  workmen  on  his  plantations,  and  there- 
fore granted  lands  upon  a  quit  rent  of  two  shillings  per  annum  for  each 
hundred  acres.  These  terms  were  indeed  easy,  and  many  respectable 
families  were  induced  to  emigrate.  His  schemes,  however,  to  make  him- 
self the  sole  tobacco  factor  for  the  entire  American  Colonies,  were  not  so 
successful  as  he  desired,  and  accordingly,  early  in  1627,  he  fulminated 
another  regal  proclamation  with  the  same  design  of  securing  the  undi- 
vided monopoly  of  this  profitable  traffic.  By  this  edict  he  commissioned 
certain  aldermen,  and  others,  of  London,  "  to  seize  all  foreign  tobacco, 
not  of  the  growth  of  Virginia  or  Bermudas,  for  his  benefit,"  and  also 
"  to  buy  up  for  his  use  all  the  tobacco  coming  from  the  said  plantations, 
and  to  sell  the  same  for  his  benefit."*  But  notwithstanding  this,  he  grant- 
ed his  permission  the  very  same  month  to  import  fifty  thousand  pounds 
of  Spanish  tobacco,  specifying  that  he  would  buy  the  same  and  re-sell 
it  to  his  liege  subjects.")*  London  was  made  the  only  mart  through 
which  tobacco  could  be  imported,  and  as  the  w7eed  was  still  sown  in 
England,  in  spite  of  his  proclamations,  he  renewed  his  thunders  and 
prohibitions,  of  so  heinous  an  act,  and  enjoined  the  plucking  up  of  all 
that  was  growing. 

On  the  30th  of  March  of  the  same  year,  a  fresh  ordinance  command- 
ed the  entire  colonial  product  to  be  sealed  in  exact  accordance  to  the 
royal  directions.  "  No  person,"  said  this  instrument,*]:  "  shall  henceforth 
buy  any  tobacco  here  but  from  our  commissioners  ;  which  tobacco  shall 
be  sealed  or  stamped  ;  and  when  sold  again,  a  note  shall  be  made, 
expressing  the  time  when  bought,  and  the  quantity  and  quality  thereof." 
On  the  9th  of  the  following  August,  in  accordance  with  edicts  of  the 
former  reign,  a  special  license  was  required  to  enable  any  person  to  im- 
port tobacco,  and  even  that  was  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  royal  use, 
at  his  own  estimate  of  a  "  reasonable  price. A  disregard  of  these 
decrees  was  matter  for  the  Star  Chamber — that  pander  to  the  despotism 
of  the  Stewarts — and  received  the  measure  of  its  penalties.  Such  laws 
led  to  frequent  and  earnest  discussion  in  America,  and  caused  the  people 

*  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  831. 

t  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  848,  A  Proclamation  touching  Tobacco. 
X  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  88G,  De  Proclamatione  de  Signatione  de 
Tobacco. 

§  Rymer's  Foedera.  Conventiones,  &c.  torn,  xviii.  p.  920,  De  Proclamatione  pro  Ordinatione  de 
Tobacco. 
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of  Virginia,  in  particular,  to  consider  the  extent  of  their  rights,  their 
privileges  of  trade,  and  their  connection  with  a  trans-Atlantic  king. 

The  first  recognition  of  a  representative  assembly  in  America,  by  a 
British  monarch,  grew  out  of  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  and  the  avarice 
of  the  crown  in  respect  to  that  herb.  On  the  16th  of  June,  1628, 
Charles  I.  wrote  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,  desiring  to 
purchase  the  whole  tobacco  crop,  and  directed  them  to  lay  his  proposi- 
tion before  the  assembled  burgesses.*  This  representative  body  boldly 
refused  to  accede  to  the  king's  wishes,  and  determined  to  withhold  their 
consent  to  his  becoming  the  sole  factor  of  the  colonial  staple.  On  the 
26th  of  March,  1629,  they  protested  against  it  with  decision  and  firm- 
ness, and  not  only  the  burgesses  themselves  put  their  signatures  to  the  pro- 
test, but  it  was  likewise  signed  by  the  governor  and  council.  These  pro- 
ceedings prevented  the  monarch's  project  from  taking  effect,  and  left  him 
only  his  old  weapons  of  proclamations  and  decrees.  These  he  used  with 
considerable  vigor,  and  so  far  as  royal  ordinance,  and  royal  excise  officers 
could  do  it,  London  was  constituted  the  only  mart  for  American  tobacco. 
The  proclamation  relating  particularly  to  this  point  bears  the  date  of 
January  6,  1630,f  and  Rushworth  mentions  another  of  August  10th, 
succeeding,  "to  prevent  abuses  growing  by  the  unordered  retailing  of 
tobacco."J 

Thus  was  this  plant,  so  humble  in  its  origin,  so  despised  in  its  initial 
progress,  and  *o  hated  and  denounced  as  soon  as  the  celerity  of  its 
magic  innovations  was  observed,  finding  almost  constant  use  for  the 
thoughts  and  wits  of  the  British  court,  and  notwithstanding  the  trouble- 
some and  revolutionary  times  of  the  first  Charles,  making  the  most  promi- 
nent topic  of  English  legislation.  Well  may  Virgil's  lines  concerning 
Rumor,  which  we  have  chosen  as  an  epigraph  to  this  paper,  be  applied 
to  tobacco  : — 

"  Swift  from  (he  first ;  and  every  moment  brings 
New  vigor  to  her  flights,  new  pinions  to  her  wings. 
Soon  grows  the  pigmy  to  gigantic  size  ; 
Her  feet  on  earth,  her  forehead  in  the  skies."$ 

Charles  I.,  however,  was  not  converted  to  the  use  of  tobacco  by  the 
revenue  he  received  from  it,  but  seems  to  have  participated  in  the  person- 
al dislike  of  his  father  to  the  weed,  for  when,  during  Lent  of  this  year, 
he  was  entertained  at  Cambridge,  it  was  ordered  "  that  no  tobacco  be 
taken  in  the  Hall,  nor  anywhere  else  publiquely."|| 

The  attempts  of  Charles  to  regulate  the  trade  in  tobacco  so  that  he 
might  reap  the  profits  therefrom,  though  not  so  successful  as  he  wish|ed, 
were  pursued  without  relaxation,  and  with  the  more  zeal  on  account  of 
refractory  parliaments  not  voting  him  supplies  in  accordance  with  his 

*  Hening's  Sta(utes  at  Large  ;  being  a  Collection  of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia,  from  the  First 
Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1619,  vol.  i.  p.  129. 

f  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn.  xix.  p.  235,  A  Proclamation  concerning  Tobacco. 

t  Historical  Collections  of  Private  MaUers  of  State,  Weig-hty  Matters  in  Law,  &c.  vol.  iii. 
p.  191. 

§  Dryden's  Virgil,  vol.  i.  p.  246. 

||  The  Progresses,  Processions,  and  Magnificent  Festivities  of  King  James  the  First,  &c.,  by 
John  Nichols.  F.  S.  A.,  vol.  iii.  p.  44-. 
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desires.  From  1630,  till  his  power  passed  into  other  and  better  hands, 
proclamations  were  continually  added  to  the  royal  archives,  all  having 
the  unjust  end  of  preying  upon  the  industry  of  the  tobacco  planters. 

About  this  time  the  French  also  commenced  laying  duties  upon  to- 
bacco, and  from  the  small  imposition  of  thirty  sols,  first  placed  upon  a 
pound,  in  1629,*  has  grown  the  "  regie  "  of  the  present  day,  from 
which,  in  1844,  the  government  realized  the  enormous  sum  of  102,000,000 
francs.f 

In  Persia,  too,  where  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  then  was,  the  severest  pun- 
ishments visited  those  who  brought  tobacco  into  the  empire.  He  says 
that  during  his  residence  in  Persia  forty  camels  came  from  India  laden 
with  tobacco,  and  as  Mamet  Ally-Beg,  the  grand  vizier,  had  neither  his 
mouth  stopped  by  a  generous  portion  of  the  cargo,  or  his  eyes  covered 
with  broad  gold  pieces,  he  discovered  the  whole.  But  Herbert  narrates 
the  circumstance  in  so  naive  a  manner,  that  the  account  deserves  to 
be  given  in  his  own  words  : — "  For  it  seems/'  he  says,  "  that  forty 
camels  entering  loaden  with  tobacco  out  of  India  (the  drivers  being  igno- 
rant of  a  late  prohibition,  the  king  sometimes  commanding  and  re- 
straining as  reasons  of  state  invited),  Mamet  Ally-Beg,  the  favorite, 
(wanting  his  cash),  commanded  the  penalty  to  be  executed,  which  was 
to  crop  their  ears  and  snip  their  noses  :  offering  withal  to  his  angry 
justice  a  dismissal  of  forty  load  of  tobacco  which  was  put  into  a  deep 
hole  that  served  as  a  pipe,  and  being  inflamed,  in  a  black  vapor  gave 
the  citizens  gratis  for  two  whole  days  and  nights  an  unpleasing  incense."J 

In  J  631,  when  the  "  invincible  Gustavus  Adolphus,  the  Lion  of  the 
North,"^  as  Captain  Dugald  Dalgetty  usually  styled  the  celebrated 
Swedish  monarch,  was  pursuing  his  career  of  triumph  and  victory  in 
Germany,  and  was  vanquishing  the  most  illustrious  Austrian  generals, 
his  troops  introduced  the  custom  of  smoking  tobacco  into  the  region  they 
conquered. ||  These  soldiers  had  learned  to  solace  their  military  fatigues 
with  the  fumes  of  the  Nicotian  herb,  and  the  smoke  of  their  pipes  was 
as  potent  in  subjecting  the  tastes  of  the  Germans  to  the  new  luxury  as 
were  their  carabines  in  enforcing  personal  submission.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  margravateof  Meissen  enthusiastically  adopted  the  habit,1F  and  the 
event  was  commemorated  by  paintings  on  some  excellent  specimens  of 
Misnian  porcelain  still  preserved  in  Stockholm.**  The  Swedes  and 
Germans  were  represented  as  partaking  the  gratification  together,  and  the 
pipe  was  figured  as  playing  the  part  of  a  European  calumet,  or  a  mo- 
dern caduceus  or  Mercury. 

In  1632  Sir  George   Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  obtained  a  charter, 


*  Diderot  et  L'Alembert's  Encyclopedic,  ou  Dictionnaire  Raisonne"  des  Sciences,  des  Arts  et 
des  Metiers,  torn.  xv.  p.  754. 

|  Nouveau  Manuel  Complet  du  Fabricant  et  dePAmateur  de  Tabac,  chap.  i.p.  7. 
%  Some  Years'  Travell  into  Divers  Parts,  &c.  p.  211. 
§  A  Legend  of  Montrose,  chap.  xii.  p.  35. 

||  Pensees  sur  l'Agriculture  des  Allemands,  par  Blasco  De  Lanzi,  p.  397. 

IT  Histoire  Admirable  des  Plantes  et  Herbes  esmerveillables  et  Miraeuleuses  en  Nature,  par 
Michel  Du  Roure,  p.  506. 
**  Kohlner's  Kertniss  der  Handwerke  und  Fabriken,  Band  ii.  seite  222. 
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said  to  have  been  written  by  himself,  of  a  portion  of  American  territory 
north  of  the  Potomac,  afterwards  called  Maryland,  from  Henrietta  Maria, 
daughter  of  Voltaire's  hero  of  the  Henriade,  the  wife  of  Charles  I.,  and 
herself  a  Catholic.  In  this  colony  from  its  very  commencement,  to- 
bacco was  assiduously  cultivated,  and  was,  as  in  Virginia,  its  great 
staple.* 

In  1633,  October  13th,  Charles  I.  put  forth  another  of  his  edicts 
in  relation  to  this  product.  The  ordinance  was  entitled,  "  A  Proclama- 
tion for  preventing  of  the  abuses  growing  by  the  unordered  Retailing  of 
Tobacco,"f  and  was  preceded,  in  the  March  previous,  by  one  entitled, 
"  A  Proclamation  restraining  the  abusive  Venting  of  Tobacco,"  by 
which  it  was  decreed  "  that  none  but  respectable  and  substantial  traders 
shall  retail  the  same ;  of  whom  a  catalogue  shall  be  made  for  each  city 
and  town." J  He  afterwards  expressly  prohibits  "  all  keepers  of  taverns, 
alehouses,  inns,  victualling  houses,  strong-water  sellers,  &ic,  from  retail- 
ing tobacco."  On  the  9th  of  May,  1634,  he  issued  a  "  Proclamation 
concerning  the  landing  of  Tobacco,  and  also  forbidding  the  Planting 
thereof  in  the  King's  Dominions. The  custom-house  quay  at  Lon- 
don was  the  only  piace  where  it  could  be  legally  landed,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent "  the  defrauding  of  his  Majesty  of  the  duty  thereon." 

The  object  of  all  these  laws  was  the  same  we  have  already  seen,  and 
upon  which  we  have  commented.  They  were  oppressive  and  cruel, 
and  were  not  popular  in  either  England  or  America.  The  imposts 
weighed  hard  in  both  countries,  and  advantaged  no  one  but  the  king. 
The  prohibition  he  issued  to  forbid  the  planters  of  Virginia  from  selling 
tobacco  to  any  person  save  certain  commissioners  appointed  by  himself, 
and  who  purchased  for  him,  was  justly  obnoxious  to  the  colonists.  "  They 
had  the  cruel  mortification,"  says  Robertson, ||  (:  to  behold  the  sovereign, 
who  should  have  afforded  them  protection,  engross  all  the  profits  of  their 
industry,  by  seizing  the  only  valuable  commodity  which  they  had  to  vend, 
and  retaining  the  monopoly  of  it  in  his  own  hands." 

Having  in  so  despotic  a  manner  monopolized  the  tobacco  trade,  it  is 
not  wonderful  that  besides  the  taxes,  the  colonial  planters  had  to  suffer 
from  the  knavery  and  extortion  of  English  merchants.  If  Charles  told  a 
tithe  of  truth  in  his  proclamations  this  was  greatly  the  case,  and  he  took 
advantage  of  the  circumstance  as  a  means  of  still  further  oppression.  He 
issued  a  Commission  to  Sir  William  Russell,  Knight,  and  others,  in 
which  he  says  the  merchants  and  shopkeepers  had  made  a  prey  of  the 
American  colonies,  forcing  them  to  pay  fifty  or  sixty  pounds'  weight  of 
tobacco  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  with  such  like  unconscionable  advantages  in 
several  other  merchandizes,"  thus  obliging  them  to  mortgage  their  crops 
beforehand,  and  compelling  them,  as  Charles  says,  "  not  only  to  petition 
for  abatement  of  the  royal  customs  and  imposts,  but  in  extreme  necessity 

*  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.p.  252. 
t  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn.  xix.  p.  724. 
\  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn.  xix.  p.  522. 
§  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &o.  torn.  xix.  p.  553. 
||  History  of  the  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  America,  book  ix.  p.  418. 


334 


Historical  Sketch  of  Tobacco. 


to  beg  their  bread  from  door  to  door,  without  any  help  or  relief  from  the 
said  merchants  and  shopkeepers."*  For  these  reasons  he  claimed  "  the  sole 
preemption  of  the  tobacco  growing  upon  the  said  plantations,  and  that  at 
such  rates  and  prices  as  shall  be  found  fitt."  This  law  placed  the  plant- 
ers entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  king  ;  but  still  his  measures  did  not  alto- 
gether succeed  to  his  mind,  because  the  public  voice  was  against  them 
both  in  England  and  America.  The  hindrances  and  obstructions  he  experi- 
enced induced  him  afterwards  to  invent  another  expedient  by  which  the 
interests  of  England  were  conciliated,  and  which  was  comparatively  suc- 
cessful.   Of  this  policy  we  shall  hereafter  speak. 

The  year  1634  produced  laws  injurious  to  tobacco  dealers  and  consum- 
ers in  other  countries  as  well  as  the  British  dominions.  The  Grand  Duke 
of  Muscovy,  Michael  Fedorowitsch,  seeing  that  the  capital  of  his  king- 
dom, built  of  wooden  houses,  had  been  consumed  almost  entirely  by  a 
fire,  occasioned,  as  was  supposed,  by  imprudent  smokers,  who  went  to  bed 
with  pipes  in  their  mouths,  he  prohibited  the  importation  of  tobacco  and 
its  use  in  all  his  territories.  For  the  first  offence  the  punishment  was  the 
bastinado,  or  knout,  a  very  cruel  punishment  in  Russia  ;  for  the  second 
offence  was  the  penalty  of  having  the  nose  cut  off ;  and  the  third  was  for- 
bidden under  pain  of  death. f 

The  same  year  Amurath  or  Murad  IV.,  surnamed  Ghazi,  or  the 
Valiant,  by  the  Turks,  and  of  whose  singularities  and  cruelties,  while  at 
the  head  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  they  preserve  so  many  relations,  en- 
tered the  lists  against  the  herb,  and  in  doing  so  displayed  himself  as  em- 
phatically one  of  those  persons  whom  Butler  describes,!  that 

"  Compound  for  sins  they  are  inclined  to 
By  damning  those  they  have  no  mind  to." 

He  notoriously  and  openly  violated  all  the  restrictions  of  the  Koran  and 
Mahometan  religion  concerning  wine,  and  not  only  drank  it  in  excessive 
quantities,  but  authorized  its  public  sale  and  use  among  all  classes  by  an 
express  edict.  On  the  other  hand,  to  make  amends  with  Heaven,  he 
waged  a  furious  war  against  opium,  coffee  and  tobacco.  Their  use  he 
punished  with  immediate  death,  and  their  respective  consumers  turned 
pale  at  the  mention  of  his  name,  while  his  presence  caused  them  to  fall 
into  fits.^  Paul  Rycant,  speaking  of  him,  says,  "  But  what  was  most 
strange  was  his  horrid  aversion  to  tobacco,  the  taking  of  which  by  any 
person  whatsoever  he  forbid  upon  pain  of  death  ;  which  sentence  he  so 
vigorously  executed,  that  he  caused  the  legs  and  arms  of  two  men,  one 
that  sold  tobacco,  and  the  other  that  took  it,  to  be  sawed  off,  and  in  that 
manner  exposed  to  the  view  of  the  people  ;  he  also  caused  two  others,  a 
man  and  a  woman,  to  be  impaled  alive,  for  the  same  offence,  with  a  roll 
of  tobacco  around  their  necks." || 

From  1634  to  1640  a  number  of  proclamations  were  issued,  by  the 

*  Rymer's  Foedera,  Conventiones,  &c.  torn.  xix.  p.  560. 

f  Diderot  et  d'Alembert's  Encyclopedic,  ou  Dictionnaire,  &c.  torn-  xv.  p,  754. 

+  Hudibras,  p.  15. 

§  Mocquet's  Voyage  d'ltalie,  du  Levant,  &c.  p.  109- 
||  The  History  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  &c.  p.  59. 
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British  monarch,  designed  to  restrict  and  monopolize  the  culture  and 
trade  of  tobacco  in  such  a  manner  as  to  redound  to  the  king's  own  profit. 
In  Jefferson's  Chronological  Memoranda,  relative  to  the  history  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  titles  of  such  are  given  as  had  fallen  under  his  observation,  and 
they  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  excellent  work  he  wrote  upon  his 
own  State.* 

In  1640,  after  having  testily  dissolved  one  Parliament,  Charles  I.  was 
compelled  to  call  another,  and  that  was  the  celebrated  Long  Parliament, 
to  w  hich  the  English  nation,  America,  and  the  world,  are  so  much  in- 
debted. One  of  the  early  acts  of  that  parliament  was  the  impeachment 
of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  "the  wicked  Earl,"f  as  Pym  correctly  branded 
him,  the  pander  to  royal  profligacy  and  tyranny,  the  bought  apostate  and 
enemy  of  the  people.  Among  other  transactions,  he  was  active  in  ad- 
vising and  enforcing  the  various  laws  concerning  tobacco  which  were 
promulgated  by  the  master  who  had  purchased  him.  He  wished  to  con- 
firm the  despotism  of  Charles,  make  his  prerogative  preeminent  even  in 
private  suits,  and  give  him  the  means  of  raising  any  amount  of  money  or 
men  independent  of  all  control  but  his  own  will.  It  was  not  wonderful, 
then,  that  both  Charles  and  Strafford  should  care  little  how  much  they 
oppressed  the  Virginia  planters,  provided  they  could  receive  large  imposts 
from  their  tobacco.  The  apostate  Thomas  Wentworth,  however,  did  not 
obey  the  laws  recommended  ;  while  he  punished  others  for  their  infrac- 
tion, he  broke  them  shamefully  himself.  The  impartial  Rush  worth  gives 
an  account  of  the  trial  of  this  nobleman,  and  upon  this  point  says  :  — 
"  Mr.  Maynard  did  begin  to  open  the  12th  article,  which  was  read.  That 
he  did  import  tobacco  himself,  and  restrained  others  ;  forced  the  subjects 
to  sell  their  commodity  at  low  and  undervalues,  because  they  could  not 
import  it  without  a  license,  and  when  himself  had  bought  it  at  low  rates,  he 
sold  it  at  excessive  great  rates;  so  that  he  hath  made  near  £100,000 
profit  by  his  monopoly. "J  He  was  justly  sentenced,  as  will  clearly  ap- 
pear when  historians  are  untrammeled  by  monarchical  laws,  monarchical 
public  opinion,  and  monarchical  readers. 

In  Virginia,  in  163S,  there  was  much  distress  among  the  colonists  in 
consequence  of  the  unjustifiable  and  tyrannical  legal  interference  with 
the  culture  and  trade  in  tobacco.  The  laws  of  Charles  I.  bore  oppres- 
sively upon  them,  and  rendered  the  value  of  the  staple  fluctuating  and  un- 
certain. In  this  state  of  affairs,  Sir  Francis  Wyatt,  who  was  then  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  his  council,  and  the  burgesses,  convened  together, 
January  6, 1639,  to  consider  what  should  be  done  "  to  disengage  them- 
selves of  such  debts  as  they  were  plunged  into."<§>  They  accordingly  enact- 
ed that  all  the  tobacco  planted  in  1639  should  be  u  absolutely  destroyed 
and  burned,  excepting  and  reserving  so  much  in  equal  proportion  for  each 
planter  as  shall  make  in  the  whole  the  just  quantity  of  twelve  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  of  tobacco,  the  absolute  best  of  the  said  tobacco  and  no  more." 

*  Notes  on  Virginia,  p.  241-249. 

t  Some  Account  of  the  English  Regicides,  &c.  p.  116. 

t  The  Tryal  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford,  &c,  faithfully  collected,  and  impartially  published, 
without  observation  or  reflection,  p.  402-415. 
$  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  226. 
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They  also  proceeded  to  alter  the  scale  of  debts,  directly  and  without  pre- 
varication. It  was  enacted  that  "  no  man  need  pay  more  than  two 
thirds  of  his  debt  during  the  stint ; "  and  it  was  ordained  that  creditors 
should  discharge  their  claims  on  debtors  upon  payment  of  "  forty  pounds 
of  tobacco  for  a  hundred."*  Judges  Brockenbrough  and  Holmes  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  this  proceeding,!  and  it  was  certainly  more  honor- 
able than  debasing  the  coin  or  corrupting  the  currency  by  issues  of  paper. 
In  pursuance  of  their  views,  the  governor  and  burgesses  appointed  "  men 
of  experience  and  integrity  for  the  careful  viewing  of  each  man's  crop  of 
tobacco,"  who,  under  oath,  and  obliged  by  penalties  to  avoid  neglect, 
were  ordered  to  see  that  the  law  for  destroying  the  plant  was  carried  into 
effect.  The  same  statute  likewise  enacted  that  for  the  years  1640  and 
1641,  "  such  restraint  be  had  in  planting  as  that  there  be  planted  and 
made  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  the  like  absolute  tobacco,  and 
no  more ;  and  if  there  be  any  tobacco  over  and  beside  the  said  quantity, 
that  it  shall  yearly  be  absolutely  destroyed,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
abatement  aforesaid."  There  is  afterwards  allowed,  however,  the  raising 
of  an  additional  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  "  for  the  de- 
fraying of  all  public  charges  and  impositions. "J 

The  consequence  of  this  legislation  upon  the  progress  of  tobacco,  and 
even  upon  the  government  and  interests  of  the  American  Colonies,  the  perse- 
cutions the  herb  began  about  this  time  to  sustain  in  New  England,  the 
anathemas  and  edicts  which  still  pursued  it  in  other  countries,  and  the  tri- 
umphs it  achieved  over  popes,  kings,  councils,  and  assemblies,  vanquish- 
ing all  its  enemies  whether  ecclesiastical  or  secular,  and  confronting  with  the 
same  boldness  and  success  the  cross,  the  crescent,  and  the  sceptre,  must 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  article.  And  if,  Mr.  Editor,  any  of  the  graver 
doctores  medicince  who  patronize  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
regard  these  therapeutical  episodes  as  not  sufficiently  practical,  and  as  by 
no  means  precise  exponents  of  the  modus  operandi  of  tobacco's  medical 
agency — if  they  shall  exclaim,  with  magisterial  tone,  "  to  what  purpose 
is  all  this — how  is  the  profession  to  be  made  more  efficient  by  this  talk?" 
— I  would  answer,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  most  charming  of  Ameri- 
can writers,  "  Alas !  is  there  not  wisdom  enough  extant  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  world  ?  And  if  not,  are  there  not  thousands  of  abler  pens 
laboring  for  its  improvement  ?  It  is  so  much  pleasanter  to  please  than  to 
instruct — to  play  the  companion  rather  than  the  preceptor  !  "<§> 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH  — NO.  HI, 

By  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  N.  York. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  the  second  class  of  teeth  in  the  order  of  dental 
pathology — the  yellowish  white  teeth.    This  group  is  found  in  individuals 

*  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  225.  226. 

t  Cases,  chiefly  relating  to  the  Penal  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  copied  from  the  Records  of 
the  General  Court,  &c.  p.  588. 

%  Hening's  Stalutes  at  Large,  &c.  loc.  cit. 

§  Washington  Irving's  Sketch  Book,  vol.  ii.  p.  80. 
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of  the  nervo-sanguineous  temperament,  and  is  liable  to  the  same 
affections  as  the  first  class — the  transparent  amber-like  depositions, 
however,  less  frequently  occurring,  and  then  only  upon  the  "  abrasions  " 
or  worn  surfaces  of  the  manducating  faces.  Containing  an  excess  of 
lime,  compared  with  the  first  class,  they  are  whiter  in  color,  and  possess 
lees  density  in  their  structure  ;  consequently  they  are  much  more  delicate 
in  their  nature.  The  first  class  can  with  difficulty  be  cut  by  the  several 
dental  instruments  ;  these,  on  the  contrary,  while  they  retain  a  certain 
degree  of  hardness,  more  readily  yield  to  these  mechanical  applications. 
They  decay  more  rapidly,  the  mortified  portion  being  moist,  sometimes 
soft,  of  a  dirty  brownish  color,  whilst  in  the  first  class,  the  decayed  sub- 
stance is  comparatively  dry,  rough,  and  stringent  upon  the  tongue,  and 
somewhat  resembles  the  debris  of  the  tan-pit.  Nor  are  they  so  firmly 
fixed  in  their  sockets,  as  those  of  the  preceding  class.  The  denies  sapi- 
entice  of  the  first  class  make  their  appearance  invariably  sound  :  those  of 
the  second  class  most  generally  with  caries  in  their  centre.  The  clefts  or 
fissures  are  more  numerous  in  this  than  in  the  first  group.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  uncommon  to  find  two  or  more  caries  in  the  same  tooth,  circumscrib- 
ed to  be  sure,  but  deep  seated  near  the  nerve.  The  molar  teeth,  and  fre- 
quently, with  them,  the  cuspidati,  thus  being  implicated  in  this  species  of 
affection,  the  acid  and  putrefied  matter  contained  in  these  cells  or  cavities,  in 
combination  with  atmospheric  agents  and  temperature,  irritates  the  ner- 
vous pulp,  and  is  the  exciting  cause  of  inflammatory  action.  The 
"  toothache "  necessarily  follows,  in  the  sub-acute  form,  however,  but 
when  these  internal  vital  portions  of  the  teeth  become  exposed  to  the  direct 
action  of  these  various  agents,  acute  inflammatory  action  supervenes,  and 
the  intense  pain  attending  it.  Until  the  discovery  of  destroying  the  pulp 
and  nervous  membranes  by  the  application  of  the  oxidum  arsenici,  or 
the  arsenias  kali,  made  by  the  eminent  surgeon  dentist,  S.  Spooner,  M.D., 
of  this  city,  and  by  him  immediately  made  known  to  the  profession,  these 
teeth  were  extracted  and  lost  to  the  animal  economy.  The  cuspidati  and 
incisors  remain  sound  till  a  late  period  of  life.  When  they  yield,  the  in- 
ferior incisors  are  the  last  to  give  way. 

An  affection  of  these  two  classes  of  teeth,  generally  known  in  the  no- 
menclature of  dental  diseases,  and  vulgarly  called  "  scurvy  in  the  gums," 
I  have  classed  with  these  groups  in  contra-distinction  with  those  that  fol- 
low, because  I  consider  it  to  be  in  fact  gomphiasis,  in  consequence  of  the 
absorption  of  the  alveoli  and  their  processes — the  exciting  cause  being  a 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  lining  periosteum  of  the  alveoli  and  the  den- 
tal periosteum,  reflected  on  the  fangs  of  the  teeth.  There  is  consequently 
a  loss  of  tone  in  the  substance  of  the  gums,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  super- 
induce suppuration. 

The  proximate  cause  of  this  affection  may  be  traced,  no  doubt,  to  neg- 
lect and  uncleanliness,  which  may  be  known  by  the  film  of  loose,  viscid, 
corrugated  and  disorganized  mucous  membrane,  covering  the  gums,  which 
give  to  them  a  peculiarly  unhealthy  appearance.  The  tooth  brush — like 
the  towel  when  applied  to  the  finger  nails  and  their  margins,  preventing 
those  painful  appendages  known  as  "  hang-nails" — removes  this  irritating 
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matter  ;  as  it  also  does,  by  its  friction,  the  flaccidity  and  sponginess  of 
the  gums,  and  the  jelly-like  appearance  of  the  edges  and  the  points  of 
the  gums  extending  between  and  filling  up  the  interstices  of  the  teeth. 
The  remote  cause  sometimes  arises  from  a  common  "  cold,"  and  after  a 
few  days  of  suffering,  the  gums  return  to  their  usual  healthy  state. 

When  the  remote  cause  of  gomphiasis  is  either  gastric  or  constitutional 
irritation,  the  periosteum  becomes  thickened,  and,  as  will  be  perceived, 
occupies  more  space,  and  thereby  pushes  up  the  teeth  from  their  sockets, 
so  that  they  feel  as  if  they  did  not  belong  to  their  positions.  The  jaws 
closing  upon  them  in  the  act  of  manducation  and  deglutition,  press  them 
down  upon  the  periosteum,  and  this  mechanical  irritation  exciting  the  ac- 
tion of  the  lymphatics,  they  gradually  destroy  and  absorb  the  superior 
edges  of  the  alveoli,  whilst  the  gums,  losing  the  support  of  these  process- 
es, recede,  thereby  exposing  the  necks  and  part  of  the  fangs  of  the  teeth. 
The  thickened  sides  of  the  dental  periosteum  and  that  lining  the  alveoli, 
coming  in  contact,  adhere,  and  become  indurated  or  cartilaginous  ;  and  thus 
permanently  remaining,  the  teeth  cannot  return,  and  they  remain  a  conside- 
rable distance  beyond  the  natural  line,  so  that,  whilst  heretofore  the  orna- 
ment of  the  "  human  face  divine,"  they  now  present  an  elongated  disfigure- 
ment,often  projecting  beyond  the  external  line  of  the  lips — thegums,  all  this 
time,  being,  either  separately  or  all  in  combination,  tender,  flabby,  spongy, 
and  bleeding  upon  the  slightest  touch  of  any  substance,  the  tooth  brush, 
or  even  in  the  process  of  masticating  the  food.  Ultimately,  the  perioste- 
um becomes  thickened,  and  the  teeth  loosened,  to  such  an  extent,  that 
they  irritate  and  re-act  upon  each  other — these  remote  and  excit- 
ing causes  producing  an  inflammatory  action,  thus  keeping  up  their  de- 
structive agencies,  too  often  assisted  by  that  abomination  to  the  dental 
family,  the  "  tooth  pick,"  until  the  teeth  severally  fall  from  the  jaws,  in  a 
perfectly  sound  state.  Previous  to  this  finale,  and  co-existent  with  this 
affection  of  the  molar  teeth,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  absorption  of 
the  gums  and  alveoli  below  the  bifurcation  of  the  fangs  of  the  teeth,  su- 
perinduces periostitis,  and  causes  very  acute  pain,  equalling  in  intensity 
any  neuralgic  paroxysm  (for  which  it  is  often  mistaken).  More  frequently, 
it  is,  as  it  were,  a  dull  rheumatic  pain  in  the  maxillary  and  malar  bones 
and  the  temporal  region  extending  to  the  ear,  which  has  been  treated  as 
being  "earache,"  neuralgic  "affection,"  "  nervous  headache,"  &c.  &c. 

It  is  at  first  sight  somewhat  singular,  that  the  alveolar  processes  should, 
to  such  an  extent,  enjoy  the  immunity  they  do  from  disease,  and  that  the 
process  of  exfoliation  so  actively  brought  about  in  other  bony  struc- 
tures, when  exposed  to  injuries  and  atmospheric  action,  should  be  absent 
here.  But  this  peculiarity  of  the  alveoli  receives  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion in  the  fact,  that  when  fractured,  no  new  deposition  of  bone  takes 
place,  and  that  upon  the  removal  of  the  teeth,  their  absorption  at  once 
follows  ;  thus  showing  that  they  are  intended  only  to  discharge  a  tempo- 
rary duty — that  of  maintaining  the  teeth  in  their  position.  I  have  observ- 
ed disease,  only,  in  cases  where  syphilitic  patients  of  strumous  or  scorbu- 
tic habit,  had  been  under  mercurial  influence,  and  then  co-existent  with 
phagadenic  ulceration.    Several  years  since,  when  engaged  as  assistant 
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House  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  City  Hospital,  I  had  an  ample  opportu- 
nity of  observing  several  cases  of  that  character,  which  of  course  are  not 
likely  to  be  often  met  with  in  private  dental  practice.  Other  cases 
occasionally  arise  in  dental  practice  from  the  accidental  "  drilling " 
through  a  fang  into  the  alveolus,  or  the  fracturing  a  portion  of  the 
alveoli.  One  interesting  case  I  met  with,  many  years  since,  in  a 
child,  salivated  for  "  inflammation  on  the  lungs,"  where  the  whole 
of  the  left  side  of  the  inferior  alveoli,  from  the  symphysis  menti  to  the 
mylo-hyoidean  line,  containing  the  deciduous  and  germs  of  the  perma- 
nent teeth,  exfoliated  in  one  mass.  With  such  exceptions,  no  matter  to 
what  moderate  extent  the  alveoli  may  be  exposed — and  I  bave  extracted 
seventeen  teeth  from  one  person's  head  at  one  sitting — the  activity  of  the 
lymphatics  in  a  few  months  removes  every  vestige  of  them,  without  any 
local  or  constitutional  derangement,  when  hard  smooth  gums  occupy  their 
places,  on  the  smooth  solid  basis  of  the  ossa  maxilla.  So  immediately  is  the 
action  of  the  lymphatics  brought  into  requisition  after  the  teeth  have  been 
removed,  that  J  have  never  met  with  a  single  case  when  salivary  calcu- 
lus was  for  an  instant  deposited  or  adhered  to  the  exposed  ridges  of  the 
alveoli  ;  even  when  collected  round  the  teeth,  the  gums  and  periosteum 
recede,  taking  with  them  by  absorption  the  alveolar  processes.  It  would 
seem  that  they  refused  the  embraces  of  the  "tartar."  The  absorption  of 
the  alveoli  commences  on  their  superior  inner  margin,  causing  the  exter- 
nal margin  to  curve  over,  inwards,  with  its  covering  gum,  and  as  the 
alveoli  recede  by  the  absorption,  the  lining  periosteum  of  the  alveolar 
cells  is  brought  to  the  surface,  and  forms  the  covering  periosteum  of  this 
new  formation  of  the  maxillary  bone. 

Exostosis  of  the  alveoli  I  have  never  met  with  ;  induration  of  the 
periosteum  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  it.  It  is  always  below,  or  on  a  line 
with  the  alveoli,  conjoined  with  the  maxillary  bones,  similar  to  fungus 
haematodes  of  these  parts.  Dead  fangs  remaining  in  the  maxillary  bones 
are  the  exciting  cause  of  numerous  derangements  ;  but  the  most  common, 
when  the  individual  enjoys  general  good  health,  is  simply  a  local  fistulous 
opening  from  one  or  more  of  the  fangs,  discharging  pus  through  the  alveoli. 

Teeth  partially  decayed,  or  from  some  accidental  cause,  are  affected 
by  intro-dental  abscess,  or  suppuration  of  the  nervous  pulp  and  its 
connecting  membranes,  superinduced  by  an  inflammatory  action  arising 
from  atmospheric  and  chemical  agents,  or  the  mechanical  pressure  of  gold, 
silver,  tin,  amalgam  and  other  "fillings"  placed  there  to  arrest  decay. 
Intro-dental  abscess  is  evidently,  of  late,  much  on  the  increase.  It  is  fre- 
quently met  with  now,  whilst  some  years  since  it  was  very  rare.  In  my  own 
practice  it  continues  to  be  extremely  shy  in  showing  itself.  Several  gentle- 
men speak  of  numerous  cases,  and  the  exciting  cause,  "  amalgam  fillings," 
arising  from  the  destruction  of  the  vitality  of  the  teeth  containing  it. 
Others,  again,  assert  that  it  is  caused  by  the  increased  vitality.  And  an 
eminent  gentleman  recently  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal  a  statement  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  cases,  which  he  re- 
commends to  the  favorable  attention  of  the  profession,  in  which  he  and 
his  brother,  in  one  year,  had  "  drilled  "  (tapped  ?)  into  the  necks  of  teeth 
filled  with  gold  !  foil,  to  let  forth  the  matter  (pus).    The  suppurating 
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process  finally  extends  to  the  dental  periosteum  at  the  bottom  of  the 
socket  forming  a  sac,  in  which  pus  is  accumulated.  This  dental 
abscess  is  exceedingly  painful,  until  a  fistulous  opening  through  the 
alveolus  and  gum,  vulgarly  known  as  "gum  boil,"  forms  an  outlet  for 
the  pus  and  ichorous  matter  secreted  within.  Often,  by  its  pressure,  it 
excites  the  absorption  of  the  lower  surface  of  the  sockets,  and  when  in 
the  superior  maxillary  bone,  implicates  the  floor  of  the  antrum  maxillare, 
and  the  sac  either  extends  and  enlarges  within,  or  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  maxillary  antrum  becomes  involved  in  the  inflammatory  irritation, 
and  pours  out  pus — the  exciting  cause  of  one  form  of  abscess  in  this  cavity. 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  YOUNG  PERMANENT  TEETH  THAT  RE- 
QUIRE PLUGGING 

By  J.  F.  B.  Flagg,  M.D.,  Philadelphia. 

In  the  course  of  a  series  of  microscopic  observations  upon  the  human 
teeth,  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for  more  than  two  years  past,  I  was 
early  led  to  observe  the  striking  difference  of  density  in  the  bony  por- 
tions of  teeth  of  different  ages  ;  particularly  in  their  more  external  parts, 
as  the  bone  approaches  either  towards  the  enamel  or  cortex. 

In  two  preparations,  consisting  of  transverse  sections  at  the  neck,  one, 
an  adult  tooth,  the  other  of  the  age  of  eight  years,  I  have  observed  this 
peculiar  development  most  decidedly  illustrated.  A  section  of  the 
older  tooth  being  prepared  sufficiently  to  allow  the  light  to  pass  between 
its  pores,  when  subjected  to  a  powerful  lens,  presented  a  uniformly  fibrous, 
or  striated  appearance,  from  the  edge  bordering  upon  the  chamber  of  the 
nervous  pulp,  quite  to  its  outer  surface,  with  the  slight  exception  of  the 
cortex  at  this  part  of  the  tooth  ;  that  being  beautifully  defined  by  its 
clustering  stars. 

A  similar  section  of  the  young  permanent  molar,  although  it  appeared 
equally  opaque  as  the  other  at  its  inner  portion,  yet  it  gradually  became 
less  so,  for  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  towards  its  outer  circumference, 
when  all  its  fibrous  appearance  was  lost,  and  the  external  third  became 
perfectly  translucent. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  practice  even  of  our  best 
operators  in  regard  to  saving  these  early  permanent  teeth.  It  is  not  un- 
frequently  necessary  to  fill  the  same  cavity  two  or  three  times,  at  periods 
varying  from  one  to  three  years,  before  we  can  confidently  pronounce 
it  to  be  an  operation  lasting  and  permanently  useful.  The  probable 
reason  for  this  is  the  change  which  is  constantly  progressing  within  the 
tooth,  necessary  to  its  growth  and  full  development ;  the  capillary  tubes, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  cavity  so  filled,  evidently  acting  to  its 
detriment.  I  think  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  condition  may  be 
superinduced  by  vital  action  being  in  contact  with  a  foreign  substance. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  having  pursued  the  following  practice  with  uniform 
success,  I  recommend  it  to  others  desirous  of  benefiting  the  condition  of 
young  sufferers  in  this  respect. 
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After  removing  every  particle  of  decay,  1  devote  as  much  time  to 
burnishing  the  bony  surface  as  is  necessary  to  close  the  mouths  of  the 
tubuli  opening  into  the  cavity.  This  should  be  done  with  a  smooth  in- 
strument, capable  of  reaching  every  portion  of  exposed  bone,  and  with 
sufficient  strength  to  cause  the  bone  to  present  under  the  instrument 
somewhat  the  feeling  of  enamel;  then  wipe  dry,  and  fill  full,  solid,  and 
finish. — Medical  Examiner. 


GUN-SHOT  WOUND—CURE. 
By  J.  E.  Stewart,  Jackson,  Tennessee. 

R.  K.,  a  farmer,  aged  about  45,  stout  and  healthy,  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, and  much  addicted  to  inebriety,  and  very  quarrelsome  while  un- 
der the  influence  of  liquor.    August  19th,  1840,  while  intoxicated,  un- 
dertook to  chastise  a  small  man,  who  not  feeling  a  disposition  to  submit 
to  a  drubbing,  shot  him,  with  a  shot  gun,  loaded  with  shot  and  tow 
wadding,  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  being  in  contact  with  the  left  side  of 
the  epigastric  region.    He  fell,  as  if  dead,  and  was  conveyed  home  by 
four  men  in  a  sheet.    About  eight  hours  after  the  occurrence,  I  was 
called  to  see  him.    1  found  him  somewhat  stupid,  face  and  extremities 
cold;  pulse  small,  rapid,  and  scarcely  perceptible  ;  respiration  hurried, 
with  frequent  sighing.    There  was  evidently  a  state  of  collapse.  On 
examination,  I  found  a  large  opening  in  the  left  side,  as  broad  as  my 
hand  and  about  as  long  ;  indeed  it  looked  as  if  his  whole  side  had  been 
torn  away.    I  immediately  gave  him  a  little  of  his  favorite  beverage,  to 
wit,  brandy  and  water,  and  ordered  bottles  of  hot  water  to  be  applied  to 
the  axillae  and  between  the  thighs.    On  a  further  examination,  I  found 
that  the  seventh  and  eighth  ribs  had  been  torn  off  from  their  attach- 
ments at  the  sternum,  to  within  three  inches  of  the  spine  ;  together 
with  all  their  appurtenances,  the  pleura  included — thus  exposing  the 
lungs,  diaphragm,  stomach  and  pericardium  !    Most  of  the  wadding  was 
removed,  and  some  of  the  fragments  of  the  missing  ribs.    I  also  dis- 
covered that  two  or  more  shot  had  passed  through  the  left  lobe  of  the 
lungs.    As  it  was  midnight  when  I  was  called,  I  merely  wet  the  edges 
of  the  wound  with  a  watery  solution  of  opium,  and  applied  lint;  over 
which  a  light  compress  and  bandage  was  applied.    Remembering  the 
aphorism  of  Hunter,  "that  those  who  always  live  above  par  (my  patient 
was  an  epicure  as  well  as  an  inebriate)  are  extremely  liable  to  sink 
when  attacked  by  disease  or  injury,"  I  was  careful  not  to  over-stimulate 
him.    It  was  rational  to  conclude  that,  as  my  patient  was  stout  and  ro- 
bust, and  his  blood  inflamed  by  the  state  he  was  in  just  previous  to  the 
injury,  if  re-action  should  occur,  it  would  be  in  excess ;  and  con- 
sequently, more  grave.    Aug.  20th,  re-action  has  taken  place  to  some 
extent  ;  pulse  100,  firmer,  complains  very  little.    Ordered  boiled  rice 
and  milk  diet ;  stimulants  cautiously  continued.    Aug.  21st,  re-action 
fully  established ;  pulse  115,  rather  full  ;  tongue  covered  with  white  fur; 
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bowels  torpid.    Discontinued  stimulants,  and  gave  small  closes  of  rnag. 
sulph.  and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  tart,  antimony  every  four  hours.  Aug. 
2:2d,  pulse  120,  full  and  bounding  ;  bowels  have  not  been  moved  ;  tongue 
furred;  headache.    R.  Venesec.  oz.  xvj.  ;  mug.  sulph.  oz.  j.,  to  be 
taken  immediately,  and  tart.  emet.  a  quarter  of  a  grain  every  four  or  six 
hours  ;  diet  absolute.    Aug.  23d,  pulse  110,  rather  full ;  bowels  patent ; 
slight  headache;  complains  of  great  soreness.    R.  Vensect.  oz.  xij. 
Ordered  gruel  for  diet ;  treatment  continued.    Aug.  24th,  pulse  90,  soft, 
rather  feeble  ;  bowels  costive  ;  tongue  white ;  edges  of  wound  dark  pur- 
ple ;  showing  a  state  of  sphacelation,  and  very  offensive  to  smell.  Re- 
moved the  dead  parts.    R.  Sprinkle  Peruvian  bark  on  edges  of  wound  ; 
but  previously  wetting  it  with  tinct.  myrrh.    Other  treatment  continued, 
with  the  addition  of  small  portions  of  whiskey;  diet  more  liberal. 
Sept.  5th,  pulse  90  ;  bowels  patent  ;   suppuration  healthy  ;  the  dead 
parts  having  been  daily  removed  ;  granulations  abundant.    From  this 
time  my  patient  gradually,  but  steadily  recovered.    And  after  having 
taken  about  fifty  satisfactory  inspections  of  the  contents  of  the  chest, 
the  wound  closed.    He  now  took  a  cough,  and  complained  of  much 
pain  in  his  side  ;  and  as  the  cough  increased,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to 
make  a  small  opening  in  the  most  depending  part  of  the  wound  or  cica- 
trix.   A  thin  sanies  issued  from  the  puncture,  and  the  cough  and  pain 
ceased.    After  a  month  or  two,  the  wound  was  again  suffered  to  heal  ; 
but  the  cough  and  pain  immediately  returned,  and  he  grew  pale  and  lost 
flesh  apace.    The  opening  in  the  side  was  renewed  ;  a  viscid  and  straw- 
colored  fluid  issued  forth.    The  cough  and  pain  ceased  as  before,  and 
his  flesh  returned.    I  now  introduced  a  silver  tube  into  the  opening  I 
had  made,  through  which  the  same  kind  of  liquid  constantly  drained. 
My  patient  quickly  recovered  his  former  health  and  strength  ;  he  also 
returned  to  his  former  habits  of  dissipation,  and  has  had  many  a  pugi- 
listic contest  since.    In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  two  ribs,  he  leans 
considerably  to  the  left  side. 

Remarks. — This  case  presents  several  points  of  interest,  as  it  stands 
opposed  to  almost  all  authority — which  teaches  that  it  is  death  for  air  to 
penetrate  through  the  thoracic  parietes.  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Wells,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  a  few  other  bright  luminaries  of  the  present  day,  have 
shown  to  the  contrary,  and  this  case  is  positive  testimony  on  the  subject. 
Here  was  a  man  with  almost  half  his  left  side  torn  off;  thus  admitting  a 
free  current  of  air  not  only  into  the  pleura,  but  lungs  and  whole  cavity 
of  the  chest ;  and  yet  no  unpleasant  consequences  ensued  !  nor  does  he 
feel  any  inconvenience  from  the  presence  of  the  silver  tube. — Missouri 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


THE  STRAWBERRY  LEAF — A  VALUABLE  AUXILIARY  IN  THE  TREAT- 
ME  NT  OF  CHRONIC  DYSENTERY 
By  J.  0.  O.  Blackburn,  M.D.,  of  Barnesville,  Georgia. 

Believing  that  a  discovery,  however  simple,  which  has  a  tendency 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  man,  should  be  given  without  reserve  to 
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the  medical  world,  I  feel  disposed  to  present  to  its  consideration  the 
claims  of  berry;    For  the  last  three  years  I  have  been 

endeavo  alyze  this  plant,  and  to  try,  if  possible,  to  arrive  at 

its  medii  iperties.     I  was  led  to  this  investigation  from  the 

mere  casu  of  seeing  a  dog,  that  was  apparently  in  severe  pain, 

swallow  ives.    And  here  just  let  me  add,  that  if  physicians 

would  more  frequently  lend  an  observing  eye  to  the  conduct  of  the 
brute  creation,  when  afflicted  with  diseases  peculiar  to  them,  they 
might  find  remedies  for  diseases,  which  though  at  present  obtainable, 
yet  remain  undiscovered.  I  have  used  the  strawberry  leaves  in  every 
form,  for  the  cure  of  dysentery  ;  but  the  formula  most  desirable  is  as 
follows:  R.  one  pound  of  the  green  leaves,  add  to  them  one  quart  of  good 
French  brandy,  and  boil  to  one  pint.  Give  of  the  strained  liquor  one 
table-spoonful  every  three  hours,  until  the  disease  in  question  be  relieved 
of  its  distressing  symptoms.  I  will  here  add  one  case,  of  the  origin  of  which 
I  am  totally  ignorant. 

Mr.  B.,  a  volunteer  returned  from  Mexico,  was  taken  with  dysentery 
at  Matamoras  last  August  a  year  ago.  He  was  placed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Surgeon  to  the  Georgia  Regiment,  who  attended  him  until  he  pro- 
nounced his  case  incurable.  The  patient  afterwards  recovered  sufficient 
strength  to  accompany  the  regiment  to  Monterey,  and  thence  to  Vera 
Cruz,  where  he  was  again  prostrated  by  this  disease.  He  reached  home 
last  July,  with  a  constitution  almost  broken  down,  and  placed  himself  un- 
der my  care.  I  resorted  to  the  use  of  every  agent  within  my  knowledge 
for  the  cure  of  his  disease,  but  without  success.  I  at  length  determined  to 
try  the  strawberry  leaves,  as  in  the  formula  above-mentioned.  He  had 
taken  but  ten  spoonfuls  when  he  commenced  to  improve,  and  speed- 
ily recovered.  He  is  now  entirely  cured,  and  able  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  his  calling.  I  have  used  the  strawberry  leaves  in  many  cases  since, 
with  the  same  happy  result. — Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    NOVEMBER     24,    1  8  4  7. 


Trustees  of  Insane  Hospitals. — Since  the  publication  of  a  paper  by 
Dr.  Wheeler,  week  before  last,  in  this  Journal,  on  the  management  of  in- 
sane hospitals,  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  the  idea  advanced  in  that  commu- 
nication in  regard  to  having  physicians  for  an  advisory  board,  instead  of 
gentlemen  who  have  no  acquaintance  with  mental  maladies,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly judicious  one.  It  is  customary  for  trustees  of  these  institutions  to  fill 
vacancies  by  selecting  persons  of  sound  judgment  in  every-day  affairs, 
and  who  have  both  leisure  and  inclination  to  give,  without  charge,  as  much 
time  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  charity,  as  may  be  necessary  for  its 
security  and  prosperity.    Such  boards  must  of  course  depend  much  on 
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the  opinions  and  recommendations  of  the  superintending  physician,  in  car- 
rying out  plans  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  insane  inmates.  It  would 
be  the  height  of  folly  for  them  to  do  otherwise,  and  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  various  American  asylums  for  the  insane,  is  mainly  in  consequence 
of  having  at  their  head  men  of  excellent  medical  qualifications  for  the 
position  they  occupy.  Now  it  is  obviously  due  to  these  efficient  officers, 
on  whom  rests  a  great  weight  of  responsibility,  that  they  should  have  the 
advantage  of  a  distinct  council  of  medical  advisers — a  board  that  could 
appreciate  their  suggestions,  second  their  best  efforts,  and  co-operate  with 
them  in  every  effort  for  advancement  in  the  treatment  of  their  patients. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  certainly  admitted  that  this  is 
the  true  method  of  conducting  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital- — inasmuch  as 
one  or  two  physicians  have  from  the  beginning  had  seats  in  the  board  of 
directors,  and  the  tendency  seems  to  be  towards  filling  it  entirely  from  the 
professional  ranks.  If  such,  finally,  should  be  the  case,  and  the  whole 
machinery  of  that  great  depot  of  benevolence  shall  fall  to  the  exclusive 
control  of  physicians,  we  are  sure  no  detriment  would  ensue,  and  the  in- 
stitution might  attain  a  still  higher  reputation.  These  are  merely  sug- 
gestions that  address  themselves  to  the  mind,  in  the  course  of  reading  Dr. 
Wheeler's  remarks  ;  and  should  others  think  proper  to  pursue  still  further 
the  interesting  subject,  our  pages  are  at  their  service. 


Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — It  so  happens  that  we  are  anticipated 
in  the  newspapers,  from  one  season  to  another,  in  our  observations  on  the 
annual  reports  of  this  institution.  This  circumstance,  however,  shall  not 
prevent  us  from  expressing  our  confidence  in  its  superintendent,  who  has 
raised  the  Asylum  to  a  position  of  distinction,  by  a  systematic  and  prudent 
course  in  all  the  details  of  his  duty.  Vermont  exhibits,  in  its  excellent 
provision  for  the  insane,  a  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate,  of  more  lasting 
renown  to  its  inhabitants  than  the  accumulation  of  riches  or  achievements 
in  war.  Charity,  which  clothes  the  naked,  feeds  the  hungry,  shelters 
the  poor,  and  provides  a  happy  home  for  those  who  have  neither  reason, 
property,  nor  relatives  able  to  administer  to  their  necessities,  is  a  God-like 
attribute,  and  lives  forever.  By  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Ver- 
mont Asylum,  publicity  is  given  to  the  gratifying  fact,  that  the  income  ex- 
ceeds the  expenditures — hence  it  has  become  a  self-supporting  institution. 
For  the  year  ending  July  30th,  1847,  the  outgoes  for  stores,  fuel,  pro- 
visions, &c,  were  $15,092  61  ;  salaries  and  wages,  $6,483  29  ;  medical 
supplies,  $342  18;  improvements  and  repairs,  $2,724  31 ;  furniture,  cloth- 
ing, bedding,  &c,  $2,803  41.  Income  from  board  of  patients,  $26,720  09. 
Since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  1167  have  been  admitted,  863  dis- 
charged, and  304  remain  under  treatment.  In  consequence  of  the  high 
price  of  provisions,  the  trustees  have  fixed  the  terms  of  admission  of  pa- 
tients from  other  States,  at  two  dollars  a  week — or  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  which  is  cheap  enough,  and  far  more  economical  than  to  maintain  an 
insane  person  at  his  own  home. 


Manual  of  Magnetism. — Mr.  Daniel  Davis,  of  Boston,  an  ingenious 
artist,  and  truly  learned  in  whatever  pertains  to  galvanism,  magnetism, 
electro-magnetism,  electro-dynamics,  magneto-electricity  and  thermo*elec- 
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tricky,  has  brought  out  a  second  edition  of  his  valuable  practical  treatise 
on  these  subjects.  It  is  a  duodecimo  of  322  pages,  illustrated  by  180 
original  drawings,  constituting,  as  a  whole,  the  most  perfect  and  accepta- 
ble work  extant  on  these  very  important  departments  of  science.  Mag- 
neiism,  in  its  connection  with  electricity,  is  the  predominant  topic.  Since 
Mr.  Davis  published  his  first  book,  in  1S42,  further  progress  has  been 
made,  and  various  instruments  constructed,  that  give  additional  interest  to 
this  manual.  Drs.  Bacon  and  W.  F.  Charming,  of  Boston,  appear  to  have 
rendered  assistance  to  the  author,  which  he  promptly  acknowledges.  The 
arrangement  is  founded  upon  a  natural  order.  Schools,  academies,  col- 
leges, and  certainly  all  persons  desirous  of  becoming  practically  familiar 
with  magnetism,  the  power  of  powers,  should  be  provided  with  a  guide 
like  this. 


Practical  Physiology  for  Schools  and  Families. — At  a  period  too  late  for 
an  extended  notice  the  present  week,  a  copy  of  a  sensible  volume  by  Ed- 
ward Jarvis,  M.D.,  of  Dorchester  Mass.,  was  handed  in.  Dr.  J.  is  an 
accurate  man  in  every  branch  of  study  on  which  he  engages,  and  we  are 
therefore  expecting  something  of  no  ordinary  character.  As  a  new  sys- 
tem of  physiology  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  the  most  that  any  one  has 
a  right  to  expect  from  the  very  best  sources,  at  present,  is  to  have  that 
which  is  obscurely  expressed,  in  elaborate  works,  made  easy  of  compre- 
hension by  plain  common-sense  people,  who  are  desirous  of  understanding 
the  laws  which  govern  their  own,  in  common  with  all  animal  bodies. 


Water-Cure  Reporter. — This  is  a  New  York  enterprise,  under  the 
editorial  guardianship  of  F.  D.  Pierson,  M.D.,  and  C.  H.  Meeker,  M.D., 
proprietors  of  a  water  establishment  on  Fourteenth  street,  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Their  new  Journal,  therefore,  is  a  well-devised  instrument 
for  making  known  their  locality,  and  for  influencing  those,  who  love  to  be 
under  medical  treatment,  to  seek  the  last  remedy  that  promises  well.  The 
Orange  Mountain  institution  is  but  an  extended  wing  of  the  mother  edifice 
in  New  York — and  the  proprietors,  in  their  advertisement,  make  it  ap- 
pear a  pleasant  affair  to  be  afloat  at  either  place,  according  to  the  indi- 
vidual's taste  for  either  town  or  country  life.  There  is  such  manifest  evi- 
dences of  a  determination  to  make  money  as  fast  as  possible  with  these 
new  pseudo-medical  contrivances,  that  the  wonder  is  that  the  really  sick, 
and  those  imagining  themselves  so,  are  to  be  found  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
keep  all  the  water-curing  machines  in  dividend  operation.  A  re-action  must 
follow,  as  surely  as  over-trading  produces  failures  and  pecuniary  derange- 
ments in  mercantile  affairs.  Some  excellent  estates,  with  all  the  modern 
appliances  for  luxurious  ease,  will  be  in  the  market  as  soon  as  a  surfeit  of 
these  Priessnitz  hospitals  is  fairly  acknowledged  by  those  who  support  them. 


Excision  of  the  Liver.— -Dr.  M.  Z.  Kreider,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  is  re- 
ported to  have  recently  performed  a  surgical  operation,  that,  if  true,  con- 
stitutes an  era  in  surgery.  He  removed,  it  appears,  a  large  portion  of  the 
liver,  which  was  in  a  singularly  diseased  condition.  On  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Thompson,  the  mass  actually  cut  away,  weighed  twenty-nine  pounds 
and  a  half.    The  patient,  a  young  lady,  says  the  Ohio  State  Journal,  was 
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doing  well  on  the  9th  of  November,  some  days  after  the  operation.  Some 
of  the  western  journals  will  undoubtedly  publish  an  exact  statement  of  the 
case.  Dr.  Lawson,  of  Cincinnati,  who  is  nearest,  will  perhaps  furnish  the 
particulars  in  the  next  Lancet. 


Anatomy  of  Dentition. — Dr.  William  R.  Lawrence,  of  this  city,  has 
presented  to  the  cabinet  of  the  Medical  College,  in  Grove  street,  a  series  of 
twenty  preparations  of  the  maxillary  bones,  beautifully  mounted  on  stands, 
illustrating  the  progress  of  dentition,  from  the  foetal  jaw  to  the  perfect  de- 
velopment of  the  teeth,  and  their  decay  from  that  point  to  extreme 
old  age,  when  the  sockets  in  which  they  stood  are  entirely  obliterated. 
These  were  procured  in  Paris  at  a  high  price,  and  it  is  presumed  there  is 
not  another  set,  so  complete  as  this,  in  Europe.  Boston  has  an  early 
prospect  of  an  hereditary  munificence  in  the  second  generation  of  Law- 
rences, of  as  much  importance  to  our  cherished  institutions  in  future  times 
as  has  been  the  generosity  and  benevolence  of  their  fathers  to  those  of 
our  day. 


Bischoff  on  the  Ovum. — Our  readers  who  attend  the  interesting  Em- 
bryological  Lectures  of  Mons.  Agassiz,  will  remember  that  in  his  second 
lecture  he  exhibited  a  copy  of  a  tract  by  Bischoff,  Professor  of  Compara- 
tive Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  entitled  "  Proofs  of  the  Matura- 
tion of  the  Ovum  in  the  Mammalia,  sine  coitu^  and  containing  accurate 
details  of  his  many  careful  and  conclusive  experiments  ;  and  pronounced 
it  to  be  a  work  which  no  one  who  desired  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  facts  relating  to  this  curious  and  interesting  point  in  physiology,  should 
neglect  to  peruse.  We  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  a  transla- 
tion of  this  little  work,  from  the  German,  will  shortly  be  published  by 
Messrs.  Wood,  of  which  no  one,  we  hope,  will  fail  to  procure  a  copy. 
We  know  that  it  will  be  well  translated  ;  and  are  sure  that  the  perusal  of 
the  proofs  by  which  the  determination  of  this  deeply-interesting  point  in 
obstetric  physiology  is  effected,  will  amply  repay  him  for  the  trifling  cost  to 
which  he  will  be  subjected. — Annalist. 


Etherization  at  the  New  York  Hospital. — Within  the  past  week,  four 
operations  have  been  performed  at  this  Hospital,  upon  patients  while  under 
the  influence  of  ether,  and  all,  we  learn,  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 
Two  were  amputations  below  the  knee,  performed  by  Dr.  Cheesman, 
with,  as  we  are  told,  remarkable  dexterity.  The  methed  selected  was  the 
circular  one,  in  doing  which  Dr.  C.  has,  we  believe,  no  superior.  The 
others  were — first,  the  removal  (or  division)  of  a  cicatrix  on  the  neck,  and 
one  for  fistulous  opening  in  the  perineum,  performed  by  Dr.  Buck.  Both 
were  tedious,  and  required  that  the  influence  of  the  ether  should  be  long 
sustained  ;  but  in  neither,  as  we  learn,  did  the  patients  make  any  complaint 
of  pain.  Excluding  its  occasional  and  very  infrequent,  but  always  possible, 
dangers,  etherization  is,  indeed,  a  precious  boon  to  suffering  humanity. — 
[bid. 


Erection  of  an  Edifice  for  the  Buffalo  Medical  College. — We  are  grati- 
fied in  being  able  to  announce  to  our  readers,  that  a  sufficient  sum  has  been 
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subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  this  place,  to  secure  the  erection  of  a  com- 
modious and  ornament;)]  edifice  for  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo.  With  the  conviction  that  a  suitable  structure  is  alone  ne- 
cessary to  place  the  school  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  secure  its  prosperity, 
the  friends  of  the  institution  have  just  reason  to  congratulate  themselves 
on  the  liberality  and  public  spirit  which  have  so  promptly  and  efficiently 
responded  to  their  appeal.  The  building  at  present  occupied  by  the  Col- 
lege is  leased  for  a  short  period,  and  although  it  answers  exceedingly  well 
for  the  present,  is  not  adapted  to  meet  the  prospective  wants  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  new  edifice  will  probably  be  erected  during  the  next  summer. 
— Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Two  schooners  and  four  barques,  each  having 
medical  men  on  board,  have  been  sent  from  Stockholm  to  superintend  the 
quarantine  on  ihe  frontier  of  Switzerland — in  consequence  of  the  appre- 
hension of  the  advance  of  the  cholera. — Lectures  have  closed  at  the  Berk- 
shire Medical  Institution.  The  class  numbered  131.  In  1846,  42  were 
graduated.  The  present  catalogue  gives  no  notice  of  those  who  have 
taken  degrees  in  1847. — The  public  health  at  Matamoras  is  improving. — 
A  copy  of  Smith's  Treatise  on  Fractures  in  the  Vicinity  of  Joints,  publish- 
ed in  Dublin,  has  reached  Boston.  It  is  worth  immediate  re-publication. 
■ — A  new  medical  journal,  called  the  "  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter 
and  Transactions  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society,  edited  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Parrish,  is  spoken  of  in  some  of  our  exchanges,  but  has  not  been  received 
at  this  office. — Dr.  Francis's  address  at  the  late  anniversary  of  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine  is  represented  as  a  most  eloquent  and  interest- 
ing production,  and  well  worthy  of  the  fame  of  its  author. — The  number 
of  interments  in  New  Orleans  from  July  3  to  October  18,  is  stated  in  the 
New  Orleans  Medical  Journal  to  have  been  3990.  of  which  2241  were  cases 
of  yellew  fever.  The  fever  reached  its  acme  about  the  1st  of  September. 
It  is  computed  that  between  twenty  and  twenty-five  thousand  were  attacked 
with  the  disease. 


To  Correspondents — Dr.  Mattison's  roport  of  casus  has  been  received. 


Married, — Wm.  M.  Murphy,  M.D.,  of  Hanging  Rock,  Ohio,  to  Miss  L.  A.  Wilkins,  of  Mass. 


Died. — At  Springfield,  Ohio,  Dr.  John  Patten.  He  took  a  little  strychnine  on  the  point  of  a 
knife,  supposing  it  to  be  quinine,  to  taste,  and  died  immediately. — At  Tampico,  Dr.  C.  M.  Hitch- 
cock, of  the  U.  S.  A.  He  entered  the  Army  as  Assistant  Surgeon  in  1834 — was  with  General 
Taylor  in  all  his  battles — and  was  ultimately  appointed  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  Army. — At  New 
Boston,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Horace  Wason,  of  Manchester,  Mass. — At  Hadley,  Mass.,  Dr.  Wiiliam  Porter, 
83. — At  Philadelphia,  W.  H.  Crawford,  a  medical  student  from  Georgia,  lost  his  life  by  a  slight 
puncture  in  one  finger,  while  dissecting. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Nov.  20th.  66. — Males.  32 — females,  34. — 
Stillborn,  5.  Of  consumption,  12 — typhus  fever,  9 — scarlet  fever,  1 — smallpox,  1 — dropsy  on 
the  brain,  3 — dysentery,  2 — infantile,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — teething,  1 — disease  of  the 
bowels,  5 — disease  of  the  brain.  1 — croup.  4 — diarrhoea,  3 — -jaundice,  1 — dropsy,  J — lung  fever, 
2 — intemperance,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — accidental,  1 — child-bed,! — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  3^ — convulsions,  1 — old  age,  3 — bronchitis,  1 — disease  of  the  kidneys,  1 — can- 
cer, 1. 

Under  5  years,  22 — between  5  and  20  years,  3 — between  20  and  40  years,  17 — between  40 
and  i0  years,  16 — over  60  years.  8. 
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Oath  of  Hippocrates.  —  ("  The  philosophic  physician  is  equal  to  the 
gods.")  To  all  physicians  of  all  times. — I  swear  by  Apollo,  by  JEscula- 
pius,  by  Hygiae,  by  Panacea,  by  all  the  gods  and  goddesses  whom  I  here 
invoke  as  witnesses,  to  fulfil,  according  to  my  best  capacity  and  discern- 
ment, the  oath  which  I  pronounce  and  here  subscribe. 

I  swear  to  consider  my  master  as  equnl  to  my  parents  ;  I  will  unite  my 
existence  to  his,  and  if  he  should  ever  require  it,  I  will  divide  my  effects 
with  him.  His  sons  shall  be  my  brothers,  and  if  they  should  wish  to 
learn  the  art  of  healing,  I  will  instruct  them  without  any  immediate  salary, 
or  any  engagements  for  the  future.  Maxims,  detailed  explanations,  in 
fine,  all  my  medical  doctrines  shall  be  transmitted  by  me  to  my  sons,  to 
those  of  my  master,  to  pupils  engaged  by  writing  and  sworn  according  to 
medical  law,  but  to  none  others. 

I  will  prescribe  to  the  sick  a  proper  regimen  according  to  my  ability 
and  discernment.  I  will  abstain  from  all  things  unjust  and  injurious.  I 
will  never  produce  abortion.  I  will  preserve,  as  a  physician  and  a  gentle- 
man, the  utmost  purity  of  and  sanctity  of  morals.  I  will  never  perform 
lithotomy,  but  leave  that  operation  for  those  who  make  a  profession  of  it. 

Into  whatever  house  I  shall  enter,  going  to  carry  aid  to  the  sick,  I  will 
remain  there  a  stranger  to  all  iniquity,  to  all  corruption,  and  to  all  criminal 
acts  towards  man  or  woman,  bond  or  free.  What  I  see  or  hear  in  private 
life  whilst  in  the  exercise  of,  or  even  out  of  the.  exercise  of  my  profes- 
sion, and  which  shall  not  be  of  a  nature  to  be  divulged,  I  will  keep  holy 
and  inviolate. 

If  I  fulfil  faithfully  this  oath,  and  not  violate  it  in  any  manner,  may  I  ob- 
tain a  celebrity  as  a  gentleman  and  a  physician,  and  be  glorified  by  all  men 
in  all  a2"es  ;  but  if  I  transgress  it  and  perjure  myself,  may  the  contrary 
befal  me. —  Translated  for  the  St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


University  of  Louisiana. — The  medical  department  of  this  promising 
institution  is  rapidly  advancing  to  completion.  Its  dimensions  are  ample, 
the  arrangements  of  the  rooms  admirable,  and,  when  completed,  which  will 
be  in  time  for  the  lectures  this  winter.it  will  equal,  if  it  does  not  surpass, 
any  similar  institution  in  the  country.  It  is  astonishing  to  see  with  what 
rapidity  this  splendid  structure  has  been  raised  ;  and  much  praise  is  there- 
fore due  the  professors  for  their  enterprise  in  the  matter.  Students  who 
desire  to  attend  lectures  the  coming  winter  in  this  city,  will  find  ample  ac- 
commodations, and  every  facility  offered  them  for  acquiring  a  thorough 
and  practical  kno»'  U  ilgc  <  f  their  profession. — New  Orleans  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 


Treatment  of  Obstinate  Hiccough  by  Prolonged  Compression  of  the 
Epigastrium. — Dr.  Boyer  relates  three  cases  of  prolonged  and  alarming 
hiccough,  which,  having  resisted  all  the  usual  means  employed  for  its  re- 
lief, were  relieved  by  the  application  of  pressure,  a  practice  first  suggested 
by  Bordeu,  and  since  revived  by  M.  Rostan.  A  large  pad  is  laid  on  the 
epigastrium,  and  bound  forcibly  on  by  means  of  a  towel  or  bandage.  It 
gen-rally  causes  instant  relief,  but  if  discontinued  too  soon  the  hiccough 
returns.  It  is  usually  necessary  to  wear  it  for  twenty-four  hours,  before  it 
can  be  safely  removed. — Revue  Medico- Chirurgicale. 
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REPORT  OF  CASES. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  of  Poisoning  from  Bad  Dentistry. — I  was  called  to  see  James 
Bowen,  in  Coventry  village.  I  found  him  laboring  under  febrile  action, 
with  an  eruption  on  the  lips  resembling  that  commonly  called  "cold- 
sores,"  and  as  such  I  regarded  it.  The  tongue  was  red  on  the  tip  and 
edges ;  the  centre  and  posterior  part  was  covered  with  a  thick  white 
coat.  I  treated  the  case  with  what  I  considered  appropriate  remedies, 
for  three  days,  without  much  improvement  in  any  of  the  symptoms.  At 
this  time  there  appeared  an  erysipelatous  eruption  upon  the  entire  surface 
of  the  body.  It  appeared  in  minute  red  points,  spreading  rapidly  in  a 
circular  form,  and  becoming  confluent,  giving  the  entire  surface  a  red 
and  puffed  appearance,  closing  the  eyes  in  less  than  twelve  hours.  I 
found  the  tongue  covered  with  ulcerating  patches,  and  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth  much  inflamed.  While  examining  the  mouth,  I 
discovered  a  plate  running  across  the  roof,  to  which  was  attached  an 
artificial  incisor  tooth.  As  the  symptoms  had  been  somewhat  anoma- 
lous from  the  beginning,  and  did  not  yield  to  remedies,  but  on  the  con- 
trary increased  in  violence  from  day  to  day,  suspicion  rested  upon  that 
plate  as  being  the  offending  cause.  I  stated  this  as  my  opinion,  but  the 
patient  thought  it  could  not  be  possible,  as  he  had  worn  it  for  four  years. 
Not  being  satisfied  under  such  circumstances  without  an  examination,  I 
removed  the  plate,  and  there  found  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief.  At 
the  point  where  the  tooth  is  attached  to  the  plate,  I  found  a  mass  of 
corroded  metal  as  large  as  half  a  pea.  It  had  passed  out  from  under 
the  plate,  was  diffused  throughout  the  mouth  and  conveyed  with  the 
saliva  into  the  stomach.  All  the  violent  symptoms  disappeared  in  a  few 
days.  Upon  inquiry  I  found  that  the  tooth  had  been  broken  from  the 
plate  and  was  soldered  on  by  a  travelling  or  itinerant  dentist,  for  which 
he  charged  and  was  paid  one  dollar.  The  patient  had  since  worn  it  about 
four  months.  The  plate  was  good  gold,  but  the  solder  was  some  perni- 
cious compound,  applied  by  an  ignorant  and  unprincipled  pretender, 
whose  name  to  the  patient  is  unknown. 

Case  of  Typhus,  with  Perforation  of  the  Bowels. — Willard  Alhee, 
aet.  35,  was  attacked  with  fever  about  the  middle  of  October.  His 
symptoms  were  violent  pain  in  the  head,  with  a  severe  hard  cough,  pulse 
18 
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90,  tongue  clean  and  moist.  In  three  clays  the  cough  and  pain  had 
nearly  ceased,  and  the  only  prominent  symptom  was  extreme  wakeful- 
ness, and  anxiety  in  relation  to  the  termination  of  the  disease.  The 
bowels  were  kept  regular  by  oil,  and  one  tablespoonful  would  operate  in 
four  hours.  The  head  was  hot  throughout  the  course  of  the  disease, 
but  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  abdominal  disease  could  be  detected. 
On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day,  he  was  attacked  suddenly  with  a 
sharp  pain  just  above  the  pubis  and  referred  to  a  single  point.  Continu- 
ing to  increase  in  violence,  and  the  urine  being  suppressed,  I  evacuated 
the  bladder  with  a  catheter.  No  relief  followed,  and  I  applied  fomenta- 
tions and  gave  an  anodyne.  The  pain  continued  until  evening,  when 
Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of  Providence,  saw  the  patient  with  me.  There  was 
then  a  little  subsultus,  but  not  the  least  delirium.  Dr.  P.  mistrusted 
perforation,  and  advised  to  increase  the  anodyne  and  continue  the  fo- 
mentations, with  absolute  rest.  The  abdomen  was  at  this  time  flat,  hard, 
and  rigid,  from  the  spasmodic  action,  as  it  appeared,  of  the  abdominal 
muscles.  There  was  much  tenderness  over  the  abdomen  at  this  time. 
Under  the  influence  of  the  fomentations  and  a  free  use  of  anodynes, 
the  pain  soon  began  to  abate,  and  in  six  hours  entirely  ceased.  The 
muscles  became  relaxed,  the  abdomen  began  to  enlarge,  and  the  tender- 
ness to  abate.  He  sank  rapidly,  and  died  in  about  forty  hours  after  the 
first  abdominal  symptom  was  developed.  His  abdomen  became  enor- 
mously distended,  he  had  singultus,  and  a  few  hours  before  death  eructa- 
tions of  gas,  with  fluid  nearly  as  dark  as  black  ink.  This,  together  with 
a  sanguineous  and  foetid  fluid,  continued  oozing  rapidly  and  constantly 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils  after  death.  No  examination  of  the  body 
was  made. 

This  unquestionably  was  a  case  of  perforation  of  the  small  intestines 
from  ulceration  of  Peyer's  and  Brunner's  glands — a  rare  and  uniformly 
fatal  termination  of  typhus.  M.  Louis,  of  Paris,  found  it  in  six  out  of 
fifty  of  his  fatal  cases.  We  may  learn,  at  least,  from  the  above  case,  to 
what  an  extent  disease  in  the  small  intestines  may  advance  without  being 
detected  by  any  one  prominent  symptom  of  abdominal  disease,  or,  I  may 
say,  without  any  presumptive  evidence,  save  the  character  of  the  malady 
in  which  it  occurs.  H.  N.  Mattison. 

Centreville,  R.  /.,  JS'ov.  17,  1847. 

P.  S. — I  am  treating  a  case  of  diabetes  of  three  months'  standing,  in 
a  young  and  otherwise  robust  man,  aged  30  years.  He  voids  twenty- 
five  pints  of  saccharine  urine  in  twenty-fdur  hours.  The  twenty-five 
pints  yield  about  eight  ounces  of  solid  saccharine  matter.  Anything 
new  in  the  pathology  or  treatment  of  this  intractable  disease  would  be 
thankfully  received  from  yourself,  or  from  any  of  the  numerous  readers 
of  your  valuable  Journal.  H.  N.  M. 
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NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH. — NO.  IV. 
By  A.  0.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  N.  York. 
ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  have  subdivided  this  class  of  teeth  into  three  groups,  the  opaque 
chalky  white  teeth,  the  transparent  yellow  teeth,  with  clear  blue  cutting 
edges,  and  the  opaque  yellow  chalky  teeth.  All  these  classes  of  teeth 
denote  a  strumous  diathesis.  They  exhibit  peculiar  individual  charac- 
teristics, and  in  none  can  the  effects  of  the  elaborate  secretory  processes 
be  observed  more  clearly  than  in  the  imperfect  combinations,  depositions, 
formation  and  defective  ossification  to  be  observed  in  these  teeth.  Lime 
predominates  in  their  structure,  hence  they  are  soft,  brittle,  and  easily 
fractured,  not  unfrequently  crumbling  in  the  mouth  without  any  apparent 
cause.  They  are  exceedingly  delicate,  and  very  tender,  highly  suscepti- 
ble of  the  impressions  of  heat  and  cold,  and  the  juices  of  fruits  and 
sweetmeats.  More  departures  from  the  natural  position  of  the  teeth  are 
to  be  observed  in  this  class  than  in  any  other,  which  may  be  attributed 
to  the  bones  of  the  jaws,  and  the  alveoli,  partaking  of  the  same  constitu- 
tional character.  The  alveoli  in  these  cases  are  thin,  frail,  inelastic  and 
unyielding,  the  teeth  assume  an  irregular  or  crowded  position,  and  there 
remain,  unlike,  and  in  contra-distinction  to  the  healthy  action  and  provision 
of  nature  in  perfect  and  well-constituted  systems  of  the  animal  economy, 
where  the  teeth — of  course  making  due  allowance  for  the  different  phy- 
sical formations  of  the  maxillary  bones  in  the  different  races  of  man — 
make  their  appearance  in  all  sorts  of  irregular  fantastic  positions,  but  like 
a  well-trained  band,  without  any  adventitious  professional  !  aid,  gradually 
fall  into  their  respective  positions  with  utideviating  regularity.  Here  I 
may  be  permitted  to  express  my  conviction  of  the  great  impropriety  of 
extracting  the  deciduous  "  to  make  room  "  for  the  permanent  teeth.  Spots 
of  almost  pure  lime,  of  various  colors,  from  chalk  white  to  a  dirty  brown, 
are  frequently  seen  on  the  face  of  some  of  this  class  of  teeth.  In  others, 
deep  indentations  or  holes,  in  regular  and  irregular  longitudinal  and  hori- 
zontal lines,  or  indiscriminately  over  the  sUriace  of  the  enamel,  where 
the  secretions  evidently  from  some  cause  had  been  rendered  imperfect,  or 
been  interrupted  while  making  their  deposits,  thus  preventing  the  com- 
pletion of  the  ossifying  process  as  well  as  of  the  perfectly  crystallized 
formation  of  the  enamel — a  deficiency  frequently  to  be  observed.  Again, 
the  enamel  in  spots  is  altogether  wanting  upon  the  faces  or  sides  of  seve- 
ral of  the  incisors,  and  particularly  upon  the  manducating  points  and 
surface  of  the  molar  teeth,  little  juttings  of  calcareous  matter  occupy- 
ing its  place. 

The  transparent  yellow  teeth,  with  clear  blue  cutting  edges,  exhibit 
the  incipient  tendency  to  an  excess  of  gelatine,  but  as  yet  the  deposition 
of  lime  is  uniform  throughout.  The  decay  of  this  group  is  rapid,  as  is 
that  of  the  other  groups  of  this  class,  with  this  difference,  however, 
that  it  is  more  uniform  in  its  devastation. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  in  the  first  group  of  this  class  of  teeth, 
that  in  cutting  down  upon  the  decayed  spot,  the  instrument  will  slip  into 
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and  excavate  almost  pure  lime,  friable,  soft,  brittle  and  comparatively 
dry.  On  this  being  removed,  the  instrument  comes  in  contact  with  a 
soft  portion  of  the  tooth,  almost  cartilaginous  in  its  structure,  evidently 
showing  that  the  secretive  powers  had  not  acted  in  unison,  that  the  de- 
positions had  been  imperfectly  or  at  different  periods  thrown  out,  and 
their  proper  combination  and  solidification  but  partially  completed.  In 
health,  this  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  teeth  is  tender  ;  often  mistaken, 
when  touched,  for  the  nerve.  In  disease,  it  is  very  painful,  and  in 
none,  if  we  except  the  class  hereafter  mentioned,  have  the  nerves  such 
an  intimate  sympathy  with  the  structure  and  substance  as  they  have 
with  these  teeth,  their  sensibility  being  similar  to  the  first  class  upon 
touching  the  amber-like  secretion  while  in  process  of  deposition.  This, 
perhaps,  may  be  accounted  for,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  "  Hunt- 
er," of  "  nervous  matter "  in  the  vital  fluids,  and  named  by  "  Dr.  Hor- 
ner "  "  materia  mice  diffusa" 

The  next  group  of  this  class  of  teeth,  the  opaque  chalky  yellow 
teeth,  possess  an  uniform  excess  of  lime  in  their  structure;  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly friable,  crumbling  in  the  mouth,  seemingly,  without  any  as- 
signable cause.  These  teeth  hold  their  positions  in  their  alveoli,  by  a 
still  more  frail  tenure  than  those  of  the  preceding  class.  The  perios- 
teum, as  in  all  strumous  or  scorbutic  constitutions,  is  thicker,  the  gums 
flaccid,  spongy  and  unhealthy,  easily  affected,  and  disordered  upon  the 
slightest  constitutional  irritation.  When  in  perfect  health,  the  gums  are 
thin,  delicate  and  remarkably  transparent.  These  teeth,  also,  when 
their  health  and  integrity  are  unimpaired,  presenting  an  apparently  per- 
fect state,  are  regular  and  uniform  in  color.  They  usually,  between 
the  ages  of  12  and  30,  are  simultaneously  affected  either  in  pairs,  or  by  a 
partial  or  general  devastation.  In  those  teeth  presenting  the  phenome- 
non of  imperfect  depositions  and  combination,  the  limy  spots  quickly 
crumble  away,  or  the  clefts  and  indentations  of  their  surface  are  filled 
with  vitiated  matter  and  juices  of  the  mouth  and  stomach,  which,  unit- 
ing with  the  atmospheric  agents,  combine,  and  by  their  chemical  influ- 
ence in  a  short  period  complete  their  destruction.  The  rapid  combina- 
tion of  the  acids  with  the  lime  of  the  teeth,  speedily  converts  it  into  the 
oxalates,  acetates,  carbonates,  &lc.  In  none  is  this  baneful  effect  more 
fully  exemplified  than  in  young  females  just  budding  into  womanhood, 
who  are  led,  from  a  morbid  and  eccentric  appetite,  to  partake  freely  of 
lemons,  limes,  and  other  acid  fruits,  "  pickles "  and  other  indigestible 
trash.  The  result  is  the  total  loss  of  the  teeth,  or  the  retention  only  of 
their  blackened  remains,  like  dilapidated  tombstones,  presenting  a  sad 
memento  mori  of  these  deservedly-prized  ornaments  of  youth  and  beauty. 
Where  these  teeth  remain  good  during  the  virgin  state — and  the  remarks 
also  apply  to  the  former  class — a  material  difference  presents  itself 
consequent  upon  the  state  of  utero-gestation.  Gastric  and  biliary  sym- 
pathy with  the  matrix,  depraved  appetite,  gastric  acids,  "  heart  burn," 
and  acidified  eructations,  soon  produce,  from  these  remote  and  exciting 
causes,  their  irritating  effects  upon  the  teeth,  and  undermining  their 
crowns  close  along  the  line  of  the  embracing  gums,  they  either  break 


Notes  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Teeth. 


353 


off,  or  cause  so  much  pain  as  to  insure  their  extraction,  thus  inflicting 
a  real  as  well  as  "  sympathetic  and  symptomatic  "  toothache.  The 
denies  sapientm  of  this  class  make  their  appearance  between  the  ages  of 
17  and  25,  sometimes  apparently  perfect,  but  upon  close  inspection 
they  are  found  to  present  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  disorganization, 
and,  strange  enough,  will  often  remain  in  their  integrity  (such  as  it  is) 
for  a  considerable  period. 

That  these  groups  of  teeth  are  to  be  found  in  constitutions  of  the 
scro-hjmphatic  temperament,  ordinary  observation  will  demonstrate.  It 
does  not  necessarily  follow,  that  because  the  parent  may  present  a  nervo- 
sanguineous  temperament,  and  perfect  dental  organs,  the  offspring  shall 
do  the  same.  Scorbutic  and  strumous  cachexia  may  be  superinduced 
in  the  offspring  of  healthy  parents,  from  various  causes.  Bad  provisions 
and  errors  in  diet  I  regard  as  constituting  the  most  fruitful  source  of  scor- 
butic disease.  A  very  striking  illustration  of  the  salutary  results  of  pro- 
perly regulated  diet  and  regimen,  is  presented  in  the  case  of  the  Jewish 
race,  that  once  "highly-favored  people,"  with  temperaments  the  same 
as  other  races  of  human  beings — but  their  observance  of  the  Mosaic 
code  has,  I  doubt  not,  largely  contributed  to  their  remarkable  exemption 
from  scorbutic  diseases.  Phthisis  is  almost  unknown  amongst  the  He- 
brews. The  Indian  races  and  the  African  tribes  which  adhere  to  their 
primitive  diet — similar  to  that  prescribed  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Jewish 
lawgiver — enjoy  the  same  immunity. 

Fresh  and  salt  pork  excites  the  strumous  diathesis  ;  fish  does  the 
same.  Live  upon  the  fish  called  "  porgies  "  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  observe  the  effects  on  the  nervous  system  and  on  the  skin.  Sailors 
I  conceive  indebted  much  more  for  the  scurvy,  so  destructive  to  them, 
to  the  pork  they  eat,  than  to  the  u  salt  "  which  preserves  it.  If  it  were 
this  material  that  caused  it — why  they  breathe,  they  absorb  it  in  every 
possible  manner;  they  live  in  salt  dissolved,  or  held  in  the  atmosphere; 
they  are  in  fact,  what  they  have  been  humorously  named,  "  salts."  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  blood  will  admit  more  salt  in  solution  than  any 
other  fluid  will  dissolve,  more  than  a  certain  quantity  of  matter,  without 
being  decomposed,  and  affecting  its  temperature,  and  producing  certain 
disease,  which  may  and  does  result  in  death.  During  the  period  of 
Admiral  Lord  Anson's  voyage  round  the  world,  this  dreadful  disease 
made  sad  havoc  in  his  fleet,  and  one  of  the  phenomena  attending  the 
scurvy  was  the  parting  of  the  junction  of  fractured  bones,  which  had 
been  for  years  healed  and  well  knitted  together,  by  the  usual  bony  de- 
posits— by  the  absorption  of  this  recent  deposition  of  bony  matter.  This 
deleterious  food  is  no  longer  used  as  an  article  of  diet  at  sea,  to  anything 
like  the  extent  that  it  was  a  few  years  since.  Farinaceous  food,  tea, 
coffee,  cocoa,  sugar,  butter,  vinegar  and  preserved  vegetables,  are  sup- 
plied in  its  place,  which  with  other  sanitive  measures  adopted,  have 
resulted  in  the  improvement  in  health  of  the  American  and  British 
marine,  and  the  comparative  absence  of  this  disease. 

We  have  here,  also,  the  proof  of  the  innate  vital  restorative  powers  of 
the  teeth.  I  have  examined  many  seamen  (having  been  Assistant  Surgeon 
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in  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Monte  Video  during  the  war  between  the  Bra- 
zilian  Empire  and  the  Buenos  Ayrean  Republic  in  the  years  1825  and 
26),  and  found  that  the  teeth,  originally  indifferent,  had,  by  a  healthy 
change  in  constitutional  diathesis,  become  sound,  strong  and  perfect ; 
whilst  in  others  it  was  the  reverse.  I  saw  also  the  alertness  of  nature 
to  supply  the  means  of  restoration  in  the  teeth,  in  the  secretion  of  the 
amber-like  deposition,  as  they  were  abraded  or  worn  down,  consequent 
upon  their  peculiar  diet.  So  general  is  this  abrasion  of  the  teeth,  with 
regular  seamen,  that  the  same  phenomenon  may  be  observed  in  almost 
each  class  of  teeth. 

The  crew  of  the  vessel  in  which  I  was  embarked  on  the  voyage  to 
South  America,  after  being  nine  weeks  at  sea,  caught  some  fish  known 
as  "  albicore."  They  were  prepared  and  fried  in  lard,  and  every  man, 
except  the  cook,  who  very  "  knowingly  "  declined  the  "  fresh  "  pro- 
visions, was  seized  with  violent  vomiting  and  great  distress  in  the  region  of 
the  right  hy  pochondrium,  accompanied  by  severe  headache  and  fever.  It 
was  necessary  to  shorten  sail,  the  captain,  myself  and  cook  keeping 
"  watch  and  watch."  On  the  third  day  the  fever  yielded  to  remedies, 
and  the  skin  after  a  few  days  desquamated.  The  seamen  attributed  the 
affection  to  copperas  !  "  the  fish  had  eaten  from  off  the  decomposed  surface 
of  the  copper  on  the  bottom  of  ships  "  !  Upon  examining  some  of  these 
fish,  as  well  as  some  "dolphin"  and  "  boneta, "  I  found  numerous 
small  parasitical  vermes  between  the  peritoneum  and  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles. I  know  not  if  this  be  a  disease,  or  natural  to  them— such,  however, 
are  the  facts. 

On  certain  parts  of  Long  Island,  the  fact  is  well  known  of  the  de- 
pravity of  the  blood  superinduced  from  fish-diet  and  fish-malaria.  The 
finny  tribe  being  much  used  for  manuring  the  land — city  people  com- 
bining these  articles  of  diet,  with  a  semi-aqueous  putrescent  cow's  (?) 
milk,  of  such  a  nature  that  it  has  only  the  power  to  ferment  to  putrefac- 
tion— and  being  at  the  same  time  subjected  to  a  very  variable  climate — 
is  it  to  be  wondered  that  strumous  diathesis  is  so  speedily  produced,  and 
which,  as  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  is  the  proximate  cause  of  the  defec- 
tive characteristics  of  this  class  and  these  groups  of  teeth. 

Erratum. — Vol.  xxxvii.,  No.  15,  p.  296,  17th  and  18th  lines  from 
the  top,  for  "  until  the  teeth  meet  closely  together  and  cease  to  come  in 
contact " — read,  until  the  teeth  either  meet  closely  together,  or  cease  to 
come  in  contact. 


RESPIRATION  OF  ETHEREAL  VAPOR. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

J  have  had,  during  the  past  summer,  several  occasions  to  put  this  agent 
for  the  extinction  of  pain,  to  severe  trials,  with  uniform  and  complete 
success.  The  nature  of  the  cases  in  which  I  have  adopted  it,  presents 
nothing  remarkable  in  a  pathological  view,  and  it  is  to  hear  my  testi- 
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mony  to  the  priceless  value  of  this  great  boon  to  suffering  humanity 
that  the  present  remarks  are  offered. 

The  first  trial  was  for  disarticulation  of  a  second  finger-joint,  in  which 
sensibility  was  exalted  by  a  state  of  acute  inflammation.  It  was  accom- 
plished without  suffering,  the  patient  being  in  a  condition  of  complete 
immobility.  There  was  not,  indeed,  the  slightest  resistance  to  the  knife, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  incomprehensible  phenomena  induced  by  the  res- 
piration of  ethereal  vapor,  a  state  of  total  impassibility. 

The  second  trial  was  for  amputation  of  the  forearm,  for  caries  of  the 
carpal  bones.  The  vapor  was  administered  by  applying  a  saturated 
sponge  to  the  lips,  closing  the  nostrils  during  the  inspirations.  Uncon- 
sciousness was  induced  by  twenty  respirations,  and  the  operation,  includ- 
ing the  dressings,  was  completed  without  the  slightest  comprehension  of 
suffering.  As  in  the  foregoing  case,  the  member  upon  which  mutilation 
was  made  was  entirely  impassible,  a  condition  of  infinite  importance  to 
the  operator,  he  being  conscious  that  the  severe  duties  of  his  office  are 
performed  without  giving  or  receiving  pain.  While  the  patient  is  saved 
from  indescribable  torture,  the  surgeon,  too,  is  saved  from  the  trying  ne- 
cessity of  compressing  his  sensibilities. 

A  third  trial  was  for  amputation  of  the  thigh.  The  patient  was  a 
young  woman,  19  years  of  age,  who  had  long  suffered  from  carious 
ulceration  of  the  knee-joint.  Insensibility  and  immobility  were  speedily 
induced,  and  all  the  steps  of  the  operation  finished  without  suffering  and 
without  recollection  !  The  time  occupied  was  a  blank  space  in  the  life 
of  the  patient.  In  this  and  in  the  preceding  case  the  effects  of  inha- 
lation were  prolonged  by  repeated  applications  of  the  sponge  upon  the 
first  indications  of  returning  consciousness.  In  these  several  cases  the 
double  flap  method  was  adopted,  and  the  subsequent  progress  of  cure 
was  favorable;  the  shock  upon  the  nervous  system  being  mitigated,  re- 
action quickly  follows. 

I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  been  perplexed  to  know  whether 
ethereal  respiration  was  admissible,  and  from  cautiousness  have  refrained 
from  its  administration.  In  a  case  of  amputation  of  the  breast,  1  hesi- 
tated, fearing  that  cerebral  disturbance  might  be  induced  ;  but  I  regretted 
this  decision,  as  the  operation,  although  brief,  was  dreadfully  painful. 
In  a  case  of  accident,  complicated  with  fracture  of  the  cranium,  1  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  employ  it.  By  premature  explosion  when 
charging  a  rock,  a  workman  had  his  hand  and  wrist  shattered  to  pieces, 
and  he  was  otherwise  severely  injured  and  burnt.  While  examining 
the  eyes,  small  particles  of  brains  were  observed  above  the  inner  and 
superior  portions  of  the  orbit,  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  small  ori- 
fice through  the  integuments  and  frontal  bone,  from  which  the  exuda- 
tion occurred.  A  probe  passed  through  this  orifice  penetrated  to  the 
depth  of  four  inches  ;  yet  there  were  no  intellectual  manifestations  of 
structural  cerebral  injury.  It  could  not  be  determined  in  what  manner 
this  singular  wound  was  made ;  the  orifice  of  the  bones  barely  admitted 
the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  and  the  probe  detected  no  fragments  of  rock 
at  the  bottom  of  the  wound.    The  patient  lay  in  a  state  of  indifference, 
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although  perfectly  conscious  when  his  attention  was  aroused  ;  and  in 
consequence  of  this  injury  of  the  brain,  the  mutilated  arm  was  ampu- 
tated without  respiration  of  the  pain-extinguishing  vapor.  The  re- 
covery of  the  patient  was  tedious,  the  eye  implicated  by  the.  penetrat- 
ing wound  of  the  brain,  being  irretrievably  lost.  James  Deane. 
Greenfield,  JSov.  22,  1847. 


DR.  WILLARD  PARKER'S  CLINIQUES  AT  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSI- 
CIANS AND  SURGEONS,  NEW   YORK  CITY. 

Reported  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  by  an  Assistant  Physician  of 

Bellevue  Hospital. 

November  15th. — Case  I.  Male,  aged  50;  by  occupation  a  weaver. 
Has  been  unwell  since  the  first  of  January  last;  is  somewhat  in  the 
habit  of  drinking;  appetite  bad  ;  tongue  coated,  edges  red  ;  pulse,  when 
first  examined,  120  in  a  minute,  afterwards,  when  the  patient  became 
calmer,  96  ;  upon  which  Dr.  Parker  remarked  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
careful  in  examining  the  state  of  the  circulation,  and  recommended 

S3  7 

noticing  the  patient's  pulse  at  the  last  as  well  as  first  part  of  an  exami- 
nation. Bowels  regular ;  feet  swollen  ;  pain  in  the  head  at  night,  and 
when  stooping;  difficult  respiration  after  sudden  exertion,  or  when  going 
up  stairs  ;  coughs  night  and  morning,  expectorating  a  thick  greenish 
matter;  passes  water  freely,  sometimes  two  or  three  times  in  a  night. 
The  question  is,  whether  there  is  disease  of  the  substance  of  the  lungs. 
The  man  does  not  appear  formed  for  phthisis,  but  rather  apoplexy  ;  his 
age,  also,  forbids  it.  By  occupation  he  is  a  weaver,  which  in  itself  is 
unhealthy,  on  account  of  the  position  of  the  operative  and  confinement 
in  doors;  this  patient  seems  to  be  pale  on  this  account.  Was  sick 
years  ago,  and  salivated  ;  probably  had  disease  of  the  liver.  Is  becom- 
ing emaciated.  Had  pleurisy  in  the  right  side  thirteen  years  since. 
Upon  examining  his  chest  externally,  the  left  side  appears  the  fullest 
under  the  clavicle,  and  upon  taking  a  full  inspiration,  expands  with  the 
most  freedom.  Upon  percussion,  a  dull  flat  sound  is  elicited,  both  on 
the  anterior  and  posterior  regions  of  the  right  side.  Auscultation  reveals 
prolonged  expiration  on  both  sides,  which  is  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms 
of  phthisis  ;  also  bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony.  The  patient 
lies  mostly  on  the  left  side,  and  Dr.  Parker  remarked,  that  in  the  early 
stage  of  disease  of  either  lung,  the  patient  would  recline  upon  the  well 
side  in  order  to  give  the  diseased  lung  the  advantage  ;  whereas,  as  the 
disease  progressed,  it  would  be  the  reverse.  Diagnosis — incipient  phthi- 
sis;  has  tubercles  in  both  lungs.  Prognosis,  probably  unfavorable; 
however,  may  live  for  years.  Treatment,  recommends  going  to  sea  or 
exercise  in  the  open  air. 

Case  II. — A  child,  aged  about  4  years,  of  scrofulous  diathesis.  TSine 
weeks  since  received  a  wound  upon  the  ring  finger  under  the  nail, 
while  endeavoring  to  open  a  peach  stone.  Violent  inflammation  had 
supervened,  gradually  destroying  the  soft  parts  as  far  as  the  first  articu- 
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lation,  and  leaving  the  bone  exposed.  The  bone,  after  a  short  time, 
fell  loose  from  its  connection,  and  the  disease  progressing,  ulceration 
of  the  soft  parts  round  the  second  phalanx  followed,  leaving  the  bone 
exposed  as  before.  There  remained  at  present  only  one  phalangeal 
bone,  which  was  wholly  exposed.  The  edges  of  the  ulcer  were  evert- 
ed, and  here  Prof.  Parker  remarked,  that  it  looked  as  if  it  were  of  ma- 
lignant character.  This  was  the  appearance  last  week.  The  dead 
bone  was  removed,  and  the  ulcer  dressed  with  simple  cerate.  This 
week  it  looks  worse.  The  parts  surrounding  the  ulcer  are  of  a  dark 
red,  almost  copper  colored.  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  President  of  the  Col- 
lege, being  present,  made  some  general  remarks  upon  injuries  of  the 
hand,  and  the  danger  of  the  formation  of  pus  under  the  palmar  fascia. 
He  recommends  making  free  incisions  with  a  lancet  or  scalpel,  where 
the  inflammation  is  intense,  preferring  this  mode  of  treatment  to  leeches, 
and  related  a  number  of  cases  he  had  treated  in  this  manner  success- 
fully. In  reference  to  the  case  in  hand,  he  was  at  a  loss  what  to  think 
of  it.  Could  not  name  the  disease,  but  thought  he  could  treat  it ;  he 
thought  it  had  made  too  rapid  progress  to  be  malignant.  There  was 
swelling  of  the  glands  in  the  axilla,  which  was  probably  caused  by  the 
irritation.  The  question  of  amputation  arose  ;  in  fact,  the  father  of  the 
little  girl  insisted  upon  it,  but  it  was  thought  wholly  inexpedient,  on 
account  of  the  great  constitutional  irritability  and  predisposition  to  gan- 
grene. Recommended  a  poultice  of  carrots  boiled  and  mashed  ;  laxa- 
tives, anodynes,  rest,  good  diet,  he. 

Case  III. — Male.  Fracture  of  the  clavicle.  This  man,  sixteen 
weeks  since,  fell  from  a  height  of  twenty-two  feet  upon  his  shoulder, 
fracturing  the  clavicle  at  the  external  third.  At  this  time  he  is  unable 
to  raise  his  arm,  which  must  arise  from  one  of  three  causes — first,  pa- 
ralysis of  the  circumflex  nerve  going  to  the  deltoid  muscle  ;  second, 
want  of  use  ;  or,  third,  some  mechanical  displacement.  In  this  case  it 
appeared  immovable  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  bone  had 
united,  the  acromion  end  protruding.  Directed  showering  with  cold 
water. 

Case  IV. — Child.  Has  strumous  ophthalmia.  The  mother  has 
tinea  scillearis.  Prescribed,  as  a  local  remedy,  nit.  argent.,  grs.  x.  ;  ceras 
simplex,  §  j.  M.  Ft.  ungt.,  a  little  to  be  applied  at  the  outer  canthus 
of  the  eye  twice  a-day.  As  a  constitutional  remedy,  one  sixteenth  of  a 
grain  of  chloride  of  mercury  to  half  a  drachm  of  Huxham's  tincture. 
Exercise  in  the  open  air,  bathing  in  salt  water,  and  not  too  rigid  exclu- 
sion from  light. 

Case  V. — Female.  Has  recently  recovered  from  ship  fever,  and  is 
at  present  suffering  from  the  sequela — loss  of  hair,  speech,  use  of  left 
hand  and  foot,  which  is  probably  the  result  of  congestion  of  the  brain, 
the  blood  being  vitiated.  Good  appetite  ;  sleeps  well  ;  bowels  regular  ; 
has  some  glandular  swellings  on  the  face,  and  an  eruption  on  the  alse 
of  the  nose  resembling  lupus,  viz.,  small  tubercles,  which  change  after  a 
time  into  superficial  spreading  ulcerations,  more  or  less  concealed  be- 
neath furfuraceous  scabs.    Sir  Astley  Cooper  thought  that  lupus  con^ 
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issted  in  an  ulceration  of  the  sebaceous  glands  or  follicles  of  the  nose 
The  cartilages,  and  even  the  whole  nose,  are  frequently  destroyed 
by  the  progressive  ravages  of  this  peculiar  disorder,  which  sometimes 
cannot  be  stopped  or  retarded  by  any  treatment,  external  or  internal. 
Recommends  for  this  patient,  good  diet  and  frictions,  as  she  is  too  much 
debilitated  to  take  much  exercise.  K — y. 

New  York,  Nov.  20th,  1847. 


HISTORY  OF  JANE   Mc MURPHY'S  CASE. 
To  the  Biitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  observed  a  communication  in  your  Journal  of 
Nov.  3d,  entitled  "  A  New  Physical  Sign,"  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  H.  J. 
Bigelow,  relative  to  a  peculiar  form  of  disease  of  which  Jane  McMurphy, 
a  recent  patient  at  the  Hospital,  was  the  subject,  1  have  thought  (as  she 
was  a  patient  of  mine  during  the  first  stages  of  the  disease)  that  the  early 
history  of  its  progress  might  prove  interesting,  if  it  did  not  serve  to 
throw  light  upon  the  probable  cause  of  its  origin. 

Miss  McMurphy  is  the  daughter  of  unusually  healthy  parents,  and  up 
to  the  period  of  her  first  attack  enjoyed  comparative  health  The  first 
knowledge  that  i  had  of  her  suffering  was  early  in  the  spring  of  1844, 
when  she  applied  to  me,  while  attending  her  sister,  to  remove  from  her 
ear  a  piece  of  tobacco,  which  she  said  had  been  put  in  a  short  time 
previous  for  the  relief  of  a  severe  earache,  and  had  been  a  constant 
source  of  irritation  since,  greatly  aggravating  the  original  pain  ;  which 
led  me  to  suppose  that  her  trouble  arose  from  simple  otitis,  although 
there  were  no  external  signs  of  inflammation.  The  tobacco  was  re- 
moved, after  softening  the  wax  around  with  tepid  water  and  soap,  with- 
out the  aid  of  force  or  long  trial.  Of  its  identity  there  could  not  be  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt.  After  this,  no  further  attempt  was  made  for  the 
removal  of  tobacco,  and  the  only  internal  application  made  while  she 
was  under  my  care,  was  warm  water  and  soap,  injected  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  morbid  secretion  of  wax  which  accumulated  rapidly, 
giving  evidence  of  some  source  of  irritation,  which  she  constantly  af- 
firmed arose  from  a  substance  still  retained  within  the  ear;  but  in  no 
instance  was  there  sufficient  force  used  to  cause  pain.  The  only  reme- 
dies applied  topically  during  the  period  that  she  received  treatment 
from  me,  which  was  for  the  space  of  about  a  year,  were  sedative  fric- 
tions over  a  surface  around  the  mastoid  process,  previously  irritated  by 
an  application  of  cantharides  or  croton  oil.  The  latter  probably  an- 
swers to  the  burning  or  caustic  fluid  alluded  to  in  Dr.  Z>,'s  article.  In- 
deed, from  her  age,  and  the  apparent  benefit  derived  at  times  from  con- 
stitutional remedies  in  the  mitigation  of  her  periodical  attacks,  together 
with  other  peculiarities,  I  had  abundant  reason  to  believe  her  disease  in  a 
measure  symptomatic,  and  was  guided  in  my  treatment  chiefly  by  consti- 
tutional indications.  The  locality  of  the  pain  frequently  changed,  and 
at  all  times  appeared  mainly  to  affect  the  head  and  neck  in  the  region 
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of  the  ear  upon  the  side  implicated,  without  ever  confining  itself  dis- 
tinctly to  the  ear,  as  is  usual  in  any  of  the  forms  of  inflammation.  By 
referring  to  the  record  of  her  case,  I  find  that  she  frequently  complain- 
ed of  a  sore  throat,  and  difficulty  of  swallowing,  at  which  limes  the 
fauces  were  much  inflamed,  the  tonsils  enlarged  and  covered  with  papu- 
lar eruptions,  accompanied  with  external  tumefaction,  extending  from 
the  mastoid  process  to  the  apex  of  the  chin,  involving  the  glands  of  the 
neck,  and  affording  grounds  for  the  belief  that  suppuration  might  take 
place.  At  the  time  when  I  left  Deny  (which  was  about  two  years 
since),  she  was  comparatively  free  from  pain,  and  the  symptoms  of  her 
complaint,  and  probably  received  from  the  physician  in  whose  charge  I 
left  her  case,  every  attention,  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  a  su- 
perior judgment.  An  interpretation  of  the  unfavorable  character  of  Dr. 
Wallace's  officious  report  relative  to  her  treatment  previous  to  failing 
into  his  hands,  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  we  were  once  candidates 
for  practice  in  the  same  village.  On  my  return  to  Deny,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  nearly  a  year,  I  found  her  suffering  from  the  present  form  of 
disease,  the  only  marked  feature  of  which  is  the  contraction  of  the 
uvula,  and  the  accompanying  muffled  tick,  with  slight  inflammation  of 
the  adjoining  parts,  which  evidently  arises  from  an  interruption  in  the 
transmission  of  nervous  power,  rather  than  the  disorganization  of  parts, 
as  there  are  none  of  the  usual  signs  of  constitutional  disturbance  present 
to  warrant  such  conclusions.  Yours  respectfully, 

JSJove?nber  6th,  1847.  E.  R.  Smilie. 


BRUNNKR'S  GLANDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Dr.  Bartlett,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  essay  upon  Typhoid  and 
Typhus  Fevers,  has  the  following  passage.  "  The  only  remaining  altera- 
tions found  in  the  small  intestine,  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  speak,  are 
those  of  the  isolated  follicles,  or  B runner  s  glands."  The  second  edition 
of  the  same  work,  just  published,  has  the  same  sentence. 

The  author  has  evidently  confounded  two  classes  of  follicles,  entirely 
distinct,  in  their  shape,  size,  and  situation — and  probably  in  their  office; 
and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  Louis  makes  the  same  error,  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  following  passage  from  the  first  edition  of  his  Researches  on  Ty- 
phoid fever.  Under  the  head  of  Solitary  Crypts,  or  Brwmeis  Glands, 
he  says,  "these  crypts,  which  in  their  natural  state  cannot  be  seen, 
were  found  between  the  patches  more  or  less  seriously  diseased,  in 
twelve  cases,  through  a  space  of  two  or  three  feet,  rarely  greater ;  they 
were  always  near  the  c&cum"  &z,c.  It  will  only  be  necessary  to  cite 
descriptions  of  these  two  classes  of  glands  from  an  anatomist  and  a  phy- 
siologist of  authority. 

Wilson,  in  the  Anatomist's  Vade  Mecum,  describes  four  distinct  va- 
rieties of  glands  which  are  found  in  the  small  intestine: — 'duodenal 
glands  (Brunner's),  glandular  solitariae,  glandulae  aggregate  (Peyer's), 
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and  simple  follicles  (Lieberluihn's)."  He  also  says  of  Brunner's  "lands, 
"  they  are  limited  to  the  duodenum."  Of  the  solitary  glands,  he  says, 
"  they  are  chiefly  found  in  lower  part  of  the  ileum." 

Carpenter,  in  the  Principles  of  Human  Physiology,  describes  very 
fully  all  the  follicles  of  the  alimentary  canal.  In  the  description  of  the 
glandulag  agminatse  of  Peyer,  he  says,  "  similar  bodies,  however,  known 
as  the  glandule  solitaricB,  exist  separately  in  the  lower  part  of  the  small 
intestines  ;  where  they  have  been  confounded  with  the  glands  of  Brun- 
ner,  ivhich  do  not  extend  beyond  the  commencement  of  the  jejunum." 

Boston,  Nov.  24,  1847.  W.  Henry  Thayer. 


SURGERY   AT  BUENA  VISTA. 

By  W.  B.  Herrick,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Eush  Medical  College,  and  late  Sui- 
gaon  1st  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Our  small  army,  of  about  5000  only,  mostly  volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Taylor,  was  occupying  the  position  of  Agua  Nueva,  ten 
miles  from  San  Louis  Potosi,  when  it  began  to  be  reported  in  camp  that 
Santa  Anna,  with  a  force  of  more  than  20,000,  was  on  his  march 
from  the  latter  place  to  attack  us. 

Rumors  of  the  enemy's  advance  had  arisen  frequently,  and  caused  so 
many  false  alarms  in  camp  during  the  winter,  that  but  little  credit  was 
given  to  this  report,  until  after  the  return  of  one  of  our  reconnoitring 
parties  with  the  report  of  having  actually  passed  through  the  enemy's 
encampment  not  sixty  miles  from  us,  and  within  one  day's  forced  march 
of  our  position. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Santa  Anna  arrived  at  Agua  Nueva, 
at  which  time  and  place  he  had  evidently  intended  to  attack  us.  But 
in  this  he  was  disappointed  by  a  prompt  movement  of  our  commanding 
general,  who  had  in  the  meantime  abandoned  this  comparatively  weak 
position,  leaving  a  few  waggons  and  some  stores  in  order  to  give  the 
appearance  of  his  having  retreated  precipitantly,  and  taken  possession  of 
the  pass  near  the  place,  now  so  justly  celebrated,  called  Buena  Vista. 

By  dawn  of  day  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  all  our  pickets  had  been 
driven  in  by  the  advance  of  the  Mexican  Army,  and  by  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  the  main  body  could  be  plainly  seen  from  our  position,  advancing 
in  dense  columns,  marked  by  clouds  of  dust,  extending  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach. 

During  this  time  an  occasional  volley  of  musketry  could  be  heard, 
showing  that  skirmishing  had  commenced  between  our  small  detach- 
ments stationed  at  our  outposts  and  the  enemy,  but  as  yet  no  wounds 
had  been  received  on  our  side  requiring  the  attention  of  surgeons. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  front  of  the  enemy's  advancing 
column  had  halted  about  a  mile  from  our  position,  for  the  purpose,  as 
was  evident,  of  allowing  time  for  the  divisions  still  in  the  rear  to  arrive 
and  take  their  positions  in  the  vast  line,  which  continued  to  lengthen 
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till  it  had  extended  itself  from  left  to  right,  across  the  valley,  to  the  very 
base  of  the  mountain,  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

The  first  demonstration  of  the  enemy  against  our  line,  was  an  attempt 
made  by  them  to  get  possession  of  a  spur  of  the  mountain  which  com- 
manded our  left  flank.  To  oppose  this  movement,  a  detachment  of  our 
riflemen  was  sent  to  occupy  a  like  elevation  to  the  left  of  our  line,  with 
orders  to  oppose,  and  if  possible,  to  drive  them  from  the  position. 

It  was  between  these  two  detachments  that  the  action  commenced 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  and  continued  till  dark  of  that  day. 

The  wounds  received,  upon  this  first  day  of  the  battle,  were  mostly 
from  spent  balls,  but  few  proving  serious,  and  not  more  than  two  or 
three  fatal.  The  extraction  of  a  few  balls,  and  the  application  of  simple 
lint  and  bandaging  was,  therefore,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  the  surgical  aid 
required  on  the  evening  of  the  22d. 

By  dawn  of  day  on  the  23d  the  action  was  again  commenced  be- 
tween the  two  contending  parties,  both  of  which  had  kept  their  respective 
positions  upon  the  mountains  during  the  night,  and  by  9  o'clock  the 
whole  enemy's  force  was  seen  advancing  to  attack  us. 

The  different  surgeons,  with  their  stewards  and  such  others  as  had  been 
detailed  to  assist  in  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  had  already  stationed 
themselves  at  convenient  points  near  their  respective  regiments,  ready 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  instruments,  ligatures,  bandages,  splints,  &c,  for 
the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  day. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  had  leisure  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  time  to  indulge  in  some  not  very  pleasing  anticipations  with 
regard  to  the  result  of  the  approaching  contest.  The  action,  however, 
soon  commenced,  as  it  seemed  to  us  by  a  simultaneous  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry from  both  the  opposing  lines,  and  in  a  short  time  after,  all  thoughts 
upon  other  matters  had  vanished  to  give  place  to  feelings  of  responsi- 
bility, and  intense  anxiety  to  determine  correctly  what  to  do  in  some 
cases,  and  what  attempt  in  others,  where  to  cut  for  a  ball,  and  how  to 
dress  a  fracture  ;  or  in  case  of  shattered  limbs,  if  to  amputate  at  once,  or 
attempt  to  save  them. 

From  the  hour  of  the  attack,  made  upon  us  by  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy,  in  the  morning,  up  to  a  time  long  after  their  retreat  at  night,  the 
labor  both  of  body  and  mind,  of  every  surgeon  upon  the  ground,  was 
both  unremitted  and  constant  ;  for  it  was  constantly  happening  during 
the  day,  that  long  before  all  the  cases  consequent  upon  one  charge 
upon  the  enemy  could  be  disposed  of  in  the  most  cursory  and  hasty 
manner,  another  desperate  onset  would  be  made,  to  add  to  the  number 
of  the  unfortunate  still  lying  around  us,  waiting  for  surgical  aid.  Sur- 
geons upon  every  part  of  the  field  were  constantly  being  called  on, 
amidst  the  din  of  battle,  and  frequently  in  positions  as  exposed  as  any, 
to  attend  to  important  cases — requiring  good  judgment  and  the  best 
professional  skill. 

It  would  naturally  be  supposed  that  at  such  a  time,  and  under  such 
circumstances,  many  cases  must  have  been  entirely  neglected,  or,  if  not, 
improperly  treated.    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say,  on  the  contrary,  that 
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the  opportunity  which  I  had,  the  day  after  the  battle,  of  seeing  most  of 
the  wounded  and  assisting  in  dressing  such  wounds  as  required  attention, 
enables  me  to  state  that  such  cases  were  extremely  rare. 

The  most  common  practice  adopted  by  the  dirferent  surgeons  upon 
the  field,  was.  in  cases  of  gun-shot  wounds,  to  extract,  if  possible,  all 
foreign  substances,  and  in  cases  where  balls  could  be  felt,  too  far  from 
the  external  wound  to  admit  of  the  use  of  the  forceps,  to  cut  for  and  ex- 
tract them.  A  simple  pledget  of  lint,  and  bandage,  were,  in  most 
cases,  all  the  dressings  used  or  required.  In  some  few  cases  compresses 
and  tight  bandaging  were  necessary  to  arrest  hemorrhage.  But  few,  if 
any  cases,  that  I  am  aware  of,  required  ligation  of  an  artery  to  stop 
bleeding  ;  a  fact  easily  accounted  for.  when  we  recoilect  that  the  divided 
extremities  of  vessels  in  gun-shot  wounds  are  necessarily  jagged  and  con- 
tused— a  condition,  as  is  well  known,  favorable  to  the  coagulation  of  the 
blood  within  them,  and  consequently,  to  the  prevention  of  hemorrhage. 
In  cases  of  fractures,  most  of  which  were  necessarily  both  compound 
and  comminuted,  the  common  practice  was  to  extract  all  pieces  of  bone 
that  were  found  so  detached  as  to  endanger  their  vitality,  and  to  re- 
move, as  in  flesh  wounds,  all  foreign  substances,  that  could  be  readily 
found,  and  then  to  apply  bandages  and  splints,  as  a  temporary  means  of 
preventing  motion  between  the  fractured  ends. 

W  ith  regard  to  amputations  upon  the  field,  the  rules  generally  adopted 
— were  to  amputate  at  once  whenever  the  principal  vessels  and  nerves 
of  a  limb  had  been  destroyed,  in  cases  of  a  fracture  where  the  bones 
were  found  very  much  shattered,  and  in  instances  where  important  joints 
had  been  much  injured. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  will  remark  that  the  result  of  my 
experience,  both  upon  the  field,  and  in  the  hospitals  after  the  battle,  is 
to  convince  me  that  the  surgeon's  most  responsible  and  important  duty 
upon  the  field,  is  to  determine  in  the  different  cases  when  to  attempt  to 
save  a  limb,  and  when  to  amputate  ;  for  in  a  great  majority  of  instances, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  primary  amputations  were  followed  by 
favorable,  and  secondary  by  unfavorable  results. 

In  regard  to  the  primary  treatment  of  gun-shot  wounds,  I  will  state, 
that  if  any  mistake  was  committed  by  the  surgeons,  myself  included,  it 
was,  in  my  opinion,  in  not  being  particular  enough  to  explore  thoroughly 
the  cavities  and  free  them  from  all  foreign  substances,  such  as  bits  of 
lead,  cloth,  paper,  he,  the  presence  of  which  proved  so  troublesome 
during  the  subsequent  treatment. 

In  making  these  remarks  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  impression,  or 
express  the  opinion,  that  this  apparent  defect  in  the  primary  treatment 
was  on  account  of  carelessness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  myself  or  others  ; 
my  only  object  in  referring  to  the  matter  is  to  direct  the  attention  of 
surgeons  to  the  importance  of  devising  some  other  means  of  freeing 
gun-shot  wounds  of  foreign  substances  than  those  usually  recommended 
and  adopted.  A  simple  instrument,  similar  to  the  probang  used  for  dis- 
lodging extraneous  substances  from  the  oesophagus,  for  instance,  might 
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be  used  to  cleanse  all  wounds  admitting  of  its  passage  directly  through 
them,  excepting,  perhaps,  those  involving  important  cavities. 

The  above  remarks,  hastily  drawn  up  from  memory,  may  serve  to 
give  our  readers  some  conception  of  a  surgeon's  labor  and  responsibility 
upon  the  field.  We  are  aware,  however,  that  they  have  been  altogether 
too  general  in  their  character  to  be  of  much  professional  utility,  or  to  jus- 
tify us  in  continuing  them  further  at  this  time. — Illinois  and  Indiana 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   DECEMBER    1,  1847. 


Cabinet  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. — From  a  note  appended 
to  Mr.  William  H.  Dillingham's  address,  delivered  before  the  Chester 
(Penn.)  Agricultural  Society,  in  September  last,  are  gathered  the  following 
.facts  in  regard  to  the  richness  of  the  museum  of  that  favored  and  favorite 
institution  in  Philadelphia,  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

By  the  recent  acquisition  of  the  Rivoli  and  other  extensive  collections, 
through  the  liberality  of  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  the  Cabinet  has  the 
greatest  number  of  birds  of  any  society  in  the  world.  Under  the  auspices 
of  Dr.  Morton,  the  craniological  department  is  extraordinary.  The  herba- 
rium embraces  about  35,000  species  of  plants.  The  series  of  fossil  or- 
ganic remains,  illustrative  of  geology,  comprises  upwards  of  10,000  speci- 
mens, and  the  mineralogical  about  3,000.  In  several  other  departments, 
there  is  a  richness  of  accumulation  that  is  surprising  to  those  who  are  not 
accustomed  to  viewing  this  kind  of  concentration  of  treasures.  The  library, 
chiefly  restricted  to  works  on  Natural  History,  is  the  most  extensive  on  the 
continent,  and  is  increasing.  The  hall  in  which  the  specimens  are  set  up, 
is  fire  proof,  and  seems  to  be  constantly  undergoing  improvements.  It  was 
in  this  apartment,  so  captivating  to  men  of  science,  that  the  late  National 
Medical  Convention  held  their  session. 


SpratVs  Obstetric  Tables, — Messrs.  Wagner  &  M'Guigan,  Philadelphia, 
publishers,  have  kindly  remembered  us  with  a  specimen  copy  of  a  work 
of  unusual  interest  to  practitioners  of  midwifery.  It  must  be  seen  to  be 
appreciated,  for  when  the  utmost  effort  has  been  made  to  describe  the  cha- 
racter of  the  plates,  it  will  fall  far  short  of  the  object.  Besides  being 
true  to  nature,  there  is  an  artistical  finish  about  them  that  really  gives  an 
idea  of  individual  organs,  and  the  relation  which  one  bears  to  another. 
The  title-page  is  an  exact  key  to  the  interior  of  the  volume.  "  Ob- 
stetric Tables:  comprising  graphic  illustrations,  with  descriptions  and 
practical  remarks;  exhibiting,  on  dissected  plates,  many  important  subjects 
in  midwifery.  By  O.  Spratt,  Surgeon-accoucheur.  First  American  edi- 
tion, from  the  fourth  and  greatly  improved  London  edition,  carefully  re- 
vised, and  with  additional  notes  and  plates."  Although  the  name  of  the 
American  editor  is  unknown  to  us,  his  views  of  the  merits  of  these  tables 
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accord  with  our  own,  and  his  own  prefatory  words  are  therefore  taken,  as 
they  are  addressed  to  the  medical  public.  "  The  superiority  of  the  pre- 
sent work  over  any  other  series  of  obstetrical  illustrations,  is  universally 
admitted.  It  is  a  happy  combination  of  the  picture  and  the  model ;  com- 
bining the  convenience  of  one  with  the  completeness  of  the  other.  To 
the  busy  practitioner,  who  wants  something  to  refresh  his  memory,  it  ob- 
viates the  necessity  for  continued  post-mortem  examination,  by  supplying 
every  point  of  reference  he  can  possibly  require.  To  the  student  it  is 
equivalent  to  a  whole  course  of  practical  demonstrations,  with  the  advan- 
tage that  it  can  be  carried  about  with  him,  and  studied  wherever  he  may 
desire.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  the  plates  explaining  the  use  of 
the  instruments.  No  single  picture  could  ever  convey  the  same  ideas,  and 
enable  the  student  to  understand  the  descriptions,  but  these  dissected 
plates  are  almost  equal  to  the  manakin  itself." 

One  gentleman  observed,  in  regard  to  this  edition,  that  the  plates  were 
a  shade  inferior  to  the  original  English  ;  but  this  we  think  was  imaginary, 
since,  in  the  estimation  of  others,  they  are  so  exactly  like  those  from  which 
they  were  copied,  that  no  one  could  discover  a  difference.  This  fault 
finding  with  American  editions,  is  a  growing  sin  with  a  class  of  very  exact- 
ing bibliomaniacs,  who  pride  themselves  in  always  having  foreign  books, 
even  to  the  binding.  We  are  determined  to  encourage  native  talent  and 
native  enterprise,  from  principle  ;  and  if  a  re-published  volume  happens  to 
fall  a  trifle  below  the  exact  standard  of  English  mechanical  nicety,  we 
will  not  throw  it  away,  or  even  complain.  Our  professional  libraries  would 
be  costly  collections  were  it  not  for  the  bold  enterprise  of  American 
publishers. 

With  respect  to  the  instructions  in  the  text  connected  with  these  tables, 
which  contemplate  nothing  more  than  familiarizing  the  accoucheur  with 
what  always  occurs  in  parturition  and  the  contingencies  that  sometimes 
accompany  labor,  they  are  eminently  satisfactory.  In  closing  these  com- 
ments on  the  Obstetric  Tables,  we  are  very  free  to  express  a  sincere  hope 
that  every  practitioner  who  can  afford  the  expense,  will  provide  himself 
with  them. 


Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. — We  learn  from  New  York,  that  the  pro- 
mised re-organization  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Bellevue  Hospital  has  at 
length  been  completed.  Dr.  Reese  has  been  re-appointed  Resident  Physi- 
cian, and  there  are  now  no  less  than  twenty-six  medical  men  associated 
with  him  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  that  great  hospital  ;  viz.,  four  con- 
sulting physicians  and  surgeons,  twelve  visiting  physicians  and  surgeons, 
and  ten  assistant  physicians.  Among  others  of  the  faculty  chosen  as  mem- 
bers of  this  Medical  Board,  we  observe  the  names  of  Drs.  Moti,  Stevens, 
Francis,  Parker,  and  others  distinguished  for  exalted  merit  in  the  profes- 
sion. Such  an  organization  promises  the  best  results,  and  we  shall  hope 
to  hear  often  from  some  of  the  practical  men  concerned. 


Medical  Dinner  in  New  York. — Nearly  three  hundred  physicians  dined 
together  at  the  Astor  House,  in  New  York,  on  the  16th  ult.  The  occa- 
sion was  the  5th  anniversary  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  a  most  worthy  institution,  and  one  which  ought 
to  be  found  in  every  city  of  our  country.  The  President,  Dr.  Delafield,  offlci- 
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ated  at  the  table  ;  and  among  the  distinguished  guests,  were  Prof.  Agassiz, 
the  naturalist,  and  other  gentlemen  from  abroad,  eminent  in  the  kindred  pro- 
fessions. Many  of  the  speeches  were  of  a  high  order,  and  during  the  even- 
ing it  was  proved  that  both  poetry  and  music  were  cultivated  by  medical 
men,  the  specimens  of  each  being  highly  creditable.  The  exercises  were 
prolonged  to  a  late  hour,  by  sentiments,  speeches,  songs,  &c,  enlivened  by 
an  excellent  band  discoursing  in  sweetest  strains  appropriate  melodies.  The 
effect  of  such  entertainments  upon  the  morale  of  the  profession,  when  con- 
ducted as  this  was,  without  excess,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  good  to  the 
social  relations  of  medical  men.  If  they  mingled  more  frequently  together, 
they  would  learn  to  respect  each  other  more,  by  discovering  excellencies  of 
character  which  need  only  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated.  The  recent 
formation  of  the  New  York  Academy  has  in  this  way  had  a  moral  effect 
which  is  seen  in  the  greater  harmony  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
city. 


Medical  Celebration  in  Neio  York. — The  anniversary  oration  before  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  was  delivered  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  in  the  Broadway  Tabernacle.  As  the  oration 
is  soon  to  be  published,  we  need  only  say  that  it  was  alike  practical  and 
profound,  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  of  the  orator,  who  is  a  veteran  in 
the  profession,  and  has  long  been  honored  at  home  and  abroad  for  his  scho- 
larship and  worth.  It  is  a  good  omen  of  the  popular  interest  in  our  science, 
as  well  as  an  indication  of  the  public  estimate  of  the  orator,  that  the  spa- 
cious building  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  hundreds  were  una- 
ble to  gain  admission.  It  is  supposed  that  4000  persons  listened,  through- 
out, to  the  oration,  which  occupied  two  hours  and  a  quarter,  and  was  only 
interrupted  by  the  frequent  applause  which  greeted  the  orator  to  its  close. 
The  Academy  may  well  be  proud  of  this  their  first  anniversary. 


*'  A  Nezo  Medical  Dictionary — Containing  an  Explanation  of  the  Terms 
in  Anatomy,  Human  and  Comparative,  Physiology,  Practice  of  Medicine, 
Obstetrics,  Surgery,  Therapeutics,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy,  Chemistry, 
Botany,  Natural  Philosophy  :  With  the  Formulas  of  the  Principal  Phar- 
macopoeias, and  Valuable  Practical  Articles  on  the  Treatment  of  Disease. 
On  the  Basis  of  Hooper  and  Grant,  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  science, 
and  for  the  use  of  medical  students  and  the  profession.  By  D.  Pereira  Gard- 
ner, M.D.,  &c.  &c.  New  York,  Harper  &  Brothers,  1847. — We  thank 
the  editor  and  publishers  for  this  very  valuable  work.  It  is  a  closely-printed 
double-column  octavo  volume,  of  686  pages.  It  is  a  dictionary  in  the  strict 
use  of  the  word,  a  full  vocabulary,  with  a  precise  definition  of  each  word, 
together  with  its  etymology  and  often  synonime.  With  this,  is  that  which 
adds  greatly  to  its  value.  It  gives  the  applications  of  terms  to  diseases 
themselves,  an  I  to  an  extent  which  is  of  practical  advantage.  In  other 
v  ords,  a  history  of  the  disease  accompanies  the  definition.  In  this  it  is 
like  other  books  on  the  same  plan.  Its  advantage  over  others  is  more  es- 
pecially in  this,  that  it  shows  what  is  the  present  state  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning what  it  treats.  Thus  in  chemistry,  more  particularly  organic,  in 
which  department  of  the  science  great  advance  has  been  made,  almost  a 
new  science  created,  we  have  the  words  adapted  to  discoveries,  or  new 
views,  and  these  carefully  defined.    The  latest  formulas,  and  their  expres- 
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sion,  which  give  entire  precision  to  that  which  they  concern,  are  introduced, 
and  carefully  defined,  and  thus  the  student  greatly  aided.  The  same  is 
true  of  other  collateral  sciences. 

We  said  this  was  a  dictionary.  It  is,  then,  what  it  purports  to  be,  and  in 
an  excellent  kind.  It  is  very  full.  It  must  be  so  to  accomplish  its  purpose. 
A  man  may  want  the  definition  but  once  in  his  life.  When  the  occasion 
arises,  he  must  have  what  is  demanded.  This  volume  is  recommended  to 
the  student  and  physician.  To  the  general  scholar  it  will  be  of  very  use- 
ful reference.  Science  has  spread  itself  over  the  whole  field  of  literature, 
and  its  language  is  widely  used  and  must  often  want  an  interpreter. 

W.  C. 


Bosjemans. — Mr.  Chase,  an  American  Consul  from  the  Cape  of  Good- 
hope,  has  brought  to  this  city,  a  boy  from  Southern  Africa,  who  belongs  to 
that  branch  of  the  great  family  of  man,  called  Bosjemans  or  Bushmen. 
These  people,  who  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  Hottentots — and  known 
to  the  other  native  inhabitants  as  the  wild  Hottentots — occupy  a  remote 
region  of  the  interior,  some  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  Cape  Town.  They 
live  on  vermin,  sleep  in  caves  and  holes,  nearly  in  a  state  of  nakedness, 
and,  owing  to  the  low  physical  condition  to  which  they  are  reduced,  seem 
to  have  degenerated  in  size — the  tallest  of  them  being  represented  as  only 
about  four  feet  and  a  half.  The  skin  of  this  lad  is  of  the  color  of  a  light 
mulatto  ;  the  hair  is  woolly,  but  springs  out  of  the  scalp  in  knotty  parcels, 
and  is  by  no  means  luxuriant.  His  eyes  are  bright,  cheek  bones  high, 
teeth  small  and  well  set,  nose  particularly  flat,  but  the  lips  are  not  over 
thick ;  the  face  is  somewhat  triangular.  Gentlemen  who  have  examined 
this  new  specimen  of  mankind,  now  first  seen  in  America,  were  struck 
with  the  development  of  the  frontal  region.  Without  knowing  his  origin, 
had  he  been  met  in  the  street,  he  would  have  been  taken  for  a  tolerably 
intelligent  mulatto  boy  of  small  stature.  We  recognize  him  as  one  of  a 
family  of  Hottentots,  whose  exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  the 
fear  of  enemies,  neighboring  tribes,  animals  of  prey,  &c,  has  stinted  their 
bodily  growth  and  deteriorated  their  mental  energies.  Feed  them  on  gene- 
rous diet,  clothe  them,  and  place  them  under  elevating  moral  influences, 
and  their  descendants  would  soon  attain  to  the  natural  stature  of  their  re- 
latives, the  better  fed  and  more  powerful,  although  degraded,  Hottentots. 
This  boy,  when  surrounded  by  the  group  of  learned  gentlemen  who  were 
kindly  invited  to  examine  him,  was  evidently  frightened,  and  we  noticed 
that  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks.  This  was  an  unmistakable  evi- 
dence of  the  workings  of  a  deep-seated  humanity,  that  is  susceptible  of 
moral  culture  and  religious  feelings  of  accountability. 

As  a  curiosity,  certainly  a  rare  one,  all  persons  who  are  interested  in 
the  study  of  anthropology,  should  visit  the  Boston  Museum  while  the 
Bosjeman  remains.  Mr.  Kimball  has  placed  many  of  the  literary  and 
scientific  residents  of  the  city  under  obligations,  by  inviting  them  to  exa- 
mine the  stranger  by  themselves,  unmolested  by  a  crowd,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  a  general  public  exhibition. 


Wood's  Quarterly  Retrospect,  No.  2. — This  is  made  up  of  selections 
from  the  medical  journals.  One  portion  of  this  number  is  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  American  selections,  and  the  other  to  foreign.    The  former  gives 


Medical  Intelligence. 


367 


evidence  of  the  skill,  research  and  industry  of  our  own  surgeons  and 
physicians.  Messrs.  R.  &  G.  S.  Wood,  of  New  York,  are  the  publishers. 
There  are  seventeen  medical  journals  now  printed  in  the  United  States, 
sustaining  the  good  name  and  fame  of  a  learned  profession,  and  teeming 
with  the  thoughts,  suggestions,  discoveries,  experience  and  attainments 
of  men  devoted  to  the  responsible  duty  of  ameliorating  human  suffering. 
In  these  there  is  food  enough  at  least  to  feed  the  department  of  this  Quar- 
terly Retrospect  expressly  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  if  not  to  fill  the 
whole  work.  Let  us  have  some  nationality  in  medical  literature,  as 
well  as  in  other  things,  and  not  pretend  to  needless  poverty  in  that  respect, 
by  unnecessarily  borrowing  or  begging.  If  Messrs.  Wood  pursue  this 
plan,  they  may  be  sure  of  a  disposition  to  sustain  them  in  the  experiment 
of  an  American  Quarterly  Retrospect. 


Copying  from  Newspapers. — Correspondents,  from  various  parts  of  the 
compass,  sometimes  send  us  articles  cut  from  newspapers,  which  they 
themselves  have  written — possessing  local  interest,  undoubtedly,  but  when 
these  long  strips  reach  Boston  they  have  lost  both  their  pungency  and 
odor.  Many  of  these  printed  communications  would  have  been  published 
by  us,  had  they  been  sent  here  in  the  first  instance;  but  we  wish  it  dis- 
tinctly understood,  'h  it,  under-  ordinary  circumstances,  no  such  second- 
hand papers,  unless  it  may  be  recent  general  intelligence,  are  admissible. 
It  is  our  ambition  to  serve  our  patrons,  as  respectable  travellers  at  the  best 
hotels  are  entertained,  at  the  first  table.  Fragments  may  always  be  picked 
up  by  the  way  side. 

Multiplicity  of  Doctors. — The  fact  of  the  excessive  supply  of  medical 
men  to  the  community  beyond  all  demand,  might  be  set  down  among  the 
matters  mentioned  by  Solomon  as  unaccountable.  Gold  may  fail — corn 
may  fail — bat  doctors  never  are  deficient  ;  there  is  always  a  stock  on  hand. 
This  over-supply  is  met  with,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  France  also  ; 
and  this  is  evidenced  by  the  assertion  given  in  the  French  papers,  that 
above  151  physicians  in  Paris  alone,  at  the  present  moment,  are  desirous 
of  obtainiae-  posts  as  sanitary  physicians — a  class  which,  by  the  recent 
quarantine  regulations,  is  to  be  established  in  the  ports  of  France,  at  home 
and  abroad.  This  number,  which  increases  daily,  sufficiently  indicates 
the  state  of  the  medical  body  in  Paris. — London  Lancet. 


To  Correspondents. — A  paper  on  Marine  Hospitals  in  the  United  States,  and  one  by  '•'  Pa- 
racelsus ,;  on  Medical  Ethics,  have  been  received. 


Married. — In  Brunswick.  Me.,  George  W.  Woodhouse.  M.D.,  of  Meredith,  N.  H.,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Cleaveland.  daughter  of  Professor  Cleaveland  of  Bowdoin  College. — P.  A.  Jewctt, 
M.D.,of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  Miss  J.  M.  Carrington. 


Died. — At  Sharon.  Vt..  Jason  C.  Spanldin^.  M.D.,  a  skilful  physician  and  honest  man,  much 
lamented,  47.— At  Saxonville.  Mass.,  Dr.  John  T.  Haven,  28. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  endine  Nov.  27th.  G6. — Males.  34 — females,  32. — 
Stillborn.  10.  Of  consumption.  13 — brain  fever.  2 — scarlet  fever,  3 — lung  fever.  8 — typhus 
fever.  9 — rheumatic  fever.  1 — smallpox.  1 — intemperance,  1 — old  age,  2 — accidental,  2 — infan- 
tile. 2 — pleurisy.  1 — teething.  3 — croup.  3 — disease  of  the  bowels.  2 — convulsions,  1 — dropsy,  2 — 
diarrhoea.  2— abscess.  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1— 
cancer,  1 — -child-bed.  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — dysentery,  1. 

Under  5  years,  20 — between  5  ;>nd  20  years,  5 — between  20  and  40  years,  21 — between  40 
and  !0  years.  11 — over  b'O  years.  9 
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A  Case  of  Glossitis — Maltreatment,  nearly  resulting  in  Death.    By  T. 

P.  Bicknell,  M.D. — E.  W  th,  a  lad  ast.  12,  was  attacked  about  two 

weeks  since  by  this  rare,  although  not  to  be  mistaken  disease.  A  quack 
was  called  in,  who  came  to  the  wise  conclusion  that  it  was  a  "difficulty  !  " 
in  the  mouth  !  and  ordered  poultices  under  the  chin  ;  saying,  that  he 
"  would  draw  it  to  a  head,  then  he  could  let  the  'matter  out,  and  thereby 
effect  a  cure  I  " 

The  child  grew  worse  rapidly  ;  the  friends  became  alarmed,  and  in  about 
six  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  I  was  called  to  see  him. 
I  found  the  tongue  red  and  swollen,  filling  the  whole  cavity  of  the  mouth, 
and  thrust  out  between  the  teeth,  appearing  like  a  mass  of  raw  flesh  !  The 
respiration  was  extremely  difficult,  deglutition  almost  impossible.  I  imme- 
diately made  two  deep  incisions  into  the  substance  of  the  tongue,  from 
which  issued  nearly  a  pint  of  dark,  grumous  blood,  with  evident  relief; 
prescribed  nauseating  doses  of  vinum  antirnonii  every  hour,  and  left  him 
quite  comfortable.  In  about  three  hours  the  incisions  closed  and  the  tongue 
rapidly  increased  in  size.  The  quack  was  again  called,  who  persuaded 
the  friends  that  I  was  killing'  the  child.  Another  quack  was  sent  for,  in 
order  to  hold  a  consultation  !  They  agreed  as  to  the  "  difficulty  !  "  and 
sagely  concluded  that  there  was  matter  under  the  chin,  "  which  must  be 
let  out."  They  then  proceeded  to  puncture  under  the  chin,  and  of  course 
found  no  matter  ;  but  told  the  friends  there  would  be  plenty  of  "  mat- 
ter "  in  a  few  days. 

The  child  grew  wTorse,  and  was  momentarily  in  danger  of  suffocation. 
The  father  came  to  me  about  12  hours  after  the  puncture  under  the  chin 
had  been  made,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  implored  me  to  take  charge  of 
the  patient,  saying  that  he  was  satisfied  the  child  must  die  under  their 
course  of  treatment. 

At  this  late  period  I  again  took  charge  of  him.  With  a  scalpel  intro- 
duced flatways  between  the  tongue  and  the  teeth,  I  made  two  deep 
incisions,  nearly  dividing  the  whole  substance  of  the  tongue  from  the 
root  to  the  tip,  from  which  again  issued  above  a  pint  of  dark  offensive 
grumous  blood,  which  afforded  almost  instantaneous  relief.  In  twenty- 
hours  he  could  shut  his  teeth  over  his  tongue,  and  articulate  distinctly  ;  on 
the  third  day  he  was  nearly  well,  the  incisions  in  his  tongue  healing 
kindly. — Illinois  and  Indiana  Medical  Journal. 


How  to  distinguish  Stai?is  of  Blood  from  other  Stains. — Peroz  found 
that  blood-stains  are  blackened  by  hypochlorous  acid,  while  most  coloring 
substances  are  bleached  by  it.  Bra  me  adds,  that  hypochlorous  acid  should 
be  free  from  perchloride  of  mercury,  as  it  is  easily  obtained  by  William- 
son's method,  or  by  agitating  fresh  chlorine  water  with  peroxide  of  mercury. 
The  same  author  advises  removing  the  stains  with  faintly-alkaline  water, 
and  then  performing  the  experiment  in  a  glass  tube.  The  solution  then  ap- 
pears, at  a  certain  degree  of  concentration,  red  by  reflected  light  and  green- 
ish by  transmitted  light.  M.  Buchner  states,  that  the  presence  of  mercury 
does  not  appear  to  interfere  in  the  least  with  the  reaction  of  the  acid,  and 
that  the  blood  stains  instantly  become  brown,  but  not  black.  Chloride  of 
lime  or  chloride  of  soda  and  an  addition  of  muriatic  acid  may  also  be  em- 
ployed.— Chem.  Gaz.,from  Liebig's  Annalen. 
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UNITED  STATES  MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  looking  over  the  papers  of  this,  as  well  as  other  large  cities,  we  very 
frequently  observe  that  they  contain  statements  for  general  information, 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  received  at  custom  houses,  the 
dividends  of  banks  and  insurance  offices,  the  amount  of  specie  imported 
and  exported,  tariff  receipts  for  different  fiscal  years,  with  their  com- 
parative merits,  railroad  statistics,  with  other  items  of  public  and  pri- 
vate interest,  of  a  mercantile,  civil  and  charitable  character.  But 
there  is  one  fund,  of  no  inconsiderable  amount,  paid  over  to  custom 
houses,  which  we  never  find  published.  This  is  the  Marine  Hospital 
Fund,  paid  by  sailors,  who  never  see  published,  for  their  gratification  or 
information,  the  amount  thus  increased  by  their  hands,  for  their  support 
in  time  of  need.  By  the  law  regulating  marine  hospitals,  each  sailor 
pays  his  tax  of  twenty  cents  a  month,  for  the  enlargement  of  this  fund  ; 
and  yet.  great  as  must  be  this  sum,  thus  accumulated,  no  one  knows 
how  much  it  is,  no  one  knows  where  it  goes,  or  whence  it  comes.  The 
tax  is  by  no  means  insignificant,  considering  the  per  centage  which  it 
constitutes  upon  the  capital  out  of  which  it  grows.  Were  merchants, 
tradesmen,  landholders  and  mechanics  taxed  in  the  same  rate,  we  are 
sure  they  would  be  made  aware  of  the  amount,  and  expenditure  of  the 
sum  thus  raised.  In  order  that  we  may  get  at  the  nature  of  the  tax, 
let  us  take  a  vessel  sailing  from  New  York  to  the  Havana  and  back. 
The  time  occupied  is  two  months ;  the  wages  for  the  trip  might  be 
thirty  dollars.  The  sailor's  property  consists  of  a  chest  valued  at  twenty 
dollars  ;  on  this  he  is  taxed  one  dollar  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
forty  cents  by  the  United  States.  Should  he  follow  this  business  the 
year  round,  he  would  be  taxed  seven  dollars  and  forty  cents  on  his  wages 
of  $150,00  during  the  year;  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of 
town,  county  and  State  taxes,  imposed  on  citizens  of  our  larger  towns. 
This  can  be  proved ;  for  in  the  city  of  Roxbury,  according  to  the  as- 
sessors' returns,  the  rate  is  only  $5,70  on  every  thousand  dollars.  The 
sailor  pays  his  tax  willingly,  when  he  considers  the  comfort  it  provides 
for  him  in  time  of  sickness  and  disability  ;  but  he  asks,  and  reasonably, 
too,  that  he  may  get  at  some  information  with  regard  to  the  fund  he  is 
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constantly  establishing.  Cannot  this  be  allowed  him,  through  some  pub- 
lic medium  ? 

How  is  this  money  expended  ?     Its  object  is  medical  treatment  ; 
and  considering  the  large  class  of  persons  calling  for  this  treatment,  the 
demand  made  upon  the  medical  officers  in  the  institutions  must  be  very 
great,  and  every  reasonable  man  would  say  they  should  be  paid  accord- 
ingly.   The  domestic  affairs  of  the  hospitals  should  by  no  means  be  neg- 
lected, but  the  main  object  of  their  establishment  being  the  healing  of 
the  sick,  this  should  be  the  primary  aim,  and  this  branch  most  liberally 
sustained.    What  is  the  truth  on  this  score?    By  a  comparison  of  the 
duties  and  emoluments  of  marine  and  naval  hospitals,  we  may  arrive  at 
some  knowledge  of  the  pecuniary  condition  of  their  respective  medical 
officers.    There  are  in  Chelsea,  Mass.,  two  hospitals,  the  Naval  and  Ma- 
rine, affording  means  for  carrying  out  our  illustrations.   The  surgeon  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  has  a  salary  of  $1000  per  year,  without  the  allowance 
of  any  assistant  on  the  part  of  Government ;  the  surgeon  of  the  Naval 
Hospital,  if  he  be  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  standing  in  the  service,  has 
$2000,  and  the  advantage  of  an  assistant  with  a  salary  of  $950  per 
year ;  thus  rendering  the  medical  attendance  of  the  Naval  to  exceed  that 
of  the  Marine  Hospital,  by  $1950.    Let  us  now  compare  their  duties. 
The  Naval  Hospital  rarely  numbers  more  than  ten  patients  daily,  who 
can  avail  themselves  of  the  double  amount  of  medical  attendance  allowed 
them.    The  Marine  Hospital,  according  to  the  last  quarter's  report, 
which  is  as  follows — 

Sick  and  disabled  in  Hospital  July  12,    -    -    -    -  60 

Received  during  the  quarter,     ------     270 — 330 

Discharged,  cured  or  relieved,  -    -    -    -  242 

Died,  11 

Remaining,  September  30,  -    -  77 —  330 

averaged  more  than  60  patients  per  day.  During  the  last  six  months, 
the  number  of  patients  has  been  499;  and  we  must  be  convinced  at 
once,  when  we  see  that  out  of  these  only  22  have  died,  how  great  must 
be  the  demand  upon  the  surgeon's  vigilance,  skill  and  attention.  It  is 
required  that  he  should  be  at  his  post  at  all  hours,  in  order  to  receive  the 
patients  who  have  permits  from  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  and  come 
as  they  please  to  be  benefited  by  his  attendance.  The  privilege  granted 
him  of  out-door  practice  has  been  used  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  fixing 
his  salary  at  this  low  rate ;  but  who  would  think  of  this,  when  he  is 
called  upon  at  all  times,  by  the  requisition  of  Government,  to  visit  eighty 
patients  in  the  morning,  prescribe  for  them,  write  down  his  prescriptions, 
see  that  they  are  properly  distributed,  and  be  always  ready  to  receive 
those  who  are  liable  at  all  hours  of  the  day  to  enter  his  house.  With 
these  duties  imposed  upon  him,  the  idea  of  out-door  practice  is  absurd. 
In  the  expenditure  of  the  sailors'  money  for  medical  attendance,  it  must 
be  seen  that  neither  liberality  nor  justice  is  exercised,  both  by  an  exa- 
mination of  marine  hospital  duties,  and  by  a  comparison  of  them  w  ith 
these  of  naval  hospitals  with  much  smaller  requirements. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  relative  proportions  of  hospital  expenses 
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throughout  the  Union,  and  the  manner  in  which  individuals  avail  them- 
selves of  the  funds,  and  we  shall  see  great  inequality  in  the  former  and 
great  fraud  in  the  latter.  By  the  last  statistical  report  of  marine  hos- 
pitals we  find  that  in  Maine  386  patients  required  $  1,031  for  medical 
attendance,  $4,330  for  hoarding  and  nursing.  In  North  Carolina  247 
patients  required  $1,072  48  for  medical  attendance,  $2,120  94  for 
boarding  and  nursing.  In  Missouri,  264  patients  required  $1,247  80 
for  medical  attendance,  $2,836  54  for  boarding  and  nursing.  In  Mas- 
sachusetts 822  patients  required  $1,399  48  for  medical  attendance, 
$10,500  67  for  board  and  nursing;  showing  that  264  patients  in  Mis- 
souri required  more  medical  attendance  than  3S6  in  Maine,  and  that 
247  in  North  Carolina  required  almost  as  much  as  822  in  Massachusetts. 
These  are  only  a  few  specimens  of  the  discrepancy  existing  ;  but  they 
are  enough  to  show  the  excessive  defects  in  a  system  whose  object 
should  be  the  judicious  expenditure  of  money  earned  with  much  toil, 
and  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  sorest  wants. 

The  manner  of  admission  by  means  of  permits  is  open  to  gross  frauds. 
The  requirements  render  certain  interrogations  at  the  Custom  House 
necessary,  by  which  the  birth  place  and  number  of  years  spent  in  the 
American  merchant  service  are  obtained.  These  questions  are  easily  an- 
swered, and  persons  who  have  hardly  smelled  salt  water,  aided  often- 
times by  landlords,  enjoy  rights  at  the  expense  of  those  who  have  braved 
the  storm  for  years.  This  we  know  to  be  true,  and  to  be  occurring  al- 
most every  day.  Men  who  never  spoke  a  word  of  English,  and  never 
sailed  under  an  American  flag,  may  be  found  in  our  marine  hospitals. 
Runaways  and  deserters  from  foreign  ships,  by  means  of  permits,  come 
there  and  enjoy  the  bounty  provided.  This  should  not  be.  The  ne- 
cessities of  those  entitled  are  of  themselves  sufficient,  and  their  ground 
should  not  be  encroached  upon.  The  whole  system  needs  re-modelling, 
and  by  means  of  the  present  resources  and  the  increasing  demand  in 
the  country  as  our  ports  are  multiplied  on  every  shore,  lake  and  river,  a 
splendid  arrangement  of  hospitals  might  be  made,  which  would  be  credita- 
ble to  the  nation,  blessings  to  the  sick  sailor,  and  fine  schools  for  the 
advancement  of  medical  science. 

Thirty-six  Years  at  Sea. 


MEDICAL  ETHICS  FOR  PRACTITIONERS,  AND  FOR  COLLEGES;  OR 
"  WHAT  MAKES  THE  DIFFERENCE  ?"— NO.  IV. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  pursue  the  subject  farther  in  the  form  of 
quotation,  as  all,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  periodical 
private  cards  of  medical  colleges,  so  abundantly  sent  forth  under  the 
various  titles  of  announcements,  circulars,  catalogues  and  introductory 
lectures,  must  at  once  see  the  incongruity  of  these  productions  with  that 
high  standard  of  professional  character,  marked  out  by  the  committee  on 
ethics;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  few  quotations  that  have  been 
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presented  exhibit  scarcely  an  average  sample  of  these  precious  morceaux, 
there  are  few  that  will  differ  from  the  writer,  in  the  belief  that  it  is  high 
time  the  finger  of  scorn  had  marked  with  proper  reprobation  these 
veritable  opprobria  medicorum. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  since,  that  a  new  school  was  started  in  one  of 
our  metropolitan  cities,  in  which  the  introductory  lecture  of  the  first 
course  consisted  of  but  a  tissue  of  the  most  inflated  boastings,  as  much 
outdoing  the  empty  fanfaronade  of  the  most  reckless  nostrum  monger, 
as  the  great  talents  and  extensive  acquirements  of  the  lecturer  exceed 
those  of  such  as  engage  in  these  impostures.  And  if  that  really  distin- 
guished teacher  could  be  induced  to  read  over  his  own  production,  now 
that  the  excitement  of  the  moment  has  so  far  abated,  that  a  realizing 
sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  exalted  character  which  his  station  demands, 
may  be  supposed  to  have  gained  the  ascendancy,  his  countenance  must 
have  in  its  composition  something  more  durable  than  the  far-famed 
alloy  of  copper  and  zinc,  or  it  would  change  before  the  ordeal. 

It  is  not  in  boasting  only,  that  colleges  adopt,  the  "  ordinary  practices 
of  empirics ;  "  but  they  frequently  avail  themselves  of  others,  which 
though  apparently  originating  from  sources  foreign  from  themselves,  and 
therefore  more  likely  to  temporarily  gull  the  unwary,  are  in  reality  usually 
obtained  by  cajoling  or  by  dictation.  If  the  school  have  been  suspect- 
ed of  teaching  doctrines  other  than  orthodox,  the  suspicion  must  be  dis- 
pelled by  the  certificate  of  the  delegates  of  the  State  Society  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  examination  of  candidates  for  graduation, 
or  perhaps  from  the  Fellows  of  the  institution  when  such  a  body  exists  ; 
and  these  certificates  are  published  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  next  cata- 
logue or  announcement. 

Again,  a  new  professor  has  been  brought  into  the  Faculty,  a  circum- 
stance which,  as  has  already  been  shown,  is  usually  attended  with  a 
flourish  of  trumpets,  duly  setting  forth  his  great  opportunities,  he.  Yet, 
having  completed  his  first  course  of  lectures,  a  second  part  of  the  drama 
must  be  acted  in  order  to  complete  the  plot.  A  few  of  the  students  are 
admitted  behind  the  curtain,  whose  feelings  are  known  to  be  favorable 
to  the  movement,  and  straitway  a  meeting  of  his  friends  among  the 
class  is  called.  As  the  novelty  offers  a  new  source  for  excitement,  such 
meetings  are  usually  respectably  attended,  and  when  once  duly  organized, 
a  committee  of  one  from  each  of  the  States  and  governments  represented, 
is  appointed,  and  the  mover  of  this  very  novel  proceeding,  being  the 
first  named  by  the  moderator,  is  of  course  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Retiring  for  the  purpose,  the  chairman  produces  from  his  pocket,  what 
he  calls  a  hastily-drawn  sketch  of  the  article  needed,  and  after,  perhaps, 
some  slight  alteration  or  interlineation,  at  the  suggestion  of  some  one,  also 
in  the  secret,  these  cut  and  dried  resolutions,  teeming  with  the  most  ex- 
travagant and  fulsome  laudation  of  the  ability,  manner,  &c,  of  said 
teacher,  as  an  expression  of  its  sentiments,  is  presented  to  the  meeting, 
where  being  duly  approved,  as  evidenced  not  only  by  an  unanimous 
vote,  but  also  by  sundry  outbursts  of  most  vociferous  applause,  it  is,  by 
order  of  the  sovereign  class,  communicated  to  the  unsuspecting  but 
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overwhelmingly  gratified  object  of  this  packed  transaction.  Blushing 
under  his  laurels,  and  scarcely  recovered  from  the  not  unpleasant  shock 
of  his  sensibilities,  the  favored  individual  is  next  beset  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  institution,  and  finally  yielding  to  their  most  urgent  solicitations, 
he  surrenders  at  discretion  the  highly-prized  document,  notwithstanding, 
in  his  reply  to  the  moderator  of  the  meeting,  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
carry  it  with  him  to  his  grave,  as  a  token  of  inestimable  value ;  and 
this  certificate  of  his  ability  is  sent  forth  on  the  wings  of  fame  in  the 
next  private  card  of  the  college. 

Now  wherein,  it  is  asked,  does  the  publication  of  these  documents, 
obtained  however  they  may  be,  differ  from  the  certificates  of  the  char- 
latan ;  and  how  is  their  promulgation  more  consistent  with  the  unas- 
suming dignity  of  professional  character,  when  given  to  an  individual 
occupying  the  station  of  a  teacher,  than  when  presented  as  an  expression 
of  the  gratitude  of  him  who,  "  when  about  to  perish,"  may  have  been 
restored  to  health  and  happiness  by  his  timely  attention  and  skill  in  the 
more  humble  sphere  of  a  practitioner  ?  In  both  cases  they  may  have 
been  the  spontaneous  outbursts  of  hearts  overflowing  with  kindness  and 
good  will,  and  their  reception  may  have  been  extremely  gratifying,  as 
an  evidence  of  appreciated  effort  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity;  yet 
when  abstracted  from  the  sacred  secrecy  of  the  recipient's  own  posses- 
sion, and  sent  forth  as  heralds  to  trumpet  his  fame  and  advance  his  in- 
terest, the  ethereal  holiness  of  their  character  is  at  once  lost,  their  lustre 
is  tarnished,  and  mixed  up  with  sordid  pecuniary  interest  ;  as  the  snow, 
which,  when  first  Adlen,  covers  the  fields  with  a  mantle  of  virgin  white- 
ness, yet  when  brought  in  contact  for  a  time  with  earth,  mixed  up 
with  corrupting  dust,  it  soon  loses  its  dazzling  purity  of  color,  and  be 
comes  grey,  gummy  and  filthy. 

Again,  the  code  informs  us,  when  treating  on  the  subject  of  consulta- 
tions, that  "  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular  practitioner  or  a  fit 
associate  in  consultations,  whose  practice  is  based  on  an  exclusive  dogma, 
to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  the  profession  and  of 
the  aids  actually  furnished  by  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology  and  or- 
ganic chemistry." — (Code,  chap.  2,  art.  4,  §1.)  As  a  general  law, 
the  paragraph  which  is  in  part  quoted  is  so  fraught  with  wisdom,  as  to 
meet  with  an  almost  universal  response,  not  only  among  the  profession, 
but  from  the  uninitiated  also;  and  though,  perhaps,  a  case  may  occa- 
sionally occur  where  the  physician  may  be  benefited  by  the  suggestions 
of  the  illiterate,  yet  such  occurrences  are  so  rare  as  to  prove  the  truth  of 
the  general  rule.  Still  less  frequently  can  advantage  arise  from  bringing 
together  individuals  with  strong  party  prejudices,  arising  out  of  the  va- 
rious medical  heresies  and  schisms  of  the  day.  Indeed,  setting  aside 
the  impropriety  of  making  the  sick  room  the  arena  for  angry  disputations 
and  unprofitable  controversy,  it  can  hardly  be  anticipated  that  science 
would  be  advanced  or  suffering  humanity  benefited,  by  bringing  together 
men,  however  nearly  equal  they  may  be  on  the  score  of  literary  attain- 
ment, if  while  the  one  party  looks  for  information  to  rational  sources,  as 
the  accumulated  experience  of  intelligent  observers,  united  to  a  know- 
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ledge  of  the  human  system,  the  functions  of  its  organs  in  health,  the 
changes  produced  by  disease,  and  the  influence  of  physical  agents 
thereon,  the  other  party  are  entirely  directed  by  some  hypothetical  doc- 
trine, some  simple  idea,  or  have  but  a  single  remedy  or  course  for  all 
emergencies.  The  committee,  therefore,  acted  wisely  by  introducing 
into  the  code  a  clause,  so  decidedly  condemnatory  of  such  futile  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  "  qualified  "  members  of  the  profession. 

But  while  medical  practitioners  are  properly  restricted  with  regard  to 
their  intercourse  with  professional  heretics,  schismatics,  infidels,  he. ; 
while  they  are  constrained,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick,  the  character  of  the 
profession,  and  a  respect  for  the  mandates  of  its  ethics,  to  keep  aloof 
from  mixing  with  the  fashionable  systems  of  charlatanry  so  rife  at  the 
present  day — the  colleges  are  permitted  to,  and  do  admit  to  their  lec- 
tures, and  confer  their  honors  on,  the  open  and  avowed  advocates  of 
the  various  forms  of  empiricism  ;  an  act  which  at  once  puts  into  the 
hands  of  the  veriest  enemies  of  medical  science  the  means  of  bearding 
its  real  votaries  in  their  own  household.  These  bastard  scions  of  an 
honorable  profession — these  fruits  of  an  illicit  embrace — consider  the 
affair  altogether  in  the  light  of  a  business  transaction,  and  having  de- 
termined to  obtain  a  diploma,  they  cast  about  for  an  institution  of  the 
u  most  easy  virtue,"  and  straitway  set  about  going  through  the  forms 
of  its  curriculum.  This  they  pretend  is  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty, 
especially  if  the  a?'gent  comptant  be  forth  coming.  Having  obtained  the 
precious  document,  and  paraded  their  names  in  print,  or  on  the  sign- 
board, with  the  coveted  M.D.  duly  appended,  the  object  of  all  this  la- 
bor and  expense  becomes  manifest.  It  is  to  give  to  the  mere  gullcatcher  a 
character  of  erudition,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  more  readily  to 
entrap  the  victim  of  his  imposture.  Such  must  necessarily  be  the  effect 
of  our  institutions  giving  their  diplomas  to  the  advocates  of  homoeopathy, 
hydropathy  and  Thomsonism,  and  thereby  constituting  them  the  legiti- 
mate offspring  of  our  own  cherished  alma  mater ;  for  whatever  has  been 
said  by  the  writer  has  been  spoken  more  with  feelings  of  grief  and  shame 
than  of  anger.  Indeed,  he  was  not  till  recently  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  practice  ;  when  in  conversation  with  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
professors  of  one  of  our  schools  of  high  character,  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  no  remedy  for  the  evil  ;  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
know  the  character  of  every  private  preceptor,  or  the  special  views  of 
every  medical  student ;  and  farther,  that  if  the  "  preceptor  have  been  a 
graduate  in  medicine,  his  certificate  of  the  time  of  the  student's  study 
must  be  received."  It  will  be  unnecessary,  at  this  time,  to  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  the  reader  by  exhibiting  the  absurdity  of  such  a  course ;  for  if 
the  scales  of  gold  could  be  detached  from  the  eyes  of  the  very  distin- 
guished individuals  who  regulate  these  matters,  they  would  at  once  see 
how  preposterous  the  proceeding  is,  to  send  forth  from  their  portals, 
crowned  with  their  highest  honors,  brothers  in  science,  from  the  arms  of 
the  same  cherishing  mother,  yet  destined  not  only  by  a  rational  law 
of  professional  ethics,  but  from  the  very  nature  of  their  pursuits,  their 
feelings,  prejudices,  everything,  to  a  complete  reparation  in  their  after 
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life,  a  perfect  non-intercourse  in  all  their  labors  in  the  great  cause  of  re- 
lieving the  sufferings  incident  to  our  nature.  Paracelsus. 
November  24,  1847. 


PALMER'S  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request  and  the  request  of 
many  others  of  the  medical  faculty,  I  have  written  this  short  article, 
which  I  send  for  publication  in  your  Journal,  concerning  my  patent  ar- 
tificial limb.  I  will  not  attempt  to  give  an  elaborate  account  of  all  the 
minutiae  of  its  construction,  but  simply  a  general  idea  of  its  novelty, 
utility  and  modus  operandi.  It  would  be  quite  impossible,  in  this  short 
sketch,  to  give  your  readers  anything  like  a  definite  idea  of  the  peculiar 
action  of  the  various  parts  about  the  articulations,  or  the  new  and  im- 
proved modes  of  constructing  and  attaching  the  springs,  tendons,  &c, 
which  give  life-like  action  to  the  substitute ;  and,  as  it  is  not  the  manner 
of  arranging,  but  the  result  produced  by  the  improved  principles  com- 
bining and  acting  in  the  substitute  which  will  more  particularly  gratify 
the  reader,  I  shall  aim  to  give  an  idea  of  the  leg  in  operation,  and 
make  some  suggestions  to  the  profession  concerning  amputations,  as  my 
success  depends  somewhat  upon  the  place  of  amputation.  Many  have 
visited  me  for  relief,  whom,  to  relieve,  was  almost  to  create,  in  conse- 
quence of  unskilful  amputation.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  your 
readers  to  know  that  this  invention  of  the  artificial  leg,  is  the  result  of 
much  investigation,  years  of  incessant  thought,  and  days  and  nights  of 
unmitigated  toil,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  one  of  the  inventor's  legs, 
which  was  ground  ofT  in  a  bark  mill,  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age. 
All  the  most  approved  artificial  legs,  including  the  valuable  one  of  Dr. 
Potts,  of  London,  known  as  the  "  Anglesey  Leg,"  I  had  worn  previous 
to  completing  my  invention,  and  I  tested  thoroughly  my  own  improve- 
ment, and  secured  a  patent  for  the  same,  before  venturing  to  expose  it 
to  the  gaze  of  a  scrutinizing  public.  In  fact,  I  only  thought,  originally, 
to  relieve  my  own  suffering  by  the  production  of  my  own  hands  ;  but 
having  exhibited  the  limb  thus  constructed,  1  was  called  before  the 
public,  and  a  generous  American  public  has  fully  appreciated  the  worth 
of  the  invention.  My  unfortunate  fellow  beings,  who,  like  me,  had 
travelled  long  on  crutches  o'er  earth's  crags,  without  hope  of  relief,  have 
arisen,  as  one  has  said,  "  in  joint  and  limb  complete,"  and  my  fondest 
hopes  are  more  than  crowned  with  success.  I  trust  you  will  pardon 
the  momentary  digression  in  which  1  have  indulged,  and  I  will  now  re- 
turn to  the  subject  of  my  letter. 

As  much  depends  upon  a  skilful  amputation,  and  as  various  erroneous 
ideas  have  been  conceived  by  many  surgeons  with  regard  to  the  best 
stump  to  which  to  fit  an  artificial  limb,  permit  me  to  remark  that  gene- 
rally it  is  desirable  to  have  the  stump  left  as  long  as  it  can  be  with 
safety.    The  question  may  be  asked,  "  is  not  this  now  the  case  "  ?  I 
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answer,  no.  I  have  now  with  me  a  gentleman,  whose  leg  was  am- 
putated very  near  the  knee-joint,  which  might  just  as  well  have  been 
taken  off  in  the  most  desirable  place  for  fitting  an  artificial  one,  so  as 
to  give  the  most  complete  and  perfect  use  of  the  natural  knee  ;  but  the 
patient  was  told  by  the  surgeon  that  'twas  in  vain  to  think  of  applying 
a  leg  below  the  knee,  so  as  to  give  the  use  of  the  natural  joint,  without 
great  difficulty  in  supporting  the  weight,  and  that  it  was  preferable  to 
flex  the  knee,  and  pressing  the  thigh  into  a  socket — "push  along"  as 
Hood  would  say,  "  thump,  lump — lump,  thump,"  upon  the  uncouth 
stub  leg.  Prodigiously  absurd  is  such  an  idea  ;  and  even  now  in  this 
case,  with  this  very  short  stump,  I  shall  give  the  patient  a  very  tolera- 
ble use  of  the  natural  knee,  as  I  have  done  in  several  similar  instances 
previously.  But  how  admirably  he  might  have  walked,  if  the  amputa- 
tion had  been  performed  a  few  inches  lower — and  the  injury  was  very 
near  the  ankle,  so  that  the  leg  might  have  been  removed  very  low  down. 
I  always  use  the  natural  knee,  if  flexible,  if  there  remains  two  and 
one  half  inches  of  the  limb  below  the  joint.  If  the  amputation  be  below 
the  knee,  and  the  articulation  flexed  and  stiff,  the  leg  remaining  at  right 
angles  with  the  thigh,  or  nearly  so,  with  my  apparatus  I  give  perfect  use 
of  an  artificial  knee-joint,  without  elongating  the  thigh  or  increasing  its 
circumference  enough  to  be  perceptible.  In  no  case  does  any  pressure 
come  upon  the  end  of  the  stump,  so  that,  however  tender  it  may  be 
about  the  place  of  amputation,  as  the  bearing  comes  upon  the  circum- 
ference of  the  limb  above,  the  weight  is  supported  with  perfect  ease. 
A  stump  from  six  to  ten  inches  in  length  below  the  knee  gives  the  best 
chance  for  fitting  a  false  limb,  if  the  thigh  is  to  be  amputated,  let  the 
operation  be  also  performed  as  low  down  as  practicable,  though  it  should 
not  be  within  three  inches  of  the  knee.  I  make  these  suggestions,  be- 
Ifeving  them  to  be  important,  as  many  limbs  are  amputated  at  random, 
or  at  least  without  any  reference  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration  ; 
and  I  am  certain  that  you  would  not  deem  them  unimportant,  if  you  were 
in  the  habit  of  fitting  artificial  limbs,  as  I  am,  to  all  the  various  kinds  of 
stumps.  Permit  me,  however,  to  remark,  that  in  all  cases  of  amputa- 
tion, if  there  remain  two  inches  of  the  thigh,  a  limb  may  be  fitted  so  as 
to  be  far  preferable  to  a  crutch,  and  enable  the  wearer  to  walk  with  fa- 
cility, and  engage  in  any  active  employment.  A  gentleman  for  whom  I 
arranged  a  limb  last  winter,  whose  thigh  was  amputated  near  the  body, 
informs  me  that  he  labored  upon  a  farm  the  past  summer,  and  could  | 
perform  as  much  labor  and  command  as  high  wages  as  any  common 
farmer,  and  that  he  had  travelled  on  foot  four  miles  in  sixty-five  minutes 
with  his  new  leg.  In  all  cases  where  any  of  the  natural  articulations 
are  either  gone  or  inflexible,  I  give  the  patient  perfect  use  of  artificial 
ones  to  supply  the  deficiency  thereof. 

The  principles  upon  which  my  patent  leg  is  constructed,  are  such  that 
a  complete  likeness  of  the  anatomical  limb  is  given,  and  whether  dressed 
or  undressed  there  appears  no  excrescence,  vacuum  or  unnatural  depres- 
sion in  the  contour.  About  the  articulations,  also,  the  same  symmetry 
of  proportion  is  observed  as  in  natural  joints.    The  springs  and  tendons 
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in  the  artificial  limb  which  perform  the  functions  of  the  tcndo-AchilUs, 
flexor  and  extensor  muscles,  &ic,  are  durable,  and  as  they  are  all  in  the 
interior  of  the  limb,  they  are  not  subject  to  accident,  and  do  not  wear  the 
clothing  covering  the  leg,  or  injure  the  beauty  and  finish  of  the  same. 
I  have  compounded  a  cement  which  I  use  in  the  finish  of  the  exterior, 
which  is  impervious  to  water,  and  which  fastens  the  outside  cover- 
ing, or  cuticle,  indissolubly,  and  gives  a  beauty  of  color  and  finish,  rival- 
led only  by  that  of  the  human  limb.  B.  Frank.  Palmer. 
Meredith  Bridge,  JV.  H.,  JSov.  24th,  1347. 


THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  PERIODICAL  FEVERS. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Rock  River  Medical  Society,  May  18th,  1847,  by  S.  G-.  Armor,  M.D . 

of  Rcckford,  Illinois. 

Observations  on  medical  topography  form  a  valuable  feature  of  our 
western  medical  literature.  The  effect  of  atmospheric  vicissitude,  of 
peculiar  condition  of  soil  and  climate,  and  of  the  extensive  decay  of 
vegetable  matter,  resulting  from  the  rich  alluvial  soils  of  the  West,  tend 
to  the  production  of  diseases  differing  in  type,  in  symptoms,  in  pa- 
thology, and  consequently  in  treatment,  from  those  of  the  same  general 
class,  as  observed  by  emigrant  physicians  from  the  more  eastern  States. 
And  it  is  a  fact,  well  known  to  the  profession,  that  in  no  forms  of  feb- 
rile diseases  have  we  less  extensive  and  carefully  studied  pathological 
observations  than  those  of  our  periodical  fevers  of  the  West.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  the  unwearied  observations  of  those  who  would  add 
to  the  common  stock  of  this  interesting  department  of  our  literature. 

At  an  early  period  fevers  were  divided,  arranged  and  systematized 
under  various  classifications,  according  to  the  supposed  pathology  of  the 
disease.  Galen  first  divided  into  essentials  and  non-essentials;  one  a 
specific  disease  per  se ;  the  other  sympathelic  or  symptomatic  of  the 
essential  form.  At  this  time  the  doctrines  of  the  solidists  were  warmly 
advocated  and  contested.  Pinel,  embracing  the  doctrines  of  the  hu- 
moralists,  contended  with  all  the  philosophy  of  the  times,  that  the  solids 
were  only  secondarily  affected  ;  the  primary  source  of  the  disease  being 
located  in  the  fluids  of  the  body.  This  was  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
the  ancients.  At  a  later  day,  Stahl  published  to  the  world  his  theory  of 
plethora,  or  fulness  of  vessels,  and  also  a  depraved  condition  of  the  fluids, 
fever  being  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  an  effort  of  nature  to  get  rid  of 
the  onus  of  disease.  Hoffman,  maintaining  the  principles  of  solidism, 
taught  the  doctrine  of  derangement  of  the  nervous  system,  and  spasm 
of  the  capillaries.  Brown,  the  father  of  the  Brunonian  system,  also 
embracing  the  doctrines  of  solidism,  supposed  that  there  existed  a  prin- 
ciple of  excitability — that  a  proper  amount  of  this  was  necessary  to 
the  production  of  healthy  action — too  much  leading  to  the  development 
of  fever.  Broussais  enthusiastically  considering  that  he  had  unlocked  the 
great  secret,  contended  that  the  first  impression  is  made  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  taught  his  pupils  to  look  upon 
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this  as  the  primum  mobile  and  ultimum  moriens  of  all  disease.  Lou?s7 
repudiating  the  exclusive  doctrines  of  all  preceding  theories,  contends 
that  the  fluids  and  solids  are  alike  affected,  and  labors  to  establish  what 
he  calls  "  reciprocal  action."  Thus,  in  the  very  onset  of  our  investiga- 
tion, we  have  a  perfect  democracy  of  opinion.  Each,  caught  by  the 
fancied  beauty  of  his  theory,  has  had  his  "  day  of  glory  " — but  has  only 
risen  to  be  again  ushered  into  oblivion.  The  progress  of  physiological 
and  pathological  science  is  daily  pointing  out  the  errors  into  which,  in 
their  exclusiveness,  these  eminent  authors  fell  ;  while  at  the  same  time 
we  are  enriching  our  medical  literature  by  the  many  valuable  truths 
which  they  taught. 

I  do  not  purpose,  at  present,  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  the 
agency,  or  combination  of  agencies,  which  give  rise  to  those  forms  of  fe- 
ver peculiar  to  the  middle,  southern  and  western  portions  of  the  Union. 
As  to  whether  this  consists  in  the  specific  poison  called  malaria;  or7 
as  has  been  supposed,  in  the  influence  of  a  "  moist  warm  air — air  ex- 
cessively moist  considered  in  connection  with  its  own  temperature  and 
the  temperature  of  the  human  body  "  ;  or  on  "  an  impaired  or  deranged 
condition  of  the  vital  functions  of  the  skin  "  ;  does  not  affect  my  pre- 
sent inquiry.  Each  or  all  of  these  causes  may  have  an  agency,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  production  of  our  periodical  fevers ;  and 
by  the  term  periodical  I  include  remittent,  intermittent,  and  congestive 
fevers,  which  often  run  into  each  other  by  imperceptible  gradations, 
and  are,  indeed,  mere  forms  or  modifications  of  the  same  essential 
disease. 

The  pathology  of  these  fevers  has  ever  been  a  vexed  question  in 
medicine,  both  as  to  the  remote  cause,  and  to  the  primary  impression  of 
that  cause  on  the  organism.  But  we  have  good  reason  to  suppose — 
in  fact  all  analogies  in  the  pathology  of  disease  tend  to  show — that  the 
agency,  be  it  what  it  may,  operates  primarily  on  the  blood,  by  changing 
its  normal  condition.  From  an  investigation  of  the  great  system  of  nu- 
trition, as  connected  with  animal  and  organic  life,  it  must  appear  evident 
that  very  many  disorders  to  which  human  "  flesh  is  heir,"  consist  in 
morbid  alterations  in  the  nutritive  process.  "  Indeed,"  says  Carpenter, 
in  his  recent  work  on  physiology,  "  the  progress  of  physiological  research 
obviously  leads  to  the  conclusion,  that  in  every  part  of  the  living  body 
there  is  an  inherent  and  independent  vitality,  which  enables  it  to  grow 
and  maintain  its  normal  structure  so  long  as  it  is  supplied  with  the  re- 
quisite materials,  and  no  longer  "  ;  and  the  tendency  which  (happily 
for  the  progress  of  medical  science)  is  now  gaining  ground,  to  seek  in 
the  blood  for  primary  pathological  changes,  when  there  is  an  obvious 
general  disturbance  of  the  system,  will  doubtless  lead  to  increased  know- 
ledge of  the  real  nature  of  diseased  states. 

The  next  question  which  presents  itself,  is,  what  system  is  it  which 
is  principally  influenced  by  the  poison  of  the  remote  cause  when  mingled 
with  the  blood  ?  That  system  appears  to  be  the  nervous  one.  and  that 
portion  of  it  especially,  which  presides  over  the  organic  functions,  and 
to  this  pathological  feature  I  wish  particularly  to  direct  attention. 
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1  shall  observe,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  the  distinction  of  the 
cerebrospinal  and  ganglionic  systems,  so  much  insisted  on  by  many 
physiologists,  and  especially  by  M.  Bracket,  in  his  very  ingenious  theory 
of  fever.  But  in  making  the  distinction  we  must  admit  that  the  cerebral 
nerves  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  influence  over  the  organic  sensibility  ; 
yet  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  this  influence  is  an  indirect  one  ; 
because  the  viscera  which  perform  the  organic  functions,  do  not  receive 
their  nerves  from  the  brain,  but  from  the  ganglions.  These  ganglia 
supply  the  vital  or  nutritive  functions,  and  have  been,  with  propriety, 
considered  the  aggregate  of  so  many  small  nervous  systems,  which  are 
the  peculiar  centres  of  the  organic  life  ;  just  as  the  brain  is  the  great 
and  only  centre  of  the  animal  life.  But  while  the  animal  life  immediately 
fails  on  an  interruption  of  the  organic  system,  the  converse  of  the  pro- 
position does  not  appear  to  be  true  to  the  same  extent.  Thus  foetuses 
without  heads,  in  utero,  possess  an  active  organic  life  ;  they  are  frequently, 
at  the  time  of  birth,  monsters  in  bulk.  Many  striking  and  incontesta- 
ble proofs  might  be  enumerated,  of  the  co-existence  of  a  suspension  of 
the  cerebral  functions  with  a  permanent  action  of  the  organic  life.  In 
fact  the  whole  process  of  absorption,  of  assimilation,  of  nutrition,  and 
of  the  secreting  operation  in  general,  is  effected  without  any  direct  de- 
pendence upon  the  animal  system.  But  the  inquiry  may  next  arise,  as 
to  what  relation  the  organic  nerves  sustain  to  the  general  perversion  of 
all  these  functions.  Our  answer  is  : — An  irritable  depressed  condition 
of  organic  sensibility  is  the  immediate  result  of  a  primary  pathological 
condition  of  the  blood  ;  because  the  system  of  nutrition  being  arrested, 
the  natural  healthy  stimulus  of  the  organic  nerves  is  withdrawn,  and 
hence  the  general  functional  derangement  characteristic  of  fever.  It 
has  been  contended,  however,  by  a  class  of  pathologists,  and  with 
much  apparent  plausibility,  that  the  abnormal  character  of  the  secretions 
is  not  primary  and  essential,  but  in  reality  a  result  of  the  abnornal  state 
of  the  blood  from  which  it  is  separated,  and  that  the  organ  itself  is  still 
performing  a  healthy  function  in  separating  from  the  blood  that  which 
would  be  injurious.  This  proposition  is  doubtless  too  extensive  and  too 
broad  a  one.  It  is  easy  to  conceive,  and  indeed  rational  to  suppose, 
that  derangement  of  healthy  organic  sensibility  is  equally  concerned  in 
the  production  of  faulty  functional  derangement  of  the  secernent  sys- 
tem ;  thus  beautifully  illustrating  the  doctrines  of  "  reciprocal  action  " 
as  taught  by  Louis.  And  to  this  law  of  relation,  with  the  curative  de- 
ductions therefrom,  our  attention  should  be  particularly  directed. 

All  the  symptomatology  of  our  periodical  fevers,  points  to  an  ady- 
namic condition  of  the  nervous  system  as  the  most  prominent  and  for- 
midable lesion.  Indeed,  the  very  fact  of  their  periodical  character 
throws  much  light  on  their  pathology,  for  periodicity  is  characteristic  of 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  In  the  examination  of  a  patient,  we 
observe  a  dry,  hot  skin,  increase  of  vascular  excitement,  and  general 
functional  derangement  of  all  the  secernent  system.  But  these  symp- 
toms, it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  are  secondary  ;  they  have  been  an- 
nounced by  chill,  which  is  occasioned  by  impression  made  on  the  ner- 
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vous  system.  We  are  led  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that  fever,  as  a 
symptom,  is  merely  re-action  from  nervous  prostration.  Break  down, 
from  any  cause,  the  nice  balance  existing  between  the  nervous  and  vas- 
cular systems,  and  fever  always  follows.  Take,  for  example,  concussion 
of  the  brain.  First,  if  we  have  entire  prostration  of  the  nervous  energy, 
body  cold  and  chilly,  secretions  measurably  suspended  ;  re-action  even- 
tually comes  on,  and  fever,  thirst,  hot  skin,  dry  mouth,  in  short  all  the 
symptoms  of  fever,  are  present. 

Post-mortem  examinations  have  frequently  pointed  out  extensive  struc- 
tural lesions  in  these  forms  of  fever,  but  the  existence  of  these  lesions 
by  no  means  determined  the  true  and  original  character  of  the  disease  ; 
for  the  fever  may  run  through  its  entire  course  ivithout  their  existence. 
But  if  the  paroxysms  be  not  promptly  arrested,  it  is  not  strange  that 
local  inflammatory  action  should  become  speedily  developed  during  the 
progress  of  the  fever.  The  harmony  of  function,  and  the  equal  distri- 
bution of  nervous  and  vascular  excitement,  are  entirely  broken  up.  One 
organ  may  be  excited,  another  depressed  ;  the  heart  and  arteries  ex- 
cited, and  the  muscular  system  perhaps  languid  ;  increased  activity  of 
the  intestinal  exhalants,  and  diminished  activity  of  the  exhalants  of  the 
surface  ;  copious  secretions  from  the  kidneys,  and  torpor  of  the  liver. 
Thus,  the  proper  balance  is  broken  up,  the  result  of  which  is  an  excited 
condition  of  the  entire  organism,  and  frequently  the  production  of  local 
inflammations. 

In  relation  to  functional  lesions,  the  liver  is  found  very  uniformly  com- 
plicated ;  giving,  in  consequence  of  the  marked  disorders  of  the  biliary 
secretions  usually  present,  the  almost  universal  name  of  bilious  to  our 
remittent  fevers  of  the  West — a  name  highly  objectionable,  if  we  are 
to  understand  thereby  that  the  fever  depends  essentially  upon  disease 
of  the  liver,  or  upon  vitiated  bile  as  its  proximate  cause.  The  same 
objection  applies  to  the  names  cephalitic,  gastric  and  enteric  remittents, 
for  they  point  out  local  lesions  which  are  but  accidents  and  consequences 
of  successive  paroxysms  of  congestion  and  re-action  ;  yet  they  are,  un- 
happily, too  frequently  mistaken  for  the  original  basis  of  the  disease. 

Another  frequent  and  often  fatal  complication,  is  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  gastrointestinal  canal.  Drs.  Gerhard  and 
Stewardson  have  recorded  a  number  of  cases  which  occurred  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  the  year  1S34,  and  again  in  the  years  1838, 
18.39  and  1840,  in  which  this  lesion  was  uniformly  present ;  sometimes 
resulting  in  melonation,  and  changes  in  thickness,  consistence  and  color, 
variously  combined  in  different  cases ;  yet  in  no  case  was  there  disease  of 
the  elliptical  plates,  or  mesenteric  glands,  or  glands  of  Peyer  and  Brun- 
ner,  occurring  in  the  typhoid  fevers  of  the  New  England  States.  It  is 
not  strange,  however,  that  gastro-enteric  inflammation  becomes  so  fre- 
quently a  complication  in  our  periodical  fever:  ,  for,  reasoning  a  priori, 
and  from  anatomical  structure,  this  lesion  wouk  become  readily  de- 
veloped as  a  secondary  pathological  condition  during  the  progress  of  the 
fever.  And  the  fact  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  this  local  phleg- 
masia is  increased  by  each  successive  paroxysm.  These  local  inflam- 
mations grow  out  of  the  pathological  condition  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
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In  the  first  place  congestion,  or  the  cold  stage,  is  merely  imperfect  re- 
action, and  re-action  always  supposes  primary  prostration.  This  broken- 
down  condition  of  nervous  energy  results  from  the  virulence  of  the  re- 
mote cause.  The  functions  of  the  capillaries  being  also  morbidly  im- 
pressed, the  blood  is  consequently  thrown  into  the  centre  of  the  circu- 
lation ;  and  the  heart,  dependent  for  its  action  on  nervous  energy  re- 
ceived from  the  brain,  becomes  enfeebled  in  its  action,  and  the  result  is 
engorgement  of  blood  in  the  portal  circle.  Having  no  valves,  the  he- 
patic veins  and  their  radicals  dispersed  through  the  liver  become  en- 
gorged ;  the  vena  partorum  and  its  radicals  also  become  congested  ;  then 
the  abdominal  viscera  fall  into  a  state  of  congestion  ;  all  this  resulting 
from  the  want  of  valvular  structure  and  from  debility  of  the  right  side 
of  the  heart.  Protracted  venous  congestion,  by  the  excitement  of  dis- 
tention, may  become  the  cause  of  the  active  variety.  Hence  disease  of 
the  entire  portal  circle  constitutes  the  essential  anatomical  characteristic 
of  our  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers. 

Finally,  as  corroborative  evidence  of  the  pathological  views  here  pre- 
sented, an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  remedies  successfully  em- 
ployed in  their  cure.  In  intermittent  diseases  purely  neuralgic  in  cha- 
racter, we  resort  to  those  remedies  which  are  anti-periodic  and  sedative 
in  their  effects  ;  and  does  it  not  throw  light  on  the  true  character  of  pe- 
riodical fevers  that  the  same  remedies,  when  properly  administered, 
have  the  like  effect  in  breaking  up  the  chain  of  morbid  action  ?  By  the 
concurrent  and  almost  unanimous  testimony  of  the  profession,  the  pre- 
parations of  cinchona,  variously  combined  with  anodynes,  are  found  to 
be  the  most  specific  in  arresting  both  forms  of  disease  ;  and  it  is  yet  an 
interesting  inquiry  as  to  whether  we  may  not  find  in  other  remedies, 
whose  influence  is  exclusively  and  almost  specifically  directed  to  the 
nervous  system,  powerful  remedial  agents  in  the  cure  of  intermittent 
fevers. 

If  the  true  theory  of  periodical  fevers  be  such  as  I  have  represented  it, 
the  indications  to  be  accomplished  in  their  treatment  are  mainly  two. 
First,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  ;  second,  to  moderate 
the  violence  of  the  local  symptoms,  and  promote  general  functional  har- 
mony by  proper  depuratives.  I  speak  here  in  general  terms  of  those  en- 
demic forms  of  fever  peculiar  to  a  western  and  southern  climate,  and 
from  the  simple  intermittent  to  its  more  malignant  forms,  and  from  the 
overpowering  congestive,  seen  in  the  cold  plague  of  the  Mississippi,  to 
the  symptoms  marking  the  yellow  fever  of  the  southern  States.  Of 
course  the  intelligent  physician  will  modify  or  regulate  his  treatment  ac- 
cording to  the  type  the  fever  may  assume  during  its  progress,  or  the  in- 
flammatory action  which  may  supervene.  The  fact  of  the  intermittence 
or  periodicity  of  all  these  forms  of  fever  is  well  established  ;  and  the 
thought  upon  which  I  insist,  with  reference  to  their  treatment,  is,  that  in 
all  forms  of  fever  of  a  paroxysmal  character  (and  it  is  only  of  such 
that  I  speak),  the  grand,  out-standing,  prominent  idea  to  be  cherished  is, 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  paroxysms.  In  fact,  the  early  and  judicious 
use  of  quinine,  opium,  capsicum,  and  other  stimulants  and  sustenants  of 
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the  brain  and  nervous  system  in  our  more  malignant  periodical  fevers, 
before  they  become  complicated  with  extensive  local  inflammation,  is  the 
very  point  on  which  the  case  is  to  turn  for  life  or  death.  And  the  suc- 
cess of  this  treatment,  in  preference  to  the  actual  depletory  system,  is 
certainly  very  abundantly  established.  By  it  we  immediately  arrest  the 
paroxysm,  and  with  the  arrest  of  the  paroxysm,  we  generally  have  an 
improvement  of  the  symptoms.  The  pulse,  instead  of  being  small, 
quick  and  struggling,  becomes  fuller,  softer,  more  distinct  and  natural  ; 
the  skin  assumes  a  more  healthy  condition,  a  free  perspiration  frequently 
forming  a  crisis  to  the  fever ;  and  when  followed  by  proper  alteratives, 
depuratives,  tonics,  and  laxatives,  the  tongue  improves  in  appearance, 
the  secretions  become  restored,  and  the  patient  rapidly  recovers.  But 
if  we  wait,  before  adopting  this  practice,  as  recommended  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  our  most  popular  authors,  until  the  secretions  are  restored,  the 
pulse  soft,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  abated,  we  will  wait  until  struggling 
nature,  unaided,  has  overcome  the  disease  ;  or  until,  in  consequence  of 
protracted  congestions  of  organs  whose  functions  are  essential  to  life, 
inflammation  shall  have  supervened  which  we  may  never  be  able  to 
control. — Illinois  and  Indiana  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


MR.  LISTON,  OF  LONDON. 

[Prof.  Gibson,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  late  Intro- 
ductory Lecture,  gives  a  short  but  interesting  account  of  many  eminent 
British  surgeons,  and  others,  whom  he  visited  the  last  year  at  their  own 
homes.  The  following  quotation  refers  to  Mr.  Liston,  who,  as  a  success- 
ful surgeon,  is  everywhere  known.] 

Few  hours  elapsed,  after  reaching  the  metropolis,  before  I  found  my 
way  to  the  domicile  of  my  old  friend  Liston.  I  was  shown  into  a  pill- 
box of  a  room,  tastefully  fitted  up,  and  filled  with  medical  and  surgical 
portraits,  from  old  Abernethy  with  his  hands  knowingly  thrust  into  his 
breeches  pockets,  down  to  Jobert  of  Paris,  with  his  enormous  black 
whiskers  and  heroic  figure  and  phiz.  Whilst  intently  gazing  upon 
these,  the  door  noiselessly  opened  behind  me,  and  a  hand  laid  heavily 
enough  upon  my  shoulder  to  face  me  about,  was  followed  by  the  ex- 
clamation, "  What  under  the  sun  has  brought  you  here  again  ?"  Before 
I  could  answer  the  question,  I  was  hurried  into  another  room,  and  both 
sinking  simultaneously  into  luxurious  arm-chairs,  a  conversation  was 
commenced  and  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  occasionally  inter- 
rupted by  the  pressure  of  the  sides  and  whisking  of  the  tail  of  the 
enormous  black  cat  Tobey  upon  almost  every  part  of  my  person — 
this  respectable  gentleman,  now  grown  corpulent,  no  doubt  recollecting 
the  libel  I  had  published  in  relation  to  his  foot  and  my  plate  of  soup, 
and  above  all  in  bestowing  upon  him  the  common  epithet  of  Tom, 
instead  of  the  more  honorable  and  dignified  one  of  Tobey.  Upon 
taking  leave,  Liston  said  to  me,  "  Come  here  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  and  I'll  take  you  down  the  Thames  in  my  yacht,  and  then 
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out  to  sea,  and  show  you  fun  you  never  dreamed  of  on  board  your 
splendid  packet-ships."  I  excused  myself  upon  the  ground  of  having 
made  a  previous  engagement  with  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  and  Dr.  Bright 
— inwardly  pleased  at  the  opportunity  of  escaping  all  the  desagremens 
of  sea-sickness,  which  is  sure  to  follow  an  excursion  in  such  a  craft, 
with  a  positive  certainty  of  being  visited  upon  any  one  even  like  my- 
self, who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  numerous  times  without  being  sub- 
jected to  any  sickness  at  all.  A  few  days  after  this  I  saw  my  friend 
in  all  his  glory  at  the  North  London  Hospital,  his  lofty  forehead  sur- 
mounted by  a  cap,  his  broad  chest  and  figure  covered  in  part  with  an 
apron,  and  his  right  arm  brandishing  a  long  and  dagger-shaped  knife.  I 
came  upon  him  unawares  and  stuck  a  ringer  into  his  side,  when  he 
immediately  turned  round,  and  said  to  the  fine-looking  young  men  who 
composed  his  class,  "  Ah,  this  is  the  American  professor  who  has  libelled 
my  cat  by  calling  him  Tom."  He  then  turned  round,  introduced  me 
to  Professors  Thompson,  Quain  and  Grant,  gave  me  a  position  where 
I  could  distinctly  see  all  he  was  going  to  do,  and  with  a  graceful  turn 
of  the  body  and  corresponding  sweep  of  the  knife,  upon  a  patient 
previously  etherized  and  prepared  for  the  operation,  speedily  worked 
out  a  pair  of  anterior  and  posterior  flaps,  and  almost  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye  amputated  the  limb  as  near  to  the  hip  as  he  thought  proper 
and  safe  to  go — the  poor  girl  not  giving  the  slightest  demonstration,  by 
movement  or  scream,  of  what  had  been  done.  Some  minor  operations 
followed — all  performed  in  the  same  quiet,  easy,  unpretending  way, 
without  any  flourish  of  trumpets  or  display  of  flashing  blades,  and 
almost  without  the  patients  and  by-standers  being  aware  that  so  much 
could  be  effected  with  so  little  formality  and  fuss.  Soon  after  this  I 
took  leave  of  Liston  and  left  for  Paris.  Upon  my  return  in  September, 
I  called  again,  and  learned  from  him  with  regret  that  he  had  been  ill 
soon  after  I  had  parted  from  him,  and  had  lost  thirty  ounces  of  blood 
from  an  abscess  in  the  throat,  brought  on,  as  he  imagined,  from  attendance 
upon  medical  friends  laboring  under  malignant  erysipelatous  disease. 
To  recover  from  this  severe  attack,  fortunately  unconnected  with  the 
trachea  or  lungs,  he  had  gone  to  Scotland  among  his  friends,  and  after 
freedom  from  exertion  or  care,  by  revelling  amidst  the  romantic  scenery 
of  his  native  hills,  had  returned  to  London  in  better  health  than  he  had 
enjoyed  for  many  years.  Before  leaving  London  I  saw  him  repeatedly, 
dined  with  him  and  Tobey  and  other  friends  in  the  most  unrestrained 
way,  talked  on  all  subjects,  professional,  grave,  farcical  and  funny, 
heard  many  queer  anecdotes  and  histories  of  men,  and  hospitals,  and 
medical  schools,  went  back  to  the  days  when  he  was  revelling  at  Edin- 
burgh in  the  sweets  of  Barclay's  rooms,  and  1  in  those  of  Monro — 
neither  of  us  dreaming  at  the  time  that  we  should  ever  occupy  similar 
chairs,  or  preach  to  those  who  some  twenty  years  hence  will  be  destined 
to  play  a  part  in  the  same  drama,  where  they  are  now  merely  scene- 
shifters  behind  the  curtain,  and  who,  in  turn,  will  tell  their  pupils  many 
odd  stories  about  their  masters  and  contemporaries  in  days  of  k'  auld  lang 
syne."  "  Sic  unda  supervenit  undam"  and  it  is  only  right  and  just  that 
it  should  be  so. 
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Missionary  Physicians. — It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  medical  profession 
to  know  the  names  of  those  of  their  brethren  who,  under  the  direction  of 
the  American  Board,  have  relinquished  all  the  delightful  associations  and 
endearments  of  home,  to  extend  the  blessings  of  science  and  the  arts,  and 
the  principles  of  Christianity,  in  heathen  countries.  Letters,  books,  pack- 
ages, or  surgical  instruments,  for  any  and  all  of  these  gentlemen,  would 
be  thankfully  received,  and  may  be  sent  to  the  Mission  House,  Pemberton 
Square,  Boston.  The  names  and  residence  are  as  follows,  viz. — Azariah 
Smith,  M.D.,  stationed  at  Erzeroom.  Western  Asia  ;  Newton  Adams, 
M.D.,  Umlaza,  Southern  Africa  ;  Dr.  Samuel  F.  Adams,  Ceylon  ;  John  Scud- 
der,  M.D.,Chintadrepettah,  Madras  ;  Henry  De  Forest,  M.D.,  Beiret,  Syria ; 
C.  V.  C.  Van  Dyck,  M.D.,  'Abeih,  Syria;  Austin  H.  Wright,  M.D.,  Oroo- 
miah,  Persia;  Dr.  Samuel  F.  Green,  Ceylon  ;  Nathan  Ward,  M.D.,  not 
located;  Dyer  Ball,  M.D.,  Canton,  China;  Seth  L.  Andrews,  M.D., 
Kailua,  North  Pacific  Ocean  ;  Dwight  Baldwin,  M.D.,  Lahaina,  North 
Pacific;  James  W.  Smith,  M.D.,  Koloa,  Sandwich  Islands;  Dr.  Marcus 
Whitman,  Oregon  Indians  ;  and  Thomas  S.  Williams,  at  Kapasa,  among 
the  Sioux  Indians.    Dr.  Bradley,  formerly  in  Siam,  is  now  in  Boston. 


Dr.  Holmes' 's  Introductory  Lecture. — The  high  expectations  in  regard  to 
the  new  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Harvard  University,  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed. Notwithstanding  our  best  efforts,  the  daily  press  of  the  city 
has  entirely  anticipated  us  in  commenting  upon  his  introductory  lecture. 
Little  or  nothing  remains  for  us  to  do,  but  to  repeat  the  language  of  others. 
Of  this  pleasure,  however,  other  editors  shall  not  depriveus,  viz.,  of  saying 
that  it  is  the  best  discourse  ever  delivered  in  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard 
University.  It  abounds  with  bright  thoughts,  and  there  is  a  kind  of  elasticity 
and  vigor  running  through  its  pages,  that  refreshes  the  reader.  In  too  many 
instances  we  feel  obliged  to  pour  over  vast  accumulations  in  medico-literary 
productions,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  something  new,  and  are  quite  satis- 
fied if  even  a  novel  mode  of  presenting  an  old  and  ragged  idea  be  found  ; 
but,  alas,  this  is  an  age  of  servile  imitation,  and  medical  editors,  like  the  wiser 
Solomon,  are  compelled  to  acknowledge,  too  frequently  for  the  enduring 
glory  of  the  writers  of  the  profession,  that  there  is  nothing  new  under 
the  sun. 

We  cannot  compliment  an  author  more  than  by  transferring  his  words 
to  our  pages  ;  and  this  is  the  best  way  of  exhibiting  the  excellencies  of 
this  admirable  performance  to  those  who  might  not  otherwise  have  access 
to  it.  With  this  intention,  as  opportunity  presents,  extracts  will  be  libe- 
rally made,  In  conclusion,  we  congratulate  Dr.  Holmes  on  the  happy 
success  of  his  first  appearance  in  a  professional  character  at  the.  Medical 
College. 


Dr.  Butter  field's  Introductory  Lecture. — On  commencing  the  thirteenth 
session  of  the  Willoughby  Medical  College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  it 
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is  now  permanently  located,  it  was  a  fitting  occasion  for  a  public  discourse, 
which  should  explain  to  the  profession  and  the  citizens  of  the  capital  of  the 
commonwealth,  the  objects  and  intentions  of  those  to  whom  is  committed 
the  trust  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  John  Butterfield, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  formerly  of  the 
city  of  Lowell,  seems  to  possess  the  qualities  of  mind  which  are  really  ne- 
cessary to  give  character  to  the  chair  in  which  he  has  been  placed.  Having 
watched  his  course  a  few  years,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  expectations 
of  his  friends  in  New  England,  bid  fair  to  be  fully  realized— and  that  a 
brilliant  course  awaits  him  in  future  professional  life.  With  these  intro- 
ductory observations,  we  turn  to  the  lecture  published  by  the  class.  It 
would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  proceed  to  an  exact  analysis  of  his  dis- 
course, as  considerable  portions  of  it  are  taken  up  with  considerations  of 
local  interest.  His  picture,  however,  of  the  troubles  that  beset  the  physi- 
cian's path,  and  the  frequent  neglect  and  ingratitude  of  patients,  is  a 
graphic  illustration  of  truths  familiar  to  all  who  have  been  identified  with 
the  practice  of  medicine.  But  there  is  something  encouraging  on  the  re- 
verse of  the  picture,  which  Dr.  B.  also  holds  up  to  view.  As  a  whole,  it 
is  an  excellent  lecture — a  dove  with  an  olive-branch,  indicating  a  favorable 
condition  of  things  in  the  regions  round  about  Columbus,  and  the  ability 
and  determination  of  the  Faculty  of  Willoughby  to  be  no  second  rate  col- 
lege, but  one  of  the  best  of  the  land. 


New  Medical  Appointment. — Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
formerly  mayor  of  that  city,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  at  La- 
porte,  Indiana.  Should  he  accept,  the  appointment  may  be  considered 
eminently  fortunate,  since  few  gentlemen  are  better  qualified  to  teach  ac- 
ceptably the  elements  of  a  science  which  has  been  practised  by  him  with 
marked  success. 


Violations  of  Physiological  Laivs  in  China. — Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  an  Eng- 
lish traveller  in  China,  whose  narrative  of  an  exploratory  visit  to  the  rive 
consular  cities,  has  created  a  sensation  in  reading  circles,  thus  speaks  of 
the  dark  side  of  the  Chinese  character. 

"  Facts  of  daily  occurrence,  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  missionaries, 
and  frequently  gained  through  themediumof  Missionary  Hospitals,  revealed 
the  prevalence  of  the  most  fearful  immoralities  among  the  people,  and  fur- 
nished a  melancholy  insight  into  the  desolating  horrors  of  paganism.  Fe- 
male infanticide,  openly  confessed,  legalized  by  custom  and  divested  of  all 
disgrace  by  its  frequency — the  scarcity  of  females,  leading,  as  a  conse- 
quence, to  a  variety  of  crimes  habitually  staining  the  domestic  hearth — the 
dreadful  prevalence  of  all  the  vices  charged  by  the  apostle  Paul  upon  the 
ancient  heathen  world — the  alarming  extent  of  opium  indulgence,  destroy- 
ing the  productivenes  and  natural  resources  of  the  people — the  universal 
practice  of  lying  and  suspicion  of  dishonesty  between  man  and  man — the 
unblushing  lewdness  of  old  and  young — the  free,  unchecked  torrent  of 
human  depravity  borne  along  in  its  tempestuous  channel,  and  inundating 
the  social  system  with  the  overflowings  of  ungodliness — prove  the  exist- 
ence of  a  kind  and  degree  of  moral  degradation  among  a  people  of  which 
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an  excessive  statement  can  scarcely  be  made,  and  of  which  an  adequate 
conception  can  rarely  be  formed."  Such  violations  of  moral  and  physiologi- 
cal laws  must  be  productive  of  a  fearful  degree  of  bodily  disease  and  suf- 
fering ;  and  were  a  report  published  of  the  cases  presented  at  the  cele- 
brated Missionary  Hospital,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Peter  Parker,  it 
would  show  that  such  is  the  case,  and  would,  perhaps,  prove  the  most  in- 
teresting report  on  the  page  of  medical  history. 


Premium  for  Artificial  Limbs. — A  gold  medal  was  awarded  by  the  Na- 
tional Institute  at  New  York,  at  the  last  meeting,  to  Mr.  Benj.  F.  Palmer, 
of  Meredith  Bridge,  N.  H.,  for  his  ingenuity  and  the  great  degree  of  per- 
fection to  which  he  has  brought  the  manufacture  of  artificial  limbs.  Last 
season  a  silver  medal  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  same  association.  It 
must  be  gratifying  to  Mr.  Palmer  to  have  his  mechanical  skill  so  highly 
appreciated  by  persons  who  are  capable  of  estimating  the  value  of  the  im- 
portant articles  constructed  by  him.  Readers  are  referred  to  a  communi- 
cation, in  this  day's  Journal,  descriptive  of  the  mechanism  to  which  these 
observations  refer. 


Boot  Heels. — A  revolution  is  very  much  needed  in  the  manufacture  of 
boots — the  modern  fashion  of  high  heels  being  positively  injurious  to  the 
frame  work  of  the  feet.  If  the  foot  is  tilted  upon  the  top  of  a  high-heeled 
boot,  the  toes  are  pressed  forward,  down  an  inclined  plane,  which  distorts 
them,  and  leads  to  the  formation  of  corns.  In  multitudes  of  young  men, 
the  pressure  is  so  great  forward,  that  the  large  toe-joint  and  the  little  toe 
metatarsal  articulation  are  affected  with  bunions,  swell,  and  sometimes  re- 
main permanently  enlarged  and  sensitive.  All  beauty  and  symmetry  are 
forever  lost — and  to  the  last  days  of  an  extreme  old  age,  a  foot  thus  tor- 
tured into  a  state  of  disease  will  be  both  sore  and  distorted.  Something 
might  also  be  said  of  ladies'  shoes,  with  high  heels ;  but  as  they  are  vic- 
tims to  other  and  even  worse  effects  on  the  chest  from  a  determination  to 
improve  upon  nature,  their  case  is  deferred  for  another  occasion. 


Study  of  Medicine  in  France  and  America. — The  method  of  studying 
medicine  in  Paris  is  very  different  from  that  pursued  in  America.  In  some 
respects  it  is  better,  and  inferior  in  others.  There  is  none,  or  next  to 
none,  of  what  is  called  office  study;  and  indeed  very  little  study  of  books 
anywhere.  Many  students  finish  their  entire  course  with  scarcely  ever 
having  looked  at  a  medical  work.  The  cost  is  also  far  less,  and  the  op- 
portunity for  deception  in  regard  to  the  time  employed,  almost  impossible. 
In  the  United  States,  a  certificate  of  three  years'  study  is  not  unfrequently 
obtained,  by  a  novitiate,  for  a  few  dollars.  No  such  certificates  are  here 
required.  The  Government  regulates  that  matter  most  admirably.  Each 
student  is  required  to  inscribe  his  name  with  the  secretary,  and  his  time 
commences  at  that  period.  During  his  term  of  four  years,  he  is  obliged 
to  pass  five  examinations,  and  to  pay  a  small  sum  to  the  Government,  I 
think  about  ten  dollars  for  each,  the  whole  expense  for  four  years'  study 
and  degree,  being  nearly  two  hundred  dollars.  Every  branch  of  study 
has  a  particular  examination.  The  student  previously  applies  himself 
solely  to  this,  and  without  difficulty,  of  course,  can  make  himself  master 
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of  it.  In  the  United  States,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  but  one  examination, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  three  years'  study  in  every  branch  at  the  same  time. 
The  preparation  for  this  is  extremely  difficult.  The  overloaded  brain  is 
distracted  with  the  vain  attempt  to  re-call  the  minutice  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  science. — Dr.  Gardner's  "  Spare  Hours  of  a  Student  in 
Paris." 


Typhus  on  the  Continent. — Various  parts  of  the  Continent  have  not 
escaped  the  ravages  of  typhus,  which  has  this  year  carried  off  so  many 
victims  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  America,  and  especially  among 
medical  men.  Thus  we  read  that,  reckoning  from  the  1st  of  January  of 
the  present  year,  22  medical  men  have  died  in  Flanders,  the  majority  of 
them  from  typhus  fever. — London  Lancet. 


Vaccination. — From  the  last  printed  reports  of  vaccination  in  France, 
in  1844,  it  appears  that  there  was  582,000  vaccinations  for  924,000  births, 
and  8,812  individuals  attacked  by  smallpox.  Of  the  last,  1,175  died. 
This  report,  however,  does  not  embrace  Mayenne,  Vienne  and  the  Rhone. 

Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  Mr.  Scofield,  of  New  York,  has  discovered  a 
chemical  process  by  which  a  dead  body  may  be  preserved  from  decomposi- 
tion. This  may  be  done  with  various  chemical  agents. — Medical  lectures 
in  Maine,  at  Bowdoin  College,  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15th. 
It  is  an  excellent  institution,  and  the  preparations  for  the  coming  course 
promise  well  for  the  students. — In  a  family  of  nine  children,  born  in  En- 
field, Conn.,  there  has  been  no  death  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Seven 
are  now  living,  whose  ages  average  above  70  years.  The  youngest  60, 
the  eldest  81,  and  their  united  ages  amount  to  about  500  years. — Dr. 
Donne,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in 
the  Memphis  Medical  College,  vice  Professor  Bybee,  resigned. — There  are 
about  200  medical  students  in  attendance  at  the  two  schools  in  St.  Louis. 
The  State  University  numbers  about  150,  and  the  St.  Louis  University 
about  50. 


To  Correspondents. — Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Moore,  of  Derry,  N. 
H.j  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Ashby,  Mass. ;  Dr.  Castle, of  New  York;  and  Medicus,  of  Boston. 


Married.— In  Boston.  W.  W.  Codman,  M.D.,  to  Mrs.  H.  A.  Neally. — D.  S.  Fogg,  M.D.,  of 
Dedham,  Mass.,  to  Miss  M.  B.Tucker. — In  Preston,  Eng.,  Francis  Seymore  Haden,  M.D.,  of 
London,  to  Miss  Deborah  Delano,  daughter  of  Col.  Geo.  W.  Whistler,  formerly  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  now  Railroad  Engineer  in  Russia. — In  Biddeford,  Me.,  Dr.  Frederick  Robie  to  Miss 
O.  M.  Priest.— Thos.  Miner/  M.D..  of  Middletown.  Conn.,  to  Miss  M.  Strong.— Dr.  Truman  M. 
Sherman,  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  to  Miss  L.  M.  Wilcox. 


Died, — In  Boston,  of  ship  fever,  Joseph  Moriarty,  M.D..  Physician  of  the  Deer  Island  Emigrant 
Hospital,  36. — In  Boston,  also  of  ship  fever,  Alfred  A.  Lane,  M.D. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  4th.  60. — Males.  36 — females,  24. — 
Stillborn,  2.  Of  consumption,  12 — typhus  fever.  4 — scarlet  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  4 — bilious 
fever,  1 — canker.  1 — marasmus,  4 — poison,  1 — teething.  2 — infantile,  5 — debility.  1 — dropsy  on  the 
brain.  1 — convulsions,  2 — pleurisy,  3 — paralysis,  1 — croup.  3 — apoplexy,  1 — inflammation  of  the 
brain,  1 — child-bed,  2 — delirium  tremens,  2 — hooping  cough,  1 — dropsy,  1 — diarrhoea,  2 — inflam- 
mation of  the  bowels,  2 — disease  of  the  stomach,  1. 

Under  5  years,  26 — between  5  and  20  years,  9 — between  20  and  40  years,  13 — between  40 
and  60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  4. 
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Analysis  of  the  Kidney  in  Bright'*  Disease. —  As  respects  the  opinion 
that  fatty  matter  constitutes  the  leading  character  of  the  disease,  we  are 
bound  to  receive  the  statement  with  caution,  and  I  will  show  a  comparative 
examination  I  lately  made  between  two  kidneys, — one  taken  from  a  healthy 
man  who  died  a  violent  death,  and  the  other  from  a  case  of  albuminous 
urine  of  some  duration,  and  in  which  the  organ  was  enlarged,  and  present- 
ed a  greyish,  soft,  and  greasy  appearance  : — 

Disease.  Health. 

Water    -    -    -    SI. 277    74.83 

Fatty  matter  -       2.902      ...    -  1.86 

Urea      -    -    -     0.145  a  trace 

Other  solids  15.676  ....  23.30 
We  observe  here  that  the  diseased  kidney  contained  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  fatty  matter  than  the  healthy  organ,  notwithstanding  that  its 
solid  matters,  taken  together,  weighed  less  in  the  hundred  parts.  But  let 
us  now  examine  this  question  in  relation  to  the  solids  only,  which  is  the 
correct  way  of  regarding  it,  and  we  shall  perceive,  that  when  compared  to 
morbid  growths  in  general,  we  have  not  much  fat  present  in  this  diseased 
kidney  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  the  abnormal  deposit  were  composed  of  the 
material  which  has  been  found  constituting  tubercle  in  the  abdomen, 
we  might  have  present  quite  as  much  fat  as  this  kidney  contains.  Thus, 
tubercle  in  the  abdomen  has  been  found  to  contain  25.4  fatty  matter  in 
every  106.18  of  its  solids;  scirrhus,  hard  as  it  is,  has  been  found  to  con- 
tain as  much  as  8.05  of  fatty  matter  in  75.2  of  its  solid  matters.  This 
analysis,  therefore,  so  far  as  the  chemical  evidence  goes,  scarcely  carries 
out  the  view  of  fatty  degeneration  ;  and  if  to  this  we  add  the  physical 
characters  of  the  deposit,  as  it  can  be  occasionally  examined  by  the  touch, 
Ave  shall,  I  think,  be  inclined  to  believe  it  allied  rather  to  scirrhous  or  tu- 
bercular matter,  containing  fat  as  a  constituent,  than  as  fatty  matter  alone. 
As  regards  microscopic  evidence  in  determining  whether  a  mass  be  com- 
posed of  fat  or  not,  it  can  do  little  more  than  determine  the  character  fo 
the  surface  ;  for  even  with  the  naked  eye,  and  with  large  masses,  we  are 
aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  form  an  opinion  on  such  a  point  as  this,  if  we 
are  not  allowed  to  assist  our  judgment  by  other  senses,  and  more  especially 
by  the  sense  of  touch.  It  is  difficult  to  believe,  indeed,  that  this  disease 
can  consist  of  a  true  fatty  degeneration,  were  it  only  from  our  never  hav- 
ing yet  seen  a  kidney  approaching  to  the  condition  of  the  fatty  liver. — 
Dr.  Rees,  in  Lon.  Medical  Gazette. 


Fines  for  Selling  Poisons. — Lately  eight  grocers  and  herborists  were  in- 
dicted before  one  of  the  French  courts,  for  having  sold  poisons  without  pos- 
sessing the  proper  license,  and  without  regard  or  in  opposition  to  several 
enactments  which  have  been  lately  made  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisonous 
substances — one  of  which  provides  that  poisonons  matters  shall  be  kept 
locked  in  a  safe  place,  and  not  be  left  exposed.  The  laws  under  which  the 
above  dealers  were  prosecuted  were  made  in  1845  and  1846  ;  and  this  was 
the  first  indictment  which  had  occurred.  Each  of  the  parties  was  fined 
and  had  to  pay  all  law  expenses.  Thus  England  stands  alone  of  all  Euro- 
pean countries  in  allowing  the  free  and  indiscriminate  sale  of  poisons  by 
any  person,  and  in  any  form  or  quantity. — London  Lancet. 
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FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  AIR  PASSAGES. 

By  J.  Mason  Warren,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  introduction  of  a  foreign  body  into  the  larynx,  or  trachea,  is  an 
accident  generally  attended  with  much  terror  and  distress  at  the  time,  and 
often  followed  by  symptoms  of  an  alarming,  and  sometimes  of  a  fatal, 
character.  The  occurrence  of  this  accident  is  rendered  more  frequent, 
both  by  the  heedlessness  of  children,  and  the  foolish  habit  indulged  in 
by  many  grown  persons  of  keeping  pins,  nails,  and  other  like  bodies, 
in  the  mouth. 

A  question  arises  in  the  mind  of  the  surgeon  called  to  an  instance  of 
this  kind,  as  to  the  propriety  of  opening  the  windpipe,  and  attempting 
the  extraction  of  the  foreign  body  without  delay.  If  the  nature  of  the 
symptoms  be  urgent,  and  immediate  suffocation  is  threatened,  there  is 
no  alternative  but  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  operation.  But  if  the 
violent  paroxysm,  which  at  first  threatened  life,  has  subsided,  and  the 
substance  has  settled  into  one  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  causing  only  occa- 
sional disturbance,  or  if  as  in  children  some  doubt  rests  on  the  account 
of  the  accident,  the  question  becomes  one  of  more  difficult  solution. 

One  or  two  remarkable  operations  of  late  years  have  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  medical  public  to  this  subject,  but  as  yet  no  definite  rule 
of  action  has  been  laid  down.  With  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  this  ob- 
ject, the  following  cases  are  now  given  to  the  profession. 

L  Foreign  Body  in  the  Left  Bronchus. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  October  13th,  I  was  called  to  see  a  little  girl 
8  years  old,  a  child  of  Mr.  Morse,  of  Southbridge,  who  had  just  been 
brought  to  Boston  by  its  parents.  The  same  morning,  while  in  the 
act  of  laughing,  a  common  garden  bean,  which  she  had  in  her  mouth, 
was  drawn  into  the  trachea.  She  was  at  first  nearly  suffocated.  Gra- 
dually, however,  the  cough  and  struggles  became  less  violent ;  and  dur- 
ing a  ride  of  four  or  five  miles,  almost  entire  tranquillity  in  the  respiration 
was  restored.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing returned,  and  finally  became  so  laborious,  that  the  parents  being 
alarmed  determined  to  bring  her  immediately  to  Boston,  accompanied  by 
her  physician,  Dr.  Fay. 
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I  saw  her  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  She  was  considerably  fatigued  by  a 
ride  of  fifty  miles  in  the  coach  and  cars.  The  countenance  was  pale, 
rather  livid,  and  expressed  great  anxiety.  On  any  change  of  position  a 
cough  was  produced,  attended  with  the  ejection  of  a  quantity  of  mucus. 
On  auscultation  of  the  back  of  the  chest,  the  sound  of  the  natural  res- 
piration was  much  obscured  by  a  loud  mucous  rale :  in  front  the  rale 
was  very  loud  on  the  right  side,  but  on  the  left  the  sounds  of  respiration 
and  the  rales  were  in  a  great  measure  wanting.  On  percussion  the 
left  side  was  a  little  flatter  than  the  right.  There  was  no  sound,  either 
in  the  lungs  or  trachea,  to  indicate  the  movement  of  a  foreign  body. 
The  voice  of  the  child  was  husky,  as  in  croup. 

In  view  of  the  above  symptoms,  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  foreign 
body  was  lodged  in  the  left  bronchus,  and  advised  the  following  course. 
First,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  substance  was  moveable  and 
likely  to  ascend  towards  the  larynx,  that  the  child  should  be  suspended 
with  the  head  downwards,  the  throat  irritated,  and  percussion  made  on 
the  chest.  Second,  if  the  substance  could  be  made  to  fall  into  the 
trachea  by  these  means,  to  perform  the  operation  of  tracheotomy. 

The  first  proposal  was  carried  into  effect.  The  child  was  taken  by 
the  legs,  and  held  with  the  head  downwards  ;  then  passing  my  finger 
into  the  throat  I  carried  it  quite  below  and  behind  the  epiglottis,  so  as  to 
induce  strong  efforts  to  vomit.  Percussion  of  the  chest  was  also 
practised. 

The  process  above  described  was  twice  repeated  without  avail.  A 
great  quantity  of  mucus  was  brought  up  by  coughing,  but  no  strangula- 
tion was  induced,  or  other  symptom  to  indicate  a  change  of  position 
in  the  foreign  body.  The  child  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  quiet  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  to  have  an  opiate  administered, 
if  sleep  was  prevented  by  the  irritation  of  the  lungs. 

On  the  following  day,  the  14th,  I  found  that  the  night  had  been  pass- 
ed quietly,  and  only  disturbed  by  one  fit  of  coughing.  These  attacks 
were,  however,  produced  by  the  slightest  mental  or  physical  excitement. 
An  examination  of  the  chest  revealed  the  same  phenomena  as  on  the 
day  previous  ;  the  rales  being  slightly  increased. 

I  requested  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  to  see  the  patient,  and  to 
give  their  opinions  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued.  The  conclu- 
sions arrived  at,  in  consequence,  were  as  follows  : — 

1st.  That  the  great  want  of  success  attending  the  operation  of  open- 
ing the  air  passages,  and  searching  for  foreign  bodies,  arising  from  the 
irritability  of  the  parts  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  manoeuvring  in- 
struments, does  not  render  an  immediate  operation  desirable,  par- 
ticularly as  the  patient  is  comparatively  easy,  and  the  danger  not 
pressing. 

2nd.  That  the  spontaneous  expulsion  of  these  bodies  was  not  unusual, 
as  we  had  ourselves  witnessed  in  a  number  of  instances,  one  or  two  of 
which  will  be  adduced  in  the  sequel. 

3d.  If  symptoms  of  strangulation  came  on,  to  operate  immediately. 

It  was  determined  to  give  the  child  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  as  considers- 
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ble  febrile  action  was  present,  and  the  effort  of  vomiting  might  possibly 
move  the  foreign  body.  This  was  done  with  much  relief  to  the 
breathing,  but  without  causing  any  change  in  the  situation  of  the 
substance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  found  her  quite  as  comfortable  as  on 
the  day  previous  ;  the  chest  was  examined  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  who 
distinguished  the  same  auscultatory  phenomena  as  myself. 

Feeling  anxious  at  leaving  the  patient  in  this  state  from  the  fear  of 
any  sudden  movement  of  the  foreign  body,  and  the  consequent  danger 
of  immediate  strangulation,  I  had  nearly  determined  to  perform  tracheoto- 
my on  the  following  day,  and  while  keeping  the  child  under  the  full 
effect  of  the  ethereal  inhalation  attempt  the  introduction  of  instruments 
for  exploring  the  air  passages.  But  the  crisis  of  the  case,  which  took 
place  in  the  mean  time,  prevented  this  experiment. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  was  called  in  haste  to  the  child. 
In  a  paroxysm  of  mental  excitement,  produced  by  the  mother's  taking 
leave  of  her  from  the  necessity  of  returning  home,  the  bean  being  sud- 
denly disengaged  had  brought  on  strangulation.  When  I  arrived  she 
was  almost  exhausted  ;  the  face  was  livid,  and  she  was  writhing  in  dis- 
tress, like  a  person  having  a  cord  tied  tightly  around  the  neck. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  open  the  trachea,  assisted  by  Drs.  Park- 
man  and  Briggs,  and  by  Dr.  Ball,  who  had  been  called  in  from  the 
neighborhood,  when  the  first  alarm  occurred.  The  operation  was  in  this, 
as  in  all  the  cases  in  which  I  have  attempted  it,  where  an  obstruction 
existed  in  the  windpipe,  whether  caused  by  a  foreign  body,  or  croupy 
membrane,  extremely  difficult.  This  arises  both  from  the  swelling  of 
the  neck,  in  consequence  of  the  great  venous  congestion,  and  the  con- 
stant and  violent  struggles  of  the  patient  for  breath. 

The  skin  and  superficial  fascia  being  divided,  and  the  thyroid  plexus 
of  veins  avoided,  or  tied,  as  I  was  separating  the  sterno-hyoid  and  sterno- 
thyroid muscles  a  sudden  crack  was  heard,  as  if  some  portion  of  the  lung 
had  given  way.  This  was  immediately  followed  by  an  emphysema  of 
the  cellular  membrane  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  wound,  and  a  small 
tumor  filled  with  air  was  forced  up  out  of  the  chest,  on  the  left  side  and 
in  front  of  the  trachea,  at  each  movement  of  inspiration.  A  mitigation 
of  the  distress  in  breathing  followed  this  occurrence.  The  tumor  was 
now  held  back  with  a  spatula,  and  a  sharp-pointed  bistoury  plunged 
at  once  into  the  trachea.  The  bean  was  seen  greatly  swollen,  mov- 
ing up  and  down  in  the  tracheal  passage,  and  completely  filling  its 
calibre.  It  presented  itself  once  or  twice  at  the  artificial  opening, 
and  in  the  struggles  of  the  child  was  almost  forced  out.  The  edges  of 
the  trachea  being  separated  by  silver  hooks,  the  bean  was  seized  with 
some  difficulty,  on  account  of  its  softness,  by  the  hooked  forceps,  and 
withdrawn.  The  patient  immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  the  opera- 
tion fell  into  a  most  profound  sleep,  and  the  breathing  was  so  tranquil, 
that  it  could  only  be  determined  by  exploring  the  pulse,  whether  she  was 
alive,  or  dead. 

The  bean  had  swollen  to  more  than  double  its  proper  size.    On  mea- 
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surement  it  was  ascertained  to  be  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in  length  and 
half  an  inch  in  breadth. 

The  patient  recovered  without  any  bad  consequences. 

Remarks. — The  rupture  of  the  lung  did  not  present  any  subsequent 
symptoms,  which  could  be  referred  to  these  organs,  and  therefore  there 
must  be  some  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  the  seat  of  this  accident.  In 
all  probability  it  took  place  at  the  root  of  the  lung  in  one  of  the  larger 
bronchial  tubes,  and  the  air  made  its  way  out  of  the  chest  without  im- 
plicating the  pleural  cavity.  A  similar  rupture  I  have  once  before  ob- 
served in  croup — the  neck  and  whole  side  of  the  chest  becoming  em- 
physematous, with  an  immediate  relief  to  the  breathing,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent case. 

The  small  tumor  that  appeared  on  inspiration  is  not  so  easily  ex- 
plained. Whether  it  was  cellular  texture  filled  with  air,  or  a  portion  of 
the  lung,  we  could  not  determine. 

At  a  subsequent  date  to  the  operation,  having  procured  some  garden 
beans  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  one  removed,  I  immersed  them  in  water 
of  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  found  that  in  forty-eight  hours  they 
were  increased  in  bulk  to  more  than  double,  and  some  to  treble  the 
natural  size.  This  fact  fully  demonstrates,  that  when  substances  which 
are  liable  to  be  enlarged,  by  the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  body,  are  in- 
troduced into  the  air  passages,  no  hope  can  be  entertained  of  their  spon- 
taneous expulsion.  And  the  danger  of  an  occurrence  like  the  present, 
where  death  would  have  been  inevitable  if  speedy  relief  had  not  been  at 
hand,  would  lead  us  not  to  delay  the  operation,  especially  when  it  can 
probably  be  so  much  facilitated  by  the  use  of  the  inhalation  of  ether. 

II.  Horse-shoe  Nail  in  the  Bronchus. 

On  May  10th,  1846,  a  little  boy,  between  2  and  3  years  old,  son  of 
Mr.  Dwyer,  of  Upton,  Mass.,  was  brought  to  me  by  its  parents,  with  the 
suspicion  of  its  having  a  nail  in  the  lungs.  The  account  they  gave  of 
it  was  as  follows. 

Three  weeks  ago  the  child  came  into  the  house  from  a  blacksmith's 
shop  in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  had  been  accustomed  to  go  and  play 
with  a  hammer  and  nails,  from  which  he  had  lately  been  forbidden  by  his 
mother.  In  order  to  punish  him  for  this  disobedience  she  took  him  in 
her  arms,  and  set  him  down  in  a  chair  with  some  violence.  He  was 
immediately  seized  with  choking  and  a  violent  cough.  As  soon  as  he 
could  be  interrogated,  he  said  that  it  was  caused  by  a  nail  in  his  mouth, 
which  he  had  procured  at  the  blacksmith's. 

The  cough  for  a  time  subsided,  but  shortly  returned  with  some  at- 
tendant inflammatory  symptoms  of  the  lungs,  which  lasted  a  week.  At 
the  end  of  that  period,  as  the  child  was  lying  over  a  chair  with  its  head 
hanging  downwards,  a  sudden  clucking  noise  was  heard,  as  if  a  sub- 
stance had  been  thrown  up  from  the  lungs  into  the  windpipe,  and  was 
at  once  followed  by  a  paroxysm  of  suffocation,  which  nearly  destroyed 
him.  He  was  taken  up,  placed  in  a  sitting  posture,  and  the  obstruction 
appeared  shortly  to  be  removed. 
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Since  that  time  he  has  twice  experienced  similar  attacks,  always 
coming  on  when  the  head  was  in  a  dependent  position.  In  the  inter- 
vals he  has  had  a  hoarse  cough,  and  has  also  been  troubled  with  night 
sweats,  loss  of  appetite,  and  emaciation.  At  certain  parts  of  the  day, 
particularly  towards  evening,  there  is  a  great  rattling  of  mucus  in  his 
chest,  which  his  father  thinks  is  principally  on  the  left  side. 

In  this  state  I  saw  the  child.  He  was  rapidly  failing  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  lungs,  and  it  was  evident,  that  unless  something  was  done 
to  relieve  him,  he  must  soon  sink  under  it.  I  therefore  advised  the  pa- 
rents to  leave  him  in  town,  so  that  I  might  investigate  the  case,  and 
determine  the  most  proper  means  for  his  relief.  As  it  was  necessary  that 
the  father  should  return  home,  it  was  agreed,  that  if  any  operation  was 
done  he  should  be  advised  of  it,  so  as  to  be  present,  unless  an  immediate 
one  was  required  to  prevent  suffocation. 

The  child  was  brought  to  me  daily  at  1  o'clock,  and  was  seen  and  his 
chest  examined  by  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen,  among  others  by 
my  friends,  Drs.  Parkman,  Bowditch  and  J.  B.  S.  Jackson.  The  signs 
on  auscultation  were  as  follows.  The  whole  chest  gave  rather  a  flatter 
sound  than  natural.  On  both  sides  a  loud  mucous  rale  was  heard,  rather 
more  marked  on  the  left,  than  on  the  right  side,  but  not  sufficient  to 
determine  with  precision  in  what  part  of  the  lungs  the  substance  was 
imbedded. 

In  the  course  of  six  days  the  boy  had  four  attacks  of  suffocation  from 
the  dislodgement  of  the  foreign  body,  which  rose  into  the  trachea.  The 
last  attack  came  on  while  he  was  at  dinner,  and  so  suddenly  that  he  fell 
back  as  if  he  had  been  shot,  and  was  with  great  difficulty  recovered. 

Being  now  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  existence  of  a  foreign  substance  in 
the  air  passages,  I  determined  to  perform  the  operation  of  tracheotomy, 
and  directed  his  father  to  be  sent  for.  This  was  on  Friday,  and  the 
time  appointed  for  the  operation  was  the  ensuing  Monday,  as  the  earliest 
date  at  which  the  father  could  reach  the  city. 

The  following  course  had  been  marked  out. 

The  child  being  firmly  bound  to  a  board,  to  make  an  opening  into  the 
trachea  just  above  the  sternum,  with  the  hope,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  irritation  thus  produced,  the  foreign  substance  would  be  forced  up, 
and  present  itself  at  the  orifice  of  the  wound.  If  this  did  not  happen, 
to  invert  the  body,  which  in  all  probability  would  cause  its  dislodgement, 
and  thus  it  might  pass  through  the  epiglottis,  the  violence  of  the  spasm 
of  that  organ  having  subsided,  or  at  any  rate  it  might  be  extracted 
through  the  wound. 

All  the  preparations  having  been  made,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the 
operation  ten  drops  of  laudanum  were  given  in  divided  doses,  in  order  to 
produce  as  much  quiet  as  possible  during  the  dissection  of  the  neck  and 
opening  of  the  windpipe.  Previous  to  its  performance,  I  proceeded  to 
make  a  last  examination  of  the  chest,  and  much  to  my  surprise  found 
that  the  mucous  rale  had  almost  entirely  disappeared  ;  his  mother  stated, 
also,  that  the  cough  had  been  much  less  for  the  last  two  days,  and 
there  had  been  no  recurrence  of  suffocation  since  the  violent  attack  of 
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Friday.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  decided  to  invert  the  body 
before  opening  the  windpipe,  and  try  what  effect  it  would  have  in  dis- 
lodging  and  bringing  up  the  foreign  substance.  This  was  most  tho- 
roughly tried,  and  the  fauces  repeatedly  irritated  by  passing  a  quill  down 
the  throat,  but  without  effect  ;  no  foreign  body  appeared.  The  operation 
of  course  was  not  persisted  in,  and  in  fact  from  this  time  he  began  to 
improve  in  health,  and  fully  recovered. 

I  heard  from  this  child  some  months  afterwards.  He  was  in  good 
health.  He  had,  however,  resumed  his  migratory  habits,  and  two  days 
after  his  return  home,  in  order  to  add  another  page  to  his  eventful  his- 
tory, had  fallen  into  a  river  near  the  house,  from  which  he  was  rescued 
by  a  laborer  after  having  floated  some  distance  down  the  stream. 

Remarks. — The  solution  of  the  apparent  mystery  connected  with  this 
case  seems  to  be  explained  in  the  following  manner. 

To  questions  as  to  the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  last  paroxysm 
of  suffocation,  the  mother  said,  that  while  he  lay  upon  the  floor,  as  she 
thought  dead,  she  seized  with  her  fingers  the  tough  and  stringy  mucus 
protruding  from  his  mouth,  and  when  pulling  on  it,  it  seemed  to  unwind 
from  some  body  in  the  throat.  That  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  two 
following  days,  the  child  suffered  from  severe  pains  in  the  bowels,  which 
were  relieved  at  night  by  a  powerful  faecal  discharge,  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  attack  of  suffocation.  It  is  highly  probable,  therefore,  that  the  sub- 
stance, rolled  up  in  the  tough,  adhesive  mucus,  was  thrown  up  into  the 
larynx,  completely  obstructing  its  passage  ;  and  that  the  mother  by  pull- 
ing on  the  mucus  partially  detached  it  from  the  nail,  and  finally  dragged 
the  latter  into  the  throat,  whence  it  was  swallowed,  and  ultimately  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  the  second  day. 

III.  Pin  in  the  Larynx. 
In  April,  1847,  Dr.  Hobbin,  of  Brookline,  brought  to  my  house  a 
young  woman,  who  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  get  a  pin  into  the  la- 
rynx. The  circumstances  under  which  the  accident  happened  were 
these.  She  was  engaged  a  week  previous  in  undressing  a  child,  of 
which  she  had  the  charge,  and  incautiously  put  the  pins  as  they  were  re- 
moved from  its  dress  into  her  mouth.  Her  attention  being  withdrawn 
by  some  occurrence  in  the  chamber,  the  contents  of  the  mouth  were 
swallowed.  There  immediately  ensued  a  severe  paroxysm  of  strangula- 
lation  and  coughing,  during  which  three  pins  were  ejected ;  a  fourth, 
however,  remained  sticking  somewhere  in  the  air  passages.  A  suffo- 
cating cough  at  once  commenced,  which  continued  almost  without  ces- 
sation to  the  day  1  saw  her.  It  was  then  so  severe  as  to  induce  the  fear 
of  strangulation.  A  probang  had  been  passed  down  the  oesophagus,  and 
other  means  attempted  to  dislodge  it,  under  the  presumption  that  it 
might  be  somewhere  in  the  fauces,  or  oesophagus,  but  without  any 
effect. 

Although  I  had  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  situation  of  the  body,  yet  I 
thought  it  proper  to  explore  the  fauces.  When  the  patient  was  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  spot  where  she  supposed  the  pin  to  he  lodged,  she 
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pointed  to  a  place  on  the  left  side  of  the  thyroid  cartilage.  The  prick- 
ing sensation  had  first  been  felt  directly  in  the  middle,  but  after  a  fit  of 
coughing  had  changed  its  position  to  the  place  above  mentioned. 

With  this  guide  I  had  the  patient's  head  held  well  back,  so  as  to 
bring  the  mouth  as  near  as  possible  into  a  line  with  the  oesophagus,  and 
thus  supported.  The  fore  finger  of  the  right  hand  was  now  carried 
down  the  throat,  passed  over  the  epiglottis,  then  carefully  swept  around 
the  top  of  the  larynx,  so  as  thoroughly  to  explore  the  pouches  of  the 
pharynx  on  each  side,  where  foreign  substances  are  so  likely  to  be  arrest- 
ed. Nothing  unnatural,  however,  could  be  discovered,  but  the  patient 
exclaimed  that  the  pin  was  moved  when  the  left  pouch  was  examined. 

I  determined,  therefore,  to  make  a  second  trial.  The  fore-finger  of  the 
right  hand  was  now  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  throat,  at  the  spot 
where  she  had  felt  the  pricking  sensation,  and  the  finger  of  the  left 
hand  carried  down  the  throat,  so  as  to  oppose  it  to  the  other.  It  was 
now  found  that  the  larynx  intervened,  and  on  pressing  them  together  she 
immediately  cried  out  that  the  pin  had  moved.  This  proved  to  be  the 
case,  as  the  violence  of  the  cough  was  at  once  relieved. 

On  account  of  the  great  redness  and  irritation  of  the  throat,  induced 
by  the  continual  cough  and  the  various  manipulations  which  had  been 
made,  I  advised,  that  she  should  be  bled,  and  have  an  opiate  afterwards. 
It  was  agreed  that  she  should  again  visit  me  in  two  days,  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  the  present  relief  would  be  permanent,  or  if  a  surgical 
operation  would  yet  be  necessary. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  appointed  I  saw  the  patient  again. 
She  had  been  quite  easy  since  her  last  visit,  and  although  there  was 
still  some  cough,  yet  it  caused  her  so  little  inconvenience,  that  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  pursue  a  temporizing  course,  and  watch  the 
progress  of  events.  After  she  had  left  me,  however,  and  was  stepping 
into  the  omnibus  to  return  home,  she  felt  the  pin  suddenly  dislodge  itself 
from  the  larynx,  and  come  up  into  the  throat,  whence  it  was  immediately 
swallowed.  The  symptoms  were  at  once  relieved,  and  I  have  heard 
from  her  repeatedly  since  as  quite  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
accident. 

IV.  An  instance,  in  which  a  small  carpet  nail  slipped  into  the  la- 
rynx, occurred  to  me  during  the  last  year,  but  the  principal  circum- 
stances of  the  case  and  the  result  are  so  similar  to  that  just  stated,  that  it 
seems  hardly  to  merit  a  detailed  statement. 

Conclusions. — The  following  conclusions  may  be  deduced  from  a  re- 
view of  these  and  similar  recorded  cases. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  unsafe  to  trust  to  the  chance  of  spontaneous 
expulsion,  any  substance,  which  is  liable  to  have  an  increase  of  bulk  from 
the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  human  body ;  as  in  all  probability  the 
swelling  of  this  substance  will  render  its  exit  impossible.  This  is  still 
more  true  as  regards  children,  from  the  comparatively  small  size  of  the 
iarynx. 

2nd.  Metallic  substances,  or  those  not  embraced  under  the  preceding 
bead,  when  engaged  in  the  larynx,  or  lodged  in  the  lungs,  may  be  trusted 
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with  more  impunity.  If  flat,  they  naturally  present  an  edge  to  the 
tube,  so  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  air  on  either  side.  When  lodged  in 
the  bronchus,  such  a  substance  becomes  after  a  time  enveloped  in  mu- 
cus, so  as  to  obstruct  the  free  act  of  respiration  ;  it  is  then  forced  upwards, 
and  in  the  struggle  which  ensues  the  mucus  is  disengaged.  The  body 
then  falls  back,  and  remains  quiescent  until  it  again  becomes  covered 
with  mucus,  when  the  process  of  dislodgement  is  repeated.  Sometimes 
in  the  violent  cough,  which  occurs  at  the  change  of  place  of  this  body, 
it  is  forced  out  into  the  mouth  and  swallowed,  or  ejected  ;  at  others,  by 
coming  up  suddenly,  when  the  patient's  attention  is  distracted,  it  takes 
the  larynx  as  it  were  by  surprise,  and  easily  escapes. 

An  interesting  case  of  this  latter  class  occurred  in  a  little  girl,  a  patient 
of  Dr.  Hale,  in  whom  tracheotomy  was  performed  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren, 
for  the  removal  of  the  wooden  stopper  of  an  inkstand,  which  had  been 
sucked  into  the  trachea.  As  soon  as  this  passage  was  opened,  all  irrita- 
tion subsided,  the  foreign  substance  settled  down  into  the  bronchus,  and 
although  the  wound  was  kept  open  a  week,  and  attempts  made  to  dis- 
lodge it,  they  were  without  avail.  Some  months  afterwards,  as  the  pa- 
tient was  looking  out  of  a  window,  very  intently  watching  the  passing  of  a 
military  company,  the  substance,  came  up  without  effort  into  the  mouth, 
and  was  at  once  expelled. 

3d.  If  the  substance  is  fixed  in  the  bronchus,  and  the  patient  young, 
the  prospect  of  seizing  it  by  instruments  introduced  through  the  wound 
and  carried  down  in  the  direction  of  the  lungs,  is  extremely  small.  In 
fact  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  successful  case  upon  record,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one,  in  which  Mr.  Liston  opened  the  trachea  of  an  adult,  and 
introducing  the  forceps  with  some  difficulty,  seized  a  bone,  which  had 
become  engaged  in  the  right  bronchus. 

4th.  Some  doubts  will  arise,  however,  as  to  the  propriety  of  leaving  in 
any  case  a  foreign  substance  for  a  period  of  time  in  the  lungs,  without 
an  effort  to  remove  it.  For  although  it  may  finally  become  detached 
and  be  ejected,  as  it  frequently  is,  after  remaining  many  months  or 
years  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  lungs,  or  stowed  away  in  the 
bronchial  tubes,  yet  fatal  organic  lesions  are  not  uncommonly  the  result. 
The  judgment  of  the  surgeon  must  therefore  be  determined  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  particular  case. 

It  is  remarkable  in  how  great  a  number  of  these  cases,  which  we  find 
recorded  as  having  occurred  in  children,  the  substance  introduced  was 
a  common  garden  bean.  Dr.  Twitchell,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  the  New 
England  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  mentions  two 
instances,  in  which  he  operated  with  success.  Many  of  a  similar  char- 
acter may  be  found,  by  looking  through  the  different  periodicals. 

Should  another  case  of  this  kind  occur  to  me,  I  should  at  once  per- 
form the  operation  of  tracheotomy,  and  by  a  free  use  of  ether  attempt 
to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  air-passages,  so  as  to  allow  a  more  easy  ex- 
ploration by  instruments,  than  is  generally  afforded  in  the  natural  state. 

Boston,  December  9,  1847. 
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AMPUTATION  OF  THE  NECK  OF  THE  UTERUS. 
(.Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Miss  E.  M.,  aged  25,  black  hair  and  sallow  complexion,  suffered  during 
childhood  from  strumous  ulcerations  of  the  limbs,  and  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands  of  the  neck.  Catamenia  appeared  at  14,  and  continued  regular, 
till  about  18,  when  her  general  health  began  to  give  way  ;  was  easily 
fatigued  on  using  exertion  ;  complained  of  pain  across  the  lumbar  region, 
and  had  slight  leucorrhcea.  The  history  of  the  case  is  here  defective  till 
about  two  years  and  a  half  since,  when  she  states  her  symptoms  to 
have  been  as  follows  : — profuse  leucorrhcea  ;  had  painful  and  protracted 
menstruation,  lasting  from  eight  to  ten  days,  leaving  her  much  prostrat- 
ed ;  pain  over  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen,  lumbar  and  hypogas- 
tric regions ;  sense  of  fulness  and  bearing  down  on  usino*  exercise  ; 
appetite  tolerable  ;  bowels  confined.  Up  to  December  1846,  she  was 
under  medical  treatment,  with  little  amelioration  of  her  state.  Her 
health  becoming  more  feeble,  and  symptoms  all  aggravated,  I  was  called 
in,  and  saw  her  for  the  first  time,  on  the  12th  February,  1847,  when 
she  presented  the  following  symptoms.  Countenance  looked  chlorotic  ; 
eyes  dull  ;  skin  dry  ;  tongue  clean,  but  rather  florid  ;  bowels  inactive  ; 
appetite  uncertain  ;  pulse  unequal,  small  and  weak  ;  lumbar  and  hypo- 
gastric pains  persisted  ;  complained  of  being  very  feeble  (with  apparent 
difficulty  could  walk  from  the  couch  to  the  chair,  a  distance  of  a  few 
feet).  In  addition  was  irritable,  and  mind  desponding.  On  further 
questioning  the  patient  as  to  her  inability  to  walk,  she  stated  it  was  ow- 
ing to  the  increase  of  her  lumbar  pains,  leucorrhcea,  a  bearing  down, 
with  "  a  protrusion  of  some  substance."  On  using  the  trocar,  the 
uterus  felt  large  and  indurated,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  neck  and  body 
were  two  hard  eminences,  about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut  each.  The 
cervix  occupied  the  whole  length  of  the  vagina,  and  protruded  be- 
yond the  external  labia  on  using  exertion.  Its  length  might  be  about 
four  inches  and  a  half;  it  was  firm  and  resistant.  The  lips  of  the  os 
were  open,  admitting  the  extremity  of  the  index  finger,  soft,  hypertro- 
phied,  and  felt  spongy. 

Injections  of  an  infusion  of  marsh  mallows  were  ordered  three  times 
a-day,  to  be  retained  for  seven  minutes,  so  as  to  form  a  local  bath  around 
the  womb.  To  have  R.  Pulv.  rhei,  gr.  xij. ;  hyd.  c.  cretae,  gr.  viij.  M. ; 
and  to  commence  taking  R.  Citras.  ferri,  gr.  iij. ;  syrup,  rhei,  3  ij.  M. 
ter  in  die.  Rest,  on  a  couch,  in  the  horizontal  position,  enjoined.  Diet 
to  be  nourishing,  but  unstimulating  ;  no  coffee  ;  a  little  wine  and  water 
allowed  at  dinner.  Treatment  continued  till  the  expected  return  of  the 
menses,  then  discontinued,  and  as  the  flow  was  profuse,  ordered  the  fol- 
lowing : — R.  Nitras  argent.,  grs.  iij  ;  aq.  distill.,  3  iiss.  Ten  drops 
in  a  half  glass  of  sweetened  distilled  water,  ter  in  die.  This  moderated 
the  discharge,  which  ceased  on  the  fifth  day  from  its  commencement. 

The  citrate  of  iron,  &c,  was  continued  till  the  middle  of  April,  when 
its  use  was  discontinued.  Her  appearance  at  this  time  was  somewhat 
improved.    Skin  less  sallow,  pulse  stronger,  and  bowels  normal.  Ap- 
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petite  good  ;  in  other  respects  as  before.  Ordered  to  use  astringent  in- 
jections of  sulph.  zinci,  one  drachm  to  the  pint,  three  times  a-day  ;  to 
wear  one  of  Mrs.  Betts's  uterine  supporters,  it  possessing  an  efficient  pe- 
rineal pad  (the  secret  of  all  supporters)  :  internally  to  take  four  grains 
of  the  iodid.  potass,  in  a  little  sweetened  water,  ter  in  die  ;  and  to  rub 
about  a  drachm  of  the  following  into  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  each 
thigh,  morning  and  evening  : — R.  Iodin.  pure,  gr.  x.  :  iodid.  potass.,  ; 
axunge,  §  j. ;  ungt.  ;  and  to  have  the  following  thrown  up  the  bowels  at 
night,  when  suffering  from  the  hypogastric  and  lumbar  pains.  Cam- 
phor., gr.  iij.;  acet.  opii,  gtts.  viij.  ;  vitel.,  dr.  iij. ;  to  be  rubbed  up  together, 
gradually  adding  about  two  ounces  of  water.    Diet,  animal  food. 

Under  this  course,  which  was  continued  for  nine  weeks  (occasionally 
suspending  the  iodide)  her  general  appearance  alteivd  much.  The  skin 
lost  its  dusky  yellow  hue  ;  tongue  normal  ;  pulse  70,  firm  and  equable; 
feels  stronger ;  the  uterus  less  indurated,  and  the  two  eminences  or  tuber- 
cles on  the  upper  part  of  the  cervix,  softer,  and  reduced  to  one  half 
their  size.    No  change  in  the  cervix,  lips  of  the  os  as  formerly. 

Her  treatment  was  now  omitted  till  the  1st  August,  when  she  com- 
menced taking  —  R.  syrup,  iodid.  ferri,  syrup,  sarsap.,  aa  §  ij.  M.  One 
teaspoon ful  bis  in  die.  Continue  the  ungt.,  &c.  fcc.  No  alteration 
was  made  in  her  remedies,  which  were  followed  up  till  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  when  her  state  was  nearly  as  follows.  Increase  of 
flesh  ;  skin  clear  and  moist  (unusual  with  her)  ;  eves  bright ;  tongue 
clean  ;  appetite  very  good  ;  bowels  regular ;  pulse  firm,  but  is  subject  to 
palpitation.  Lumbar  pains  have  disappeared.  Suffers  pain  in  the  hy- 
pogastrium.  Sense  of  fulness  and  bearing  down  on  the  least  fatigue, 
with  increase  of  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis.  The  tubercles 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  neck  have  disappeared,  and  the  body  of  the 
uterus  now  feels  softer  and  smaller.  No  change  in  the  cervix.  Leu- 
corrhcea  still  continues,  and  the  catamenia  as  before.  Her  mind  gloomy 
and  constantly  referring  to  her  unfortunate  condition.  At  times  her 
friends  fear  for  her  reason. 

Reviewing  the  circumstances  of  this  peculiar  case,  and  fearing  the 
consequences  which  might  ensue,  if  this  unfortunate  lady  could  not  be 
helped,  I  felt  justified  in  proposing,  as  a  dernier  resort,  amputation  of  the 
cervix  uteri.  This  was  opposed  by  her  friends,  but  at  length,  finding  no 
hope  or  encouragement  from  those  they  consulted,  it  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  operation  was  performed  on  the  16th  October. 

Operation. — Having  cleared  the  bowels  by  enema,  and  ascertaining 
that  the  bladder  was  empty,  the  patient  was  placed  as  for  lithotomy, 
the  parts  exposed  to  the  light,  and  then  at  her  request  she  was 
placed  under  the  influence  of  ether,  inhaling  it  for  about  eight  minutes, 
when  she  became  insensible  to  pain,  but  conscious  of  what  was  going  on. 
Her  pulse  rose  to  110;  eyes  slightly  turned  up,  with  dilated  pupils. 
A  pair  of  strong  double  hooks  were  then  firmly  inserted  into  the  pro- 
jecting lips  of  the  cervix.  The  cervix  was  steadily  but  gently  drawn 
down,  till  about  one  inch  and  a  half  protruded  beyond  the  external 
parts.    An  assistant  now  separated  the  labia,  and  with  a  common  scalpel 
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about  two  inches  and  a  quarter  were  removed — a  brisk  haemorrhage  en- 
sued, which  had  to  be  controlled  by  placing  a  piece  of  sponge  on  the 
wound,  and  retaining  it  by  a  small  silk  handkerchief.  Patient  slept  for 
two  hours  after  the  operation.  In  four  hours  felt  uneasy  (t  all  over  "  ; 
had  sickness  of  the  stomach,  with  darting  pains  through  the  bowels ; 
pulse  90 ;  was  unable  to  pass  water,  though  had  strong  desire.  It  occur- 
red to  me  that  the  above  symptoms  might  proceed  from  retention  of 
urine.  Removed  the  handkerchief  from  the  vagina,  and  in  a  short  time 
she  passed  urine  freely,  when  all  pain  and  sickness  left  her.  Ordered 
eight  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  h.  s.  s.  Next  morning  found  she  had 
slept  well.  No  pain  or  tenderness  on  compressing  the  abdomen  ;  tongue 
clean  ;  pulse  90.  V.  s.  ad  §  x.  Light  diet.  Having  slight  tender- 
ness in  lower  part  of  bowels,  repeat  the  Dover's  powder,  and  warm  fo- 
mentations of  hops  to  the  bowels. 

Third  day.  Comfortable ;  pulse  SO  ;  no  tenderness.  Removed  the 
sponge,  and  cleanse  the  vagina,  several  times  daily,  by  means  of  a 
syringe  with  cold  water. 

Fourth  day.  Slight  headache  ;  ordered  a  common  enema,  the  bowels 
not  having  been  moved  since  the  operation  :  and  to  continue  the  vagi- 
nal injections,  rendering  them  slightly  astringent  with  a  little  alum  (  3  ss. 
to  the  pint).  From  this  date  she  continued  gradually  but  steadily  to 
improve,  and  was  able  to  leave  her  room  twelve  days  after  the  operation. 
The  third  week  she  was  allowed  full  diet  and  to  ride  out.  On  examina- 
tion, that  portion  of  the  cervix  left  is  found  to  have  receded,  and  wcuIg 
not  measure  more  than  one  inch  in  length.  Wound  healed  ;  slight  leu- 
corrhcea.  Continue  the  astringent  injections,  and  internally  R.  Tinct. 
mur.  ferri.  m.x,,  to  be  taken  in  half  a  wine  glass  of  cold  chamomile  tea, 
ter  in  die.  Progressed  favorably,  and  in  fourth  week  was  apparently 
well.  Can  walk  half  a  mile  without  being  fatigued — and  eight  days 
previous  to  the  date  of  this  communication  she  rode  fourteen  miles  with- 
out any  inconvenience.  Her  mind  has  become  happy,  her  appetite  excel- 
lent, and  to  all  appearance  she  is  cured. 

1  forgot  to  mention  that  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  after  the 
operation,  the  catamenia  appeared,  lasting  four  days,  without  pain. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  returning  her  to  her  family,  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  to  pass  Thanksgiving  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  yours  respectfullv, 

N.  J.  McL.  Moore.  M.R.C.S.L. 

Derry,  iV.  if.,  ISov.  24,  1847. 


REPREHENSIBLE  PRESCRIPTIONS 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  recipe  recently  sent  to  one  of  the 
apothecary  shops  in  this  city.  R.  Sulph.  morph.,  grs.  v.  ;  hydrarg.  sub. 
mur.,  3  j. ;  jalaps,  5  ss.  The  directions  concerning  this  medicine  were  that 
one  half  was  to  be  taken  at  once,  and  the  remainder  to  be  given  three 
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hours  afterwards.  The  apothecary  declined  dispensing  the  medicine7 
and  the  writer  of  the  recipe  appeared,  and  requested  the  medicine  to  be 
prepared.  Each  article  was  then  put  up  in  separate  papers.  Whether 
the  medicine  was  given,  or  who  the  writer  was,  is  not  known. 

Morphia,  as  is  well  known,  is  so  called  from  Morpheus,  the  god  of 
sleep,  and  is  the  most  powerful  of  the  narcotics.  One  grain  of  morphia, 
says  Wood  h  Bache,  is  equivalent  to  six  grains  of  opium,  and  "  the  dose 
of  the  sulphate  of  morphia  is  from  one  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  a  grain." 
Pereira  states  the  same,  though  he  has  given  in  insanity  two  grains  of 
the  muriate  of  morphia  at  a  dose.  Think,  then,  of  fifteen  grains  of  opium 
and  one  half  of  a  drachm  of  calomel  ordered  to  be  given  at  one  time, 
and  to  be  followed  by  an  equivalent  dose  at  the  expiration  of  three 
hours  !  Rather  heroic  treatment  this  !  The  individual  certainly  cannot 
he  called  an  11  inert  "  practitioner.  There  is  very  little  doubt  in  our  mind, 
but  that  the  above  medicine,  if  given  according  to  the  letter,  would  prove 
fatal  as  a  natural  and  necessary  consequence,  unless  emesis  should  super- 
vene. We  have  too  much  confidence  in,  and  too  high  an  opinion  o/'the 
medical  fraternity  in  Boston,  to  suppose,  even  for  a  moment,  that  the  above 
compound  was  ordered  by  any  one  of  our  regular  medical  practitioners, 
and  must  conclude  that  it  was  the  offspring  of  some  quack  or  charlatan. 

The  public,  it  is  to  be  feared,  do  not  discriminate  in  regard  to  the 
capacities  and  qualifications  of  physicians,  and  ministers  often  lend  their 
influence  to  spread  and  perpetuate  humbugs.  Men  do  not  manifest  the 
same  keenness  and  insight  in  such  matters  as  in  business  transactions. 
In  these  latter,  they  will  not  trust  a  man  unless  he  have  some  credit, 
some  reputation  ;  but  in  a  case  of  life  and  death,  they  act  at  a  venture. 
They  call  in  some  quack  with  nostrums,  some  empiric  with  herbs  from 
the  mountains,  or  some  blacksmith  to  set  a  bone,  or  some  horse-jockey  to 
rub  down  rheumatic  limbs.  Genuine  talent,  science  and  devotion  to 
one's  profession  are  not  made  the  touchstones  of  reward  in  the  physician, 
but  he  who  has  a  bubble  reputation,  has  ignorance  allied  with  much  of 
brass,  and  a  spirit  Of  braggadocio,  bears  off  the  palm. 

The  above  account  is  but  one  of  many  which  might  be  mentioned  as 
displaying  the  same  gross  ignorance  of  the  uses  of  medicine.  We  have 
cited  the  above  case  merely  to  put  the  public  on  their  guard  against 
dangerous  and  ignorant  dabblers  in  medicines  ;  and  in  conclusion  would 
hope  that  all  compounds,  such  as  the  above,  will  be  traced  to  their  source, 
and  their  authors  nailed  as  base  coin  to  the  counter.  Medicus. 


CASE  OF  RETAINED  PLACENTA. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  article  of  Dr.  Sutton,  of  Kentucky,  in  your  Journal  of  Nov. 
17th,  has  induced  me  to  copy  from  my  note-book  the  following  singular 
case,  which  is  offered  for  your  Journal. 

Mrs.  H.,  of  Worcester  County,  aged  42,  and  mother  of  five  child- 
ren, was  seized  on  the  18th  of  October,  1844,  with  uterine  pain  and 
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flooding,  after  attending  a  series  of  Miller  camp-meetings.  She  was  in 
the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy.  Being  called  to  prescribe  for  her,  I  en- 
joined rest  in  the  horizontal  posture,  and  an  enema  of  starch  and  lauda- 
num. The  pain  and  flooding  abated  ;  and  she  was  quiet  till  the  23d, 
the  day  on  which  the  family  believed,  with  other  Miller  fanatics,  that  the 
world  was  to  be  destroyed.  The  morning  of  that  day  she  was  suddenly 
seized  with  uterine  contractions,  and  before  my  arrival  expelled  a  foetus. 
1  suggested  an  examination,  as  there  was  a  slight  hemorrhage — but  was 
overruled  by  the  patient  and  her  female  attendants,  who  assured  me  that 
the  whole  afterbirth  was  discharged  with  the  foetus,  and  had  been  de- 
stroyed before  my  arrival.  Trusting  to  their  sense  and  veracity,  I  did 
not  urge  an  examination. 

Two  days  afterwards,  I  found  the  patient  very  comfortable — no  flooding 
or  uterine  pain  or  tenderness.  I  then  took  my  leave  of  her,  presuming, 
from  her  appearance,  that  she  would  need  no  further  medical  attendance. 
Being  myself  in  delicate  health,  in  a  few  days  afterwards  I  left  town, 
and  spent  the  winter  in  Philadelphia. 

March  22d,  1845. — 1  was  called  to  see  another  member  of  the  same 
family,  and  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  my  quondam  patient,  Mrs.  H., 
confined  to  her  bed,  pale,  faint  and  anaemic.  The  account  she  gave  of 
herself  was  that  in  November  and  December  following  her  abortion,  she 
was  quite  comfortable,  although  every  few  days  she  had  a  slight  hemor- 
rhage without  uterine  pain.  In  January  she  had  more  frequent  hemor- 
rhages, and  took  her  bed.  In  this  month  she  sent  for  me,  but  finding  my 
worthy  proxy  an  unmarried  man,  committed  herself  to  the  care  of  a 
Millerite  root  doctor.  He  called  her  case  i-  a  consumption  in  the  blood 
— of  the  worst  kind — afraid  he  could  not  cure  it "  ;  but  gave  roots, 
syrups,  beers,  he,  ad  libitum.  The  patient  was  very  much  emaciated, 
had  poor  appetite,  was  very  pale,  and  had  oedema  of  the  limbs,  &c. 

On  learning  these  facts  respecting  her  condition  through  the  winter,  it 
instantly  occurred  to  me  that  her  case  must  be  one  of  retained  placenta, 
or  of  organic  disease  of  the  uterus.  I  requested  an  examination,  which 
was  objected  to  as  useless,  by  patient  and  friends,  as  all  regarded  her 
as  very  near  death.  My  advice  at  length  prevailed.  The  os  uteri  was 
firmly  closed,  but  I  was  able  to  insinuate  my  finger  so  as  to  decide  on  the 
presence  of  a  firmly-impacted  body  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  1  gave 
her  a  cup  of  stimulating  tea,  with  eight  grains  of  ipecac.  In  a  few 
minutes  she  became  thoroughly  sick,  with  extreme  muscular  prostration. 
At  this  moment  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  dilating  the 
os  uteri,  passed  two  fingers  so  as  to  seize  and  remove  a  pear-shaped  pla- 
centa— which  by  estimation  weighed  one  pound.  A  small  part  of  its 
surface  was  adherent  to  the  parietes  of  the  womb,  by  which  means  it 
had  retained  its  vascularity  and  vitality.  The  portion  near  the  attach- 
ment had  evidently  vegetated  somewhat,  giving  it  rather  a  fungoid 
appearance. 

In  this  case  the  placenta  was  retained  five  months  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  foetus,  and  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  occasional  hemorrhages,  and 
the  consequent  alarming  debility.    This  cause  being  now  removed,  the 
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patient  rapidly  convalesced  under  the  use  of  wine,  tonics  and  generous 
diet.  Since  that  period,  she  has  borne  a  child  at  full  time — and  is  now 
in  good  health. 

Your  correspondent,  Dr.  Sutton,  speaks  in  strong  terms  of  the  value 
of  ergot  and  opium  in  certain  cases  of  retained  placenta.  I  would  re- 
mark, that  in  my  own  midwifery  practice,  in  cases  of  irregular,  deficient, 
or  spasmodic  uterine  contraction,  I  have  observed  that  either  of  these 
agents  has  been  more  efficient  when  preceded  by  or  combined  with  a 
nauseating  dose  of  wine  of  ipecac,  or  antimony.  I  would  suggest  the 
inquiry  whether  the  good  effects  of  etherization  in  labor,  may  not  be  in 
some  degree  owing  to  the  nauseating  effect  of  that  process. 

Ashby,  Mass.,  November,  1847.  Alfred  Hitchcock,  M.D. 


THE  "  BAD  PRACTICE  "  CASE  IN  LOWELL. 

[The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Kimball  refers  to  the  circumstance  al- 
luded to  in  the  Journal  of  November  10th,  under  the  head  of  "  Bad 
Practice."] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — There  appeared,  I  understand,  an  article  in  your 
Medical  Journal,  some  weeks  since,  in  which  my  professional  character 
was  pretty  seriously  implicated.  The  article  in  question,  I  believe,  was 
prompted  by  some  editorial  remarks  that  appeared  in  a  paper  of  this 
city,  called  the  "  Vox  Populi."  I  am  not  a  reader  of  that  paper,  and 
from  the  irresponsible  character  it  holds  in  the  estimation  of  the  public, 
should  not  be  inclined  to  notice  in  any  way,  any  statements  therein, 
which  otherwise  might  affect  my  reputation.  When,  however,  it  gives 
occasion  for  comment  in  other  periodicals,  of  truthful  character,  and  high 
standing  in  the  public  estimation,  I  feel  compelled  to  give  it  such  notice 
as  self  protection,  merely,  requires.  But  I  shall  not  go  into  any  par- 
ticular statement  of  facts  as  regards  the  foundation  of  the  remarks  in 
the  Vox  Populi.  I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  know,  from  my 
own  assertion,  that  the  article  itself  was  a  gross  libel — and  never  could 
have  been  written  and  published  except  under  circumstances  of  most 
culpable  ignorance,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  from  motives  most  wicked 
and  malicious.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  exacting  too  much  of  you  to  put 
the  matter  right,  so  far,  at  least,  as  you  may  suppose  the  article  in  your 
Journal  has  put  it  wrong,  before  the  public.  Should  there  remain  on 
your  mind  any  doubt  that  ought  to  be  removed  before  you  commit 
yourself  in  the  matter,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  furnish  you  abundant 
testimony  to  that  end.  That  you  are  disposed  to  do  everything  that 
honor  and  justice  require,  in  the  case,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt.  I 
shall  thus  remain  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Lowell,  Dec.  2,  1847.  G.  Kimball. 
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Births,  Marriages  and,  Deaths  in  Massachusetts. — Another  official  report 
relating  to  the  registry  of  these  events  in  our  Commonwealth,  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1847,  has  been  publish* 
ed.  It  shows  that  labor  has  been  expended  in  the  tabular  arrangement  of 
the  returns,  but  it  is  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  their  being  so  very  incom- 
plete. A  half  a  loaf  is  admitted  to  be  better  than  none,  for  a  hungry  man  ; 
but  in  statistics,  half  or  two  thirds  of  the  whole  will  not  answer.  How- 
ever, good  progress  is  making  in  registration,  so  that  some  forty  years 
hence  town  officers  may  be  induced,  by  active  legislation,  to  inform  the 
proper  official  of  the  exact  number  of  deaths,  marriages  and  births  that 
have  occurred  within  their  jurisdiction  during  a  given  period.  There  is 
some  curious  matter,  nevertheless,  in  this  report. 


Old  Wine  in  New  Bottles.*—  An  uncommonly  spirited  production,  with 
the  above  name,  being  the  "  Spare  Hours  of  a  Student  in  Paris"  by 
Augustus  Kingsley  Gardner,  M.D.,  has  afforded  us  an  amount  of  gratifica- 
tion that  is  seldom  derived  from  a  medical  author.  Physicians,  in  general 
literature,  are  very  apt  to  have  the  odor  of  the  shop,  or  run  into  tedious 
narrative.  Dr.  Gardner  was  no  idle  spectator  of  scenes  in  Paris  that  were 
presented  to  his  penetrating  eye.  He  could  look  as  far  into  a  millstone  as 
any  of  our  countrymen  who  have  attempted  to  relate  the  wonders  of  that 
city.  A  better  idea  is  obtained,  from  his  descriptions,  of  public  edifices,  the 
business  transacted  in  them,  and  of  the  great  men,  distinguished  ladies, 
royal  children,  &c,  than  from  almost  any  other  source,  short  of  seeing  with 
our  own  eyes.  The  inmost  recesses  of  French  society  are  displayed,  so 
that  astonishing  things,  to  an  American  reader,  are  constantly  rising  into 
view.  This  shows  that  a  narrative  of  simple  facts  is  quite  as  exciting  as  a 
work  of  mere  fiction. 

The  legitimate  places  for  a  review  of  "  Old  Wine  in  New  Bottles"  it 
not  being  strictly  a  scientific  work,  are  the  literary  periodicals,  and  for  those 
it  will  be  appropriate  nutriment.  We  are  unwilling,  however,  to  allow  the 
opportunity  to  pass,  without  heartily  thanking  Dr.  Gardner  for  the  amount 
of  innocent  pleasure  imparted  by  this  original  volume,  and  especially,  since 
he  has  complimented  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  by  extract* 
ing  from  its  pages. 


Lexicon  Scientarium.-^-k  learned  correspondent,  two  weeks  since,  pre- 
sented his  views  in  the  Journal,  in  regard  to  the  real  value  of  the  new  Dic- 
tionary of  Terms  used  in  the  various  branches  of  science,  by  Henry  Mc- 
Murtrie,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia  ;  but  this  ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  refer- 
ring to  the  work  ourselves,  since  we  had  not  seen  a  copy  when  those  observa- 
tions were  made.  The  publishers,  xMessrs.  E.  C.  &  J.  Biddle,  of  Phila- 
delphia, it  strikes  us,  will  find  this  a  good  article,  in  the  language  of  trade, 
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and  the  sales  bid  fair  to  be  active,  from  the  fact  that  the  book  possesses  in- 
trinsic merit ;  and  from  another  circumstance,  viz.,  the  price  is  reasonable. 
One  cannot  read  a  page  of  any  treatise  on  modern  science,  without  finding 
this  dictionary  a  very  excellent  assistant.  Messrs.  Phillips  &  Sampson, 
110  Washington  street,  Boston,  have  it  for  sale.  Medical  students  would 
find  Dr.  McMurtrie's  labors  of  peculiar  value  to  them  in  the  course  of  their 
medical  readings. 


Slandering  Physicians. — In  consequence  of  some  exceedingly  pointed 
allusions  of  a  paper  in  a  neighboring  city,  charging  a  reputable  practi- 
tioner with  want  of  sympathy  and  harshness  towards  a  poor  patient,  we 
were  induced  to  offer  some  general  remarks  upon  it,  but  were  reluctant 
to  believe  that  a  deliberate  act,  like  the  one  represented,  could  have  been 
perpetrated  by  a  member  of  a  profession  which  has  been  distinguished  for 
the  freest  exercise  of  active  benevolence  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries 
where  the  services  of  medical  men  are  sought.  No  persons  are  more  ex- 
posed to  malignant,  slanderous  attacks,  than  physicians,  notwithstanding 
their  unceasing  efforts  to  meet  every  demand  upon  them  in  society.  They 
are  subjected  to  frequent  mortifications,  arising  from  envy  in  others,  from 
rivalry,  and  the  unprincipled,  undermining  inuendoes  of  those  whose  ex- 
pectations of  rising  to  a  place,  depend  upon  the  downfall  of  others. 
Slander,  with  a  forked  tongue,  is  always  ready  to  shoot  from  secret 
hiding  places  ;  and,  in  short,  eminence  in  the  medical  world  is  too  often 
accompanied  by  the  annoyance,  from  without,  of  low  minds  and  their  low 
propensities. 

By  turning  to  a  communication  from  Lowell,  in  to-day's  Journal,  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  have  been  prompted  to  this  vindication  of  a  gentleman 
who  has  been  wantonly  assailed.  No  allusions  respecting  him,  however, 
were  inserted  in  the  Journal,  that  could  have  been  otherwise  than  grati- 
fying to  any  person  who  had  been  the  subject,  elsewhere,  of  a  vindictive 
attack  from  a  secret  or  even  open  enemy — it  being  our  invariable  course 
to  sustain  the  profession  as  far  as  truth  and  justice  will  admit,  and  under 
no  circumstances  to  listen  with  willing  attention  to  insinuations  or  open 
attacks  against  one  of  the  brotherhood. 


Etherization  in  Philadelphia. — The  November  number  of  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  contains  an  elaborate 
report  on  the  use  of  ether  in  surgery — being  the  College's  Annual  Report 
on  Surgery,  which  was  read  before  that  body  in  November  last  by  Dr. 
Parrish.  The  surgeons  in  Philadelphia  have  been  accused  of  backward- 
ness in  availing  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  great  discovery  ;  and  Dr. 
Parrish  admits  the  truth  of  this  accusation  in  his  report.  The  candid  and 
faithful  manner,  however,  in  which  he  has  examined  and  acknowledged 
the  merits  of  this  new  agent,  and  the  honorable  testimony  which  he  bears 
to  the  zealous,  unwearied  and  efficient  labors  of  the  leading  surgeons  of 
Boston,  in  first  testing  and  making  them  known,  and  the  fact,  as  we  sup- 
pose it  to  be,  that  his  report  was  accepted  by  the  College,  go  far  towards 
removing  any  suspicion  of  real  hostility  in  Philadelphia  to  the  use  of  ether 
in  surgery.  The  fact  that  a  whole  year  has  passed  away,  during  which 
the  patients  of  the  Philadelphia  hospitals  have  undergone  sufferings  which 
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might  have  been  mitigated,  if  not  wholly  removed,  may  seem  to  us  now 
as  implying  "  tardy,  languid,  faint-hearted  assent,  sweating  out  drop  by 
drop  from  reluctant  pores  ;"  but  in  after  years,  if  the  success  of  the  dis- 
covery fulfils  its  yet  early  promise,  one  short  year  may  not  seem  an  un- 
reasonable time  in  hesitating  as  to  the  use  of  a  means  intended  to  pro- 
duce results  too  great  and  good  to  have  been  expected  from  human  agency. 
We  have  marked  large  portions  of  this  report  for  quotation,  although  it  is 
uncertain  when  the  favors  of  our  own  kind  and  industrious  correspon- 
dents will  allow  of  our  making  use  of  them.  Should  they  not  be  used, 
this  notice  must  be  considered  as  an  expression  of  our  high  approval  of 
the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Parrish  has  performed  the  duty  assigned  him. 


Females  attending  Medical  Lectures. — A  correspondent  writes  that  a 
young  lady  made  her  appearance  in  "  the  lecture  rooms,"  a  few  weeks 
since — but,  unfortunately  for  our  paragraph,  does  not  mention  at  what 
school  of  medicine.  The  bit  of  paper  which  brings  the  intelligence,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  part  of  a  letter,  but  bears  neither  date,  post-mark,  or  reference 
to  the  region  from  whence  it  was  sent.  The  note,  however,  reads  thus  : 
"  Miss  Blackwell  made  her  appearance  in  the  lecture  room  about  two 
weeks  ago.  She  is  a  pretty  little  specimen  of  the  feminine  gender,  regis- 
tering her  age  at  26;  her  tutor,  Prof.  Dickinson,  of  S.  C,  now  Professor 
of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  New  York  University.  She 
comes  into  the  class  with  great  composure,  takes  off  her  bonnet  and  puts 
it  under  the  seat  (exposing  a  fine  phrenology),  takes  notes  constantly,  and 
maintains,  throughout,  an  unchanged  countenance.  The  effect  on  the 
class  has  been  good,  and  great  decorum  is  preserved  while  she  is  present. 
She  wrote  a  capital  letter  when  she  applied  for  admission,  and  brings  re- 
commendations from  eminent  physicians  in  Philadelphia."  From  some 
imperfect  recollections,  when  this  scrap  was  handed  to  us  by  a  lady  of  this 
city,  we  are  impressed  with  the  idea  that  Geneva  is  the  institution  ;  if  not, 
it  is  probably  some  other  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  lady  of  Boston  applied  for  admission  to  the  anatomical  lectures 
here,  week  before  last,  but  with  what  success  has  not  been  ascertained. 
Why  should  not  well-educated  females  be  admitted  ?  This  is  a  suitable 
point  to  be  discussed  on  some  convenient  occasion. 


Central  Neiv  York  Medical  Association. — On  the  14th  of  September,  a 
call  from  a  committee  of  the  Cortland  County  Medical  Society,  brought 
together,  at  Oswego,  a  delegation  of  medical  gentlemen  from  the  Counties 
of  Tompkins,  Tiogo,  Broome  and  Cortland,  of  which  Dr.  J.  S.  Paige,  of 
Oswego,  was  elected  President,  and  Drs.  F.  Hyde  of  Cortland,  and  J.  E. 
Hawley  of  Tompkins,  Secretaries.  The  convention  resolved  that  it  was 
expedient  to  organize  into  a  district  medical  society.  This  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  also  a  constitution  and  a  code  of  medical  ethics,  which  if 
strictly  observed,  as  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  be,  will  make  the  new 
society  a  model  institution.  A  large  body  of  practitioners  in  the  central 
counties  of  the  Empire  State,  are  exhibiting  a  praiseworthy  zeal  in  elevat- 
ing the  profession.  They  write  well,  and  whatever  they  undertake,  in  re- 
ference  to  this  essential  object,  seems  to  be  done  well. 
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Death  of  Dieffenbach.— (Extract  from  a  letter  from  E.  H.  Clarke,  M.D., 
to  C.  E.  Buckingham,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  and  communicated  by  the  latter 
gentleman.)— Berlin,  Nov.  11th,  1847.  "The  death  of  Dr.  Dieffen- 
bach has  created  a  great  sensation  here.  This  morning  he  was  as  usual. 
I  met  him  driving  about  the  streets  during  the  forenoon,  apparently  in  per- 
fect health.  He  called  a  few  hours  before  his  death  upon  a  medical  friend, 
and  invited  him  to  attend  his  clinique  and  lecture.  His  friend  complied, 
and  accompanied  Dr.  D.  to  the  Hospital.  The  doctor  spoke,  if  possible, 
with  more  than  his  usual  vivacity.  After  the  lecture  he  examined  some 
surgical  patients,  and  then  seated  himself,  for  a  moment,  in  the  amphi- 
theatre. He  was  speaking  as  he  sat  down  ;  he  suddenly  ceased,  his  face 
assumed  a  slightly  blue  tinge,  and  he  fell  upon  his  side,  dead.  The  mus- 
cles of  his  face  were  convulsed  for  a  moment,  but  there  was  no  stertor  ia 
his  breathing,  and  nothing  to  indicate  the  cause  of  such  a  sudden  cessation 
of  life,  He  was  surrounded  by  medical  students  and  physicians,  and  every 
endeavor  was  made  to  restore  him,  but  without  success.  Thus  has  died 
one  of  the  most  distinguished,  perhaps  the  most  distinguished  surgeon  in 
Germany.  It  is  preeminently  true  with  regard  to  him,  that  he  was  as 
much  beloved  for  his  private  virtues  and  amiable  qualities,  by  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  be  numbered  among  his  personal  friends,  as  he 
was  respected,  everywhere,  by  the  profession,  for  his  talents.  I  can  well 
bear  witness  to  the  kindness  and  hospitality  with  which  he  treated  strangers, 
and  shall  not  soon  forget  the  hearty  manner  with  which  he  welcomed  me 
to  Berlin.  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  his  works  and  reputation  to 
need  any  description  of  the  one,  or  eulogium  upon  the  other,  *  ^  * 
His  last  work,  published  not  more  than  three  months  since,  was  a  Treatise 
upon  the  Inhalation  of  Sulphuric  Ether;  and  thus  as  the  expounder  of  an 
American  discovery,  he  seems  to  bear  a  more  intimate  relation  to  us,  than 
most  of  our  European  brethren." 


Medical  Convention  of  Tennessee. A  medical  convention  was  held  at 
Nashville,  October  25th,  Dr.  John  Shelby  in  the  chair,  who  was  subse- 
quently elected  President.  Resoluions  were  passed,  approbatory  of  the 
transactions  and  recommendations  of  the  National  Medical  Convention,  at 
Philadelphia,  besides  some  other  business  of  a  local  character.  On  former 
occasions  the  medical  meetings  at  Nashville  have  been  eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  spirited  activity  in  the  despatch  of  whatever  was  brought 
to  notice.  It  may  have  been  so  on  this  occasion,  yet  there  was  less  of  that 
off-hand  display  of  energy,  which  was  really  amusing  in  some  of  the  by- 
gone reports.  If  a  member  were  absent,  there  was  a  word  and  a  blow ;  in 
other  words,  he  was  instantly  fined  two  dollars.  In  these  less  exciting  days 
of  peace  and  good  will  in  the  corps  medical,  the  members  are  more  promptly 
at  their  posts,  and  therefore  the  published  report  of  the  Tennessean  Con- 
vention is  bereft  of  half  its  former  interest.  However,  the  devotion  of  the 
physicians  of  that  State  to  the  onward  and  upward  march  of  all  who  claim 
relationship  to  the  great  brotherhood  to  which  they  belong,  and  of  which 
they  are  ornaments,  commands  the  respect  of  those  who  are  made  acquaint- 
ed with  it, 

Boylston  Medical  Society. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society, 
November  22d,  1847,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year 
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Luther  Parker,  Jr.,  M.D.,  President ;  James  W.  Stone,  M.D.,  1st  Vice 
President;  Daniel  D.  S lade,  2d  Vice  President ;  Z.  B.  Adams,  M.D., 
Treasurer;  James  C.  Neilson,  Secretary;  and  Edwin  Leigh,  Libra- 
rian. Drs.  John  Ware,  Geo.  Hayward,  Enoch  Hale,  Z.  B.  Adams,  G.  C. 
Shattuck,  Jr.,  John  Homans,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Trustees. 


New  York  State  Dental  Society. — (Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal.)  The  convention  recently  called  in  the  State  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  responded  to,  and  the  results — sixty- 
five  members  signed  the  constitution  on  the  first  evening,  and  fees  and  dues 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  $300  paid  in.  The  "  Society  "  promises  to  be  in 
favor  with  those  gentlemen  who  are  lovers  of  "  order  "  and  good  will. 


Proposed  Treatise  on  Typhoid  and  Typhus  Fever. — Our  friend  Dr. 
Sutton,  of  Georgetown,  Ky.,  as  we  learn,  has  it  in  contemplation  to  pub- 
lish a  historical  and  practical  treatise  on  these  fevers,  as  they  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  interior  of  this  State  ;  and,  especially,  in  Scott  and  the  ad- 
joining counties,  where  he  has  seen  and  treated  them,  and  to  some  extent 
observed  their  pathological  anatomy.  Dr.  Sutton  is  already  favorably 
knowrn  to  our  readers,  by  his  contributions  to  this  Journal.  We  cannot 
doubt  that  his  proposed  work  will  be  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  indi- 
genous literature,  and  hope  soon  to  hear  of  its  being  committed  to  the 
press. —  Western  Medical  Journal. 

Dr.  S.  is  also  a  contributor  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
and  is  well  qualified  for  the  preparation  of  a  work  like  the  above. 


University  of  Louisville. — The  classes  in  both  the  Law  and  Medical 
Departments  of  the  University  of  Louisville  are  larger  than  they  were 
last  winter.  The  annual  circular,  to  be  issued  the  first  of  January,  will 
exhibit  remarkable  prosperity  in  the  institution.  We  may  say,  in  one 
word,  that  the  spacious  rooms  in  the  Medical  College  are  full. — Ibid. 


To  Correspondents. — No.  5  on  the  "  Pathology  of  the  Teeth/'  Analysis  of  a  review  of 
Dr.  Green's  Work  on  Bronchitis,  and  a  letter  from  Dr.  Lugenbeel  on  the  Acclimating  Fever  in 
Africa,  have  been  received. 


Married— Dr.  William  A.  Shaw,  of  Wickford,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  M.  A.  Case. 


Dikd, — At  Washington,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Kerr,  formerly  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army. 
— In  New  York,  Dr.  F.  A.  Wainwright.  It  appears  that  some  days  ago  a  rattlesnake  was  given 
to  the  doctor,  and  about  G  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  he  was  showing  it  to  a  friend  ;  while 
in  the  act  of  returning  the  reptile  to  his  den,  it  stuck  its  fangs  into  the  doctor's  finger,  which  com- 
menced swelling  immediately.  Medical  aid  was  called  and  the  finger  amputated,  but  so  rapid  was 
the  progress  of  the  poison,  that  before  12  o'clock  death  had  done  its  work. — In  this  city,  9th  inst., 
of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  Dr.  A.  B.  Wheeler,  36 — writer  of  an  article  in  this  Journal  of  Nov. 
10th,  on  the  "  Treatment  of  the  Insane." 


^  Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  11th,  68.— Males.  38— females,  30. — 
Stillborn,  7.  Of  consumption,  15 — smallpox,  ? — inflammation  of  the  bowels.  1 — typhus  fever, 
10— scarlet  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  5 — croup,  6 — dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 
— disease  of  the  bowels,  5 — quinsy,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — infantile,  5 — hooping  cough,  2 — abscess, 
1 — intemperance,  1 — teething.  1 — pleurisy,  2 — cholera  infantum,  1 — suicide,  1 — delirium  tremens, 
1 — erysipelas,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1. 

Under  5  years,  27— between  5  and  20  years,  7— between  20  and  40  years,  24  —between  40 
and  60  years,  10— over  60  years,  0. 
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Medical  Lectures. — The  following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  lectures  will 
be  read  with  interest  by  both  professors  and  students.  They  are  from  Dr. 
O.  W.  Holmes's  Introductory  Lecture. 

"  The  power  of  lecturing  agreeably  depends  much  on  natural  graces  ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  are  subjects  which  not  all  the  art  in 
the  world  can  do  more  than  just  render  palatable.  There  are  long  tracts 
of  descriptive  anatomy,  for  instance,  which  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  mould 
into  eloquent  paragraphs,  without  doing  as  great  violence  to  the  subject  as 
Sponius,  who  turned  his  lessons  of  myology  into  a  carmen  heroicum. 
There  are  intrinsic  difficulties  in  the  task  of  the  lecturer,  whatever  may  be  his 
subject  or  capacity.  There  are  days,  for  instance,  I  appeal  to  every  expert 
in  this  art  and  mystery,  when  some  depressing  influence  takes  the  life  out 
of  one's  heart  and  the  words  away  from  his  lips,  as  there  are  others  when 
his  task  is  a  pleasure; — he  lies  at  the  mercy  of  fits  of  easy  and  of  difficult 
transmission,  controlled  by  subtle  influences  he  cannot  withstand.  The 
memory  sometimes  neglects  its  duty,  the  imagination  droops,  the  tongue 
will  not  perform  its  office,  and  as  from  an  untuned  instrument,  a  few  dis- 
cordant notes  are  all  that  can  be  obtained  instead  of  the  expected  harmony. 

"  A  long  course  of  lectures  tries  all  the  weaknesses  of  teachers  and  pu- 
pils. There  is  no  little  trick  of  the  one,  and  no  impatient  habit  of  the 
other,  which  will  not  show  itself  before  they  part  company.  The  teacher 
will  have  his  peculiar  phrases  which  soon  become  notorious  and  character- 
istic ;  his  gestures  and  movements  more  or  less  inelegant,  his  bodily  infir- 
mities, it  may  be,  which  he  cannot  disguise  in  broad  daylight  and  the  long 
hour.  He  will  get  the  wrong  word  for  the  right,  and  so  confuse  the  stu- 
dent of  slow  apprehension,  amidst  the  whispered  corrections  of  the  more 
intelligent;  he  will  fail  to  be  understood  when  he  thinks  he  has  been  clear- 
est, and  apologize  when  no  one  has  suspected  him  of  failure. 

"  The  student  will  have  his  hours  of  disgust  and  lassitude  ;  the  cramped 
muscles  will  sometimes  stretch  out  in  omnious  yawning,  or  some  favorable 
corner  will  invite  him  to  repose,  and  his  senses  will  dissolve  away  in  the 
sweetest  of  all  slumbers,  whose  lullaby  is  the  steady  flow  of  didactic  ex- 
patiation.  All  these  weaknesses  must  be  mutually  pardoned,  and  for  this 
.both  must  have  a  permanent  sense  of  the  true  relation  of  teacher  and  pu- 
pils, as  friends,  a  little  separated  in  years  and  in  some  points  of  knowledge, 
pursuing  a  common  end,  w7hich  one  sees  more  clearly  than  the  other,  and 
therefore  takes  the  lead  in  following,  but  which  both  see  imperfectly,  and 
which  neither  of  them  will  ever  completely  attain." 

Adulteration  of  Drugs. — Constantly  have  we  complaints  in  the  journals 
of  sophistications  of  many  of  the  most  important  articles  and  preparations 
of  the  materia  medica.  The  evil  has  now  become  so  crying,  that  the  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy  of  New  York  has  decided  on  petitioning  Congress 
to  pass  a  law,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  inspection  at  the  Custom 
House  of  imported  galenicals  and  chemicals,  and  the  confiscation  of  such  as 
are  not  approved  of"  In  this  petition  the  different  medical  schools  will 
doubtless  unite,  as  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  has  already  dorre.  We 
may  remark,  by  the  way,  that  we  have  recently  examined  a  specimen  of 
the* Pilula  Hydrargyria  prepared  by  steam  power  at  the  chemical  labora- 
tory of  Mr.  George  W.  Carpenter,  of  this  city,  which  may  be  depended  upon 
as  genuine.  It  is  made  in  the  same  manner  as  at  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
London,  and  the  mercury  is  completely  extinguished. — Philadelphia  Medi- 
cal Examiner. 
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THE  ACCLIMATING  FEVER,  OF  WESTERN  INTERTROPICAL  AFRICA- 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  beg  you  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  num- 
bers of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  which  you  kindly  sent  to  me; 
and,  in  compliance  with  your  polite  solicitation  in  the  note  which 
accompanied  them,  I  herewith  present  to  your  consideration,  a  few 
thoughts,  founded  on  my  observations  respecting  the  acclimating  fever 
of  western  intertropical  Africa.  Andr  by  way  of  introduction,  I  may 
remark,  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  you  a  finished  essay,  or  an  exact 
or  complete  treatise,  on  the  subject ;  from  the  fact,  that  it  will  not  ad- 
mit a  regular,  systematic  arrangement.  The  only  distinctive  appella- 
tion which  it  will  admit,  is  that  which  I  have  given  above ;  and  even 
that  is  not  altogether  unobjectionable.  The  opinion  which  is  generally 
entertained  respecting  it,  is  decidedly  erroneous  ;  that  is,  that  it  is  a  vio- 
lent fever,  almost  necessarily  fatal,  without  appropriate  remedial  means 
being  used — or,  in  common  parlance,  a  desperate  fever,  requiring  despe- 
rate treatment.  Now,  in  fact,  it  is  generally  the  reverse  of  this  ;  and 
the  fatality  which  sometimes  follows  it,  generally  depends  much  more 
on  the  mental  temperament,  and  physical  constitution,  of  patients,  than 
on  the  violence  of  the  fever.  It  may  properly  be  regarded  as  a  state  of 
the  physical  system,  induced  by  the  influence  of  this  climate,  associated 
with  local  accessory  influences ;  which  state  continues  to  exist,  until  the 
system  shall  have  undergone  a  sufficient  change,  to  become  sufficiently 
habituated  to  those  influences  to  resist  their  deleterious  effects.  And, 
as  might  very  reasonably  be  supposed,  the  length  of  time  which  will 
elapse,  before  the  system  shall  have  undergone  the  necessary  change  ; 
as  also  the  violence,  frequency  and  character  of  the  attacks ;  will  depend 
on  a  variety  of  circumstances — the  constitutional  peculiarities  of  indi- 
viduals, their  previous  habits  of  life,  their  present  situation,  with  respect 
to  location,  regimen,  comforts,  &c,  and,  by  no  means  the  least,  the  state 
of  the  mind,  with  respect  to  calmness  and  patience,  or  irritability  and 
disquietude,  together  with  other  imaginable  circumstances.  So  that,  the 
developments  of  the  disease — if,  indeed,  it  may  be  called  a  disease — 
are  exceedingly  various,  requiring  various  methods  of  treatment;  each 
method  to  be  adapted  to  the  individual  case,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire. Hence,  it  is  impossible  to  set  down  any  characteristic  marks  of 
"  the  fever,"  or  to  adopt  any  particular  mode  of  treatment. 
21 
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I  have  had  the  medical  supervision  of  the  cases  of  about  five  hundred 
new  comers,  during  my  residence  in  Africa  ;  and,  instead  of  pursuing  a 
systematic  course  of  treatment,  in  all  these  cases,  I  have  been  obliged  to  lay 
aside  all  plans,  and  to  modify  my  treatment,  in  such  a  manner,  as  necessa- 
rily to  discountenance  all  the  labored  theories  of  medical  writers,  relative  to 
the  diseases  of  tropical  climates.  The  great  leading  object  which  I  always 
have  in  view,  in  the  treatment  of  all  the  diseases  which  come  under 
my  observation,  in  this  country,  is  to  preserve  the  natural  strength  of  the 
patient,  as  much  as  possible — to  avoid  the  use  of  any  means,  by  which 
the  system  may  be  unnecessarily  debilitated.  Consequently  I  seldom 
use  very  active  purgatives,  scarcely  ever  resort  to  the  lancet ;  and,  con- 
sequently, I  use  very  little  wine,  brandy,  or  any  other  kind  of  stimulant, 
to  "  bring  the  patient  up,"  after  he  has  been  brought  down  by  debili- 
tating treatment  ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  my  patients  are  able  to  walk 
about  in  less  than  a  week,  after  an  attack  of  fever  which  at  first  ap- 
peared to  be  very  violent. 

The  majority  of  persons  from  the  United  States,  who  come  to  reside 
in  this  part  of  Africa,  have  some  development  of  fever,  in  some  form  or 
other,  within  the  first  two  months  after  their  arrival.  The  most  com- 
mon form,  perhaps,  of  the  first  attack,  is  that  which  some  medical  writers 
call  "  bilious  remitting  fever ;"  which  generally  yields  readily,  in  a  few 
days,  to  simple,  mild,  appropriate  treatment.  The  first  attack,  however, 
is  generally  followed,  sooner  or  later  (generally  within  four  weeks),  by  a 
second  similar,  or  nearly  similar,  attack  ;  or,  which  is  much  more  common, 
by  one  or  other  of  the  varieties  of  the  intermitting  form  of  fever  ;  and, 
to  this  latter  kind  of  fever,  the  individual  is,  more  or  less,  subject,  until 
his  system  shall  have  become  sufficiently  adapted  to  the  climate,  and 
to  the  local  influences  of  the  country,  to  resist  their  peculiar  effects. 
Not  unfrequently,  the  first  attack,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  ones,  assume 
the  intermitting  form  ;  in  most  cases,  however,  attended  with  considera- 
ble biliary  derangement.  The  fever  is  seldom  of  a  strictly  continued 
form,  seldom  inflammatory,  and  it  seldom  terminates  in  permanent  con- 
gestion of  any  organ.  The  congestive  or  inflammatory  form  is  perhaps 
never  exhibited  ;  except  in  cases  in  which  there  is  some  striking  consti- 
tutional peculiarity.  Bilious  vomiting  is  very  common,  in  both  the  re- 
miting  and  the  intermitting  form  ;  and,  very  often,  gastric  irritability  is 
difficult  to  be  overcome  or  subdued.  Temporary  delirium  is  sometimes 
present  during  high  febrile  exacerbation  ;  but  it  usually  subsides,  with  the 
remission  or  intermission  of  fever. 

Some  persons,  in  passing  through  the  physical  change  or  process  of  ac- 
climation, have  so  little  fever  that  they  do  not  require  medical  treatment 
at  all.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  persons  could  pass  safely 
through  the  acclimating  process,  without  the  necessity  of  taking  a  grain 
of  medicine,  if  they  could  or  would  exercise  the  necessary  precautions, 
in  the  preservation  of  their  health.  In  some  cases  the  physical  system 
becomes  sufficiently  adapted  to  this  climate,  to  resist  the  surrounding 
deleterious  influences,  in  three  or  four  months;  in  other  cases  a  year, 
or  more,  elapses  before  this  desirable  point  is  reached  ;  and,  in  some 
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cases,  the  system  and  the  climate  seem  to  be  at  variance,  for  several 
years.  In  regard  to  my  own  case,  I  may  remark,  that,  since  my  return 
to  Africa,  in  January  last,  after  having  previously  spent  two  years  and 
a  half  in  this  country,  I  have  had  several  attacks  of  fever ;  none  of 
which,  however,  were  sufficiently  violent  to  compel  me  to  keep  in  bed, 
during  the  day  ;  and  yet  they  have  been  sufficiently  active  and  frequent 
to  satisfy  me  that  I  have  not  yet  become  acclimated. 

In  the  course  of  my  observations  in  the  treatment  of  the  acclimating 
fever,  I  have  frequently  noticed,  that  persons  who  had  previously  suffer- 
ed from  local  inflammatory  affections,  are  extremely  liable  to  have  a  re- 
currence of  some  or  all  of  the  symptoms  of  the  old  disorder  ;  in  conse- 
quence, I  presume,  of  the  previously  inflamed  organ  or  tissue  being  the 
"weak  point"  in  the  system.  In  some  cases,  also,  persons  who  might 
have  enjoyed  tolerable  health,  in  the  United  States,  die  very  soon  after 
their  arrival  in  this  country  ;  in  consequence  of  the  physical  system  not 
being  sufficiently  vigorous  to  undergo  the  necessary  change,  in  order  to 
become  adapted  to  this  climate.  Hence  the  impropriety  of  persons 
coining  to  reside  in  this  country,  whose  constitutions  have  become  much 
impaired  by  previous  disease,  by  intemperance,  or  otherwise.  Hence, 
also,  the  necessity  of  missionary  associations  being  more  careful,  in  re- 
gard to  the  physical  as  wrell  as  moral  qualifications  of  those  persons 
who  offer  themselves  as  missionaries  to  Africa. 

To  give  you  a  clearer  idea  of  the  character  of  the  acclimating  fever, 
and  of  the  method  of  treatment,  which  I  sometimes,  though  not  inva- 
riably, pursue,  I  will  briefly  allude  to  one  case — the  last  which  has  come 
under  my  observation.  On  Thursday  evening,  the  22d  ultimo,  I  first  saw 
the  patient — a  white  female  missionary,  at  Millsburg.  She  had  resided 
in  Africa  six  months  and  a  half,  without  having  experienced  a  regular 
attack  of  fever.  She  had  been  occasionally  slightly  indisposed  ;  but  not 
sufficiently  so,  to  confine  her  to  her  bed.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  she 
was  so  unwell  as  to  be  obliged  to  refrain  from  engaging  in  the  perform- 
ance of  her  accustomed  labors  ;  and,  during  the  ensuing  night,  she  had 
considerable  fever,  which  remitted  slightly  during  the  forenoon  of  the  suc- 
ceeding day  ;  but  increased  in  the  afternoon.  I  found  her  with  high 
fever,  violent  headache  and  considerable  nausea.  I  prepared  four  pow- 
ders, each  containing  about  two  grains  of  calomel,  four  grains  pulv.  anti- 
monialis,  and  one  eighth  of  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  ;  which  pow- 
ders I  directed  to  be  given  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  The  fever  con- 
tinued pretty  active  during  the  night.  On  Friday  morning  I  directed 
half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil.  There  was  a  remission  of  the  fever  during 
the  forenoon  ;  but  some  increase  towards  evening.  During  the  after- 
noon I  gave  two  drachm-doses  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  ;  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, a  teaspoon ful  of  paregoric,  to  check  the  too  frequent  operation  of  the 
oil,  and  also  to  produce  a  sedative  effect.  She  had  a  more  comforta- 
ble night  than  the  preceding ;  and  on  Saturday  morning  I  thought  the 
fever  had  abated  sufficiently  to  allow  the  administration  of  quinine — the 
remedium  magnum,  in  the  fevers  of  this  country.  Accordingly  I  gave 
two  doses  of  this  article  (about  two  grains  each),  in  the  forenoon  ;  but, 
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in  consequence  of  increase  of  fever,  I  desisted  from  its  further  use  dur- 
ing that  day  ;  gave  three  doses  of  spt.  nitre,  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening.  On  Sunday  morning  I  found  my  patient  free  from  fever, 
after  a  comfortable  night — gave  four  two-grain  doses  of  quinine  during 
the  day.  On  Monday,  no  fever — gave  three  doses  of  quinine.  On 
Tuesday  morning  I  found  her  sitting  up,  decidedly  convalescent.  Gave 
no  more  medicine  of  any  kind.  In  a  few  days  after,  she  was  able  to 
leave  her  room.  Her  diet,  during  her  sickness,  was  arrowroot,  table  tea 
and  toast  bread,  and  gruel — her  drink,  toast  water.  She  did  not,  how- 
ever, regain  her  strength  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  engage  regularly  in 
her  labors  of  teaching,  before  she  experienced  a  second  attack  ;  which  was 
intermittent,  and  which  yielded  readily,  in  a  few  days,  to  appropriate 
treatment.  On  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  she  had  an  ague,  followed  by 
high  febrile  re-action.  I  saw  her  again,  Tuesday  afternoon — gave  a 
powder  at  night,  composed  of  about  three  grains  of  calomel,  five  grains 
pulv.  antimonialis,  and  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia.  She 
had  a  very  comfortable  night.  Took  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil  Wed- 
nesday morning  ;  had  a  slight  chill,  in  the  forenoon,  followed  by  mode- 
rate fever.  Took  two  or  three  doses  of  spt.  nitre,  during  the  afternoon 
and  evening.  Was  free  from  fever,  Thursday  morning.  Took  four 
three-grain  doses  of  quinine  during  the  day — three  doses  on  Friday — two 
on  Saturday — and  one  on  Sunday.  Took  half  a  tablespoon ful  of  cas- 
tor oil  on  Monday.  No  other  medicine  given.  I  left  her  the  following 
Thursday  morning ;  at  which  time,  she  told  me  that  she  felt  better  than 
she  had  at  any  time  since  previous  to  her  first  attack. 

You  must  not  suppose  that  either  of  the  medicinal  articles,  given  in 
this  case,  is  a  hobby  with  me.  I  have  no  hobby.  I  use  calomel  much 
more  sparingly  than  it  is  usually  used  in  the  United  States  ;  but  1  am 
obliged  to  use  it  in  the  majority  of  cases.  I  do  not  generally  use  mor- 
phine so  freely  as  in  the  case  above  cited  ;  and  sometimes  I  give  quinine 
more  freely.  But,  my  sheet  is  full.  More  anon,  if  circumstances  will 
admit.  Yours  truly,       J.  W.  Lugenbeel. 

Monrovia,  Liberia,  Western  Africa,  August  20th,  1847. 


DR.  GREEN'S  WORK  ON  BRONCHITIS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  bronchitic  war,  so  bravely  waged  in  your  Journal,  has  not 
left  your  readers  ignorant  of  the  claims  of  Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New 
York,  as  a  successful  cultivator  of  the  medical  art,  and  the  author  of  a 
new  and  useful  practical  resource  in  laryngeal  and  pulmonary  diseases. 

These  claims  have  been  furiously  contested  in  this  country,  both  in 
your  own  Journal  and  in  a  periodical  in  this  city.  In  your  own  pages 
an  author  of  considerable  efficiency  has  vindicated  the  cause  of  Dr. 
Green,  and  whatever  injustice  was  done  that  gentleman  by  his  New 
York  assailant,  has  been  fully  atoned  for  in  the  Boston  reply. 

But  Dr.  Green  has  not  been  without  friends  at  home.   The  New  York 
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Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences  has  espoused  his  cause  in  a 
decided  and  independent  manner.  Another  Journal,  the  New  York 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  has  also  distinguished  itself  by  its  fear- 
less and  repeated  vindication  of  the  work  of  Dr.  Green.  The  late  la- 
mented Professor  Revere,  as  well  as  his  distinguished  colleague,  Dr. 
Mott,  have  both  publicly  applauded  the  work. 

The  war  of  words  to  which  Dr.  Green's  book  gave  rise,  having  now 
spent  its  rage  at  home,  it  is  natural  for  those  who  have  taken  an  interest 
in  the  dispute,  to  remark  the  effect  which  it  has  produced  abroad.  His 
friends  cannot  but  be  gratified  with  the  notice  his  labors  have  obtained 
from  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review.  An  analysis,  in  the 
October  number,  extending  through  twenty-four  pages,  presents  a  re- 
view of  the  book  in  question,  and  lays  the  very  original  ideas  of  the 
American  author  before  the  profession  in  Great  Britain  in  a  manner  no 
less  useful  to  them  than  complimentary  to  his  genius  and  industry.  And 
of  these,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  reflected  no  mean  lustre  on 
his  country,  and  have  added  no  insignificant  resource  to  his  profession, 
and  that,  too,  in  respect  to  a  disease  more  than  any  other  its  hitherto 
just  opprobrium. 

The  British  Review  adopts,  unreservedly,  the  pathological  principles 
of  Dr.  Green,  and  exhibits  a  candor  and  liberality  to  which  the  ribald 
tone  of  his  assailants  at  home,  as  exemplified  by  "  Medicus,  alias  Dr. 
Reese,"  in  your  own  paper,  furnishes  a  foil  to  display  the  jewel  of  its 
own  candid  and  intelligent  spirit. 

The  following  quotations  give  the  Reviewer's  authority  in  support 
of  the  application  of  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic  to  the  larynx  and  pha- 
rynx, in  conjunction  with  other  appropriate  treatment,  even  in  cases  of 
real  and  hopeless  tuberculous  disease.  The  benefit  is  most  obvious  even 
where  recovery  is  impossible ;  and  of  invaluable  service,  especially 
where  extreme  soreness  is  complained  of,  in  the  last  stages  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  The  writer  of  these  remarks  bears  his  willing  testimony 
to  the  great  value  of  these  cauterizations  in  the  case  alluded  to,  in 
which  he  has  seen  the  most  decided  benefit  follow  the  application,  in  re- 
lieving excruciating  suffering,  and  rendering  the  last  hours  of  life  com- 
paratively comfortable. 

"  Dr.  Green  details  an  interesting  case  of  phthisis,  in  which  the  treat- 
ment was  singularly  successful  in  mitigating  the  disease.  Cauterization 
of  the  fauces,  glottis,  and  cavity  of  the  larynx,  was  continued  every 
day,  or  each  alternate  day,  for  several  weeks  ;  counter-irritation  over  the 
superior  portion  of  the  spinal  column  was  kept  up,  and  along  with  the 
alterative  remedies,  prescribed  at  the  commencement  of  the  treatment, 
the  patient  was  put  upon  the  use  of  general  tonics.  Under  this  plan 
of  treatment  the  improvement  of  his  health  was  marked  and  rapid.  He 
was  able  to  swallow  solid  food  without  pain  or  inconvenience,  his  strength 
increased,  his  voice  was  improved,  he  had  regained  several  pounds  of 
flesh,  whilst  every  evidence  of  ulceration  of  the  throat  had  disappeared  ; 
and  all  this  mitigation  of  the  disease  took  place  notwithstanding  the 
symptoms  which  have  been  enumerated,  in  connection  with  the  morbid 
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physical  signs  which  auscultation  revealed,  indicated  the  presence  of  ex- 
tensive tuberculous  disease  of  the  lungs.  The  latter  increasing,  he  died 
of  pulmonary  phthisis." — (British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  p.  491.) 

We  will  introduce  the  Reviewer's  remarks  on  the  pathology  which 
Dr.  Green  teaches,  simply  adding  our  own  opinion,  long  since  formed 
and  acted  on  in  practice.  "  It  is,  that  the  diseased  secretion  from  the 
large  follicles  of  the  tonsils  possesses  an  acrid  and  irritating  quality,  and 
thus  *  '*  *  the  disease  is  extended  to  adjoining  follicles  in  the  mu- 
cous membrane."  A  more  important  and  original  suggestion  is  not  con- 
tained in  the  whole  work.  A  mere  operator  in  surgery,  who  removes 
tonsi/s  for  size  and  hardness  only,  cannot  understand  a  doctrine  like  this, 
and  he  would  see  patient  after  patient  perish  from  this  cause  without 
removing  it,  because  the  tonsil,  however  diseased,  and  the  source  of 
disease,  has  not  obtained  a  certain  magnitude,  sufficient  in  bis  judg- 
ment to  render  its  removal  necessary.  Now  while  the  small  follicles 
can  be  cured  by  simple  applications  of  caustic  in  solution  to  their  surfaces, 
it  is  found  in  practice  to  be  impossible  to  cure  a  thoroughly  diseased 
tonsil  of  the  morbid  condition  of  its  large  cells.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane passing  into  them  cannot  be  reached  by  the  solution,  and  the  rest 
of  the  mucous  surface,  however  relieved,  again  relapses  into  disease,  the 
more  inveterate  from  its  being  a  relapse.  The  tonsil,  then,  is  often  the 
very  point  from  which  the  whole  disorder  arises,  and  its  excision  is 
essential  to  the  cure. 

Let  it  be  observed  how  entirely  the  British  reviewer  accredits  this  in- 
telligent and  original  pathology  and  practice. 

"  It  is  of  importance  to  remember  *  *  that  the  disease  "  (viz., 
follicular  disease  of  the  larynx  and  fauces)  "  will  commence  and  be- 
come inveterate  without  any  symptom  whatever  being  referred  to  the 
throat.  The  patient  will  express  himself  as  having  never  experienced 
any  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the  throat  or  larynx,  and  is  surprised  that  such 
particular  reference  should  be  made  to  the  condition  of  the  throat,  in- 
asmuch as  the  seat  of  irritation  as  felt  by  himself  is  at  the  root  of  the 
neck,  about  the  point  corresponding  to  the  bifurcation  of  the  bronchi." 
— (British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  p,  486.) 

Here,  too,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  tone  and  expressions  of  the 
Reviewer  give  the  fullest  evidence  of  his  approbation  of  attempting  the 
cure  even  where  tubercles  are  suspected. 

The  pitiful  and  futile  attempts,  which  your  own  pages  witness,  to 
attaint  Dr.  Green  of  the  crime  of  plagiarism  in  appropriating  Trousseau 
h  Belloc's  treatment,  have  been  sufficiently  exposed  in  the  many  able 
articles  which  have  appeared  in  this  country  in  his  defence.  It  is  well 
known  that  one,  at  least,  of  the  writers  in  question  never  heard  of  the 
work  of  these  French  authors  until  Dr.  Green's  reference  to  and  quo- 
tation from  it,  gave  the  first  information  on  the  subject.  But  it  is  sat- 
isfactory to  observe  how  the  "  discovery  "  of  Dr.  Green  is  received 
abroad,  and  in  what  manner  it  is  greeted  by  those  who  are  qualified 
to  speak,  and  who  are  removed,  as  well  hy  their  position,  as  by  the 
nobleness  of  their  nature,  from  the  littleness  of  motive  and  principle 
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which  actuates  those  at  home  who  would  traduce  and  persecute  a  man 
for  his  good  deeds.  What  more  strongly  shows  the  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  than  that  searching  question  once  hurled,  like  the  destroy- 
ing bolt  of  Heaven,  on  the  hearts  of  his  enemies  by  him  who  "  knew 
v/hat  was  in  man  "  ?  "  For  which  of  my  good  works  do  ye  stone  me  ?" 
It  is  true  that  a  man  may  do  nothing  but  make  mistakes  and  lead  a 
squalid  life  of  professional  dullness,  and  then  call  in  certain  other  men 
in  consultation,  and  he  will  never  be  harmed  by  persecution  ;  but  let 
him  dare  to  do  a  good  thing,  an  original  thing,  a  useful  thing,  and 
the  stones  will  fly  in  New  York  as  vigorously  as  ever  they  did  in 
Jerusalem. 

Speaking  of  "  the  complication  of  follicular  disease  with  phthisis  pul- 
monalis,"  the  remark  is  made  boldly  and  truly,  "  its  cure  ought  therefore 
to  be  attempted." — (British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  p.  491.) 

This  is  an  important  advance  in  treating  laryngeal  and  pulmonary 
complaints  ;  for  so  long  as  the  practitioner  is  taught  to  do  nothing,  the 
result  will  be  that  nothing  will  be  done,  and  the  unfavorable  prognosis 
of  the  learned  physician  will  certainly  be  confirmed  by  the  final  result. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  attempt  to  cure  in  these  discouraging  circum- 
stances is  creditable,  and  the  experience  of  those  who  have  attempted 
it  intelligently,  both  here  at  home,  and  in  England,  has  been  found 
to  be  more  encouraging  than  we  formerly  were  led  to  suppose  ;  while  in 
no  case  will  injury  result  from  the  attempt,  if  even  it  should  not  be 
successful. 

While  at  home  Dr.  Green's  opponents  have  charged  him  with  having 
taken  the  credit  from  Trousseau  &  Belloc,  and  thus  been  guilty  of  pla- 
giarism, this  more  just  writer  remarks,  that  "  Trousseau  &  Belloc  are 
supposed  by  Dr.  Green  to  have  been  the  first  to  prescribe  and  employ 
topical  medication  in  chronic  laryngeal  disease." — British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  p.  497.) 

This  sufficiently  displays  the  profligacy  of  his  accusers,  and  defies 
comment. 

This  position  of  the  author  is,  however,  combated  by  reference  to  a 
fact  of  great  interest  and  undoubted  authority,  that  Sir  Charles  Bell 
adopted  the  same  practice  in  such  a  case,  which  stands  recorded  in  his 
"Surgical  Observations,"  London,  1816.  Mr.  Vance,  too,  is  proved  to 
have  used  the  same  practice.  These  cases  are  adduced  in  confirmation 
of  Dr.  Green's  practice,  of  which  the  Reviewer,  as  generously  as  justly, 
says,  "  the  whole  subject  is  undoubtedly  his  own." — (p.  500.) 

By  this  brief  notice  of  the  article  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical 
Review,  it  is  only  intended  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the 
Review  itself,  and  to  defend  the  fame  of  an  abused  and  deserving  physi- 
cian, from  aspersions  as  unfounded  and  audacious  as  can  possibly  be 
conceived. 

The  concluding  summary  of  the  value  of  the  work  is  satisfactory 
and  correct. 

"  Having  thus  given  an  ample  analysis  of  Dr.  Green's  work,  it  remains 
for  us  to  propound  briefly  a  critical  estimate  of  its  value.    We  think 
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that  the  author  has  not  only  made  a  most  valuable  addition  to  practical 
or  empirical  medicine,  but  that  the  results  of  his  method  of  treatment 
will  lead  to  important  changes  in  the  prophylaxis  and  cure  of  pulmonary 
phthisis.  It  would  appear,  from  various  testifying  documents,  which  the 
author  has  collected  together  in  an  Appendix,  that  his  statements  as  to 
the  practicability  and  safety  of  topical  medication  in  laryngeal  disease 
was  met  by  some  of  his  countrymen  by  a  sneering  incredulity.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  part  of  the  question  is  set  entirely 
at  rest :  nor  does  the  previous  publication  of  the  methods  used  by  Bell, 
Vance,  and  Trousseau  h  Belloc,  detract  at  all  from  the  merit  due  to 
Dr.  Green,  for  his  persevering  and  successful  attempts  to  render  the 
treatment  of  some  forms  of  pulmonary  disease  more  effectual  and  cer- 
tain. We  have  adopted  this  method  of  treatment,  recommended  by 
him,  and  can  corroborate  his  statements  as  to  its  great  value.  Cases  of 
pulmonary  affection  have  in  our  hands  been  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
termination,  which  we  are  quite  sure,  under  the  treatment  ordinarily 
adopted,  would  have  terminated  fatally  ;  and  we  remember  individuals, 
whose  cases  terminated  fatally,  who  (we  feel  equally  certain)  need  not 
have  died,  at  least  of  that  disease  which  cut  them  off.  This  much  is 
due  to  Dr.  Green. 

"  With  regard  to  the  influence  of  Dr.  Green's  views,  on  the  prophy- 
laxis and  cure  of  pulmonary  phthisis  and  chronic  bronchitis,  we  would 
observe  that  their  merit,  in  this  respect,  is  that  of  being  suggestive.  It 
is  of  importance  to  know  more  precisely  what  agents  determine  the  de- 
posit of  tubercular  matter  in  the  lungs  ;  or,  when  deposited,  what  agents 
call  the  latent  morbific  deposit  into  activity.  The  lungs  and  thorax  may 
be  considered  as  analogous  to  certain  hollow  viscera ;  as  the  bladder, 
rectum,  uterus,  &c.  We  know  that  in  these  there  is  a  point  of  the 
mucous  membrane  at  the  entrance  into  the  cavity  which  is  endowed  with 
special  sensitive  power,  and  the  stimulation  of  which  excites  expulsive 
efforts.  The  laryngopharyngeal  membrane  is  endowed  with  this  peculiar 
sensibility,  and  as  covering  the  inlet  into  the  stomach  and  lungs  is  sub- 
servient to  the  expulsive  efforts  of  retching,  vomiting  and  coughing  ; 
and  these  efforts  must  be  considered  as  analogous  to  tenesmus  and  dysti- 
ria  in  dysentery  and  calculus  vesicae." — (pp.  504-5.) 

A  critic  must  always  find  something  to  censure,  and  it  is  unfortunate 
and  undoubtedly  the  result  of  carelessness  in  correcting  the  proofs,  as  the 
Reviewer  suggests,  that  several  prescriptions  are  lamentably  deficient  in 
correctness.  The  rest  of  the  work,  however,  clearly  vindicates  our  au- 
thor's fame  as  an  accomplished  writer  as  well  as  a  sound  medical  rea- 
soner  and  a  bold  and  successful  "  discoverer "  in  a  most  important  de- 
partment of  the  art  of  healing. 

Let  us  hope  that  another  edition  may  be  carefully  revised  and  pre- 
sented to  the  world  in  a  form  as  creditable  as  the  substance  is  invaluable 
and  imperishable.  Justus. 

New  York,  Dec.  8th,  1847. 
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APPLICATION    OF    THE    NITRATE    OF  SILVER.  TO  THE  LARYNX 

IN  CROUP. 

Read  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  by  Charles  E.  Ware,  M.D., 
and  communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  very  great  mortality  which  attends  membranous  croup,  makes 
every  case  of  recovery  interesting,  and  the  treatment,  when  it  has  been 
consistent  and  efficient,  instructive.  Although  we  frequently  hear  well- 
informed  practitioners  talk  flippantly  of  their  success  in  the  manage- 
ment of  croup,  yet  every  one  who  is  in  the  habit  of  discriminating  be- 
tween the  two  forms  of  the  disease,  knows  with  what  a  sinking  heart 
and  faltering  hand  he  undertakes  the  treatment  of  the  one,  and  with 
what  comparative  confidence  he  deals  with  the  other. 

Within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  the  system  of  steaming  by  the  inhala- 
tion of  hot  vapors  of  herbs  of  various  kinds,  has  been  tried  pretty  ex- 
tensively in  this  neighborhood,  and  I  should  think,  from  the  number  of 
successful  cases  reported  before  this  Society,  with  encouraging  success. 
One  great  and  most  serious  objection,  however,  to  this  treatment,  sup- 
posing its  value  established,  is  in  many  cases  the  impossibility,  and  in 
all  the  extreme  difficulty,  of  applying  the  remedy  effectually,  with  any 
apparatus  which  has  yet  been  devised,  and  ingenuity  in  and  out  of  the 
profession  has  not  been  idle  in  contriving.  This  ubstacle  in  the  way 
of  the  treatment  which  would  seem  to  present  the  most  promise,  together 
with  some  apparent  success  in  the  applications  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to 
acute  inflammation  of  the  tonsils  both  in  children  and  adults,  and  the 
facility  witli  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  applied  to  the  larynx 
with  but  trifling  irritation  in  the  adult,  led  me  lately  to  try  the  applica- 
tion of  it  to  the  larynx  of  a  child  5  years  old,  laboring  under  unequi- 
vocal membranous  croup. 

I  was  called  to  this  patient,  a  boy  5  years  old,  Saturday,  November 
20th.  The  mother  said  that  he  began  to  breathe  hard  just  a  week 
previous,  but  as  he  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  spasmodic  croup,  in 
several  of  which  I  had  attended  him,  and  usually  found  ready  relief,  she 
felt  no  great  anxiety,  especially  as  there  was  less  constitutional  affec- 
tion than  he  had  had  in  ibrmer  attacks.  His  tonsils,  also,  had  been  for 
a  year  or  more  somewhat  enlarged,  and  often  gave  a  huskiness  to  his 
respiration  and  voice.  On  Tuesday  he  began  to  cough,  and  evinced 
other  signs  of  a  cold.  These  symptoms  continued,  he  playing  about, 
and  having  appetite,  without  anything  very  characteristic,  till  Friday 
afternoon,  when  the  cough  began  to  have  a  ringing  tone,  and  the  respi- 
ration to  be  very  labored.  I  was  not  called  to  him  till  the  next  after- 
noon. Then  there  was  the  characteristic  breathing  of  croup  well  mark- 
ed. It  had  become  sufficiently  distressing  to  occasion  great  restlessness 
and  jactitation,  but  was  not  accompanied  by  much  febrile  excitement, 
nor,  as  yet,  prostration.  The  general  expression  of  the  child  was  good.  On 
examining  the  fauces,  they  appeared  red,  and  the  tonsils  presented  dis- 
tinct patches  of  lymph.  On  the  backs  there  was  an  almost  entire  ab- 
sence of  respiratory  sound,  and  no  rales  whatsoever.  The  breathing 
and  cough  were  both  dry,  with  very  little  rale  in  the  trachea. 
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He  was  ordered  strong  mercurial  ointment  and  a  fomentation  to 
neck,  and  pills  of  Dover's  powder  and  blue  pill  once  in  four  hours,  and 
a  syrup  with  opium  and  ipecac,  at  intervals  between.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  opium  he  got  more  sleep  than  during  the  previous  twenty- 
four  hours,  but  in  the  morning  was  no  better,  nor  essentially  different. 

I  now  commenced  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  la- 
rynx, using  a  solution  of  the  strength  of  a  drachm  to  the  ounce,  and 
applying  it  with  one  of  Dr.  Green's  whale-bone  staffs.  I  applied  it 
twice  in  the  course  of  the  first  day.  The  child  the  first  time  resisted 
violently,  and  I  was  obliged  to  use  much  force.  But  after  having  been 
persuaded  once  to  submit  quietly,  the  operation  occasioned  so  little  irrita- 
tion that  he  never  afterwards  made  the  least  objection  to  it,  but  allowed 
me  to  perform  it  as  effectually  as  I  could  have  done  upon  a  grown 
person.  The  first  applications  were  followed  by  so  much  excitement 
that  it  was  difficult  to  see  what,  was  the  immediate  effect.  But  after- 
wards, when  he  was  more  tranquil  during  the  operation,  it  was  obvious 
that  it  produced  an  increased  dryness  of  the  cough  and  respiration, 
without  immediate  relief  or  aggravation  of  the  labor  in  breathing.  In 
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the  course  of  the  day  he  raised  twice  considerable  pieces  of  false  mem- 
brane, very  well  marked,  and  stained  with  blood,  together  with  a  great 
deal  of  very  thick,  tenacious  mucus,  which  was  also  occasionally  stained 
with  blood.  After  the  discharge  of  the  false  membrane,  the  breathing 
became  much  easier,  and  was  never  again  as  labored  as  it  had  been  before. 

The  next  day,  Monday,  the  respiration,  although  improved,  was  still 
very  laborious.  There  was  yet  great  deficiency  of  respiratory  sound 
in  the  backs,  and  absence  of  rales.  After  the  application  of  the  caus- 
tic, which  was  applied  twice  this  day,  the  fauces  appeared  red,  but  there 
was  no  lymph  visible.  From  this  time  the  amendment,  although  slight, 
from  day  to  day,  was  constant,  till  Friday,  the  26th.  No  lymph  was 
seen  upon  the  tonsils.  The  caustic  was  applied  once  a-day.  Friday 
night,  the  breathing  was  more  labored  than  the  night  before,  and  Satur- 
day morning  I  again  saw  lymph  on  the  tonsils.  Through  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  however,  he  continued  to  improve,  and  Sunday  evening  uttered 
the  first  loud  word  which  he  had  been  able  to  speak  since  I  had  seen 
him.  The  caustic  was  now  omitted,  as  well  as  all  his  medicines.  His 
appetite,  which  had  never  entirely  disappeared,  became  more  urgent,  and 
he  was  allowed  to  eat  freely.  Indeed  his  diet  had  been  liberal  through- 
out. The  respiratory  sound  gradually  returned  to  the  backs,  but  con- 
tinued, as  it  had  done  throughout,  free  from  rales.  The  voice  continues 
to  improve,  but  still  retains  a  huskiness.  The  caustic  was  applied 
twice  the  two  first  days  ;  afterwards  but  once  a-day,  the  sponge  never 
being  introduced  more  than  once  at  the  same  visit. 

This  is  a  case  of  croup  in  which  the  disease  was  obviously  limited  to 
the  trachea,  if  not  to  the  larynx,  and  in  this  respect  was  as  favorable 
for  the  application  of  the  peculiar  ireatment  as  it  could  be.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  from  my  own  observation,  the  disease  extends  more  or 
less  into  the  lungs.  Of  five  post-mortems  which  I  have  made,  in  one  case 
disease  was  limited  to  the  larynx  and  upper  part  of  the  trachea.  In 
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the  other  four  it  extended  far  into  the  lungs,  in  one  producing  chronic 
pneumonia,  of  which  the  child  died  after  recovering  from  the  croup.  In 
such  cases  one  would  not  expect  much  from  the  treatment,  since  the 
application  could  only  be  made  over  a  very  small  extent  of  the  diseased 
surface.  It  is  as  yet,  however,  not  very  well  understood  precisely  where 
the  obstruction  takes  place,  which  occasions  the  death  in  croup.  It  is 
probable  that  it  varies  greatly  in  different  cases.  I  have  seen  once  or 
twice,  in  post-mortem  examinations,  the  trachea  and  larynx  so  thinly 
coated,  and  to  such  a  limited  extent,  that  it  seemed  impossible  that  it 
should  not  have  been  sufficiently  free  for  respiration,  while  the  large 
bronchi  of  the  lungs  on  both  sides  were  almost  entirely  obstructed  by 
thick  tenacious  mucus.  In  such  cases  the  source  of  death  is  probably 
obstruction  of  the  bronchi.  But  from  the  great  relief  which  is  almost 
always  given  by  the  rejection  of  pieces  of  false  membrane,  and  from 
the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  (indeed,  since  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  point,  I  think  there  are  few  cases  occur  in  which  it  is  not 
observed),  it  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  death  is  generally  in  the  tra- 
chea, and  most  frequently  at  the  upper  part,  or  in  the  larynx.  The 
latter  fact  would  be  indicated  by  the  almost  universal,  if  not  universal, 
temporary  relief  which  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  gives  in  these  cases. 
If  this  part,  then,  could  be  kept  free,  the  chances  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased of  the  child's  being  able  to  struggle  against  the  disease. 

The  cases  in  which  I  have  applied  the  nitrate,  or  seen  it  applied,  to 
inflammatory  affections  of  patients  in  which  there  was  a  tendency 
to  this  deposit  upon  the  mucous  membrane,  have  been  as  yet  few,  but  it 
has  certainly  appeared  that  the  application  had  much  efficiency  in 
keeping  the  membrane  clear. 

This  is  one  case  of  recovery.  My  own  observation  would  furnish 
nothing  more  in  favor  of  any  other  treatment.  Of  fourteen  cases  of 
croup  which  I  have  either  attended  myself  or  seen  during  their  course, 
four  have  recovered.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  recovery,  there  was  no 
treatment.  The  child  was  so  violent  that  nothing  could  be  done.  The 
disease  was  left  literally  to  its  natural  course.  In  the  second  case  the 
treatment  was  essentially  opiate.  In  the  third  case,  the  steaming  was 
applied  more  efficiently  than  I  have  ever  seen  it  in  any  other  case. 
The  fourth  case  was  the  present.  An  interesting  point  in  this  case  was 
the  speedy  recovery  of  the  voice.  The  child  spoke  loud  at  the  end  of 
a  week  after  the  treatment  commenced.  In  all  other  cases  of  recovery 
which  I  have  known,  the  absence  of  voice  has  continued  for  many 
weeks  ;  five  or  six  has,  I  think,  been  the  shortest  limit. 

The  case  is  valuable,  also,  as  showing  that  a  sponge  saturated  with  so 
strong  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  can  be  introduced  into  the  larynx  of 
a  child  not  only  with  safety,  but,  after  the  first  application,  with  so  little 
inconvenience.* 

Boston,  Dec.  16,  1847. 


*  Since  reading  the  above  case,  an  article  by  Dr.  Blakeman,  of  New  York,  in  the  American  Quar- 
terly Retrospect,  has  been  pointed  out  to  me,  according  to  which  he  has  employed  this  same 
treatment  with  success. 
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NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH  — NO.  V. 
By  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  N.  York. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 

The  fourth  group  of  teeth  in  this  classification  embraces  those  teeth  of 
transparent  white,  or  rather  of  the  clear  opacity  of  the  alabaster,  and  the 
blue  white  pearly  teeth,  sometimes  with  translucent  cutting  edges,  which 
decidedly  denote  the  sero-lymphatic  temperament,  strumous,  scorbutic  or 
tubercular  diathesis.  The  observations  applied  to  the  preceding  groups 
are  emphatically  applicable  to  this  class  of  teeth,  with  this  difference, 
that  in  these  teeth,  gelatine  or  animal  matter  predominates  over  the 
limy  constituents  of  the  bone,  and  the  density  of  the  bone,  as  also  the 
enamel  of  these  groups,  bear  about  the  same  relative  proportion  to  the 
two  first  classes,  as  the  soft  light  alabaster  does  to  the  heavy  obdurate 
marble.  These  teeth  are  those  "pearly  gems"  of  which  poets  sing, 
lovers  eulogize,  and  all  covet  as  being  the  beau  ideal  of  all  that  is 
beautiful,  perfect  and  unique,  just  as  small  waists,  tortured  into  de- 
formity, are  lauded  by  modern  fashion  in  preference  to  the  classical  out- 
lines of  nature.  These  teeth  are  similar  in  their  constituents  and  struc- 
ture to  the  deciduous  teeth.  An  interesting  microscopic  experiment  re- 
cently published  by  Dr.  Flagg,  of  Philadelphia,  beautifully  illustrates 
the  difference  of  structure  of  the  deciduous  and  adult  teeth.  They  are 
easily  acted  upon  and  as  readily  destroyed  ;  the  mere  affection  of  the 
enamel  renders  them  painful,  and  the  exposure  of  the  bone  gives  all 
the  distress  of  the  toothache. 

If  any  class  of  teeth  be  peculiarly  subject  to  internal  disease  of  their  sub- 
stance it  is  this  class — not,  as  has  been  supposed  by  some  writers,  from  any 
cause  dependent  upon  an  internal  vital  principle  of  the  bone  itself,  but 
from  an  original  defective  secretion,  solidification  and  ossification — if  the 
latter  can  be  predicated  of  them  at  all.  So  loose  are  they  in  texture 
that  they  merely  present  gelatinous  matter,  saturated,  as  it  were,  and 
solidified,  from  a  deposition  of  the  solution  of  lime,  and  vice  versa, 
encased  in  a  beautiful,  delicate,  translucid,  but  very  imperfect  enamel. 
Through  the  enamel  and  the  substance  of  the  living  teeth,  on  closely 
inspecting  them  by  a  strong  light,  a  clear  blue  spot  may  be  observed — 
this  spot  is  contiguous  to  the  nervous  pulp,  and  gradually  enlarges,  be- 
coming fainter,  until  it  is  lost  in  the  crown  of  the  tooth.  I  believe  that  i 
the  remote  cause  of  the  internal  decay  of  these  teeth,  is  the  deposition 
of  tubercular  matter  in  their  gelatinous  substance.  We  find  it  in  other 
portions  of  the  system,  besides  the  lungs.  We  know  it  to  pervade  the 
osseous  system,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  teeth  should  be  exempt 
from  this  tubercular  deposition.  Indeed,  if  the  general  opinion  be  true, 
and  I  presume  that  there  is  considerable  foundation  to  sustain  the  obser- 
vation, utero-gestation,  to  a  certain  degree,  for  the  time,  arrests  the  pro- 
cess of  phthisical  disorganizations.  From  the  elaborate  researches  which 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  foetal  dentition,  we  have  ample  testimony 
of  the  provident  care  exercised  by  nature,  in  the  adaptation  of  a  per- 
fect and  almost  separate  system  for  the  proper  development  of  these 
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invaluable  and  important  organs.  May  it  not  be  regarded  as  probable 
that  the  abnormal  action  and  secretions  of  the  maternal  system,  being 
thus  arrested  by  the  action  of  the  gravid  uterus,  a  revulsive  effect  of 
attracting  in  a  great  measure  the  organic  disease  and  nervous  impres- 
sion upon  the  foetus  follows,  and  that  we  thus  have  an  original  cause 
for  defective  dental  secretions,  and  premature  decadence  of  these  teeth  ? 
That  these  are  the  results  of  such  abnormal  action,  the  experience  of 
observation  proves.  The  ossiform  matter  and  hard  calcareous  envelope, 
containing  the  nervous  pulp,  membranes  and  secretory  vessels  of  the 
teeth,  are  formed  by  successive  layers  or  depositions  from  the  circum- 
ference to  their  centre,  in  contradistinction  to  the  other  bones  of  the 
osseous  system,  which  are  developed  quite  the  reverse,  from  the  centre 
to  the  circumference.  Thus  it  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  maternal 
abnormal  action  must,  in  an  eminent  degree,  militate  against  a  healthy 
constituted  and  perfect  system  in  the  development  of  the  germs  and 
crowns  of  the  teeth.  But  mark,  as  the  child  advances  in  life  and  be- 
comes independent  of  the  maternal  nourishment,  how  the  vis  medicatrix 
naturce  and  the  "  vis  plastica"  avail  themselves  of  the  new  materials 
brought  into  requisition  to  nourish  and  replenish  the  animal  economy,* 
to  bring  about  a  new  action  for  the  healthy  secretions  and  permanency 
of  the  general  system,  and  in  the  dental  organs  we  find  this  material 
difference  in  the  secreted  substance  of  the  fangs  of  the  teeth,  being 
more  compact,  dense,  and  in  every  respect  superior  to  the  crowns 
of  the  teeth,  which  I  have  shown  were  first  formed,  insomuch  so  that 
artificial  teeth — "  pivoted  "  on  these  fangs,  with  ordinary  care3  clean- 
liness and  attention  to  the  gums — will  endure  in  their  positions  from 
four  to  eight  and  twelve  years.  In  the  first  class  I  have  seen  fangs 
which  have  been  thus  "  pivoted  "  for  upwards  of  thirty  years — they 
being  supported  and  nourished  by  the  alveolar-dental  periosteum. 

The  physical  beauty  of  these  teeth  is  proverbial  ;  their  long,  taper- 
ing, filbert-like  shapes  and  transparent  blue  cutting  edges — their  occa- 
sional perfection  of  dental  form  and  regularity,  with  the  peculiar 
"sweetness"  or  soft  expression  they  give  to  the  mouth;  whilst  we 
have  in  painful  contrast,  in  others,  the  unpleasant  uniformity  of  shape, 
size,  and  color,  which  sometimes  give  a  painfully  anxious  expression 
to  the  countenance,  almost  as  if  death  were  already  there  ;  and 
again  the  numerous  and  singular  malformations,  and  irregularities,  are 
as  much  cause  of  mortification  to  their  possessors  on  the  one  hand,  as 
the  fir-t  are  a  source  of  delight  on  the  other.  The  common  exclama- 
tion— "  Why,  I  possessed  such  beautiful  teeth,  until,  I  don't  know  how, 
ihey  all  crushed  in  at  once,"  gives  a  graphic  and  correct  description 
of  the  case.  In  twos,  threes,  sixes,  &lc,  do  they  break  and  crumble  in, 
leaving  nothing  but  disgusting  opiculated  fragments.    The  internal  bone 

*  "  Landerer  observed  in  a  wet  nurse  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking-  large  quantities  of 
the  oce.tum  rosaru/n,  that  the  milk  became  impoverished,  that  it  was  of  a  specific  gravity  of  1.002, 
bluish  colored,  transparent,  had  a  strongly  acid  taste,  and  a  well-marked  odor  of  acetic  acid.  On 
analysis  he  found  it  to  be  deficient  in  casein  and  butter.  The  child  gradually  drooped,  had  diar- 
rhoea, and  finally  died  of  marasmus.  The  woman  in  a  few  weeks  herself  became  sick,  and 
suffered  from  chronic  haemorrhage." — Medical  Gazette,  from  Hellers  Archives. 
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presents  different  aspects,  but  all  have  the  same  characteristic  similarity 
to  a  piece  of  softened  "  glue,"  or  boiled  chamois  leather,  which  occa- 
sions a  mistake  sometimes  made  by  "  green,"  I  should  say  "  unpatho- 
logical "  dentists,  who  have  thought  that  a  piece  of  soft  leather  had  been 
placed  over  the  nerve  to  protect  it  from  the  pressure  of  the  filling,  often 
so  exquisitely  painful  to  the  touch,  that  the  unhappy  sufferer  alone  can 
describe  the  excruciating  sensibility. 

Gastric  eructations  of  acrimonious  matter  and  gases,  and  the  acids  of 
non-assimilation,  comparatively  speaking,  instantly  destroy  these  teeth. 
Fracturing,  filing,  scraping  (acidulated  dentifrices),  or  indeed  the  per- 
formance of  any  mechanical  operation  upon  them,  simply  retards  the 
decay  for  the  nonce. 

The  gums  embracing  these  teeth,  in  health  are  firm,  thin  and  pale, 
but  often  partake  of  a  beautiful  vivid  "  peach-blossom,"  or  delicate 
salmon  color — otherwise  they  are  flabby,  tumid,  or  spongy  and  flaccid 
in  their  embraces  upon  the  necks  of  the  teeth.  When  the  teeth  break, 
crumble  or  decay  away,  they  become  swollen  and  aphthous,  generating 
very  painful  cankerous  ulcers  upon  the  lining  membrane  of  the  buccal 
cavity,  which  are  very  infectious,  and,  frequently,  the  mere  act  of 
speaking  causes  a  bleeding  from  the  gums,  and  the  tinging  of  the 
saliva  with  blood — which  is  often  mistaken  for  haemoptysis.  In  health 
the  breath  of  those  possessing  these  teeth  is  warm,  moist  and  soft;  in  the 
incipient  and  subsequent  stages  of  disease  it  is  feverish,  of  a  peculiar 
clayey  or  cadaverous  odor,  and  highly  carburetted,  and  it  has,  as  I  have 
previously  noticed,  to  those  inhaling  it,  a  peculiar  acrid  effect  upon  the 
fauces  and  rima  glottidis.  Dentists,  however,  using  tobacco,  will  not 
experience  this  effect.  The  dentes  sapientice  of  this  class  generally  ap- 
pear, similar  to  the  last-mentioned  class,  but  in  some  instances  almost  a 
perfect  chaos  of  matter.  "  Scurvy  in  the  gums,"  in  this  class  of  teeth, 
is  most  generally  idiopathic  in  its  nature.  It  is  true,  that  often  it  is  de- 
veloped as  the  consequence  of  gastric  irritation.  When  in  the  acute 
form,  the  devastation  of  the  gurns  and  the  alveoli,  and  the  loss  of  the 
teeth,  are  exceedingly  rapid.  It  is,  however,  most  generally  in  the  chro- 
nic form  that  they  are  affected. 

Dr.  J.  M'Cormick,  M.R.C.S.  (British  Army  E.  1.)  describes  in  the 
"  Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  Calcutta,"  many 
interesting  cases,  superinduced  by  bad  diet  and  gastric  irritation.  They 
presented  invariably  "a  puffy  appearance,  spongy,  hemorrhagic  or  flab- 
by vegetating  gums,"  in  many  of  which  cases  "  the  teeth  perpen- 
dicularly split  in  tivo" 

Another  concomitant  with  this  class  of  teeth  in  scorbutic  disease,  in 
addition  to  the  carburetted  hydrogen,  is  that  of  the  fiecnl  odor  of  the 
teeth.  1  attribute  this  much  to  the  want  of  exercise,  and  the  gross  in- 
attention to  the  state  of  the  bowels.  The  long  period  of  costiveness 
not  only  causes  much  gastric  irritation — nervous  prostration,  but  also 
the  faecal  fluids  to  be  absorbed,  and  by  the  circulation  evaporated 
through  the  lungs,  he.  he. 

If  additional  evidence  were  needed  to  show  that  gastric  and  chemical 
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agencies  exercise,  with  the  exceptions  previously  mentioned,  the  largest 
influence  in  the  destruction  of  the  teeth,  it  is  afforded  in  the  process  of 
decomposition  in  the  case  of  artificial  teeth.  It  is  a  very  significant 
fact,  that  artificial  teeth,  made  of  ivory,  or  human  and  "  animal  "  teeth, 
decay  precisely  as  do  the  living  natural  teeth.  Those  portions  of  the 
surface  which  are  in  contact  with  the  action  of  the  lips  and  tongue, 
are  unaffected,  whilst  at  the  necks,  on  the  lateral  faces,  in  the  clefts  of 
the  enamel,  they  decay  the  same  as  those  of  man,  even  when  carved 
from  a  solid  piece  of  ivory,  instead  of  simultaneously  decaying  over  the 
whole  surface,  or  on  indiscriminate  spots.  The  decay  is  particularly  dis- 
criminating in  selecting  its  parts,  and  the  lateral  faces  of  the  carved 
teeth,  on  their  artificial  carved  necks  and  on  the  masticating  crowns  of 
the  carved  molares,  show  the  disease  of  "  caries  "  upon  them,  after  the 
manner  of  the  same  affection  on  the  living  teeth.  Filling  these  holes 
with  gold,  the  decay  is  continued,  and  the  gold  filling  falls  out  similar  to 
"  fillings  "  in  these  cases  of  the  living  teeth.  In  the  case  of  artificial  teeth 
set  and  inserted  in  the  mouth  upon  a  silver  basis,  the  metal  will  entirely 
corrode  away — and  even  gold,  if  it  be  not  of  good  quality,  will  become 
oxydized  and  break  in  the  mouth.  If  these  metals  can,  in  a  short  time, 
be  oxydized,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  imperfectly-formed  teeth  are  un- 
able to  withstand  the  assaults  of  such  persevering  and  powerful  enemies 
as  friction,  heat,  cold,  moisture,  dryness,  atmospheric  agents,  and  various 
acrid  matters,  mucous  and  gastric  acids  in  chemical  combinations,  to  say 
nothing  of  constitutional  and  local  irritations. 

In  my  next  I  shall  speak  of  salivary  calculus,  and  the  medical,  surgi- 
cal and  mechanical  treatment  of  the  various  classes  of  teeth  in  the  order 
I  have  placed  them. 

New  York,  Dec.  13,  1847. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   DECEMBER   22,  1847. 


Leaden  Water  Pipes. — Much  to  the  credit  of  the  Water  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  before  deciding  upon  the  metal  of  which  the  service 
pipes,  for  conducting  water  from  the  streets  into  dwelling  houses,  shall  be 
constructed,  they  have  asked  advice  of  the  board  of  consulting  physicians, 
in  regard  to  the  best  material,  with  reference  to  the  effects  on  the  public 
health.  We  apprehend  this  question  is  destined  to  call  forth  both  mechan- 
ical ingenuity  and  scientific  knowledge.  Leaden  pipes  are  objected  to  on 
the  score  of  poisonous  influence  on  the  water— it  being  clearly  the  opinion 
of  many  distinguished  chemists  that  portions  of  the  metal  are  held  in  solu- 
tion in  sufficient  quantities  to  materially  affect  the  health  of  those  using  the 
water.  Others,  equally  skilled  in  analytical  chemistry,  deny  the  possi- 
bility of  detecting  an  appreciable  evidence  of  any  such  commixture  of  lead 
with  the  water,  &c.  ;  while  another  learned  class  of  philosophers  throw 
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both  parties  into  a  quandary  by  asserting  that  leaden  pipes  corrode  in  some 
kinds  of  water  and  not  in  others.  Iron  pipes  will  rust  out  too  soon,  and 
being  sometimes  threaded  between  floors  and  partitions,  here  and  there, 
over  a  costly  edifice,  when  out  of  order  or  leaky  from  oxydation  cannot  be 
readily  repaired.  Copper,  tinned  on  the  inside,  would  be  admirable,  if  we 
were  certain  that  no  point  remained  exposed  ;  for  if  the  water  touched  the 
copper,  fearful  results  to  health  would  follow.  Pewter  has  been  thought 
of,  and  tin,  but  objections  of  a  valid  character  have  been  raised  against 
both.  Glass,  coated  over  with  asphaltum,  would  meet  with  universal  ap- 
proval, if  it  were  not  for  its  constant  liability  to  fracture,  but  which  the 
French  engineers  are  represented  to  have  obviated  in  a  measure  by  the 
boxes  in  which  it  is  laid.  But  flexibility  in  these  service  pipes  is  a 
desideratum.  India  rubber  tubes  seem  to  possess  desirable  advantages  in 
this  respect,  but  they  might  be  accidentally  compressed,  gnawed  by  mice, 
or  cut  off  by  servants  and  children.  Leaden  pipes  coated  with  Roman  ce- 
ment, is  another  excellent  device,  if,  in  bending  them,  the  coating  would 
neither  be  detached  or  crack,  so  as  to  give  the  water  access  to  the  metal. 

We  have  thought  that  India  rubber  tubes,  enclosed  in  leaden  ones,  would 
be  free  from  all  the  objections  raised  against  either  used  separately.  Flexi- 
bility would  be  retained  ;  protection  of  the  water  from  the  contact  of  the 
lead,  secured  ;  and  incidental  compression  or  destruction  from  rats  and 
mice  effectually  obviated.  Still,  after  all  the  learning  which  has  been  ex- 
pended on  the  subject,  and  which  the  inquiry  is  still  calculated  to  call  forth, 
we  have  little  doubt  that  the  community  will  fall  back  upon  simple  leaden 
pipes.  The  injury  they  inflict  on  health  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  realized.  For  twenty  centuries  lead  has  been  in  universal 
use  for  this  purpose,  and  we  apprehend  it  will  not  be  abandoned. 


Sale  of  Poisonous  Drugs. — Several  melancholy  accidents,  resulting  in 
the  destruction  of  life,  have  occurred  the  past  year,  which  had  their  origin 
in  some  defect  in  the  mode  of  packing,  labelling  and  selling  the  deadly 
poisons.  A  physician  in  Vermont  died  in  consequence  of  taking  strych- 
nine, and  very  recently  another  in  Ohio,  by  the  same  horrible  mistake; 
both  supposing  they  had  sulphate  of  quinine.  Prussic  acid,  another 
equally  certain  minister  of  death,  destroying  life,  as  it  were,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,  belongs  to  the  category  of  dangerous  poisons,  kept  by 
apothecaries.  So  shocking  have  been  the  circumstances  under  which 
persons  have  been  almost  instantly  killed  by  these  articles,  through  mis- 
take, to  say  nothing  of  murders  committed  through  their  agency,  that  we 
consider  it  the  duty  of  every  intelligent  community  to  adopt  immediate 
measures,  by  acts  of  legislation,  to  protect  the  people  against  the  possi- 
bility of  either  these,  or  any  other  poisons  kept  in  the  shops,  from  being 
mistaken  for  medicines,  and  also  to  prevent  the  sale  of  them  to  improper 
persons — or  indeed  any  person  who  does  not  give  a  satisfactory  reason 
why  he  requires  them. 

A  law  is  needed  in  Massachusetts,  and  if  here,  in  every  other  State 
also,  requiring  every  druggist,  apothecary  and  wholesale  dealer,  who  de- 
sires to  keep  these  potent  articles  on  hand,  to  procure  a  license  to  do  so 
from  the  municipal  authorities.  The  fact  is  notorious  that  no  one  is 
permitted  to  keep  or  sell  gunpowder  without  authority — a  precaution 
wisely  adopted  by  the  General  Court,  to  prevent  accidents,  and  to  guard 
against  the  traffic  in  improper  or  irresponsible  hands. 
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There  is  not  a  kingdom  in  Europe  where  such  culpable  neglect  exists 
on  this  point  as  among  us  ;  and  why  no  more  effort  has  been  made  in  the 
otherwise  well-regulated  cities  in  the  United  States,  to  prevent  arsenic, 
and  other  dangerous  poisons,  from  being  bought  and  sold  with  the  same 
freedom  with  which  a  farmer  disposes  of  his  produce,  is  indeed  ex- 
traordinary. 

To  do  away,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  hazard  of  furnishing  improper 
persons,  or  those  of  doubtful  reputation,  with  these  subtte  agents,  all  who 
keep  them  should  be  licensed,  and  required,  before  disposing  of  the  most 
trifling  quantity,  to  insist  upon  knowing  for  what  purpose  the  article  is 
procured,  even  should  the  purchaser  be  a  reputable  medical  practitioner, 
and  a  record  made  of  the  particulars,  together  with  the  elate  of  the  sale, 
to  be  referred  to  should  circumstances  ever  after  require  it.  Possibly,  it 
would  be  a  further  improvement,  if  not  a  stronger  measure  of  safety,  to 
make  a  return,  quarterly,  to  the  city  or  town  clerk,  of  the  entry  on  the 
memorandum  book.  No  reputable  physician  would  object  to  this.  A 
stranger  to  the  licensed  seller,  should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
allowed  to  take  a  particle. 

Perhaps  we  may  be  censured  for  being  over  careful,  and  even  whimsi- 
cal in  the  scheme  here  proposed  for  protecting  the  people;  but  if  so,  we 
have  a  valid  apology.  Life  is  too  precious  to  be  subjected  to  these  con- 
tingencies, when  all  danger  might  be  avoided  by  a  simple  process.  Drug- 
gists and  medical  gentlemen  are  so  frequently  blamed  where  a  high 
crime  or  accidental  death  results  from  the  purchase  and  use  of  these 
poisons,  that  they  ought  not  to  object  to  the  promulgation  of  exceedingly 
stringent  laws  in  regard  to  them. 


Elements  of  General  Pathology. — It  was  an  agreeable  surprise  the  other 
day,  to  receive  a  copy  of  a  work  of  wide-spread  fame,  translated  into  the 
English  language  by  two  of  our  neighbors,  F.  E.  Oliver,  M.D.,  and  W. 
W.  Morland,  M.D.,  gentlemen  whose  good  judgment  in  the  selection  of 
this  treatise  for  publication  is  manifested  in  an  eminent  degree.  Chomel, 
the  author  of  the  work,  is  distinguished  in  the  medical  world. 

The  translators  have  dedicated  their  labors  to  James  Jackson,  M.D., 
of  Boston,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  Har- 
vard University.  "  This  classical  work,"  they  say,  "  now  first  presented 
to  the  medical  public  in  the  form  of  a  translation,  can  need  no  other  re- 
commendation to  secure  its  cordial  reception  than  the  name  and  reputa- 
tion of  its  celebrated  author.  With  precepts  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
student,  it  combines  a  vast  collection  of  details  interesting  to  the  prac- 
titioner." 

Without  an  unnecessary  preamble,  it  may  be  said,  without  disparaging 
the  pathological  researches  of  others — and  some  both  in  Europe  and 
America  have  strong  claims  as  authors — that  this  is  a  very  superior  pro- 
duction. The  chapters  devoted  to  the  causes,  the  symptoms,  and  the 
progress  of  diseases,  have  been  subjected  to  important  modifications,  and 
have  also  received  considerable  additions.  It  now  constitutes  a  large-sized 
octavo,  of  458  pages.  There  are  twenty-two  chapters,  the  first  of  which 
regards  the  importance,  extent  and  divisions  of  the  study  of  pathology;  2, 
general  and  special  definitions  of  disease  ;  3,  nomenclature,  &c.  ;  4,  seat 
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of  disease;  5,  etiology,  or  the  causes  of  disease;  6,  precursory  phenome- 
na ;  7,  symptomatology  ;  8,  the  progress  of  disease  ;  9,  duration  ;  10,  ter- 
mination ;  11,  convalescence ;  12,  consecutive  phenomena;  13,  relapse 
and  recurrence  ;  14,  the  different  genera,  species  and  variety  of  diseases  ; 
15,  complication  ;  16,  diagnosis  ;  17,  prognosis  ;  IS,  the  different  altera- 
tions presented  by  organs  after  death  ;  19,  therapeutics  ;  20,  nature  and 
essence  of  diseases  ;  21,  classification  of  diseases ;  22,  principal  works 
upon  general  pathology. 

Fortunately  for  the  success  of  the  work,  the  translators  have  preserved 
that  plain  style  of  expression,  which  characterizes  the  best  class  of  medi- 
cal writers.  Both  the  thoughts  and  language  harmonize,  as  they  should, 
and  we  feel  conscious  that  a  man  of  profound  attainments  is  addressing 
us,  and  that  his  meaning  has  not  been  lost  in  the  process  of  translation. 
Should  the  translators  receive,  in  premiums  on  sales,  in  proportion  to  their 
deserts  for  accomplishing  this  desirable  literary  achievement,  they  will  both 
be  in  excellent  pecuniary  circumstances.  William  D.  Ticknor  &  Co., 
publishers,  Washington  street,  Boston. 


Medical  Commencement  at  Pittsfield. — On  Wednesday,  Nov.  10th,  the 
26th  anniversary  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  was  celebrated  in  a 
spirited  and  becoming  manner.  Fifty  gentlemen,  who  had  attended 
lectures,  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.D.  The  following  gentlemen 
received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  : — Dr.  Homer  Hol- 
land, of  Westfield  ;  Dr.  Abner  H.  Brown,  of  Lowell ;  Dr.  Wm.  Williams, 
of  Salem;  Dr.  Gilbert  Watson,  of  Oregon. 


Alleged  Removal  of  the  Liver. — The  following  letter,  descriptive  of  a 
reputed  remarkable  surgical  operation,  recently  alluded  to  in  this  Journal, 
is  from  the  last  number  of  the  New  York  Annalist,  and  was  written  by  a 
medical  gentleman  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

"  I  observed  in  the  last  number  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  a  notice  of  a  wTonderful  operation,  recently  performed  in  this  vi- 
cinity by  Dr.  Kreider,  of  Lancaster.  The  operation  referred  to  was  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Robert  Thompson,  of  this  city,  assisted  by  Dr.  K.  Some 
two  weeks  since,  our  public  was  astounded  by  the  details  of  this  '  Water- 
loo '  affair,  in  the  public  newspapers.  The  liver  was  removed,  the  whole 
liver,  and  nothing  but  the  liver.  Thus  asserted  the  record,  and  thus  in- 
sisted the  surgeons.  Our  physicians  were  sceptical,  as  they  are  apt  to  be 
when  modern  miracles  are  performed  ;  for,  though  they  did  not  doubt  the 
honesty,  or  sincerity,  or  ability  of  their  brothers,  they  resorted  to  Hume's 
favorite  argument  against  the  miracle,  asserting  that  the  said  brothers  were 
more  likely  to  be  mistaken,  than  that  the  fact  could  be  so.  Thus  matters 
went  on  for  some  days,  the  patient,  a  female,  living  without  a  liver,  and 
being  "  as  comfortable  as  could  be  expected."  In  the  mean  time  the  news 
spread.  From  all  quarters  went  up  the  cry  of  wonder.  Nearly  every  news- 
paper in  the  land  chronicled  the  strange  event,  and  the  bold  surgeon  was  al- 
most clothed,  by  public  acclamation,  in  the  liver-y  of  Heaven.  At  last  the 
woman  died,  after  having  been  a  liver  herself,  just  long  enough  to  prove  to 
the  world  that  she  could  live  without  a  liver  !  Taking  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  press  along,  the  surgeon  proceeded  to  verify  beyond  all  cavil,  his  diag- 
nosis.   It  was  a  moment  of  intense  excitement.    Not  a  word  was  spoken. 
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Slowly,  but  confidently,  did  the  little  scalpel  unfold  the  mysteries  of  that 
inner  world  to  the  gaze  of  day.  The  integuments  are  divded  and  drawn 
asunder — a  hand  is  thrust  into  the  cavity,  to  feel  where  the  immense  or- 
gan, weighing  twenty-nine  pounds  and  a  half,  had  so  long  reposed.  That 
organ  was  not  there,  but  in  its  place,  little  dreaming  of  the  noise  it  had 
made  without,  looked  up,  with  a  quiet  1  how  d'ye  do,'  the  real  liver,  which 
was  removed — not  till  after  the  death  of  the  patient.  Thus  ends  this  new 
physiological,  pathological,  surgical  miracle.  The  surgeon  published  a 
card  the  next  day,  in  which  the  liver  figured  as  an  enormous  ovarian 
tumor.     Sic  transit  gloria  mundi." 

Gallantry  of  American  Medical  Officers  in  the  Mexican  War. — u  In 
the  action  in  which  Walker  was  killed,  Surgeons  Reynolds  and  Laner  have 
won  great  praise,  charging  as  they  did  with  the  mounted  force. 

"  Surgeon  Reynolds,  who,  on  this  occasion,  had  volunteered  to  accom- 
pany the  small  band  of  cavalry,  charged  side  by  side  with  Capt.  Walker, 
and  continued  fighting  by  his  side  in  both  parts  of  the  engagement,  until 
the  latter  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  after  carrying  back  his  body  and  re- 
ceiving his  dying  breath,  again  returned  to  the  front,  and  there  remained 
until  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements.  Surgeon  Reynolds  captured  a  Mexi- 
can Lieutenant  of  the  Artillery,  and  taking  from  him  his  sword,  delivered 
him  over  a  prisoner  to  the  American  forces  ;  and  after  the  termination  of 
the  battle,  he  resumed  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  properly  performed 
his  amputations  and  other  operations  on  the  field  of  battle." 

Medical  Miscellany. — A  searching  review  of  Dr.  Strong's  Disserta- 
tion before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  appears  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal. — The  Philadelphia  Medical  Exa- 
miner states  that  the  number  of  Medical  Students  in  that  city  is  not  far 
from  1100. — The  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York  have  conferred 
the  degree  of  M.D.  on  Professor  Agassiz  of  Harvard  University,  and  Dr. 
William  Farr,  of  London. — Drs.  Rivers  and  Collins,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
claim  to  have  first  used,  in  this  country,  the  chloride  of  zinc  as  a  preserva- 
tive of  dead  bodies  for  interment.  The  advertisement  of  Mr.  Scofield,  of 
New  York,  of  a  "  new  mode,"  was  published  subsequently  to  their  adop- 
tion of  the  process. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Fisher's  analysis  of  Velpeau's  Lectures  in  Paris — Dr.  Hitchcock 
on  the  Effects  of  Thomsonian  Medicines — Dr.  Miner's  remarks  on  the  Medical  Society  of  Con- 
necticut— and  Claudian's  account  of  the  Charity  Institutions  of  the  City  of  New  York,  have  been 
received.  We  hope  the  writer  of  an  article,  previously  acknowledged,  with  the  motto,  "Magna 
est  Veritas  et  prevalebit,"  will  agree  with  us  that  the  subject  had  better  be  dropped  in  the  Journal, 
and  the  publication  of  this  article  indefinitely  postponed. 

New  Books. — -Epps's  Domestic  Homoeopathy. — Dunglison's  Practice  of  Medicine,  third  edition. 
— Females  and  their  Diseases,  by  Charles  D.  xMeigs,  M.D. 

Married,— In  Ware.  Mass.,  E.  C.  Richardson,  M.D.,  to  Miss  C.  R.  Hartwell. 


Died,— At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  K.  C.  Penniman,  72.— In  Hadley,  Mass.,  Dr.  Jonathan  Moore,  85. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston—for  the  week  ending  Dec.  18th,  61.— Males.  35— females,  26.— 

Stillborn,  6.    Of  consumption,  9— typhus  fever.  10 — scarlet  fever,  2— lung  fever.  3— infantile,  6  

dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — disease  of" the  bowels,  2 — convulsions,  3 — hemorrhage,  2— marasmus,  1 

— old  age,  3— jaundice,  1 — quinsy,  1 — accidental,  2 — debility.  1 — dropsy,  1— hooping  cough,  2  . 

disease  of  the  lungs.  1— drowned,  1— strangulation,  1— cholera  infantum,  1— croup,  7. 

Under  5  years,  27— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  40  years,  16  —between  40 
and  60  years,  5 — over  60  years,  7. 
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Importance  of  Study  to  the  Physician. — To  attain  positive  ability,  or 
even  tolerable  merit,  you  must  study — now,  henceforth,  and  forever.  Re- 
member that  the  delusive  fame  of  false  pretensions  and  fictitious  show, 
fades  with  the  first  ray  of  living  truth,  and  dwindles,  like  the  fabled  echo, 
into  an  empty  sound.  The  laurels  that  are  won  in  idleness  and  falsehood 
are  blanched  in  an  hour,  and  the  etiolated  leaves  hang  on  the  brow  as 
withered  emblems  of  false  glory.  Remember  that  flowery  paths  and  sleepy 
couches  are  not  the  birth-right  of  the  physician  ;  his  patrimony  is  not  the 
paraphernalia  of  titled  privileges,  nor  the  gay  trappings  of  pampered  wealth. 
The  gilded  halls  of  amusement,  and  the  revelry  of  the  festive  board,  are  to 
him  forbidden  pleasures.  Remember  that  ease  and  sensuality  are  incom- 
patible with  learning — that  Mammon  and  Minerva  preside  not  at  the  same 
altar  ;  and  that  the  physician  should  rather  anticipate  the  labors  of  Hercu- 
les, than  a  life  of  listless  inaction.  Remember  that  the  honors  which  clus- 
ter around  the  brows  of  Alexander,  of  Washington,  of  Napoleon — the  fame 
of  Hunter,  of  Rush,  of  Physick — have  sprung  from  sleepless  energy  and 
eternal  vigilance. 

Do  you  doubt  it  ?  Try  the  glory  of  indolence.  Spend  your  nights  in 
frivolous  amusements,  and  your  days  in  whistling  to  the  winds  ; — look 
deep  into  the  wonders  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  or  revel  in  the  marvellous  pages 
of  Sinbad  the  Sailor; — study  profoundly  the  philosophy  of  the  Devil  on 
Two  Sticks,  and  cheer  your  souls  with  Mother  Goose's  Melodies.  And 
then  count  your  laurels  !  Call  on  fame  for  the  green  wreath — and  instead 
of  honors,  the  first  note  of  the  wide-mouthed  trumpet  shall  bring  down  the 
withering  scorn  and  derision  of  an  indignant  world. 

It  has  been  said — 

"  The  man  is  yet  unborn  who  duly  weighs  an  hour." 

And  it  may  be  so.  Some  of  us  may  think  that  we  improve  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage the  golden  hours  ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  we  waste  the  light 
of  day  and  the  hours  of  the  night  in  frivolous  pursuits,  positive  idleness,  or 
unnecessary  sleep.  The  great  difference  in  individuals  lies  in  the  power 
of  application.  There  is  less  disparity  in  intellects  than  many  suppose  ; 
there  is  more  difference  in  industry,  perseverance  and  method  of  study.  A 
celebrated  German  astronomer  remarked  recently  to  an  English  traveller, 
that  he  had  uniformly  studied  fourteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  with 
but  one  exception,  and  that  exception  occurred  on  the  day  of  his  marriage, 
and  on  that  day  he  studied  but  eleven  hours.  But  in  order  to  regain  the 
three  hours  thus  lost,  he  arose  next  morning  three  hours  earlier  than  usual, 
and  resumed  his  studies. 

It  is  true  we  cannot  study  every  moment ;  but  we  should  remember,  that 
without  unceasing  energy  we  can  never  gain  more  than  a  very  subordinate 
position.  The  laurels  that  wreathe  the  poet's  or  the  patriot's  brow,  have 
grown  by  the  light  of  the  midnight  lamp,  or  sprung  from  eternal  vigilance. 
It  was  this  contempt  of  ease,  and  love  of  labor — or,  love  of  knowledge  and 
hatred  of  ignorance — which  nerved  John  Hunter,  and  Cooper,  and  John- 
son, and  Hope,  and  Velpeau,  together  with  their  millions  of  compeers,  to 
their  glorious  and  successful  careers. 

But  while  I  would  urge  you  to  deeds  of  fame,  I  would  not  fire  you  with 
ill-tempered  ambition  nor  rash  mental  desires  ;  these  are  fraught  with  dan- 
ger. An  insatiable  and  unprincipled  desire  for  distinction  is  apt  to  be  crush- 
ed ;  it  will  cower  before  the  awards  of  justice  like  the  lashing  billows  of 
the  ocean  before  the  omnipotent  will. — Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson's  Introductory 
Address,  delivered  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Nov.  1847. 
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EFFECTS  OF  THOMSONIAN  MEDICINES. 
By  Alfred  Hitchcock,  M.D.,  Ashby,  Ms. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  capsicum  annuum,  the  lobelia  inflata,  and  the  myrica  cerifera,  are 
the  medicines  most  commonly  used  by  the  Thomsonian  class  of  practi- 
tioners.   Not  forgetting  the  mighty  power  of  steam,  the  two  first  may  be 
called  their  Sampson  and  Goliath  ;  while  the  last,  with  a  few  minor  arti- 
cles, are  subalterns  in  their  crusades  against  the  learning  and  experience 
of  physicians,  from  Hippocrates  to  the  present  day.    w  If,"  say  they, 
"  we  succeed  in  our  warfare  against  the  Faculty,  and  establish  the  use  of 
these  pure  and  harmless  medicines,  disease  of  every  form  will  be  de- 
prived of  its  power,  and  death  cheated  of  every  victim  till  the  decay 
of  old  age  shall  wind  out  the  thread  of  human  life."    It  has  generally 
been  thought  that  silent  neglect  on  the  part  of  scientific  men  was  the 
best  mode  of  treating  such  kind  of  ignorant  and  absurd  medical  pre- 
tensions.   The  fundamental  and  peculiar  notions  of  Thomson  are  deis- 
tical  in  their  character,  and  cannot  bear  the  searching  light  of  truth. 
Reason,  revelation  and  science,  as  well  as  the  common  experience  of 
mankind,  if  candidly  applied  to  those  notions,  at  once  refute  them. 
Its  malign  spirit  assails  all  that  is  lovely  and  of  good  report  in  religion, 
literature  and  science.    Its  temper  and  claims  can  only  find  a  full  re- 
sponse in  the  minds  of  the  weak  and  credulous,  or  the  ignorant,  pas- 
sionate and  superstitious.    Openly  denouncing  all  the  learned  professions, 
the  system  has  thus  won  for  its  disciples  a  way  to  notoriety  and  fortune, 
by  appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  human  heart,  and  by  catering 
to  the  most  vicious,  low,  and  groundless  prejudices  of  mankind.  This 
is  perfectly  apparent  throughout  the  writings  of  its  notorious  author. 
Thomson  is  dead,  and  his  system  already  shows  internal  signs  of  being 
brought  to  nought,  by  the  disagreement  of  his  votaries.    They  forget, 
that  in  their  ambitious  aspirings,  each  to  become  a  leader  in  the  great 
battle  against  science,  they  are  unfolding  to  the  world  the  humbuggery, 
selfishness  and  dishonesty  of  the  whole  scheme.    Like  Mormonism,  its 
counterpart  in  theology,  a  full  exposure  of  its  character  tends  quickly  to 
annihilate  the  delusion  ;  and  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant,  when,  as 
systems,  both  will  only  be  remembered  with  wonder  at  the  successful 
cheat.    Thomson's  numerous  followers,  in  order  still  longer  dishonestly 
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u  to  patch  the  rents  in  their  fortunes,"  are  assuming  other  forms  of 
medical  absurdity,  and  make  easy  changes  from  folly  to  foolishness,  and 
weave  new  and  varied  features  in  their  web  of  deceptive  medical  preten- 
sions. Hence  we  find  the  Thomsonian  changing  his  name  to  "  root 
doctor,"  "  botanic  physician,"  "  eclectic,"  "  analytic,"  or  "  mesmeric  " 
curer  of  all  disease. 

There  has  been  a  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  condesc?nd  to  appear  as  the  public  exposers  of  the  evils  re- 
sulting from  the  use  of  Thomsonian  medicines.  Ten  years  ago  there 
were  several  families  in  this  vicinity  that  made  very  free  and  exclusive 
use  of  Thomsonian  medicine.  Their  number  has  now  dwindled  almost 
to  a  unit.  The  writer  watched  with  intense  interest  the  systematic  use 
of  these  medicines  in  numerous  instances.  While  studying  this  kind  of 
pathology,  and  availing  myself  of  the  somewhat  rare  opportunity  of 
making  clinical  and  post-mortem  observations  in  these  cases,  I  have 
sometimes  been  shocked  at  the  unnatural  and  homicidal  treatment.  A 
few  cases  are  here  briefly  stated  from  my  note  book,  from  which,  with 
numerous  others  of  a  similar  character,  the  toxicological  inferences  are 
made. 

A  case  of  strongly-marked  pneumonic  inflammation,  in  a  lady  aged 
about  50,  had  been  treated  for  seven  days  by  "  courses  "  of  Thomsonian 
medicine,  administered  by  her  own  sister — and  of  course  terminated  fa- 
tally. The  post-mortem  appearances  were,  an  almost  entire  adhesion 
of  the  pulmonary  and  costal  pleurae  in  both  cavities  of  the  chest  ;  while 
gray  hepatization  had  taken  place  throughout  nearly  every  portion  of  the 
substance  of  the  lungs.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces  and 
oesophagus  was  intensely  red,  dry  and  corrugated ;  while  that  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines  had  become  thickened,  livid  and  wrinkled  from 
the  same  inflammatory  agents.  In  this  case  a  dark  and  foetid  diarrhoea, 
with  paralysis  of  the  limbs,  occurred  a  few  days  before  death. 

A  case  of  cynanche  trachealis  in  a  child,  terminated  fatally  the  third 
day,  treated  with  cayenne  tea.  A  post-mortem  dissection  showed  a 
very  strong  adventitious  membrane  extending  from  the  top  of  the  larynx 
below  the  bifurcation  of  the  bronchia.  The  sufferings  of  this  poor 
victim  were  said  to  have  been  almost  terrific.  His  constant  cries 
were  for  cold  water — till  death  came  to  end  his  sufferings  and  rebuke 
such  ignorant  and  barbarous  treatment. 

Several  cases  of  acute  pulmonary  inflammation  could  be  mentioned, 
where,  under  the  Thomsonian  practice,  delirium,  coma,  and  partial  pa- 
ralysis, occurred  the  second  or  third  day — and  were  promptly  relieved 
by  a  change  to  the  appropriate  antiphlogistic  treatment. 

A  case  of  colic,  in  a  female,  from  vitiated  biliary  secretion  and  immense 
quantities  of  scybalae  in  the  colon,  had  well  nigh  terminated  fatally, 
treated  by  steam  and  lobelia.  The  patient  was  assured  by  her  "  bo- 
tanic physician  "  that  "  she  had  gall  stones  as  large  as  chestnuts,"  and 
that  the  continued  use  of  lobelia  would  enable  hei  to  puke  them  up — 
on  the  assumption  that  the  interior  of  the  human  body  was  one  con- 
tinuous cavity.    The  suffering  of  this  patient  was  most  intense  for  several 
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days.  She  would,  however,  occasionally  obtain  freedom  from  pain 
several  hours  by  the  narcotic  and  paralytic  effects  of  the  lobelia.  The 
use  of  an  infusion  of  the  seeds  by  injection  would  produce  extreme  pros- 
tration, cold  sweats,  and  complete  paralysis  of  all  the  voluntary  muscles. 
This  perilous  condition  would  usually  last  four  or  five  hours,  when  the 
colicky  pain  would  return  with  increased  severity.  These  hazardous 
experiments  were  continued  for  several  days,  aggravating  her  malady, 
till,  apparently  in  articufo-mmtis,  her  monomania  left  her.  She  dismiss- 
ed her  quacks,  and  eagerly  swallowed  the  proper  cathartic  remedies. 
She  quickly  recovered.  This  patient  had  been  accustomed,  during  her 
ordinary  state  of  health,  frequently  to  take  a  heaped  tablespoonful  of 
pulverized  cayenne,  with  a  sprinkle  of  lobelia,  at  a  single  dose — by  way 
of  cordial.  She  usually  complained  more  or  less  of  indigestion,  constric- 
tion and  hardness  of  the  bowels,  and  incipient  paralysis. 

This  woman  died  a  year  ago  of  uterine  hemorrhage — from  retained 
placenta  after  abortion  at  the  fourth  month.  Her  treatment,  according 
to  the  neighbors,  consisted  of  cayenne  injections  and  hot  drops  by  the 
mouth,  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage.  She  became  faint,  and  in  this  state 
lobelia  was  given  her.  She  soon  became  paralytic — more  was  given  to 
carry  out  the  theory — she  grew  cold,  and  died — the  quacks  standing 
aghast  at  the  bed-side,  and  affirming  that  "  she  could  not  take  enough 
to  cure  her  "  ! 

A  woman,  aged  about  50,  wife  of  a  very  ignorant  man  who  had  paid 
Thomson  $20  for  the  "  right"  to  administer  as  much  lobelia  and  cay- 
enne to  his  family  as  he  chose,  died  after  taking  more  than  fifty  "  courses." 
At  first  she  had  only  slight  dyspeptic  symptoms,  which  steadily  increased 
under  such  acro-narcotic  and  heating  treatment — till  at  last  severe  ab- 
dominal disease  was  induced,  attended  with  diarrhoea  and  permanent  pa- 
ralysis of  nearly  all  the  voluntary  muscles. 

Another  equally  ignorant  fellow,  who  had  paid  the  same  bonus  for  the 
good  of  his  own  family,  often  declared,  in  the  spirit  of  the  unholy  delu- 
sion, that  with  the  use  of  Thomson's  medicine  "  he  would  defy  the  Al- 
mighty to  take  one  of  his  children  by  disease,  if  they  had  never  taken 
"mineral  poison"  !!  He  tried  his  prowess  on  three  of  his  children  at- 
tacked with  slight  dysenteric  symptoms  ;  their  distressing  and  speedy 
deaths  soon  rebuked  his  ignorant  and  blasphemous  pretensions. 

A  few  years  since  a  case  occurred  in  this  town,  attended  by  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances.  A  young  man,  about  20  years  of  age,  living 
with  a  family  that  was  perfectly  monomaniac  on  the  utility  and  harm- 
lessness  of  Thomsonian  medicines,  had  an  attack  of  the  prevailing  in- 
fluenza. He  took  "  courses  "  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  a 
Thomsonian  quack  from  Fitchburg.  For  three  weeks  he  was  drugged 
with  lobelia  and  bay  berry  bark — every  increase  of  bad  symptoms  only 
requiring,  according  to  the  "  theory,"  an  increase  of  those  harmless 
medicines.  Under  this  treatment  he  became  insane,  and  paralytic  in  his 
lower  extremities — and  probably  would  under  that  treatment  have  re- 
mained incurable.  The  Selectmen  of  the  town  were  applied  to  for  his 
removal  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital.    This  led  to  a  proper  medical 
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investigation  of  the  case:  and  under  the  authority  of  the  town,  the 
patient  was  temporarily  removed  from  the  moral  and  physical  influence 
of  such  a  theory  and  practice.  All  Thomsonian  medicines  were  pro- 
hibited— he  took  purgatives  and  anodynes,  and  in  two  weeks  was  per- 
fectly well. 

In  chronic  derangements  of  health,  the  morbid  effects  of  the  occa- 
sionally-repeated use  of  Thomsonian  medicines  are  much  less  conspi- 
cuous than  in  acute  diseases.  Their  deleterious  effects,  however,  are  not 
less  certain — and  the  toxicology  and  pathology  of  such  cases  are  worthy  of 
more  extensive  clinical  and  'post-mortem  observations.  The  stomach,  of 
course,  must  suffer  primarily  from  the  acrid  and  burning  compounds  it  is 
made  to  receive.  The  mucous  and  muscular  coats  generally  assume  a 
very  chronic  and  often  incurable  form  of  inflammation  ;  sometimes  be- 
coming highly  irritable,  but  most  commonly  exhibiting  extreme  atony. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  small  intestines  becomes  thickened  ;  the 
muscular  coat  contracts  very  feebly  and  unequally,  producing  a  constrict- 
ed, tense  and  indurated  feel  of  this  portion  of  the  bowels.  The  large 
intestines,  though  generally  torpid  and  oppressed  with  distressing  flatus 
and  scybalae,  yet  sometimes  become  highly  irritable,  attended  with  colic 
or  diarrhoea.  The  secretions  from  the  lining  membrane  of  the  alimentary 
canal  become  greatly  vitiated — generally  excessively  acid  with  mucus. 
All  the  collatitious  viscera  also  become  greatly  deranged  in  their  secretory 
functions.  The  countenance  of  such  patients  generally  becomes  sallow 
and  cadaveric,  and  of  such  a  peculiar  expression  as  bespeaks  serious  ab- 
dominal disease,  often  attended  with  paralysis  or  partial  insanity.  The 
pretension  of  Thomsonians  that  their  remedies  are  perfectly  inert  in 
health,  and  cannot  possibly  do  harm  in  disease,  is  in  itself  a  ridiculous 
absurdity,  and  bears  prima  facia  evidence  of  deception  and  knavery  in 
those  who  advocate  it.  That  they  do  induce  lasting  morbid  changes 
in  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  human  system  in  chronic  disease,  and  that 
they  always  goad  on  to  alarming  effects,  or  fatal  termination,  all  truly 
acute,  sthenic  inflammatory  diseases,  has  been  abundantly  shown  by 
clinical  observation,  as  well  as  by  the  disclosures  of  the  dissecting  knife. 
The  more  prominent  toxicological  and  pathological  effects  thus  shown, 
are,  a  diseased  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  ; 
a  torpid,  constricted  and  indurated  condition  of  the  several  intestinal 
tunics  ;  and  partial  or  general  paralysis  of  the  voluntary  muscles — accom- 
panying, or  alternating  with,  a  degree  of  insanity.  Such  is  evidently 
their  combined  effect ;  the  particular  or  special  influence  of  each  article 
in  producing  these  results,  cannot  be  so  clearly  shown  ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  moral  effect  of  a  long-continued  belief  in  Thomson's 
absurd  and  irrational  theory,  may,  like  fanaticism  in  religion,  often  result 
in  partial  insanity. 

December,  1847. 
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CHARITY  INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — With  the  impression  that  a  brief  description  of  the  charity 
institutions  of  this  city  would  interest  your  readers,  and  knowing  your 
desire  to  furnish  them  with  all  that  is  valuable  relating  to  medical 
science,  I  improve  the  present  opportunity  of  furnishing  some  account 
of  these  charities.  So  extensive  are  they,  that  New  York  may  be  truly 
styled  the  most  benevolent  city  in  the  world.  The  data  herein  given 
are  facts,  the  principal  part  of  which  have  been  gathered  from  personal 
observation. 

New  York  supports  7000  persons  in  her  charity  institutions.  These 
are  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  Penitentiary  and  Penitentiary  Hospital, 
the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  the  Nursery  Hospital.  Besides,  "  a  large  sum 
is  annually  distributed  to  thousands  of  poor,  whose  destitution,  sickness 
and  misery  call  for  the  exhibition  of  the  city's  charity."  The  7000 
individuals  mentioned  above,  are  mostly  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  and 
the  other  public  institutions  on  BlackwelPs  and  Randall's  Islands ;  a 
few,  however,  are  found  in  the  City  Prison,  so  that  the  apparent  dis- 
crepancy in  the  statements  about  to  be  made  relative  to  the  number  of 
persons  in  each  institution,  will  be  accounted  for  by  taking  this  into 
consideration. 

The  largest  of  these  institutions  is  the  Bellevue  Hospital.  Here  are 
3000  persons,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  inmates  of  the  Alms  House 
proper,  the  number  of  patients  not  exceeding  600  at  the  time  of  writing. 
Dr.  Reese  is  the  Resident  Physician  at  this  Hospital,  and  it  is  but  just 
to  say  that  he  discharges  his  arduous  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  institution  of  which  he  has  the  medical  charge.  His  urbanity 
of  manner,  as  well  as  his  politeness  to  strangers  who  visit  Bellevue,  are  not 
the  least  of  his  virtues.  He  has  nine  or  ten  assistants.  There  are  four 
consulting  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  twelve  visiting  physicians. 
Among  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  constitute  this  board,  are  Pro- 
fessors Stevens,  Mott  and  Parker.  By  a  late  city  ordinance,  members 
of  the  medical  and  surgical  board  regularly  attend  Bellevue,  so  that 
these  poor  patients  are  better  provided  for  than  those  of  any  similar 
institution  (it  is  a  free  hospital,  being  the  City's  Poor  House)  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 

Here  was  the  late  scene  of  ship  fever,  where  it  raged  (or  rather  accu- 
mulated, as  the  emigrants  increased  in  numbers)  ;  and  probably  no  in- 
stitution in  this  country  reports  more  favorable  results  respecting  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  than  the  one  now  under  consideration.  With 
these  results  your  readers  are  already  fully  familiar. 

There  are  many  old  and  infirm  persons  here,  a  class  very  likely  to  be 
found  in  such  an  establishment.  Disease  of  every  variety  and  type  is 
seen  here.  The  spacious  buildings  are  well  ventilated,  the  wards  kept 
remarkably  clean,  the  accommodations  commodious,  and  the  furniture 
and  other  conveniences  ample.  The  inmates  are  well  clothed  and  well 
provided  with  beds,  he. 
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But  the  institution,  with  all  its  blessings  and  comforts,  is  not  without 
its  disadvantages.  It  is  the  general  receptacle  of  the  poor,  and,  like  all 
other  alms  houses,  it  receives  both  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious.  Here 
they  become  one  family.  The  danger  and  mischief  of  such  a  policy  is 
too  obvious  to  need  comment.  This  evil  requires  the  serious  considera- 
tion and  action  of  the  directors  of  these  institutions.  Philanthropists 
will  here  find  a  field  worthy  their  attentions,  and  all  good  citizens  should 
unite  to  reform  so  prominent  an  evil. 

The  Honorable  Moses  G.  Leonard,  Commissioner  of  the  Alms  House, 
in  his  communication  to  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New  York,  dated  May  17,  1847,  has  pointed  out 
the  disadvantages  of  the  present  alms-house  system,  and  recommended 
a  "proper  classification"  of  paupers  as  one  of  the  remedies  for  the 
pernicious  influence  alluded  to  above.  By  the  Commissioner's  plan 
there  should  be  a  discrimination  between  those  who  have  become  poor 
from  "  misfortune,"  and  those  who  are  rendered  so  by  "  crime,"  and 
the  deadly  influence  of  the  latter  class  over  the  morals  and  character  of 
the  former  should  be  averted  by  suitable  arrangements.  The  document 
I  refer  to  is  worthy  of  perusal  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  the  poor — not  to  mention  the  religious  and  moral  bearings 
that  these  things  have  on  the  virtuous  poor  who  are  thus  exposed. 
•  Belonging  to  the  same  group  of  public  institutions  are  the  hospitals 
on  Blackwell's  Island,  four  miles  from  the  City  Hall.  These  consist 
of  the  Penitentiary  and  Penitentiary  Hospital,  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  the 
Nursery,  &c.  I  will  speak  of  the  Penitentiary  department  first.  This 
department  contains  1000  persons  of  both  sexes.  Individuals  are  found 
here  suffering  from  different  diseases,  but  venereal  complaints  are  by  far 
the  most  common.  There  are  generally  between  200  and  300  on  the 
sick  list,  the  major  portion  of  whom  are  dissolute  females,  mostly  affected 
with  syphilis.  This  disease  is  here  exhibited  in  all  its  Protean  shapes, 
especially  in  the  female  wards — chancres,  buboes  and  morbid  growths 
are  to  be  seen  in  every  form  and  in  every  stage  of  their  progress.  There 
is  a  very  interesting  case  of  syphilitic  rupia  among  them.  The  patient 
has  been  in  nearly  two  years.  I  understand  that  she  is  a  virtuous 
woman,  and  that  she  contracted  the  disease  from  her  husband.  She  is 
getting  better  under  the  free  employment  of  the  iodide  of  potash.  I  saw 
two  cases  of  phagadenic  syphilitic  ulceration.  In  one  of  these  patients 
the  mons  veneris  was  eaten  away,  scarcely  a  vestige  of  hair  remaining  on 
the  pubis.  The  place  presented  a  deep  and  filthy  excavation.  She  was 
improving,  at  least  she  was  better  than  when  she  came  in.  The  slough- 
ing process  had  abated,  and  the  patient  was  not  so  feeble  as  she  had 
been.  The  treatment  in  this  case  had  been  tonics  and  anodynes,  and  a 
yeast  poultice  had  been  kept  over  the  ulcer.  The  doctor  said  he  should 
soon  commence  giving  her  the  iod.  hydr.  with  some  opiate  to  allay  irrita- 
tion. The  other  case  of  phagadenia  was  not  so  far  advanced  ;  it  was  situat- 
ed in  the  groin,  involving,  by  its  extent,  the  labia  of  the  affected  side. 
Treatment  the  same  as  the  other. 

As  I  said  before,  patients  in  both  the  male  aud  female  wards  present 
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the  disease  in  all  its  forms.  Those  desirous  of  investigating  it  are  afford- 
ed here  every  opportunity  and  facility  for  pursuing  this  branch  of  study 
and  practice. 

Gonorrhoea  and  its  sequelae  are  frequently  met  with — often  in  con- 
junction with  syphilitic  disease.  I  have  spent  considerable  time  in  these 
wards,  and  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  practice  of  this  Hospital  is  re- 
marJcably  successful  ;  especially  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  patients  are  subject  to  complicated  disease,  per- 
sons of  broken  constitutions,  and  many  of  them  (male  and  female)  hav- 
ing to  be  treated  for  delirium  tremens  before  the  antiphlogistic  treatment 
can  with  any  propriety  be  employed.  The  secondary  and  tertiary  forms 
are  perhaps  more  frequent  than  the  primary ;  but  many  patients  come 
here  with  the  disease  for  the  first  time,  though  they  do  not  always  (nor 
in  the  great  majority  of  instances)  apply  for  aid  in  season.  The  beast  has 
already  set  his  "  mark  "  in  the  forehead,  and  the  poor  victim  is  doomed 
to  wear  it  all  his  days ;  reformation  will  not  remove  the  curse.  The 
treatment  of  the  primary  cases  consists  chiefly  (besides  regimen)  in  the 
administration  of  calomel  and  opium — R.  Protochlorid.  hydr.,  grs.  vj. ; 
pulv.  opii,  grs.  iij.  M.  et  div.  in  chart,  vj.  Give  one  powder  three 
times  a  day.  Calomel  is  undoubtedly  the  best  mercurial,  in  this  com- 
plaint. Its  combination  with  opium  is  a  most  valuable  adjunct,  as  all 
who  have  had  opportunities  for  testing  its  merits  in  actual  practice  will 
affirm.  I  have  so  combined  it  in  private  practice,  not  being  aware  that 
it  was  much  employed  in  this  manner  by  others.  In  cases  of  any  irrita- 
tion about  the  genital  organs,  a  distressing  general  irritation  soon  extends 
over  the  whole  body.  This  is  strikingly  the  case  in  venereal  complaints. 
The  addition  of  opium,  then,  to  the  calomel,  is  a  happy  resort,  the  ano- 
dyne soothing  the  general  disturbance,  and  also  quieting  the  local  irrita- 
tion. But  the  principal  reason  for  this  combination  is,  it  assists  us  in 
obtaining  the  mercurial  action  more  speedily  than  we  can  do  without 
it ;  and  this  is  accounted  for,  I  think,  very  satisfactorily,  opium  having 
the  power  of  diminishing  all  the  secretions  except  those  of  the  skin,  and 
the  secretions  from  this  organ  are  promoted  by  its  use  ;  the  result  is,  the 
mercury  is  retained  in  the  system,  and  is  gradually  diffused  throughout 
the  body,  its  own  peculiar  odor  generally  being  discovered  in  a  few  days. 
Consequently  less  of  the  drug  is  required  in  a  given  case  ;  and  debility, 
and  other  inconveniences  necessarily  dependent  on  the  long-continued 
administration  of  it,  are  avoided. 

The  next  to  be  spoken  of  is  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  on  the  same 
Island,  with  its  700  patients,  the  greater  part  of  whom  are  females. 
Dr.  Ranney,  the  Resident  Physician,  has  talent  and  address  which  well 
qualify  him  for  his  position.  Dr.  R.  informs  me  that  little  medicine  is 
used  in  treating  these  patients,  unless  they  are  suffering  from  fever  or 
some  other  corporeal  disease.  Dr.  R.  has  much  confidence  in  moral 
treatment.  The  doctor's  bearing  towards  his  patients  is  kind  and  indul- 
gent. During  my  visit  to  this  Hospital,  no  one  thing  gave  me  more 
pleasure  than  to  observe  the  attachment  these  poor  patients  had  for 
their  physician.    When  he  entered  a  ward,  their  countenances  lighted 
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up  with  a  joyful  expression  that  evinced  that  a  friend  had  come  to 
minister  to  them.  The  more  rational  were  polite  and  quiet,  others  sa- 
luted me  as  good-naturedly  as  one  could  wish  them  to  do.  Many  of 
them  conversed  with  my  friend  and  myself,  and  felt  flattered  by  this 
indulgence.  Some  of  the  females  were  highly  delighted  because  the 
doctor  permitted  them  to  hang  on  his  arm  as  he  passed  the  wards ; 
showing,  with  many  other  things,  that  kindness  took  the  place  of  the 
"  straight  jacket."  Of  course  there  are  some  patients  who  are  so  fu- 
rious that  they  are  necessarily  confined  in  snug  apartments. 

Many  patients  are  cured  or  improved  at  this  institution,  which,  con- 
sidering the  kind  of  patients  who  inhabit  it,  is  complimentary  both  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  the  physician  who  has  charge  of  it.  The 
causes  of  mania  are  as  various  here  as  in  similar  establishments,  no  one 
cause  having  any  particular  preponderancy.  The  buildings  are  spacious, 
and  consist  of  two  wings  running  at  right  angles  from  an  octagon,  the 
sides  of  which  are  from  30  to  35  feet  wide.  Other  buildings  for  this  de- 
partment are  now  in  progress.  The  grounds  are  high,  and  the  location 
healthy. 

On  BlackwelPs  Island,  also,  are  the  new  Alms  House  and  the  Small- 
pox Hospital.  These  contain  from  40  to  50  patients.  These  establish- 
ments are  in  charge  of  Assistant  Physicians,  and  are  regularly  attended 
by  members  of  the  visiting  Board. 

The  Nursery  Hospital,  near  the  middle  of  the  Island,  is  conducted  in 
every  respect  as  well  as  the  other  institutions ;  indeed,  it  is  under  the 
same  regulations,  and  is  a  part  of  the  same  charity  establishment.  Dr. 
Hall  is  the  Resident  Physician.  His  faithfulness  to  the  little  ones  in 
his  care  entitles  him  to  much  respect ;  and  should  he  prove  as  competent 
as  his  late  predecessor  (Dr.  Winterbotham),  he  will  earn  a  reputation 
that  will  long  survive. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  purulent  and  strumous  ophthalmia, 
scrofula  in  all  its  forms,  are  the  most  frequent  diseases — though  all  com- 
plaints incident  to  infancy  and  childhood  are  here  exhibited.  A  degree 
of  success  attends  the  treatment  of  these  disorders,  that  could  not  be 
calculated  upon  a  priori.  These  patients  being  the  offspring  of  diseased 
parents,  the  constitutions  they  inherit,  already  depraved,  are  rendered 
still  worse  by  exposure,  filth  and  starvation. 

There  are  from  1000  to  1200  children  in  this  institution.  The  num- 
ber on  the  sick  list  is  small  at  this  time.  The  home  that  is  provided 
for  these  children  is  comparatively  a  happy  one.  The  inmates  are 
sheltered,  fed,  clothed  and  instructed  much  better  than  many  children 
who  are  not  acknowledged  poor.  In  passing  through  their  rooms,  the 
tear  of  joy  steals  unwittingly  down  the  cheek,  as  we  contemplate  happi- 
ness presiding  over  the  circle  of  the  destitute,  the  orphan,  the  forsaken — 
all  noiv  protected,  guided  and  instructed,  and  this  by  the  public  chanties. 

The  kindness  of  the  physician,  the  matron  and  the  nurses,  should  not 
be  referred  to  without  alluding  to  another  who  feels  and  cares  for  the  des- 
titute, who  looks  after  these  little  ones  with  no  ordinary  degree  of  in- 
terest ;  who  in  many  ways  has  been  to  them  a  protector,  and  whose 
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fatherly  care  over  them,  both  for  the  present  and  the  future,  ought  not 
to  be  passed  unnoticed.  1  again  refer  to  the  author  of  the  document 
above  quoted.  This  gentleman,  besides  anxiously  providing  the  "  real 
necessaries ,"  often  secures  for  them  something  like  luxuries.  During 
holidays,  and  on  those  occasions  when  other  hearts  are  made  glad,  when 
side  boards  and  tables  are  loaded  with  fat  things,  these  children  are  re- 
membered. The  Commissioner  provides  for  them  a  Thanksgiving  or  a 
New  Year's  entertainment.  Illustrative  of  this,  the  poet,  in  his  stanzas 
entitled  "  The  Children  of  New  York,"  has  the  following  lines  : — 

"  Your  voices  join  in  singing — 
Sweet  childhood's  fit  employ  , 
Ye  welcome  Leonard  bringing 
Your  annual  gift  of  joy." 

The  Nursery  buildings  on  Blackwell's  Island  are  very  poor,  or  rather 
unsuited  to  the  object,  having  been  constructed  for  other  purposes ;  but 
the  inmates  are  soon  to  be  transferred  to  Randall's  Island,  about  four 
miles  from  the  former,  in  the  same  waters,  the  East  River,  where  ample 
buildings  are  in  progress  for  their  reception.  The  plan  is  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Commissioner  in  his  communication  to  the  Common 
Council  last  May.  This  work  has  been  carried  on  rapidly  since  its  com- 
mencement, and  when  finished,  the  establishment  will  be  a  Nursery  for 
"  the  world  to  pattern  after."  Nine  buildings  are  nearly  completed. 
No.  1  is  built  of  stone  ;  it  is  the  centre  building,  and  contains  school 
rooms,  the  chapel,  and  is  the  residence  of  the  family  of  the  Superintendent. 
On  either  side  of  this,  receding  10  feet  from  a  front  line,  and  150  feet  from 
the  main  building,  are  two  other  houses  for  the  larger  children — one  for 
boys  and  one  for  girls  :  125  feet  from  these  are  two  others,  about  45 
by  65  feet ;  one  a  kind  of  quarantine,  or  reception  for  new  comers  or 
those  who  are  suffering  from  infectious  diseases — the  other  for  nursery 
children  from  2  to  5  years  old,  before  they  go  to  the  department  of  the 
older  children.  200  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  main  building  are  two  hos- 
pitals, 150  feet  apart,  35  by  60  feet,  with  verandahs  enclosed  within 
the  sash,  to  be  opened  for  ventilation  by  raising  the  sash.  These  are 
constructed  with  apartments  for  the  sick,  and  separate  ones  for  the  con- 
valescent. A  large  kitchen  is  between  these  two  hospitals,  so  that  cook- 
ing and  the  like  does  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  sick  ;  an 
arrangement  which  I  consider  of  vast  importance.  There  is  also  a 
house,  20  by  25  feet,  for  the  residence  of  idiots.  Also  a  large  building 
for  doing  all  the  cooking  except  the  hospital  cooking.  The  above  estab- 
lishments are  furnished  with  warm  and  cold  baths.  Croton  water  is  con- 
veyed across  a  branch  of  the  East  River,  through  an  inverted  syphon. 
The  inmates  are  thus  supplied  with  pure  water,  in  quantities  sufficient 
for  all  purposes.  The  location  is  good,  on  high  ground,  commanding  a 
view  of  East  River  and  Long  Island,  and  everything  has  been  done 
with  a  view  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  establishment.  Ran- 
dall's Island  contains  about  160  acres,  and  is  the  property  of  the  city. 
Its  original  cost  was  $52,000  ;  when  the  buildings  are  finished,  this 
amount  will  be  increased  to  $  100,000  more.    The  children  will  have 
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good  air,  spacious  grounds  for  exercise,  and  those  who  are  old  enough, 
and  are  otherwise  qualified,  will  have  abundant  opportunities  for  horticul- 
tural and  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  above  will  give  some  idea  of  the  city's  charities  ;  but  it  does 
not  comprehend  all.  It  only  alludes  to  a  particular  group  ;  the  expenses 
for  out-door  alms,  for  chaplains  to  the  different  institutions,  he.  he,  hav- 
ing hardly  been  hinted  at.  Much  yet  remains  for  New  York  to  do, 
though  she  is  now  in  advance  of  her  sister  cities. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  all  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  "  well- 
regulated  and  well-governed  alms  houses,"  he,  to  the  communication 
of  Mr.  Leonard,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  much  that  this  paper  con- 
tains ;  and  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  the  gentleman  himself  for  much 
important  information  relative  to  it.  His  politeness  and  attention  to 
those  who  are  in  the  pursuit  of  this  kind  of  information,  is  only  equalled 
by  the  interest  and  zeal  he  displays  in  his  department,  and  the  qualifi- 
cations he  possesses  for  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

The  most  objectionable  institution  included  in  this  group,  is  the 
Smallpox  Hospital.  It  is  a  small  wooden  building,  and  is  (I  should 
judge)  badly  ventilated.  Moreover  it  is  for  the  accommodation  of  all 
persons  who  have  variola,  unless  the  patient  is  able  to  pay  his  expenses 
at  a  private  hospital ;  so  that  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  equally  candi- 
dates for  this  place,  and  in  instances  of  epidemic  smallpox  are  liable  to  be 
crowded  together  indiscriminately  into  this  contracted  apology  for  a  hos- 
pital. The  medical  profession  of  the  city  of  New  York  should  attend 
to  this  matter.  1  should  think  that  there  was  but  little  of  this  disorder 
prevailing  at  present.    A  friend  of  mine  has  had  a  case  of  the  distinct 

variety  in    street.    No  medicine  was  employed  ;  the  patient 

wras  trusted  to  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  and  recovered. 

New  York,  December,  1847.  Claudian. 


FEMALES  AND  THEIR  DISEASES* 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

This  is  a  clever,  a  very  clever  book.  It  is  unique  in  its  method,  and 
truly  felicitous  in  its  execution.  Its  form,  letters,  is  not  new.  If  we 
remember,  Morgagni's  great  quartos  are  in  letters,  too.  We  have  to 
trust  to  a  somewhat  ancient  memory  here,  for  we  lent  our  Morgagni 
about  thirty  years  ago,  and  our  good  friend  uses  him  still.  Our  Pro- 
fessor's work  is  new  in  its  tone,  its  spirit.  If,  as  he  says  somewhere, 
he  "  went  into  his  lecture  room  with  his  heart  in  his  hand,"  he  cer- 
tainly has  dipped  his  pen  in  his  own  heart  while  writing  his  book.  It  is 
so  fresh,  so  earnest,  so  trustful  and  so  truthful,  that  we  cannot  but  thank 
him,  and  feel  relieved  from  the  least  grateful  responsibilities  of  criticism 

*  Females  and  their  Diseases  ;  a  series  of  Letters  to  his  Class,  by  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  &c.  &c.  Philadelphia  : 
Lea  &l  Bianchard. 
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while  we  read,  and  while  we  write.  It  were  most  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect a  perfect  book.  Why,  the  author  tells  us  that  it  has  been  written, 
submitted  to  a  friend,  and  printed,  since  IVIay  of  this  1847 — in  about  six 
months.  Why  a  foetus  would  not  have  been  viable  at  that  time  of  testa- 
tion, unless  an  exceptional  fcetus.  The  Horatian  9  years,  more  or  less 
have  not  been  in  the  remotest  sense  completed  in  this  birth.  But  who 
will  say  that  it  is  premature  ?  Who  will  say  that  it  will  not  live  ?  Not 
we.  No,  we  feel  that  it  has  its  life  in  itself;  and  if  this  be  exceptional, 
it  will  be  for  a  short  time  only.  It  will  not  long  be  its  office  merely  to 
prove  the  rule. 

Let  the  reader  bear  in  mind  another  fact  in  this  volume's  rare  history, 
besides  that  of  the  time  of  its  incubation.  It  has  been  made  expressly 
for  the  Professor's  class.  It  is  dedicated,  and  presented  to  them.  The 
reason  ?  Prof.  Meigs  says,  "  I  could  never  find  time,  in  the  winter 
curriculum,  to  fulfil  my  duties  as  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Females 
and  Children.  I  have  taken  occasion  to  speak  to  my  class  through  the 
press.    In  doing  so,  I  cannot  but  stand  before  the  public."  p.  vi.° 

This  reason  for  publishing  explains  another  fact  in  the  volume.  WTe 
mean  the  frequent  references  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  lecture  room 
and  which  the  author  supposes  is  so  well  known  that  he  need  only  allude 
to  it.  The  work,  therefore,  is  in  no  sense  elementary,  or  rather  system- 
atic. It  rather  fills  a  gap,  a  very  important  one,  too,  which  want  of 
time  occasioned  in  the  writer's  preelections,  and  is  so  of  very  great  value 
to  his  class.  Its  interest,  however,  is  not  confined  to  them.  It  com- 
mends itself  to  the  medical  man,  whatever  may  have  been  his  study  or 
his  practice.  It  treats  of  matters  of  every-day  professional  occurrence, 
in  a  way  to  be  highly  useful.  It  is  the  work  of  an  earnest,  well-taught 
man;  and  is  that  man  speaking,  talking,  to  his  reader,  as  to  his  com- 
panion and  friend.  He  speaks  of  the  "  freedom  and  abandon  "  which 
characterize  his  book.  This  is  in  his  Introductory  Letter  to  his  class. 
To  feel  the  book,  the  reader  must  take  it  as  if  addressed  to  him  also! 
All  sorts  of  styles  are  in  the  composition  of  these  Letters,  and  there  is 
license  in  the  method  for  them  all.  They  are  colloquial,  narrative, 
grave,  humorous,  didactic,  sketchy.  What  was  in  the  author's  mind 
at  the  moment,  finds  its  ready  language  in  the  aspect  in  which  it  was 
seen,  and  is  off-hand  given  to  the  reader.  These  Letters  cannot  fail  to 
attract  attention.    They  will  certainly  reward  their  readers. 

It  was  hardly  possible  to  avoid  one  consequence  of  the  author's 
method  of  teaching  a  science.  This  is  diffuseness.  The  same  thino-  is 
said  often,  and  frequently  in  an  amount  of  language  which  a  desire 
to  be  perspicuous,  apparently  renders  necessary,  or  which  rapidly  writing 
prevents  one  from  observing.    We  give  a  single  example  : 

"  When  a  woman  has  suffered  from  such  an  accident  (labial  throm- 
bus), it  must  be  expected,  if  the  injury  be  of  a  grave  character,  that 
she  will  have  great  pain  and  constitutional  disturbance  from  it.  I'need 
not  say,  that  you  ought  not  to  leave  the  nerve  system  to  the  unmitigat- 
ed perception  of  such  painful  impressions;  but  that  you  ought  to  quell 
both  its  impressible  and  perceptive  faculties,  by  keeping  them  within 
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moderate  bounds,  by  the  use  of  anodyne  medicines  in  some  convenient 
form  ;  such  as  Dover's  powder,  which  may  be  repeated  in  doses  of  four 
grains  every  two,  four  or  six  hours,  until  the  therapeutical  end  of  its  ex- 
hibition is  attained." — p.  67.  Now  as  description  and  treatment  had 
just  been  given,  a  severer  method  or  style  must  have  been  contented 
with  adding,  for  pain,  give  Dover's  powder.  The  rapidity  of  composi- 
tion was  a  cause,  or  the  explanation  of  other  occasional  inadvertences, 
which  perhaps  are  too  few  to  be  referred  to.  In  Letter  vii.  on  ruptured 
labium,  Prof.  Meigs  says  : — 

"  Let  me  warn  you  against  the  risk  of  cutting  the  perineum  with  the 
child's  elbow.   *   *   *   olecranon  cuts  the  tissue  like  a  knife." — p.  69. 

When  speaking  of  the  union  of  such  a  wound,  the  author,  at  p.  71, 
says,  "  How,  indeed,  could  we  expect  such  a  union  of  parts  (by  first 
intention),  not  cut  by  a  sharp  instrument,  but  torn  by  violence.  The 
raw  surfaces  are  surfaces  of  laceration,  and  can,  in  the  general,  only  be 
re-accommodated  by  the  process  of  granulation — a  tedious  process."  The 
idea  conveyed  by  the  wording  of  the  two  passages  is  not  precisely  the 
same. 

What  the  author  says  of  the  danger  of  the  perineum  from  the  elbow 
is  very  important.  It  occurs  in  those  cases  in  which  the  hand  in  a 
cranial  presentation  is  applied  to  the  throat  or  face,  "  for  the  ulna  of  the 
child  lies  in  contact  with  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  and  as  it 
slides  forth,  and  comes  to  press  with  its  olecranon  on  the  fourchette, 
that  olecranon  cuts  the  tissue  like  a  sharp  knife,  Slc.  &ic."  This  is  fa- 
miliar to  every  practitioner  of  the  least  observation,  and  it  seems  impos- 
sible in  any  case  that  rupture  should  be  prevented.  A  proper  support 
of  the  perineum  will  do  this.  We  cannot  refrain  from  noting  here  what 
our  author  had  no  special  occasion  to  refer  to,  but  which  is  perhaps  as 
frequent  a  cause  of  perineal  laceration  as  the  one  he  so  particularly 
mentions.  We  mean  the  shoulder.  This  is  specially  the  case  in  instru- 
mental labor.  We  do  not  recollect  a  case  in  which  the  perineum  has 
given  way  while  the  head  was  passing.  The  fourchette  may  have  been 
slightly  torn  by  the  head,  but  the  burden  of  the  injury  is  owing  to  the 
shoulder.  This  is  true  of  lacerations  in  natural  labor.  The  reason  is 
obvious.  We  can  give  perfect  support  to  the  perineum  when  the  head 
is  upon  it.  We  can  favor  the  curve  made  by  the  head  after  it  is  fairly 
engaged  in  the  arch,  and  is  passing  the  external  organs.  But  the  pres- 
sure of  the  shoulder  is  guarded  with  difficulty,  and  especially  is  it  diffi- 
cult to  accommodate  the  part  to  the  passages.  The  slight  and  harmless 
wound  produced  by  the  head  is  liable  to  most  troublesome  increase  by 
the  shoulder,  or  grave  lesion  may  have  its  whole  cause  in  the  passage 
of  the  same  part. 

Prof.  Meigs  treats  of  the  laceration  of  the  labium,  and  with  his  charac- 
teristic practical  good  sense.  We  have  met  with  one  instance  only  of 
this  fracture  in  many  years'  practice.  In  this  the  perineum  was  obsti- 
nately undilatable,  and  the  pains  rapid  and  forcible  beyond  precedent. 
The  woman,  from  long  suffering,  had  fallen  into  that  state  of  unreason 
which  puts  all  caution  and  attempts  at  control  out  of  the  question. 
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She  was  bled  profusely.  Still  the  perineum  remained  unchanged.  The 
scalp  was  forced  through  the  external  organs,  and  pressed  upon  the  pe- 
rineum with  an  edge  like  a  knife,  the  part  itself  being  so  thinned  by 
pressure  that  one  could  hardly  pronounce  where  perineum  ended  or 
scalp  begun.  Pressure  was  steadily  maintained.  At  last,  during  a 
most  severe  effort,  the  head  was  suddenly  born.  The  perineum  was 
not  at  all  injured.  The  left  labium  was  torn  entirely  through  its  texture, 
apparently  down  to  the  ramus  to  which  the  rent  corresponded.  The 
wound  healed  readily  and  rapidity.  The  parts  came  at  once  together. 
They  were  not  disturbed  by  motion,  nor  by  the  passage  over  them  of 
urine,  lochia,  or  faeces.  They  were  soon  well,  and  in  subsequent  labors 
nothing  untoward  occurred. 

At  the  time  of  the  above  case,  the  extract  of  belladonna  was  not 
used,  for  its  alleged  power  to  increase  the  dilatability  of  the  textures  con- 
cerned. Nor  was  the  power  of  ether  in  destroying  pain,  increasing  the 
secretions,  the  dilatability — and  especially  in  suspending  the  action  of 
the  will,  and  so  taking  away  its  power  to  check  or  violently  to  add  to 
uterine  action,  then  known.  We  have  witnessed  the  power  of  ether 
to  do  all  these  things  so  often,  that  we  can  authoritatively  declare 
it,  and  add,  too,  that  in  our  whole  observation  of  it  in  midwifery  prac- 
tice, it  has  only  done  good.  We  believe  there  is  not  the  slightest  allu- 
sion to  these  agencies  in  this  the  latest  work  in  midwifery  literature 
amongst  us.  It  would  seem  that  the  use  of  ether  in  midwifery  had  not 
reached  the  author,  who  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  teachers  and 
practitioners  of  the  art. 

We  have  not  designed  in  this  notice  of  Prof.  Meigs's  work,  to  give  a 
review  of  it.  It  will  give  us  pleasure  to  recur  to  it  in  a  future  number, 
and  to  give  our  readers  more  knowledge  of  its  useful  and  very  pleasant 
pages.  For  author  and  readers,  however,  we  cheerfully  perform  another 
office.  We  would  recommend  the  work  to  the  profession.  It  contains 
forty-four  letters.  Ei^ht  of  these  treat  of  pregnancy,  of  its  disorders, 
and  of  the  puerperal  state.  In  these  letters  we  have  much  that  is  of 
daily  practical  use.  The  trouble  is  stated,  and  the  means  of  relief  given 
from  the  highest  authorities,  added  to  the  author's  own  observation,  and 
so  in  a  small  compass  much  useful  knowledge  is  given. 

Finally,  Prof.  Meigs  has  sought  in  his  work  to  give  to  his  brethren, 
and  especially  to  his  class,  a  book  which  may  be  read.  In  the  plurality 
of  our  singleness,  we  would  say,  that  we  think  he  has  not  failed. 

Boston,  Bee.  23,  1847.  W.  C. 


"  REPREHENSIBLE  PRESCRIPTIONS." 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  little  article,  in  your  last  number,  condemnatory  of  a 
certain  prescription,  was  doubtless  penned  by  some  young  gentleman, 
whose  acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  posology  has  been  obtained 
more  from  his  dispensatory  than  from  practice.    Would  it  not  be  pro- 
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ductive  of  good,  Sir,  to  the  younger  portion  of  the  profession,  if  gentle- 
men of  experience  would  more  frequently  record  in  the  Journals,  in- 
stances of  unusual  or  extra  medication  which  they  witness  in  the  course 
of  their  practice  ?    I  recollect  a  female  patient,  in  1 824,  laboring  under 
a  fungous  swelling  of  the  knee,  who  took  from  forty-five  to  fifty  grains  of 
opium,  daily,  for  many  days.    In  1843,  a  lady  was  under  my  care 
afflicted  with  uterine  cancer,  the  intensity  of  whose  suffering  was  but  par- 
tially mitigated  for  three  months  by  the  daily  administration  of  as  many 
grains  of  sulph.  morph.    By  referring  to  my  book,  I  find  that  from  June 
26  to  September  20,  she  took  forty-eight  drachms.    The  largest  quantity 
taken  in  any  one  day  was  one  drachm,  divided  into  six  doses  of  ten 
grains  each.     Mr.  J.  I.  Brown  informs  me  that  he  often  dispenses  a 
prescription,  of  from  five  to  seven  grains  of  morphia,  by  Dr.  L.,  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  I  have  not  the  honor  of  an  acquaintance,  but  whose 
reputation  in  this  city  would  not  be  injuriously  affected  by  any  charges 
of  charlatanry.    In  after  years,  I  doubt  not,  your  young  friend,  should 
his  eye  happen  to  fall  upon  his  last  week's  strictures,  will  blush  a  little 
at  the  severity  bestowed  on  one  whom  he  did  not  know,  and  smile  at  the 
confidence  with  which  his  youthful  mind  put  forth  the  prediction  of  the 
fatal  results  of  the  prescription.  I  am,  Sir,  &tc. 

427  Washington  st.y  Dec.  18.  W.  W.  C. 


CHLOROFORM— A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  ETHER. 
To  the  Sditor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Prof.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  has  lately  published  a  pam- 
phlet upon  the  use  of  chloroform  as  a  substitute  for  ether  in  preventing 
the  pain  of  surgical  operations.  A  friend  sent  me  a  copy  the  day  it  was 
published,  and  I  have  experimented  with  the  article  before  the  students 
of  the  Baltimore  Dental  College.  Although  the  tests  have  not  been 
complete,  as  indeed  they  could  not  be  in  the  few  trials  of  a  new  agent 
in  the  use  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  acquire  dexterity  and  exercise 
prudence,  I  am  satisfied  that  chloroform  is  much  superior  to  ether  and 
not  liable  to  similar  objections.  I  send,  with  this,  a  proof  sheet  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Dental  Science,  containing  Dr.  Simpson's  account 
of  this  new  agent.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Baltimore,  Dec.  19,  1847.  C.  A.  Harris. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  had  another  opportunity 
of  testing  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  chloroform  in  a  very  difficult 
operation,  and  with  complete  success.  C.  A.  H. 

[The  sheet  alluded  to  above  has  been  received.  We  have  space  this 
week  only  to  say  that  chloroform  is  the  perchloride  of  formyle — for- 
rnyle  being,  in  chemical  language,  the  hypothetical  radical  of  formic  acid, 
which  latter  is  obtained  from  the  red  ant,  and  also  latterly  from  sugar, 
starch,  and  indeed  most  other  vegetable  substances. — Ed.] 


(  443  ) 


THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 
,  By  Thomas  Miner,  M.D. 

It  is  at  once  apparent  that  incorporations  of  this  sort  are  designed  to 
produce  a  diffusion  of  "  true  science  "  among  the  members  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  Some  discrepancy  of  opinion  still  exists  in  regard  to  the 
best  manner  of  conducting  such  associations. 

In  submitting  a  few  observations  in  favor  of  the  operations  of  that 
of  Connecticut,  I  have  no  wish  to  enter  into  a  controversy  with  those 
who  entertain  views  apart  from  my  own.  I  merely  desire,  through  the 
"  Journal,"  to  lay  before  its  readers  some  of  the  leading  features  of 
this  organization,  and  the  mode  by  which  its  interests  are  best  promoted, 
and  its  business  most  satisfactorily  conducted. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  incorporation  of  this  Society,  the  first 
State  Convention  was  held  by  delegation  in  1792.  Since  that  period 
it  has  continued  to  be  represented  by  delegates,  or  fellows,  as  they  are 
termed,  elected  by  the  several  county  societies.  The  meetings  of  the 
State  Society  were  held  twice  a  year,  until  1818;  since  then,  only 
annually. 

In  point  of  practical  utility,  convenience  and  harmony,  this  system 
of  delegation  has  hitherto  operated  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  the 
members  of  the  State  Society,  and  has  contributed  powerfully  to  the 
accomplishment  of  that  object  which  its  founders  had  in  view,  viz., 
"  the  diffusion  of  true  science,  and  particularly  a  knowledge  of  the 
healing  art."  In  the  State  there  are  eight  county  societies,  which  send 
from  three  to  five  fellows  each,  making,  with  the  officers,  about  forty  in 
all.  By  this  body  all  the  business  of  the  State  Society  is  transacted. 
The  proceedings  are  all  published,  with  a  list  of  the  fellows,  and  the 
members  of  the  Society,  together  with  the  annual  dissertation,  and  copies 
sent  to  each  member  of  the  Society.  Members  of  the  Society  who  are 
not  fellows,  are  permitted  to  attend  the  meetings,  and  to  take  part  in  the 
proceedings,  but  do  not  vote.  The  effect  of  our  system  is  such,  as  to 
cause  almost  every  physician  in  the  State,  to  become  at  once  a  member 
of  the  Society.  And  in  its  operation  it  effectually  eradicates  the  pre- 
judices, brought  in  the  minds  of  some  from  abroad,  in  reference  to  the 
system  of  delegation. 

The  county  societies  have  ever  evinced  great  liberality  in  the  elec- 
tion of  fellows;  inclined  naturally  to  the  doctrine  of  rotation,  dependent 
in  some  degree  upon  the  zeal  manifested,  by  a  regular  attendance  upon  the 
meetings  of  the  Society.  The  system  imparts  to  all,  without  partiality,  the 
opportunity  of  representing,  to  the  parent  Society,  our  interests  and  our 
wishes ;  or  rather  it  renders  the  fellows  elected  the  servants  in  office  of 
the  different  county  societies.  It  is  not  the  least  of  the  beauties  of  the 
system,  that  the  duty  of  fellows  is  not  so  onerous,  but  that  those  elected 
cheerfully  attend  to  it ;  nor  is  the  office  so  inviting  as  to  create  any 
emulation,  or  competition  for  its  honors.     It  appears  from  statistics 
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that  the  attendance  of  the  fellows  elected  has  been  good,  there  not 
being  usually  more  than  one  or  two  absentees. 

In  this  way  the  business  of  the  Society  is  more  systematically  and 
efficiently  transacted  than  it  could  possibly  be  were  all  the  members 
of  the  State  Society  to  meet  in  one  body.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
fellows  elected  feel  a  greater  responsibility  than  they  otherwise  would ; 
they  are  bound  by  stronger  motives  to  attend  punctually  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  parent  Society,  and  they  are  better  prepared  to  enter  up- 
on the  transaction  of  the  business  entrusted  to  them  than  though  these 
duties  belonged  alike  to  all. 

Hartford,  December  14,  1847. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,   DECEMBER   29,    1  8  4  7. 


Tracts  on  Generation. — C.  R.  Gilman,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
New  York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  Theodore  Tellkamp, 
M.D.,  a  professor  in  Columbia  College,  have  translated  a  Tract  on  Gene- 
ration, from  the  German  of  T.  L.  G.  BischorT,  D.M.,  Professor  of  Phv- 
siology  in  Giessen.  This  is  No  1  of  a  series,  and  bears  this  title,  viz., 
"  Proofs  that  the  periodic  maturation  and  discharge  of  ova,  are,  in  the 
mammalia  and  the  human  female,  independent  of  coition,  as  a  first 
condition  of  their  propagation."  It  seems  that  the  translators  were 
not  aware  that  a  large  portion  of  this  tract  had  appeared  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette,  as  long  ago  as  1845-6,  till  they  had  made  good  progress 
in  their  own  translation.  The  tract  contains  very  curious  experiments  on 
living  animals,  some  of  which  were  necessarily  of  a  cruel  character,  and 
could  hardly  be  justified  on  the  score  that  the  interests  of  science  demand- 
ed the  solution  of  a  great  problem.  In  reading  the  details,  we  could  not 
avoid  regretting  all  the  while  that  the  subjects  of  the  experiments  could 
not  have  been  under  the  benign  influence  of  sulphuric  ether  during  the 
excision  of  the  internal  organs  of  reproduction.  There  is  no  appropriate 
pa^e  for  transcribing,  with  a  view  to  giving  a  specimen  of  the  author's 
method  of  investigation,  as  the  whole  text  is  wanted  to  show  the  nature 
and  the  results  of  Dr.  Bischoff's  investigations.  Whenever  all  the  num- 
bers are  opened  to  us  in  the  English  language,  the  real  value  of  the  pur- 
suits of  the  indefatigable  Professor  of  Giessen  may  be  more  correctly 
judged  of.  Number  one  is  warmly  recommended  to  the  watchful  exa- 
mination of  students,  as  it  contains  much  exact  knowledge  of  the  first  con- 
dition of  animal  life. 


Chailhfs  Midwifery. — This  well-known  work,  translated  a  few  years 
since  by  Dr.  Bedford,  of  New  York,  has  passed  through  a  second  edition 
in  Paris,  and  of  course  is  improved.  It  is  moreover  said  that  the  celebrated 
Paul  Dubois  (vid.  "  Spare  Hours  of  a  Student  in  Paris  "),  who  is  at  the 
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head  of  that  department  of  professional  business  in  France,  has  a  grand 
treatise  now  in  press,  the  labor  of  many  years.  The  same  author  who 
gives  this  intelligence,  slates  the  curious  fact  that  most  of  the  physicians  of 
Paris  have  risen,  by  their  talents,  from  obscurity,  and  the  lowest  classes  in 
the  community.  Among  them,  therefore,  as  might  be  expected,  are  those 
who  have  coarse  manners,  and  ungainly  persons.  Of  this  number  is  M. 
Roux,  the  first  physician  in  the  city. 


British  Monthly  Record. — On  the  first  of  January,  a  new  Medical  Jour- 
nal will  make  its  appearance  in  Manchester,  England,  under  the  editorial 
management  of  Charles  Clay,  M.D.,  a  faithful  and  industrious  writer.  It 
will  bear  the  following  title,  viz.  :  "  The  British  Monthly  Record  of  Obste- 
tric Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 
illustrated  with  wood  cuts  and  engravings."  From  the  plan  exhibited  in 
the  prospectus,  it  is  thought  that  this  will  be  a  valuable  medical  journal. 
Obstetric  medicine  is  certainly  exciting  more  attention  of  late,  than  former- 
ly ;  and  well  it  may,  since  the  profession,  with  a  few  bright  exceptions, 
have  been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  considering  that,  in  parturition,  nature 
would  take  care  of  herself,  and  secure  a  succession  of  generations,  without 
the  efforts  of  physicians  to  control  such  diseases  as  beset  the  path  of  mothers. 
But  we  shall  not  further  comment  at  this  point,  as  another  occasion  will 
offer  on  the  reception  of  Dr.  Clay's  first  number. 


Health  of  the  Sioux  Indians. — Mr.  Riggs  writes  from  Lac  qui  Parle, 
that  the  season,  up  to  September,  had  been  one  of  sickness.  Hooping 
cough,  influenza,  dysentery,  and  fever  and  ague,  had  been  prevalent. 
Many  persons  had  died — and,  at  his  station,  particularly,  the  mortality 
was  greatest  among  children.  He  gave  out  medicine  largely,  more  in  the 
character  of  an  apothecary  than  a  physician.  Frequently,  he  was  requested 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  prescribing,  which  was  done  with  reluctance. 
Powows  appear  to  be  in  little  repute  with  these  Indians,  who  have  expe- 
rienced the  benefits  of  medical  assistance  from  the  whites  ;  but,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  alarm,  when  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  advice  of  a  phy- 
sician, they  fall  back  upon  their  old  superstitious  reverence  for  the  tom-tom 
beat  on  a  rude  drum,  and  the  equally  inefficacious  uproar  of  a  grand  pow- 
ow,  under  the  guidance  of  the  conjuror,  or  native  medicine  man,  There 
are  fine  openings  for  the  benevolent  exertions  of  young  physicians,  in  the 
Indian  regions  of  the  West,  where  they  might  spend  a  season  or  two  with 
lasting  benefit  to  the  poor  aboriginals,  and  perhaps  lay  the  foundation  of 
wealth  and  influence  for  themselves,  in  after  years. 


Medical  Hospital  Officers  in  the  United  States. — Dr.  Gardner,  the  agree- 
eble  author  of  "  Old  Wine  in  New  Bottles,"  states,  in  the  fourteenth 
chapter,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  hospital  medical  officers  of  the  United 
States,  are  indebted  for  their  situations  to  rich  relations  or  powerful  friends, 
and  not  to  their  genius.  Some  of  them,  he  continues,  have  failed  to 
obtain  practice,  from  their  ignorance,  or  rough  and  brutal  manners  ;  while 
others  possess  qualifications  not  unusuallv  enumerated  in  a  medical  di- 
ploma.   "  I  wish,"  he  remarks,  "  that  I  was  not  obliged  to  say,  that  their 
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professional  brethren  sometimes  lend  their  charitable,  but  questionable,  aid 
to  their  advancement,  from  an  esprit  die  corps,  and  because  they  are  re- 
luctant to  see  them  dragging  on  a  life  of  poverty,  or  descending  to  charla- 
tanry for  a  livelihood.  Thus  the  man  whom  nobody  will  employ  of  his 
own  accord,  is  pronounced  to  be  plenty  good  enough  for  the  inhabitants  of 
a  hospital,  whose  poverty  is  the  crime  for  which  they  have  been  sentenced 
to  be  thus  treated  within  its  walls." 

This  is  bold  language,  well  calculated  to  call  out  a  reply  from  those  who 
think  there  is  no  ground  for  the  assertion  so  recklessly  made. 


Chloroform  Inhalation.  Mr.  Editor, — A  letter  received  by  the  last 
steamer  from  Dr.  W.  J.  Little,  Surgeon  of  the  London  Hospital,  and  the 
well-known  founder  of  the  Royal  Orthopedic  Institution,  contains,  with 
other  interesting  medical  intelligence,  important  information  concerning 
the  employment  of  a  new  agent  for  producing  insensibility  during  surgical 
operations  and  in  obstetric  cases.  This  new  agent,  which  it  appears  is 
exciting  much  attention  among  the  English  surgeons,  is  chloroform,  a 
substance  first  discovered  by  Soubeiran  in  France,  and  at  nearly  the  same 
time  by  Liebig  in  Germany.  Its  introduction,  however,  to  the  medical 
public  as  an  anaesthetic  agent,  is  due  to  Professor  Simpson,  of  the  Edinburgh 
University,  who  has  published  the  result  of  his  experience.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  from  Professor 
Simpson's  pamphlet,  for  which  I  am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Little,  contain 
the  most  important  items  relative  to  this  subject.  Dr.  L.  states  in  his 
letter  that  he  has  tried  and  witnessed  the  trial  of  chloroform,  and  from 
his  experience  thus  far  feels  prepared  to  say  that  "  the  facility  and  rapidity 
with  which  the  effect  is  produced,  the  absence  of  annoyance  to  the  in- 
halers and  bystanders,  the  tranquil  manner  in  which  a  person  who  has 
inhaled  recovers  from  the  state  of  insensibility,  and  the. length  of  time  he 
remains  insensible,  even  after  inhaling  the  chloroform  only  thirty  or  thirty- 
five  seconds,  give  it  prominent  advantages  over  ether."  Among  other  ad- 
vantages which  Dr.  Simpson  affirms  this  compound  to  possess  over  ether, 
are — "  its  having  an  agreeable,  fragrant,  fruit-like  odor,  and  a  saccharine 
taste  ;  that  a  much  less  quantity  of  chloroform  is  requisite  to  produce  the 
anaesthetic  effect,  usually  from  100  to  120  drops  of  chloroform  only  being 
sufficient,  and  with  some  patients  much  less.  I  have  seen,"  he  says, 
"  a  strong  person  rendered  completely  insensible  by  six  or  seven  inspira- 
tions of  30  drops  of  the  liquid.  Its  action  is  more  rapid  and  complete,  and 
generally  more  persistent.  I  have  almost  always  seen  from  ten  to  twenty 
inspirations  suffice.  Hence  the  time  of  the  surgeon  is  saved,  and  the  pre- 
liminary stage  of  excitement  is  practically  abolished.  Its  perfume  is  not 
unpleasant,  but  the  reverse,  and  the  odor  of  it  does  not  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  obstinately  attached  to  the  clothes  of  the  attendant,  or  ex- 
haling in  a  disagreeable  "form  from  the  lungs  of  the  patient.  No  sickness, 
vomiting,  headache,  salivation,  uneasiness  of  chest  in  any  of  the  cases. 
Being  required  in  much  less  quantity,  it  is  much  more  portable  than 
sulph.  ether."  The  above  extracts  I  send  you  without  comment,  as  of 
course  it  is  too  early  to  form  an  opinion,  and  will  only  add,  that  I  have 
employed  a  chemist  to  prepare  a  quantity  of  this  article,  with  which  it  is 
my  intention  to  institute  a  succession  of  experiments. 

Boston,  Dec.  27,  1847.  Buckminster  Brown. 
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Result  of  Experiments  in  Boston  ivith  Chloroform.  To  the  Editor. — 
Sir, — From  your  apparent  interest  in  the  success  of  my  discovery  for  the 
alleviation  of  pain  in  surgical  operations,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before 
the  readers  of  your  Journal  a  condensed  account  of  Prof.  Simpson's  new 
method  of  producing  insensibility,  also  the  formula  for  the  preparation  of 
the  compound  used  by  him,  together  with  the  result  of  his  experiments, 
all  of  which  he  kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  the  last  steamer,  with  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  merit  attached  to  my  previous  discovery  of  the 
application  of  sulph.  ether.  The  result  of  his  experiments  I  was  resolved 
to  test  immediately,  and  being  out  of  health  myself,  I  called  upon  Dr. 
E.  R.  Smilie,  a  person  of  some  reputation  in  chemical  science,  and  invited 
him  to  my  laboratory.  He  politely  assisted  me  in  preparing  and  adminis- 
tering the  chloroform  (the  name  given  to  the  new  compound),  also  in  ob- 
serving its  peculiar  effects  upon  the  system.  As  we  were  about  to  apply 
heat  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  from  the  mixture  of  the  following  for- 
mula— chloride  of  lime,  one  part ;  aqueous  solution,  one  part ;  rectified 
spirit,  one  twelfth  of  a  part — a  patient  opportunely  arrived  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inhaling  ether,  and  having  three  teeth  extracted  under  its  opera- 
tion. With  a  little  trouble  she  was  persuaded  to  remain  until  there  was 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  chloroform  distilled  for  the  experiment.  After  in- 
haling ether  and  allowing  its  effect  to  pass  away,  about  one  ounce  of  chlo- 
roform was  put  upon  the  sponge  previously  freed  from  the  effect  of  sulph. 
ether,  and  administered  by  the  usual  method.  In  order  to  contract  this 
communication  as  much  as  possible,  we  have  purposely  avoided  the  details 
of  the  case.  The  teeth  were  extracted  without  the  knowledge  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  we  would  say  that  the  effects  were  similar  to  those  produced 
by  ether.  Yours  respectfully, 

Saturday,  Dec.  25th,  1847.  W.  T.  G.  Morton. 


Dr.  Dixon,  of  New  York,  will  soon  bring  out  a  work  on  hysteric  affec- 
tions, and  the  physical  education  of  women. — Treatment  and  Cure  of 
Cretins  and  Idiots,  &c,  by  Buckminster  Brown,  M.D.,  from  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  has  been  re-printed  in  a  pamphlet. — A  great 
homoeopathic  meeting,  or  British  Society  of  Homosopathists,  was  held  in 
London  in  August,  of  which  Frederick  F.  Quinn,  M.D.,  is  President. 


To  Correspondents. — Papers  have  been  received  from  Drs.  S.  W.  Williams  of  Deerfield, 
Brown  of  Wilmington,  and  Cornell  of  Boston ;  also  a  second  notice  of  ChomePs  Elements  of  Pa- 
thology. Dr.  Fisher's  report  of  Velpeau's  Lectures,  alluded  to  last  week,  will  be  deferred  till  the 
commencement  of  vol.  38,  in  February,  that  it  may  all  be  comprised  in  one  volume. 


Erratum.— On  page  397,  24th  line  from  top,  for  "  trocar,"  read  toucher. 


Married, — Dr.  James  M.  Scheley,  Savannah,  Geo.,  to  Miss  M.  A.  Sullivan.— Dr.  Joseph 
Kittredge,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  to  Miss  H.  F.  Watson. 


Died, — In  Leicester,  Mass.,  Dr.  Jacob  Holmes,  69. — In  Tewksbury,  Ms.,  Dr.  Henry  Kit- 
tredge, 61. 


,  Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  25th.  57.— Males.  26— females,  31. — 
Stillborn,  4.  Of  consumption,  6 — typhus  fever.  8 — lung  fever.  4 — intemperance,  3 — inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,  1— infantile,  6— accidental,  2— child-bed,  1— diarrhoea,  1— smallpox,  2 — disease 
of  the  bowels,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — croup,  2— marasmus,  5— dropsy,  2— dropsy  on  the 
brain.  4— convulsions,  2 — dysentery,  1 — old  age,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — paralsysis,  1. 

Under  5  years,  20— between  5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years,  14— between  40 
and  60  years,  9 — over  60  years,  6. 
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Worms  found  in  the  Heart  and  Bloodvessels  of  a  Dog  ;  Symptoms  of  Hy- 
drophobia.— Drs.  Jennings,  Brown,  Thorp, and  myself,  recently  made  a  post- 
mortem examination  of  a  dog  that  died  of  supposed  hydrophobia.  The 
symptoms  were  those  characterizing  that  disease,  and  so  well  marked  as  to 
alarm  and  mislead  the  entire  community.  He  was  one  of  those  much  va- 
lued hounds,  used  in  hunting  negroes  ;  an  old  dog,  whose  health  had  been 
good  ;  fat,  ordinarily  remarkably  peaceable  ;  but  after  his  attack,  the  dispo- 
sition and  appearance  of  the  animal  were  completely  changed.  He  snap- 
ped at  every  living  thing  near  him,  assailing  dogs,  or  bitches,  acquaintances 
or  strangers  indiscriminately  ;  exhibited  dread  of  water  ;  emaciation  ;  con- 
vulsions ;  and  death  ensued  in  ten  or  fifteen  days  from  the  time  he  was 
first  observed  to  be  diseased. 

Autopsy. — The  stomach  and  other  abdominal  organs  were  healthy  ;  but 
the  large  bloodvessels  were  found  filled  with  worms  ;  the  heart  contained 
of  these  at  least  one  hundred.  The  appearance  of  the  worms  was  re- 
markably similar,  differing  only  in  length.  They  were  round,  white, 
tapering  towards  the  tail,  and  from  half  an  inch  to  four  inches  long,  the 
thickness  varying  from  one-fourth  of  a  line  to  one  line.  I  did  not  note  as 
carefully  as  I  ought  the  form  of  the  head  and  mouth,  and  I  believe  the 
same  is  true  of  the  gentlemen  who  assisted  me  in  the  examination. 

Among  the  number  of  the  bitten  dogs  was  a  pointer  puppy,  which  alone 
showed  any  symptoms  of  the  same  disease.  It  had  two  fits,  and  during 
the  second,  leaped  from  a  second  story  window,  and  was  so  injured  that  its 
owner  had  it  killed.    No  dissection  was  made  in  this  case. 

Were  the  convulsions  in  these  cases  excited  by  worms  ?  In  the  first 
case,  I  think  there  can  be  no  question  that  they  were,  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  a  seclio  was  not  made  of  the  body  of  the  *econd,  to  determine 
the  fact  whether  worms  existed  in  it  also.  Was  the  disease  hydrophobia  ? 
I  should  say  it  was  not,  from  the  fact  that  of  the  number  of  animals  bitten 
by  the  blood-hound,  but  a  single  one  exhibited  signs  of  disease  afterwards. 
Is  it  not  probable  that  many  of  the  cases  regarded  as  hydrophobic,  are  in 
reality  diseases  of  a  different  character,  resulting  from  irritation  in  some 
part  of  the  system  ?  And  may  not  worms  occasionally  be  the  cause  of  this 
irritation  ?  The  subject  appears  to  me  worthy  of  investigation,  and  repeat- 
ed examinations  of  the  bodies  of  these  animals  might  lead  to  valuable  con- 
clusions.— Dr.  T.  C.  Osborne,  inWestern  Medical  Jour.,  Oct.  1847. 


The  Prickly  Ash  as  a  remed/ial  Agent. — Opposed  as  we  are  to  the  in- 
troduction of  new  articles  of  doubtful  character  into  our  already  over-abun- 
dant Materia  Medica,  being  much  more  desirous  of  ascertaining  fully  and 
satisfactorily  the  virtues  of  those  now  admitted  and  acknowledged,  we  yet 
give  place  to  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  physician 
of  Washington,  in  this  State  : — "  You  wish  to  know  my  views  in  regard 
to  the  Prickly  Ash,  as  a  remedial  agent.  I  have  scarcely  used  it  enough 
to  predicate  an  opinion  as  to  its  real  merits  ;  though  I  am  satisfied  from 
the  trials  I  have  made  with  it  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  secondary  syphilis, 
that  there  is  no  article  more  deserving  the  attention  of  the  profession  than 
the  one  under  consideration."  Our  friend,  Dr.  Barry,  druggist,  of  this 
city,  is  now  preparing  a  syrup  from  the  extract  of  this  article. —  Southern 
Med.  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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RATTLES N A  K ES— C ROTALUS  H  OR RIDU8. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  recent  tragic  and  horrible  death  of  Dr.  Wainwright,  of  New  York, 
from  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake,  has  induced  me  to  send  you  the  follow- 
ing remarks  upon  the  venom  of  these  spiteful  reptiles ;  hoping  that 
from  them  some  useful  hints  may  be  gathered  in  relation  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  terrific  malady  caused  by  this  poison.  I  have  not  seen  the 
details  of  the  treatment  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Wainwright,  and  do  not 
know  but  it  was  perfectly  judicious.  Many  of  the  alleged  cures  of  the 
bite  of  this  venomous  reptile.  I  can  readily  believe  are  empirical.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  individuals  are  bitten  by  rattlesnakes  who 
would  never  experience  any  bad  effects  from  the  bite,  either  from  the 
poison  being  inert,  as  appears  to  be  the  case  in  certain  seasons,  or  from  its 
not  being  absorbed  into  the  system.  In  these  cases  the  last  medicine 
taken  is  supposed  to  have  effected  the  cure,  when  in  fact  it  was  as  in- 
efficacious in  the  case  as  a  draught  of  cold  water.  Many  of  our  reme- 
dies in  other  cases  come  into  vo^ue  in  this  way,  while  in  other  similar 
cases  the  same  remedy  is  entirely  useless.  I  believe  in  no  panacea  or 
specific,  in  any  case.  Whenever  the  time  arrives  that  we  have  specifics 
for  diseases,  or  certain  cures  for  them,  then  these  diseases  will  be  banish- 
ed from  the  earth.  Still  some  good  may  be  elicited  from  what  has 
been  said  by  different  writers  upon  the  articles  which  have  been  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  treatment  of  this  most  horrible  of  all  human 
complaints. 

Rattlesnakes  abound  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  particularlv  in  our 
western  and  southwestern  States.  They  were  formerly  found  in  great 
abundance  in  our  sandstone  and  greenstone  ranges  of  mountains  in  Deerfield 
and  Greenfield  ;  but  few  are  found  there  now.  Occasionally  we  hear  of 
their  being  killed  upon  Mount  Toby  and  the  ranges  of  mountains  east 
of  Connecticut  river,  in  this  County.  The  following  anecdote  in  rela- 
tion to  them,  which  was  taken  from  the  archives  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society,  was  published  in  the  Franklin  Mercury  of  Dec. 
8,  1335,  and  corroborates  the  assertion  that  rattlesnakes  were  abundant 
in  Deerfield  in  days  of  yore.  The  transaction  must  have  occurred 
nearly  one  hundred  years  ago. 

'•'  A  Mr.  Jonathan  Hawks  was  ploughing  not  far  from  the  mountain 
•23 
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called  Sugar  Loaf,  that  lies  near  the  Ferry  leading  to  Sunderland.  He 
saw  a  number  of  turkeys  corning  into  the  field  ;  he  got  his  gun  in  order 
to  kill  them,  but  before  he  was  ready  the  turkeys  made  off  up  towards 
the  mountain,  and,  as  he  was  advancing  up  the  same,  he  was  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  rattlesnakes ;  and  he  being  of  a  heroic  spirit,  and  man- 
like, loth  to  turn  his  back  and  run,  though  surrounded  by  such  spite- 
ful and  malignant  serpents  (as  those  serpents  are  the  most  spiteful  of 
any  serpents  that  crawl  upon  the  ground),  he  set  down  the  gun  )as 
they  had  none),  and  took  a  stick  that  lay  handy,  stands  his  ground  and 
fights  them,  kills  thirty-four  of  the  serpents  on  the  spot ;  the  rest  were 
so  frightened  at  the  valor  and  activity  of  the  man,  that  they  were  glad 
to  quit  the  field  of  battle  and  hide  themselves  in  the  holes  under  the 
rocks,  and  leave  the  hero  in  the  possession  of  the  field.  He  took 
thirty-three  eggs  out  of  those  he  killed  at  that  time ;  he  destroyed  sixty- 
seven  of  these  serpents." 

It  was  formerly  something  of  an  object  to  kill  them  for  their  gall 
or  bile,  and  for  their  oil.  Rattlesnake  balls,  as  they  were  called, 
were  prepared  with  the  bile  of  the  reptile,  mixed  with  prepared  chalk, 
and  formed  into  balls.  A  few  grains  of  this  taken  in  any  proper  vehicle, 
such  as  molasses,  syrup,  he,  was  considered  a  valuable  remedy  in  colic, 
and  in  all  cases  of  acidity  of  the  stomach.  The  oil  of  the  rattlesnake 
has  been  considered  by  many  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  discutients 
and  relaxants  in  contracted  joints  and  limbs,  of  any  article  in  the  materia 
medica.  I  am  not  absolutely  sure  that  there  is  not  some  truth  in  the 
remark,  having  used  it  somewhat  extensively. 

The  bite  of  the  rattlesnake  proves  almost  immediately  fatal  in  many 
instances,  particularly  in  that  season  of  the  year  when  they  are  copulat- 
ing. The  poison  then  is  much  more  active  than  at  any  other  season. 
At  other  times  it  remains  several  days  in  the  system  before  it  produces 
its  deleterious  effects.  The  rattlesnake  is  harmless  when  unprovoked, 
and  he  is  very  slow  in  his  motions,  so  that  a  person  may  often  escape 
from  him  when  he  is  seen.  He  gives  warning  of  his  attack,  by  coiling 
himself  into  a  circle,  and  in  the  act  of  coiling  he  shakes  his  tail,  which 
contains  the  rattle,  which  produces  a  peculiar  sound,  never  to  be  mis- 
taken by  those  who  have  heard  it.  He  has  the  faculty  of  moving  the 
upper  jaw,  in  the  centre  of  which  are  two  hollow,  hooked  teeth, 
connected  with  a  bag  which  contains  the  poison.  When  he  inflicts  his 
bite,  this  bag  contracts,  and  the  poison  is  infused  into  the  wound  through 
the  hollow  teeth.  In  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  according  to  Dr.  B. 
S.  Barton,  who  has  written  an  elaborate  history  of  the  crotalus  horridus, 
or  rattlesnake,  these  animals  are  almost  torpid  ;  there  is  but  very  little 
poison  in  them,  and  their  bites  may  be  inflicted  with  very  little  injury. 

The  poison  of  the  rattlesnake  exerts  its  effects  principally  upon  the 
sanguiferous  system.  When  the  poison  is  infused  into  a  large  vein  or  artery, 
Dr.  Barton  observes  "  that  death  speedily  ensues,  often  in  the  space  of  two 
or  three  minutes,"  as  he  has  been  informed  from  various  authentic  sources. 
He  continues,  "  when  the  poison  of  the  rattlesnake  has  actually  been 
introduced  into  the  general  mass  of  blood,  it  begins  to  exert  its  most 
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alarming  and  characteristic  effects.  A  considerable  degree  of  nausea 
is  a  very  common  symptom.  We  now  discover  an  evident  alteration 
of  the  pulse ;  it  becomes  full,  strong  and  greatly  agitated  ;  the  whole 
body  begins  to  swell ;  the  eyes  become  so  intensely  suffused  that  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  the  smallest  portion  of  the  adnata,  or  white  of  the 
eye,  that  is  not  painted  with  blood.  In  many  instances  there  is 
hemorrhage  from  the  eyes,  and  likewise  from  the  nose  and  ears  ;  and 
so  great  is  the  change  induced  in  the  mass  of  blood,  that  large  quantities 
of  it  are  sometimes  thrown  out  on  the  surface  of  the  body  in  the  form 
of  sweat.  The  teeth  vacillate  in  their  sockets,  whilst  the  pains  and 
groans  of  the  unhappy  sufferer  too  plainly  inform  us  that  the  extinction 
of  life  is  near  at  hand." 

A  curious  and  interesting  account  of  the  singular  consequences  of  the 
bite  of  a  rattlesnake  is  published  in  the  17th  volume  of  the  European 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal.  In  the  summer  of  1801,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Beeman,  of  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake. 
She  was  then  in  the  fourth  ,or  fifth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  Notwith- 
standing the  alarming  symptoms  commonly  attending  the  bite  of  the 
animal,  Mrs.  Beeman  recovered,  and  was  delivered  without  accident 
at  the  usual  time.  The  child  seemed  healthy,  but  no  sooner  did  it  begin 
to  suck,  than  it  turned  quite  black,  like  the  snake,  swelled  considerably, 
and  soon  died.  A  puppy  was  then  produced  to  draw  the  breast ;  the 
animal  died  in  a  few  days,  with  the  same  symptoms.  A  lamb  was  then 
tried,  and  then  a  dog,  and  three  other  lambs  successively,  which  all 
shared  the  fate  of  the  child.  A  third  dog  was  then  produced;  it  was 
attacked  with  slight  symptoms  of  the  disease,  but  survived.  The  mother 
continued  in  good  health.  Two  years  afterwards  Mrs.  Beeman  brought 
into  the  world  another  child.  Apprehensive  of  losing  it  like  the  former, 
she  sent  for  Dr.  Barton,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  long  interval  which 
had  taken  place  since  the  bite,  and  the  recovery  of  the  last  dog  which 
had  sucked  her,  prevailed  upon  her  to  suckle  her  child,  which  was  at- 
tended with  no  bad  consequences  whatever. 

The  remedies  for  the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake  have  been  as  numerous 
as  the  persons  who  have  used  them.  In  fact,  almost  every  person  who 
has  been  bitten  by  the  rattlesnake,  and  almost  all  who  have  been 
called  to  witness  or  prescribe  for  such  bite,  have  had  a  panacea,  and  this 
specific  has  differed  from  almost  any  other  ;  and  these  specifics  have,  as 
they  say,  been  traced  back  to  the  Indians,  who  certainly,  in  their  opi- 
nion, knew  how  to  cure  all  diseases.  Carver  says  the  Indians  will  at 
any  time  let  a  rattlesnake  bite  them  for  a  drink  of  rum,  which  bite  they 
instantly  cure  with  the  common  plantain  (plantago  major).  Perhaps 
they  drink  rum  enough  to  obviate  the  effect  of  the  bite,  as  I  see  it  re- 
commended in  the  papers  of  the  day,  that  spirit  is  an  infallible  specific. 
The  negro  Caesar's  remedy,  for  which  he  obtained  his  liberation  from 
servitude  from  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  was  a  decoction  of 
plantain  or  hore  hound,  the  juice  of  which  was  squeezed  out,  and  a 
tablesponful  of  it  taken  occasionally,  which  effectually  freed  the  patient 
from  danger.    He  bound  upon  the  wound  a  leaf  of  tobacco  moistened 
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with  rum.  In  a  paper  published  in  the  third  volume,  part  1,  of  Barton's 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  by  Mr.  Haynesworth,  nine  cases  of  per- 
sons bitten  by  rattlesnakes  are  recorded,  which  induced  all  the  symptoms 
which  are  usually  enumerated  as  consequences  of  the  bite  of  this  rep- 
tile, but  which  were  all  restored  by  a  decoction  of  the  plant  called  jestis 
weed,  made  by  boiling  a  handful  of  the  entire  plant  in  a  quart  of  new 
milk  down  to  a  pint,  and  giving  the  patient  a  tablespoonful  of  the  de- 
coction every  few  minutes.  Unfortunately  the  botanical  name  of  the 
plant  is  not  given  ;  and  1  have  inquired  of  all  the  students  who  have 
ever  attended  my  lectures,  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  at  the  medical 
colleges  of  New  York,  Willoughby,  Berkshire  and  Hanover,  concerning 
it,  without  obtaining  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  it.  I  have  also  pub- 
lished, through  the  medium  of  your  wide-spread  Journal,  queries  to  the 
physicians  in  the  various  parts  of  the  Union,  concerning  the  botanical 
name  and  properties  of  it,  but  have  received  no  communication  from 
any  of  them.  I  therefore  fear  it  is  entirely  lost  to  the  world,  from  not 
publishing  it  under  its  botanical  name.  , 

Mr.  Catesby,  in  his  natural  history,  mentions  a  fact,  which  he  says 
is  well  attested,  of  an  Indian  daubing  himself  with  the  juice  of  the  pur- 
ple bind  weed,  a  species  of  convolvulus,  and  then  handling,  with  his 
naked  hand,  a  rattlesnake.  A  decoction  of  the  viola  ovata,  or  rattlesnake 
plantain,  or  violet,  is  said  to  be  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  this  bite. 
(See  a  paper  of  mine  on  the  subject  of  the  violets,  in  the  American 
Medical  Journal,  and  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.)  The 
Venerable  Dr.  Henry  Wells,  late  of  Montague,  one  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble and  learned  physicians  which  Massachusetts  has  ever  seen,  success- 
fully employed  this  violet  in  these  cases.  To  his  statement  respecting  it 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  physicians.  He  was  called  to  a  patient 
who  was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake,  and  who  was  laboring  under  the  symp- 
toms of  a  diffusion  of  the  virus.  His  body  was  enormously  swollen, 
respiration  laborious,  and  his  skin  livid.  He  immediately  directed  a 
strong  infusion  of  this  plant,  and  bathed  the  body  and  wound  constantly 
with  it.  In  a  few  hours  the  tumefaction  subsided,  the  febrile  symptoms 
abated,  and  the  patient  was  considered  out  of  danger.  The  doctor 
went  to  bed,  and  left  directions  with  the  nurse  to  give  the  patient  the 
violet  tea  often  during  the  night.  The  patient  was  so  much  better  in 
the  course  of  the  night  that  the  nurse  became  negligent,  and  omitted 
the  directions,  and  fell  asleep.  From  this  suspension  of  the  remedy  the 
patient  relapsed,  his  febrile  symptoms  returned,  his  body  was  swollen 
like  a  puff  ball,  and  all  his  symptoms  were  aggravated.  The  doctor 
was  called,  and  again  directed  the  violet  as  before.  The  symptoms 
yielded,  and  from  a  continuance  of  the  remedy  two  or  three  days,  he 
was  restored,  without  the  use  of  any  other  means.  Dr.  Wells  men- 
tioned the  above  facts  to  my  father,  and  at  the  same  time  showed  him 
the  plant,  which  my  father  perfectly  recollected  when  I  collected  it  for 
preservation  in  my  herbarium.  This  plant  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  hieracum  venosum,  veiny-leaved  hawkweed,  sometimes  called 
rattlesnake  plantain,  though  the  latter  is  strongly  recommended  by 
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Rafinesque  and  others,  in  the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake.  Capt.  Carver 
mentions  salt  as  a  remedy.  The  Indians  of  New  Jersey  give  garden 
rue.  The  negroes  give  aristoloehia ;  they  likewise  use  a  kind  of  grass 
called  chicken  grass,  mixed  with  salt  and  spirit,  as  a  poultice. 

The  use  of  olive  oil  may  be  strongly  recommended  in  the  bite  of  the 
rattlesnake.  My  grandfather,  Dr.  Thomas  Williams,  formerly  a  very 
distinguished  physician  in  this  town,  once  restored  a  patient  bitten  by  a 
rattlesnake,  apparently  in  the  last  stage  of  life,  by  the  external  and 
internal  administration  of  olive  oil.  He  also  used  successfully  the  viola 
ovata  in  these  cases.  Mr.  J.  Miller,  of  Pendleton,  South  Carolina,  ob- 
serves that  olive  oil,  taken  internally  in  the  quantity  of  a  few  spoonsful, 
and  applied  to  the  bitten  part,  has  proved  itself  fully  adequate  to  the 
worst  cases,  if  timely  administered.  An  intelligent  writer  in  the  Au- 
gusta Constitutionalist  of  1833,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  per- 
sonal success  with  the  olive  oil  in  cases  of  the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake. 
Several  successful  cases  are  related.  The  inhabitants  of  Pendleton  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  it  in  all  cases,  where  cattle,  dogs,  &c,  have  been 
bitten  by  this  reptile.  He  says,  "  I  can  hardly  excuse  myself  of  crimi- 
nal neglect  in  having  so  long  omitted  to  make  thus  public  this  sovereign 
remedy  for  the  worst  of  poisons."  In  the  memoir  of  Dr.  Thacher,  in 
my  Medical  Biography,  I  have  mentioned  his  treatment  in  the  case  of 
the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake.  Near  Skenesboro',  in  1776,  "  a  soldier  had 
the  imprudence  to  seize  a  rattlesnake  by  the  tail ;  the  reptile  threw  his 
head  back  and  struck  his  fangs  into  the  man's  hand.  In  a  few  moments 
a  swelling  commenced,  attended  with  severe  pain.  It  was  not  more 
than  half  an  hour  when  his  whole  arm  to  his  shoulder  was  swollen  to 
twice  its  natural  size,  and  the  skin  became  of  a  dark  orange  color.  His 
body  on  one  side  soon  became  affected  in  a  similar  manner,  and  nausea 
at  his  stomach  ensued.  The  poor  man  was  greatly  and  justly  alarmed  ; 
his  situation  was  very  critical.  Two  medical  men  besides  myself  were 
in  close  attendance  for  several  hours.  Having  procured  a  quantity  of 
olive  oil,  we  directed  the  patient  to  swallow  it  in  large  and  repeated 
doses,  till  he  had  taken  one  quart,  and  at  the  same  time  we  rubbed 
into  the  affected  limb  a  very  large  quantity  of  mercurial  ointment.  In 
about  two  hours  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  perceive  the  favorable  effect 
of  the  remedies.  The  alarming  symptoms  abated,  the  swelling  and  pain 
gradually  subsided,  and  in  about  forty-eight  hours  he  was  happily  re- 
stored to  health  !"  The  testimony  in  favor  of  the  olive  oil  is  so  weighty 
in  these  cases,  that  it  may  be  strongly  recomended. 

Dr.  Bricknell,  of  Savannah,  has  found  that  the  virus  of  the  rattle- 
snake is  an  acid,  and  says  that  the  appropriate  remedies  are  alkalies. 
The  East  Indian  physicians  use  alkalies  for  the  bite  of  snakes.  The 
Abbe  Fontaine,  who  tried  above  six  thousand  experiments  with  the  poi- 
son of  the  viper,  has  clearly  demonstrated  that  nitrate  of  silver,  or  lunar 
caustic,  with  him  was  the  appropriate  remedy. 

1  hope,  among  all  the  remedies  enumerated,  some  of  them  may  prove 
successful  in  these  awfully  terrific  cases. 

Deerfteld,  Ms.,  Bee.  20th}  1847.       Stephen  W.  Williams,  M.D. 
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TYPHUS  FEVER    IN  1847. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  treatment  of  typhus  fever  has  been  and  is  growing  a 
more  interesting  topic  among  physicians  ;  and  the  abundant  room  for 
improvement  in  the  treatment,  ought  to  excite  to  action  every  energy  of 
intellect  with  which  physicians  are  endowed  for  its  advancement,  it  being 
the  common  "  scourge  "  to  every  location  of  hill  or  valley  in  New  Eng- 
land, without  regard  to  age,  sex,  or  any  other  condition.  The  amount 
of  suffering  which  it  causes  is  nearly  equal  to  the  congregated  suffering 
caused  by  all  other  epidemics  prevalent  among  us.  If  physicians  would 
report  their  method  of  treatment,  and  their  success  under  any  particu- 
lar mode,  they  would  assist  greatly  in  illuminating  those  of  less  expe- 
rience and  not  fully  established  in  their  own  minds,  as  well  as  edifying 
all.  You  have  been  so  condescending  as  to  publish,  in  your  Journal, 
some  of  my  former  sketches  on  the  subject,  and  I  thought,  if  my  ex- 
perience of  late  would  shed  one  ray  of  light  or  communicate  one  valua- 
ble idea  to  the  young  practitioner,  it  would  afford  me  gratification  to  re- 
late it. 

I  have  been  recently  called  to  visit  about  forty  patients  suffering  under 
typhus  fever.  My  course  of  treatment  has  not  varied  much  in  its  gene- 
ral application,  but  I  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  variations 
from  the  common  course  of  the  disorder,  and  endeavored  to  apply  a 
remedy  to  the  organ  most  prominently  affected.  I  have  found,  when 
the  head  has  been  the  organ  primarily  and  violently  seized  (which  has 
generally  been  the  case,  and  sometimes  with  such  severity  as  to  produce 
delirium  for  a  week  or  more),  that  blistering  the  arms  nigh  to  the 
shoulders  has  afforded  immediate  relief,  and  has  been  preferable  to  my 
old  custom  of  blistering  the  scalp.  I  have  also  made  applications  of  cold 
alcohol  and  water,  vinegar  and  water,  and  pure  cold  water,  to  corres- 
pond to  the  patient's  peculiarity  of  constitution  or  preferences,  to  the 
part  affected. 

I  hardly  know  an  instance  where  this  treatment  has  not  afforded 
results  which  were  equal  to  my  expectations.  I  have  seldom  drawn 
blood,  and  never  except  in  cases  of  strong  plethoric  constitutions,  attend- 
ed with  local  pain,  violent  heat,  and  strong,  full  pulse.  I  have  com- 
menced generally  by  administering  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  or  wine  of  anti- 
mony when  there  is  nausea,  and  if  not,  cal.  with  jalap  or  gamb.  to 
robust  bilious  males,  but  in  common  cases  either  salts  and  senna,  oil  or 
rhubarb,  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  patient's  peculiar  circumstances. 
After  a  suitable  course  of  evacuations  at  the  commencement  of  the  at- 
tack, I  give  nitrate  potass,  in  small  doses,  from  two  or  three  to  ten  or 
twelve  grains  once  in  four  or  six  hours,  according  to  the  degree  of  heat 
which  pervades  the  system,  and  wine  of  antimony  combined  with  cam- 
phorated tinct.  of  opium  in  doses  adapted  to  the  patient's  age  and 
strength,  to  operate  as  a  sudorific,  as  often  ;  and  continue  this  course  in 
diminished  doses  as  the  fever  abates,  as  long  as  the  unnatural  heat  con- 
tinues.   I  sometimes  substitute  the  nitrous  ether  for  the  nitrate  of  potass. 
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where  it  agrees  better  with  the  patient.  Sinapisms  to  the  feet  for  pain 
in  the  head,  and  to  the  seat  of  local  pains  in  other  places,  have  proved 
useful.  For  forty  years  past  I  have  been  led  to  reject,  from  time  to  time, 
every  variety  of  stimulus  in  any  stage  of  typhus,  which  has  the  least 
tendency  to  produce  an  excited  pulse  or  induce  heat.  I  have  found 
Dover's  powders  one  of  the  best  anodynes  and  sudorifics,  and  most 
congenial  to  my  patients,  at  night,  for  general  application.  I  have 
seldom  given  cathartics  after  the  first  evacuations,  except  for  costiveness. 
A  continued  warm  perspiration,  even  to  profusion,  has  proved  favorable, 
and  I  believe  the  pores  of  the  skin  to  be  the  most  natural  outlets  of  the 
virus  which  constitutes  fever.  The  present  season,  as  heretofore,  many 
of  my  patients,  at  the  third  week,  have  called  for  fermenting  oi  sweet 
cider,  which  has  relished  exquisitely  and  apparently  with  benefit.  One 
of  the  most  trying  incidents  for  the  physician  and  patient  is  to  control 
the  inordinate  hunger  which  takes  place  in  convalescence,  owing  to  the 
patient's  inability  to  control  his  desire,  through  impaired  mental  energy 
consequent  upon  physical  debility. 

To  some  physicians  there  will  seem  an  apparent  want  of  energy  in 
my  practice ;  but  in  reply  I  can  say,  that  forty  or  more  of  my  last 
patients  who  have  gone  through  a  course  of  typhus  fever,  have  all  re- 
covered under  this  "  inert"  course  of  treatment,  in  from  three  to  s& 
weeks;  some  of  them  restored  to  better  health  than  they  had  pre- 
viously enjoyed.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  boasting  of  my  exploits,  but 
can  say  that  a  good  Providence  has  preserved  the  lives  of  my  patients, 
and  I  can  boast  of  not  having  killed  any  of  them  ;  and  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded that  one  of  the  great  secrets  of  curing  patients  is  not  to  kill 
them. 

I  should  like  to  be  informed  whether  there  is  not  danger  in  giving 
inwardly,  in  any  quantity,  strychnia,  creosote,  prussic  acid,  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  a  host  of  other  virulent  caustic  poisons  ;  and  whether  some 
of  them  would  not  have  a  tendency  to  cauterize  or  constringe  the  deli- 
cate absorbents  and  other  vessels  of  the  digestive  organs  ;  and  whether 
such  medicines  have  congeniality  or  affinity  enough  with  the  membranous 
and  vascular  portions  with  which  they  come  in  contact,  to  become 
sanative  medical  agents  ;  or  whether  they  would  not  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  obstructions  and  those  ulcers  which  we  meet  with  in  post-mor- 
tem examinations,  in  those  subjects  who  die  of  typhus  fever.  An  answer 
in  your  Journal  by  some  medical  friend  would  be  acceptable. 

With  much  respect,  your  ob't  serv't,       Silas  Brown. 

Wilmington,  Mass.,  Dec.  20,  1847. 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  TEETH —NO.  VI. 
By  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  N.  York. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  the  two  last  classes  of  teeth  the  deposition  of  salivary  calculus  is  at 
times  in  very  great  quantities.    The  collection  of  "  tartar"  has,  in  com- 
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mon  with  the  teeth,  of  late  years,  received  a  large  share  of  practical  at- 
tention, but  not  to  that  extent  which  it  demands.  It  has  indeed  been 
the  subject  of  many  theories,  some  quite  humorous  and  others  deserving 
respect.  Some  have  supposed  if  to  be  exhaled  from  the  substance  of 
the  gums,  others  think  that  it  is  built  up  by  animalcula,  similar  to  "  coral 
reefs,"  and  numerous  members  of  the  dental  profession  ascribe  it  to  the 
absence  of  "  cleanliness." 

Salivary  calculus,  I  opine,  occupies,  or  rather  its  elements  occupy,  a 
more  important  position  and  influence  upon  the  system,  than,  from  its 
apparent  insignificance,  has  been  supposed.  Robert  Arthur.  Esq.,  Doc- 
tor of  Dental  Surgery,  in  his  excellent  "  Treatise  on  the  Teeth,"  con- 
firms the  physiological  view  which  I  have  taken  upon  this  subject. 

It  is  computed  that  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  pounds  of 
saliva  in  quantity  is  secreted  every  twenty-four  hours.  Its  elements  or 
constituent  principles  in  health  constitute  mucilage,  albumen,  phosphate 
and  oxalate  of  lime,  and  phosphate  of  ammonia  and  magnesia.  In  dis- 
ease the  saliva  is  acidified,  especially  in  aphthous  children,  or  when 
suffering  from  gastric  affections. 

Enderlin's  researches  yield  the  following  results  in  regard  to  the  con- 
stituents of  the  saliva,  and  which  forms  the  basis  of  salivary  calcirfus. 


The  constituents  soluble  in  » >  ater. 
Tribasic  phosphate  soda  (3  Na  O,  P  05), 
Chlorides  of  sodium  and  potassium,  5. 
Sulphate  of  soda,  - 

Constituents  insoluble  in  IVater. 
Phosphate  of  lime, 

"  magnesia, 
peroxide  of  iron,  - 


Loss, 


28.122 
61.930 
2.313 


5.509 
2.124 


Tribasic  phosphate  soda,  - 
Chloride  sodium,  - 

"     potassium,  - 
Sulphate  soda,  - 
Phosphate  of  lime.  - 

"  magnesia,  -       -  - 
Oxide  of  iron,  with  phosphate  of  iron, 


22.1 

54.769 
4.416 
2.461 
3.636 
0.769 
10.77 


"  Fares  of  Adults"  (Berzelius). 


Chloride  sodium  and  alkaline  sulphates. 
Tribasic  phosphate  of  soda,  - 
Phosphate  of  lime  and  magnesia, 
Sulphate  of  lime,  -       -       -  - 
Phosphate  of  peroxide  of  iron,  - 
Silica.  


1.367  ) 
2.633  S 
80.373  ) 
4.530  { 
2.090  \ 
7.940  J 


4.000  soluble  salts. 


94.933  insoluble  salts. 


"Water, 
Solid  residue, 
Mucin,  ) 
Albumen,  $ 
Water  extract, 
Alcohol  extract, 
Fat. 

Chloride  sodium. 


'  Pulmonary  Mucus'7  (Nasse). 

955.320  Sulphate  soda,  0.400 

44.480  Carbonate  soda,  0.198 

22.750  Phosphate  soda,  0.080 

1.004  Phosphate  potash,  £0974 

8.006  with  traces  of  iron,  $ 

1.810  Carbonate  potash,  0.291 

2.887  Siiica  and  sulphate  )  q  55- 

5.825  of  potash,  ] 


From  the  analysis  of  the  saliva  Enderlin  conceives  that  saliva  enters 
largely  into  the  chemistry  of  digestion  and  in  the  formation  of  the  blood. 
In  Its  normal  state  saliva  is  alkaline  and  gives  off  ammonia,  but  the  se- 
cretion of  the  mucus  of  the  mouth  is  acid.  The  evaporation  of  a  drop 
of  saliva  gives  rise  to  a  beautiful  crystalline  arrangement,  similar  in  form 
to  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia. 

I  look  upon  salivary  calculus,  in  all  respects,  as  being  analogous  to  wrm* 
ary  calculus.    It  partakes  of  all  the  physical  appearances,  consistence, 
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mottled  strata,  hardness,  softness,  friableness,  &c.  &£C,  presented  in  the 
various  calculi  of  the  urinary  organs.  It  is  generally  deposited  upon 
those  teetli  of  imperfect  combinations  of  their  constituents,  and  rarely,  if 
ever,  upon  those  teeth  (if  we  except  during  sickness,  or  a  sediment,  as 
it  were,  upon  the  inside  of  the  teeth  after  "  indisposition  ")  perfectly 
organized  and  belonging  to  a  sound,  healthy  constitution.  When  it  is 
present  in  such  cases,  a  semicircular  line  of  calculus  is  discovered  imme- 
diately under  the  edges  of  gums,  encircling  the  neck  of  the  teeth  ;  in 
form  it  is  like  an  inverted  crescent  upon  the  edge  of  the  enamel,  where 
it  blends  with  the  external  lamina  of  the  bone  of  the  tooth.  It  is  a  very 
dense  and  exceedingly  hard  concretion,  requiring  considerable  force  to 
remove  it  from  the  teeth,  and  fractures  with  a  sharp  clicking  sound.  I 
conceive  this  species  of  "tartar''  to  be  more  destructive  to  the  al- 
veoli than  any  other.  It  gradually  insinuates  itself  down  the  fang  of  the 
tooth,  and  in  many  cases  I  have  seen  that  it  has  destroyed  or  rather 
severed  the  nerve  at  its  entrance  to  the  foramen  of  the  tooth  at  the 
apex  of  the  fang,  which  it  has  entirely  closed,  and  of  course  has  de- 
stroyed the  aperture  through  which  the  vital  membrane  passed  into  the 
dental  chamber.  The  dento-alveolar  periosteum  being  pushed  away 
and  destroyed,  carrying  by  absorption  the  alveoli  with  it,  the  teeth, 
in  a  perfectly  sound  state,  fall  from  their  positions.  So  hard  is  this  con- 
cretion upon  the  fan^s  as  to  require  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  bone  to  relieve  it  from  its  embrace.  Microscopic  examination 
discovers  that  this  calculus  exists  in  a  crystalline  state,  and  by  its  irri- 
tating effects  frequently  causes  what  is  supposed  to  be  neuralgic  pains. 

The  next  form  of  salivary  calculus,  is  of  a  soft,  friable,  pulverant  na- 
ture. It  is  of  two  kinds,  the  simple  phosphate  of  lime  and  the  ammo- 
niaco-magnesia  phosphate  of  lime,  with  the  usual  combinations  of  animal 
matter  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  oxalate  of  lime  upon  investigation 
will  be  found  to  exist  in  large  quantities. 

We  find  it  deposited  on  the  teeth,  and  not  upon  the  flesh,  but  upon 
such  substances  as  answer  the  analogous  purpose  of  the  nuclei  in  the 
bladder  for  the  deposition  of  calculus  upon  them.  Salivary  calculus  is 
found  deposited  on  artificial  bone  or  porcelain  teeth,  on  the  silver  or 
gold  plates,  and  also  on  the  dead  fangs  of  teeth  ;  but  the  absorbing 
process  prevents  its  deposition  on  exposed  alveoli.  It  sometimes  is 
found  in  the  Whartonian  duct  in  one  form  of  ranula.  Salivary  calcu- 
lus has  been  extirpated  from  this  duct  as  large  as  a  hazel  nut,  and  a 
hog's  bristle  in  the  case  of  a  shoemaker,  presented  to  the  Anatomical 
Society  in  Paris,  by  M.  Robert,  exhibited  the  nucleus  for  the  formation 
of  the  calculus  attached  to  or  embracing  it. 

It  is  generally  deposited,  as  I  have  heretofore  mentioned,  upon  those 
teeth  of  imperfect  combinations  of  their  constituents,  and  rarely,  if  ever, 
if  we  except  a  sediment  thrown  down  consequent  upon  the  abnormal 
secretions,  super-induced  by  ordinary  "  indisposition,"  or  in  larger  col- 
lections in  the  confirmed  diseased.  Disease,  as  particularly  perceived  in 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  increasing  the  exhalation  of  acid  and  alkaline  matter, 
their  combination  precipitates  and  forms  these  concretions  or  corroding 
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acidified  matter  upon  the  teeth  according  to  the  one  in  excess,  and 
which  is  not  to  be  seen  upon  teeth  of  a  healthy  constitution  and  habits, 
while  the  healthy  secretions  are  preserved.  It  collects  in  great  quantities  in 
strumous  and  rickety  children,  and  from  the  readiness  of  the  saliva  to 
become  putrid,  we  find  the  acidified  matter  eating  into  and  destroying 
the  teeth.  Jn  aphthous  and  teething  children,  this  is  a  great  cause  of 
local  and  constitutional  irritation,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  one 
cause  of  the  bronchial  irritation  and  sympathetic  cough  superinduced 
by  the  immense  quantity  of  glairy  mucus  exhaled  from  the  bronchial 
cells  consequent  upon  a  sub-inflammatory  action,  from  a  metastasis  of 
action,  as  we  daily  observe  in  extensive  superficial  burns.  In  mothers 
of  strumous  diathesis,  whilst  nursing,  tartar  accumulates  in  large  quan- 
tities, or  canker  sores  afflict  the  mouth,  and  a  filthy,  acrid,  corroding, 
green  acidified  matter,  occupies  the  place  of  the  tartar,  which  "  eats  " 
into  the  enamel  and  bone  of  the  teeth,  often  rendering  them  so  exqui- 
sitely painful  as  to  be  almost  useless. 

In  the  increased  secretion  of  saliva  in  teething  children,  who  shall  say 
that  the  "  dribbltngs,"  by  which  it  is  generally  known,  and  which  are 
considered  by  the  nurse  as  a  good  "  sign,"  do  not  discharge  an  im- 
portant office  in  conveying  to  the  absorbents  and  secretive  powers  the 
quota  of  lime  so  necessary  to  the  formation  of  the  teeth?  The  sub- 
stance of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane,  developing,  as  it  does,  the  large 
and  numerous  openings  into  its  substance,  its  close  contact,  and  identify- 
ing itself  so  intimately  with  the  aheolo-dcntal  periosteum,  which  originally 
formed  the  sacs  containing  the  germs  of  the  teeth,  the  absorption,  then, 
of  the  lime  1  think  may  be  accounted  for,  and  the  absence  of  salivary 
calculus,  upon  the  teeth  of  healthy  children,  and  its  presence  upon  those 
whose  secretive  powers  are  injured  by  trashy,  indigestive  unnecessaries 
with  which  maternal  fondness  !  cram  their  progeny — thus  irritating  and 
destroying  the  healthy  activity  of  the  lymphatic  system.  Daily  may  be 
seen,  upon  the  dissecting  table,  infantile,  and  other  subjects,  which  had 
been  of  strumous  diathesis,  with  limy  concretions  in  the  substance  of  the 
lungs,  the  liver,  and  in  two  instances,  I  have  seen  in  the  spleen,  and 
in  the  bladders,  which  no  doubt  are  here  deposited,  in  the  hurry,  as  it 
were,  of  the  system,  or  the  vis  vita,  and  vis  medicatrix  naturre,  exerting 
their  influences  to  get  rid  of  the  superabundance  of  lime,  now  refused, 
although  necessary  to  the  several  disordered  systems  of  the  animal 
economy  ;  or  the  surcharged  particles,  not  being  able  through  their  pro- 
per organs,  to  make  their  healthy  required  deposits,  seek  an  exit  by 
other  channels,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  enter  into  chemical  combinations 
and  depositions.  In  adults  where  the  teeth  are  deficient  in  lime,  this 
peculiar  characteristic  presents  itself.  The  absorbents  of  the  gums  and 
teeth  are  more  active,  as  if  they  were  endeavoring  to  take  up  the  lime 
deposited  upon  them  .  In  old  age,  salivary  calculus  is  deposited  in  im- 
mense quantities,  the  animal  economy  no  longer  requiring  the  usual  sup- 
ply of  lime.  Hence,  "  gravel  "  complaints,  stone  in  the  bladder,  loss 
of  hair,  dry  pinched  nails,  ossification  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  deposi- 
tions in  the  joints  and  partial  ossification  of  portions  of  the  ligaments, 
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and  the  irritations  of  all  the  large  excretory  and  vital  exhalant  organs, 
are  as  much  consequent  upon  this  exciting  cause  as  the  pouring  out 
of  surcharged  bile  will  cause  biliary  "complaints,"  and  as  other  organs 
being  either  surcharged  or  deficient  in  their  secretions  and  excretions, 
have  their  several  influences  upon  the  general  system.  That  the  lime 
is  necessary  to  the  animal  economy,  does  not  require  my  aid  to  establish. 
That  its  continuous  supply  is  necessary  to  the  formation,  continuation 
and  permanency  of  the  bones,  and  the  other  portions  of  the  "  system," 
falls  under  our  daily  observation.  1  have  had  opportunities  of  observ- 
ing many  illustrations  of  this,  and  I  may  here  speak  of  the  happy  effects 
in  the  exhibition  of  lime  (aqua  calcis)  in  gun-shot  wounds,  at  least  so 
in  the  latitude  of  Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  most  amusing 
illustration  of  the  want  of  lime  and  the  effects  of  its  presence  came  under 
my  notice  on  my  voyage  from  South  *A.merica  to  "  sunny  France."  We 
had  omitted  to  procure  gravel  for  the  poultry,  and  in  a  few  days  after  we 
were  "at  sea  "  the  poultry  began  to  droop,  and  wound  up  their  afflic- 
tion with  the  "  pip,"  or,  as  the  sailors  termed  it,  the  "  scurvy."  Their 
feathers  fell  from  their  bodies,  and  it  was  perfectly  ludicrous  to  see  the 
numerous  w«feathery  tribe,  in  the  most  profound  misery,  moping  away 
their  time,  in  an  utter  state  of  nudity.  Amusing  myself  one  day  by 
fishing  up  "gulph  weed,"  which  floated  in  immense  "fields"  upon  the 
surface  of  the  ocean,  I  shook  from  it  numerous  small  crabs,  about  the 
size  of  a  pea.  The  poultry,  with  one  accord,  roused  themselves  from 
their  torpor,  and  seemingly,  as  if  by  instinct  aware  of  the  therapeutic 
qualities  of  these  interesting  animals,  they  partook  of  them  with  greater 
avidity  than  any  invalid  ever  swallowed  the  "  waters"  at  the  "  springs." 
After  a  few  hours  the  excellence  of  the  remedy  was  apparent ;  the 
"roosters"  began  to  crow,  the  hens  to  strut  and  look  saucy,  and  in  a 
few  days  they  all  appeared  in  quite  a  holiday  suit  of  feathers,  derived 
from  the  lime,  the  constituent  part  of  the  crab  shells.  In  regard  to  the 
density  of  the  teeth,  it  may  be  summed  up  in  the  comparison,  that  as 
the  feather  of  the  chick  is  to  the  feather  of  the  fowl  (a  sort  of  dentition 
wkh  them),  so  are  the  deciduous  to  that  of  the  permanent  teeth. 
JSeiv  York,  December  23d,  1847. 


THE  LATEST  "DISCOVERY." 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Among  the  "  discoveries  "  of  modern  times  we  have  one  made 
by  a  physician  in  New  York,  which  in  point  of  importance  and  novelty 
should  "  rank  the  inventor  with  the  illustrious  Jenner,"  and  should 
prompt  the  profession  to  a  monumental  commemoration. 

The  "  discovery  "  consists  in  the  following  new  method  of  "  cau- 
terizing the  throat  and  air  passages,"  according  to  the  following  re- 
cipe, viz.  : — 

Take  a  whalebone  eighteen  inches  long,  having  the  end  bent  over  a 
circle  whose  diameter  is  four  inches.    To  this  bent  extremity  fasten  a 
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piece  of  sponge  of  the  size  of  a  K  piece  of  chalk,"  and  well  moistened 
with  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  one  drachm  or  less  to  the  ounce. 
After  seating  the  patient,  and  directing  him  or  her  to  "  gape  with  won- 
der and  amaze,"  hold  the  whalebone  with  its  armed  sponge  within  two 
feet  of  the  patient's  nose.  Then  attach  to  the  straight  end  of  the  instru- 
ment a  splendid  agate  handle  about  six  inches  long,  and  screw  upon  its 
extremity  a  magnificent  gold  head.  The  instrument  is  now  ready  for 
use,  and  if  the  patient  is  green  enough,  it  may  be  thrust  down  his  or  her 
throat,  and  the  doctor's  hand  may  then  be  thrust  in  like  manner  deep 
into  his  or  her  pocket  in  pursuit  of  a  fee,  large  enough  to  pay  for  so 
splendiferous  an  instrument. 

This  same  savan  is  said  to  "  attempt  the  cure  of  tuberculous  con- 
sumption "  in  this  scientific  way,  following  this  cauterizing  with  the  ex- 
cision of  the  tonsils,  or  a  slice  of  their  "  follicular  cells,"  whenever,  on 
looking  down  the  throat,  he  can  "  see  the  enemy." 

It  will  not  do  to  laugh  at  the  novelty  of  this  "  discovery,"  for  a  puff  has 
has  been  procured  for  it  in  England  !  and  "  gold  medals  "  from  the  Empe- 
ror of  "  Nova  Zembla  and  the  Lord  knows  where,"  are  expected  by  the 
next  packet.  Indeed  the  exhibition  of  the  slices  cut  from  the  palate  and 
tonsils,  of  the  crowds  thronging  the  doctor's  office,  which  are  said  to  be 
pierced  with  a  needle  and  strung  upon  a  thread  like  so  many  peach  kernels  ; 
and  which  are  duly  labelled  with  the  names  and  titles  of  the  unlucky  wights, 
male  and  female,  whose  throats  have  been  swabbed  and  cut  after  this 
fashion,  furnishes  a  museum  to  gull  the  ignorant  and  unwary.  So  that  it 
is  said  the  fees  yielded  by  this  "  discovery "  are  large  and  numerous 
enough  to  warrant  any  expenditures  in  the  way  of  advertisements  under 
the  cover  of  laudatory  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers,  and  to  procure 
quantum  sufficit  of  criticism  in  his  favor,  and  abuse  of  any  who  presume 
to  question  the  £:  originality  of  his  discovery,"  or  to  rebuke  his  empiri- 
cism and  effrontery.  They  are  done  anonymously,  though  with  great 
pomp  and  circumstance,  thus  avoiding  all  responsibility.  Their  author- 
ship, though  surmised  by  the  profession,  is  concealed  by  artful  means 
from  the  necessary  proof,  and  the  fictitious  signature  is  a  mask  which 
protects  the  party  employed  in  this  work,  from  exposure  and  castigation. 

Under  such  a  state  of  facts,  it  is  not  marvellous  that  replies  and  re- 
joinders should  be  anonymous,  as  they  ought  to  be,  until  some  responsi- 
ble writer  will  append  his  name.  Yours,  he.        Justus,  Jr. 


CHOMEL'S  ELEMENTS  OF  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY* 

[The  following  notice,  from  a  friend  in  a  neighboring  city,  of  a  new  work 
alluded  to  in  the  Journal  of  week  before  last,  has  been  received,  and  is 
given  as  a  second  notice  of  a  book  which  well  deserves  this  additional 
attention.] 


*  Elements  of  General  Patholoev,  by  A.  F.  Chomel  ;  translated  from  the  French  by  F.  E. 
Oliver  and  W.  W.  Morland.     pp.458.  'Wm.  D.  Ticknor '&  Co.,  Boston. 
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We  hail  with  genuine  pleasure  the  appearance,  in  a  beautiful  English 
dress,  of  this  truly  classical  and  admired  work  of  the  justly  celebrated 
French  teacher.  Cliomel  is  most  eminently  a  practical  writer.  He  deals 
with  fcicts  ;  and  though  his  arrangement  of  these  is  worthy  of  all  praise 
for  its  clearness  and  vigorous  exactitude,  he  avoids  systems,  and  thus  it 
is,  that  the  faithful  student  is  enabled  to  generalize  as  much  from  the 
observations  of  this  great  master,  as  if  the  facts  enumerated  passed 
before  his  own  eyes.  The  numerical  method,  in  its  main  features,  was 
early  adopted  by  Chomel ;  and  although  he  yields  to  Louis  in  the  fervency 
with  which  he  appeals  to  medical  statistics,  and  in  the  truthful  applica- 
tion of  the  numerical  method  to  the  study  of  pathology,  he  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  pioneer  of  that  method,  and  the  authority  for  which  M. 
Louis  had  the  profoundest  reverence. 

What  can  be  more  instructive  than  the  author's  description  and  esti- 
mate of  symptoms.  How  they  clear  the  mind  of  the  student  and 
practitioner  from  the  clouds  and  doubts  engendered  by  the  appreciation 
of  the  manuals  and  works  of  reference  which  he  consults.  No  better 
answer  to  the  medical  vagaries  and  reputed  new  systems  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  need  be  given  than  the  author's  remarks  on  the  rules  of  experi- 
ment in  medicine,  and  especially  in  therapeutics.  The  most  credulous 
mind  in  following  his  remarks  is  sure  to  be  deterred  from  hasty  conclu- 
sions. And  then  the  diagnosis  of  disease  unfolds  itself  with  a  per- 
spicuity and  brevity  that  divests  the  subject  of  the  dryness  and  tedious- 
ness  that  almost  frighten  a  student  in  some  of  the  best  English 
authorities. 

The  translation  is  executed  with  idiomatic  exactness,  and  though 
literal  is  as  fluent  and  unrestrained  as  an  original  work.  It  is  the  author 
speaking  his  own  thoughts  in  the  English  language.  The  translators, 
Drs.  Oliver  and  IVlorland,  have  divided  the  work  very  exactly  between 
them,  and  have  fixed  the  initial  of  their  name  to  each  portion  of  t'  "r 
respective  labors.  While  their  few  short  notes  are  valuable  and  ap,,o- 
site,  they  have  judiciously  abstained  from  crowding  the  text^as  j& 
too  frequently  the  case  in  translations,  with  unimportant  and  medjpliH 
ditions,  which  serve  only  to  display  the  conceitedness  of  editors  ands 
translators,  while  they  unnecessarily  enhance  the  price  of  the  work. 

As  an  elementary  work  it  is  just  what  is  needed  by  the  medical  stu- 
dent. Before  entering  upon  the  special  pathology  of  the  dissecting 
room,  or  the  autopsies  of  private  practice,  he  needs  to  be  told  the  cha- 
racter of  the  facts  which  come  before  him.  Before  yielding  his  mind 
to  the  deductions  of  clinical  observations,  he  needs  to  acquire  a  just  ap- 
preciation of  the  value  of  symptoms  and  of  therapeutical  agents. 

As  a  work  of  reference  to  the  young,  and  indeed  to  every  practitioner, 
it  has  a  value  that  is  contained  in  no  other  volume  in  the  range  of  our 
reading.  It  is  prefixed  by  a  full  and  exact  table  of  contents,  and  has, 
at  the  end  of  the  volume,  a  still  more  generous  index  for  convenient  re- 
ference. Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  comprehensiveness  of  the 
work  by  quoting  a  single  sentence  from  the  author's  preface.  "  The 
definition  of  disease  in  general,  and  the  mode  of  defining  each  one  in 
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particular ;  the  nomenclature,  seat,  causes,  and  precursory  phenomena  of 
diseases  ;  their  symptoms,  progress,  duration,  and  varied  terminations  ; 
convalescence,  consecutive  phenomena,  relapse  and  recurrence  ;  the  dis- 
tinction of  genus,  of  species,  and  of  pathological  varieties  ;  complica- 
tion, diagnosis,  prognosis,  anatomical  changes  and  treatment ;  the  inti- 
mate nature  of  diseases,  their  classification,  and  the  examination  of  the 
principal  works  upon  general  pathology,  are  each  the  subject  of  a  special 
chapter."  The  work  is  got  up  in  a  single  octavo  volume,  in  the  hand- 
somest style  of  Ticknor  and  Co.,  at  a  price  which  brings  it  within  the 
means  of  all.  And  we  hope  those,  especially,  who  need  a  rudimental 
work  on  the  important  topics  comprehended  in  this  digest,  will  hasten  to 
provide  themselves  with  a  copy.  It  should  have  a  place  in  every  stu- 
dent's library,  however  limited.  P. 
December  ZOth,  1847. 


HEMIPLEGIA  REMOVED  BY  ELECTRO-MAGNETISM. 
lOommimicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

A  gentleman  in  a  neighboring  town  was  taken  with  partial  paralysis 
of  the  left  side  of  the  body.  The  left  arm  and  leg,  with  the  foot,  were 
considerably  affected .  Slight  shocks  or  twitches  were  felt  almost  every 
day.  He  was  a  laborer  in  a  boot  manufactory,  and  had  spent  seventeen 
hours  of  the  twenty-four  in  his  employment.  He  had  lived  rather  spar- 
ingly, and  become  considerably  enfeebled.  He  had  been  treated  by 
several  physicians  for  four  or  five  months  before  he  came  to  me  ;  first 
upon  a  depleting  plan,  and  then  upon  a  stimulating  one.  But  the  diffi- 
culty was  not  removed  by  either.  I  advised  him  to  try  galvanic  elec- 
tricity. He  did  so,  and  followed  it  every  other  day  for  six  weeks. 
His  paralytic  affection  immediately  began  to  disappear,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  six  weeks,  he  had  been  entirely  free  from  it  for  two  weeks. 
Several  weeks  have  since  passed,  and  he  has  felt  nothing  of  it  since. 
He  used  the  current  passed  in  various  directions  through  the  extremities, 
the  head  and  the  trunk.  The  application  was  made  every  other  day 
for  about  fifteen  minutes  each  time.  It  is  his  impression  that  he  would 
have  recovered  immediately  if  he  had  tried  this  remedy  at  the  first ;  but 
of  this  I  am  doubtful.  I  have  generally  found  it  succeed  better  in  those 
cases  which  have  lasted  for  several  weeks  under  the  use  of  other  reme- 
dies, than  when  applied  to  very  recent  affections.  Why  it  is  so,  I  am 
unable  to  say,  but  such  has  been  my  experience  in  several  cases  where 
the  remedy  has  been  tried.  That  it  has  been  essentially  serviceable  in 
this  case,  and  in  several  others  of  considerable  standing,  which  have 
come  under  the  care  of  the  writer,  he  cannot  doubt. 

Boston,  Dec.  25,  1847.  W.  M.  Cornell. 
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New  Ancesthetic  Agent. — Dr.  J.  Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  will  please 
accept  our  thanks  for  the  favor  of  his  pamphlet.  His  discovery  is  making 
a  sensation,  and  the  success  of  the  chloroform,  thus  far,  in  the  United 
States,  must  be  gratifying  to  him.  He  has  himself  been  very  successful 
in  its  use  in  midwifery  cases;  and  Dr.  Protheroe  Smith,  of  London,  re- 
ports several  cases  in  the  Lancet  in  which  it  has  been  administered  with 
complete  success  in  labor.  Having  used  sulphuric  ether  for  the  last  seven 
months  in  obstetric  practice,  Dr.  S.  is  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
merit  of  the  two  articles,  and  he  does  not  hesitate  to  award  that  of 
superiority  to  the  chloroform.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society,  the  subject  was  brought  before  the  members — one  of  whom,  hav- 
ing tried  the  new  agent,  states  that  it  was  preferable  in  many  respects  to 
ether,  although  it  was  impossible,  he  said,  that  anything  could  be  more 
efficient  than  the  latter,  as  it  was  capable  of  totally  preventing  the  pain 
in  every  operation  in  which  it  might  be  properly  applied.  Mr.  Burnett, 
Tremont  Row,  in  this  city,  has  the  chloroform  for  sale.   See  advertisement. 


Theory  of  Population. — One  of  the  remarkable  books  of  the  age,  which 
deserves  far  more  attention  than  it  appears  to  receive,  is  from  the  pen  of 
an  English  gentleman,  Thomas  Doubleday,  Esq.,  on  the  true  laws  of  popu- 
lation. He  dwells  with  earnestness  on  points  that  have  heretofore  been 
either  overlooked,  or  wholly  neglected,  by  those  wise  writers  on  political 
economy,  who  have  rested  from  their  labors  with  apparent  self-satisfaction, 
from  an  idea  that  they  had  solved  great  problems,  on  which  the  organiza- 
tion, if  not  the  stability  of  society,  depends.  The  objects  of  this  Journal 
forbid  us  from  tracing  the  progress  made,  in  former  times,  in  the  study  of 
those  laws  which  govern  the  increase  or  diminution  of  human  beings,  and 
their  relation  to  the  food-producing  capabilities  of  the  inhabited  portions  of 
the  globe.  In  touching  upon  a  subject  so  recently  examined  by  one  of  the 
most  original  thinkers  of  the  day,  we  can  only  give  the  essence  of  the 
author's  views,  without  making  as  many  extracts  as  we  should,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  crowding  out  the  legitimate  matters  of  medicine  and 
surgery. 

Mr.  Doubleday  thus  introduces  himself  to  philosophers. 

First.  When  the  existence  of  any  one  species,  animal  or  vegetable,  is 
threatened,  there  is  a  stimulus  to  increase. 

Secondly.  If  any  species,  animal  or  vegetable,  receive  an  immoderate 
supply  of  aliment,  or  become  plethoric,  it  does  not  reproduce  itself  at  all. 

Thirdly.  If  moderate  aliment  be  administered,  it  re-produces  itself,  with- 
out increasing. 

Fourthly.  If  equal  portions  of  the  species  be  put  in  these  different  states, 
the  decrease  of  one  portion  will  be  compensated  for  by  the  increase  of  ano- 
ther, and  the  numbers  of  the  whole  will  remain  as  before. 

A  generous  diet,  therefore,  on  this  theory,  maintained  in  a  family,  tends 
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to  its  ultimate  extinction,  without  some  countervailing  influence  to  sustain 
it.  -The  decrease  of  the  baronetage,  and  the  wasting  away  of  the  peerage, 
in  England,  are  adduced  with  much  ingenuity  by  Mr.  Doubleday,  to  prove 
his  theory;  and  it  is  related  as  a  historical  fact  that  the  only  way  in  which 
the  oldest  families  in  that  kingdom  have  been  kept  in  existence,  is  by  an 
occasional  marriage  into  a  lower  rank.  The  failure  is  asserted  to  be  in 
the  prolific  character  of  the  males.  The  same  thing  is  noticeable  in  this 
country,  in  the  wealthiest  circles.  In  consequence  of  a  succession  of  mar- 
riages, contracted  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  property  in  one  undisturbed 
line,  the  male  members,  after  a  while,  disappear,  and  the  females  inherit 
from  one  to  the  other,  till  at  length  those  possessions,  which  several  suc- 
cessive generations  guarded  with  a  prudent  reference  to  monied  alliance, 
fall  to  some  remote,  unacknowledged  off-shoot,  who  had  nothing  but  a 
sound  constitution.  The  Quakers,  in  England,  a  full-fed ,  comfortably  clad 
sect,  who  never  find  it  necessary  to  buffet  fortune,  and  wrho  intermarry 
among  themselves,  are  diminishing  in  numbers.  How  is  it  in  respect  to 
that  denomination  of  excellent  people  in  America  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  in  new  settlements,  where  a  constant  effort  is  de- 
manded to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  families  without  children  are 
anomalies.  Many  children  are  born,  and  raised,  too.  All  cities  bear  evi- 
dence of  the  multiplying  tendencies  of  those  who  are  least  of  all  able  to 
maintain  a  numerous  progeny.  Thus,  the  inmates  of  by-lanes,  old  tene- 
ments, cellars  and  garrets,  and  the  laboring  classes  generally,  in  both  town 
and  country,  actually  people  a  nation. 

An  approach  to  starvation,  or  even  an  apprehension  of  it,  according  to 
Mr.  Doubleday,  positively  produces  an  increase  of  population.  This  may 
be  proved  by  reference  to  facts.  Six  men  and  ten  women,  the  Bounty 
mutineers,  on  Pitcairn's  Island,  in  1790  had  increased  to  forty-eight  in 
twenty-four  years — and,  at  the  last  advices,  to  ISO.  There  is  no  grain  on 
the  island  ;  but  fish,  bread  fruit,  and  greens,  are  almost  the  only  food.  Ire- 
land, poor,  famished,  starving  Ireland,  is  notoriously  the  most  prolific  coun- 
try known  to  modern  times.  Were  the  inhabitants  bountifully  fed,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Doubleday's  theory,  they  would  begin  to  deteriorate.  An  in- 
telligent traveller,  very  recently  from  Ireland,  says  that  the  vast  emigration 
from  that  afflicted  country  has  not  relieved  it  at  all — because  there  have 
been  more  births  than  removals.  By  this  newly  discovered  law,  the  British 
government  cannot  indulge  a  hope  of  having  the  weight  of  the  pauper  bur- 
den lightened  while  a  perpetual  hunger  reigns  among  the  people. 

Great  prosperity,  says  Mr.  Doubleday,  and  luxury  in  living,  check 
increase  :  starvation,  destitution,  or  a  state  bordering  upon  either,  stimulate 
and  encourage  it.  Excessively  enriching  the  soil  forces  plants  to  run  to 
straw  :  excessive  eating,  gluttony,  and  drunkenness,  prevent  reproduction 
of  our  species.  China  and  Ireland  are  overstocked,  simply  because  there 
is  never  food  enough  ;  yet  the  former  buoy  up  their  hope  with  the  com- 
forting proverb,  that  there  never  was  a  mouth  icithout  something  to  put 
into  it. 


Fractures  in  the  Vicinity  of  Joints. — When  alluding,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, to  the  reception  of  a  volume  from  the  Dublin  press,  entitled  "A 
Treatise  on  Fractures  in  the  Vicinity  of  Joints,  and  on  certain  forms  of 
accidental  and  congenital  dislocations,  by  Robert  William  Smith,  M.D.,  of 
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the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,"  &c,  justice  was  not  rendered  to 
the  author.  A  subsequent  examination  has  revealed  to  us  the  excellencies 
of  this  strictly  practical  work.  It  is  not  made  up  of  a  tissue  of  theoretical 
speculations,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  addressed  on  subjects  that  neither 
require  speculative  suggestions  to  heighten  their  interest,  nor  extra  exer- 
tions to  fix  the  attention  of  the  reader.  Dr.  Smith  introduces  himself 
modestly  to  the  surgeons  of  his  own  country  with  this  observation — "  The 
object  which  I  have  had  in  view  in  submitting  the  following  pages  to  the 
consideration  of  the  profession,  has  not  been  to  present  a  systematic  treatise 
upon  the  extensive  subject  of  fractures  and  dislocations,  but  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  that  most  difficult  portion  of  it — fractures  in  the  vicinity  of  joints ; 
and  even  here  I  have,  for  the  most  part,  limited  myself  to  the  considera- 
tion of  those  of  which  I  had  most  experience,  the  differential  diagnosis  of 
which  I  found  to  be  attended  with  greatest  difficulty,  and  whose  anatomical 
characters  I  have  had  the  most  frequent  opportunities  of  investigating." 
Dr.  Smith  has  arranged  his  observations  under  ten  chapters,  constituting  an 
elegant  octavo,  of  314  pages,  accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  beauti- 
ful illustrations,  almost  equalling  copper  plates  in  the  delicacy  of  their 
finish.  If  there  were  nothing  but  these,  selected  from  his  own  practice, 
without  a  word  of  text,  it  would  be  said  that  his  industry  in  collecting 
them  was  an  acceptable  contribution  to  the  archives  of  surgery.  Our 
limits  forbid  a  minute  detail  of  the  variety  of  things  set  before  the  profes- 
sional student,  in  conducting  a  chapter  to  its  termination,  and  a  mere  title 
of  each,  is  all,  therefore,  we  can  afford  to  lay  before  them.  Chap.  I. — On 
the  diagnosis  and  pathology  of  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  II. — On 
chronic  rheumatic  arthritis  of  the  hip  joint.  III. — Fractures  of  the  bones  of 
the  fore  arm,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wrist.  IV. — Fractures  of  the  humerus, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  shoulder  joint.  V. — Fractures  of  the  acromial  extremity 
of  the  clavicle.  VI. — Dislocations  of  the  bones  of  the  foot.  VII. — Congenital 
luxations  of  the  wrist  joint.  VIII. — Congenital  dislocations  of  the  shoulder. 
IX. — Dislocations  of  the  lower  jaw.  X. — Additional  observations  on  frac- 
tures of  the  radius,  dislocations  of  bones  of  the  foot,  and  congenital  luxations 
of  the  wrist. 

It  must  not  be  inferred,  from  the  apparent  scantiness  in  the  titles  of  these 
chapters,  that  there  is  also  a  meagreness  in  the  chapters.  Every  person 
who  gives  them  a  close  perusal,  will  arrive  at  our  own  conclusion,  it  is 
believed,  in  acknowledging  their  obligation  to  the  distinguished  author. 
He  has  filled  a  void  ;  and  not  only  that,  his  cases  furnish  so  much  to  fall 
back  upon — where  and  when  a  doubt  comes  over  the  practitioner — that  wo 
hope  American  medical  libraries  may  be  enriched  by  this  book  of  good 
authority. 


Dr.  Gibson's  Introductory. Although  this  lecture,  introductory  to  a 
course  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  on  the  table 
a  week  or  two,  a  temporary  absence,  together  with  the  accumulation  of  a 
pyramid  of  various  things  for  examination,  has  wholly  prevented  us  from 
devoting  that  special  attention  to  it,  which  the  position  of  the  author,  a 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  oldest  institution  for  teaching  medical  science 
in  America,  obviously  demands.  Narrations  of  events,  of  travels,  and  of 
the  lives  of  distinguished  men  in  the  various  walks  of  life,  possess  an  irre- 
sistible charm  to  a  majority  of  readers,  and  those  public  speakers  are  most 
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successful  in  commanding  the  attention  of  an  audience,  who  dwell  specifi- 
cally  on  such  narrations.  Dr.  Gibson  has  the  tact  for  telling  a  story- 
well,  and  his  annual  introductory  lecture  is  always  something  new.  He 
pursues  a  course  exclusively  his  own — and  we  hope  he  never  will  deviate 
from  it ;  for  should  he  attempt  the  prosy,  monotonous  system  of  some  very 
eminent  professors  when  similar  opportunities  occur  for  propagating  their 
peculiar  views,  if  they  have  any,  he  would  fall  far  below  the  culminating 
point  in  this  kind  of  literature.  There  are  kinds  of  vanity  quite  pardona- 
ble in  some  men,  that  could  not  be  tolerated  in  others  ;  and  there  are  styles 
of  writing,  too,  which  are  expected,  and,  indeed,  highly  relished  from  cer- 
tain sources,  that  would  be  quite  out  of  place  from  others. 

We  are  gratified  with  glimpses,  in  Dr.  Gibson's  lecture,  at  Sir  David  Brew- 
ster,'Dr.  Carpenter,  Le  Verrier,  Earl  Ross,  Dr.  Forbes,  Prof.  Faraday,  Dr. 
Pritchard,  and  half  a  hundred  others,  whose  names  ring  over  the  globe  in 
connection  with  the  sciences  which  they  have  successfully  cultivated  and 
taught.  Dr.  Gibson  fairly  transfuses  some  of  his  own  enthusiasm,  when 
talking  over  matters  about  Europe,  into  the  dullest  sort  of  reader.  Had  he 
dwelt  with  far  greater  minuteness  on  every  descriptive  topic'  brought  for- 
ward, even  to  the  number  of  buttons  on  Prof.  Owen's  coat,  he  would  have 
been  sure  of  pleasing  one  person  at  least — our  humble  self.  In  no  other 
so  readily  accessible  manner,  could  we  have  known  so  much  of  Dr.  Hodg- 
kin  or  his  laborious  researches.  Who  will  not  watch  with  peculiar  inter- 
est the  future  movements  of  Dr.  Henry  Bird,  Mr.  Dalrymple  and  Dr.  H. 
Norton  Shaw,  after  the  perusal  of  this  discourse  ? 


Relation  of  Chemistry  to  the  Vital  Force. — D.  P.  Gardner,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Medicine,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  class,  has  allowed  his  introductory 
to  the  present  course  on  chemistry,  to  be  published.  Dr.  G.  has  an  open 
field  before  him  for  distinction,  since  there  never  was  a  better  opportunity 
than  at  the  present  moment  for  striking  a  new  chord,  and  making  this  too 
long  neglected  science  in  the  schools,  hold  the  place  that  is  due  to  its  im- 
portance. The  lecture  is  a  very  good  production,  and  will  repay  the  reader 
for  perusing  it — which  is  more  than  some  pamphlets  will  do. 


Worcester  District  Medical  Society. — A  correspondent  alludes  to  the  fact 
that  the  list  of  officers  of  this  Society  has  not  been  published,  for  several  years 
past,  in  the  annual  pamphlet  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  The  reason 
given  in  the  pamphlet  is  that  there  was  "  no  return."  He  thinks  that 
with  the  present  facilities  for  communication  between  Worcester  and  Boston 
returns  might  easily  and  seasonably  be  made.  The  following  statements 
respecting  the  District  Society  are  copied  from  his  letter. 

"  The  Worcester  District  Society  has  held  at  least  one  meeting  annually 
since  its  organization,  more  than  half  a  century  ago ;  and  for  some  years 
back  it  has  held  three  meetings  in  each  year,  at  which  medical  papers 
have  been  read  and  discussions  held,  which  were  often  interesting  and 
profitable  to  the  members.  It  numbers  more  than  fifty  active  members — 
has  a  valuable  library  which  has  been  gradually  increasing  for  a  long  time, 
and  contains  many  rare  books.  It  has  recently  been  favored  with  a  legacy 
of  six  thousand  dollars  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  appro- 
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priated  to  the  purchase  of  books,  apparatus,  <Scc,  and  which,  if  it  is  judi- 
ciously managed,  will  produce,  in  another  half  century,  a  library  of  much 
importance  to  the  Society.'' 


Inhalation  Apparatus. — Dr.  Luther,  a  dentist,  at  45-5  Washington  street, 
in  this  city,  calls  our  attention  to  an  apparatus  invented  by  him  for  the  in- 
halation of  ether.  In  the  use  of  the  sponge,  as  now  so  generally  prac- 
tised, he  savs  that  he  has  found  that  the  "ether  comes  in  direct  contact 
with  the  face  of  the  patient,  producing  irritation  and  soreness  of  the  face 
and  lips.  The  ether  is  constantly  dripping  from  the  sponge  upon  the  pa- 
tients, which  is  unpleasant  to  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  the  article 
itself.  In  exhaling  through  the  sponge,  a  large  proportion  of  the  vapor  is 
driven  from  it  and  lost,  causing  the  atmosphere  of  the  whole  room  to  be 
highly  charged  with  it.  When  a  second  application  is  necessary  in  dental 
operations,  the  blood  from  the  mouth  stains  the  sponge,  thereby  preventing 
the  op?ration  from  being  done  in  that  neat  manner  which  is  always  desira- 
ble." His  inhaler,  he  says,  is  free  from  all  ihese  objections,  and  reference 
is  made  to  several  eminent  physicians  of  this  city,  who  regard  it  as  supe- 
rior to  any  other  instrument.    It  is  intended  for  chloroform  or  ether. 


Etherization  by  Chloroform.  To  the  Editor. — Dear  Sir, — Your  Jour- 
nal was  the  first  to  announce  the  discovery  of  ether,  and  I  observe  that  it 
has  already  recognized  the  improvement  in  etherization.  "  Chloroform  n 
is.  as  I  learn,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  pure  chloric  ether.  Chloric  ether 
of  the  shops,  is  chloroform  dissolved  in  alcohol,  deprived  of  which  it  is  fit 
for  use.  To  prepare  chloroform,  shake  water  and  chloric  ether  together  in 
a  glass  vessel ;  the  water  combines  with  the  alcohol,  and  chloroform  falls  to 
the  bottom.  It  is.  therefore,  heavier  than  water,  while  ether  is  lighter. 
The  following  are  its  advantages  : — Its  taste  is  pleasant;  it  excites  less 
cough  ;  its  odor  does  not  infect  the  house  or  the  individual;  and  a  small 
quantity,  averaging  100  drops,  suffices  to  produce  insensibility. 

Analogy  will  show7  that  the  effects  of  chloroform  should  be  those  of  ether  ; 
and  experience  abroad  and  here  has  confirmed  this  view.  In  the  cases  I  have 
seen,  the  narcotism  has  been  a  little  less  complete  and  durable  ;  but  when 
we  shall  have  an  abundance  of  the  pure  chloric  ether  it  is  quite  provable  its 
effects  will  prove  to  be,  in  proportion  to  its  strength,  identical  with  those  of 
common  sulphuric  ether.  Though  chloric  ether  was  included  in  the  origi- 
nal sp?cirication  of  the  invention,  there  is  now  an  opportunity  for  those  of 
our  Philadelphia  friends  who  do  not  like  ether  to  try  chloric  ether.  The  way 
is  open,  too,  for  new  inhalers.  The  fluid  stimulates  the  skin  and  is  said 
to  vesicate.  H.  L  B. 


To  Corrf.sponpf.x T^. — Dr.  Tabor's  Historical  Sketch  of  Tobacco.  Dr.  Lawrence's  Report 
from  Children's  Infirmary,  and  Dr.  Holt's  account  of  Dysentery,  have  been  received. 


Report  of  Deaths  i?i  Boston — for  (lie  week  ending  Jan.  1st,  57. — .Male*.  52 — females.  25. — 
Stillborn,  6.  Of  consumption.  11— dropsy,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — typhus  fever,  S — lung 
fever,  o — scarlet  fever,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  '-—disease  of  the  lungs.  1 — disease  of  the 
heart,  2 — marasmus,  4 — old  a?e,  1 — diarrhoea,  1— dysentery,  1 — inrlammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — 
child-bed.  1 — croup,  o — teething.- — convulsions,  3 — infantile.  2 — smallpox.  1 — apoplexv,  1. 

Under  o  years,  23 — between  5  and  20  years,  3 — between  20  aud  40  years  17 — between  40 
and  60  years,  12 — over  60  years.  2. 
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Treatment  of  Burns. — M.  Johert,  of  the  Hopital  St.  Louis,  has  tried  the 
prolonged  application  of  ice  to  severe  burns,  and  this  with  the  most  happy 
results.  Two  cases  occurring  recently  in  his  practice  are  briefly  recorded 
in  UTJnion  Medicate  A  man  was  brought  into  the  hospital  with  a  deep 
and  extensive  burn  of  the  right  hand — a  burn  so  bad,  that  the  two  last 
phalanges  of  the  index  and  middle  fingers  sloughed  and  required  amputa- 
tion. The  other  fingers  were  much  less  deeply  injured,  but  yet  very 
severely  ;  the  calf  also  presented  a  large  scar.  M.  Jobert  applied  lint, 
spread  with  cerate,  immediately  to  the  wounds,  and  over  this  placed  some 
bladders  filled  with  ice,  which  were  kept  constantly  applied,  the  ice  being 
frequently  renewed.  No  febrile  reaction  took  place  ;  the  sloughs  separated, 
and  cicatrization  went  on  rapidly,  without  the  formation  of  bands  to  con- 
tract. The  other  case  was  still  more  severe,  and  occurred  in  a  young  man 
employed  in  a  match  factory,  who  was  burned  by  the  deflagration  of  a 
mass  of  phosphorus  which  he  was  preparing.  The  entire  face  was  burned  ; 
the  globe  of  the  right  eye,  including  the  cornea  itself,  was  covered  by  a 
burnt  scab,  which,  on  separating,  has  left  a  large  ulcerating  surface,  suppu- 
rating copiously  ;  the  forehead,  nose,  and  cheeks,  were  also  implicated  in 
the  burn.  The  use  of  the  ice,  in  the  preceding  manner,  has  prevented  the 
development  of  any  of  those  inflammatory  accidents  which  are  so  common 
in  burns  so  extensive  ;  febrile  reaction  has  been  scarcely  sensible  ;  the 
pulse  hardly  increased  in  frequency  ;  and  the  pain  very  moderate.  There 
has  been,  however,  a  little  delirium,  but  connected,  according  to  M.  Jobert, 
not  with  the  general  state  of  the  system,  but  with  the  local  inflammatory 
action  going  on  in  the  eye.  Cicatrization  has  proceeded  quickly,  and  no 
cellulo-cutaneous  bands  have  formed  ;  the  new  skin  formed  is  smooth  and 
even,  and  the  production  of  new  tissues  has  taken  place  with  perfect  regu- 
larity. — London  Lancet. 


Mortality  in  England. — The  quarterly  return  of  the  registrar-general  of 
the  health  and  mortality  in  117  districts  of  England  has  just  been  pub- 
lished, from  which  it  appears,  that  the  deaths  registered  in  the  past  quarter 
were  49,479 — a  number  less  by  1948  than  were  registered  in  the  corres- 
ponding quarter  of  1S46,  but  7007  more  than  the  corrected  average  of  the 
September  quarters  of  1838-46.  It  is  stated  that  upon  the  whole  there  is 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  country.  In  London  there  has 
been  no  sign  of  improvement ;  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Sep- 
tember quarters  of  1845  were  10,987,  in  1846  they  amounted  to  12,601, 
and  in  1847  had  increased  to  13,187.  The  mortality  remains  high  in 
Birmingham,  Dudley,  Wolverhampton,  and  in  many  of  the  towns  of  Lan- 
cashire ;  in  Leeds,  Hull,  York,  and  Sunderland.  The  returns  from  the 
other  towns  of  the  kingdom  present  nothing  unusual,  the  mortality  being 
much  the  same  as  in  previous  years. — Ibid. 


Chloroform. — Yesterday,  Mr.  Liston  removed  two  encysted  tumors  from 
the  head  of  a  lady,  who  was  rendered  insensible  by  the  inspiration  of  chlo- 
roform. A  drachm  of  the  chloroform  was  put  into  the  common  inhaler, 
and  ten  or  twelve  inspirations  were  sufficient  to  produce  complete  insensi- 
bility, when  the  tumors  were  removed. — Ibid. 
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CHILDREN  3  INFIRMARY,  BOSTON. 
To  lh.3  Editor  of  ths  Boston  Medical  and  Sargical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir. — As  you  have  requested  me  to  furnish  some  details  respect- 
ing the  institution  Under  my  charge.  I  enclose  you  a  short  account  of  its 
results  for  the  last  ten  months  during  which  it  has  been  in  operation.  I 
am  the  more  willing  to  do  this,  as  the  charity,  though  a  private  one,  and 
supported  by  the  beneficence  of  one  individual  whom  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  name,  must  possess  some  interest  in  the  estimation  of  your 
readers,  from  the  fact  of  its  being  an  undertaking  somewhat  different 
from  any  heretofore  attempted  in  this  community.  It  is  left  to  the 
reader  to  judge,  from  the  facts  given,  how  far  the  benevolent  intentions 
of  its  patron  have  been  fulfilled.  The  beds  are  thirty  in  number,  and 
they  have  never  been  wholly  occupied  at  the  same  time.  It  was  there- 
fore thought  expedient  to  allow  adult  patients,  of  both  sexes,  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  institution  until  all  the  beds  should  be  required  for  children. 
This  regulation  is  still  in  force,  and  there  is  consequently  a  ward  de- 
voted to  men,  and  another  to  women.  The  greatest  number  of  patients 
at  any  one  time  was  seventy-five ;  and  estimating  the  average  sojourn  of 
those  admitted,  twice  as  many  persons  might  have  been  provided  for  dur- 
ing the  time  since  the  opening  of  the  Infirmary. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  has  been  174 — 51  males, 
123  females.  The  number  of  out-door  patients  treated  at  the  Infirmary, 
about  60.  Of  the  patients  admitted,  there  were  Irish,  14*2:  American, 
21  :  English,  7  ;  Scotch,  2  ;  French,  2.  Above  the  age  of  15  there 
were  57  :  below  that  age,  117. 

The  diseases  for  which  they  were  admitted  were  as  follows : — Fever, 
66;  ship  fever,  11:  diseases  of  the  bowels,  20;  extreme  prostration 
and  emaciation,  generally  arising  from  the  privations  of  a  long  sea  voy- 
age, 14;  bronchitis,  9;  pneumonia,  7;  scrofula,  6;  rheumatism,  5  ; 
phthisis,  4  ;  stomatitis,  4  ;  diseases  of  the  eye,  4  ;  amenorrhcea,  3  ;  icterus, 
2  ;  anaemia,  2;  diseases  of  the  skin,  3  ;  dyspepsia,  2 :  disease  of  the  ute- 
rus, 1  ;  cynanche  tonsillaris,  1  ;  pleurisy,  1  ;  ascites,  1  ;  hydrocephalus, 
1  ;  gangrene  of  the  vulva?,  1  ;  the  remainder  uncertain. 

The  results  of  the  above  cases  were  as  follows  : — Recovered,  121  ; 
relieved,  9  ;  not  relieved,  14;  not  treated,  4  ;  died,  11  ;  now  under 
treatment.  15.    Of  the  deaths,  2  have  been  from  tvphoid,  2  from  ship 
24 
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fever,  I  died  with  pneumonia,  1  with  pleurisy,  1  with  phthisis,  1  with 
dysentery,  2  from  prostration,  1  from  gangrene  of  the  vulvae. 

As  to  the  treatment  adopted,  very  little  medicine  has  been  administer- 
ed, as  a  general  rule,  to  the  children  ;  and  more  has  been  due  to  the 
excellent  care  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  matron  and  chief  nurse,  than 
to  any  prescriptions  of  the  physician.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
items  relating  to  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  which  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  mention,  In  chronic  diarrhoea,  excellent  effects  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  administration  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  both  by  the  mouth 
and  as  an  enema.  Three  of  the  cases  of  stomatitis  have  been  of  a  se- 
vere character,  and  one  of  them  might  easily  have  been  mistaken  for 
cancrum  oris,  such  as  the  writer  has  not,  as  yet,  seen  in  Boston,  but  of 
which  he  saw  several  cases  at  the  Children's  Hospital  in  Paris.  Two 
of  the  above  arose  spontaneously,  the  other  two  from  a  very  common 
exciting  cause,  the  irritation  produced  by  the  stumps  of  decayed  teeth. 
They  have  been  treated  in  various  ways,  but  by  far  the  most  efficacious 
remedy  has  been  that  employed  by  Monsieur  Bonneau  at  the  Hospital 
above  alluded  to.  This  is  the  common  powder  of  the  chloride  of  lime, 
applied  in  small  quantities  with  the  finger. 

Among  the  out-door  patients  there  have  been  a  good  number  of  cases 
of  common  tinea  capitis.  No  case,  however,  of  true'  tinea  favosa  has 
presented  itself,  Most  of  the  cases  presented  have  been  relieved  by  the 
application  of  ungt.  hydr.  nit.,  or  a  strong  lotion  of  acid.  nit. 

The  dietetic  rules  of  the  house  have  been  somewhat  rigid,  and  have 
been  strictly  enforced,  with  manifest  benefit  to  those  who  had  never  be- 
fore known  their  good  effects.  The  usual  beverage  of  the  patients,  until 
convalescent,  has  been  iced  water,  and  few  have  asked  for  anything  else. 
The  bi-tartrate  of  potash  has  been  given  in  a  very  few  instances,  when 
acid  drinks  were  asked  for.  The  whole  array  of  pleasant  compound 
beverages  has  been  discarded  ;  and  however  difficult  such  a  course 
might  be  in  private  practice,  it  has  seemed  here  to  have  been  attended 
with  increased  benefit  to  the  patient. 

No  one  of  the  eruptive  diseases  of  childhood  has,  fortunately,  appeared 
in  the  wards,  nor  have  there  been  any  instances  of  the  communication 
of  disease  by  contagion  to  other  patients.  The  attendants  and  those 
connected  with  the  institution  have  enjoyed  good  health,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Dr.  J.  B.  Alley,  the  admitting  physician,  who  during  his  ar- 
duous and  praiseworthy  exertions  among  the  destitute  and  sick  emigrants 
in  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer,  contracted  a  long  and  dangerous  fe- 
ver, from  which  he  has  happily  entirely  recovered. 

Boston,  December  26,  1847.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  R.  Lawrence. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  TOBACCO  FROM  1640  TO  1662. 
By  S.  J.  W.  Tabor,  M.D.,  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 


M  Elle  accroit.  en  courant,  sa  force  et  sa  puissance  j 
A  peine  on  la  distingue  a  son  humble  naissance, 
Bientot  elle  grandit,  prend  l'air  audacieux, 
Ses  pieds  foulent  la  terre  et  son  front  heurte  aux  cioux." 

L'Art  de  Fiuner.  par  Barthelennj,  Chant  iii.  p.  100. 

In  a  preceding  article*  were  given  some  citations  from  the  Statutes  of 
Virginia,  showing  that  tobacco  was  by  law  made  a  means  "  for  the 
defraying  of  all  public  charges  and  impositions."  We  see,  therefore,  that 
to  this  colony  the  herb  was  almost  the  potable  gold  of  the  alchemists.  It  was 
both  their  solace  and  their  coin.  It  ministered  to  their  bodily  gratification, 
furnished  them  employment,  paid  their  taxes,  discharged  their  debts,  and 
might  be  said  to  serve  them  spiritually  and  temporally.  The  parson  who 
dispensed  the  bread  of  life,  the  clerk  who  responded  amen  during  the 
reading  of  the  liturgy,  the  sexton  who  played  the  part  of  Yorick  in  the 
church-yard,  the  doughty  soldier  who  donned  his  martial  panoply  for  the 
defence  of  his  country,  the  legislator  who  devised  statutes  for  the  common 
weal,  the  attorney  who  conducted  the  large  flies  safely  through  the  meshes 
of  the  law,  and  even  the  very  physician  who  attacked  the  diseases  of  the 
colony  with  his  drugs,  and  assisted  the  children  into  the  world,  all  received 
their  quid  pro  quo  in  the  weed.  In  the  act  from  which  we  have  quot- 
ed it  is  specified  that  there  shall  be  paid  "  to  the  ministers  for  their 
duties  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll  for  every  titheable  person,  out  of 
which  proportion  the  ministers  to  maintain  their  clerks  and  sextons.  To 
the  muster  master  general  three  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll  for  every 
titheable  person.  To  the  captain  of  the  forte,  for  his  entertainment  and 
maintenance,  and  for  the  procuring  and  maintaining  of  ten  guarders  for 
the  forte,  three  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll  for  every  titheable  person."! 
A  subsequent  assembly  fixed  the  rates  of  dinners  and  drams  at  the  taverns,^ 
and  the  landlords  men  directed  how  much  of  King  James's  "  stygian  " 
herb  they  might  demand  in  exchange  for  beef  steak  and  old  Nantz. 

In  1640,  in  England,  the  Parliament,  by  their  first  legal  act  on  the 
subject,  confirmed  Charles's  edicts  of  1627,  permitting,  however,  the 
culture  of  tobacco  in  the  gardens  of  the  two  universities  of  the  realm 
for  physic,  and  also  by  surgeons  for  a  like  purpose,  provided  no  more 
than  half  a  rood  of  land  was  used,  in  conformity  to  a  regulation  of  the 
former  reign. ^ 

In  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  the  Puritans  enacted  "  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  take  tobacco  whilst  they  are  empaneled  on  a  jurie.  to 

*  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxvii.  p.  336. 

t  Extracts  from  the  Provincial  Statutes  of  Virginia,  copied  verbatim  from  the  Colonial  Re- 
cords, p.  219. 

X  Extracts  from  the  Provincial  Statutes  of  Virginia,  &c,  p.  227. 

§  Rymer's  Fcedera,  Conventiones,  Litterae,  et  cujus  cunque  generis  Acta  Publica  inter  Reges 
Anglise,  etc.,  torn.  xvii.  p.  668. 
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forfeit  five  shillings  for  every  default,  except  they  have  given  up  their 
verdict,  or  are  not  to  give  it  until  the  next  day  or  depart  the  court  by 
consent."*  Two  years  before,  they  made  their  first  law  concerning 
this  weed  in  the  following  words  : — "  Whereas,  there  is  a  great  abuse  in 
taking  of  tobaccoe  in  a  very  uncivill  manner  openly  in  the  Towne  streets, 
and  as  men  pass  upon  the  high  wayes,  as  also  in  the  fields,  and  as  men 
are  at  worke  in  the  woods  and  fields,  to  the  neglect  of  their  labors,  and 
to  the  great  reproach  of  this  gouernment,  it  is  therefore  enacted  by  the 
court  that  if  any  shall  be  founde  or  seene  takinge  tobaccoe  in  the 
streets  of  any  towne  within  the  Colonys  of  this  Gouernment,  or  in  any 
barn  or  outhouse,  or  by  the  heigh  wayes,  and  not  above  a  mile  from  a 
dwelling  house,  or  at  his  worke  in  the  fields,  where  he  doth  not  dyne  or 
eate  his  meate,  that  euery  such  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall 
forthwith  pay  xnd  for  euery  such  offence  as  oft  as  hee  or  they  shall  so 
offend,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  upon  information  for  the  constable  of  the 
towneship  or  next  to  the  place  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed, 
to  distrayne  his  goods  for  yl  upon  demand.  And  for  boyes  and  servants 
that  shall  offend  herein,  and  have  nothing  to  pay,  to  be  set  in  the  stocks 
for  the  first  default,  and  for  the  second  to  be  whipt."f 

In  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  there  was  a  cotemporary  law 
of  similar  construction  and  import,  which  I  shall  also  quote  literally  : — 
"  It  is  ordered  by  this  court ;  that  no  man  shall  take  any  tobacco  within 
20  poles  of  any  house,  or  so  near  as  may  endanger  the  same,  or  near 
any  barn,  corn,  or  hay-cock,  as  may  occasion  the  firing  thereof,  upon 
pain  of  10s.  for  euery  such  offence,  besides  full  recompense  of  all  damages 
done  by  means  thereof :  Nor  shall  any  take  tobacco  in  any  inn  or 
common  victuall  house,  except  in  a  private  room  there,  so  as  neither 
the  master  of  the  said  house,  nor  any  guest  there  shall  take  offence 
thereat,  which  if  any  do,  then  such  person  shall  forthwith  forbear,  upon 
pain  of  two  shillings  sixpence  for  every  such  offence.  And  all  fines  in- 
curred by  this  law,  the  one  half  shall  be  to  the  informer,  the  other  to  the 
poor  of  the  towne  where  the  offence  is  done."f 

These  stringent  laws  would  lead  one  to  suppose  the  "takinge  of 
tobaccoe "  was  a  crying  nuisance  of  the  time  ;  but  if  we  may  judge 
from  a  passage  in  the  curious  history  of  John  Winthrop,  the  first 
governor  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  such  was  not  the 
case.  Under  the  date  of  1640,  he  says,  "  This  summer  there  came 
divers  godly  men,  as  they  pretended,  from  Christophers,  with  their 
families.  The  occasion  was,  one  Mr.  Collins,  a  young  scholar,  full  of 
zeal,  he,  preaching  in  the  island,  it  pleased  God,  divers  were  wrought 
upon  by  him,  but  he  and  they  being  persecuted  and  their  liberty  re- 
strained, they  came  away  and  brought  all  their  substance  in  tobacco, 
which  came  at  so  dead  a  market,  as  they  could  not  get  above  two  pence 


*  The  Compact  with  the  Charter  and  Laws  of  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  &c,  collected  by 
William  Brigham,  p.  68. 

t  Brigham's  Laws  of  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth.  &c,  p.  59. 

\  The  Charters  and  General  Laws  of  the  Colony  and  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  carefully 
collected  from  the  Public  Records,  and  ancient  printed  books,  &c,  p.  194. 
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the  pound  (the  freight  came  to  one  penny,  observe),  nor  could  sell  half 
at  that  rate."*  The  demand  for  tobacco,  therefore,  could  not  have  been 
great,  and  our  Putitan  ancestors  probably  set  out  to  nip  the  threatening 
evil  in  the  bud,  and  with  that  success  which  usually  attends  legislation 
when  it  arrays  itself  against  the  indulgences  of  the  popular  appetite. 

As  we  are  now  upon  the  Nicotian  legislation  of  the  Puritan  fathers 
of  the  Bay  State,  we  shall  deviate  from  the  chronological  order,  thus  far 
pursued,  to  say  that  in  1641,  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  enacted, 
"  That  no  forraine  tobaccoe  be  bought  and  sold  to  be  taken  in  the 
government,  but  such  as  is  planted  in  the  government,  after  the  first 
of  January  next,  except  what  is  bought  and  sold  to  and  from  for- 
raine places."!  This  was  repealed  in  1642.  In  1645  a  law  similar 
to  the  one  of  1638  was  passed,  in  which,  however,  were  excepted 
"  souldiers  in  the  time  of  their  trayneinge."f  This  was  re-enact- 
ed in  1658.  In  1669  it  was  ordered,  "  That  any  person  or  persons 
that  shall  be  found  smoaking  of  tobacco  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  goeing  too  or 
coming  from  the  meetinges,  within  two  miles  of  the  meeting  house,  shall 
pay  twelve  pence  for  every  such  default  to  the  Collonies  use."^  In  1671 
the  fine  was  raised  to  two  shillings,  and  the  same  fine  was  imposed 
for  "  smoaking  in  the  streets  or  in  such  places  of  clanger,"  besides  repair- 
ing all  damages  occasioned  by  "such  careless  smoaking."||  Military 
men  were  favored  in  this  act,  as  we  have  seen  them  in  some  of  the 
preceding,  for  the  law  closes  by  saying,  "  souldiers  whilst  in  the  Army 
are  dispensed  with,  to  smoak  it  in  the  field." 

The  Massachusetts  enactments  could  not  be  strictly  enforced.  Neither 
could  those  of  Charles  I.  ;  but  in  1642,  the  monarch  devised  an  expe- 
dient which  succeeded  better  than  any  he  had  tried.  He  sent  Sir  Wil- 
liam Berkley  to  Virginia,  to  act  as  governor,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
month  of  February.  In  order  effectually  to  secure  the  monopoly  of 
tobacco,  by  making  his  interests  and  those  of  the  trading  classes  in  Great 
Britain,  the  same  with  his  own,  the  King  determined  to  engross  the  entire 
commerce  of  the  American  colonies.  Accordingly  Berkley  was  charged 
with  instructions  which  imposed  burthens  and  restrictions  on  trade,  ex- 
ceeding all  they  had  previously  suffered.  All  vessels  laden  with  colo- 
nial products  were  obliged  to  proceed  to  English  ports ;  they  were 
strictly  forbidden  to  make  any  other  harbors,  or  even  to  barter  with  any 
foreign  vessels  they  might  chance  to  meet.1T  The  colonists  petitioned 
against  these  measures,  through  George  Sandys,  by  a  document  worthy 
of  freemen,  and  written  with  eloquence,  energy  and  force.  The  prin- 
ciples which  should  govern  trade  were  laid  down  with  perspicuity  and 
correctness.  "  Freedom  of  trade,"  it  was  asserted  by  the  petitioners, 
"  is  the  blood  and  life  of  a  commonwealth,"**  an  axiom  which  it  would 
be  well  if  many  a  modern  legislator  appreciated  and  considered. 

*  The  History  of  New  England  from  1630  to  1649,  vol.  ii.  p.  9,  10. 
t  Brigham's  Laws  of  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  &c,  p.  70. 
X  Ibid.,  p.  87. 
$  Ibid.,  p.  158. 
I)  Ibid.,  p.  252. 

IT  Chalmer's  Political  Annals  of  the  present  United  Colonies,  chap.  v.  p.  132,  133. 
**  Hening's  Statutes  at  large  ;  being  a  Collection  of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia,  from  the  First  Ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  in  1619,  vol.  i.  p.  233. 
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Jefferson  mentions  that  in  1644  duties  were  laid  upon  tobacco  raised 
in  the  New  England  States,  by  M  An  Act  charging  of  tobacco  brought 
from  New  England  with  customs  and  with  excise."* 

In  1644  Christian  IV.,  King  of  Denmark,  forbade  the  use  of  tobacco 
throughout  his  realm  under  a  penalty,  for  the  first  offence,  of  a  fine  of 
ten  rix  dollars  and  a  public  whipping  ;  for  the  second  offence  the  fine 
was  increased  to  fifty  hat-ducats,  and  to  the  whipping  was  added  a  year's 
imprisonment ;  the  third  offence  was  punished  by  cropping  the  ears, 
slitting  the  nostrils,  confiscation  of  the  entire  estate  of  the  delinquent, 
and  six  years'  incarceration.  These  rigorous  measures,  however,  utterly 
failed  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  tobacco.  They  excited  the  indig- 
nation of  Christian's  subjects,  and  the  magistrates  dared  not  execute  the 
enactments  according  to  their  strict  tenor,  for  fear  of  popular  violence. 
Informers  were  considered  infamous,  and  the  law  became  essentially  a 
dead  letter.  No  convictions  took  place,  except  in  Copenhagen,  under  the 
immediate  eye  of  the  monarch,  and  when  he  died  soon  after,  in  1648, 
one  of  the  early  acts  of  Frederick  III.,  his  successor,  was  to  repeal  the 
odious  statute,  and  to  allow  the  people  of  his  dominions  to  solace  them 
selves  as  they  pleased  with  the  luxury  that  had  been  proscribed.! 

In  1646  the  Long  Parliament  interfered  with  the  regulations  of  Charles 
1.  concerning  the  American  Colonies,  and  although  they  managed  to  se- 
cure the  carrying  trade  to.  English  vessels,  they  offered  inducements  to  make 
an  acquiescence  profitable  to  the  transatlantic  States,  and  granted  them 
full  permission  to  disagree  to  their  propositions  if  they  chose.  The  colo- 
nies agreed  to  them,  and  for  several  years  the  tobacco-growing  provinces 
were  in  a  most  prosperous  situation.  In  the  ports  of  Virginia  alone, 
at  Christmas,  in  1648,  the  great  staple  had  brought  thirty-one  ships  from 
various  quarters  for  trade ;  seven  were  from  New  England,  ten  from 
London,  two  from  Bristol,  and  twelve  from  Holland.^  Thus,  when 
trade  was  placed  on  more  just  principles,  tobacco  brought  abundance 
and  prosperity  to  the  planters  of  the  colonies  which  raised  it.  Vir- 
ginia was  not  alone  engaged  in  its  culture ;  in  Maryland  it  was  also  the 
staple;  in  New  England  it  was  raised  to  some  extent;  and  this  same 
year  the  Swedes  and  Fins,  on  the  Delaware,  became  competitors  in  the 
trade. <§>  The  tobacco  interests  were  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Their  greatest  oppressor  expiated  his  tyranny  on  the  scaffold,  January 
30,  1649.  The  people  of  England,  grown  sick  of  the  prerogatives 
claimed  by  the  Stewarts,  and  wearied  by  the  continual  infraction  of  all 
promises  made  by  Charles  I.  to  regard  their  rights,  had  him  arraigned 
and  tried  for  his  many  treasons.  The  day  of  royal  edicts  and  procla- 
mations was  past,  and  arbitrary  power  could  no  longer  prevent  the  to- 
bacco planters  from  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labors.    They,  therefore, 


*  "  Title  in  American  Library,  99,  8."    Jefferson's  reference  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  p.  249. 
f  Kohlner's  Kenntniss  der  Handwerke  und  Fabriken,  Band  ii.  seite  225. 

|  New  Description  of  Virginia,  in  the  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  2d 
series,  vol.  ix.  p.  118. 

$  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.  chap.  xv.  p.  296. 
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rejoiced,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  at  the  revolution  in  England — a  re- 
volution which  secured  to  them  liberties  they  had  never  before  enjoyed. 

In  1650  the  Code  of  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  denounced 
tobacco  with  the  pious  zeal  so  characteristic  of  the  Puritans  of  that 
colony,  where,  on  their  first  organization,  it  was  proclaimed,  "  that 
they  would  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  God — until  they  had  time  to 
make  better."*  Both  as  a  literary  curiosity,  and  as  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  the  Nicotiana  Tabacum,  I  shall  copy  the  ordinances  precisely 
as  they  stand  on  record  : — w  Forasmuch  as  it  is  observed,  that  many 
abuses  are  crept  in,  and  committed,  by  frequent  taking  of  tobacko.  It 
is  ordered  by  the  authority  of  this  Courte,  That  no  person  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  nor  any  other,  that  hath  not  already  accustom- 
ed himselfe  to  the  use  thereof,  shall  take  any  tobacko,  untill  hee  hath 
brought  a  certificate  und^r  the  hands  of  some  who  are  approved  for 
knowledge  and  skill  in  phisick,  that  it  is  usefull  for  him,  and  allso,  that 
hee  hath  received  a  lycense  from  the  courte,  for  the  same. — And  for  the 
regulating  of  those,  who  either  by  theire  former  taking  it,  have,  to  theire 
owne  apprehensions,  made  it  necessary  to  them,  or  uppon  due  advice  are 
persuaded  to  the  use  thereof, 

"  It  is  ordered,  That  no  man  within  thiscolonye,  after  the  publication 
hereof,  shall  take  any  tobacko  publiquely.  in  the  streett,  highwayes  or 
any  barne  yardes,  or  uppon  training  dayes,  in  any  open  places,  under 
the  penalty  of  six-pence  for  each  offence  against  this  order,  in  any  the 
perticulars  thereof,  to  be  paid  without  gainesaying,  upon  conviction,  by 
the  testimony  of  one  witness,  that  is  without  just  exception,  before 
any  one  magistrate.  And  the  constables  in  the  severall  townes  are  re- 
quired to  make  presentment  to  each  perticular  courte,  of  such  as  they 
doe  understand,  and  can  evict  to  bee  transgressors  of  this  order."f 

In  Maryland,  as  well  as  Virginia,  tobacco  was  viewed  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light,  and  was  looked  upon  as  a  sine  qua  non.  In  an  Account  of 
Mary-land,  written  by  a  Mr.  Hugh  Jones,J  who  from  his  style  and  man- 
ner we  may  with  much  propriety  suppose  to  have  been  an  Episcopalian 
divine,  we  can  see  how  he  regarded  the  vegetable  then  undergoing,  in 
other  quarters,  so  much  proscription.  "  God  be  praised,"  he  exclaims, 
"  the  church  of  England  is  pretty  firmly  established  among  us.  Churches 
are  built,  and  there  is  an  annual  stipend  allowed  to  every  minister,  by 
a  perpetual  law,  which  is  more  or  less  according  to  the  number  of  taxa- 
bles  in  each  parish  ;  every  Christian  male  16  years  old,  and  negroes 
male  and  female  above  that  age,  pay  40  pounds  of  tobacco  to  the 
minister,  which  is  levied  by  the  sheriff  among  other  public  levies,  which 
makes  the  revenues  of  the  ministers,  one  with  another,  about  2000 
pounds  of  tobacco !  or  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum. "<§>  In 
another  place  he  says,  "  Tobacco  is  our  meat,  drink,  clothing  and  monies  ; 


*  Knickerbocker's  History  of  New  York,  from  the  beginning  of  the  World  to  the  end  of  the 
Dutch  Dynasty,  &c.f  vol.  i.  p.  50. 
t  The  Code  of  1650  of  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  p.  90,  97. 
X  In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  Abridged,  vol.  iii.  p.  600. 
$  Ibid.,  vol.  iii.  p.  602. 
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not  but  that  we  have  money,  both  Spanish  and  English,  pretty  plenty, 
which  serves  only  for  pocket  expenses,  and  not  for  trade,  tobacco  being 
the  standard  for  trade  not  only  with  the  merchants,  but  also  among  our- 
selves."* In  Virginia,  as  I  have  already  noted,  a  similar  state  of  things 
obtained.  Tobacco-planting  was  the  chief  object  of  industry,  and  the  pro- 
duct thus  fitted  for  market  served  for  money,  and  was  the  only  regulator 
of  the  exchanges.f  So  much  was  the  attention  of  the  Virginians  di- 
rected to  raising  this  staple,  that  all  other  kinds  of  labor  languished. 
Manufactured  goods  of  nearly  every  kind  were  imported  from  England, 
and  a  general  indolence  was  produced  by  the  common  direction  given 
to  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  province. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Stewarts  had  deprived  the  colonies  of 
freedom  of  trade,  and  that  tobacco;  being  the  most  considerable  Ameri- 
can export,  greatly  suffered  thereby  ;  but  a  revolution  had  taken  place 
in  Great  Britain.  The  sceptre  had  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  ty- 
rannical Charles  I.  into  those  of  the  republicans.  More  liberal  views 
were  accordingly  adopted  towards  the  colonies,  and  different  measures 
pursued.  The  battle  of  Nasaby,  which  decided  the  fate  of  Charles  I., 
was  fought  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1645,  and,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
on  the  23d  of  January,  1646,  the  Long  Parliament  granted  such  immu- 
nities to  Virginia  and  the  other  English  possessions  in  North  America, 
as  to  render  them  prosperous  and  give  them  the  profits  of  their  toil  ; 
but  this  justice  was  carried  still  further,  and  in  Mach,  1652,  the  English 
Commonvjealth  granted  the  People  of  Virginia  all  the  liberties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  privileges  of  trade  enjoyed  by 
the  mother  country.  This  generous  act  of  right  secured  to  the  tobacco- 
planters  all  the  favors  they  wished,  either  for  themselves  or  their  staple. 
They  hesitated  no  longer  concerning  the  parties  in  Great  Britain  ;  Vir- 
ginia became  a  supporter  of  Oliver  Cromwell. J 

In  1653  smokers  were  punished  by  legal  enactments  in  the  Sw  iss 
Canton  of  Appenzell,  and  all  innkeepers  were  strictly  directed  to  en- 
ter prosecutions  against  whosoever  should  partake  of  the  indulgence 
in  their  houses.  It  was  then  a  great  novelty  in  that  canton,  and  so  un- 
usual was  the  sight  that  children  ran  after  those  who  smoked  in  the 
streets,  and  pursued  them  with  exclamations  of  wonder,  shouts  and 
laughter.  The  Calvinistic  churches  of  the  Inner-rood  of  this  canton 
made  the  use  of  tobacco,  in  any  form,  a  matter  of  discipline  and  remon- 
strance in  the  first  instance,  and  of  expulsion  in  the  second.^ 

In  1661  the  Council  of  the  canton  of  Berne  arranged  their  police 
regulations  according  to  the  ten  commandments,  and  immediately  under 
that  against  adultery  came  the  edict  prohibiting  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  a 
Chambre  au  Tabac  was  instituted  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  and  to 


*  Philosophical  Transactions  Abridged,  vol.  iii.  p.  601. 

t  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.  chap.  vi.  p.  229,  235. 

X  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  book  xiii.  p. 446,  417;  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c, 
vol.  i.  p.  363 — 365,  where  the  act  of  surrender  is  given  ;  Godwin's  History  of  the  Commonwealth, 
vol.  iii.  p.  280. 

§  Collection  des  M^moires  concernants  l'Economie  Rurale,  par  une  Soci«H£  £tablie  a  Appenzell 
en  Suisse,  torn.  i.  p.  431. 
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see  that  the  specified  punishments  and  penalties  were  duly  enforced.* 
This  court  had  its  officers  in  every  bailiwick  of  the  canton,  and  its  pro- 
ceedings were  summary  and  final.  The  clergy  united  with  the  magis- 
tracy to  extirpate  a  sin  so  corrupting  and  so  contagious,  and  which  threat- 
ened, as  they  thought,  a  death  blow  alike  to  vital  piety  and  to  social  order. 
By  degrees,  however,  the  infection  seized  the  divines  and  the  judges 
themselves.  The  Chambre  au  Tabac  was  consequently  prostrated,  to 
rise  no  more  ;  and  the  weed  added  Berne  to  the  list  of  its  territorial 
conquests. 

In  1662,  notwithstanding  the  British  prohibitory  laws,  it  would  seem 
tobacco  was  raised  in  some  parts  of  England,  for  Fuller  speaks  of  its 
being  cultivated  in  Gloucestershire,  and  says  that  "  many  got  great  estates 
thereby,"  though  he  could  not  thus  incidentally  mention  the  plant  with- 
out cautiously  adding,  "  As  for  the  praise  of  tobacco,  with  the  virtues 
thereof,  they  may  better  be  performed  by  the  pens  of  such  writers  whose 
pallates  have  tasted  of  the  same."f 

At  this  time,  the  plant  was  plentiful  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and 
indeed  in  all  that  region.  Mr.  John  Nieuhoff,  who  was  then  there,  writes 
that  it  was  cultivated  "  in  all  parts  of  the  Indies  ;"  that  the  Malayans  and 
Javanese  styled  it  tobako,  after  the  Portuguese,  and  that,  at  Batavia, 
tobacco  of  a  good  quality  could  then  be  bought  at  two  pence  a  pound.J 

While  tobacco-planting  was  thus  extending  itself  so  far  to  the  East,  it 
was  again  suffering  oppression  and  restriction  in  the  country  where  it  was 
indigenous.  Oliver  Cromwell,  that  great  man,  so  much  and  so  grossly 
abused,  and  as  yet  so  illy  understood,  died  on  the  3d  of  September,  1658, 
and  with  him  expired  the  liberal  policy  of  Great  Britain  towards  the 
American  colonies.  No  sooner  had  the  licentious  Charles  II.  obtained 
possession  of  the  throne,  than  navigation  acts  were  passed,  excluding  all 
but  native  or  naturalized  subjects  from  trading  with  the  colonies,  thus 
giving  the  business  entirely  to  English  merchants  and  factors.  All  goods 
were  declared  forfeit  which  did  not  go  to  British  America  in  English  ves- 
sels, and  which  were  not  shipped  from  England.^  On  the  other  hand, 
the  colonists  were  forbidden  to  send  their  products  to  any  but  English 
ports,  under  the  same  penalty.  Bancroft  might  well  say  these  laws  "  cut 
with  a  double  edge,"  and  remark  that  they  were  so  oppressive,  that  the 
prohibition  to  plant  tobacco,  in  England  and  Ireland,  was  a  £<  useless 
mockery." ||  The  tobacco-planters  were  ground  between  two  stones,  and 
they  were  not  allowed  to  enjoy  relief  till  the  war  of  the  revolution.  The 
burdens  placed  upon  their  staple  affected  their  interests,  and  deeply 
distressed  them.  They  were,  consequently,  led  to  discuss,  both  individu- 
ally and  in  their  legislative  assemblies,  the  great  questions  of  free  trade 
and  colonial  rights.    Tobacco,  upon  which  they  depended,  w7as  obliged 

*  Historia  Botanica,  seu  Plantarum  quae  ad  Usum  Medicinae  pertinet,  Descriptio  et  Virtu- 
tes,  p.  107. 

f  History  of  the  Worthies  of  England,  endeavored  by  Thomas  Fuller,  D.D.,  vol.  i.  p.  373. 
$  Remarkable  Voyages  and  Travells  into  ye  Best  Provinces  of  ye  West  and  East  Indies, 
adorned  with  copper  plates  done  after  the  Life.    Translated  from  the  Dutch  Original,  p.  304. 
§  12  Charles  II.  c.  xxiii.  15  Car.  II.  c.  vii. 
|1  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.  chap.  xi.  p.  41 — 45;  47. 
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to  seek  a  market  at  the  beck  of  tyrannical  masters,  and  they  who  raised 
it  were  therefore  especially  affected  by  the  unjust  course  of  England 
towards  this  country.  It  is  not  too  strong  an  assertion  to  say  that  the 
"  Virginia  weed  "  did  more  than  all  other  causes  to  lead  the  inhabitants 
of  that  colony  to  correct  notions  of  liberty  and  independence.  But,  in 
1662,  tyranny  was  dominant  in  Virginia.  Its  royalist  legislature  placed 
the  crown  officers  independent  of  the  colony  by  a  permanent  imposition 
on  the  tobacco  that  was  exported,*  and  notwithstanding  the  prevailing 
poverty,  the  burgesses  received  nine  dollars  a-day,  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  tobacco,  besides  rendering  the  councillors  exempt  from 
levies. f  To  make  things  yet  worse,  the  tax  was  assessed  on  polls  in- 
stead of  property,  and  thus  the  landed  estates  of  the  rich  burgesses 
escaped.  J 

The  planters,  however,  succeeded,  in  some  degree,  in  trading  off  their 
tobacco  contrary  to  the  navigation  acts.  This  was  principally  effected 
by  the  Dutch  merchants  of  New  Belgium.  These  mariners  laded  their 
vessels  with  tobacco,  just  touched  at  a  New  England  harbor  on  the 
sound,  and  then  sailed  for  New  Amsterdam. §  In  this  manner  some 
illicit  traffic  was  carried  on,  but  as  the  Virginians  themselves  owned  very 
few  vessels,  they  could  not  trade  on  their  own  bottoms.  Owing  to 
these  restrictions,  purchasers  of  tobacco  diminished  ;  the  English  mer- 
chants, secure  of  their  monopoly,  grew  careless  of  the  quality,  and  know- 
ing the  tobacco  must  he  brought  to  them,  imposed  an  enormous  price  on 
their  goods  ||  The  Virginia  planters  tried  to  prevail  on  the  Marylanders 
to  intermit  for  a  year  to  raise  a  crop  of  tobacco,  in  hopes  that  a  scarcity 
in  the  article  would  induce  a  repeal  in  the  oppressive  laws  ;  but  the 
Marylanders  would  not  accede  to  the  proposal,^  although  they  suffered 
equally  with  their  neighbors. 

We  have  now  reached  an  era  in  the  progress  of  tobacco,  when  it  had 
very  nearly  introduced  itself  into  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  severe 
penal  restrictions  upon  its  use,  formerly  so  frequent,  had  almost  ceased,  and 
its  persecutions  begin  now  to  be  more  those  of  cupidity  striving  to  realize 
money  from  taxes  and  impositions  upon  it,  than  laws  made  in  the  expec- 
tation or  desire  of  preventing  its  consumption,  or  depriving  it  of  popular 
favor.  Its  subsequent  history,  therefore,  must  be  more  monotonous  and 
prosaic,  and  will  also  move  with  much  hastier  strides.  We  shall  no 
longer  pursue  its  steps  with  the  minuteness  thus  far  maintained,  but  with 
one  more  article  shall  finish  the  present  series  of  historical  sketches  of 
tobacco. 


*  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c,  vol.  ii.  p.  130—132. 
t  Ibid.  p.  84,  359,392. 

J  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.  p.  206,  207. 

I  Albany  Records,  vol.xviii.  p.  157, 158,  197. 

II  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.  p.  198,  199. 

IT  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c,  vol.  ii.  p.  190,  200,  209,  221,  224,  228,  232,251. 
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THE  DYSENTERY  AS  IT  APPEARED  IN  LOWELL  IN  1847,  HOMCEO 
PATHICALLY  TREATED. 

By  Daniel  Holt,  M.D.  and  R.  Shackford,  M.D. 

ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medicul  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  every  severe  and  fatal  epidemic,  it  is  important  that  the  character 
which  it  assumes  in  different  locations  be  laid  before  the  profession,  that 
a  correct  judgment  may  be  formed  of  its  severity,  and  the  most  effectual 
means  of  relief,  more  especially  when  a  course  of  treatment  is  pur- 
sued, differing  essentially  from  that  ordinarily  adopted.    With  this  view 
we  briefly  communicate  our  experience  in  this  disease.    Dysentery  com- 
menced in  this  city  early  in  the  summer,  and  continued  till  winter,  but 
the  greatest  prevalence  of  the  disease  was  in  August  and  September. 
There  has  been,  perhaps,  nothing  very  peculiar  in  the  character  of  the 
disease,  but,  like  epidemics  generally,  assuming  a  more  malignant  cha- 
racter than  we  ordinarily  find  in  cases  of  the  same  disease  occurring 
sporadically.    There  has  been  also  a  more  than  ordinary  amount  of  sick- 
ness and  fatality  during  the  same  period,  especially  from  fevers  and 
bowel  complaints.    In  these  remarks  we  include  only  dysentery  strictly 
speaking,  carefully  distinguished  from  diarrhoea  or  cholera  infantum. 
The  cases  under  our  treatment  have  been  variable — many  of  them  mild 
through  their  course,  and  yielding  soon  ;  others  of  the  most  intractable 
character.    In  very  many  of  the  cases  which  we  treated,  the  discharges 
would  average  once  in  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes,  making  more  than 
one  hundred  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  consisting  of  pure  blood  or  blood 
and  mucus  combined,  with  other  symptoms  of  equal  severity.  Indeed 
the  frequency  of  the  discharges  of  itself  was  not  an  indication  of  dan- 
ger— and  mere  bloody  discharges  were  not  found  to  destroy  life,  nor 
did  they  constitute  the  whole  of  the  disease.    If  the  general  excitement 
was  subdued,  and  the  disease  became  a  local  one,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent there  was  less  danger.    In  order  to  be  brief,  we  shall  give  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease,  with  the  remedies  which  were  used  in  its 
treatment.    Suffice  it  to  say,  that  our  guiding  principle  of  treatment 
was  "  similia  similibus  " ;  our  remedies  those  laid  down  in  the  most 
approved  scientific  works  on  this  subject,  tested  by  the  combined  expe- 
rience of  the  last  fifty  years.    The  doses  prescribed  varied  from  the  1st 
to  the  10th  attenuations  of  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia,  generally 
the  lower  in  the  more  acute  and  urgent  cases.    On  these  we  depended 
entirely,  nor  shall  we  soon  forget  the  many  examples  of  the  most  formida- 
ble states  of  disease  yielding  in  a  manner  unprecedented  in  our  former 
knowledge  and  practice  of  the  healing  art.    The  following  were  the 
principal  remedies  used,  and  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  indications — 
not  sufficiently  detailed,  however,  for  a  guide  to  others,  without  reference 
to  published  works  on  the  subject. 

1st.  Aconitum  napellus.  This  article  was  used  often  in  the  early 
stage,  especially  when  attended  with  a  high  degree  of  entonic  action, 
with  a  dry  skin,  full,  frequent  or  hard  pulse,  with  much  soreness  in  the 
abdomen.    The  general  and  local  inflammatory  symptoms  were  speedily 
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subdued  by  it.  A  few  drops  were  given,  say  six  to  ten  in  a  tumbler  of 
water,  giving  tablespoonful  doses.  Our  medicines  in  severe  cases 
were  often  repeated,  generally  in  from  one  to  two  hours,  and  sometimes 
oftener.  Frequently  two  remedies  were  used  in  alternation  in  a  case, 
not  in  combination. 

2d.  Colocynth.  In  the  early  stage  of  many  cases  there  would  be 
found  frequent  and  copious  discharges,  first  of  a  bilious  character,  but 
soon  mixed  with  blood,  attended  with  severe  griping  pains  in  the  epigas- 
trium, the  character  of  the  pains  resembling  colic,  with  great  soreness 
to  the  touch,  and  sometimes  nausea  and  vomiting,  involving  the  higher 
portions  of  the  alimentary  track.  These  cases  were  very  urgent  and  se- 
vere, receiving,  we  believe,  the  popular  appellation  of  cholera,  soon  pro- 
ducing great  exhaustion  and  confirmed  bloody  motions.  In  these  cases 
colocynth  acted  like  a  charm  ;  indeed,  we  believe,  in  not  a  single  case 
did  it  fail  to  relieve  that  peculiar  colic  pain,  and  that  often  almost  in- 
stantly— so  much  so,  that  patients  of  this  class  kept  a  few  powders  by 
them  for  an  emergency.  If  there  was  high  inflammatory  action,  this 
remedy  was  preceded  by  or  alternated  with  aconite. 

3d.  Mercury.  This  was  our  sheet  anchor;  in  short,  it  is  the  great 
remedy  in  epidemic  autumnal  dysentery — and  yet,  in  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice, we  are  told  that  it  did  not  produce  a  happy  effect.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  difference  in  giving  it  in  a  crude  form,  producing  an  irritation 
on  the  mucous  surface  merely,  and  being  prepared  so  as  to  be  as  diffu- 
sible as  any  article  of  the  materia  medica.  Simple  mercury  and  corro- 
sive sublimate  were  both  used,  to  good  effect,  and  were  in  most  cases 
given  occasionally  through  the  course  of  the  disease.  For  the  blood  dis- 
charges with  tormina  and  tenesmus,  nothing  equals  it  when  given  ho- 
mceopathically. In  many  cases  the  violent  pains  would  be  relieved 
immediately,  so  that  the  patients  would  inquire  if  they  had  not  taken 
a  powerful  anodyne  (opiate).  It  required  often  repeating  in  urgent 
cases.  In  many  cases  the  disease  was  cut  short  at  once  by  a  few  doses. 
It  seemed  to  control  all  the  morbid  phenomena,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
a  speedy  convalescence. 

4th.  Nux  vomica  was  a  valuable  remedy  in  some  constitutions ;  and 
in  cases  where  there  was  a  continual  tenesmus,  with  very  small  frequent 
stools,  and  a  sensation  not  unlike  a  severe  case  of  hemorrhoids,  its  effect 
was  very  great. 

5th.  Arsenic  and  Rhus  Toxicodendron  were  the  appropriate  remedies 
in  the  advanced  stages  or  early  sinking — and  malignant  symptoms  ;  but 
happily  when  timely  seen,  and  the  proper  remedies  were  used,  it  was 
seldom  necessary  to  resort  to  these  potent  agents.  Especially  in  cases 
of  worn-out  subjects  which  had  been  neglected,  where  the  stools  were 
painless  and  like  the  wash  of  beef,  and  involuntary,  was  the  rhus  very 
valuable;  and  the  arsenic  where  there  was  some  nausea,  with  epigastric 
sinking,  and  the  discharges  watery  and  of  dark  color,  with  great  general 
debility,  and  offensive  or  aphthous  mouth. 

6th.  Ipecacuanha,  bryonia,  chamomile,  pulsatilla,  sulphur  and  some 
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other  articles  were  used,  and  were  of  essential  value,  as  they  were  seve- 
rally indicated — the  details  of  which  we  will  omit. 

As  to  regimen,  we  are  not  aware  that  anything  peculiar  entered  into 
our  plan.  Avoidance  of  strong  acids,  aromatics,  &c,  is  most  that  was  in- 
sisted upon.  A  free  use  of  simple  cool  drinks,  with  liquid  food,  as  bread 
water,  gruel,  sago,  &tc,  was  allowed.  In  a  few  cases  of  considerable 
heat  of  the  surface,  sponging  with  water  occasionally  was  used.  Conva- 
lescence in  most  cases  was  rapid,  and  perfect  health  soon  regained,  the 
digestive  organs  remaining  in  a  condition  to  receive  nourishment  early. 
The  duration  of  the  disease  was,  we  think,  comparatively  short,  very 
few  being  confined  over  two  weeks  ;  and  in  a  majority  of  cases,  in  which 
the  early  symptoms  were  of  a  very  grave  character,  a  very  much  shorter 
period  was  required. 

Fatality.  The  epidemic  in  this  city,  on  the  whole,  has  been  con- 
sidered as  rather  fatal,  and  yet,  probably,  not  more  so  than  is  often  wit- 
nessed. The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  Lowell,  from  dysentery,  from 
July  to  December,  taken  from  reports  made  out  by  the  superintendent 
of  burials,  was  194.  This  is  probably  much  below  the  actual  number, 
as  many  are  removed  from  this  place  for  burial — one  fourth  of  our  popu- 
lation being  transient  residents.  The  whole  number  of  cases  treated  we 
have  no  means  of  estimating.  It  has  been  estimated  at  from  2000  to 
2500. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  city 
cannot  be  known  to  us  exactly,  any  farther  than  those  of  our  own  pecu- 
liar treatment.  We  have  been  informed  by  several  reputable  physicians, 
of  the  ordinary  practice,  that  about  1  in  every  10  or  12  have  died — and 
this  has  been  near  the  estimate,  we  believe,  in  severe  epidemic  dysente- 
ries in  previous  years  and  in  different  locations.  Perhaps  some  allow- 
ance should  here  be  made  for  those  cases  which  have  had  no  medical 
treatment  ;  especially  so,  if  a  larger  per  cent,  of  such  have  died.  Exact 
statistics  on  this  point  would  be  interesting. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  treated  homceopathically  was  156.  Of 
these,  2  only  proved  fatal.  One  of  these,  a  child  between  1  and. 2  years 
of  age,  sunk  after  a  severe  attack  of  about  a  week  ;  and  the  other  was  a 
young  lady,  about  30,  with  dysentery  and  typhoid  fever  combined.  In 
this  latter  case,  there  was  early  prostration  ;  pulse  120  to  130,  and  the 
discharges  over  one  hundred  per  day,  of  nearly  pure  blood  and  very 
painful.  After  the  abatement  of  the  dysenteric  symptoms,  the  febrile 
action  and  frequent  pulse  continued,  with  all  the  characteristics  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  an  improvement  commenced, 
the  fever  abated,  the  pulse  was  reduced  to  108,  and  the  appetite  im- 
proved, till  about  the  25th  day,  when  swelling  of  the  parotid  gland  su- 
pervened, and  she  sank  about  the  30th  day.  The  number  of  cases  which 
were  commenced  with  homoeopathic  treatment,  and  changed  to  allopa- 
thic, was  2  ;  and  the  number  commenced  with  the  ordinary  treatment 
and  changed  during  the  treatment  to  the  homoeopathic,  was  10.  Several 
of  these  latter  were  desperate  cases,  and  beyond  the  expectation  of  relief 
by  the  attending  physician  ;  but  they  all  recovered.  There  were  also  four 
or  five  cases  which  we  were  called  to  see  after  being  given  over  by  the  at- 
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tending  physician,  and  nearly  or  quite  in  articulo  mortis,  which  died  in 
from  one  to  two  or  three  days.  From  these  facts  it  will  be  apparent,  that, 
as  an  epidemic,  the  disease  has  on  the  whole  been  severe.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  which  fell  under  our  treatment  were  grave  cases, 
especially  at  their  onset — and  a  far  greater  proportion  of  our  cases  recover- 
ed than  we  should  a  priori  have  had  any  reason  to  expect.  And  yet,  as  far 
as  we  are  able  to  learn,  the  same  mode  of  practice  has  been  equally  suc- 
cessful elsewhere  in  this  disease.  Nor  do  we  apprehend  that  this  success 
is  peculiar  to  this  disease.  Although  our  proportion  of  deaths  is  com- 
paratively small,  we  would  not  have  it  understood  that  the  practice  we 
adopt,  though  it  may  be  pleasant  for  the  patient,  is  either  simple  or  easy 
for  the  practitioner.  On  the  other  hand,  it  requires  the  closest  examina- 
tion of  the  patient,  the  most  accurate  diagnosis,  and  the  most  discrimi- 
nating application  of  the  remedies,  to  meet  the  varied  abnormal  condi- 
tions of  the  system,  neutralize,  as  it  were,  the  diseased  action,  and  re- 
store the  healthy  functions. 
Lowell,  Dec.  15th,  1847. 


REPREHENSIBLE  PRESCRIPTIONS  AGAIN. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  writing  the  article  on  reprehensible  prescriptions,  signed 
Medicus,  we  had  not  the  least  idea  of  inviting  a  pen  and  ink  contest. 
It  seems  that  a  random  shot  in  its  descent  has  fallen  upon  some  one, 
and  the  father  of  the  recipe  has  appeared  in  its  defence.  Such  is  the 
character  of  the  response,  that  we  deem  a  reply  both  right  and  proper. 
Before  animadverting  in  particular  upon  the  remarks  of  W.  W.  C,  we 
wish  in  the  outset  to  explain  a  little.  When  penning  the  article  as  in- 
dicated above,  we  were  perfectly  well  aware,  that  the  theory  of  medicine 
was  one  thing,  and  its  practice  quite  another;  and  that  the  same  was 
true  of  doses  of  medicines.  And  this  was  learned  from  three  years' 
observation  as  we  "  walked  "  the  Massachusetts  Hospital,  and  by  two 
years'  practice  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  districts,  which  was  second  to 
but  one  district  in  the  city  in  point  of  numbers,  and  also  by  three  years' 
practice  since  that  period.  Habit  is  second  nature,  and  doses  of  medi- 
cines, which  would  prove  fatal  to  persons  unaccustomed  to  their  use, 
may  be  taken  with  impunity  by  those  habituated  to  them — such  persons 
at  Grst  commencing  with  medium  doses.  As  witness  opium  chewers. 
Our  article  should,  perhaps,  have  been  thus  qualified  in  this  respect. 
With  this  explanation,  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  if  the  prescription  of 
five  grains  of  morphia  was  given  in  a  case  of  ordinary  sickness,  and  the 
patient  was  unused  to  such  medicine,  in  all  probability  it  would 
have  proved  fatal.  And  we  would  remark  still  further,  that  the  recipe 
in  question  excited  the  surprise  and  inquiry  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  practitioners  in  this  city,  one  who  has  seen  as  much 
practice  as  any  other  man  of  his  years. 
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We  now  approach  the  article  in  question.  As  an  inference  from  a 
portion  of  the  above  paragraph,  your  readers  can  judge  how  far  the 
charge  in  the  first  sentence  of  a  knowledge  of  medicines  derived  from 
books  alone,  rather  than  from  practice,  is  tenable.  The  charge  of  not 
being  advanced  in  years,  we  are  free  to  admit,  and  rejoice  in  it,  for 
our  maxim  is  to  "  live  and  learn."  Gray  hairs,  it  would  seem,  stroke 
the  beardless  stripling  !  Now  we  have  great  respect  for  the  enlightened, 
who  are  aged.  We  love  to  listen  to  old  men,  who  wear  horn  bows  and 
have  silver  knee-buckles,  and  cues,  which  like  the  handles  of  skillets 
hang  pendant  down  their  backs.  For  from  their  lips  drops  wisdom,  and 
their  ruled  foreheads  tell  of  anxious  thought.  The  notary  public — as 
sketched  by  Longfellow  in  his  "Evangeline" — is  one  of  a  class  of 
venerable  men,  though  his  ipse  dixit  would  not  be  to  us  law  and  gospel. 
Now  C,  even  as  the  notary,  may  be  in  the  autumn  of  the  "  sere  and  yel- 
low leaf"  of  old  age,  since  he  speaks  of  the  good  that  might  be  derived 
from  men  of  experience  recording  instances  of  unusual  or  extra  medica- 
tion, as  contra-distinguished  from  young  practitioners.  He  then  goes  on 
to  state  the  results  of  his  practice  with  innocent  morphia.  Now  all  men 
are  not  alike  entitled  to  respect  and  deference.  C.'s  own  words  con- 
vict him  of  administering  unusual  or  extra  doses  of  morphia.  The  very 
cases  cited  prove,  what  we  before  stated,  that  he  is  not  an  "  inert  "  practi- 
tioner. He  loads  and  fires  sixty-four  pounders,  while  we,  not  being  an 
old  soldier,  dare  not — even  were  we  disposed — ply  our  artillery  so 
strongly,  thinking  that  "  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor."  There 
is  nothing  like  being  long  in  the  service,  and  hurling  the  most  powerful 
missiles  into  the  citadel  of  disease.    For  thus,  one  either  kills  or  cures. 

In  the  second  sentence,  C.  intimates  that  the  young  should  be  readers 
and  not  writers.  But  after  all,  the  young  have  a  right  to  speak  and 
write  upon  proper  topics  ;  and  the  mere  fact  of  youth,  does  not  prove, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  that  what  one  says  is  unattended  with  weight. 
And  we  repeat,  that  five  grains  of  morphia  is  an  inordinate  and  unusual 
dose. 

Let  us  now  analyze  the  course  of  treatment  as  indicated  by  C.  A 
female  patient  afflicted  with  cancer,  took,  for  three  months,  daily,  45  to 
50  grains  of  morphia,  i.  e.  300  grains  of  opium  daily.  From  June  26 
to  September  20,  she  took  48  drachms  of  morphia,  or  17,280  grains  of 
opium,  which  would  give  nearly  210  grains  each  day  on  an  average. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  largest  quantity  given  in  any  one  day  was  one 
drachm,  divided  into  six  doses  of  ten  grains  each,  or  the  moderate  allow- 
ance of  360  grains  of  opium  in  one  day  !  Now  do  not  the  above  doses 
seem  "  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  ?"  This  statement  would 
seem  to  be  a  "  settler,"  and  to  prove  five  grains  of  morphia  were  a 
drop  in  the  bucket.  We  have  read  of  the  sleep  of  Rip  Vanwinkle, 
and  of  the  "fat  boy"  of  Dickens,  who  was  always  asleep;  and  also 
of  Goody  Blake  who  "  never  slept,  but  when  she  slumbered  in  her 
pew."  But  this  beats  all  ;  as  the  Yankee  phrase  is,  it  beats  "  all  na- 
tur."  Pray  tell,  which  is  the  worse,  the  remedy  or  the  disease  ?  We 
think  that  in  this  case,  the  individual  was  hard  to  kill,  or  the  disease 


484 


Dr.  Harrison's  Introductory  Lecture. 


was  more  than  usually  obstinate,  and  cannot  believe  in  the  justice, 
safety,  or  the  expediency  of  such  a  line  of  treatment.  If  such  large 
closes  of  morphia  were  given,  and  "suffering  was  but  partially  miti- 
gated," how  much  would  it  require  to  afford  permanent  relief  ?  And  if 
such  doses  were  given  with  so  little  effect,  would  it  not  have  been  bet- 
ter  practice  to  lay  the  drug  upon  the  shelf?  We  should  read  the  theory 
of  medicine  and  its  practice  wrong,  were  we  to  indulge  in  such  whole- 
sale doses  of  morphia  as  are  here  indicated,  and  therefore  decline  fol- 
lowing in  the  wake  of  so  bold  a  practitioner.  The  largest  dose  that  we 
remember  ever  to  have  given,  was  nine  grains  of  opium  in  three  hours, 
in  a  case  of  mania  a  potu.  And  we  should  sooner  think  of  blushing 
with  shame,  or  paling  with  fear,  at  having  given  an  excessive  dose  of  a 
powerful  medicine,  than  from  having  meted  out  a  proper  and  medium 
dose.  W.  W.  C.  then  must  excuse  us,  if  in  writing  for  powerful  medi- 
cines at  least,  we  imitate  the  practice  of  homceopathic  practitioners  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  simpler  articles  of  the  materia  medica. 

Boston,  January  5th,  1848.  J.  S.  Jr. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JANUARY    12,  1848. 


Dr.  Harrison's  Introductory  Lecture. — A  prominent  teacher  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  is  John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  of  the  chair  of  Theory 
and  Practice.  A  polite  and  cordial  request  from  the  class  that  his  intro- 
ductory, the  present  season,  might  be  published,  induced  him  to  place  the 
manuscript  at  the  disposal  of  the  students.  The  introductory  paragraph  is 
a  sensible  and  well  digested  epitome  of  the  science  of  life ;  and  the  reflec- 
tions that  naturally  follow  in  regard  to  the  office  and  relation  of  the  phy- 
sician to  society,  are  graphic  and  true.  He  discourses  admirably  on  the 
effects  of  civilization,  the  multiplication  of  diseases  that  accompany  man  in 
his  progress,  from  a  rude  condition  to  that  state  in  which  are  enjoyed  the 
com  forts,  elegancies,  and  other  appliances  belonging  to  the  households  of  the 
opulent.  Next,  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  from  its  antiquity,  and  the 
good  it  has  rendered  in  every  age  ;  the  intellectual  character  that  apper- 
tains to  the  pursuits  of  the  practitioner  ;  and,  finally,  the  respect  which  is 
conceded  to  those  who  have  done  and  who  do  well,  in  the  high  vocation  of 
relieving  the  distresses  of  the  sick,  are  managed  with  the  skill  of  a  scholar, 
and  the  good  judgment  of  a  sound  thinker. 

It  would  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  labor  to  £0  into  a  minute 
analysis  of  the  whole  pamphlet,  since  the  reader  of  it  would,  like  ourselves, 
arrive  at  the  same  general  conclusion — that  this  introductory  is  a  sound 
exhibition  of  a  cultivated  mind. 


Dungli son's  Practice  of  Medicine. — A  question  is  not  unfrequently  asked 
m  regard  to  the  best  work  extant  on  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  which  cannot 
be  readily  determined,  since  the  English  language  abounds  in  excellent 
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treatises  in  this  particular  department,  and  there  are  favorite  authors  and 
guide  books  which  maintain  an  ascendancy  over  others  of  the  same  age 
and  country,  simply  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  arrangement  of  the  ma- 
terials or  the  happy  tact  of  the  writers.  As  a  general  observation,  we 
believe  those  medical  books  are  decidedly  the  best  which  are  the  least 
embarrassed  with  theoretical  speculations.  Both  students  and  practitioners 
require  plain  and  correct  statements,  and  especially  so  in  the  descriptions 
of  diseases.  In  Dr.  Dunglison's  volumes,  there  is  a  kind  of  pervading 
exactness  on  every  page,  that  is  at  once  recognized,  and,  in  fact,  the  medical 
public  has  long  since  decided  that  implicit  reliance  may  be  placed  in  any 
work  which  he  permits  to  appear  with  his  own  name  upon  the  title  page. 
A  third  edition  of  his  treatise  on  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics  has 
just  been  published  by  Lea  and  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia.  It  has  passed 
through  so  many  careful  examinations,  and  received  so  many  improvements, 
under  the  vigilant  eye  of  the  indefatigable  man  who  first  gave  it  existence, 
that  it  would  be  an  anomaly  in  medical  literature  if  it  had  not  grown  better 
and  better.  The  student  of  medicine  will  find,  in  these  two  elegant  volumes, 
a  mine  of  facts,  a  gathering  of  precepts  and  advice  from  the  world  of  expe- 
rience, that  will  nerve  him  with  courage,  and  faithfully  direct  him  in  his 
efforts  to  relieve  the  physical  sufferings  of  the  race. 


Dr.  Meigs's  Work  on  Females  and  their  Diseases. — Two  notices,  in  com- 
mendation of  this  book,  have  appeared  in  this  Journal — one  by  a  gentleman 
who  enjoys  a  wide-spread  reputation  for  knowledge  of  female  maladies  ; 
and  the  other  by  the  editor — neither  of  whom,  it  is  believed,  were  biased 
by  any  considerations  of  partiality  for  the  author.  We  relished  the  style — 
a  flowing,  conversational  freedom  of  thought  and  expression  characterizing 
the  whole,  and  giving  even  pretty  grave  parts  an  inviting  aspect.  The  fact 
could  not  be  denied,  as  we  thought,  that  the  volume  was  well  calculated  to 
have  an  extensive  circulation,  on  account  of  the  precepts  it  inculcates, 
the  practical  value  it  really  possesses,  and  the  lively,  agreeable  method 
Dr.  Meigs  has  discovered  of  gaining  the  entire  attention  of  the  reader. 
Notwithstanding  these  estimable  properties,  intimations  are  abroad  that 
the  work  is  disliked,  from  an  opinion  that  it  is  too  light — lacking  that  weight 
of  dignity  which  becomes  scientific  treatises*  and  exhibiting  a  flippancy  in 
handling  subjects  that  his  predecessors  approached  with  all  due  solemnity. 
In  a  word,  it  seems  to  be  deficient  in  a  kind  of  Dutch  ponderosity,  once  con- 
sidered essential  to  securing  the  approbation  of  those  learned  gentlemen  in 
physic,  who  judge  of  the  qualities  of  an  author's  mental  powers,  by  his 
ability  to  throw  those,  who  honor  him  with  half  an  hour's  reading,  into  a 
profound  slumber.  But  efforts,  far  stronger  than  any  present  demonstrations 
of  hostility  to  the  labors  of  Dr.  Meigs,  must  be  made  to  convince  the  active 
literary  consumers  of  professional  treatises,  that  this  book  is  thus  unworthy 
of  their  attention.  The  fact  that  it  is  slighted,  in  a  decree,  in  high  places, 
will  rather  tend  to  increase  the  sale.  But,  either  with  or  without  perse- 
cution, Dr.  Meigs  may  feel  assured  of  continued  popularity. 


Paine's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. — Messrs.  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood, 
the  New  York  publishers,  have  sent  forth  a  new  edition  of  the  above  work. 
Martyn  Paine,  M.D.,  Profpssor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia 
Medica  in  the  University  School,  is  the  author.    It  abounds  in  facts,  pre- 
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sented  in  the  fewest  words.  The  origin,  subsequent  history,  the  true 
medicinal  value,  and  the  doses,  of  each  article  usually  prescribed  in  medical 
practice,  constitute  one  of  the  good  features  of  this  edition.  Dr.  Paine  is 
no  idler  in  science — and  from  the  fact  that  he  is,  and  has  long  been,  inces- 
santly devoted  to  the  study  of  medicine,  his  experience  and  observations 
must  command  attention,  however  disposed  some  may  be  to  object  to  his 
researches  on  the  philosophy  of  diseases.  The  book  before  us  gives  the 
essence  of  all  the  great  treatises  extant,  on  the  materia  medica,  and  there- 
fore must  always  be  a  convenient  book  for  reference  as  authority. 


Transactions  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians. — The  quarterly 
reports  of  this  very  efficient  body  are  always  read  with  interest.  There  is 
some  vitality  in  the  association  ;  and  that  is  not  all — a  willingness  is  man- 
ifested to  have  others  profit  by  their  deliberations.  We  consider  the  regular 
publication  of  the  transactions  of  the  College,  either  in  the  present  form  or 
as  communications  to  some  other  periodical,  an  admirable  feature,  and 
calculated  to  excite  both  inquiry  and  emulation  abroad.  If  the  five  medical 
colleges  of  Philadelphia,  sustained  as  they  are  by  about  eleven  hundred 
students,  had  been  influenced  by  an  exclusive  policy,  that  would  forbid  the 
publication  of  a  lecture  of  one  of  the  faculty,  because  it  was  the  professor's 
private  property ;  and  the  various  literary  and  scientific  institutions,  which 
give  a  wide  spreading  renown  to  that  city,  had,  like  an  oyster  in  his  closed 
shell,  never  allowed  a  thought  to  slip  out  of  the  charmed  circle,  lest  it  should 
grow  into  importance  somewhere  else,  there  would  probably  now  have  been 
but  just  one  medical  school  in  that  city,  instead  of  its  being  the  acknow- 
ledged focus  of  medical  enterprise,  education  and  thrift. 


Etherization,  luith  Surgical  Remarks. — The  profession  are  under  obliga- 
tions to  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  for  this  timely  contribution  to  surgery.  He  was 
the  first  to  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  new  agent  for  subdu- 
ing pain  in  surgical  operations,  and  the  first  to  use  it.  Having  employed 
it,  or  assisted  in  its  employment,  in  about  200  cases  of  surgery,  he  has 
now  published,  in  a  succinct  form,  the  results  of  his  experience,  and  ad- 
vanced his  opinions  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  discovery,  and  its  import- 
ance to  humanity.  This  is  authority  not  to  be  questioned,  since  the  author 
is  at  the  head  of  operative  surgery  in  the  United  States,  and  we  there- 
fore trust  our  medical  brethren  will  avail  themselves  of  the  important  in- 
formation the  treatise  contains.  Copies  are  on  sale  at  Ticknor's,  Washing- 
ion  street. 


Domestic  Homoeopathy. — Mr.  Otis  Clapp,  the  Boston  publisher  of  homoeo- 
pathic books,  has  kindly  remembered  us  with  the  last  one  from  his  press — 
containing  "  Rules  for  the  domestic  treatment  of  the  maladies  of  infants, 
children  and  adults,  and  for  the  couduct  and  the  treatment  during  preg- 
nancy, confinement  and  suckling,  by  John  Epps,  M.D.,  &c.  Third  Ame- 
can  from  the  fourth  London  edition,  edited  and  enlarged  by  Geo.  W.  Cook, 
M.D."  We  can  say  of  this,  as  we  have  been  ready  to  say  on  all  former 
occasions,  in  relation  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  homceopathists, 
that  if  they  are  satisfied,  we  are,  as  it  is  in  vain  to  reason  with  the 
disciples  of  Hahnemann.     That  which  is  systematically  clear,  beautiful 
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and  true,  to  their  apprehension,  in  medicine,  is  a  phantom  to  our  mental 
vision.  But  the  time  for  discussion  with  us  has  passed  by,  and  we  have 
resolved  to  be  gratified  with  whatever  they  say  meets  their  approval. 
If  they  are  truly  enlightened  by  the  works  they  read,  we  are  certainly  glad 
of  it,  and  hope  the  public  will  reap  the  benefit  of  their  illumination. 


Death  of  Robert  Liston,  of  London. — The  last  arrival  from  Europe 
brings  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  celebrated  surgeon, 
Mr.  Liston,  at  the  age  of  52  years.  It  is  but  a  few  weeks  since  the  jour- 
nals announced  his  complete  recovery  from  a  serious  indisposition,  and  the 
above  announcement,  therefore,  is  received  with  the  greater  surprise  and 
grief. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Legislature  of  Indiana  was  recently  com- 
pelled to  adjourn  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  among  the 
members. — Cases  of  smallpox  have  appeared  in  various  parts  of  the  north- 
ern sections  of  Vermont,  also  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  causing  considerabie 
excitement.  It  is  said  also  to  exist  at  Norwich,  Conn. — Dr.  Niles,  for- 
merly of  Boston,  has  been  appointed  minister  to  Sardinia,  and  confirmed 
by  the  United  States  Senate. — Three  hundred  small  farmers  died  on  one 
estate  in  the  county  of  Cork,  Ireland,  in  the  course  of  last  year,  and  were 
buried  in  one  trench. — Dr,  Edward  P.  Scott  is  speaker  of  the  Senate  in 
Virginia. — Dr.  Crump,  American  Minister  to  Chili,  has  returned  home. 
— In  the  University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  there  are  37  students  study, 
ing  natural  philosophy,  109  devoted  to  chemistry ;  67  reading  medicine- 
and  67  engaged  in  acquiring  anatomy  and  surgery. — In  the  Supreme 
Court,  held  in  Portland,  Me.,  Barzillai  Howard  received  $2500  damages 
against  Dr.  John  Grover,  for  malpractice  in  an  amputation  case. — Two 
children  recently  died  of  hydrophobia,  near  Mary's  Landing  N.  J. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Martyn's  paper  on  the  origin  of  the  vaccine  virus,  and  Dr.  Ells- 
worth's case  of  Amputation,  have  been  received. 


Married,— Dr.  H.  H.  Woodruff,  of  North  Salem,  N.  Y.;  to  Miss  C.  Abbott. 


Died, — At  Williamsburgh,  Long-  Island,  Dr.  Charles  Butterfield,  65. — At  Liverpool,  England, 
Dr.  MargrafT,  very  learned  in  languages. — In  the  same  city,  in  his  80th  year,  Edward  Holme, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  president  of  the  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. — In  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  Dr.  Thompson,  of  (he  Glasgow  Hospital,  a  victim  to  typhus  fever. — At  Warrington, 
Eng.,  James  Kendrick,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.L.S..  &c, senior  physician  to  the  Warrington  Dispensary. — 
In  Burlington,  Vt.,  Charles  Hall,  M.D.,  62.— At  White  Hall,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  J.  B.  Milton— a  young 
and  talented  physician — of  ship  fever,  in  the  hospital  lor  Irish  paupers. — Of  ship  fever,  Dr.  Charles 
A.  Porter,  one  of  the  Assistant  Physicians  at  the  Quarantine  Hospital,  Staten  Island. — At  Newark, 
N.  J..  John  Frame,  M.D.,  22.— At  Gates,  near  Rochester,  Dr.  Edwin  G.  Munn.— At  Erzeroum,  Per- 
sia, Dr.  Bell.  Physician  to  the  British  Embassy.— At  Nice,  Dr.  Miquel,  principal  editor  of  the 
Bulletin  de  Therapeulique. — Dr.  Burdach,  Prolessor  in  (he  University  of  Kiinigsberg. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Jan.  8th,  58. — Males,  39 — females,  19. — 
Stillborn,  5.  Of  consumption,  16' — dropsy  on  the  brain.  1 — typhus  fever,  10 — old  age,  1 — 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — quinsy,  1 — lung  fever.  3 — croup,  6 
— infantile,  5 — haemorrhage,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  l< — disease  of  the  bowels,  2 — marasmus,  1 
— worms,  1 — convulsions,  2 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — teething,  1— inflammation  of  the  uterus,  1 — 
disease  of  the  heart,  1 — child-bed,  1. 

Under  5  years,  25 — between  5  and  20  years,  2 — between  20  and  40  years,,  18 — between  40 
and  60  years,  6 — over  60  years,  7. 
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Importance  of  Bodily  Health  to  the  Physician. — Among  the  requisites 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  art,  there  is  scarcely  one  of  more 
importance  than  the  possession  of  a  sound  constitution — at  least  in  the  out- 
set of  your  career.  It  has  been  well  observed  by  a  distinguished  veteran 
in  our  ranks,  "  that  no  axiom  is  more  clearly  established,  or  more  generally 
admitted,  than  that  which  declares,  that  all  that  we  practically  are,  and 
that  we  can  accomplish  in  our  present  state,  is,  for  the  most  part,  the  result 
of  our  organization.  If  well  organized,  and  in  health,  we  are  in  a  condition 
to  be  comfortable,  prosperous,  and  useful  ;  but  if  our  organization  be  de- 
fective or  unsound,  the  reverse  is  true.  To  our  organization  we  are  as 
exclusively  indebted  for  the  character  and  amount  of  our  intellectual  and 
moral  qualities,  as  our  physical  ;  as  positively  so  for  the  strength  and  activity 
of  our  reason  and  virtue,  as  of  our  muscles  and  joints.  However  paradox- 
ical this  may  appear  to  some,  or  perhaps  heterodoxical  to  others,  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  physical  man  testifies  to  its  truth.  The  brain  is  as  truly 
and  as  obviously  the  organ  of  feeling,  sentiment,  and  thought,  as  the  glands 
are  of  secretion,  and  the  muscles  of  motion.  A  large,  healthy,  and 
well  formed  brain  (if  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  body),  therefore, 
gives  strength  of  intellect  and  soundness  of  virtue  to  the  philosopher 
and  statesman,  as  certainly  and  directly,  as  large,  healthy  and  well 
formed  muscles  and  nerves  give  force  to  the  arm  of  the  smith  or  the 
leg  of  the  dancer  !*##****Wetfe  this  point  borne  in  mind,  by  those 
who  promulgate  "systems  of  education,"  examples  of  puny  intellect 
would  become  less  common  ;  and  valuable  time,  now  devoted  to  the 
senseless  and  futile  projects  of  teaching  the  mind  without  reference  to  the 
condition  or  degree  of  development  of  the  organs  with  which  it  has  to  work, 
would  be  saved.  But  do  not  suppose  that  in  what  I  have  said,  I  desire  to 
favor  in  the  least  the  doctrine,  that  the  phenomena  of  man's  life  are  the 
result  of  his  mechanism  alone,  and  that  this  mechanism  is  the  effect  of 
chance — far  from  it;  such  a  theory  is  but  the  day  dream  of  a  driveller, 
transient  as  its  author,  baseless  as  a  shadow.  All  that  I  wish  to  urge  is 
simply  this,  that  for  the  accomplishment  of  every  great  mental  achievement, 
physical  qualifications  are  of  the  highest  importance.  The  old  axiom, 
"  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano,"  is  full  of  wisdom,  and  if  there  is  one  among 
you  so  unfortunate  as  to  possess  a  feeble  constitution,  let  me  counsel  him 
as  one  who  has  dearly  proven  the  misery  of  such  a  possession,  to  abandon 
the  study  of  medicine  at  once,  or  at  least  until  vigor  and  tone  have  been 
imparted  to  his  frame.  Without  health,  the  professional  life  of  a  man  is 
one  long,  dreary  night  of  suffering  and  disappointment. — Professor  Mutter's 
Introductory  Lecture. 


The  Nature  of  Gen.  Shields's  Wound. — This  gallant  soldier  has  recently 
been  the  truest  of  our  city,  and  we  were  called  upon  to  dress  his  second 
wound:  being  detained,  we  found  our  friend,  Dr.  Dugas,  in  attendance 
when  we  arrived.  It  is  known  that  Gen.  Shields  was  wounded  twice  in 
the  recent  battles  in  Mexico.  By  the  discharge  of  a  cannon  at  Cerro 
Gordo,  he  was  shot  through  the  body  and  given  over  as  certain  to  die.  The 
General  thinks  it  was  a  grape  shot  that  traversed  his  chest.  The  ball  has 
evidently  passed  between  the  lungs,  through  the  mediastina  ;  entering  within 
the  right  nipple  and  passing  out  near  the  spine  on  the  right  side.  He  spat  no 
blood,  did  not  fall,  and  even  gave  the  word  of  command  after  being  wounded. 
In  a  few  moments  he  was  in  indescribable  agony,  and  prayed  even  for 
death,  to  be  relieved  ! — Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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CLINICAL  NOTES  AND   POST-MORTEM  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  TYPHUS 
OR  SHIP  FEVER,  AS  IT  OCCURRED  AT  HOUSE  OF  INDUS- 
TRY AND  DEER  ISLAND  HOSPITALS  IN  1847. 

By  J.  B.  Upham,  M.D.,  Boston. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 

The  following  illustrations  of  maculated  typhus  or  ship  fever  were  ob- 
tained during  a  period  of  four  months'  observation  at  the  hospitals  con- 
nected with  the  House  of  Industry  at  South  Boston,  and  subsequently 
of  four  weeks  in  the  fever  wards  at  Deer  Island.  During  this  time  about 
700  cases  of  that  disease  were  seen.  Those  here  presented  are  a  few 
from  a  multitude  of  records  there  made,  partial  or  entire,  as  the  value  or 
interest  of  the  case  dictated,  or  time  would  allow.  Of  these  instances 
some  will  be  submitted  at  length  and  in  detail.  Abstracts  of  others 
will  be  made,  or  the  pathological  researches  alone  given. 

It  is  presumed  no  apology  need  be  offered  for  occupying  a  space  in  a 
few  numbers  of  this  Journal  with  such  delineations,  though  some  of 
them  may  seem  at  first  sight  unnecessarily  minute.  The  whole  sub- 
ject demands  the  attention  of  the  medical  community.  The  disease, 
among  all  classes  and  conditions  sufficiently  severe,  has  proved  particu- 
larly fatal  in  this  country  whenever  it  has  assailed  the  ranks  of  our  pro- 
fession. From  present  appearances  we  have  no  reason  to  anticipate  its 
speedy  cessation  amongst  us.  Contributions,  then,  from  every  source, 
which  may  serve  to  elucidate  the  pathology,  the  habits  and  treatment 
of  the  disease,  as  it  shows  itself  here,  will  no  doubt  be  welcomed. 

The  selections  which  follow  are  made,  not  with  a  view  to  offer  any- 
thing remarkable  and  unusual,  but  to  present  fair  examples  of  the  fever 
as  it  appeared  at  the  above-named  places,  and  illustrate  its  various  types 
and  modifications,  in  both  its  mild  and  severe  forms,  whether  terminating 
in  recovery  or  otherwise.  The  imperfections  which  may  occur  will 
claim  indulgence,  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  observations  were 
taken  necessarily  in  a  hurried  manner,  under  peculiarly  depressing  influ- 
ences, and  in  circumstances  when  a  constant  demand  for  the  exertions 
at  the  bedside,  of  the  medical  force  in  attendance,  gave  little  time  for 
study  and  investigation  elsewhere. 

The  first  case  adduced  is  one  of  sporadic  nature,  which  occasionally 
25 
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presented,  of  medium  severity,  which  could  be  traced  to  no  definite 
source,  running  its  course  evenly,  and  without  any  marked  phenomena, 
but  of  the  nature  of  which  there  could  be  no  doubt. 

Case  I. — Mary  J.  D.,  30  years  of  age,  of  large  frame,  bilious  and 
nervous  temperament,  was  admitted  to  hospital  of  House  of  Industry 
July  1st,  with  fever.  Two  or  three  weeks  previously  she  was  discharged 
from  the  wards,  where  she  had  remained  several  weeks  under  treatment 
for  chronic  bronchial  affection  with  indigestion  and  other  dyspeptic 
symptoms.  At  the  time  of  her  departure  she  considered  herself  well, 
and  returned  to  her  situation  as  domestic  in  a  family  in  the  city. 

Having  experienced  for  two  or  three  days  previously  erratic  pains 
throughout  the  system,  with  occasional  nausea,  anorexia,  dizziness  and 
general  lassitude,  on  the  26th  of  June,  while  about  her  usual  employ- 
ment, she  was  suddenly  seized  with  chills,  accompanied  with  violent 
headache,  and  followed  by  heat,  pain  in  the  back,  joints  and  limbs, 
stiffness,  and  general  soreness  of  the  muscles. 

The  following  day  she  took  to  her  bed.  Since  then  the  above  symp- 
toms have  been  increasing  from  day  to  day,  with  decided  exacerbations 
at  night.  She  has  had  hot  skin,  thirst,  a  loaded  tongue,  perverted  vision, 
great  restlessness  and  inability  to  sleep. 

She  had  been  purged  freely  at  the  outset,  and  two  days  previous  to 
admission  got  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  which  operated  well. 

July  1st. — Appears  a  good  deal  prostrated.  Complains  of  violent 
headache,  particularly  intense  in  a  line  across  the  forehead,  and  pains 
in  back,  loins  and  limbs  ;  much  nausea,  retching  ;  foul  and  loaded  tongue. 
She  has  considerable  cough,  but  this  is  of  long  standing.  Abdomen  soft 
and  natural.  No  appetite,  intense  thirst,  great  restlessness  and  general 
uneasiness.  Directed  tepid  sponging  of  arms  and  chest.  Cold  lotions 
to  head — cool  drinks — light  farinaceous  diet.    Morphia,  gr.  1-8,  nocte. 

2d. — Drowsed  a  little,  but  got  no  refreshing  sleep  during  the  night. 
This  morning  has  still  intense  pain  across  the  forehead  and  in  the  eyes, 
with  great  sensibility  to  light — brows  contracted  —  face  sallow  and 
expressive  of  some  stupor — tongue  swollen  and  flabby,  covered  with  a 
thick,  yellowish  white  fur  extending  to  edges  and  tip — bad  taste  in  mouth 
— foetor  of  breath — harassing  cough — pain  and  soreness  of  chest  undi- 
minished— percussion  good  anteriorly — slight  bronchial  mucous  rale — 
burning  heat  in  stomach — dull  pain  in  upper  portion  of  right  iliac  region, 
increased  by  coughing — abdomen  otherwise  natural — pulse  94,  regular, 
quick  and  jerking,  moderately  full — urine  scanty,  high  colored,  thick 
and  sedirnentous — three  stools,  very  dark  and  foetid — skin  dry,  but  little 
above  the  ordinary  temperature.  Surface  of  abdomen,  chest  and  shoulders 
presents,  on  careful  examination,  a  peculiar  obscure  mottled  appearance, 
resembling  the  commencing  congestion  of  a  mild  case  of  roseola,  but  no 
maculae  yet  defined. 

Cold  drinks  in  small  quantities  frequently  administered — gruel — bland 
arrowroot  given  cold — evaporating  lotion  to  head — turpentine  stupe  to 
chest  and  epigastrium — efferves.  mixt.  p.  r.  n.  ;  sulph.  morph.  gr.  1-8 
repeated  in  two  hours,  s.  o.  s. 
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3d. — Slept  pretty  well  on  1-8.  gr.  morphine — expression  of  face  much 
the  same — headache  less  severe — eyes  a  little  injected — tongue  has  some- 
what darker  coat,  otherwise  the  same — slight  appearance  of  sordes  on 
teeth  and  lips — great  foetor  of  breath — skin  dry  and  hot,  with  great 
sensitiveness  of  surface — pulse  104,  regular,  moderately  full  and  firm — 
cough  the  same — tenderness  of  epigastrium  slight — pain  and  uneasiness 
of  chest  relieved — abdomen  soft,  natural,  no  tenderness  on  pressure — no 
pain.  Macula?  apparent  on  abdomen  and  sides  of  chest,  seen  also  faintly  on 
arms  and  legs;  these  spots  disappear  almost  wholly  on  pressure,  and  resemble 
the  lighter  eruption  of  measles — urine  scanty  and  high  colored — no  stool 
— surface  of  whole  body  emanates  a  strong,  offensive  and  peculiar  odor 
— flying  pains  in  back  and  limbs — intelligence  good — no  appetite — great 
thirst  for  cold  drinks.  Diet  and  drinks  as  yesterday — cont.  efferv.  mixt.  ; 
ol.  ricini,  §  ss.  in  emulsion  ;  morphia,  p.  r.  n.  at  night ;  lot.  to  head  cont. 

4th. — Slept  early  in  the  night,  after  two  doses  morphia.  General 
appearance  as  yesterday — pain  continues  in  head,  back  and  loins — eyes 
the  same — face  somewhat  flushed — tongue  inclining  to  brown — chest 
natural  on  percussion  anteriorly — slight  bronchial  mucous  rale — some 
dullness  inferiorly  on  back — respiration  generally  somewhat  obscure — 
some  tenderness  at  epigastrium — considerable  nausea  and  retching.  Ab- 
domen soft,  natural — no  tympanitis,  tenderness  or  pain — skin  more 
hot,  but  moist — burning  sensation  at  stomach — pulse  as  yesterday: — spots 
more  numerous  and  distinct,  seen  on  abdomen,  chest,  extremities  and 
back — urine  as  yesterday — three  stools  of  dark-yellowish  brown  color. 
The  strong  and  peculiar  odor  of  surface  very  noticeable — no  appetite 
— great  desire  for  cold  drinks — intelligence  a  little  obscured. 

Ice  water  in  small  quantities  and  frequently — liq.  acet.  ammon.,  §  ss. 
q.  t.  hora,  or  neutral  mixture  if  the  former  disagrees — morphia  at  night  in 
closes  1-16  gr.  repeated  every  hour  till  sleep  supervene,  or  till  1-4  gr.  has 
been  taken. 

5th. — Took  1-8  gr.  morphia  last  night,  which  procured  sleep  of  short 
continuance  and  disturbed — general  appearance  of  more  prostration — 
pain  in  head  abated,  continues  in  back  and  loins — eyes  slightly  injected 
— face  less  flushed — tongue  swollen,  coat  darker  in  middle,  very  white 
towards  edges,  but  quite  moist — cough  severe,  attended  with  pain  and 
looseness — considerable  tenderness  at  epigastrium — nausea  and  retching 
relieved — heat  of  skin  increased,  communicating  a  burning  sensation  to 
the  hand — general  and  great  sensitiveness  of  surface.  Spots  apparent  on 
chest,  abdomen  and  back,  mostly  vanish  under  firm  pressure,  more  nu- 
merous and  persistent  on  back — pulse  104,  soft,  compressible — breath- 
ing hurried  and  laborious,  but  regular — urine  as  yesterday — one  stool — 
intelligence  good — no  appetite — persistent  thirst — desires  cold  and 
acid  drinks. 

Mild  farinaceous  diet  given  in  small  quantities  at  regular  intervals — 
tepid  sponging  of  trunk  and  arms — liq.  acet.  ammonia  or  effervescing 
draught — cold  drinks  slightly  acidulated  with  cream  of  tartar.  Morphia 
nocte,  p.  r.  n. 

6th. — Took  1-4  gr.  morphia — rested  better  during  the  night — still  in- 
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creasing  prostration — pain  more  severe  in  head — in  back  and  limbs  as 
yesterday — eyes  sensitive  and  suffused — face  paler — tongue  as  yesterday 
— cough  rather  less — some  tenderness  of  epigastrium — nausea  returned 
— skin  moist  but  intensely  hot  (calor  mordicans) — spots  much  as  yester- 
day, a  little  paler — pulse  104,  a  little  fuller  and  firmer — breathing  36, 
somewhat  laborious,  interrupted  by  coughing — considerable  apathy  and 
stupor,  but  patient  easily  aroused  ,  and  then  answers  questions  readily 
and  rationally — some  sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — breath  very  foetid — no 
appetite — urgent  thirst  continues — one  yellowish-brown  liquid  stool — 
urine  more  abundant  and  of  lighter  color. 

Spirits  Mindereri  or  soda,  p.  r.  n.  Sponge  with  very  mild  solution  of 
chloride  of  soda,  tepid  or  cold,  as  most  agreeable.  Terebinthinate  lini- 
ment to  chest  and  epigastrium — in  other  respects  ut  heri. 

7th. — Took  1-4  gr.  morphia  and  slept  well  all  night — face  as  yester- 
day— eyes  less  sensitive  to  light — tongue  swollen — coat  more  foul  and 
dark — sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — skin  very  hot  but  moist — coughs  much 
— great  tenderness  in  epigastric  region — abdomen  soft  and  natural — 
spots  disappearing — pulse  100,  of  moderate  strength  and  volume — res- 
piration 32,  laborious,  accompanied  with  moaning — urine  as  yesterday — 
bowels  rather  loose — stools  watery,  dark  and  offensive — no  appetite 
— thirst  continues  urgent — complains  of  loss  of  memory  and  great 
weakness. 

Sinapism  to  epigastrium — pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  viij.,  which  repeat  s.  o.  s. 
Continue  in  other  respects  as  yesterday.  Morphia  in  minute  doses  at 
night,  s.  o.  s. 

8th. — Slept  well  most  of  the  night  after  gr.  1-4  of  morphia — general 
appearance  improved,  though  expressive  of  great  weakness — eyes  clearer 
and  less  sensitive  to  light — pain  in  head  much  less— tongue  somewhat 
swollen,  covered  with  foul,  dark-yellow  coat  in  middle,  very  white  to- 
wards edges,  cleaning  at  tip — sordes  on  teeth — skin  less  hot  and  more 
moist — coughs  much — soreness  at  epigastrium  much  relieved — abdomen 
soft  and  natural — bowels  not  so  loose — one  stool  this  morning,  more 
natural — maculae  faintly  seen — breathing  28,  less  laborious,  with  slight 
moaning — pulse  88,  firmer — a  little  appetite — thirst  not  so  urgent — com- 
plains of  weakness  and  faintness.  Repeat  sinapism,  s.  o.  s. — increase 
diet — beef-tea  cautiously  given — toast  water — morphia  nocte,  gr.  1-16 
repeated  q.  semi  bora  till  sleep  ensues. 

9th. — Took  morphia  three  times  and  slept  pretty  well — general  ap- 
pearance much  as  yesterday — eyes  the  same — face  more  flushed — head- 
ache increased — tongue  as  yesterday — sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — cough 
severe — constant  dull  pain  in  chest — increased  epigastric  tenderness — 
breathing  32,  regular,  slightly  laborious — abdomen  soft  and  natural — 
skin  moderately  cool,  moist — pulse  88,  character  as  yesterday — urine 
♦he  same — one  stool,  scanty  and  dark — diminished  thirst  and  improved 
appetite. 

Effervescing  draught — turpentine  stupe  to  chest  and  epigastrium. 
Omit  beef-tea,  and  allow  only  toast  water,  bland  arrowroot  or  panada  in 
small  quantities  and  at  frequent  intervals. 

10th. — Took  1-4  gr.  morphia  and  slept  well — general  appearance 
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brighter — face  paler  than  natural — eyes  clearer — tongue  has  a  dark- 
yellow,  foul  coat  on  centre  and  base,  moist — very  little  sordes  on  lips — 
pulse  82 — respiration  32 — one  stool,  more  natural — appetite  improved. 
More  nourishing  diet — morph.  nocte. 

11th. — Slept  much  yesterday,  but  little  during  the  night — tongue  a 
little  improved — sordes  gone  from  lips,  a  little  on  teeth — very  little  pain 
in  head,  much  in  extremities — slight  tenderness  of  epigastrium — abdomen 
natural — skin  cool  and  moist — pulse  80,  feeble,  compressible — breathing 
38,  easy — urine  natural — no  stool — considerable  thirst — appetite  good. 

R.  Vin.  puri,  sol.  sulph.  quiniae,  aa  M.  §  ss.  every  fourth  hour.  Nou- 
rishing diet — toast  water. 

12th. — General  aspect  improved,  but  expressive  of  weakness — severe 
pain  in  legs,  but  none  elsewhere — tongue  cleaning,  moist — cough  loose 
and  much  less — skin  cool  and  moist — pulse  80,  fuller  and  firmer — 
breathing  good — no  stool — but  little  thirst — appetite  moderate.  R.  Ol. 
ricini,  §  ss.  in  aromatic  emulsion — wine  and  quinine  continued — mutton 
broth  in  small  quantities. 

13th. — Slept  well  without  the  aid  of  morphia — eyes  and  face  natural 
— tongue  has  thin,  moist,  dark -brownish  coat  in  middle,  natural  at  tip 
and  edges — no  tenderness  at  epigastrium — thirst  diminished — appetite 
improved — pain  in  lower  extremities  severe  and  annoying — skin  cool  and 
moist,  natural — one  stool — pulse  80,  soft,  regular,  of  moderate  volume. 
More  nourishing  diet  given  often  in  small  quantities — wine  and  quinine 
continued  less  frequently — stimulating  pediluvia. 

20th. — Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  since  last  date.  Convalescence 
has  proceeded  evenly  and  rapidly  as  could  have  been  expected  in  a  pre- 
viously enfeebled  constitution.  Nourishing  diet  and  drinks — beef-tea 
and  broths  cautiously  given — bitter  tonics  alone  or  in  combination  with 
stimulants,  and  oil  in  emulsion  to  open  the  bowels  when  costive,  has  been 
prescribed,  as  circumstances  required.  Patient  has  now  her  usual  degree 
of  health. 

This  case  offers  nothing  remarkable.  Its  duration,  from  the  first  ac- 
cession of  fever  to  convalescence,  was  16  days.  As  might  have  been 
predicted,  the  force  of  the  disease  was  determined  chiefly  to  the  chest. 
Next  to  the  lungs,  the  stomach  suffered  most.  The  prostration  was  very 
considerable.  The  brain  was  only  slightly  affected.  There  was  no 
very  marked  vascular  or  nervous  excitement.  The  eruption,  the  hot 
skin,  the  peculiar  odor  of  the  perspiration,  and  the  general  fuliginous 
aspect,  were  characteristic.  The  only  plan  of  treatment  demanded  was 
the  expectant,  till  marked  prostration  began  to  appear,  when  the 
combination  of  wine  and  quinine  with  a  strengthening  diet,  cautiously 
managed,  produced  the  best  effects.  Diarrhoea,  which  came  on  once, 
was  readily  checked  by  the  powders  of  ipecac,  and  opium  in  small 
doses. 

Case  II. — John  Swain,  a  sailor,  49  years  of  age,  of  robust  frame 
and  hardy  constitution,  formerly  intemperate,  became  an  inmate  of  House 
of  Industry  in  April  last.  He  assisted  occasionally  as  nurse  in  the  fever 
wards,  and  was  constantly  more  or  less  in  communication  with  the  sick. 
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Thursday,  June  24th,  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Four  days  previously  he 
complained  of  weakness,  lassitude  and  incapacity  for  exertion,  with  head- 
ache, pain  in  back  and  limbs,  uneasy  sensations  at  the  stomach,  general 
sensitiveness  of  surface  and  soreness  of  the  muscles,  or,  to  use  his  own 
expression,  "a  bruised  feeling  as  though  he  had  been  beaten  with  clubs." 
For  the  three  following  days,  these  symptoms  continued  in  an  aggravated 
form,  with  occasional  rigors  and  alternations  of  heat.  His  appetite  re- 
mained pretty  good,  and  he  still  kept  about,  wearing  a  dull  look. 

June  25th. — Sixth  day  of  fever.  Had  at  time  of  admission  yester- 
day, intense  cephalalgia,  referred  chiefly  to  forehead  and  eyes,  with  in- 
crease of  all  the  preceding  symptoms— well-marked  and  protracted  chills, 
followed  by  intense  heat.  Got  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  3  ss.  which  operated 
well,  and  produced  diaphoresis  with  temporary  relief  of  symptoms. 

Slept  but  little  during  the  night — has  this  morning  intense  pain  in 
head  and  back — also  pain  in  joints  and  limbs — eyes  dull — face  flushed, 
of  darker  hue  than  natural — expression  of  some  apathy — tongue  covered 
at  centre  and  base  with  moderately  thick,  moist,  yellow  coat,  clean  and  red 
at  edges  and  tip — skin  moist,  not  much  above  the  natural  temperature — 
abdomen  soft  and  natural — slight  gurgling  in  right  iliac  region,  no  pain  on 
pressure — respiration  good — an  abundant  eruption  beginning  to  appear 
on  abdomen,  shoulders  and  chest,  like  florid  measles  in  form  and  hue, 
some  slightly  raised,  others  not  at  all,  vanishing  mostly  under  pressure 
— great  restlessness — considerable  appetite — much  thirst — pulse  84,  full 
and  moderately  strong — urine  free — one  or  two  stools  since  yesterday 
morning,  offensive.  01.  ricini  in  emulsion — light  farinacous  diet — acet. 
ammonia,  §  ss.  q.  4th  hora — morphia,  gr.  1-8,  nocte. 

7th  day. — Slept  two  hours  after  the  morphia.  On  waking  felt  much 
relieved — this  morning  expression  better — intellect  clear — less  pain  in 
head  and  back — same  in  joints — tongue  as  yesterday — face  of  dark- 
er hue — pulse  more  frequent,  of  moderate  force  and  volume,  regular — 
breathing  a  little  quicker,  regular — skin  hot  and  dry — abdomen  natural 
— no  tympanitis,  tenderness  or  soreness — gurgling  ceased — spots  more 
apparent,  of  darker  hue,  irregular  in  form,  isolated  and  in  clusters,  disap- 
pear only  partially  under  the  ringer,  and  communicate,  some  of  them,  a 
slight  sensation  of  elevation — urine  as  yesterday — bowels  regular — appe- 
tite continues  good — thirst  urgent,  desires  acid  drinks — complains  of 
much  weakness.  Gruel,  weak  tea  and  dry  toast  in  moderate  quantity — 
slightly  acidulated  drinks — tepid  sponging — acet.  ammon.,  ut  heri. 

8th. — Increased  prostration — no  good  sleep — wandering  delirium  at 
night — some  nervous  agitation — intense  pain  in  head — tongue  thickly 
coated  with  dark  yellow  fur,  but  yet  moist,  tip  and  edges  of  lilac  hue 
— dark  thin  line  of  sordes  on  lips — some  cough — pulse  more  frequent, 
otherwise  as  yesterday — skin  very  hot — perspiration  at  times  abundant, 
but  affords  no  relief — maculae  very  abundant  on  abdomen,  chest  and  ex- 
tremities, darker  in  hue,  on  some  parts  resemble  the  dark  efflorescence  of 
measles,  slightly  raised,  disappearing  on  firm  pressure,  others  of  the  na- 
ture of  true  petechia},  imbedded  in  substance  of  skin,  persistent — some 
tenderness  at  epigastrium— no  tympanitis  or  tenderness  of  abdomen — much 
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nausea  and  retching — urine  high  colored — bowels  moderately  free — de- 
jections  liquid  and  dark — appetite  still  good — much  thirst  for  acid 
drinks.  Diet  and  drinks  as  yesterday — tepid  sponging  continued — cold 
to  head — efferv.  mixt. — sulph.  morph.,  gr.  1-8  at  night,  repeated  in  two 
hours  s.  o.  s. 

9th. — Got  some  sleep  after  two  doses  morphia — pain  in  head  di- 
minished— eyes  somewat  injected — face  more  flushed,  inclining  to  leaden 
hue — tongue  darker  in  middle  and  base,  in  other  respects  as  yesterday — 
pulse  weaker,  compressible — some  irregularity  of  breathing — slight  cough, 
attended  with  some  pain — percussion  good  anteriorly — slight  bronchial 
mucous  rale — skin  less  hot — perspires  much — spots  increasing  in  abun- 
dance— still  darker,  communicate  no  sensation  of  elevation  to  the  finger — 
persistent  under  pressure — abdomen  natural — three  dejections — appetite 
morbid — some  stupor,  but  intelligence  good  when  roused — same  treat- 
ment continued. 

10th. — Slept  considerable — stupor  more  marked,  but  intelligence  clear 
when  aroused — answers  questions  with  difficulty  from  exhaustion — some 
sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — tongue  swollen,  with  dry  brownish  coat  in 
centre,  light  moist  fur  at  edges — pulse  more  frequent  and  feeble,  very 
compressible — skin  cool  and  moist — perspires  continually — spots  pete- 
chial, livid,  persistent — abdomen  natural — three  or  four  dejections. 

Beef-tea  in  small  quantities,  regularly  given —  §  ss.  of  a  mixture  of 
wine  and  sol.  sulph.  quiniae.  equal  parts,  every  fourth  hour — sulph.  morph. 
gr.  1-16  repeated  twice  at  intervals  of  an  hour. 

11th. — Slept  very  little — eyes  suffused— dull  pain  in  head — face  of 
dusky  hue — thick,  dark-brown,  foul  coat  on  tongue,  livid  at  tip  and 
edges — sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — breathing  short,  hurried — pulse  112, 
weak,  compressible,  regular — skin  moist,  slight  increase  of  temperature 
— considerable  cough — percussion  dull  at  posterior  and  inferior  portions 
of  chest — some  tenderness  at  epigastrium — abdomen  soft  and  natural — • 
abundant  livid  maculae  on  abdomen,  chest  and  back,  less  distinct  on  arms 
and  legs — urine  high  colored,  cloudy — two  stools — great  prostration — 
stupor,  but  no  decided  cerebral  symptoms — impulse  of  heart  feeble — 
appetite  gone — vin.  et  quin.  every  two  hours — mutton  broth  in  small 
quantities  frequently  given. 

Morphia  at  night  in  minute  doses,  p.  r.  n. 

12th. — Slept  well  towards  morning — 1-3  gr.  of  morphia — dull  head- 
ache continues — tongue  a  little  drier  and  browner — face  as  yesterday — 
sordes  on  teeth  and  lips — breathing  36 — pulse  112,  regular,  much  less 
compressible — skin  above  natural  temperature,  less  moist — chest  symp- 
toms as  yesterday — spots  more  apparent  on  extremities,  in  other  respects 
as  yesterday — abdomen  natural — two  stools,  yellowish,  liquid,  foetid- 
stupor  rather  less  marked — appetite  returned — intense  thirst. 

R.  Efferv.  draught — porter  in  small  quantities — vin.  et  quin.,  ut  heri. 
Morphia,  p.  r.  n. 

13th. — -Slept  pretty  well — expression  of  countenance  dull  and  vacant 
— more  stupor — eyes  less  injected,  some  sensitiveness  to  light — tongue 
protruded  with  difficulty,  red  at  tip  and  edges,  more  dry.  covered  with  a 
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thick,  dark  yellowish-brown  coat,  fissured — no  tenderness  at  epigastrium 
— percussion  decidedly  dull  to  a  considerable  extent  on  lower  back, 
with  slight  subcrepitant  rale  and  bronchophony — breathing  as  yesterday 
— skin  more  hot — pulse  112,  as  yesterday — abdomen  natural — one  stool, 
dark,  slimy,  foetid — petechias  still  of  darker  hue,  more  vivid  on  extremi- 
ties, very  abundant  and  strongly  marked  on  back — some  appetite,  and 
thirst  for  acid  drinks — great  prostration. 

Same  treatment  as  yesterday — morphia  at  night,  p.  r.  n. — tonic  mix- 
ture more  frequently  given. 

14th. — Got  some  unquiet  and  disturbed  sleep — continual  moaning — 
more  complete  prostration — great  headache,  and  pain  in  every  part  of 
body — great  sensibility  of  surface  and  soreness  of  muscles — face  more 
flushed  and  of  more  dusky  hue — tongue  glossy  at  tip  and  edges  ;  its  cen- 
tral coat  dry,  hard  and  black  ;  protruded  with  difficulty — no  sordes  on 
teeth — slight  cough — tenderness  at  epigastrium — pulse  93,  rather  more 
feeble — skin  as  yesterday — breathing  more  difficult,  short  and  hurried — 
spots  fainter — three  stools,  character  as  yesterday — appetite  capricious — 
constant  and  great  thirst  for  acid  drinks — intelligence  more  obscure — 
tendency  to  coma — subsultus  affecting  tendons  of  wrists  and  hands — 
decubitus  dorsal,  with  knees  drawn  up — slips  down  in  bed. 

Beef  tea — chicken  broth — wine  and  quinine,  §  ss.,  q.  sec.  hora.  Effer- 
ves.  draught — Dover's  powder,  grs.  v.  nocte. 

15th. — Slept  pretty  well — general  appearance  as  yesterday — pain  con- 
tinues severe  in  head  and  back — eyes  injected,  and  very  sensitive  to 
light — tongue  protruded  with  difficulty,  withdrawn  slowly,  with  a  hard, 
dry  dark  coat  extending  to  tip,  edges  livid  and  moist — more  sordes  on  lips — 
face  more  dull,  more  livid  and  dusky — chest  symptoms  less  severe — con- 
tinued tenderness  at  epigastrium — sensitiveness  of  surface  continues — 
skin,  generally,  over  the  body,  darker  than  natural — spots  fading,  the 
lightest  disappear  on  pressure,  others  do  not — very  slight  tenderness  of 
abdomen — one  stool — urine  abundant — skin  less  dry  and  hot — pulse  88, 
of  moderate  fullness  and  firmness,  regular — intelligence  improved — some 
moaning — appetite  and  thirst  less — decubitus  more  easy. 

Arrow  root — beef  tea,  cautiously  given — demulcent  drinks — tonic 
mixture  every  fourth  hour — morphine,  gr.  1-1 6th,  at  night ;  repeat  every 
hour  till  sleep  ensues,  or  till  gr.  1-4  is  taken. 

16th. — Passed  a  better  night — general  appearance  of  great  prostration 
— countenance  clearer — eyes  less  injected  and  less  sensitive — pain  in 
head  and  back  much  less — tongue  protruded  and  withdrawn  more  readily, 
clearing  at  tip  and  edges  a  little,  otherwise  as  yesterday — less  sordes — 
less  cough,  breathing  more  easy  and  free — slight  moaning — very  slight 
tenderness  at  epigastrium  and  abdomen — surface  less  sensitive — spots 
fainter — skin  natural — urine  natural — three  stools,  scanty,  yellow-^thirst 
yet  urgent — appetite  strong — intelligence  good — decubitus  easy  and 
natural — says  he  feels  weaker. 

Efferves.  draught — veal  broth — arrow  root — wine  and  quinine,  ut  heri 
— morphia,  s.  o.  s. 

17th, — Slept  very  well — complains  of  weakness  only — eyes  and  face 
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more  natural — tongue  inclining  to  moist,  its  coat  less  hard — breathing  16, 
regular,  free,  easy — cough  less — skin  cool,  natural — sensitiveness  of  sur- 
face diminished — spots  fading — no  tenderness  at  epigastrium — urine  more 
abundant,  passed  without  difficulty — two  stools,  more  natural — appetite 
good — thirst  still  considerable  for  acid  drink — intelligence  good — decubi- 
tus on  side  or  back,  easy — pulse  80,  full,  firm,  regular. 
Continue  same  remedial  measures. 

19th. — The  notes  of  yesterday  showed  an  improvement  in  all  the 
symptoms — tongue  cleaner  at  tip  and  edges,  its  coat  less  dark  and  hard 
— all  the  excretory  functions  more  naturally  performed — pulse  78,  full 
and  firm. 

This  morning,  appears  still  improved — slept  well  all  night — no  pain — 
face  and  eyes  brighter — tongue  cleaning — no  cough — skin  natural — urine 
abundant,  of  good  color — one  stool,  natural — appetite  urgent — thirst  less 
— pulse  72,  full,  regular. 

Same  treatment — particular  caution  enjoined  as  to  diet — good  farina- 
ceous articles  :  calves'  foot  jelly,  and  the  lighter  broths,  administered  in 
small  quantities,  frequently  and  regularly — tonic  mixture,  §  ss.  ter  in  die — 
morphine  1-8  gr.  nocte,  s.  o.  s. 

21st. — Yesterday  had  somewhat  more  thirst — tongue  clean  in  middle, 
but  dry  and  very  red,  a  broad  line  of  white  coat  on  each  side — no  pain — 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  every  way  better.  Substitute  a  grain  or  two 
of  sulphate  of  quinine,  three  times  a  day,  for  the  mixture. 

To-day,  tongue  cleaner,  but  rather  dry  and  very  red — no  morbid  thirst 
— universal  and  marked  improvement — complains  of  nothing  but  weak- 
ness and  hunger. 

24th. — Has  had  no  untoward  symptom — tongue  moist,  still  very  red — 
no  affection  of  chest  remaining — thirst  natural — digestion  well  performed 
— all  functions  natural.  Convalescence  was  speedily  merged  in  perfect 
health,  with  no  untoward  symptom. 

Observations. — Here  the  disease  was  more  intense  than  in  the  preced- 
ing case,  and  showed  a  pretty  distinct  crisis  on  the  eve  of  the  15th  day. 
The  persistent  appetite  was  a  curious  feature.  The  petechial  eruption 
and  dusky  surface  were  strongly  exhibited,  but  the  peculiar  heat  alluded 
to  above  was  not  present,  and  the  offensive  odor  of  the  body,  though  no- 
ticeable, was  slight.  There  was  considerable  stupor,  but  cerebral  and 
general  nervous  disturbance  was  not  marked ;  there  was  no  prominent 
affection  of  any  internal  organ.  The  tendency  was  to  general  exhaustion, 
and  the  case,  though  of  medium  severity,  is  a  fair  example  of  a  large 
class,  which  assumed  the  depressing  type  during  the  epidemic,  and  shows 
well  the  effect  of  this  form  of  the  fever  upon  a  robust  and  muscular  sub- 
ject. The  benefit  of  a  cautious  stimulant  and  tonic  treatment,  which 
was  adopted  in  such  cases,  and  followed  up  even  from  an  early  period  in 
the  disease,  is  manifest. 

The  readiness  with  which,  in  both  of  the  above  cases,  sleep  was 
induced  by  minute  doses  of  morphia,  also  demands  notice. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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AMPUTATION  OF  THE  THIGH   UNDER  THE   INFLUENCE  OF  THE 
NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

One  of  the  objections  urged  against  Mr.  Wells's  discovery,  was  that  the 
gas,  even  if  first  hit  upon,  was  of  little  value,  and  it  was  so  supposed 
because  no  important  operations  had  been  performed  under  its  influence. 
It  is  surprising  that  the  real  comparative  value  of  the  two  agents  has  not 
been  tested  by  those  who  were  so  free  with  their  opinions.  1  have  now 
the  pleasure  of  relating  an  operation,  extremely  well  calculated  to  test 
the  powers  of  the  gas,  and  that,  too,  upon  a  patient  who  remained 
unaffected  by  ether. 

I  was  called  Nov.  11th,  1847,  to  see  a  son  of  Mr.  Goodale,  of  East 
Hartford,  aged  14,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Eli  Hall,  of  that  place. 
The  lad  was  suffering  under  very  violent  inflammation  of  the  periosteum 
of  the  tibia,  extending  from  the  knee  to  the  internal  malleolus.  Dr. 
Hall  had  early  detected  the  difficulty  ;  but  it  defied  remedies  of  an  ordi- 
nary character,  and  he  had  now  punctured  the  swelling  at  the  middle 
of  the  shaft.  I  performed  Prof.  Smith's  operation,  by  laying  open  the 
bone  six  inches,  and  perforating  into  its  cavity  in  three  points.  A  great 
amount  of  pus  was  discharged,  and  it  welled  out  of  the  openings  in  the 
bone  with  each  pulsation  of  the  marrow.  Dr.  Hall,  several  days  after, 
made  an  incision  just  below  the  attachment  of  the  ligament  of  the  pa- 
tella. An  opening  over  the  internal  malleolus  was  left  to  itself,  as  it 
discharged  sufficiently  free,  and  no  good  was  likely  to  result  from  boring 
the  bone  at  this  point.  The  progress  of  the  disease  in  the  upper  end 
of  the  tibia  appeared  to  be  stayed,  though  there  was  considerable  dis- 
charge of  matter.  The  lower  opening  soon  communicated  with  the 
joint,  as  was  feared  it  would  do,  and  the  constitutional  symptoms  as- 
sumed an  alarming  character.  Four  or  five  bed  sores  upon  the  hips 
and  sacrum,  one  being  several  inches  in  circumference,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  dressing  these,  from  the  difficulty  of  moving  the  patient,  de- 
manded the  speedy  removal  of  the  offending  limb.  For  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  effects  of  ether,  it  was  freely  administered  several  days  pre 
vious  to  the  operation,  at  a  dressing.  Nearly  two  ounces  were  used, 
both  in  an  inhaler,  and  by  a  sponge,  but  with  scarcely  perceptible  effects 
It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  patient  was  extremely  agitated,  fearful 
of  the  slightest  movement  of  the  limb  ;  would  shriek  out  if  the  hand 
was  lightly  laid  upon  it,  and  would  cry  for  a  long  time,  if  he  anticipated 
any  attempt  to  elevate  it. 

January  1st,  1848.  With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Hall  and  G.  B. 
Hawley,  and  H.  Wells  and  Mr.  Reed,  dentists,  the  operation  was  per- 
formed with  the  most  gratifying  results.  The  nitrous  oxide  gas  was 
given  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Wells,  having  been  previously  thoroughly 
washed,  a  thing  which  greatly  increases  the  power  of  the  agent  and  the 
rapidity  of  its  effects.  The  lad  was  in  a  very  unpleasant  state  of  mind — 
being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  number  of  persons  standing  around,  yet 
ten  or  twelve  inspirations  rendered  him  perfectly  quiet.    The  limb  was 
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now  elevated  without  any  appearance  of  consciousness,  and  the  limb 
was  removed  by  the  double  flap  incisions,  about  three  inches  above 
the  knee. 

Upon  the  lad  arousing  from  the  state  of  insensibility,  he  inquired 
whether  the  leg  was  off.  He  said  he  did  not  know  when  the  incisions 
were  made,  but  did  when  the  bone  was  sawed,  though  it  was  evident  it 
was  not  pain  which  he  felt,  but  the  jar  of  the  system,  as  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  older  patients  when  under  the  effects  of  ether.  After  secur- 
ing the  arteries,  several  stitches  were  taken,  when  the  lad  was  in  his 
natural  state  ;  of  this  he  complained  bitterly,  and  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  gas  was  again  given.  I  now  cut  off  a  portion  of  the  popliteal 
nerve,  which  might  have  been  pressed  between  the  lower  flap  and  bone, 
and  took  the  last  stitch.  Of  these  he  was  totally  unconscious.  Up  to 
the  present  time  the  patient  has  been  mending  ;  not  the  slightest  bad 
symptom  has  followed  as  the  effect  of  the  gas,  and  every  anticipation  is 
cherished  of  a  speedy  recovery,  under  the  care  of  his  able  physician 
Dr.  Hall. 

I  am  thus  particular  in  recounting  the  effects  of  the  gas,  similar  in  so 
many  respects  to  that  of  ether,  because,  although  it  has  been  freely  used 
in  slighter  cases,  it  has  never  before  to  my  knowledge  been  used  in  a 
capital  operation.  On  the  present  occasion  it  has  proved  itself  decidedly 
the  best  of  the  two  agents.  I  hope  others  will  now  be  induced  to  try 
further  what  may  be  accomplished  with  the  nitrous  oxide,  which  invites 
their  scrutiny.  But  let  them  be  sure  that  it  is  well  prepared  and  tho- 
roughly washed,  or  it  may  sometimes  fail.  I  believe  it  to  be  more  sure, 
pleasanter  and  safer  than  ether,  though  others,  on  trial,  may  differ  from 
me.  Ether  has  especially  failed  upon  children  ;  the  gas,  thus  far,  has 
done  much  better,  and,  prepared  as  it  should  be,  has  not  as  yet  proved 
valueless.  P.  W.  Ellsworth. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  8,  1848. 


ETHERIZATION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

More  than  a  year  has  now  elapsed  since  the  first  cautious  trials  of  ether 
as  an  anodyne.  The  doubts  of  the  timid  and  the  protests  of  self-con- 
stituted guardians  of  the  public  safety,  have  all  disappeared,  and  we 
agree  in  awarding  to  this  new  remedy  a  high  rank  among  the  blessings 
of  mankind.  Its  character  is  simply  that  of  an  anodyne,  leaving  none 
of  the  unpleasant  after  effects  of  drugs  administered  in  the  alimentary 
canal.  It  is  not  to  be  looked  to  for  permanent  remedial  effect,  al- 
ihough  these  may  incidentally  occur.  It  annuls  pain  and  promotes 
sleep.  Hence,  however  useful  it  has  proved  itself  in  surgery,  its  employ- 
ment is  destined  to  be  vastly  greater  in  clinical  medicine  and  midwifery. 
As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  there  is  no  form  of  pain  incident  to  the 
human  frame  in  which  it  is  improper  to  use  it.  Its  effects  are  very 
grateful  in  all  spasmodic  diseases,  in  colic,  especially  painter's  colic,  in 
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inflammations,  in  nervous  headache,  in  neuralgia  and  rheumatism,  and 
though  temporary,  sometimes  confer  upon  the  patient  a  whole  night's  rest. 

Among  the  causes  which  have  retarded  its  more  general  adoption  in 
this  country,  and  in  Europe,  where  they  have  seized  upon  it  with  more 
avidity  than  in  the  land  of  its  nativity,  is  the  discussion  about  the  best 
form  of  apparatus  for  its  exhibition.  In  this  neighborhood  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  only  apparatus  necessary  is  a  concave  sponge,  to  be 
held,  saturated  with  ether,  over  the  mouth  and  nose.  The  only  incon- 
venience of  this  mode  of  application  is,  that  its  repeated  use,  in  various 
diseases,  gives  rise  to  an  eczematous  inflammation  about  the  mouth  and 
lips.  This  may  be  always  obviated  by  covering  the  face  with  a  piece  of 
oiled  silk,  with  holes  cut  for  the  mouth  and  nostrils. 

The  newly  introduced  agent,  the  chloroform,  is  still  more  irritating 
to  the  skin  and  prolabia.  It  is  easy  to  devise  funnel-shaped  instruments 
to  obviate  the  evils  caused  by  its  contact,  but  I  apprehend  it  will  only  be 
necessary  to  place  the  sponge,  holding  the  chloroform,  in  a  small  open- 
mouthed  phial  fastened  in  the  middle  of  a  silk  handkerchief,  and  tie  the 
corners  of  it  over  the  head.  This  latter  agent  is  so  much  more  portable 
and  agreeable,  that  if  its  effects  are  found  to  be  as  certain  and  satisfac- 
tory, and  its  present  cost  can  be  made  more  moderate,  it  will  supersede 
the  use  of  the  ether.  A.  L.  Peirson. 

Salem,  Jan.  \0th,  1848. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  VACCINE  VIRUS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — An  apology  may  appear  to  you  necessary  for  so  long  a  period 
of  silence  on  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  as  the  origin  of  vaccine 
virus.  It  has  been  a  subject  of  controversy  among  medical  men  for  the 
last  fifty  years. 

Perhaps  the  experiments  which  I  made  with  variolous  virus  in  Octo- 
ber, 1835,  may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject.*  1  resided  at  that  time 
in  the  town  of  Attleborough.  For  this  act  I  lost  my  practice,  and  was 
compelled  to  leave  my  native  State  and  seek  a  new  location.  I  remov- 
ed to  Greenville,  Illinois,  early  in  the  spring  of  1836,  and  remained  there 
until  the  spring  of  1843.  I  returned  home  in  bad  health,  with  a  broken 
constitution.  Since  my  return  my  health  has  gradually  improved,  and  I 
am  now  about  to  enter  anew  upon  the  duties  of  my  profession.  While 
at  the  West,  I  read  of  Dr.  Creely's  or  Ceely's  experiments,  with  vario- 
lous virus.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Fisher,  of  Boston,  on  the  subject, 
in  January,  1840.  I  suspected  the  gentleman  from  England  had  bor- 
rowed his  idea  from  a  certain  guessing,  experimenting  Yankee,  who  had 
in  1835  communicated  the  results  of  his  experiments  to  Dr.  Fisher,  and 
that  Dr.  Fisher  had  communicated  the  same  to  his  friend  Dr.  Creely,  as 
no  other  individual  was  in  the  secret  except  Dr.  Fisher ;  and  this  ac- 


*  See  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxv.,  p.  265 — 8. 
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counts  for  Dr.  Creely's  visiting  Dr.  Fisher  in  1839.  being  four  years  af- 
terwards, as  appears  from  Dr.  Fisher's  letter  of  February  21st.  1840.  He 
says,  "Dr.  Creely,  Dr.  Putnam  and  myself,  inserted  various  matter  into 
the  labia  of  the  cow/'  he.  This  may  be  an  improvement  ;  if  it  is,  he 
is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  it.  and  shall  have  it. 

I  propose  further  to  show,  by  facts  and  documents,  and  even  the  gen- 
tleman's own  confession,  that  he  is  indebted  to  me  for  his  idea,  or,  to  say 
the  least,  I  am  entitled  to  priority  in  the  discovery. 

In  a  report  made  to  the  Rensselaer  Co.  (IV.  Y.)  Medical  Society  in 
1841,  by  Dr.  Cook  (see  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol. 
xxxii.,  p.  49-55  and  73 — 75),  Dr.  Cook,  after  noticing  the  experiments 
of  Dr.  Sonderland  and  myself,  says,  "But  probably  the  most  satisfac- 
tory, as  being  the  most  complete  and  best  attested  experiments  of  this 
kind,  have  been  those  of  Mr.  Robert  Creely,  of  Aylesbury  (Eng.)  and 
his  associates.  Attached  to  a  section  or  committee  of  the  Provincial  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Association,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of 
vaccination,  he  states  that  he  undertook,  among  other  experiments,  to  va- 
riolate the  cow  ;  that  his  first  trials  were  failures,  but  that  early  in  1839, 
he  was  more  successful.  He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  manner  in  which 
lie  inoculated  the  cow,  &c." 

Accordingly,  the  committee  above  mentioned,  engrafting  the  principles 
deduced  from  Mr.  Creely's  experiments  into  their  joint  report  to  the 
Association  at  Liverpool,  July  25th,  1839,  proceed  at  once  on  the 
ground  that  the  question  of  origin  is  now  settled,  and  under  the  first 
head  treat  of  the  "affinities  between"  what  they  call  "  cow  smallpox 
and  human  smallpox."  "  What  many  gentlemen  in  this  country  failed 
to  accomplish,  we  are  happy  to  say  has  been  at  length  achieved  by  one 
of  the  members  of  our  Association.  Mr.  Creely,  influenced  by  some 
of  the  facts  and  reasonings  mentioned  above  [alluding  to  the  experi- 
ments of  Drs.  Sonderland  and  Martin]  resolved  to  attempt  to  ascertain 
whether  he  could,  by  inoculation,  impregnate  the  cow  with  human  small- 
pox." This,  to  my  mind,  amounts  to  a  tacit  confession  that  he  (Dr. 
Creely)  is  indebted  to  me  for  his  idea  of  variolating  the  cow. 

And  further,  the  reporters  designate  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Creely  a 
triumphant  conclusion  of  an  investigation  of  more  than  fifty  years'  du- 
ration ;  arid  they  remark,  with  cordial  exultation,  that  the  great  problem 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  security  afforded  to  man  by  the  communi- 
cation of  the  vaccine  disease,  is  solved. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  the  above  extracts,  that  Mr.  Creely  is  to 
receive  all  the  credit,  and  the  Association  at  Liverpool  all  the  honor,  of 
settling  this  difficult  and  important  question.  "  These  things  ought  not 
so  to  be."  A  humble  individual  of  the  profession  has  toiled  hard,  and 
suffered  much,  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object.  And  the  credit  and 
honor,  if  any  there  is.  should  redound  to  our  common  country,  and  to  the 
medical  profession  in  particular.  It  is  for  the  profession  to  set  this  sub- 
ject right,  and  see  that  there  is  no  injustice  on  either  side. 

J  will  now  attempt  to  condense  the  whole  sum  and  substance,  under  a 
few  general  heads. 
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1st.  1  claim  the  discovery  as  original  that  the  cow  can  be  variolated 
with  smallpox  virus.  "  This  is  the  great  practical  question  at  issue," 
"  and  this  discovery  puts  into  the  hands  of  man  an  unfailing  source  of  the 
vaccine  virus,  as  long  as  a  necessity  for  its  use  shall  continue. 

2d.  That  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  virus  produced,  it  is  a 
safe  and  sure  prophylactic  against  smallpox,  when  taken  directly  from 
the  cow. 

3d.  The  gentleman  (from  England)  who  has  received  the  credit  of 
this  important  discovery,  is  in  my  opinion  in  an  error,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  building  on  another's  foundation,  has  drawn  false  conclusions. 

&  Atileboro\  Ms.,  Jan.  8,  1348.  J.  C.  Martyn. 

The  following  is  the  letter  from  Dr.  Fisher  alluded  to  above. 

Boston,  February  2\st,  1840. 

To  J.  C.  Mirtyn,  M.D. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  through 
your  father-in-law,  and  also  through  Dr.  Flagg.  and  be  assured  that  I 
was  made  happy  in  learning  that  you  had  not  fallen  a  lifeless  victim  to 
the  shafts  of  enemies,  or  the  "damning  praise"  of  false  friends;  and 
that  you  are  now  flourishing  in  the  great  West — the  land  of  enter- 
prise and  of  future  greatness.  It  had  been  a  long  time,  when  Dr. 
Flagg  called  on  me,  that  I  had  not  heard  of  your  whereabouts,  or  I 
should  have  written  you  on  the  subject  of  our  old  conversation — the 
re-production  of  the  vaccine  virus  by  inoculation  of  the  cow  with  vario- 
lous virus. 

The  letter  which  I  received  from  you,  containing  a  detailed  account  of 
your  experiments,  I  read  before  our  Medical  Club,  and  accompanied  them 
by  some  remarks  of  my  own  upon  the  subject  of  which  it  treated.  The 
reading  of  the  paper  created  quite  an  interest  among  the  members  of  the 
society,  and  you  received  much  and  deserved  commendation  from  thr-m 
for  the  experiments  you  made.  Had  you  been  a  physician  of  Boston, 
your  experiments  would  have  redounded  to  your  credit  and  reputation  ; 
but  in  the  place  where  you  resided,  it  seems  you  only  received  re- 
proaches for  your  laudable  and  scientific  efforts  to  aid  and  promote 
the  cause  of  science  and  humanity.  Envy  and  ignorance  must  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  opposition  which  was  manifested  towards  you. 
Such  feelings  and  such  conduct  are  never  entertained  by  the  medical 
philosopher.  They  can  emanate  only  from  small  minds  and  from 
quacks  and  the  supporters  of  quacks.  They  are  to  be  despised  by  all 
high  and  honorable  minds. 

I  have  noticed  what  you  say  touching  your  experiments  for  the  re- 
production of  vaccine  virus,  and  you  ought  to  have,  and  shall  have, 
the  credit  of  making  these  experiments.  I  believe  in  the  original  theory 
of  Jenner — that  the  cowpox  is  the  human  smallpox,  affecting  the  cow. 

The  late  experiments  in  England  and  in  this  city  prove  this  to  be 
the  true  theory.  A  Dr.  Creely,  of  England,  during  the  past  year, 
has  inoculated  a  number  of  cows  with  variolous  virus,  and  produced  a 
vesicle  which  contained  pure  vaccine  virus — which  when  inserted  into 
the  arms  of  children,  produced  the  true  vaccine  vesicle. 
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The  same  experiment  has  succeeded  here  under  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Putnam. 

Five  days  ago,  I  inoculated  a  cow,  and  a  friend  of  mine,  Dr.  Whitney,  of 
Newton,  inoculated  three  cows,  with  variolous  virus.  What  the  result 
of  these  inoculations  will  be,  I  cannot  yet  tell.  I  will  inform  you  in 
due  season.  Dr.  Creely,  Dr.  Putnam  and  myself  inserted  the  virus 
into  the  labia  of  the  cow — just  at  the  point  where  the  mucous  membrane 
begins  to  show  itself.  This  is  the  best  and  most  convenient  place  of 
inoculation  to  insure  the  production  of  pustule. 

Believe  me  very  truly  your  friend, 

John  D.  Fisher. 


MEDICAL  LECTURES  AT  NEW  HAVEN  AND  NEW  YORK. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

In  passing  through  New  Haven,  I  stepped  in  to  hear  a  lecture  from  Drs. 
Ives,  Knight  and  Silliman.  Dr.  Ives's  lecture  was  upon  the  cutaneous 
diseases,  rupia  and  herpes,  zoster  or  shingles.  It  was  mostly  of  a  practi- 
cal character.  He  stated  that  a  solution  of  salicine  was  the  best  medi- 
cine for  the  shingles,  used  both  internally  and  externally  as  a  wash.  The 
doctor  claimed  the  honor  of  introducing  this  article  into  the  treatment 
of  this  disease.  He  informed  the  class  that  a  very  good  substitute  was 
afforded  in  the  decoction  of  the  bark  of  the  Lombardy  poplar.  He 
stated  that  this  decoction  was  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  very  un- 
comfortable dryness  of  the  tongue  in  protracted  fevers  :  to  be  prepared 
by  filling  a  vessel  with  the  bark  scraped  finely,  and  then  filled  up  with 
warm  water  and  steeped.  Dr.  I.  remarked  that  any  of  our  indigenous 
species  of  poplar  would  answer  as  a  substitute  for  the  Lombardy  poplar, 
which  is  an  exotic.  He  told  his  class  that  shingles  were  always  confined 
to  one  side  of  the  body,  and  never  extended  around  it ;  also  that  those 
who  had  once  had  an  attack  of  this  disease,  were  more  liable  to  subse- 
quent attacks  than  those  who  had  never  been  afflicted  with  it.  The 
common  doctrine,  that  has  credence  with  us,  is  in  direct  contradiction  to 
this.    What  is  the  testimony  of  the  profession  on  this  point  ? 

Dr.  Knight,  who  lectures  on  surgery,  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on 
injuries  of  the  head ;  such  as  fractures  of  the  cranium,  compression  and 
concussion  of  the  brain.  Dr.  K.  urged  very  strongly  the  danger  and  im- 
propriety of  adopting  a  rigid  antiphlogistic  treatment,  by  way  of  anticipa- 
tion of  inflammation  subsequent  to  the  reception  of  these  injuries.  He 
stated  that  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  some  others  had  witnessed  cases  where 
the  patient  had  been  depleted  beyond  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  it  was  unsafe  and  unnecessary  to  deplete  until  indubitable  symp- 
toms of  inflammation  had  supervened. 

I  need  only  say  that  Dr.  Silliman  sustained  his  reputation  in  the  lec- 
ture I  attended,  and  his  popularity  was  evinced  by  the  superior  number 
of  his  audience,  among  whom  were  a  class  of  about  twenty  ladies.  This 
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reflects  much  credit  on  the  ladies  of  New  Haven,  and  not  a  little  on  their 
professor  of  chemistry. 

But  one  thing  New  Haven  must  plead  guilty  of,  and  that  is,  of  hiding 
its  light  under  a  bushel,  by  placing  that  beautiful  piece  of  architecture, 
the  College  Library,  in  the  back  yard,  behind  the  College  buildings — 
these  completely  excluding  a  view  of  it  from  the  street  in  front. 

At  New  York,  I  stepped  into  the  University,  and  heard  Dr.  Payne,  of 
Bowditch  and  Louis  celebrity.  He  was  alluding  to  the  views  of  many 
writers  on  tobacco.  He  told  his  class  that  it  was  a  most  deadly  poison, 
and  very  dangerous  to  be  used,  even  in  small  quantities,  as  a  medicinal 
agent ;  and  dissuaded  them  from  ever  using  it  in  this  way ;  yet  he  con- 
cluded by  asserting  that  there  was  no  satisfactory  proof  of  its  ever  having 
been  productive  of  injurious  effects  on  the  human  constitution,  when  used 
with  moderation,  as  a  luxury. 

Yours  very  truly,  B.  Smart. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  9,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUEGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JANUARY    12,    1  8  4  8. 


Honoring  a  retiring  Editor. — A  circular  announces  the  disposition  of  a 
number  of  the  profession  in  England,  to  present  Dr.  Forbes,  late  editor  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  some  token  of  their  respect  for  his 
past  editorial  services — but  the  idea  is  gathered  that  a  kind  of  re-imburse- 
ment  is  contemplated,  for  his  pecuniary  losses  in  carrying  on  that  Journal, 
with  a  decreasing  subscription,  which  ended  in  its  death.  After  recounting 
his  claims  on  those  who  believe  that  Dr.  Forbes  has  been  successful  in 
raising  the  standard  of  medical  literature  in  his  own  country,  and  deploring 
the  final  disappearance  of  a  critical  Journal,  which  was  hailed  with  delight 
for  twelve  consecutive  years,  the  circular  goes  on  to  say,  that  "  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  present  is  a  fitting  occasion  for  the  Profession  to  testify 
their  respect  for  the  literary  and  scientific  character  of  Dr.  Forbes,  and  their 
sense  of  the  value  of  his  disinterested  services  in  establishing,  and  carrying 
on  for  a  period  of  twelve  pears,  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review. 
And  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  many  of  the  most  eminent 
members  of  the  profession  have  already  signified  their  readiness  to  unite  in 
the  necessary  measures  for  presenting  Dr.  Forbes  with  some  lasting  memo- 
rial of  their  approval  and  esteem.  A  committee  of  subscribers  has  been 
formed,  and  with  their  sanction  we  write  to  request  your  co-operation,  in 
the  belief  that  you  will  participate  in  the  sentiments  above  expressed.  The 
amount  of  the  subscription  is  limited  to  five  dollars."  Those  disposed  to 
contribute  to  this  fund,  in  the  United  States,  may  forward  their  subscription 
to  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of  Boston. 

What  phases  there  are  in  the  life  of  a  medical  writer  !  Not  long  ago 
the  welkin  rang  with  regrets,  and  much  abuse  against  this  same  much- 
esteemed  and  commiserated  editor,  because  he  broke  through  the  wall 
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which  encircled  the  old  school  of  physic,  and  dared  to  speak  out  in  favor  of 
a  reform.  Young  Physic,  with  trumpet  mouth,  was  heard  even  as  far  off  as 
the  prairies,  after  having  crossed  the  Atlantic — and  yet  this  identical  traitor 
to  the  good  old  stereotyped  method  of  thinking,  now  claims  or  receives  the 
sympathy  of  the  very  persons  who  were  ready  to  decapitate  him  with  one 
of  his  own  paper  cutters.  So  the  world  goes — consistency  and  inconsist- 
ency joined  hand  in  hand.  There  are  veteran  medical  editors  in  the  United 
States,  equally  unfortunate  in  a  similar  enterprise,  who  have  claims  upon 
our  sympathy  for  their  misfortunes.  Dr.  Forbes  is  indeed  a  distinguished 
medical  writer,  and  we  honor  him  for  his  talents  and  the  exertions  he  has 
made  to  give  character  and  dignity  to  the  science  of  medicine,  and  trust 
that  the  British  medical  public  will  make  such  manifestations  of  personal 
respect  for  his  services,  as  shall  not  only  convince  him  of  their  sincerity, 
but  also  be  an  encouragement  toothers;  although  we  doubt  whether  Ameri- 
can physicians  will  show  quite  as  much  enthusiasm  in  the  case  as  his  own 
countrymen. 


Researches  on  Meteorology. — A  reprint  from  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  presents  medical  philosophers  and  others  curious  in 
such  investigations,  with  a  singularly  instructive  paper  on  meteorology.  It 
abounds  in  important  information,  which  but  few  persons  in  this  or  any 
other  country  could  have  collected  and  concentrated  in  a  form  at  once  so 
convenient  for  reference  and  complete  in  detail.  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar- 
ities of  Dr.  Bennett  Dowler,  the  author,  to  completely  investigate  every 
subject  on  which  his  thoroughly  vigorous  mind  is  brought  to  bear.  He  is 
a  treasure  to  the  New  Orleans  Journal,  as  that  periodical,  through  him,  is 
able  to  show  the  efforts  of  a  strong  man — long  may  he  live  to  elevate  and 
enrich  a  science  to  which  he  is  so  zealously  devoted.'*' 


Swedenborg's  Chemisty. — Emanuel  Swedenborg  wrote  upon  almost 
every  department  of  science.  Unfortunately,  he  wrote  entirely  in  Latin, 
which  might  never  have  been  disturbed  in  the  mould  that  had  gathered 
round  the  piles  of  his  manuscript  still  extant  in  his  native  country,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  new  school  of  religious  inquirers  which  his  genius, 
peculiar  doctrines  and  declared  revelations,  caused  to  spring  up.  Their 
zeal,  curiosity,  or  veneration  for  the  founder  of  the  new  church,  has  led  to 
a  close  research  for  his  papers,  many  of  which  have  been  translated.  These 
translations  have  become  voluminous  already,  yet  there  are  many  manu- 
scripts still  remaining  untouched.  We  have  endeavored  to  keep  pace,  to 
some  extent,  with  these  translations,  as  they  have  appeared  from  time  to 
time.  It  seems  that  among  other  things,  he  wrote  a  work  on  chemistry, 
which  is  now  published.  The  title  runs  thus  : — "  Principles  of  Chemistry 
— being  some  specimens  of  a  work  on  the  Principles  of  Chemistry,  by 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  late  Member  of  the  House  of  Nobles,  in  the  Royal 
Diet  of  Sweden,  &c.  Translated  from  the  Latin,  by  Charles  Edward 
Strutt,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh."  True  it  is 
that  his  theories  do  not  exactly  accord  wiih  current  ones  of  1848,  but  he 
certainly  is  fairly  entitled  to  the  praise  of  having  been  a  suggestive  writer 
on  this  branch  of  knowledge.  "Nature  manifests  herself,"  be  says,  "by 
forces  and  forms  in  all  her  departments — by  these  she  reveals  herself,  and 
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by  them  alone  she  is  recognized.  The  science  which  takes  cognizance 
of  these,  are  mechanics  and  geometry.  Every  force  must  have  a  me- 
chanism, and  every  form  a  geometry.  From  this  it  appears  evident  that 
geometry  and  mechanics  are  the  universal  sciences  of  nature,  beginning 
where  she  begins,  and  ending  where  she  ends,  and  having  a  unity  through- 
out her  whole  extent.  They  lie,  then,  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  sciences,  and 
form  the  common  bond  which  connects  them  all."  Notwithstanding  the 
frequency  with  which  we  have  adverted  to  Swedenborg's  labors,  we  have 
never  yet  done  justice  to  his  memory,  nor  has  any  one,  to  our  knowledge, 
for  fear  of  being  accused  of  paying  adoration  to  a  religious  visionary. 


Br.  F 'aine's  Introductory. — This  gentleman  always  stirs  up  the  elements 
of  criticism  when  he  writes.  He  is  pounced  upon  by  the  eagles,  vultures 
and  scientific  cormorants,  as  though  he  was  common  prey — yet  has  he  not 
been  destroyed.  Perhaps  the  hard  conflicts  in  which  he  has  been  en- 
gaged, have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  out  those  intellectual  exertions  on 
which  the  fame  of  his  writings  is  destined  10  rest.  The  present  discourse, 
delivered  at  the  opening  of  his  annual  course  on  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine and  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  New  York,  is  characterized 
by  boldness  of  thought,  vigor  of  expression,  and  a  deep  vein  of  philosophy. 
The  fact  is,  the  medical  public  is  uncommonly  excited  in  these  latter  days, 
if  any  one  presumes  to  advance  new  doctrines,  or  very  particularly  disturb 
any  of  the  old  ones.  A  state  of  profound  repose  seems  to  be  greatly  covet- 
ed, and  when  a  landmark  of  olden  times  is  looked  at,  the  cry  of  rebellion 
is  rung  over  the  land. 


Chloroform  Inhalers. — A  medical  friend  has  kindly  laid  upon  our  table 
a  simpler  contrivance  for  breathing  chloroform  than  any  one  heretofore 
produced.  It  is  made  of  fine  pasteboard,  lined  inside  and  out.  with  a  valve 
for  the  escape  of  expired  air.  It  has  a  sponge  within  for  receiving  chloro- 
form. The  cost  is  25  cents,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  will  answer  as  good  a 
purpose  as  if  it  cost  as  many  dollars.  It  may  be  bought  at  Gregory  &  Co.'s, 
No.  25  Court  st. — Dr.  Hitchcock  has  also  constructed  a  beautiful  instru- 
ment for  inhaling  the  ether  or  chloroform.  It  is  small,  delicately  fabricated, 
of  pure  silver,  and  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  best  of  the  metallic  contrivances 
exhibited.  The  cost  is  from  five  to  six  dollars.  It  may  be  seen  at  his 
dental  rooms,  Court  street. 


Female  Physicians. — The  novel  event  of  a  female  medical  student  being 
in  attendance  at  the  Geneva  College  having  been  the  subject  of  remarks  in 
Medical  and  other  Periodicals,  we  are  led  to  state  the  circumstances,  which 
are  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  lecture  session  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  Faculty  of  the  Geneva  College  received  an  application, 
by  letter,  for  the  admission  of  a  lady  to  the  privileges  of  the  Institu- 
tion. The  Faculty  resolved  to  submit  the  letter  (written  by  the  applicant 
herself)  to  the  class,  and  to  return  a  favorable  reply  provided  no  objections 
thereto  were  entertained.  The  class  adopted  unanimously,  resolutions  ex- 
pressing their  willingness  that  the  applicant  should  be  received,  and  pledg- 
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ing  themselves  to  treat  her  with  respectful  consideration.  She  was  accord- 
ingly admitted,  and  has  thus  far  attended  the  lectures  in  all  the  departments, 
as  well  as  surgical  operations,  and  dissections,  personally  participating  in 
the  latter.  Nothing  has  transpired  as  yet  to  disprove  the  propriety  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Faculty  and  class.  In  so  far  as  her  presence  in  the 
lecture  room  has  had  any  influence,  it  has  been  conducive  to  a  more  strict 
observance  of  decorum  than  is  usual  with  medical  classes,  and  any  embar- 
rassment which  may  have  been  felt  by  all  parties  has  long  since  disappeared. 

It  is  understood  that  previously  to  her  application  to  the  Geneva  College, 
she  had  applied  to  be  received  at  the  institutions  of  Philadelphia,  New 
York  city  and  Boston,  but  without  success.  Geneva  College  will  there- 
fore be  entitled  to  the  distinction,  meritorious  or  otherwise,  of  first  practi- 
cally exemplifying  the  experiment  of  opening  the  door  of  medical  instruc- 
tion to  a  female  candidate  for  the  medical  profession. — Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Edinburgh  Phrenological  Journal  is  about 
coming  to  a  literary  death,  after  living  twenty  years. — Deaths  in  Warren, 
R.  I.y  in  1847,  only  35,  the  population  being  2600.— The  trial  of  Dr. 
Coolidge,  for  murder,  in  Maine,  is  to  commence  on  the  25th. — A  mesmeric 
female  clairvoyant,  who  prescribed  for  diseases,  is  about  being  tried  for 
her  life  in  Belgium,  as  the  patient  died  soon  after  taking  the  medicine  she 
directed.  —  A  work  has  appeared  in  New  York,  on  the  wonderful  efficacy 
of  the  water  cure.  Probably  written  by  some  one  who  would  like  to  dis- 
pose of  his  stock. — Dr.  James  Deane,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  has  furnished 
another  article  for  a  forth-coming  number  of  the  American  Journal,  on 
the  fossil  footsteps  of  a  new  species  of  quadruped,  accompanied  by  a  plate. 
He  is  doing  good  service  for  geology. — Ophthalmia,  writes  home  the  mis- 
sionaries, has  been  very  prevalent  the  last  year  at  Khorassan,  Kerman  and 
Ispahan,  indeed  in  every  part  of  Persia,  except  Azirbajan.  Cholera  has 
swept  over  Persia.  For  ten  days  it  raged  through  the  city  of  Oroomiah, 
like  a  fire — carrying  off  400  in  a  single  day.  It  was  presumed  that  4000 
died,  and  perhaps  more,  in  the  first-named  period. — At  Sandersville,  Geo., 
21st  ult.,  a  rencontre  took  place  between  Gen.  Bostick  and  Dr.  Barge, 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  latter. — The  great  Swedish  chemist, 
Berzelius,  is  so  dangerously  ill,  that  his  friends  despair  of  his  life. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  E.  Warren  on  the  Retention  of  the  Placenta.  Dr.  Peeble's  Case  of 
Noma,  Dr.  Clapp  on  the  Pathology  of  Diabetes  Mellitus,  and  Dr.  Story's  Address  before  the 
Vermont  Medical  Society,  have  been  received. 


Married, — In  Boston,  Dr.  Henry  Bryant  to  Miss  E.  B.  Sohier. — Dr.  Henry  H.  Button,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  E.  A.  Pearson.— In  Dorchester.  Dr.  Benj.  Cushing,  to  Miss  A.  Q.  Thax- 
ter.—t.  S.  Vining,  M.D.,  of  Winchester,  N.  H.,to  Miss  N.  J.  Shaw. 


Died, — In  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Oliver  Davison,  70. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Jan.  15th,  73. — Males.  38 — females,  35. — 
Stillborn,  3.  Of  consumption,  11 — typhus  fever.  23 — lung  fever.  3 — poison.  1 — child-bed,  1— • 
apoplexy,  1 — cancer,  1 — marasmus,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
1 — croup,  3 — smallpox.  3— hernia,  1 — dysentery,  3 — haemorrhage,  1 — infantile,  3 — disease  of  the 
liver,  1 — old  age,  1 — disease  of  the  brain.  1 — accidental,  1 — teething.  2 — cholera  infantum,  1 — 
canker,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1- — convulsions,  2. 

Under  5  years,  27 — between  5  and  20  years,  10 — between  20  and  40  years,  17— between  40 
and  ')0  years,  13 — over  60  years,  6. 
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Death  of  the  celebrated  Professor  Dieffenbach. — A  private  correspondent 
in  Berlin  informs  us  that  this  distinguished  surgeon  dropped  down  dead,  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  day,  on  the  11th  instant,  just  after  lecturing.  He  had 
previously  been  in  good  health.  The  career  of  this  talented  and  eccentric 
character  might  form  the  subject  for  a  romance.  J.  F.  Dieffenbach  was  a 
theological  student  in  one  of  the  German  universities,  in  1812.  At  the 
time  of  the  war  of  liberation  he  entered  the  Prussian  service,  and  fought  as 
a  private  soldier  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  After  the  peace  he  took  to  the 
profession  of  the  law;  but  from  some  disagreement  with  the  professor  of 
the  university  in  which  he  studied,  he  relinquished  that  pursuit,  and  studied 
medicine.  Great  were  his  difficulties,  and  long  his  early  struggles  ;  at 
last  he  came  to  Berlin,  and  there  his  unwearied  energy,  his  boldness,  and 
thorough  determination  to  succeed,  finally  met  its  reward.  Dieffenbach 
labored  among  the  poor,  and  his  first  rise  is  owing  to  the  following  curious 
circumstance  : — Rust,  the  celebrated  surgeon  and  anatomist,  and  at  that 
time  Proto-medieus  of  Prussia,  one  night  missed  his  way  on  leaving  the 
apartment  of  a  patient,  and  comino-  down  by  a  back  stairs  in  one  of  the 
great  houses  or  hotels  in  Berlin,  was  attracted  by  a  light  which  proceeded 
from  a  small  chamber,  not  larger  than  a  dog  kennel, at  the  foot  of  the  stairs. 
On  looking  in,  he  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  see  the  apartment  occupied 
by  two  old  women  and  a  young  man,  who,  by  the  glimmer  of  a  small  flick- 
ering lamp,  was  operating  for  a  strangulated"  hernia,  on  one  of  the  crones, 
who  lay  upon  a  wretched  pallet — the  operator  was  Dieffenbach.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  his  good  fortune.  Surgery  has  lost  one  of  the  boldest 
operators  in  Europe,  and  the  charite  clinique  its  chief  attraction  :  he  might 
have  been  with  justice  styled  the  father  of  plastic  surgery.  His  improve- 
ments in  this  branch — his  operation  for  the  removal  of  squint,  and  his 
various  ingenious  contrivances  for  the  removal  of  deformities,  and  the 
restoration  of  lost  parts,  are  already  well  known.  The  cause  of  his  sudden 
death  had  not  been  ascertained  when  our  correspondent  wrote.  He  was 
between  fifty-five  and  sixty  years  of  age. — London  Lancet. 


Discharge  of  a  Tooth  from  the  Ear.  By  Mervin  Coates,  Great  Mal- 
vern, Nov.  1847. — The  following  curious  case  happened  in  my  practice. 
At  the  time  of  its  occurrence  I  resided  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1846,  being  myself  absent  from  home,  a  friend,  was  called  upon  to 
attend  an  old,  poor  man,  who  had  suffered  for  some  days  from  severe  pain 
over  the  whole  of  one  side  of  the  face  and  head,  but  more  intensely  still 
about  the  ear.  He  found  him  feverish,  in  great  pain,  and  incapable  of 
opening  his  mouth;  the  pinna  and  skin  lining  the  external  meatus  were 
highly  inflamed  and  swollen.  Warm  fomentations,  poultices  and  purga- 
tives were  ordered.  Two  days  afterwards  I  paid  him  a  visit.  He  was 
then  in  great  pain,  and,  otherwise,  much  in  the  same  state  as  I  have  already 
described,  but,  in  addition,  there  was  an  oozing  of  pus  from  the  meatus, 
and  almost  entire  closure  of  that  passage  by  a  whitish  substance,  which  the 
patient  conjectured  to  be  a  piece  of  onion,  introduced  there  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  old  woman,  but  which  a  probe  detected  to  be  bony. 
The  patient  declining  to  have  this  removed,  he  was  recommended  to  foment 
and  poultice.  That  same  night  a  fit  of  sneezing  forced  out  the  piece  of 
bone  felt  by  the  probe,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  wisdom-teeth  of  the 
upper  jaw  ;  after  that,  the  man  got  well. — Ibid. 
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Case  III. — George  Ames,  48  years  of  age,  of  strong  frame  and 
plethoric  habit,  formerly  addicted  to  intemperance,  has  been  for  several 
years  an  occupant  in  the  House  of  Industry.  For  two  or  three  years 
past  he  has  officiated  as  nurse  in  the  various  wards  connected  with  the 
hospital.  His  general  health  is  good  ;  he  has  a  resolute  will  and  strong 
powers  of  endurance.  Since  the  first  of  May,  he  has  had  charge  of  one 
of  the  principal  fever  wards  of  the  hospital. 

On  Sunday,  June  20th,  experienced  feelings  of  languor  and  uneasi- 
ness— general  soreness  of  muscles — loss  of  appetite — dull  pain  in  head, 
back  and  joints,  with  considerable  prostration  of  strength.  The  following 
day  these  symptoms  increased  in  severity,  but  he  made  no  complaint,  and 
kept  about  attending  to  his  usual  duties  in  the  ward.  On  the  22d,  at 
the  hour  of  visit,  his  condition  attracted  observation,  and  he  was  directed 
to  keep  his  bed.  He  had  taken  that  morning,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
two  ounces  of  a  mixture  containing  equal  parts  of  tincture  of  rhubarb 
and  castor  oil,  which  had  the  effect  of  producing  several  abundant,  dark- 
yellowish,  ftecal  discharges; — his  tongue  was  slightly  coated — pulse  good. 
He  still  persisted  in  attempting  his  customary  occupations.  Towards 
evening  he  had  an  aggravation  of  all  the  preceding  symptoms,  with 
nausea,  retching  and  occasional  chills,  followed  by  intense  heat. 

On  the  23d,  symptoms  still  continued.  He  had  intense  cephalalgia — a 
dull  and  inexpressive  face — suffused  eyes — full  and  laboring  pulse.  Di- 
rected an  emetic  of  ipecac,  5  ss. — liq.  acet.  amnion. — light  farinaceous 
diet. 

The  day  following  there  was  increasing  prostration — constant  and  ha- 
rassing pain  in  head,  back  and  limbs — hot  skin,  thirst,  restlessness,  con- 
siderable nausea  and  uneasiness  in  the  stomach.  Towards  evening  on 
the  25th  the  headache  and  pain  in  the  back  sensibly  abated — there  was 
dizziness,  increasing  apathy,  and  some  confusion  of  the  intellect.  He 
had  been  sponged  and  had  taken  mild  diaphoretics,  cool  and  acidulated 
drinks,  and  Dover's  powder  or  morphia  in  minute  doses  at  night. 

26th. — Sixth  day  of  fever.  Complains  of  great  weakness — expression 
26 
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of  much  apathy — eyes  suffused — cheeks  flushed — tongue  covered  pos- 
teriorly with  thick  yellowish  coat,  clean  at  sides  and  tip,  moist — foetor 
of  breath — breathing  somewhat  irregular — some  nausea — skin  rather  dry, 
not  much  above  standard  temperature — abdomen  full  and  soft — no 
appetite — much  thirst  for  acid  drinks — pulse  a  little  more  frequent  than 
natural,  of  moderate  strength  and  volume,  regular — one  dejection  this 
morning,  dark,  liquid  and  offensive — mind  dull,  but  patient  is  easily  roused, 
and  then  answers  questions  readily.  Efferves.  mixt. — weak  lemonade — 
gruel — morphia,  gr.  1-8,  nocte. 

27th. — Seventh  day.  Slept  but  little — complains  of  no  pain — increas- 
ed prostration — countenance  dull — eyes  much  suffused,  conjunctiva 
slightly  injected,  some  dimness  of  vision — tongue  has  dark  yellow  coat 
on  centre  and  base,  red  at  edges  and  tip — breathing  more  frequent — 
skin  intensely  hot,  but  moist — hue  of  surface  a  little  darker  than  natural. 
Sides  of  abdomen  and  chest  present  an  indistinct  mottled  appearance 
(the  faint  roseate  congestion  before  alluded  to),  by  attention  to  which 
the  approach  of  the  characteristic  eruption  may  be  predicted  with  cer- 
tainty ;  the  same  appearance  more  obscurely  seen  on  shoulders  and 
thighs — abdomen  soft,  natural — urine  free  and  high  colored — three  de- 
jections, dark,  slimy,  foetid — pulse  90,  moderately  full,  soft,  compressible. 
Directed  cold  or  tepid  sponging,  as  most  agreeable — neutral  mixture — 
spts.  Mindereri,  §  ss.  q.  4th  hora — sulph.  morph.,  gr.  1-8,  nocte. 

8th  day. — Slept  but  little  during  the  night — general  appearance  of 
prostration — decubitus  mostly  on  back — lies  low  in  bed — eyes  as  yester- 
day— face  flushed  and  dull — tongue  more  coated,  inclining  to  brown — 
pulse  a  little  more  frequent,  more  compressible — some  cough,  attended 
with  soreness — skin  rather  dry,  heat  as  yesterday. — Spots  begin  to  appear 
on  abdomen  and  chest,  of  florid  hue,  vanish  under  the  finger — urine 
scanty  and  very  dark — one  dejection,  dark  and  slimy.  On  grasping  the 
patient's  wrist  he  invariably  withdraws  his  hand,  and  glides  it  slowly  and 
to  appearance  unintentionally  upward  as  far  as  the  neck — answers  ques- 
tions with  difficulty  and  hesitation-  Sponge  trunk  and  arms  with  tepid 
water — mucilaginous  drinks — in  other  respects  continue  treatment  as 
yesterday. 

9th. — Passed  an  unquiet  and  restless  night — general  appearance  as 
yesterday — much  apathy  and  stupor — conjunctiva  much  reddened  and 
injected — cheeks  assume  a  dusky  hue — tongue  uniformly  covered  with 
a  foul  yellowish-brown  coat — -respiration  hurried — skin  rather  dry,  less 
hot,  emits  a  strong  offensive  odor — pulse  laboring,  compressible.  Eruption 
appearing  thickly  on  abdomen  and  chest,  in  the  form  of  dusky  red,  irregu- 
lar maculae,  isolated  and  in  clusters,  varying  in  size  from  one  quarter  of 
a  line  to  a  line  and  a  half  or  two  lines  in  diameter;  these  spots  seem 
mostly  buried  in  the  substance  of  the  skin,  and  vanish  under  firm  pres- 
sure— intermingled  are  a  few  measle-like  eruptions  of  florid  hue,  which 
give  a  sensation  of  elevation  as  the  finger  is  passed  lightly  over  them. 
The  spots  also  appear,  though  less  vividly,  on  the  shoulders,  loins  and 
thighs — abdomen  natural— urine  high  colored  and  clear — three  stools. 
Bland,  farinaceous  diet  given  regularly  in  small  quantities — tepid  spong- 
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ing  of  arms  and  trunk — liq.  acet.  ammon,  R.  Vin.  puri,  sol.  sulph. 
quiniae,  aa.  §  ss.  every  4th  hour— morphia  in  minute  doses  at  night. 

I  Oth — Took  gr.  1-8  morphia — slept  considerably  after  midnight — in- 
creased prostration — decubitus  mostly  dorsal— tendency  to  slip  down  in 
bed— delirious  at  intervals,  manifested  by  low  muttering — no  pain  com- 
plained of — face  of  leaden  hue,  dull  and  stupid— eyes  as  yesterday  ; 
tongue  has  a  dark-brown  stripe  in  middle,  flanked  by  moist  yellow  fur ; 
red  at  edges  and  tip,  protruded  with  difficulty — breathing  irregular, 
quicker— some  cough — chest  natural  on  percussion  in  front,  decidedly 
dull  over  whole  back,  more  manifest  inferiorly — but  little  heat  or  dryness 
of  surface,  general  sensitiveness — slight  tenderness  at  epigastrium — ab- 
domen full  and  soft,  free  from  tympanitis,  tenderness  or  pain.  Spots 
more  developed,  more  numerous,  seen  on  abdomen,  chest,  extremities 
and  back — pulse  100,  of  moderate  volume,  less  compressible"— urine  as 
yesterday — two  stools,  character  as  yesterday — some  subsultus  among 
tendons  of  wrists  and  fingers.  Blisters  to  nape  of  neck  and  sinapisms  to 
calves  of  legs — porter  in  small  quantities.  In  other  respects  same  treat- 
ment as  yesterday. 

11th,  10,  A.  M. — Has  slept  constantly  since  midnight,  having  taken 
previously  from  1-8  to  1-4  gr.  morphia  in  divided  doses— increased  pros* 
tration — decubitus  as  yesterday — no  pain  complained  of« — constant  in* 
coherent  moaning — no  decided  delirium — countenance  as  yesterday- 
eyes  much  suffused  and  injected — tongue  protruded  with  difficulty, 
covered  uniformly  with  a  thick,  dark  yellowish  coat,  red  on  edges- — no 
sordes  on  teeth  or  lips — breathing  40,  short  and  laborious — cough  less 
— percussion  dull  on  back,  somewhat  so  on  sides  inferiorly— slight  ten* 
derness  at  epigastrium — abdomen  soft,  no  pain  or  tenderness  on  pressure 
— general  surface  of  body  sensitive,  of  darker  hue  than  natural- — spots 
more  distinct,  larger,  darker  in  hue,  more  apparent  on  extremities- 
urine  very  high  colored  and  passed  involuntarily,  as  are  also  the  stools, 
which  are  more  liquid  and  lighter — no  appetite — much  thirst — pulse  104, 
very  weak,  small,  compressible,  regular — subsultus  rather  more  marked 
than  yesterday,  confined  to  tendons  of  extremities— stupor  great,  but 
not  amounting  to  coma — comprehends  questions  when  roused,  but  an- 
swers with  hesitation.  Sinapisms  to  epigastrium,  inside  of  thighs  and  feet 
— discontinue  the  porter — pure  wine  and  beef-tea — omit  morphia  at  night. 

12th. — No  sleep  last  night,  moaned  constantly — much  restlessness 
and  jactitation.  This  morning  there  is  a  general  appearance  of  in- 
creased prostration — patient  sinks  down  in  bed — increased  stupor — can 
still  be  roused  to  answer  intelligently  when  repeatedly  spoken  to — has 
no  pain — face  still  more  dusky — capillary  circulation  feeble — eyes  as 
yesterday — tongue  the  same — breathing  42,  short,  irregular  and  laborious 
— some  cough — very  slight  dullness  on  percussion  observed  anteriorly  and 
inferiorly,  on  sides  and  back  rather  more  marked  ;  bronchial  mucous  rales 
— abdomen  natural — spots  more  petechial — urine  and  faeces  passed  in- 
voluntarily— no  appetite — thirst  less  urgent — pulse  110,  very  feeble  and 
compressible,  somewhat  irregular.  Same  treatment — wine  more  often — 
morphia  nocte,  1-16  gr.  repeated  in  an  hour,  s.  o.  s.    8,  P.  M. — Coun- 
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tenance  more  expressive  of  stupor  and  prostration — decubitus  on  side — 
breathing  short  and  laborious — saliva  dribbles  from  mouth — pulse  rapid 
and  feeble. 

l-3th. — Took  1-8  gr.  morphia — Slept  a  little  during  the  night — decu- 
bitus dorsal — slips  down  in  bed — face  of  livid  hue — eyes  greatly  injected 
— tongue  protruded  with  difficulty,  and  slowly  withdrawn,  its  coat  darker 
and  harder — some  cough — epigastric  tenderness — abdomen  soft  and  full. 
No  tenderness  or  pain — skin  very  hot,  rather  dry — breathing  more  labo- 
rious, hurried — pulse  112,  very  feeble  and  compressible,  irregular  and 
intermittent — no  appetite — intense  thirst — spots  livid — urine  and  stools 
passed  involuntarily — subsultus  as  yesterday — decided  coma — intelli- 
gence much  confused,  answers  incoherently. 

R.  Vin.  puri.,  §  ss. ;  sulph.  quinae,  gr.  j.  ;  iodid.  potass.,  gr.  ij.  M. 
Take  every  two  hours.  Beef-tea — toast  water — liq.  acet.  amnion., 
p.  r.  n. 

14th. — Took  1-8  gr.  morphia  at  8  last  night — slept  for  an  hour  or  two 
soon  after — prostration  very  great — decubitus  constantly  dorsal — stupor 
increased,  the  patient  can  still  be  roused  to  intelligence — face  of  a  dull 
ashen  hue — eyes  continue  injected — tongue  protruded  with  difficulty,  and 
not  withdrawn  till  requested  ;  its  coat  more  foul,  browner — respiration 
laborious,  sighing — coughs  less,  apparently  from  inability — moans  con- 
stantly— skin  cooler — abdomen  natural — spots  livid,  coalescing — intense 
thirst — slight  subsultus — pulse  128,  soft,  compressible,  feeble,  regular — 
stools  and  urine  involuntary.  Continue  treatment  of  yesterday — flying 
blisters. 

15th,  12  o'clock. — Took  1-8  gr.  morphia  at  8  last  evening,  which 
was  repeated  at  10 — slept  from  midnight  till  7,  A.  M. — Nurse  reports 
patient  to  have  passed  a  more  quiet  and  better  night  than  heretofore — 
this  morning  expressed  himself  as  feeling  much  better,  and  asked  to  sit 
up.  On  being  raised  up  by  his  attendant,  he  fainted  ;  has  since  made 
several  efforts  to  speak,  but  failed  to  make  himself  understood — general 
appearance  of  extreme  prostration — decubitus  constantly  dorsal — stupor 
great,  but  is  more  easily  roused  than  yesterday — articulates  very  indis- 
tinctly— face  of  more  ashen  hue — eyes  more  injected  and  darker — 
tongue  protruded  with  less  difficulty,  very  tremulous,  returned  more 
readily,  its  coat  more  dark  and  foul,  livid  at  tip  and  edges — breathing 
more  laborious,  interrupted,  irregular — but  little  cough — abdomen  natural 
— skin  fuliginous — spots  disappearing — no  thirst — slight  subsultus  around 
the  mouth — less  coma  than  yesterday — pulse  140,  weak,  very  com- 
pressible, more  regular.  Continue  the  mixture  every  second  hour — 
warmth  to  feet — flying  blisters — efTerves.  mixt.  and  beef-tea,  p.  r.  n. 

16th. — Since  2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  has  drowsed  a  little — general  appear- 
ance worse — patient  understands  readily,  but  is  unable  to  articulate — 
eyes  more  injected — tongue  protruded  with  difficulty,  very  tremulous, 
swollen,  fissured,  covered  with  a  hard,  dry,  yellowish-brown  coat,  livid 
at  edges  and  tip — coughs  very  little — mucous  rale  distinct  over  whole 
chest  anteriorly — breathing  50,  short,  laborious,  interrupted — skin  mode- 
rately hot,  dusky — abdomen  natural — subsultus  continues — urine  high 
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colored — stools  dark,  liquid,  very  offensive,  passed  involuntarily — strong 
and  peculiar  odor  emanates  from  whole  body — pulse  136,  feeble,  tremu- 
lous, rather  less  compressible.  Continue  treatment — stimulants  more 
frequently — brandy — sinapisms  to  epigastrium  and  inside  of  arms  and 
thighs. 

17th. — Took  3 -8  grain  of  morphia — got  three  or  four  hours  of  disturb- 
ed sleep  during  the  night — general  appearance  much  as  yesterday- 
tongue  more  dry  and  hard,  tremulous,  swollen — breathing  50,  character 
as  yesterday — abdomen  full  and  soft,  no  tympanitis,  pain  or  tenderness 
— skin  moderately  hot,  emits  a  strong,  offensive  odor — spots  fainter — sub- 
sultus  increased — pulse  128,  feeble  and  tremulous — urine  scanty,  very 
high  colored,  offensive  ; — asked  for  vessel  this  morning — stools  scanty, 
dark  yellow,  very  foetid — decubitus  on  back — lies  low  in  bed — stupor 
still  increased,  but  no  marked  delirium — patient  can  be  roused  with  great 
difficulty,  and  immediately  relapses.  Continue  active  stimulant  and  re- 
vulsive medicines. 

July  8th,  18th  day,  11,  A.  M. — In  articulo  mortis — last  evening  at 
8,  signified  a  wish  to  be  raised  up  ;  had  at  that  time  a  very  dark,  liquid, 
offensive  stool — has  been  unable  to  articulate  or  to  swallow  since  mid- 
night— insensible  to  external  impressions.    Died  at  2,  P.  M. 

Autopsy,  20  hoars  after  Death. — Subject  well  developed — very  mus- 
cular— no  emaciation — moderate  rigidity — considerable  discoloration  of 
posterior  portions  of  the  body,  the  skin  of  those  parts  presenting  a  livid 
hue — a  few  petechia?  observed  the  same  as  before  death — chest  full  and 
capacious — abdomen  soft — no  unusual  distention. 

Head. — Dura  mater  has  on  its  external  surface  a  considerable  amount 
of  dark  blood  collected  in  the  form  of  irregular  globules — the  membrane 
itself  natural.  Arachnoid  transparent ;  its  cavity  contains  an  ounce  of  lim- 
pid serum,  appearing  as  seen  through  the  membrane  like  jelly  in  the 
channels  on  the  surface  beneath  ;  veins  of  pia  mater  moderately  filled 
with  dark  blood — no  adhesions  of  the  membranes  to  the  surface.  Cortical 
substance  of  the  brain  firm,  of  a  pale  ash  color ,  its  medullary  portion 
also  normal  in  color  and  consistence ;  numerous  points  of  black  blood 
exude  from  its  cut  surface — lateral  ventricles  contain  each  about  a  drachm 
and  a  half  of  pure  serum — venous  congestion  remarkably  shown  on  lower 
aspect  of  cerebellum — fluid  in  sub-arachnoidean  space  very  abundant, 
distending  the  membrane  at  base  of  brain  and  commencement  of  spinal 
cord. 

Neck. — Lining  membrane  of  trachea  somewhat  reddened  ;  in  other 
respects  nothing  worthy  of  remark. 

Thorax. — No  adhesions  of  lungs  to  ribs.  Cavity  of  pleura  contains 
only  its  usual  amount  of  serum.  Pulmonary  tissue  mostly  firm  and 
crepitating  on  pressure — the  lower  and  posterior  portions  of  both  lungs 
condensed  and  somewhat  engorged,  nearly  impermeable  to  air.  At  apex 
of  right  lung  is  found  an  old  cicatrix,  and  around  a  few  chalky  concre- 
tions, the  lower  and  posterior  margin  of  same  lung  splenetized — bron- 
chia engorged  with  reddish  mucus.  Pericardium  normal,  contains  its 
usual  amount  of  serum.    Heart  slightly  enlarged,  its  parietes  flabby  and 
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soft,  no  marked  injection  of  internal  lining  membrane — valves  normal — 
soft  greenish  coagula  of  lymph  found  in  right  cavities — left  ventricle 
contains  a  small  quantity  of  blood — the  blood  in  aorta  dark,  thin  and  oily. 

Abdomen. — A  layer  of  fat  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  thickness  under 
the  skin.  Liver  of  natural  size,  very  pale  externally,  its  texture  not  dis- 
organized ;  vessels  filled  with  black,  dissolved  blood.  Gall-bladder  full  but 
not  distended.  Spleen  natural  in  size,  bluish-black  color,  its  texture  some- 
what softened,  filled  with  black  fluid  blood.  Kidneys  normal.  Omentum 
loaded  with  fat.  Stomach  of  moderate  size  ;  mucous  membrane  in  its 
cardiac  half  paler  than  usual,  presents  a  pinkish  tinge  at  pyloric  extremity  ; 
the  membrane  seems  somewhat  softened  around  the  cardiac  orifice,  yield- 
ing strips  of  only  a  line  or  two  in  length  ;  in  other  respects  presents  no- 
thing remarkable.  Mesenteric  glands  small  and  firm.  Intestines. — Ex- 
ternally some  slight  discoloration  at  lower  portions  of  ileum  ;  along  the 
line  of  attachment  of  the  mesentery  veins  are  manifest,  moderately  con- 
gested with  dark  blood  ;  internally  mucous  membrane  of  small  intestines 
natural  throughout  its  whole  extent.  About  eight  inches  from  ileo-cce- 
cal  valve  is  a  spot  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length  by  an  inch  in  breadth, 
of  uniform  congestion,  an  ecchymosis,  apparently,  of  the  sub-mucous 
cellular  tissue  ;  internal  surface  otherwise  natural — follicles  of  Brunner 
and  solitary  glands  not  developed — Peyer's  patches  normal,  seen  with 
difficulty — colon  contains  a  moderate  quantity  of  faecal  matter,  its  mu- 
cous lining  normal — bladder  normal. 

Case  IV. — John  Salter,  aged  45,  a  strong  muscular  man,  was  brought 
from  Ship  Washington  in  quarantine  to  Deer  Island  Hospital,  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  fever. 

Sunday,  Dec.  26,  he  presented  the  following  symptoms.  Extreme 
prostration  and  collapse,  with  cerebral  and  general  nervous  disturbance — 
coma — low  muttering  delirium — irregular  and  hurried  breathing — univer- 
sal subsultus — violent  contractions  of  flexor  muscles  of  extremities — ina- 
bility to  speak — tongue  protruded  with  great  difficulty,  swollen,  hard, 
dry  and  cracked — teeth  loaded  with  black  sordes — pulse  150  and  scarcely 
perceptible — his  abdomen  was  soft  and  natural  to  the  feel — stools  and 
urine  passed  under  him — the  surface  of  his  body  emanated  an  unusually 
offensive  odor,  and  was  covered  universally,  with  the  exception  of  the 
hands,  feet  and  face,  with  petechias,  irregular  in  form,  of  large  size  and 
livid  hue. 

Directed  warmth  to  extremities.  Sinapisms  to  epigastrium  and  inside 
of  arms  and  legs,  blister  to  nape  of  neck,  wine  and  brandy  freely  given. 

27th. — No  material  change.  Extremities  cold — risus  sardonicus. 
Flannels  wrung  in  hot  water  to  be  applied  to  extremities  and  head. 
Flying  blisters.    Stimulants  pushed. 

He  died  the  following  morning. 

Autopsy. — Externally.  No  emaciation — chest  large  and  full — ab- 
domen soft,  natural — no  petechias.  Adeps  abundant  over  chest  and  ab- 
domen. 

Head. — Vessels  of  dura  mater  filled  with  dark  blood.  Arachnoid  nat- 
ural— a  considerable  amount  of  serum  effused  into  its  cavity,  most 
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apparent  at  points  corresponding  with  parietal  protuberances,  where  it 
appears  like  thin  transparent  jelly.  Pia  mater  considerably  congested — 
veins  distinct  between  convolutions  of  cerebrum  ;  on  removing  the  mem- 
brane, whole  surface  beneath  appears  somewhat  reddened,  more  at  base  of 
anterior  and  middle  lobes.  Cortical  substance  normal  in  consistence  and 
color — medullary  of  slight  violet  hue,  firm  and  natural ;  when  cut,  numer- 
ous small  points  of  dark  blood  are  seen — lateral  ventricles  each  contain 
about  a  drachm  of  serum — veins  on  floor  of  ventricles  beautifully  distinct. 
Cerebellum  normal.  Base  of  brain  and  commencement  of  spinal  cord 
shows  nothing  remarkable. 

Thorax. — Right  lung  shows  old  adhesions  to  the  ribs  throughout  its 
whole  extent — a  few  traces  of  tubercle  at  its  apex  ;  its  middle  and  lower 
lobes  much  engorged,  particularly  at  posterior  portions — inferior  third  of 
lower  lobe  friable,  resembling  in  appearance  a  softened  spleen.  Left 
lung  congested  in  its  depending  parts,  otherwise  normal.  Bronchial 
tubes  obstructed  with  frothy  mucus.  Pericardium  natural.  Heart  large 
and  flabby,  its  walls  a  little  softened  ;  contains  in  its  cavities  a  medium 
quantity  of  greenish-yellow  coagulum.  Valves  normal.  Blood  in  aorta 
and  large  vessels  fluid,  dark  and  sizy,  its  clot  soft,  readily  broken  down. 
The  internal  lining  of  both  arteries  and  veins  exhibits  a  peculiar  oily 
appearance. 

Abdomen. — Liver  of  natural  color  and  size,  its  structure  normal. 
Gall-bladder  distended  with  a  dark  tarry  fluid.  Spleen  natural  in  size, 
its  texture  easily  broken  down  by  the  finger — contents  dark,  dissolved, 
grumous.  Kidneys  normal.  Stomach  natural  externally,  contains  four 
ounces  of  grayish  liquid  ;  lining  membrane  coated  with  its  own  secretion, 
the  mucous  texture  itself  normal  in  consistence,  affording  strips  seven  or 
eight  lines  in  length,  its  color  also  for  the  most  pan  healthy  ;  near  the 
cardiac  orifice  are  seen  patches  of  minute  red  points  in  clusters, 
with  some  surrounding  redness.  Intestines. — Lower  portion  of  ileum, 
to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  feet  from  ccecum,  is  somewhat  dis- 
colored externally.  Veins  of  mesentery  distinct,  dark,  moderately 
full.  Small  intestines  contain  a  medium  quantity  of  thin  grayish 
fluid  ;  mucous  membrane,  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  feet  from 
ileo-coecal  valve,  is  uniformly  discolored  and  slightly  congested,  with 
a  tendency  to  softening  of  its  texture — elsewhere,  in  all  its  extent, 
normal  in  consistence  and  color.  No  development  of  Brun tier's  glands 
or  isolated  follicles.  Two  or  three  of  Peyer's  patches  are  visible,  pre- 
senting in  a  slight  degree  the  shaven  beard  appearance,  their  mucous 
membrane  being  entire  and  healthy.  Large  intestine  contains  faeces  of 
moderate  consistence,  its  lining  membrane  and  follicles  natural.  Bladder 
contracted.    No  alteration  of  mesenteric  glands. 

Observations. — In  Case  III.  the  characteristic  features  of  the  disease, 
its  habits,  symptoms  and  pathological  conditions,  were  well  marked.  It 
is  an  instance  of  direct  contagion  occurring  in  a  subject  of  vigorous  health, 
of  fearless  disposition  and  well-tested  powers  of  endurance.  The  acces- 
sion of  fever  was  violent.  No  symptom  was  engrossing.  The  morbific 
agent  seemed  to  expend  itself  pretty  equally  on  all  the  more  important 
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organs.  There  was  marked  prostration  from  the  outset,  and  throughout 
the  whole  course  a  tendency  to  exhaustion  of  the  life  force.  The  dura- 
tion was  eighteen  days,  longer  than  the  average. 

The  case  of  Salter  shows  well  the  more  violent  manifestations  of  the 
disease  as  it  presented  in  those  subjects  brought  into  the  wards  in  an 
advanced  stage,  and  who  had  previously  experienced  a  combination  of 
privations. 

The  post-mortem  developments  in  the  two  cases  harmonize  well.  In 
neither  was  there  any  decided  lesions  of  the  brain  ;  the  presence  of 
dark,  dissolved  blood  in  the  sinuses  and  veins,  and  the  slight  effusion 
beneath  the  arachnoid,  are  all  that  arrest  the  attention.  In  the  thorax 
the  heavy  engorgement  of  the  depending  portions  of  the  lungs  deserves 
notice.  The  contents  of  the  abdomen  were  characterized  rather  by 
freedom  from  any  important  alteration.  What  most  arrests  the  attention 
is  the  general  dark,  fluid  and  peculiar  sizy  character  of  the  blood. 

[To  be  continued.] 


ON  ETHERIZATION  IN  LABOR. 

[Read  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  Dec.  2?th,  1847,  by  C.  G.  Putnam,  M.D., 
and  communicated  for  (he  Boston  Med.  and  Surg;.  Journal.] 

The  cases  which  form  the  subject  of  remark  are  nineteen  in  number.  I 
have  included  no  case  in  which  the  patient  was  not,  for  a  longer  or  short- 
er period,  decidedly  under  the  influence  of  ether.  I  watched  them  with 
more  than  ordinary  attention,  and,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
experience  of  other  gentlemen  in  this  place  corresponds  with  my  own, 
the  results  will  aid  us  in  making  an  estimate  of  its  merits.  I  have  se- 
lected a  few  cases  which  exemplify  the  points  of  most  interest. 

The  first  is  that  of  a  lady  23  years  of  age.  First  gestation.  Health 
robust.  Presentation  vertex.  Length  of  labor  twenty-four  hours.  The 
dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  was  attended  with  unusual  distress  and  nervous 
agitation.  I  proposed  the  use  of  ether,  and  she  gave  it  a  single  imper- 
fect trial.  The  result  was  unsatisfactory.  It  caused  nausea  and  sensa- 
tions of  faintness  and  confusion  in  the  head,  and  she  preferred  to  go  on 
without  it.  The  expulsive  pains  were  violent,  and  towards  the  close  of 
the  labor  I  again  offered  it.  She  happened  to  be  breathing  deeply  wrhen 
the  sponge  was  applied,  and  three  or  four  inspirations  were  sufficient  to 
give  entire  relief.  The  transition  from  a  state  of  restlessness  and  agita- 
tion to  that  of  ease  and  repose,  was  immediate.  She  retained  the  sponge 
for  a  few  minutes  longer,  when  the  child  was  born  and  she  was  laid  com- 
fortably  in  bed — the  whole  process  having  been  accomplished,  not  indeed 
without  her  knowledge,  but  without  scarcely  a  sensation  of  inconvenience. 

Case  II. — Presentation  of  nates.  A  lady,  set.  24,  rather  below  me- 
dium size,  constitution  delicate.  First  gestation.  During  the  last  two 
months  of  gestation  had  anasarca  of  the  lower  extremities,  accompanied 
with  sensations  of  great  distension  of  the  abdomen.  Restless  and  un- 
comfortable day  and  night.  She  became  much  reduced  in  health  and 
spirits.    After  two  or  three  days  of  precursory  pain,  the  dilatation  of  the 
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os  uteri  commenced.  This  stage  was  exceedingly  tedious  and  irksome. 
Alter  free  dilatation,  the  presenting  part  remained  at  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, and  thirty-six  hours  elapsed  before  it  had  descended  into  the  cavity. 
The  membranes,  up  to  this  time,  had  fortunately  remained  unbroken. 

The  pains,  which  from  the  first  had  been  slight,  short  and  insufficient, 
now  made  scarcely  any  impression.  It  was  evident  that  artificial  aid 
was  necessary,  ana1  as  soon  as  practicable  I  succeeded  in  passing  a  cord 
round  the  thigh.  To  this  a  soft  well-larded  handkerchief  was  attached 
and  drawn  up  round  the  groin.  Fifteen  grains  of  ergot  were  given,  gen- 
tle traction  made  during  every  pain,  and  in  about  an  hour  the  child  was 
delivered  living.  Its  weight  was  nine  pounds.  The  uterus  contracted  at 
once,  and  expelled  the  placenta,  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  relaxed  and  con- 
siderable internal  hemorrhage  ensued.  On  removing  the  coagula,  con- 
traction a&ain  took  place,  and  there  was  no  further  relaxation. 

Ether  was  used  sparingly  in  this  case,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  pains.  Whenever  applied,  its  effects  were  manifested  after  inhaling 
for  about  a  minute,  and  almostly  invariably  soothed  irritability  and  pro- 
moted repose.  At  the  close  of  the  labor  it  was  carried  to  the  extent  of 
partial  insensibility. 

Notwithstanding  the  nature  of  the  presentation  and  the  length  of  the 
labor,  the  secretions  were  abundantly  maintained,  and  there  was  at  no 
time  either  heat  or  dryness.  Convalescence  was  retarded  by  mammary 
abscess.    The  child  was  healthy. 

Case  III. — A  lady,  22  years  of  age.  Healthy  and  strong.  First 
gestation.  Presentation  vertex.  Length  of  labor,  eighteen  hours.  I 
was  called  early,  and  found  the  os  uteri  soft  and  dilated  about  half  an 
inch.  She  had  been  in  pain  four  hours,  and  having  become  uneasy  she 
eagerly  made  trial  of  ether.  In  less  than  two  minutes  she  became  quiet, 
but  not  unconscious.  At  each  access  of  pain  she  asked  for  the  sponge, 
and  retained  it  till  she  was  easy.  Administered  in  this  manner  at  the  be- 
ginning of  labor,  it  was  continued  at  short  intervals  throughout  the  first 
stage,  and  contributed  much  to  the  relief  of  the  wearisome  pains  of  di- 
latation. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  expulsive  stage,  I  observed  that  the  ef- 
forts were  suspended,  and  the  process  so  much  retarded  by  the  inhalation, 
that  it  was  often  necessary  to  withhold  it,  much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of 
the  patient.  When,  however,  the  head  began  to  press  upon  the  perine- 
um, the  sponge  was  applied  without  reserve,  and  she  was  unconscious  for 
the  half  hour  preceding  and  following  the  birth  of  the  child.  The  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  was  immediate  and  thorough.  The  placenta  remov- 
ed at  once.    The  convalescence  uninterrupted.    The  child  very  healthy. 

Case  IV. — A  lady,  set.  23.  First  gestation.  Health  good.  Head 
presentation.  Length  of  labor,  twelve  hours.  I  was  not  called  until  the 
beginning  of  the  expulsive  stage.  The  pains  occurred  every  four  or  five 
minutes.    They  were  strong,  but  not  remarkably  severe. 

After  inhaling  for  two  minutes,  she  passed  into  a  state  of  pleasant  ex- 
citement and  exhilaration.  She  was  conscious  of  pain,  but  "  it  was  so 
far  off"  that  she  did  not  regard  it.  "  It  was  no  concern  of  hers."  Con- 
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scious  of  everything  that  was  passing  around  her,  and  of  questions  ad- 
dressed to  her,  she  felt  at  the  same  time  incapable  of  responding,  though 
she  talked  with  great  volubility  of  herself  and  her  condition.  One  would 
have  inferred  from  the  apparent  consciousness  during  the  pains  and  the 
accustomed  straining  efforts,  that  she  was  suffering  as  much  as  usual — but 
on  the  contrary  the  close  of  each  "pain"  was  announced  by  an  extrava- 
gant eulogium  upon  ether  and  its  inventors. 

She  continued  to  inhale  in  this  manner  for  two  hours  without  obvious  di- 
minution of  the  force  or  frequency  of  the  parturient  efforts.  Just  at  the 
close  the  sponge  was  applied  assiduously,  and,  though  at  no  time  uncon- 
scious, she  did  not  realize  the  last  severe  pain.  The  contraction  of  the 
uterus  was  thorough  and  immediate.  The  placenta  removed  at  once. 
Convalescence  perfect. 

Case  V. — I  have  applied  the  forceps,  under  full  etherization,  in  three 
cases.  The  conditions  in  all  were  essentially  the  same.  I  will  therefore 
relate  only  the  last,  which  occurred  the  present  week. 

I  was  called  to  this  case  by  a  medical  friend,  who  informed  me  that  she 
had  been  in  active  labor  for  thirty-six  hours,  that  the  head  had  descend- 
ed into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  where  it  had  remained  for  some  hours 
immovable,  though  the  pains  had  been  constant  and  strong.  Age  30. 
First  gestation. 

During  the  whole  labor  she  had  been  clamorous  for  ether,  and  it  had 
been  administered  incessantly,  though  not  to  the  full  extent. 

During  the  delivery — a  space,  perhaps,  of  half  an  hour — she  was  kept 
almost  entirely  unconscious.  The  child,  weighing  nine  pounds,  was  born 
living.  The  uterus  contracted  well,  and  the  placenta  was  thrown  off  at 
once. 

The  breath  of  the  child  smelt  very  strongly  of  ether — more  so  than  in 
any  case  that  I  have  met  with. 

In  all  of  these  cases  the  mother  and  children  did  well. 

C%SE  VI. — Arm  presentation.  "Waters"  discharged  and  arm  pro- 
truded four  days.    Pains  constant. 

A  professional  friend,  who  asked  me  to  assist  him,  stated  that  he  had  just 
been  called  to  the  case,  and  found  her  in  the  condition  above  described. 
He  had  made  an  attempt  to  "  turn,"  but  had  relinquished  it.  When  I 
saw  her,  the  pains  were  strong.  The  protruded  arm  livid,  but  the  foetal 
pulsations  were  distinct. 

After  inhaling  for  two  or  three  minutes,  she  became  furiously  excited, 
and  was  restrained  with  considerable  difficulty.  Repose  being  essential 
to  the  success  of  the  operation,  we  persisted  in  the  application  of  the 
sponge  well  filled  with  ether  for  about  six  minutes,  when  she  relapsed  in- 
to a  state  of  utter  unconsciousness.  I  was  then  able  to  pass  my  hand 
through  the  os  uteri,  and  reached  the  feet  with  very  little  effort,  and  with- 
out being  in  the  least  degree  cramped.  There  was  no  liquor  amnii  in 
the  cavity,  and  the  uterus  was  closely  applied  to  the  unequal  surfaces  of 
the  foetus.  A  foot  was  brought  down  to  the  os  uteri,  and  a  tape  looped 
round  the  ancle.  By  drawing  upon  this  with  the  right  hand,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  rotating  the  femur  with  the  left,  the  arm  began  to  recede,  and 
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the  evolution  once  begun,  was  readily  completed.  The  child  was  de- 
livered living  ;  the  placenta  thrown  off,  and  removed  at  once.  During 
the  whole  time  of  the  delivery — a  little  more  than  half  an  hour — she  was 
motionless  and  unconscious,  and  yet  the  child  was  scarcely  washed  when 
she  insisted  on  sitting  up  in  bed  to  give  directions  about  its  dress. 

Etherization  was  here  carried  to  its  full  extent,  and  the  effects  were  in 
the  highest  degree  important  and  gratifying. 

[To  be  continued.] 


A  CASE  OF  NOMA,  RESULTING,  APPARENTLY,  FROM   A  PHYSICAL 

CAUSE. 

By  J,  F.  Peebles,  M.D.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  boy,  about  12  years  old,  the  son  of  a 
poor  woman  living  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  He  was  well  grown, 
of  a  pallid,  although  not  decidedly  cachectic,  appearance,  and  was  repre- 
sented by  those  who  knew  him  well,  to  be  a  sprightly,  active  child,  sel- 
dom complaining.  The  beginning  of  his  disease  was  a  well-marked 
attack  of  intermittent  fever,  prevalent  at  the  time.  After  several  pa- 
roxysms, he  was  given,  by  his  mother,  calomel  followed  by  castor  oil. 
The  medicine  operated  well,  and  being  followed  by  quinine  speedily  put 
an  end  to  the  complaint.  On  the  sixth  day  from  the  time  the  calomel 
was  given,  he  complained  of  his  mouth,  and  was  observed  to  discharge 
bloody  saliva  of  an  extremely  offensive  odor.  Believing  him  ptyalized, 
he  was  put  under  the  care  of  a  botanic  physician.  1  saw  him  five 
days  afterwards.  At  the  left  angle  of  the  mouth,  a  circular  spot  on  the 
cheek,  the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent  piece,  was  completely  gangrenous. 
The  skin  of  this  part  was  blackened  and  shrivelled,  and  it  was  depressed 
from  the  shrinking  of  the  tissues.  There  was  a  perfect  line  of  demarca- 
tion, which  was  indicated  by  a  red  border  along  the  sound  skin  ;  the  adja- 
cent tissues  were  slightly  indurated,  though  not  particularly  sensitive  to  the 
touch.  The  teeth  on  the  corresponding  side  were  loosened,  the  gums 
sloughing,  but  beyond  the  mesial  line  they  were  firmly  set,  and  the  gums 
were  firm  and  healthy.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  ptyalism  had  not  origi- 
nated the  mischief.  The  boy  complained  but  little,  had  no  fever,  was  cheer- 
ful, disposed  to  sit  up,  and  ate  heartily.  The  prognosis,  however,  was  un- 
favorable. A  tonic  course  of  treatment  was  adopted,  with  stimulant  and 
detergent  applications  to  the  diseased  part.  Not  the  slightest  benefit  ac- 
crued, the  mortification  advanced  steadily,  and  eight  days  from  the  time  of 
my  first  visit,  I  raised  without  force,  with  the  forceps,  the  whole  of  the 
cheek,  and  removing  the  black  and  shrivelled  mass,  left  exposed  the  cavity 
of  the  mouth.  The  teeth  on  the  affected  side,  both  above  and  below, 
were  all  gone,  and  the  bones  were  denuded  of  periosteum.  Even  after 
such  frightful  progress  of  the  local  disease,  it  was  surprising  how  little 
constitutional  disturbance  existed.  In  this  awful  condition  he  called 
regularly  for  food,  and  ate  with  evident  relish.    His  intellect  was  clear, 
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and  he  never  ceased  complaining  of  what  he  thought  was  my  cruelty 
in  removing  his  cheek.  After  this  he  lingered  for  more  than  a  week, 
the  mortification  in  the  mean  time  steadily  progressing.  At  his  death  it 
had  extended  a  little  beyond  the  mesial  line,  whilst  in  the  opposite  di- 
rection it  had  reached  the  angle  of  the  jaws  ;  the  malar  bones  were 
exposed,  and  a  greater  portion  of  both  lips  had  sloughed  away,  although 
only  half  the  nose  had  been  destroyed. 

There  was  something  unaccountable  in  the  onset  and  progress  of  the 
case.  The  apparent  local  character  qf  the  disease,  the  simultaneous 
affection  of  all  the  structures,  bones  as  well  as  soft  parts,  constituted 
striking  peculiarities,  and  it  further  differed  from  most  fatal  cases  of 
gangrenous  sore  mouth  in  children,  which  usually  begin  by  ulceration 
only,  by  making  its  attack  in  mortification,  which  process  progressed  in 
cycles,  involving,  as  has  been  shown,  all  adjacent  structures,  at  the  same 
time.  Twelve  hours  after  death,  a  careful  examination  of  the  body  was 
made. 

The  organs  generally  were  free  from  disease.  The  liver  was  slightly 
enlarged,  and  there  was  some  intumescence  of  the  mesenteric  glands. 
The  thoracic  viscera,  stomach  and  alimentary  canal,  all  healthy.  I 
next  directed  my  attention  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  local  mischief, 
and  began  a  dissection  of  the  neck  at  the  clavicle  of  the  diseased  side. 
After  carefully  exposing  it,  I  divided  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus,  disclos- 
ing the  tracts  of  the  great  bloodvessels  of  the  neck.  On  either  side,  and 
in  front  of  the  sheath  containing  these  vessels,  I  found,  tightly  packed,  two 
oblong  bodies  the  size  of  the  little  finger,  which  extended  from  the  angle 
of  the  jaw  to  the  top  of  the  sternum.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  they 
were  strongly  compressed  upon  in  this  position,  for  when  freed  by  re- 
moving the  superimposed  matter,  they  started  out  and  perceptibly  ex- 
panded. These  masses  proved  to  be  prolongations  from  the  glands  at 
the  angle  of  the  jaw.  The  glands  on  that  side  were  indurated  and 
enlarged,  and  in  seeking  space  for  their  increased  growth,  had  filled  up 
completely  that  furnished  by  the  vascular  tract  along  that  side  of 
of  the  neck.  Obviously,  here,  was  compression  upon  the  carotid  nearly 
the  whole  of  its  length.  Besides  this,  the  parotid  gland  was  enlarged 
and  indurated.  The  portion  of  the  gland  grasping  the  external  carotid 
encroached  upon  its  calibre  for  more  than  an  inch  of  its  way,  con- 
stricting the  vessel  to  half  its  ordinary  size,Fand,  it  being  whilst  thus  in- 
volved that  they  were  given  out,  those  branches  which  water  the  face 
and  subjacent  parts  on  the  diseased  side,  of  course  were  alike  compressed 
and  encroached  upon.  Their  calibre  was  not  only  diminished,  but  the 
healthy  elasticity  of  the  vessels  was  impaired  by  the  contiguity  of  the 
hardened  and  unyielding  gland.  This  state  of  things  obviously  greatly 
impeded  the  circulation,  and  as  only  those  parts  watered  by  the  vessels 
encroached  upon  were  involved  in  the  mortification,  the  inference  is  fair 
that  the  gangrene  of  the  face  in  this  case  was  occasioned  solely  by  the 
physical  causes  above  named. 

A  prominent  objection  to  this  view,  which  will  occur  to  every  one, 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  carotids  have  both  been  tied  without  any 


Sulphuric  Ether  and  Chloroform. 


521 


such  result  following  the  operation.  This  objection,  however,  is  not  so 
decisive  as  would  seem  at  first  sight.  The  obstruction  to  the  circulation 
from  ligature  is  always  sudden,  and  a  re-action  is  speedily  induced,  favor- 
ing the  immediate  transition  of  blood  through  other  ehannels.  More- 
over, this  operation  is  usually  performed  in  cases  in  which  there  is  a 
redundant  supply  of  blood,  upwards,  manifested  by  exuberant  morbid 
growths,  hemorrhages,  he.  Now  neither  of  these  conditions  appertain- 
ed in  the  case  under  consideration.  The  supply  of  blood,  never  too 
great  to  anyone  tissue,  had  been  enfeebled  by  a  recent  attack  of  illness, 
and  possibly  its  richness  had  long  been  impaired  by  imperfect  nutrition, 
and  the  obstruction  to  the  circulation  had  slowly  occurred.  The  fatality 
lay  in  this  gradual  and  steady  increase  of  compression  upon  the  vessels. 
The  circulation  never  became  sufficiently  interrupted  to  startle  the  ves- 
sel on  the  opposite  side  to  action  to  supply  the  deficiency,  as  is  the  case 
from  sudden  obliteration,  yet  it  gradually  approximated  a  point  where 
death  of  the  structure  beyond  must  ensue.  The  history  and  progress  of 
the  case,  in  our  estimation,  tend  likewise  towards  a  confirmation  of 
this  view. 

It  may  be  furthermore  suggested,  that  this  condition  of  the  glands 
of  the  neck  was  but  the  result  of  the  irritation  from  the  disease  of  the 
cheek.  But  the  glands  on  the  opposite  side  were  similarly  diseased, 
although  from  the  different  arrangement  of  the  bloodvessels  in  regard 
to  their  enlargement,  no  pressure  was  exerted  ;  moreover,  their  tuber- 
culous condition  proved  incontestably  that  their  intumescence  could  not 
have  been  of  recent  origin. 


SULPHURIC  ETHER  AND  CHLOROFORM. 
To  th3  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  articles  above  named  are  exciting  much  curious  in- 
quiry, and  deservedly  so  ;  and  as  owing  to  the  position  into  which  I  was 
urged  about  a  year  since  in  relation  to  the  first  of  them,  being  called  upon 
to  reply  to  numerous  questions  at  home,  and  letters  from  a  distance  con- 
cerning its  use  and  its  singular  introduction,  and  am  now  applied  to  in  a 
similar  manner  to  state  what  I  know  of  the  use  of  chloroform,  I  am  induc- 
ed to  send  you  the  following  brief  remarks  for  insertion  in  your  next  No. 

The  chloroform  is  an  article  which  I  have  looked  for  in  the  last  twelve 
months,  with  what  I  might  call  prophetic  hope,  and  which  I  am  now  glad 
to  possess  as  a  substitute  for  the  ether.  I  have  used  it  in  my  operations  ever 
since  it  was  to  be  obtained  here,  almost  every  day,  and  some  days  three 
or  four  times  ;  and  always  with  as  full  an  effect  to  dissipate  the  sense  of 
pain  as  I  have  ever  seen  from  the  ether,  and  without  any,  even  the  slight- 
est, unpleasant  symptoms. 

It  is  agreeable  to  inhale,  prompt  in  its  action  (though  not  always  so  much 
so  as  ether)  and  the  effects  more  transient  after  inhalation  is  suspended,  the 
patients  generally  recovering  in  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes,  so  as  to  feel  as 
well  as  they  did  before  taking  it.    It  promises,  therefore,  at  present,  to  be 
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as  useful  in  dentistry,  as  ether  has  proved  to  be  in  general  surgery  and  in 
thousands  of  other  cases  where  it  has  dispelled  much  suffering.  I  have 
generally  succeeded  with  from  thirty  to  sixty  drops,  and  in  from  one 
to  three  minutes,  to  produce  the  desired  effects. 

With  regard  to  the  other  article,  ever  since  I  was  able  to  obtain  from 
good  authority  an  undisguised  statement  of  its  nature — that  the  "  com- 
pound anodyne  gas,  the  letheon,"  was  simple  sulphuric  ether — I  have  used 
it  whenever  I  thought  it  desirable  to  do  so,  in  all  my  most  severe  opera- 
tions about  the  mouth  and  teeth ;  and  also  for  the  extraction  of  a  single 
tooth,  when  the  patient  was  unalterably  determined  to  have  it  administer- 
ed, excepting  in  cases  where  I  considered  it  would  be  hazardous  on  ac- 
count of  some  disease  or  infirmity,  when  I  have  positively  refused  to  give  it 
for  so  slight  and  momentary  an  operation.  And  although  in  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  cases  I  have  seen  no  materially  evil  effects,  but  on  the  con- 
trary an  entire  unconsciousness  or  forgetfulness  of  suffering ;  yet  I  have 
witnessed  results  which  I  should  feel  unwilling  to  cause  or  see  repeated, 
and  should  feel  bound  to  prevent  by  all  due  caution  to  those  who  might 
be  influenced  by  my  advice. 

I  had  just  and  sufficient  grounds  for  publishing  my  views  on  this  sub- 
ject a  year  ago,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  sign  a  report  relating  to  the  same, 
which  at  that  time  appeared  in  our  Journals  with  the  signatures  of  eleven 
others — all  respectable  dentists  of  this  city  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
any  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  have  the  means  of  learn- 
ing the  whole  truth  in  the  case  should  still  feel  that  these  cautions 
were  premature — officiously  urged  upon  the  public,  and  even  erroneous, 
or  based  on  fears  for  which  there  was  no  foundation. 

Such  feelings,  I  hope  and  believe,  rest  with  very  few  ;  but  that  they 
do  exist  is  apparent  in  the  very  courteous  allusion  which  your  Salem 
correspondent  makes,  in  the  last  number  of  this  Journal,  to  what  he 
pleases  to  designate  as  "  the  protests  of  the  self-constituted  guardians 
of  the  public  safety." 

But  I  can  assure  the  doctor  that  if  he  thinks  "  the  doubts  of  the 
timid"  and  "  the  protests  have  disappeared,"  his  so-styled  "self-consti- 
tuted guardians  "  are  at  their  post,  and  ready  to  answer  to  their  sins  or 
errors  in  this  matter,  by  increasing  evidence  of  the  importance  and  truth 
of  their  statements,  in  recorded  cases,  such  as  are  still  occurring,  where 
the  use  of  ether  has  caused  great  suffering  for  weeks. 

They  have  had  no  occasion  to  change  their  views  with  regard  to  ethe- 
rization in  dentistry ;  but  have  rather  had  them  confirmed  by  the  expe- 
rience and  conclusions  of  others.  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  after  all  his  expe- 
rience and  observation,  says: — "Operations  very  short,  and  not  very 
painful,  especially  those  about  the  head  and  neck,  are  best  done  without 
ether." — (See  Dr.  W.'s  late  book  on  etherization,  p.  73.)  They  have 
seen  no  reason  to  regret  the  publication  of  any  one  statement  in  their  re- 
port. They  feel  now  as  they  felt  then,  that  they  simply  responded  t© 
the  calls  of  duty  and  humanity.  J.  F.  Flagg. 

Boston,  January  2 Is*,  1848. 
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ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  DIABETES  M  ELL  I  TUP. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  "] 

Sir, — For  the  last  eight  years  I  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  diabetes 
mellitus  is  primarily  an  affection  of  the  brain  ;  and  that  all  patients 
dying  from  this  disease  die  from  lesion  of  the  brain.  In  an  interview 
with  Dr.  J.  H.  Flint,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  I  found  he  entertained  a 
similar  view  of  the  disease.  An  allusion  to  his  opinion  was  made  a  few 
years  ago  in  your  Journal.  He  had  at  that  time  examined  eight  per- 
sons dying  from  this  disease.    In  all  he  found  disease  of  the  brain. 

Case  I. — Nov.  1,  1845.  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  Ruth,  aged  12 
years,  daughter  of  D.  Green,  of  this  place.  I  found  her  dying,  under 
the  following  symptoms.  Cold  extremities ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible, 
notable  to  count  them  ;  she  was  constantly  screaming  out,  "tell  father 
I  cannot  breathe."  The  breathing  seemed  to  be  carried  on  only  by  her 
voluntary  efforts ;  complained  she  could  not  see.  I  did  not  know  what 
was  the  matter  with  my  patient,  and  could  gather  nothing  from  her  pre- 
vious history  at  this  time.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of  Providence,  was  im- 
mediately called  in  consultation.  We  both  considered  her  dying,  and 
from  what  cause,  we  could  not  tell.  She  lived  about  ten  hours  ;  became 
comatose  about  four  hours  before  death. 

A  post-mortem  was  requested  and  readily  granted  by  the  father.  Pre- 
sent, Drs.  Parsons  and  son,  and  Dr.  Fletcher.  The  examination  was 
skilfully  conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  Fletcher.  There  was  not  a  trace  of 
disease  to  be  found  in  the  thorax  or  abdominal  cavities.  The  brain  was 
not  examined.  After  her  burial  I  gathered  the  following  history.  She 
was  less  inclined  to  exercise  than  usual  for  several  weeks ;  was  inat- 
tentive to  her  studies,  complained  of  her  eyes,  and  headache  ;  slight  ex- 
ercise produced  hurried  breathing;  her  appetite  was  voracious;  great 
thirst;  would  sometimes  drink  four  or  five  tumblers  full  of  water  at  a  time. 
Would  take  a  large  pitcher  full  of  water  into  her  chamber  on  retiring  to 
bed,  and  during  the  night  would  pass  a  chamber  vessel  full  of  urine. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  contained  sugar ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Case  II. — On  Dec.  27th,  1847,  I  was  requested  to  attend  the  au- 
topsy of  Mrs.  Lord,  by  her  attending  physician,  Dr.  B.  Carpenter.  She 
died  of  diabetes  mellitus.  There  were  present  Drs.  Carpenter,  Cleve- 
land, Austin  and  Bonney.  The  history  of  the  case  was  very  correctly 
and  well  stated  by  her  physician  previous  to  the  examination.  I  can- 
not give  all  the  history  of  the  case  ;  but  some  of  the  symptoms  for 
which  she  first  consulted  Dr.  Carpenter  were  dimness  of  vision,  dizziness, 
occasional  vomiting,  &c.  She  died  comatose.  All  the  organs  in  the 
abdomen  and  thorax  were  examined  as  carefully,  and  as  thoroughly  as  we 
were  able,  and  no  disease  was  found.  We  then  examined  the  brain. 
Here  we  found  disease.  The  ventricles  were  distended  with  serum,  and 
the  brain  generally,  when  cut  into,  appeared  more  vascular  than  natural  ; 
but  the  part  most  so,  was  that  portion  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
restiform  and  olivary  bodies. 

Mr.  McGregor,  of  Glasgow,  ha?  ,jublished  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  some 
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interesting  researches  made  by  him  in  1837.  His  experiments  differed 
from  those  of  Nicholas,  Granville,  and  Wollaston.  Mr.  McGregor  detected 
sugar  in  the  serum  of  the  blood,  and  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a 
diabetic  patient.  He  also  found  sugar  in  the  saliva,  and  in  the  faeces. 
We  must  conclude,  then,  that  it  is  in  the  stomach,  the  sugar  is  found. 
But  why  does  the  stomach  not  perform  its  accustomed  chemistry  upon 
the  food  ?  Let  us  look  a  little  further  back.  We  suppose  every  organ 
to  depend,  for  the  proper  performance  of  its  function,  upon  the  nervous 
influence  imparted  to  it.  Now  then,  if  there  is  disease  of  some  kind  at 
the  origin  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  may  we  not  safely  infer,  that  dia- 
betes is  primarily  an  affection  of  the  brain,  and  that  there  would  be  some 
derangement  in  the  function  of  the  stomach  ?  These  cases,  so  far  as  they 
go,  would  establish  such  a  view  of  diabetes.  I  believe  the  disease  to  be 
comparatively  rare  in  New  Edgland.  If  by  this  communication  I  should 
call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  my 
object  will  be  attained.  I  hope  the  brain  will  be  carefully  and  minutely 
examined  in  all  cases,  and  the  history  of  every  case  faithfully  recorded  from 
the  beginning.  Very  respectfully,  I  am  yours, 

Paivtucket,  R.  L,  Jan.  11,  1848.  S.  Clapp. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JANUARY    12,    1  3  4  8. 


Ancesthetic  Agents  in  Midwifery  and  Surgery. — By  the  last  steamer, 
we  received  two  pamphlets  from  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh.  One 
of  them  is  an  "Answer  to  the  Religious  Objections  advanced  against  the 
Employment  of  Anaesthetic  Agents  in  Midwifery  and  Surgery";  and  tho 
other,  "  Remarks  on  the  Superinduction  of  Anesthesia  in  Natural  and 
Morbid  Parturition,  with  cases  illustrative  of  the  use  and  effects  of  chloro- 
form in  obstetric  practice."  Both  are  the  calm  efforts  of  a  profound  philo- 
sophical reasoner,who  displays  as  much  ingenuity  in  a  philological  research 
into  the  exact  sense  of  the  Hebrew  word  translated  sorroia,  in  relation  to 
the  declaration  to  Eve,  that  she  should  bring  forth  children  in  sorrow,  as 
any  branch  of  knowledge  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  attention.  It  seems 
that  the  idea  is  taking  root  in  Scotland,  that  it  is  morally  wrong  to  prevent 
a  woman  from  suffering  in  labor  the  full  measure  of  the  curse  which  is  her 
appropriate  due,  as  a  descendant  of  the  first  transgressing  female.  This 
was  the  origin  of  one  of  the  pamphlets. 


Introductory  Lectures. — We  have  received  those  of  Prof.  J,  K.  Mitchell, 
in  the  chair  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  Jefferson  Medical  College  ;  Prof. 
Dunglison,  of  the  same  institution  ;  and  Prof.  Mutter,  also  of  that  flourish- 
ing college  ;  but  have  little  space  for  comment  and  none  for  extracts. 
There  is  also  before  us,  a  memoir  of  Geo.  McClellan,  M.D.,  a  lecture  in- 
troductory to  a  course  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania  Collegce,  by  W.  Darrach,  M.D. ;  and  another  recently  delivered  by 
the  well  known  Daniel  Drake,  M.D.,  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
on  "  Some  of  the  defects  and  infirmities  of  intellectual  and  moral  character 
in  students  of  medicine."  Dr.  McClintock's  introductory  lecture,  which  was 
published  by  the  class  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  in  which 
Dr.  McClintock  is  a  professor  of  anatomy,  has  been  on  hand  several  weeks. 
Dr.  McC.  evinces  a  minute  acquaintance  with  this  beautiful  and  useful 
science. 


Poisons,  in  relation  to  Med.  Jurisprudence. — This  is  a  standard  produc- 
tion, based  on  scientific  authority  that  places  it  in  the  first  rank  of  modern 
authorities.  In  England  no  work  stands  higher.  The  title  runs  thus  : 
"  On  Poisons,  in  relation  to  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Alfred  S.  Taylor, 
F.R.S.,  &c,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  &c.  ;  edited,  with  notes  and  additions,  by 
R.  Eglesfield  Griffith,  M.D.  Philadelphia,  Lea  &  Blanchard."  Law  li- 
braries would  be  quite  as  much  enriched  by  this  excellent  and  trustworthy 
guide,  as  medical — and  the  more  extensively  it  circulates,  the  greater 
will  be  the  advantages  to  society.  While  it  goes  deeply  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  most  important  questions  in  regard  to  the  action  of  poisons — no 
minor  matters  seem  to  have  escaped  the  vigilant  research  of  Mr.  Taylor. 
Dr.  Griffith  has  been  before  the  public  on  a  former  occasion,  in  a  volume 
that  will  secure  to  him  the  meed  of  praise  among  people  whose  commen- 
dation is  worth  having,  and  we  regard  his  sanction  to  Mr.  Taylor's  indefat- 
igable researches,  as  important  testimony  in  favor  of  their  character. 


Memoir  of  John  Revere,  M.D. — Dr.  Valentine  Mott  recently  delivered  a 
biographical  memoir  of  his  associate  in  the  University  of  New  York,  that 
exhibits  the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  lamented  Prof.  Revere,  and  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held  by  those  distinguished  men  with  whom  he  had 
been  officially  connected.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  March  17,  1787,  and 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  James  Jackson,  of  this  city.  For  some  time 
before  his  death,  says  the  memoir,  he  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  work  on 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  to  the  extent  of  about  fifteen  hundred  pages,  four 
hundred  of  which  are  printed,  but  no  trace  of  its  continuance  in  manuscript 
can  be  found.  His  successor  in  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  University,  is  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Dr.  Mott  has  executed  an  acceptable  service,  for  which  he  will  have  the 
united  thanks  of  the  profession. 


Bomb- Shell  Pills. — A  second  note  from  Dr.  Carr,  of  Goffstown,  N.  H., 
reminds  us  of  the  specimen  of  medicine  he  had  the  kindness  to  send,  some 
time  since,  to  the  Journal ;  and  we  should  have  mentioned  before  this,  that 
it  was  not  supposed  to  be  a  compound  of  sufficient  interest,  to  go  through 
the  process  of  a  chemical  analysis  with  a  view  of  obtaining  its  exact  in- 
gredients. It  might  have  been,  as  suggested,  a  preparation  of  mercury — 
and  it  might,  too.  be  a  valuable  agent  in  the  hands  of  the  regular  profession  ; 
yet  in  this  section  of  New  England,  physicians  are  very  slow  to  adopt  any 
thing  that  has  the  smallest  taint  of  quackery  attached  to  it.  The  name  of 
bomb-shell  conveys  an  idea  of  an  explosive  missile,  of  rather  too  formida- 
ble a  character  for  the  human  stomach,  however  well  adapted  to  the  be- 
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sieging  of  a  walled  town  or  a  fortress.  Still,  should  an  opportunity  pre- 
sent for  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  true  character  of  the  medicine, 
the  result  may  be  looked  for  in  these  pages. 


Amputation  of  the  Breast  under  the  hiftuence  of  Chloroform. — We  have 
just  seen  a  letter  from  Dr.  Flagg,  of  Philadelphia,  in  which,  after  stating 
that  he  had  made  a  number  of  trials  of  the  chloroform,  for  extracting 
teeth,  with  perfect  success,  and  that  "  this  indeed  is  the  letheon"  he  says 
44  I  have  lately  administered  the  chloroform  preparatory  to  an  amputation 
of  the  breost.  The  operation  was  extended  into  the  axilla — the  incision 
twenty-two  inches — the  time  twelve  and  a  half  minutes — patient  entirely 
unconscious  of  what  was  taking  place.  The  operation  was  performed 
by  Dr.  Gilbert,  assisted  by  Dr.  Grant.  It  is  the  first  capital  operation  un- 
der the  effect  of  the  chloroform  done  in  Philadelphia,  and  has  given  great 
satisfaction." 


Hayden's  Pneumatophora. — The  whole  instrument  is  of  silver-plated 
metal,  5  1-2  inches  long,  consisting  of  an  oval,  flaring  mouth  piece  (1),  of 
fjt\  sufficient  size  to  include  the  mouth  and 

j)  l   3   £     g lips  ;  a  slender  tube  2  3-8  inches  long, 

1  ^^&BF^^|  i n  which  the  usual  valves  (2  3)  are 
if  ^^Vr-i-twrnAJ  placed  ;  and  a  circular  box  (4)  1  6-8 

1^^^^  inches  long,  and  1  3-8  inches  in  diame- 

ter, for  enclosing  a  small  bit  of  sponge.  The  sponge  box  has  a  moveable  lid 
(6)  over  the  end,  to  allow  the  sponge  to  be  removed  at  pleasure.  This  lid 
is  perforated  to  nearly  its  full  diameter  for  the  passage  of  air ;  and  it  has 
also  a  small  tubular  opening  (5)  above,  to  allow  a  fresh  supply  oi  chloro- 
form when  necessary,  without  removing  the  instrument  from  the  mouth. 
The  intermediate  tube  has  a  valve  opening  towards  the  mouth  piece  at  3, 
through  which  the  vapor  enters,  and  a  valve  opening  outward  at  2,  through 
which  the  expired  air  escapes.  This  tube  is  continued  through  the  mouth 
piece,  so  as  to  pass  into  the  mouth. 

Its  advantages  are,  its  portable  size ;  the  protection  of  the  lips  from  the 
acrid  properties  of  the  chloroform,  which  sometimes  produces  blistering; 
the  prevention,  in  a  great  degree,  of  evaporation  from  the  sponge ;  the  fa- 
cility for  replenishing  the  sponge  ;  and  convenience  and  safety  with  which  it 
may  be  held  in  any  position,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  patient  in  the  recum- 
bent posture.  In  dental  operations,  the  tube  entering  the  mouth  from  the 
moutli  piece  also  ensures  the  operator  of  finding  the  jaws  separated  when 
he  wishes  to  proceed  to  his  operation.  The  inventor  is  Dr.  G.  G.  Hayden, 
a  surgeon-dentist,  Tremont  Street,  Boston. 


Paupers  in  Massachusetts. — According  to  the  statistical  returns  from 
towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  are  7U35 
persons  from  Europe,  who  are  supported  in  this  state  at  the  public  charge. 
The  whole  number  from  England  and  Ireland,  is  6383  —  and  2501, 
arrived  the  past  year,  to  be  added  to  the  former  catalogue  —  799  of 
them  being  thrown  upon  the  city  of  Boston.  In  all,  18,717  paupers  exist 
in  Massachusetts  —  of  whom  8703  are  supposed  to  have  been  reduced 
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to  their  low  condition  by  intemperance.  There  are  included  in  the  num- 
ber supported  at  the  public  expense,  612  who  are  insane,  and  377  idiots. 
The  entire  cost  of  supporting  the  whole,  one  year,  including  interest  on 
almshouses,  is  $347,411  19. 


Home  for  Invalids. — It  is  due  to  the  reputation  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilder, 
who  has  had  long  experience  in  the  management  of  the  insane  and  others 
who  require  the  vigilantoversight  of  a  skilful  physician,  in  combination  with 
agreeable  and  convenient  apartments,  pleasant  associations,'  &c,  that  a  no- 
tice should  be  given  of  his  new  establishment.  He  is  now  located  at  the 
beautiful  town  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  in  readiness  to  receive  patients. 
The  references  given  by  Dr.  Wilder  in  Boston  and  New  York,  are  of  the 
most  satisfactory  character,  and  we  trust  that  his  efforts  maybe  appreciated 
by  an  intelligent  community. 


Funeral  of  Mr.  Liston. — The  remains  of  this  distinguished  surgeon 
were  interred  at  the  Highgate  cemetery,  December  10th.  The  different 
professors  of  the  medical  faculty  of  University  College  attended  in  their 
robes,  and  the  present  and  past  students  of  the  College,  to  the  number  of 
about  five  hundred,  attended  the  funeral,  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  their  colleague  and  teacher.  The  students  were  most  anxious  to 
have  made  a  more  public  demonstration  of  their  esteem  ;  and  it  was  only 
after  repeated  unsuccessful  applications,  and  in  deference  to  the  feelings  of 
Mr.  Liston's  friends,  that  a  public  procession  was  not  made  from  the  Col- 
lege. The  use  of  Highgate  church  was  kindly  lent  by  the  vicar  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  burial  service. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  gentleman,  lately  deceased  at  Philadelphia, 
left  an  estate  worth  $100,000,  to  be  .ivided  between  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital and  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  after  the  death  of  certain  annuitants. 
— The  physician  who  enjoys  the  largest  practice  in  London,  in  his  last  re- 
turns for  the  income  tax,  states  his  professional  earnings  at  £33,000,  and 
several  other  physicians  made  returns  varying  from  £15,000  to  £5,0Q0. — 
The  Irish  famine  caused  the  death  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty  nine  persons,  according  to  Mr.  Grattan,  a  member  of 
Parliament. 


To  Correspondents."— Communications  have  been  received  from  Drs.  M.  Clarke,  L.  Aldrich, 
J.  H.  Eldredge,  J.  L.  Chandler,  and  G.  Colburn. 


Died,-— At  Springfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Billings,  31. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston-~fat  the  week  ending  Jan.  23d,  76. — Males,  44 — females,  32. — 
Stillborn,  8.    Of  consumption,  8— typhus  fever.  20 — lung  fever.  5 — debility,  1 — intemperance, 

2 —  marasmus,  1— old  age,  1— infantile,  6 — accidental,  2 — apoplexy,  1 — croup,  5 — anemia,  1 
—inflammation  of  the  throat,  2— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — dysentery,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain, 

3 —  dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1— disease  of  the  brain.  2 — disease  of  the  heart, 
2— convulsions,  2 — dropsy,  1— smallpox,  1 — diarrhoea,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1 — brain  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  25— between  5  and  20  years,  15— between  20  and  40  years  23— -between  40 
fcnd  60  years,  9— over  GO  years.  4. 
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Treatment  of  Burns. — Relative  to  the  local  treatment  ofourns,  the  two 
surgeons  of  St.  Louis  Hospital  use  widely  different  therapeutic  agents. 
Thus,  Jobert  employs,  as  a  general  method,  whatever  may  be  the  degree 
of  the  burn,  refrigerants  ;  covering  the  wounded  surfaces  with  a  greased 
piece  of  linen,  upon  which  he  afterwards  applies  bladders  filled  with  ice. 
By  this  method  he  proposes  to  obtain,  1st,  the  mitigation  of  the  acute  pain  in- 
cident to  burns  ;  2d,  the  diminution  or  prevention  of  the  consecutive  in- 
flammatory reaction  ;  3d,  the  diminution  of  the  suppuration  which  pre- 
cedes and  follows  the  fall  of  the  eschars  ;  4th,  and  finally,  the  more  rapid 
cicatrization  of  the  wounds.  It  is  necessary  to  remark,  however,  that  there 
are  cases  in  which  the  employment  of  ice  is  contra-indicated  ;  as  for  in- 
stance when  the  patient  presents  complication  on  the  part  of  the  thorax,  or 
even  a  predisposition  to  pulmonary  diseases  ;  when  the  burns,  situated  on 
the  chest  or  the  posterior  part  of  the  trunk,  are  of  very  great  extent;  in 
which  latter  case  the  dorsal  decubitus  will  be  impossible,  and  in  the  other 
case  we  should  aggravate  pulmonary  affections,  or  favor  their  development. 
Finally,  ice  should  not  be  employed  during  the  period  of  catamenial  dis- 
charges. Besides  these  there  are,  of  course,  other  circumstances  which 
render  the  use  of  ice  inadvisable,  to  which,  however,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
allude. 

Malgaigne,  on  the  other  hand,  prefers  to  the  employment  of  ice  the  use 
of  the  oleo-calcareous  liniment  and  carded  cotton.  He  associates  these 
two  means,  because  the  application  of  the  cotton  alone  does  not  calm  with 
sufficient  promptness  the  pain,  nor  the  liniment  alone  protect  the  injured 
surface  from  friction,  as  of  the  bed-clothes,  for  instance.  After  the  exam- 
ple of  Velpeau,  Malgaigne  employs  a  liniment  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
olive  oil  and  lime  water.  M.  Miguel,  who  seems  to  have  occupied  him- 
self especially  with  this  subject,  prefers  the  following  preparation  :  oil  of 
sweet  almonds,  one  part ;  lime  water,  two  parts.  Malgaigne,  in  employ- 
ing the  former  liniment  and  dressing,  thinks  that  he  obtains  especially, 
the  diminution,  and  in  some  cases  even  the  cessation,  of  the  pain. 
Doubtless  there  are  cases  in  which  ice  would  be  applicable,  and 
probably  more  efficient  than  the  liniment  and  carded  cotton  ;  and  there  are 
other  cases,  again,  where  ice  could  not  be  used,  and  the  liniment  and  cot- 
ton would  be  of  service.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  both 
means  possess  considerable  value. — Dr.  Yandell,  in  Western  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 


A  new  Wax-holder  for  taking  impressions  of  the  Mouth. — We  are  in 
debted  to  G.  F.  J.  Colburn,  Dentist  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  for  an  improved 
wax-holder,  for  taking  impressions  of  the  mouth,  which  he  has  had  the 
kindness  to  send  us,  and  for  which,  we  tender  him  our  thanks.  We 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  using  it,  and  cannot,  therefore,  speak 
from  experience  of  its  advantages.  The  difference  between  it  and  those 
in  common  use  is,  that  it  has  two  rims  attached  to  the  outer  margin  of  the 
plate,  and  instead  of  describing  a  half  circle,  its  extremities  are  turned  out. 
The  outer  rim  is  intended  to  protect  the  wax  against  injury  from  the  cheeks 
and  corners  of  the  mouth  in  removing  the  impression.  The  author  of  this 
improvement  says,  he  has  often  succeeded  in  procuring  an  accurate  impres- 
sion with  this  frame,  after  having  failed  with  those  in  common  use. — Ame- 
rican Jour?ial  of  Dental  Science. 
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